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IN tv1Etv10R I A C\,I 

ARCHBISHOP JOHN 
MAXIMOVITCH 

1896 - 1966 

As chc fi na l page o f chis issue o f Thr Orthodi,x IVo,d ,vas being 
pre pared fo r pr in cing, in la ce afternoon of July 2, word ,vas received of 
chc sudden dea th in Seattle o f our beloved Archpasror, the spiritual 
guide a nd inspirer o f our Fr. Herman Bro cherhood, Archbishop Jobo. 

l\1ourning cogethe r " ·ich the coun tless rhousands of his orphaned 
floc k th roughouc the wo rld , " '<: presen t chis issue wi ch the Lif, of Saint 
Neccar ios, a Sa int ,vho m His Eminence k nc,v and venera ted, a nd whose 
Lift he had e ncourage d us tO print, as a rribu te co his me mory. 

Archhishop J ohn himself being unques tionably one of the great 
Orchodox hiera rchs of ,h is century, and mo re t han rhat ·· a righ reous 
and t ruly holy ma o, •· his o ,vn Lift ,...-ill be presenrcd in a future issue 
o f Th, Or1hodox 14'ord. 

May che Lord God granr ro his fairhfu l $Cfvaoc 

Eccrna l Resc 

and 
!\·1 EJ\,!( ) R Y ETE Rl',;AL. 



ST. ,'-.:ECTARIOS KEPHALAf 

JS4f>- 1920 

Co1111n, m11rat,d ,V.o~mb,r 9 

T he first <M11p!,1, prtJtntdf/On :11 Ent/i1b of tbr L ,J~ of 

tht m 1>, t rtcoJt:, canonrz,d Ortbol cx Saint , rr.1n ,/.1t, d 

by t l>t r.nou ntl .1uthor ,f Anchored in GoJ. 

A.II 1llu1trarronJ court, ,.J of Ho/7 T ranJ fit,ur:ition i\fon.ist.-ry, 
Boston , ,\ia,s. 

THE LIFE OF 
ST. NECT ARIOS KEPHALAS 

By ARCHU-lANDR[TE JOACHI~1 SPETSIERIS1 

Translattd and Annotat,d by 
CDnsranti,u Car·a,..,,,,s 

B 'htaton Colk t,• , ,'\Ot'Ton, ,\1.asJ. 

~: EITHER \ 'EARS NOR ages are of sigoi6cwce before immo rtal 
· ' virtue. Virtm d«s not p,rish, trm ,chm ont dus, f r,r iris net c~ 

n al (Euripides). \ ' ir tue does not die, because, as the Apostle of 
the Gentiles Paul says, Christ ir.s judge is 1b, sar,u .7111""4.7 arui t t>UJ arui 

f",,..,, ( Heb. 13 : 8). A truthful "·imess of these statements is the ever 
memorable Metropolitan of Penupolis :-Jectar ios, who rose like another 
bright sur in these gloomy <Llys, when the dense da.rkoess of material­
ism seeks to destroy the world. 

The indefatigable ,vorker of 'l"irtue Nectarios is proved to be truly 
great, not only through the miracles that be continues co perform e'l"en 
after bis death, but also through bis d ivine 'l"irtues and b is admirable life, 
which .... -as nothing else than a continua l and unceasing working of virtue. 

This blessed one was born in Sily-rria, Eastern Thrace , of devout 
parents, Demos and \ ' asiliki Kcpbalas, oo October 1, 1646, and was 
named Anastasios at ba ptism. From bis early you th it \Vas evident w hat 
kind of person be " 'as going ro become : sensible, prudent, me-c:k , !-elf­
controll~d. obedient to his paren ts who , eveo though unlet=d, were 

l. Joa<.bim Spetsim.s (c. 1SSS•l~3) , • o&tis·< of the island of KCf'b~lmia, kd • hermit's 
life at Nca Sl:ct< oc, the Hol y Mouot1ia of .\ tbos from the •~ of c,ghtee11 to rwcnt, •SCTCO, 

a.od again during the latter period of bis life. la ISS~ be wrot to Jt<UUlcm, whttc he" u 
ordained • de.coo u,d rhcn • pries t, u,d sru<lic,J at the School ol ili Holy ero.s. 1n l!'yl 
be wu &{'POinred parish pric$t u the Chuttb o/ the E.~u cha.<e of rbc Holr Sq,<,khrc in 
Atheas At this time be begac to study .c the Riunos Eccl«iosric~I &boo!. ..-bicb in i i ~ 
w:&S pl=d uoder th e direction of St K,..:tarios :\ f1n gr• duacing from the scl>ool be attco&d 
the Oni.-cnity of ... tbms, ..ad r~--eivcd the dt-grcc of lbchdor oi ro«>togy. Si;~t.=t!y 
be ser....d •• • pn:aclic:r .c 1'fC$$0IOCghi, Prrgo,, CoruHh, L&mi1., .\ mphina.. It.baa, a.od 
Halkis . . \t 6nt bis ,cacher •t rbc Riurios School. St. K,..:urios lsrer l-«.&mc oo, of 
F• tbcr Speuic:ru· cl= fric-nds. Spc......-is authored • aun ber of books, the most popular of 
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THE ORTHODOX WORD 

very pious aod brought him up ,n the nurtur. and ad111onition of the Lord 
( Eph. 6: 4). Not only t_he parents of little Anastasios, but all his rela­
tives and neighbors as well, used to look at him \vich admiration . 

He disliked childreo·s games and found pleasure io praying and 
n1emorizing psalms and holy sayings. An<l from childhood he had one 
fervid desire: to study and eventually become a preacher of the Gospel, 
even though the poverty of his parents did not permit this. Divine Pro­
vidence ho\vever had destined him to become a shepherd of men and a 

' ' teacher, for ic foreknew his future vir tue. As the Apostle Paul says: 
Tho11 whom H, fortkn,w Ht a/Jo pr,M1tin1d ( Rom. 8: 29). 

At the age of fourteen he left his birthplace and weoc to Conscan­
tinople, V\•here some relative of his engaged him as a clerk at his store. 
Whi le io the midst of ,vorldly distractions, he did not neglect prayer, 
church attendance oo holy days, /and che reading of sacred and instructive 
books. Whatever sayings and apothegms he considered beneficial to his 
neighbor he "' ' rote on packages and wrappings, so that the customers of 
the score might read chem and profit spiri tually, as he remarks in the 
preface of his book T, ,a1ury of Saying1. He says: "The present book is a 
product of long and intense work, and gre,v out of the prematurely de­
veloped ardent desire to transmit useful knowledge. For at an early age 
I envied above all the work of the teacher, and I eagerly turned to it. 
This ,vork, however, was far above my zeal, because of my inadequate 
preparation for it. But the desire was s trong and persistent . Jo order to 
fulfill it, I had recourse to the treasures of our ancestors, these being 
handy and at my disposition, and I could hoard t hem. Thus the work 
began, and a meagre collection of sayings, opinions, and apot hegms 
was made. But the means of transmitting t hem w as also difficult, owing 
to t he lack of money. I thought I could util ize as publication sheets the 
cigarette packages of Constantinople's tobacco-sellers. The idea seemed to 
me a good one, and was almost at once put into practice. Each day I wrote 
oo many of these 'sheers' various maxims from my col lection, so that the 

wbic;b is that oo the H,rmit111 PJ,q1ini, haviog gone iota four edirioos. The rext that fol­
lows is a slightly abridged tr:anslatioo of his Bi,uapbical Siut,b •/ Si. Nl(t11ri'1, which was 
publisbed ui Atheos ui 1919, nine yeus after the death of Nectuios. I have made certain 
c;orrecdons be_re and_ there oo_ tbe basis of Archimandrite Titos 1\-fattbaiakis' biography of 
the Sauit: wb~ u wc;!uded lD the book 911~1 N"'""" K1pht1la1 that wa$ edited by him 
:and published 10 1955 ,o Atheas. Mattha1ak1s had full acccu to the Saint's ucbives and 
bis biography is ~he most comprehen,ive and best documented one. However, it is r~ther 
long aad wrucen in a maooer far removed from the traditiooal style of Eastero Orthodox 
liTes of saints. 

OPPOSITE: St. N1t111ri01 . lc611 bJ Ba,il up,11r111 1/ttr an ic61J by Pb.1i01 Kon111,l•11. 
<A,,r,11J •f H,I:, Tr,nufi fl"alinz Mq,.,,sllry, &11,n, Mau, 
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customers might out of curiosity read the scacemencs and be instructed 
in \vhac is wise and good. Such \Yas the beginning of the present book 
and the longing ou t of which it gre\Y ... 

Who can read chis and not admire the Saint's great Jove for his 
neighbor? In the words of the Apostle Paul, he employs everything, he 
uses every device, in order to benefit his neighbor m.,rally. 

Not much transpired since cben, when his yearning for study be­
gan to be fulfilled . He left che score and found cmp!oyn1ent as an over­
seer of children at the school in the esta1e of the Holy Sepulchre, ,vhere 
he performed wirb great zeal the service char had been com1nined co him. 
lo addition, be caught 1he lo,ver grades and attended rhe higher ones. 

Ar the age of c,vcnty he left Consrandnople and "·enc 10 Chios, 
w~ere be wa~ appointed a primary school teacher at the villa~e of Ly­
th1. He remained here for seven years, inscrucring 1101 only students. but 
also all the peasants. exhorting chem 10 piety and virtue, and living an 
exemplary godly life. 

Being an ardent lover of t he monastic I ife, he often vi sired the 
Monas tery of cbe Holy Fathers, and conversed about the asce tic life ,vich 
t~e very devout restorer of the monastery, Fae her Pachomios. As he as­
pired to the angelic habit of t he monks, he entered Nea Moni I t he 
'New Monastery, .. and ,vas tonsured a monk, 2 receiving the new ' name 

of Lazarus. H:re he was appointed secretary, and s tayed for c hree years. 
A year after bis tonsure, 1he Metropoli tan of Chios, the ever-memorable 
Gregory, ordained him a deacon and renamed him Neccarios . Whi le at 
Nea Moni, h~studied unceasingly J:foly Scripture and t he sacred writings 
of the b~ly Fat~ers. Ac the same time his heart was being con~umed by 
t he burwn? des ire co study theology, in order chat he might become 
use~ul to his fell~w Chrisriaos. And rhe more he s tudied, rhe more chis 
desire for srudy increased in ioceosicy, even though the material means 
for such srudy ,vere always inadequate. 

. Bue God , Who'. as the Psalmist says , does th, will of those who fear 
H,m (Ps. 1~4: 19), enltghcened John Horemis, a wealthy Chi an, and he 
scot Nectanos t o At hens co study ar his expense. His joy was indescrib­
able when he arrived at t hat city, w here the great luminaries of rhe 
Chu:ch , Gregory Nazianzen and Basil, had studied. Rejoicing t ha t h is 
longing began co be fulfilled , blessing the all-holy name of the heaven! 

l. Famous for !n. supc,:b Byzantine mou.ics, which date from the middle of the cl : 
ccntury, when " " believed to have been built. event 
2. In 1876, at the age of thirty. 
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ST. NECT A RIOS 

Father, and praying for his benefactor, he devoted himself ro his studies 
with zeal and self•denial, knowing no other roads but that co the school 
and chat co the chu~ch on Sundays and holy days. 

Afcer receiv ing his high school diploma, at the exhorcarioo of bis 
patron J ohn Horemis, he ,vent co the Pa1riarch of Alexandria Sophronios. 
The la tter took him under his protection and sent him ro A.thens co 
study cheol0gy.1 

In 1885. ha\'ing finished his studies at rhe uni"ersity and received 
the degree of Bachelor of Theology. he re turned to Alexandria. Here 
Sophronios ordained him a presbyrer2 and, noc long after chis,> Mecro­
pol iran of Penrapolis and his vicar (epitropos) in Cairo The oil had now 
been placed in rhe lamp. Everyone looked at him wi1h admiracioo and 
spoke of him wi1h greac reverence, saying: "Here is a worthy function­
ary of the Mose High ; here is a man fit for t he Patriarchal throne of Al­
exandria." As rime went by, the reputation of the holy Metropolitan of 
Pen ca polis grew. This occasioned envy among chose about the Patriarch, 
and they finally succeeded io arousing 1he Pa1riarch Sophronios agains t 
him. ,..,ith rhe resul t that the holy Father ,vas removed from the Church 
of Egypt on May 3, 1890. ~ He left Egypt and wear co Athens with che 
intention of going from there co Mount Athos, co lead a monastic life. 
Bue many persons, among chem the bishop of Patras Damaskinos, 
urged him to stay io Greece? where he might greatly benefit t he people 
though his life according to Chris t and t hrough his preaching. 

W hen Nectarios arrived at Athens, he had no money at all, inas­
much as whatever money he earned in Egypt he used ro gi ve away co 
rhe poor and spend for the publication of writings char would benefit 
Chris tian readers . His disregard for money was such cha t many said : 
"'Money and t he Merropoli rao of Pencapolis are c,..,o contrary chings." 

l. He enrered the University of Atbeos io 1882. 
2. l o 1886. 
3. In 1889. 
4. The reasons given by the Puriarchate of Alexandria to the Greek government for the 
removal of Nerurios fom rhe Church of Egypt and his departure for Greece were that he 
h2d shown tendencies cowards insubordination and immor.allcy. Sec T. Manbaiakis, Osi01 
N,aari,s K,pb,,J,,,, pp. 30-33, where rhe Sain,·s corresp<?odencc shows pl,inly that he was 
a vietim of • malicious intrigue and slander. Marrhaaakis remarks (p. 39) that the re:uon 
why the Patriarch compelled Nectarios 10 le»•e the Church of Egypt w:u that be c•me to 
fear lest the clerg)' and !airy might r:a.ise Ncctarios <O the Patriarchal throne while he (So­
phronio,) was still living. 
5. l., .• in liberated Grttee. Mount .Athos was •t !1121 time ,rill under Turkish rule. Atho, 
contioued 10 have a scrong arrraction for the Saint long afttr t his. He visired its monu• 
reries in 1898, during the summer recess of the Rizarios School, which be ,hen directed. 
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And tbougb be lacked even his daily bread, he did not ask for 2nyrhing 
from anyone, nor did he say that be was in want, but wa ited with con­
fidence for Di vioe succor. 

loner as well as outer promptings finally led Neccarios co stay in 
the world and preach. He accepted an appointment as preacher in Eu­
boia.1 After serving as a preacher there for t\VO and a half years, he was 
transferred to the province of Phrhiotis aod Phocis,' ,vhere he preached 
c:he ,vord of God unt il 1894. At this time he ,vas invited by the Minis­
try of Church Affairs to assume the direction of the Rizarios Ecclesiasti­
cal Scbool.1 Here be caught pastoral theology and other subjects to the 
higher grades. 

Before bis appointment as direc tor, the Rizarios School was al­
ways in a state of disturbance; hut as soon as he cook over the direc tion 
of the school there was peace, and it began co function normally, because 
be treated the students and the scalf of the school as a loving father, and 
hence everyone loved him aod greatly respected him, obeying his coun­
sels and admooicioos. 

He often came to the Exarchace of the Holy Sepulchre, where I 
was a priest, and many times w hen be departed I accompanied him as 
far as the Rizarios School, and listened co him as he spoke in a hortatory 
manner. One day, as we were walking co cbe school, he said co me: 
"When a man comes to understand bis des tiny, and chat he is a child of 
the heavenly Farber, chat is, of the Supreme Good, be looks with con-
1empc at the goods of this ,vorld. le is true that the virtuous man en­
d~es_ cem_pcations and humiliations in chis world; but be rejoices deep 
w1 th1n his heart, because he has his conscience at peace. The world 
hates and despises virtuous men, yet it envies chem, for as our ances tors 
used to say, even the enemy admires virtue." 

Everywhere, one may say, wherever he happened to be, t he holy 
Metropolitan of Pentapolis caught piety, faith in God, and love of one's 
neighbor, Jilce a true disciple of the Lord. 

He departed from Egypt, as we have said, but he left the i=or­
cal memory of a saintly man. And when in 1899 a new Patriarch of 
Alexandria was co be elected, Patriarch Sophronios having died, Nec­
tarios was invited by many Greeks to go co Egypt and declare his can-

1. ~ appoin,mect was m&de in February, 1891, by the Micinry of Church Affain. 
2. In August, 1893. 
3. This 1<:bool was n1al,li1bed at J\1hec1 ic 1844 for the ttaiaing of prie1<1. 
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didacy co che Patriarchal 
t hrone of Alexandria . He: 
,vent there , buc Icfc fo r Ach• 
ens ar once:, because although 
he had many supporters there. 
he perceivc:J char the clergy 
of the: throne: of Alexandria 
,vere acting in support of Pho· 
cios, who. being .1 member o f 
the Brotherhood of rhe H.oly 
Sepulchre:. was a lso supported 
by Patriarch Damianos of Jc:r· 
usakm. Seeing this , as he al­
ways loved peace, the holy 
Metropolitan of Pencapolis 
returned immedia rc:I y co his 
position ac Athens. As he: cold 
me, .. Listening co the encreat• 
ic:s of our fello,v countrymen, 
1 ,vent co Egypt, not to cause 
uneasiness and factions, but 
to bring peace and love ... 

--

St :s;ecurios when dir«10r ot the Riuzios &hool 

The periodical Anapl,ui, 1 

,vrore ar chat time: : .. The can • 
didacy of His E1ninence, che 
Mecropolican of Pentapolis. is 
one of rhe we1gh1ic:sr, because 
he is among the 010~1 d1srin­
guishc:d, ,veil educated, and fervent Hicra~chs 1~e Eastern Orthodox 
Church has to sho,v. He: is a very producuve writer, an 1ndefa11gable 
,vorker of che Spirit, having as his food and pleasure the service: of the: 
word of G od and cruch . He is free of avarice to the extreme. a fiery lover 
of goodness, serene but strong. meek ye t firm . pure in li fe . He is modest, 
decorous, dignilicd in appearance and bearing, above pettiness and in­
rrigues, passion and malice. He is one of chc most superior episcopal 
personalities Aod the harmonious 1uralicy of his excellences places him 
among the most select ones. H someone abler than he should he pre­
ferred for rhe Patriarchal throne of Alexandr ia, no one ,viii rejoice more 

I. .. Rcgeceration, .. • rd igious p<eriodical lou.odcJ in I SS7. 
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than he; if he should be chosen, modest as he is, be will have only one 
.:i.mbit ion, how co prove himself " 'Ortby of bis mission in all humili ty" 
( A7iaplasis. September 9, 1899) . 

This is ,vhat Anaplasis "'' ro te. Bue G od bad d::stioc:d him to stay 
near the capital of Greece even after his deach, aoJ chrougb his holiness 
to teach piet y and love of God and neighbor. and immorcal '"ircue in 
general. 

A great number of persons \\'C:O t co him co rc:ce i\'e his counsel and 
to confess . And as certain de,•ouc " 'Omen often e xpressed to him che de­
sire to embrace che angel ic life: of nuns, he: pers1stencly c:ocreaced the 
Lord co deem him \\'Or thy of founding a convent near Athens. And God, 
Who, as Holy Scripture: says, does the w, /1 of those U'ho f,,.r Him. list<."nc:d 
to bis prayers and deign<-"d that he: should become: che found<."r of the 
Con,eor of che H oly Trinity in A<."gina, w hich "'' as es tablished as follows. 

T he: 11,ionastery of the: Dormitioo of the: Theo to kos in Aegina had 
as its 1\bbot Archimandri te T heodosios Pa paconscantioou. Saint Nec­
tarios, then di rector of th<." Rizarios School, made kno v, n co him his de­
sire co build a convent for nuns in Ac:gina, if God de ign<."d it ; and he 
25ked him if there was a sui table place chcre. The Archimandrice replied 
that near Palai a Chora1 chc:r<-" "'' ere some: ru ins that according co survi­
vi ng traditions and cescimonies beloog<."d co a convene for nuns, of wh ich 
th<."re SUITi ved only a little: ch apel dedica ted co the Zoodocbos Pighi, the 
"Life-giving Source," and two old cells . On September 10, 1904, the 
holy Farber went to A<."gina accompanied by three nuns and "''as rc:c<."iv<."d 
ac t he pier by Arch imandr icc Thcodosios. The lat t<."r led him co the cs• 
ta tc of t he monastery of ,vhich be was t he Abbot, and the next day t hey 
procc:c:dc:d to the dissolved convene, which was inh abited by an old w o• 
man, who lived by the: alms of pious Chr is t ians. 

During that whole: night the Metropolitan and his company 
prayed co t he Lord co help them rebuild t he: ruined convent , if t his ,vere 
His will. The following day be left for Athens ( for being the d irector 
of the: Riuirios School be could not be absen t) , after haviog met the 
mayor of Ac:gioa, Nicholas Pepas, and made known to him his ioceo­
tioo, that is, that he wanted co rebuild the destroyed convene, and 
begged him co repair the two surviving cells aod cede t he lo t to hi m 
for the: reconstruccion. The mayor pro mised to comply with his wishes. 

1. The formct cbid t0w0 of Mgina, of which oaly some churches survive. 

so 

f 

I 

I 

Aegioa: The Coo,·eot of the Holy Trinity, established 
by St. N~tarias, a.sit appear> today 

Jo t he meaorime Archimaodrice Theodosios undertook the: maiorenaocc: 
of chc: nuns, ,vho m rbe Saiot left at the: old cooveoc ; and on Sundays as 
well as o n o cher holy days he: sent a priest of his monastery co officiate: 
in cbe church of t he convent, until che Merropoli un sccclcd th<."rc: io 
1908. That year the Saioc retired as di reccor of chc: _Rizarios School, 
sec clc:d in Aegina, and began erecting cbc: convent " 'tth zeal and self• 

denia l. 
Who can describe chc: iodefacigablc: coils aod struggles of cbe holy 

Mccropoli rao of Pc:n ra polis for t he recooscruccion of t he: co~,·eor' Ex­
t remely vigilaoc regarding the: observance: ~f the: sacred _forms 10 ~e dox• 
ology, chant, orderliness, solemnity, and 10 the: aogc:l1c \,·ay of life: ~ad 
Christly conduce, he forbade everything chat ,vas out of_harmooy w ith 
the monastic life, part icularly chc: free: c:ncraoce of men 10 the: coovc:nc, 
inscicucing a fully coenob1tic syscem.1 

He: himself served as the pr icst of t he convent, preached t h~ w? r~ 
of God qui te: regularly, counseled the nuns both as a group and 1nd_1v1-
dually, and in a "'•ord, like,. lamp ma st,ond ( Mace. 5: 15), bc ~tdc:d 
all in chc: \vay of salvation Despi te the: many cares of the convene, he 

1 ;,. coenobi_ric monuter\' is 
0
0:d ~~~~!:i~0_:.:m~1~;' b;b~ .. ~~t1:t :~ ;d;,~~~ 

all prof"'«Y" h~l.d, 'x" c~mm::,.ed :u the first abJ'u of the ConTCot of the Holy Tria ity, 
A bltod nun n-arucu en1;1, s .. , 
from 1904 ,; 1923. when she died . . . . 

· · · f t he cOO\'ent a.nd :u th< sp1riru.al /acher of the auns. St. l\C(• 
2. ~s•.1•• ser~11i:h ~!~i'~~~etimcs with a.ssiduous stLd,· and "'tiring. es~i• lli· dunng thde 
(~IOS occupze . • . b 10 ~ a.l work of a b~av,· n.arurc ~ such 1S tillioA the gudeos an 
,,·1oter, aod someumes ~vtht m h h• ,.~,· _ ~ frotll a long distance orvo-ning ,.v1ter .. courses 
f . ·ng them w,t wattr t at , - · co . · r -,-f f h 2rms. ,,.ater1 l his shoulders for the coosrrucoon o cells or t ~ con-
and sewers carryJDg arge scoots on . . 60) 

d • · ·og the shoes of the nuns" (T. Ma11h a1:a.kas, •P· w., p. . vent. a..o rep•un 
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did not cease w riting edifying book:s fo r Christians living in the w orld: 
He " 'rote not a fe w and published most of chem. His writings include 
l Str1nons, 2 Drvtrs, Ser1non1, 3 The S111111 Ecu,n,nical S7nods, 4 M er!lorial Ser• 
i•tets, 5 God' s Revelation, 6 Conetming Man, 7 Care of the Soul, S Tru, and Ps,udo 
Edu,ation , 9 Tr~asury of S~yint,1, 10 ChriJt,an Ethics , 11 Pastoral Th,olot,y, 
12 Sacrrd Cattch1sn1, 13 Chr1Jtology, 14 The Immortality of the Soul , 15 Th, 
Gospel StorJ, 16 Study on R,p,ntanc,, 17 Confession, 18 Th, Sacra11101t of th, 
Holy Eucharist, 19 Thu Saints of God, 20 Prayer Book, 21 Know Thyself, 
22 Th,otokariott, 23 Pandect of th, Divinely- inspired Scriptur,s, 24 The Psalter, 
25 Hyrnns to the Holy Trinity, 26 St. Augustine's Book of Cri,s to God, 27 Study 
Concffnint, tht Causes of th, Schism, 28 The One, Holy, and Apostolic Church, 
29 Sacred Tradition, 30 Th, Divin, Myst,ries, 31 Historical Study Conetmint, 
th, Precious Cro1s, 32 The Ever-Virgin Theotokos. These he published at 
Cairo, Alexandria, aod Athens. His unpubl ished works arc ten io num• 
bcr.1 Al l his writ ings evince bis profound learning and true Jove o f God 
and of neighbor. 

After settling at the convent he lived an altogether spiritual life, 
being ah,:ays in a state of divine cootcmplatioo, like Arseoios the Great 
aod the ocher Wakeful Fathers. He never neglected meocal prayer : Lord 
Jesus Chri1t, hav, mercy upon ,n,.1 For chis reason ao exceptional sweetness 

I. Since ,his was wriueo ( 1929), the following 
works o,f S~- ~•curios ~er: edited and published by 
M_a11ha1akis 10 the periodical Th,,/,1,ia: Th, Divin, 
Ltltlf"l,J •f tb. HolJ and G/.,.i,111 A~ul, .. nd Evan1,1li11 
M,,,k ( Athcos, 19~5, Vol. 26, No. 1, pp. 1 ◄·36) and 
Hi,,.,;,,,/ S111dy C,n<- int. rh, Orui,ud F,,,,, ( 1956, 
Vol. 27, No. 3, pp. ◄6}-◄80). 
2. Arch imandritc Amphilochios M.akris ( of the 
Monaster y of St. Joho the Divine io Patmos) who 
k?ew Ncetarios pcrsooally, having associated with 
him from 191◄ 10 the time o f his dcacb remarks: .. . 

He was a mao of prayer, aod had one thought , 
how 10 create cenrers of prayer. He spoke of mcn­
ral prayer because he had cultivated this higher 
mode of prayer in himself" (Ma«aiakis, ,p. ,i,. 
p. 132) . 

Th, la1I photot,,aph of the Saint, 
talun a f,w 1non1h1 IHfor, bis repo11. 

I 

ST. NECTARIOS 

radiated from his serene countenance, showing a holiness of sanctifica tion 
in che Holy Spirit. 

He ,vas venerable, meek, kindly, humble, extremely compassion• 
ate and charitable. He carried on the good struggle until he was assailed 
by a serious disease, or rather un til the time came for him to depi rc 
to Christ, after Whom he had aspired, and receive the crown of 
righ teo usncss. 

For a year and a half he suffered from proscantis, experiencing 
severe pains and eoduriog chem with exemplary fortitude, always cban· 
king cbe heav('oly Father and blessing Hu all-holy oame. Despi te the 
sharpness of the pains, he a t firs t refused co submit to medical treatmen t. 
As the s isters, bo...,·ever, persis ted in their entreaties, be fi nally yielded 
aod ,vas taken co the Arecaieoo Hos pi ta l.1 Herc, after a period of fifty 
days, he surrendered bis spiri t to the Lord oo November 8, 1920, at the 
age of sevent y-four. 

Some time after his falling a,leep, strangely a fragrance was 
emitttc:d by his holy body, filling t he room io which it lay :.Lnd from 
which it was carr ied the next day co t he chapel of the hospi tal, and 
rheoce by automobile: to t he Church of t he Holy Trinity at Piraeus. 
While i t was in the church many ,vent to venerate i t, aod w ith amaze:• 
ment noted the fragrant myrrh that was dripping from bis hair and 

bcard.2 

The same day it was brought to cbe town of Aegioa and from 
there, as a precious treasure, co his convent, w here it was buried with 

great solemoicy. 
After live moochs the nuos, desiring co construct a marble comb; 

opened h is grave and remo ved the sacred body, which ,vas whole and 
unaltered, emitted a fragrance, aod bore a ll t he signs of sainthood. It 
remained in chc Abbess' office until cbc cooscructioo of the comb had 

been completed. 

1. At Athens. 
2. Such • pbcoomcooo bas bceo noted in t bc case of certain other Saints, who ha•e come 
10 be known as m,,.,1,,.;, "myrrh-emitting ... Thus, io_ , he [-mid,, of St. Joho Cl ima~o• 
we read of a "wonderful man " named ~icoas, who had l"•ed LO a monastery for lifty-010e 
years fulfill ing c,•cry kind of office (d~u,.,,,,,,): "On the third day aft~r the falling asleep 
of ,bis holy mao, as we were performing 1hc cusi?mat)' memorial sc,vtec, suddenly the en­
tire place w here ,he Saiot was lyiog was filled with fragra.nce. Theo the great man ( the 
Abbot) allowed us 10 uncover the coffin in which the, Saiot had be~o pla~!"1- This done, 
we saw thac frograot myrrh w as flowing from the precious soles of !us feet (L..lltr, Con• 

stantinoplc, 1883, p. 37), 
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Three years after the death of the Saint, the nuns opened the 
tomb and found the holy body incorrupt as before and giving off che 
same fragrance. When the Mose Blessed Archbishop of Athens Chrysos­
tom personally examined ic vvith devout interest, he ordered that the 
body be placed again io t he grave and removed at the cod of seven years 
from che falling asleep of the Sainc.1 The nuns acted accordingly, and 
the body was henceforth regarded as sanctified. 

I, coo, went to the convene of che ever memorable, Most Holy 
Nectarios, together with Arch imandritc Thcodosios Papacoostaocinou, 
because I had been hearing a great deal about the sacred body. Now I 
confess w ith absolute sinceri t y that when I approached the tornb co 
pray, I smelled the fragrance of the holy body; and I vvas so moved, chat 
1 cried with all my heart and all my soul: .. Truly, the Metropolitan of 
Pentapolis Ncctarios bas received from God the gift of sa inthood, like 
the Saines of our Orthodox Faith!" 

The ever-memorable one performed not a few miracles when he 
was living and continues co work many after his death.' We omit them 
for the sake of brevity and because, as St. Gregory t he Theologian says 
in bis sermon on the death of St. Basil the Great, "miracles arc for the 
unbelieving and not for the believers. The marks of Saints arc their life 
according to God and their divine conduct." But a most truthful piece 
of evidence of t he sainthood of Ncctarios is the fragrance emi tted by his 
sacred body.l It is a very clear sign of the indwelling of Divine grace in 
him, both before and after his death. 

1 .. The removal of the relics of St. Necrarios took place oo Sept. 2, 1953, t he body haviog 
remained whole aod incorrupt until! a few years prior to this. S11 T. Mauhaiak.is, •/'· cit . 
p. 82. 

2. Marhaiakis says this about the miracles of the Saint: .. The holy F21her worked mira­
cles while still la•io,:. But the miracles which the grace of God has been performing io 
the lairhlul through bis intercession are iooumerablc. These miracle, are cveo,s wioessed 
in each iosunce by maoy persons and indeed by tru.iworrhy. eminent men, distinguished 
for their higher educ•tion, character, and social position. Moreover, whenever they have 
occurred, they have b«n perceived by all the pilgrims present, who uw the sulferers io 
their former sure for whole hours and sometimes rook part in the sul>duing of luotic per• 
soos poue:ucd by evil spirits. Hence chcs-c miracles are facts -aucucd by so many men, not 
as a result of suggcsrioo or other ouch cause. bur by each one airer person•l observation 
and judgment. l'urrhermore, miracles have often taken place far from rhe convent and the 
island ol Aegina, and have bcco described by the healed pilgrim, who come to the coo­
••nt with offering, .. (,,. ri,. , pp. 78 • 79). 

). AJ,,,. th, r,mo,•~1 •J rh, r,r,winr •/ St, N,ct,,,.i,r f,.,,, th, tomb th,y ,_., found II 11nit ,1n 
,.,If.bl, fraudnct """!." ,b,,. ,,,,.,., M,,11b.i.w1 informs UI (op. cit., pp. ll, 62). 
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whether fqr our 1in1 qr f qr 01htr rea1ons 

lurou•n 10 God, 1be jl,sb and skin finally 
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S:iinr Necrarios arrained to che same enviable level of saincbood 
as che grtac luminaries and Saines of our Church. He did noc ascend 
upon pillars, nor did he ,vithdr:nv ro hermitages, nor did he contend 
\\•ich cruel persecutions and tragic tortures, like chose grea t combatants 
of our holy religion, che Martyrs ; bur "'e cao say that his whole life 
was nothing else chan a concinuous doxology 10 God, and a rirelcss ef­
fort and assiduous concern to benefit suffering sociery n1orally and reli­
giously. He Jived in che world, buc., vas not, as the Saviour says, of the 
" 'orld. Herrod on the earth yet conducted himself like a ci ti zen of hea· 
vrn. He had the form of man, bur lived like an angel. He was clothed 
wich flesh, bur ,vas a strict keeper and guardian of chastity . He associa­
ted with various kinds of persons, bur spoke as a spiritual man , alien ro 
che present world. He ,vas cransporced by sublime ideals and warmed 
by rbe aspiration for n1oral perfection, and hence he abided in a srace of 
inner calm and blessedness. His ,vas a peacemaking holiness, inspired by 
e vangelical vir tue and medication on che erern aJ Kingdom of God. 

SOME MIRACLES 
OF SAINT NECT A RIOS 

By D. PANAGOPOULOS1 

Translat,d by Constantin, Cavarnos 

I 

During rhe las t days of h is life , the Saine was in rhe room for che 
incurables of the hospital, among many poor patients who were at the 
point of death. Beside his bed chere was a patient who was paralyzed 
for years. As soon as the Saint gave up his spirir, a nurse of the hospi• 
cal together with the nun who had accompanied the Saint began 10 pre­
pare the holy body for t ransporta tion co Aegina and burial. \li1hen they 
removed the old sweater of the Saint, rhey placed i I for convenience on 
che bed of rbe paralytic and cont inued preparing the body. Strangely, 
the paralytic patient at once became well and rose from bis bed, praising 
the Lord. This was the first miracle after the falling aslecp2 of t he Sainr, 
through which God our Lord confirmed the sainthood of Nectarios. 

1. Panogopoalor, a •ery devout Orthodox layman, is the author of many religious works. 
The acc.ouou of che miradea that follow h ave btto taken from his book, N,thint, i, Una,r, 
.hi, f,r St. N.,,,,,;,,, which w:u litst publiJbed io 1963 and ha, siace gone into • third edi• 
rion The 6rst edition reports 83 miradu; the third, 200. 
2. Klinu,i,, a term u.scd co deoote the death of the rigbteou,. 
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SOME MIRACLES OF ST. NECTARIOS 

II 
Mrs. Anna Ioannou Katsouoaki, a resident of Piraeus, relates 

the following: 
In 1949, I was operated on ac the anticancer hospical "Saine 

Sa vvas," because I ,vas suffering from cancer, and chey removed my en­
tire uccrus. When the definice period of therapy •Nas O\•er, Doctor Papa• 
conscantinou joyfully declared thac I had now escaped from the danger 
of death Do noc be afraid any longer, he said . However, if you should 
ever see blood, then realize chac your cod has arrived, because ic is a 
sign that cancer has appeared somewhere again and has produced a new 
malignant spot. 

Eight years passed since then, ,vhcn in May, 1957, I felt pains in 
mv abdomen, ~vhich resulted in the appearance of blood one evening, 
that is, of chat sign which \Vas notifying me of my end I spent all that 
night si tting in my bed and crying inconsolably. In the morning my sis­
ter Eleftheria and ber husband Nicholas Morczanos, returning from Ae· 
gina, where they had spent the Easter holy days, dropped in my home. 
Alchough I wanted to conceal my misfortune, in order not to make them 
unhappy, my sister, seeing my pitiful state, insisted on learning what 
my trouble was. As she justly insisted, my hu)band had to reveal the 
truth. 

My sis ter at once, displaying no fear, but with composure and 
confidence, which she drew from her faith in the miracle-worker Saint 
Nectarios, approached me and consoled me, saying: 

" Don'c be afraid, my sisrcr. You believe in God and accept the 
many miracles of St. Neccarios " ·hich have taken place in our family." 

At this point she took a small bottle from her handbag, contain­
ing oil from the sacred lamp (kandela) of Saint Ncccarios, ga,·c it co me 
and said: 

"Take this and pray co the Saint to make you well. I shall pray, 
coo. Daub your abdomen with this blessed oil of the Saine, and resc 
assured tha t in this w ay you shall become \\•el l." 

I complied fully with her suggestion, prayed, sought the help of 
Sc. Neccarios . And behold the miracle! From chac rime my pains stopped, 
I felt well, and rhe flo\v of blood ceased . From then until today, \Vhcn 
I am writ ing you about my case, io the year 1962, I am perfectly free of 
the accursed disease . 

Ble~scd be the name of Saint Nectarios! 
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ITT 
Miss Cather ine Drettakis, a resident of 13 Stracegou Koutouli 

Street, Koukaki, Athens, re laces the following: 
My father, Emmanuel Dreccakis, suffered from kidney scones. On 

July 17, 1962, he had a crisis of che kidneys. He went to the physician 
Androulakis and was examined . The latter said chat scones bad been 
formed and bis condition was critical. Every day his condition became 
worse. and at the advice of the same physician he entered the Clinic 
"Precious Cross," on July 26 , 1962. As soon as he w as admitted, chey 
tested his blood and found that che urea bad reached 1.95. They made 
ao X-ray examioacioo of cbe kidneys aod found chat they were swollen 
and thus the flow of urine was blocked. The physician cold us that ao 
operation had to be performed. le was to be performed on July 28, but 
my father entrea ted the doctor to postpone the operation, and he post­
poned it co July 30. 

The afternoon before the operation, my Father begged my mother 
to br ing him some oil of Sa int Nectarios. As soon as sh'c brought it, be 
got up, prayed for five minutes, and drank it. 

The same evening I had a photograph of the Saint, w hich I placed 
oo my pillow, and I prayed almost during the whole night to t he Saint 
to restore my father's heal th. 

After he took the oil, his water began co pass like a stream aod 
simul taneously the scones began to come ouc one after che o ther. The 
next day, the blood and the urine were tested. They were normal; and 
my father returned home full of health, thanks to the miraculous power 
of t he Sa int . 

IV 
Mrs. Demetra Aoar. Petrakou, of Ambelochorion, Laconia, re­

lates the following : 
In July of 1963 I was admitted to the Z anneion Hospital at Pi­

raeus, and was operated on the left breast, where I had a tumor. Meer 
my departure from the hospital, I cook radiation treatments at the Anti• 
cancer Hospital ( St. Savvas). But after 45 days a tumor appeared on my 
right breast, and you can imagine ... 

At the Anticancer Hospital a lady urged me to pray to St . Necta­
rios, o therwise I would accomplish nothing. Io my despair, I went to 
Aegina together wi th my husband, and prayed and entreated the Saint 
with my whole soul. We took o il from the sacred lamp of the Saint and 
crossed the tumor, and it automatically disappeared. Glory co God I 
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ON THE WRITINGS 
OF SAINT NECTARIOS 

By JOHN MA \ ' ROS 
Graduare of the T heological School, 

UnivtrJit:, of Athens 

HE WRITINGS OF St. Neccarios cover almost the whole realm 
of theological thought. Especially respected are his moral 
w orks and his praises of the Most Holy Virgin. Unit ing in his 

writings originality of thought, elegance of style, and a fortunate choice 
of subjects , he is considered one of the greatest and most discerning pre­
lates of our times. 

His published works are over thirty in number, as enumerated 
above in his Life . Knowing well both Lacio and French, he was able to 
treat fully the subjects he chose. His Study Cqm1rning th, Caus,s of th, 
S.hism is considered co be a thorough refutation of the Papist errors in 
such matters as Papal infallibility. 

More than in these qualities, however, the force of the Saint's 
wri tings lies in the assistance they give to the faith of his readers, as 
well as in the harmony of the Saint's owo life with them. His own ex­
planation of the reason for his writing will make this clear. He mentions 
among ocher things io the introduction to his Christolog:, that: 

"Our main purpose in composing the present Chriscology was to 
maintain Christians io faith, so that they may be firm and immovable 
in faith, worthily putting the Gospel into practice without fearing any 
enemy, reasonably and rightly and reverently living in this age in ex• 
pectation with divine hope of our Lord and Divine Glory ... " 

St . Neccarios could proper ly be characterized as a " new Kolly11.s1," 
continuing the struggle for strict Orcbodo~ and .spiri tual life of .the 
famous KglJyvMUs of the 18th century: Saints N1codemos, Malcar10s, 
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Arscnios, and ochers.1 Never did he th ink his attainmenrs suffic ient, 
a lways w .1.s he io search of new ways ro express h is o verflow ing feelings 
of love for men . 

T hus he writes io one o f his lccrcrs: 
· ·1 began think ing about finding a suitable place no t far away 

fro m the conven t , about half or three quar ters.of an ho ur a way , where 
a theological scho~l co uld be buil t from w hich preachers \VOuld go out 
to preach G od's word, full o f zeal and divine love, working with com­
plete self.abnegat ion fo r Christ's Church, offering themselves as sacrifices 
to Jesus Christ on the d ivine altar of love. Pray to God that n1y desire 
may be fulfil led fo r God "s g lo ry and fo r the good o f humanity." 

Only a heart afla me wi th divine lo ve can chink and act \v ich such 
self-abnegat ion and continual exertion of its strength in t he service of 
the gospel of love. 

It is perhaps surprising that , in spire of the evident "sociabi lity" 
which the Saine possessed , he never undervalued t he perfect sacr ifice of 
those souls w ho, in their fa ithfu lness co God, abandoned all co live alo ne 
and pray in holes of the earth. Io reply co a monk who found a great 
ineq uality between the episcopal rank of the Saint and h is monastic 
status, he wrote: 

"Allow me, your holiness, to express my opinion on the relative 
worthiness and preeminence of these two pcr1,ons (bishop and monk) . I 
wo uld say tha t your hol iness rightly d ist inguishes an inequali ty between 
them, but t hat you wrongly find the preeminence: to lie w ith the rank 
o f b ishop. As fo r us , dear bro ther, feeli ng such an inferiority and naked­
ness, we do not dare to compare ourselves to the lease of the monks, 
living in the exercise of the decent policy. Truly , what is more brilliant 
and worthy of respect than th is policy? It is what orders the w hole 
picture and g ives to it it s arche typal beauty. It conducts to bliss, orna­
ments existence, and leads co philosophy; it discovers mys teries, learns 
truth ... conducts to God. T his is why, dear bro ther, I am convinced 
that the mo nk is preeminent to the bishop ; this I confess in :i.11 sin-. .. 
cer1ty ... 

T his is a true eulogy of the angelic policy , uttered by the heart 
:i.nd lips of St . Ncctuios. But th is peaceful, holy he:i.rt could become 
fiery when it came to quest ions of fa ith. In one of the last works of bis 
1. See Tl,, Ortb•J,,x w.,J, vol. 1, no. 5, p. 165. 
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life, the Manual for Prit srs , Sc. Neccarios examines the q uest ion of the 
primacy of the Bisho p of Ro me, using a calm and clear b1scorica l judge­
ment , from a thoroughly Orthodox po int of view. He ootes : 

"'Concerning the Evange lis t John. t he fam d 1:1.r fricod of Chr ist, 
the Virgin :i.nJ Theologian . \vhat shall I say fi rst and last? \Vhich laud 
and hymn shall I bring forch? Who has heard s uch praise as the Evan­
gel ise has had? lo chc Lauds he is called · ·s\vcctncss of t he Tr inity," 
after rc:cc:iv1ng all o ther praises. And yec, through the primacy of Peter 
:i.od because of thei r succession to his priv ileges , St John comes after and 
was o bliged co be subor<linatt·d while living to such as Linus, Anicitus, 
a nd Clement, the successors of Pc:rcr ( 1f indeed they were), and thro ugh 
t hem to receive the dog manc trut hs !!!" ( 1907 ed , p . 81.) Truly an ex­
cellent reply, imposing silence o n the nonsense of the Papal primacy. 

Co rrespondence: with his spiritua l ch ildren, and especially witb 
t he sis terhood under his spir itual guidance, took much of the Sain t 's 
t1me. The largest number of h is letters da te from the years 1904-1908, 
and they presen t in re lief the innocent soul and the attainmen t of the 
Saint Even :i. small sampling of these will persuade the reader of his 
spiritu:i. l vi tality. To the nuns 10 Aegina he wri tes: 

"Seek God e very day, but in your heart , and not ou tside of it , 
and oo d iscovering Him stand with fear and trembling. like the Cher­
ubim and Seraphim, as your he:i.rt becomes God 's dwell ing pl ace. 
To d isco ver the Lord, humble yo urse lf co the earth before Him, for the 
Lord rejects the proud and h ighmindcd , but loves and visits the humble 
of heart .. . When we arc delivered from the malice of pride and become 
humble, en throning humili ty in o ur hearts, we possess all ; because hu­
mility is elevat ing and bears wi th i t t he whole choir of virtues, and 
w hen one becomes humble all the virtues follow . .. " 

On another occasio n, ,vishing co pro tect the young and inexperi­
enced sis terhood from excesses of indiscretion :i.nd their sad consequences, 
he wro te co the Abbess Xc:o is : 

" .. . Remember chat you arc women and do not try co be equal to 
men . .. Without courage of soul great unde rtakings arc impossible:, and 
when one dares co co mmence such uodcrcakings before his soul has been 
strengthened through moral virtues; he w il l be seduced_ :i.nd_ fal l. T ~is is 
why I intend and wish you to ,va lk in the w:i.y of caut100 10 :i.1 1 ~hto~s, 
performing the obligations of the mon:1.st1c state as ,,.-ell as rhc obltgau oo 
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to maintain your body and health, seeking your moral perfect ion." 
T he reader may easily admire t he simplicity of the Saint's expres­

sion aod its w1sc.lom . In chis he offcts a contrast to the theologians of co• 
day v.•ho occupy themselves w ith ""inccllcctual" t heology while remai­
ning quite confused and uns table in thought; with them "word is 
fought by any w ord," i . , ., what they build today is pulled down to­
morro\v, if not by themselves then by their opponents. 

Both the life and the works o f St. Nectarios have been a true 
blessing to Orthodox people. The sincere soul ia search of guidance can 
find in him everything holy, everything elevating, a true model to 

follo\v. 
His integral personality may be seen also in his face . It -- the 

first photograph in Orthodox hagiology, together with chat of the 
Russian Saint John of Kroostadc -- calls all of us to sec w here grace 
and redemption arc to be fouod , namely in the fulfillment of the com­
mandments, and io the ministration of love. 

As the raio fell oo the earth of Aegina Island and gave life to 
the thirsry land, after t hree and a half years of drought, through the 
prayers of the Saint -- may his prayers now in heaven in the same way 
bring down the rain of Divine grace on us, t o aid us t o bring forth true 

worlcs of repentance. Amen. 
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A n official 1tat,ment , ba11d on Sovitt 1ourc,1 thmu,lws, 
on the existmc, in th, USSR of 

THE CATACOMB CHURCH 
EPISTLE OF METRO POLIT AN PHILARET 

TO ORTHODOX BISHOPS AND ALL WHO HOLD DEAR 
TH E FATE OF THE RUSSIAN CHURCH1 

In recent days the Soviet Government in Moscow and various parts 
of the world celebrated a new anniversary of the October Revolution of 
1917 which brought it co power. 

We, on t he o ther hand, call to miod in these days t he begiooini 
of the way of t he cross for the Russian Orthodox Church, upon which 
from chat time, as it were, all the powers of hell have fallen. 

Meeting resis tance on the part of Arch pastors, pastors, aod laymen 
strong in spirit, the Communist power, io its 6ghc with religion, began 
from the very 6rsc days the anempt co weaken t he Church not ooly by kil­
ling chose of her leaders who were strongest io spirit, but also by means 

of the arti6ci al creation of sch.isms. 
Thus arose che so-called "'Living Church" and t he renovation 

movement which had the character of a Church tied to a Proccstanc-
' Communist reformation. Notwicbscandiog the support of che Govern-

men t, this schism ,vas cr ushed by che inner powc:r of the Church. It was 
too clear co believers cha c t he ""Renovated Church'" was uncanooical and 
altered Orthodoxy. For chis reason people did not follow it . 

The second at tempt, after t he dea th of Patriarch Tikhon and the 
arrest of t he locum 1,n,n1 of che patriarchal throne, Mecropoli tan Peter, 
had greate r success. The Soviet power succcdcd in 1927 in sundering in 
part the inner unity of the Chur~h . By con~emeot io pris~n, torrurc:, and 
special methods, it bro ke the w ill of che v1c~r of the patnar~al /ocmn tr• 
nms, Metropolitan Sergy, and secured from him the proclamauoo of a de­
clara tion of che complete loyalty of the Church co t he ~vice _power, even 
co t he poin t w here t he joys and succrsscs of che Soviet Un100 were de­
clared by the Metropolitan co the joys and successes of the: Church, and 
i ts failures co be her failures . What can be more blasphemous t han such 

I . 0,1/»d,x R,.,11;.,, 1965, no. 22. 
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an idea, which w as justly appraised by many at chat time as an attempt 
to unite light with darkness, and Christ \Vith Delia!. Both Patriarch Ti­
khon and Metropoli tan Peter, as well as ochers who served as /ocum tene111 
of the Patriarcha_J throne, had t°arlier refused ro sign a similar declara tion, 
for which they were subjected to arrest , imprisonment, and banishment. 

Protesting against this declaration •· which was proclaimed by 
Meer. Scrgy by himself alone, wit hout the agreement of the suppressed 
majority of the episcopate of the Russian Church, violat ing thus the 34th 
A po~tolic Rule1 

-- many bishops who Vl'cre rhco in t he death camp at 
Solovki2 wrote to the Metropolitan: ·· Any goverorocot can sometimes 
make decisions that arc foolish. unjust, cruel , co \vhich the Church is 
forced co submit, but w hich she cannot rejoice over or approve . One of 
the aims of the Soviet Government is the extirpation of religion, but the 
Church cannot acknowledge its successes in this direct ion as her own 
successes·· (Open Letter from Solovki, Sept. 27, 1927). 

The courageous 1najority of the sons of the Russian Church did 
not accept the declarat ion of Meer. Sergy, considering that a union of 
the Church with the godless Soviet Sta te. which had set itself the goal 
of aon,h ilaring Christianity in general , cou ld not exi~t on principle . 

But a schism nonetheless occurred. The minority , accepting the 
declaration, formed a central administ ration, the so-called "Moscow 
Patr iarchate," which, \vhile being supposedly officially recognized by 
rhe authorities, in ac tual fact received no legal r ights whatever from 
them ; for they continued, now without hindrance, a most cruel persecu­
tion of the Church. Io the words of Joseph, Metropoli tan of Perrograd, 
Metr. Scrgy, having proclaimed the declaration, entered upon the path 
of "monstrous arbitrariness, flac ccry, and betrayal of the Church co the 
interests of athciim and the destruction of the Church." 

The majority, renouncing the declaration, began an illegal eccle­
siastical cxisccoce. Almost all the bishops were tortured and killed in 
death camps, among them the Jocum ten, 111 Mctr. Peter, Meer. Cyril of 

1. \Vhich reads: Th, bishops of "'tTJ n111,.,, ,,,,,,, MWwl1d1,1 bim who is ft,11 tml4nt, 1hm, 11,u/ ,,,_ 
ctiml him 111 1h,i, b.ad, aT1d do notbint, of ton"1"'"" u,i1ho111 bis ton1n 11 ... 8111 nt11b,, /11 b,m who 
is th, ft r,t tU mtytbint, w i1/,q111 th, r1ns,nt of ,11/ . .. 

2. Solovki : the Solovetski lslaods in the \\1bite Sea, where one of Russia's greatest cocoo• 
bitic moouteries wu situated . Founded by Su. Zossima and Savvati in the 15th century , 
the Transfiguration 1-{onastery was the heart of the "Northern Thebaid" and a source of 
Christi an enlightenment and culture for the whole of the northern regions. After the Rev• 
olution of 1917 the Soviet Government turocd 1he monastery into a forced-labor coocenrra• 
tion camp, where thousands of innocent clergymen and laymen died, enriching with their 
martyn' blood tbc already rich hagiography of the holy islands. 
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Kazan, who was respected by all, and Meer. Joseph of Pcrrograd, \\'ho 
was shoe to death ac the end of 1938, as \VCII as many ocher bishops and 
thousands of priests, m::inks, nuns, anJ courageous laymen. Those bishops 
and clergy who miraculously remained ali"c began to Jive illcgally and 
ro serve Divine services sccrcdy, hiding themselves from the authori t ies 
and originating in this fashion the Catacomb Church in the Soviet Union. 

Little news of chis Church has come co the free \vorld. The Soviet 
press Joog kept silent abou t her. wishing to give the impression chat all 
believers in the USSR s tood beh ind <he MoscO\V Patriarchate. They cveo 
attempted co deoy en t irely the existence of the Cacacomh Church. 

Bue chcn, after chc dea th of S1alin and the exposure of his ac riv• 
icy, and especially after che fa ll of Khrushchev, chc Soviet press has be­
gun co wri ce more and more ofrcn on the secret Church in the USSR, 
calling it che ··sect" of Tru,-Orrhodox Chr11tian1. l e was apparently im­
possible co keep silcoc about it aoy longer; irs numbers arc too grea t and 
it causes chc authori ties coo much a larm. 

Unexpectedly in the" Atheist Dictionary" (Scace Policical Liccra­
rurc Publishers, !v[osCo\v, 1964) , oo pp 123 and 124 the Catacoll1h Church 
is openly discussed. " Trut•Orthodox CbriJtians, " we read in the " Diction­
ary," " an Orthodox sect, originating in the years 1922-24. It \vas organ­
ized in 1927, when Meer. Scrgy proclaimed the principle of loyalty to 
the Soviet po V1·er." " Monarchist" ( "'·c \vould say ecclesiastical) "cle­
ments, having united around Meer. Joseph ( Pctrovykh) of Leningrad" 
( Pecrograd) " ·•]01,phites," or, as the same Dictionary says, T1~onit11, 
"formed io 1928 a 1,uiding ctnlff, th, Tru,-Orrhodox Church, and un1Ccd all 
groups and clements which came ouc against the Soviet order" ( "':c may 
add from ourselves, "atheist" order) . " The T,u,-Orthodox Church directed 
into the villages a multitude of monks and nuns," for the mos_c _part of 
course priests, we add again from ourselves, \v ho cele~ra ccd D1v1oc se_r· 
vices and rices secretly and "conducted propaganda against chc leadership 
of the Orthodox Church,";.,, agaiosr the Moscow Pacriarchacc wh, c_h 
had given in ro the Soviet power, " a~pcaling to people_ nor co submit 
ro Soviet la\vs," \vhich arc d irected, quite apparently , against the Church 

of Christ and faith . 
By the rcscimony of the .. Atheist ? ic~i.ooary,',', ~he True•Orr_~odox 

ChriJtians organized and continue ro org~n,z~ house, ,.,. , s~crec, c~ta­
comh churches and monasteries .. . preserving 1n full the docrnne and rices 
of Orthodoxy_" They "do nor acknowledge the autho~i ty of the Ortho-

d P · h" · the successor of Meer. Scrgy, Patriarch Alexy. ox acr1arc , , ., . , 
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"Striving to fence off" the T rut•Orthodqx Chri1ti11n1 " from the in• 
tluc:ncc of Soviet reality, " chiefly of course from a theis t propa ganda, 
" their leaders ... make use of the: myth of Antichri1t, w ho h as supposedly 
b«o ruling io the \vorld since 1917 ... The anti•Christian na ture: of the 
Soviet power is undoubted for any sound-thin k ing person , and all the 
more for a Christian. 

Tn1, -0rth11Jqx Christians "usually refuse to participate in elections," 
which in the Soviet Union, a count ry deprived of freedom, are sim ply a 
comedy, ·· and o ther public functions; they do not accept pensions, do 
not allO\'o" t heir child ren to go to school beyond the fou r th class ... " 
Here is an unexpected Soviet tes t imony of t he tru th , to w hich nothing 
need be added. 

Honor and pra ise to the Tru,-OrthoJqx Christ ians •· heroes o f the 
spiri t and confessors, who have nor bowed before the terrible power, 
which can stand only by terror and force and has become accustomed to 
the abject flattery of i ts subjects. T he Soviet rulers fall into a rage over 
the fi.ct that there exi st people who fear God more t han men. They a rc 
powerless before the m illions of True OrthoJqx Christi11111. 

However, besides the True-OrthqJox Church in the Soviet lJnioo and 
t he Mosco w Patriarchate, w hich have communion neither of prayer nor 
of any other kind with each o ther, there exists yet a third pa r t of the 
Russian Church·- free from oppression and persecution by the atheists .• 
the Russian OrthodlJx Church Out1id1 of Russia. She has never broken the 
spiriruaJ and prayerful bonds w ith the Catacomb Church in the home• 
l a nd . Afu:r t bc last war many members of this Church appeared abroad 
and entered into the Russian Church Outside Russia, and thus the bond 
between these two Churches w as strengthened yec more • a bond which 
lus been sustained illegally up to t he prcseoc time. As time goes on, i t 
becomes all the stronger and better established , 

The part of the Russian Church that is abroad and free is called 
upon co speak in the free world in the name of the persecuted Catacomb 
Church io the Sovie t Union; she reveals co all the truly tragic condition 
of bcli_evcn in the USSR, which the atheis t povver so carefully hushes 
op, w 1ch t he aid of the Moscow Patriarchate ; she calls on chose w ho 
luvc not lose shame and conscience 10 help 1he persecu1cd . 

T his is why ic is our sa.crcd duty co wacch over the ex istence o f 
t he R1111it1n Churcl, Our1,tk of R1111i11 . The Lord, che searcher of hearts 
ha ... iog permicu:d His Church co be subjccu:<l to oppression, persecutio n: 
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and deprivation of a ll rights in che godless Soviet State, has given us, 
Russian exiles, in che free world the talent of frttdom, and He expects 
from us the increase of this talent a nd a skillful use of it. And we have 
not the right to hide it in the earth . L:c oo one dare to say co us chat 
we should do th is, lee no one push us co a mortal sio. 

For the fate of our Russian Church we, Russian bishops, arc 
responsible before God, and oo one io che world can free us from chis 
sacred obligation. No one can underscand better than we what is hap­
pening in our homeland, of which no one can have any doubt. Many 
t imes foreigners, even Orthodox people and those v<.>s ted with high ec­
clesiastical rank, have made gross errors in cooocccion w ich the Russia.a 
Church and false conclusions concerning her present condition . May God 
forgive them this, since they do ooc know what they arc doing. 

This is why, whether ic pleases anyone or not, cbc R.u11i11n 
OrthqJox Church 01111id1 of l{ussio will continue co exist and w ill raise her 
voice in cbe defense of the faith . 

She will not be silent: 
l. As long as chc Soviet power shall conduct a merci less bat tle 

against the Church and believers, about which the whole Soviet press 
also testifies, except fo r the ]ournoJ of the M o1cow Patriorchatt. 

2. As long as, by the testimony of the same press, there cxiscs in 
the USSR a sttrt f, Cotacomb Tr111·0rth0Mx Church, by its very cxisceocc 
tes ti fying co persecutions against the faith and co complete absence of 
freedom of religion. 

3 . As long as the Soviet power shall forec the hicrarcbs of chc 
M oscow Patriarchate manifestly to lie and affi rm chat there a rc no per· 
secucioos against t he Church in the USSR and tha t rhc Church there 
supposedly en joys complete freedom in accordance with the Soviet 
consti tu t ion(Mecropolitaos Pi men, Nicodjm, John of New York, Arcbbp. 
A lexy, and o chers). 

4 . As long as the ]011rn11l of rh, Moscow Potriarchar,, at cbc demand 
o f the a u thorities, docs not men tion even a single church chat bas 
been closed and des troyed, while at the same time Soviet oc\vspapers 
speak of hundreds and thousands. 

5, As Jong as churches in chc USSR shall be defiled by atheists, 
being converted into movie-houses, storehouses, museums, clubs, apart• 
ments, etc., of which fact t here are living witnesses in cbc persons of 
tourists who have been to Soviet Union. 

67 



THE ORTHODOX WORD 

6. Until the t housands o f des troyed and defiled churches shall be 
restored as churches of God. 

7. Unti l the representatives of t he Moscow Patr iarc hate in clerical 
robes shall cease agitating io the free world in t he in terest of che god­
less Soviet power, in this way dressing chc wolf in sheep's cloching. 

8. Until the hierarchs of the t-.1oscow Patriarchate end their evil 
denial of the te rrible and dreadful devas tation of the Pochacv Lavra and 
otber monasteries, and stop the almost complete liq uidation of monks 
there and che terrible persecutions of her pilgrims, even co killing and 
murder (letters from the USSR).1 

9. Until priests accused by Soviet courts shall receive the right co 
defend themselves freely t hough the Soviet press. 

10. Uncil t here shall cease calumny and ridicule of faith, the 
Church, priests, monks, and believing Christians in t he Soviet press. 

11. Until freedom shall be gi vcn to e very believer in the USSR 
openly co confess bis faith and defend it. 

12. Until it shall be officially permitted children and young peo­
ple to know the fouodacions of their faith, co visit the churches of God, 
co participate in Divioc services aad receive communioo of the Holy 
Mysteries. 

13. Uocil it shall be permitted parents who arc believers co baptize 
t heir children w ithout hindraoce aod w ithout sad coosequeoccs for their 
official careers and personal bappioess. 

14. Until parents who raise their childrco religiously shall cease 
from being accused of crippling them, parents and children both being 
deprived of freedom for t his aod shut up in mental institutions or prison. 

15. Unti l freedom of thought, speech, action, and voting shall be 
given oot only to every believer, but also to every citizen of the Soviet 
Union, firs t of all to writers and creative t hinkers, agains t whom 
the godless power is now waging ao especi ally bitter battle using intol­
erable means. 

16. Until the Church and religious societies in general io the USSR 
shall receive the most elementary rights, if ooly the right to be a legal 
person before Soviet laws, the righ t to owo property, to direct ooe's 
owo affairs io actual fact, to designate and transfer rectors of parishes aod 
priests, to open aod dedicate ocw churches, co preach Ch riscianity open­
ly not ooly io churches, but outside tbem also, especially among young 

1. Set Tb, Ortbod,x W.,J, vol. l, no. 3, pp. lOlff. 
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people, ,re. In ocher words, until cbe coadicion of all religious societies 
shall cease from being, ooe and the same, w11hour rightJ. 

Until all this shall come about, we shall ooc cease co accuse t he 
godless persecutors of faich and chose who evilly cooperate with chem 
under the exte rior of supposed represcocacives of che Church. In chis 
the Russian Church Outside of Russia has ahvays seen ooc of her im­
portant tasks. Knowing this , the Soviet power through its agents wa­

ges w ich her a stubborn battle, noc hesicatiog to use any means: lies, 
bribes, gifts, and incimidacioa. We, however, shall oot suspend our 
accusac100. 

Declaring chis before che face of t he w hole world, I appeal co all 
our brothers in Christ ·• O,rh, dox bi1hop1 •· and co all people who hold 
dear the face of the persecuted Russian Church as a pare of the Universal 
Church o f Chris t, for undcrscaodiag, support, and their holy prayers. 
As for our spiri tual chi ldren, we call oo them co hold fi rmly to the truth 
of Orthodoxy, witnessing of her boch by one 's word aod especially by 
a prayerful, devouc Christian life. 
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THE ,vf!RACULOUS ICONS 
OF THE ;\!OTHER OF GOD 

THE KORSUN 
MOTHER OF GOD' 

CCORDlNG TO TRADITION the Korsun icon is from the hand 
of the first iconographer, Sc. Luke the Evangelist, who also 
painted other great wonderworking icons of the Mocher of G od: 

for example, those of Vladimir, Don, Tikhvin, the Passion. The history of 
t he original Korsun icon is not clear. It was brought to Russia, according 
to one account, by Sc. Vladimir in 988, che ,·cry year of the baptism of 
Russia; buc according co another account, in the 12th century, being re­
ceived by the great Sc. Ephrosinia for her convene in Polorsk. 

The very composition of the icon is extremely moving, the gencly­
leaning Infant and che posi tion of the Theotokos evoking a harmony of 
encircling lines, " 'herein the eyes of the t-1ocher of God form a centre and 
look at che viewer with sad and stern penetration ... The composition is 
a lso known as U,niltni, , .. render compassion " 

In Russ ia before the Revolution there were a la rge number of very 
veneraced miraculous icons of chis type . A more recent icon in St. Isaak's 
Cathedral in St Petersburg, and before chac for a long time in privace 
hands, was also venerated as miraculous; ic is recorc'ed 1hat St. John of 
Kronstadt , once having visited the apartment where che icon was housed, 
was so moved l>y the beauty of it that he sp~nc a half-hour kneeling and 
pray1ng before che sacred image. 

The illustration opposi te is a copy from one of these old icons. 

TH E \VEEPING KORSUN ICON 
Yee che most remarkable of all che Korsun icons was one knov,n 

as chac of Isborsk . Since it "'as glorified by miraculous rears, che infor­
mation on ic, taken from an old manuscript, is presented here as an ad­
dition 10 che list of THE WEEPING ICONS begun in volume 1, number 
6, of Th, Orihod<Jx Word: 

1. lolormatioo from E. Posdyaoin, Tb, M ,rh,, •I G.J, St. Pctenburg, o.d. 
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Tht KorJu11 Mothtr of God. 

A recent l(On by 

th, dtJtinguish,d 

R11,11a11 iconographer, 

P/t,,IEN M. SOFRONOV 

JO. Th, Korsun Icon of I1bor1k n,11r P1kov. A great and glorious mir­
acle of the 1\>locher of God cook place in che y<'ar of our Lord 1657. On 
Tuesday of the si xch "'eek of tbe Greac and Holy Lene, on March 17, che 
German troops came ar night ro che ourskircs of rbe Pskov-Cavcs i\·lon­
ascery and burned do"'" a ,vhole village, shedding much blood. The 
Chrisrians living outside the nearby to,vn of bborsk fled in fear within 
the walls of chis cown. Among chem ,vas a wido,v, Eudokia, who bad 
ar home ao icon of the Mose Holy Mother of God ,vith che Jnfanc Jesus 
Chris t , ,vhich she took with her co lsborsk and ke pt in her room. On 
March 22, Palm Sunday, just at the time " 'hen a religious procession 
w as proceeding co che Sc. Nicholas Monastery oucside the city, the wi­
dow lit a candle before che icon and began co pray with her daughter 
Phorioia. And rhen she sa,v a terrible sign•· on che icon of the 1v[osc 
Holy Mocher of God chere ap!)('ared rears flo,ving from both eyes. The 
w ido"" informed a certain churchman Simeon of chis, and he rook the 
sacred icon and brought it to rhe main church of che Wondenvorker Sc. 
Nicholas. On 1\,larch 24 the chief of che army together ,vich ochers saw 
craces of che tears from both eyes, and from the kfc eye a stream of tears 
flo,ving down and stopping on the Blessed Infant. They scnc an ace of 
,vicness of chis miracle co Archbishop l\1akary of Psko,·, and he ordered 
a moleben co be sung for forty days before che icon. Thanks co che prarers 
of che lvlost Holy ll.1ocher of God, the tO\\'D of lsborsk \\•as saved from 
che eoemy . Lacer che icon ,vas brougbc co Pskov for a time, and then 
returned 10 che church of Sc. Nicholas, ,vbere ic "'orked many miracles. 
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EASTER IN THE USSR, 1966 

Three accounts in the foreign press of 
Easter services in ,1\1oscov,, , ,vh ile differ­
ing slighcly in dccails, g ive one a general 
picture o f some of the conditions of reli­
gious life in the USSR ( reported 1n Possev , 
Apr. 29, 1966). 

According to the Moscow correspon­
den t of the t\Jew )'ork 1-lera/J. Trib1111t ( Apr. 
11), the Elokhovsky Cathed ral, ,vherc 
Patr iarch Alexy served, ,vas ovcrflo" ·ing 
,vith people. Thousands upon thousands 
of young people surrounded the churc h. 
" .. .It was, t his ti me, an unusual Easter ... 
w ithout harassment of bel ievcrs. True, 
there were some shout ing Komsomol 
youth, but they " 'ere unorganized. They 
were pushed aside by thousands and 
thousands of young people " 'ho, appar­
enrly, were interested in what the feas t 
w as all about. They crowded around, 
climbed fences ... 

"Trying to secure a place from which 
to sec the Pa1riarch and clergy in the 
traditional procession, chey broke win­
dows in busscs and a nev,spaper kiosk. 
But as sensi tive as chcy were ro the ac• 
tempts of the militia to dislodge them, 
chcy showed respect for che religious 
ceremony. 

"Only one young man threv, some­
thing I ike a fi rccrac kcr Bu c he goc nei c her 
applau$e nor any other signs of approval. 

" .. . Seeing chc crowd of young people, 
one can sec w ith one's own eyes ,vhy the 
Party is so sensitive in chis sphere . These 

young people ,verc curious; they were 
search ing They ,vantcd 10 know firs t of 
al I just ,v.ha t rcl1g1on is. In the lase fc,v 
monchs the Parc y has acknowledged its 
well-kno,vn failures on the field of 
battle v, i th re ligion. No,v it is trying co 
rcforrn ics anci religious front. 

" Observ ing these young people, ,vho 
follo,vcd the ceremonies ,vi ch conccn cra­
t ion and great respect, one can under­
stand why che Party is distu rbed . .. 

According co chc: Hamburg newpaper 
~Vt!t , chere ,vcre about 100,000 people in 
the 40 funccioning churches in Moscow 
on Eascer night. Ahouc 6000 youchs ga­
thered outside the Elokhov~k y Cathedral 
and, accord ing co ch is repor t, d id acccn1pt 
t o interfere ,v1cl11he services by mocking 
believers, playing d ance music , and shou­
ting. They ,,,,e re re~crained by che mili ­
tia only 1.vhcn t hey actcm pced 10 inter­
fere with the procession. 

The 8elgian ne,vsparer Soir (Apr. 14) 
wri tes that Easrer was celchrared in 
Mo,cow chis year " ·irh an cxcepc ional 
rcl1giou~ fervour . Churches ,vere over­
flowing wich joyous believers. Many 
Russian Eascer cu,com, " ·ere kept, even 
in che home~ of atheis ts On Sunday fa ­
milies gachered around cables adorned 
wirh chc cradirional Easter bread ( lw/ich), 
which is oo,v sold in n1arkets as "bread 
of spring," che inicial Jeuers of chcsc 
words ( XB) being rhc san1e as those of 
chc tradHional Easter greecing, "Christ is 
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risen." Women stood in line for hours 
before the Easter services wai ting for a 
priest to bless their lwlichi and eggs. 

The Elok hovsky Cathedral was liter· 
ally surrounded by cro,vds of people . Io 
addition to believers there " 'ere young 
p:ople who had come out of curiosacy to 
view the religious ricuals of their fa thers, 
and also a small group of milicanc atheists 
who came ro harass; and finally, a num• 
bcr of long-haired, drunken hooligans, 
playing and dancing ro fran1ic rhychms. 

At midnight, " 'hen the bells rang and 
t he procession came out, the cro\vd 

strained forward to get a bercer look, and 
ac che same time there were hos tile cries 
of "Back to the Maddie Ages I" and ''God 
is dead!" to a background of jazz played 
by guitars. The noise reached into the 
Cathedral, but chc cries of "Christ is 
risen" were repeated wich such fervor 
char they could be heard outside. 

Ac the Holy Trinity Monastery of St. 
Sergius in Zagorsl.:, according to the same 
oe,vspaper, cwcncy-five young hooligans 
forced their way into rhc church .ind 
tried co disrupt chc Easter services by 
whistling and shouting. 

NEW SOVIET DECREE ON RELIGIO N 

A new decree of the Supreme Soviet 
of the Russian Republic of the USSR, 
published in che Journal of that body for 
l'v1ar. 24, 1966, states what is to be con­
sidered an infringement of Arc. 142 of the 
Criminal Code, concerning "Separation 
of Church and Scace, and of School and 
Church." The bare language of chis de­
cree is evident proof of how deeply the 
Ycnom of atheism lies wichio Soviet exis• 
tencc. (Text cited io Poss,11, Apr. 29.) 

Among t hose acti vi tics considered as 
infringemen ts of this law arc : 

"Compulsory collections for the use 
of rel igious organizations and servants of 
a cult; preparation ... or mass discribucion 
of petitions, letters, leaflets, and ocher 
documents which appeal for non-fulfill­
ment of the legisl.irion on religious cults; 
performance of deceitful activities. ":'ith 
the aim of inciting religious supcrsutaons 
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in chc masses of the popul.ition; organi­
za cion and cond ucc of religious meetings, 
processions, and other ceremonies of a 
cult which disturb the public order; or­
gaoizacioo and systematic conduce of 
re ligious instruc tion of minors in viol.i­
cion of established laws ... " 

According co chis decree, the "legal" 
right of chc Soviet Government co in ter­
fere with religious activities is virtu:i.l ly 
onlimitcd. Further, as reported in the 
Paris newspaper I.,, P1nst1 Ru111 ( Apr. 9), 
to the orig inal penalty for infringcmctl t 
of chis law ( six monchs ac "correctional 
labor" ) is now added a new paragraph 
seating the penalty for a repeated otfcosc: 
up co chrec years of "depriva tion of 
freedom." Thus do the pet'SCcucors ac­
tcmpc co hasccn their goal: the liquida­
tion of re ligion. 



NEW BOOKS 
THE \\'AY OF A PILGRII\! and THE PILGRIM 

CONTINUES HIS \\"AY, trans. by R. t--1. 
Fr-:nch . The Seabury Press, New York, 
1965 ( paperback ed·. ) . 

Should you ever make a visi t to any 
of our crue Orthodox monasreries and 
display some in terest in the spiri tua l life 
of t he inhab1taots, you are liable to be 
approached by some spiri tual man or a 
father confessor of this community, who 
w ill haod you a little book before start· 
ing co talk about anything else . You 
should accept this cordial gesture. And 
t he next thing you know you will be: 
roaming the peaceful monastery grounds 
engrossed in the simple oarraci ve of chis 
precious little volume. An entirely new 
world will gradually unfold before your 
spiri tual self, a land you have never really 
travelled on before . You will be making 
a pilgrimage ioto che world of Orthodox 
spirituality, to the sanctuary of your 
heart, where is the workshop of th, art 

of art1 - t he Jesus Prayer, which is man's 
personal contact with God. You will 
skim with the Pilgrim through the great 
holy places of old Holy Russia, covering 
vast distances from Pochaev Monastery 
to Sc. Innocent's Irkutsk, from the holy 
caves of Kiev t o the deserts of the "Nor­
t hern Thebaid" •· Valaam, Kooevits, So­
lovetsky Monastery. Aod you will be 
woo by this Ii ving podvizhnik ta! king 
with you aod wimessing this same old 
world of ours as a transfigured threshold 
of heaven, and you will become a witness 
to it yourself. If you will only utrer a 
single sigh of repentance and humility, 

you might continue rhis life-long pilgri­
mage hea\'env,ards even after you finish 
che book and leave the monastery . But 
should you dare to cred chis holy path 
for che sake of excitement, not having 
humbled an<l cleansed yourself, with car­
nal passions lurking \V it hin you, you 
w ill fall into the pi t of prele1t, from 
which return is difficul t. 

The very reason the monastery spiri­
tual advisor begins with this book is to 
test your spiritual readiness, so he can 
give you, if you le t him, the proper 
spiritual food in t he right proportion. 
The Orthodox spiritual life has irs own 
laws and norms, and only in accordance 
with them can one develop spiri rually. 

This book has become a classic even 
in its English translat ion (i t has had a t 

least four printings since 1954 and now 
for the first rime a ppears in a paperback 
edition); it has even been a major issue 
in one of J. D. Salinger's books, Franny 

and Zooey. Heoce it is often superficially 
recommended as "spiritual reading" by 
almost anyone, without t he sl ightes t 
notion of the dangers it may bring if put 
ioto practice without adequate know­
ledge of the teachings of the Holy Fa­
t hers. Needless to say , it is ooly with 
such knowledge and in a proper Ortho­
dox context that it can bring any t rue 
spi ritual benefi t . 

G. P. 

T h, hook reviewed here may ht p11rcha11d 

frtmtORTHOOOX CHRISTIAN BOOKS & ICONS 

for $1.95. 
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A PILGRJMAGE TO 

THE ORTHODOX 

HOLY PLACES OF AMERICA 
THE FIR.ST PILGRIMAGE 

N EAR THE center of the Seate of New York lies an extensive diatriet 
o( councry, whose surface is a succession of hills and dales, or to speak 
with greater deference ro geographical definitions, of mountains and 
valleys ... The mountains arc generally arable co the tops, although io­
s cances are not wanc1ng " ' here che sides are jucted ,vith rocks, that aid 
greatly in giving co the country chat romaot rc and picturesque character 
which ic so emineacly possesses. The vales arc oarro,v, rich, and culti­
vated, with a stream uniformly wiqding through each. · 

"A narro w belt of country, excendiag for a short distance on 
either side of the Hudson, \Vith a simi lar occupation of fifty miles oo the 
banks of che l\,fohaw k .. . and a few isolated setclemeots on chosen land 
along the margins of s creams, compose the country ... " 

This is t he land of the Mohawk River Valley, as described by rhe · 
great American wri ter , a nat ive to Jhc:se parts, Janus Feni,nore Coop,,, in 
the opening passages of his adventurous novel, Tht PionttrJ. 

lo the center of this region, on the southern bank.of the river, is 
a little historic town, named after this "wacer\vay to the. West." Some 
fifteen 01iles sourh of tO\vD ( Exit 30 on the Ne,v York Thruway and then 
south on Ro ute 28), as the country gradually develops iaco a rich green 
pasrureland handsomely landscaped with groves and <lotted "'ith white 
colonial-type farmhouses aod sleepy villages, a unique golden-domed 
Byzan tine monastery cowers co adorn a w indy plateau a mile from Jor­
danville. Almo~c on t he sice of a horrible Indian massacre of white set­
tlers is the humble locality v.•here t\,·o young God seekers, leaving the 
ways of chis world, settled \,•ith an ardent desire co work _sole_ly for 
God and co establish a monas tery in che full Orchodox tradruon 10 t he 
fertile ground of the New World•· in the name and to the glory of the 
Holy Trinity .. . 



HOLY 
TRINITY 

MONASTERY 
NEAR JORDANVILLE, NE\V YORK 

Monasteries - for the Church , for rcligioo arc the same 
as uoiversicin, colleges, clio ics - for sc ience. lo our day, 

the foundation of a decent monastery is mon, usefu l th an 
the formation of, pcrbapi, 1wo UDivcrsi1ic• and a hundred public icbools. 

K. N. Lco01icv. 

HE FIRST IDEAS of an Orthodox monastery in America stem 
.. " back to Fr. Htrman · 1 wished-for .. New Valaam," but the first 

realization of a monastery was St . Tili1»i1 in Pennsylvania . 
There, plowing eart h and sweating in physical labor, Rev. Father Paote­
leimoo ( Paul Niznik) , founde r of the Holy Trini ty Monastery, spent bis 
first monastic years. He was a Russian country lad who emigrated to 
America, only to realize bis inner quest - to lead a life of podvit, , But the 
noisy life of a newly-formed monastic community bad too many worldly 
attachments and he prayed and waited for God to show him the way. 
Besides, w hen Metr. Sc:rgy's declaration enslaved the Russian Church co 
the atheist ic Soviet government, a ma jority of Russ ian churches in Ame­
rica failed to remain with the rest of the Russian Church Abroad in its 
stand against the: · 'Soviet Church'·; and his monastery was no exception. 

One day a young man came on a pi lgrimage: co t he monastery and 
soon opened his heart's desire to leave the world and en ter this monas­
tery. Having become convinced in t he sincerity of young Ivan ( Kolos), 
Fr. Panceleimoo cold him of che shortcomings of chis place: and revealed 
his w ish for a true: monast ic li fe of seclusion ... And thus, on the hundred 
dollars Ivan had, a small " convenient" piece of land was bought and the 
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Vault~ and dom_c of the main church, ,be worl, of monas«ry icoo•paio«r 
Fr. Cyprian and hu student Fr . Alypy; the chandelier was made by Fr. Pimco. 

two settled in the swampy brush near Jordanvillc: . That was in 1930. At 
once they foll owed the daily cycle of church services, rising before da,vn, 
and toiling in the field, looking after some lives tock and building 
t hemselves t heir shel ter . 

Hardly had they settled and consecrated a small ,vooden church, 
when a fire: destroyed li tera lly everything they had managed co acquire: 
for the minimum of a monk 's life. lo awe t he two watched as t heir 
work and dream turned to ashes. No,v chc:y had nothing co themselves 
but the burnt earth upon ,vhich they stood. Was it, t hey choughc, chat 
God did not want them to be there, or, perhaps, was it a test of thei r 
faith and dc:tc:rmioatioo? In holy anger Fr. Paotcleimon turned co his 

' shattered friend and said: 
"Now, do you still want co be a monk? ... " 
The next day Iv.to became: Fat her Joseph! And this ,vas the be­

ginning of the: laric:st and the mosc influeocial monastery in this conci• 
nc:nt, a ci tadel of Orthodoxy, a b.tstion of monasticism, a guardian of 
basic Christian ity. The firs t American Lavra. 
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- ,,., ~D SO THEY LEFT these <lcscrrcd grounds in quest of employ­
~ Ju. menc, only co return and rebuild. Fr. Panrcleimon w orked hard 

ac the Sikorsky plant and returned ~vich nc\\' strength. They 
had great ideas; inspired by the popular Trinity L,aft,ts of St . Sergius 
Lavra, by lhc: "·ritiogs of Poaelyanin and Nilus , and especia lly by chc 
activity of young :\n:him . \ 'i taly, ,vho restored the historic printing 
shop at tbc Lavra of St. Job of Pochacv, ·• t hey sa,v clearly h ow Orcho· 
Jo:x .\mcru:a ,vas badly io need of" mission of th, printtd word . I3uc e ven 
more, ;\mCTica needed co know the: fragrance: of authent ic tradi t ional 
monasticism, which chc t"'O so ardently desired. 

Since: t here \Vere oo experienced spir it ua l directors co curn to, no 
1tart11, lhey resolved on hard labor on t heir farm as a sure protection 
against the varied forms of pr,/,st, from whose p its, they koc,v, there is 
no return. Thc:y coo k to ic ,vith great fervor, enduring sevcrc win ter 
cold. short.ai e of food, fuel and clothing, yet not missing a single church 
service:. Those ...,-ho joined them found chis regimen al most impossible 
to et1durc. 

Their zealous perseverance and insight attracted co chem, as it 
wcrc, lhc spirit of their beloved inspirer : 

_ ~ITALY, THE FA]l.1ED monk-printer of Pochac:v, was made 
• ,:~ ?i~bop .Lnd ~nc to Amer ica , whc:rc: be, being their ruling bishop, 

v :.ii.>~ 101ncd the: vigorous brothers and was soon to bless a linotypc, 
uttcnng these prophetic word s: 

&ui-ed brotbtrs in Christ! T,n years you have toil,d with 1a1,,rntss at 
f'""" rcMl, /H11,rin1, and ,n/art,int, it, not for ,arthly ,nr1Ch,mnt, bur in ord,r to 
ha.,, a s11und mat,rial f i,undation of your own in order to s,ri,, tlH word of God ... 
I bar,e 1&itmss1d yrmr 1,nat labor, I haw wonr.krtd at yo11r p,rsist ,ncy and tndur• 
;mu, and u:ith jtry I haFt l istnud to your dr,ams .... Darlr. ti,ms haw corm to 
tartb and. 111 ti was f1>r1told, tbt fami,u of h,aring God's word has bt1,11n. Now 
is t h, t uru fM :,our holy mona1ri, obtdi,nc, to th, word of God, wb,n not only th, 
Y/Jf.J mntliontd in tht Gosp,I, but millions of 1pir,tually st11rvint, p1opl1 art p,r­
isbi,rt,, "Gi" thtm to ,at," says our Lord . 

:\nd indeed the mon.L.Stcry printshop bas grow n, co become: today 
the la.r~t publisher of religious li tera t ure: in Russian and Sla von ic. 

After the w ar the St. Job Brotherhood arr i,·ed fro m Czechoslovakia 
tO toin their Abbot-bishop Vitaly They a t once began a large church, 
which ~-.L.S corsc:cratcd 10 !95() by the late l'v1e1r. Aoastassy, ,vho no w 
resu in iu north wing under the al tar. The church w as based oo 12th 
century tent style by Architect Verkhovskoy, and t he: inter ior is a mas• 
tcTpiecc of 1COO<>grapby, probably the finest on this continent. 

1-l E CHURCH is chc heart of the 1nonasccry; its bell at S: 00 a . m. 
begins the <lay sum,noniog monks for nocturn its 16th cc:ncury 

lr. ~ lf ll - ' . osrov·stylc: frescoed vaul cs echo Znamenny aod Kiev chants 
and the <laziling monastic be:iuty of srikhyras sung na podobny as the 
monks J_cscend .to the: basement church of Sc. Job. There, before: his icon 
w1th relics, a gift fr~m Pochac:v, a vigil-light unceasingly hurns. Among 
o.ther u~portant rclic.s the monastery has a la rge rel iquary of eighty­
e,gh t sa1n1s of the Kiev-Caves Monastery. ht 7 : 30, after supper, the 
whole hundred-soul community attends compline to cod the day, and as 
t hey leave the church they bow down before: icons and relics of saints 
who arc to io1ercede for them before the Highest, co Whom togc:thCT 
w ith clouds of insc:nsc: rises their soul-stirring Pochaev chan t . 

As night descends and wraps the: world in the oblivion of sleep, 
t he monk in his cell, like a candle o f offering before the: altar, keeps 
,vatch over his heart. Monasticism, 10 1he wo rds of Bp. Theophan the 
Recluse, 1s :i sacrifice offered to God from the world and for the world. 

lcoo·sttccn o( the main rhurch. hand-can·~ hv the monks. 



_ .,......, HE SE:--lll':ARY ,vas Archbp. \ ' italy's long-rime ,vish ro realize 
his idea of ,vhat roday's pasrors oughr ro be. The promising 
beginnings at Jordan,·illc o!f:rcd him an iavicing oppor1un:1y . 

.;. ltfe long friend o f chc m::,n,1scery, !vlrs. Helen Alexander, ,vho 
"·died it her precious library of the H oly Fathers, made her husband pro­
mise at her death bed to devote the resc of his life ro helping the newly­
formed monas1erv. As a result of chis promise a seminary arose as an 
amazing achie,·c.:Oenc of chis courageous man Dr. Nicholas N. Alexand<'r, 
former Liur<'nanr Commander of the ln1pcrial Russian Navy and professor 
of a<'ronautics at the Rhode Island U.aiversity, is now Dean of th is school 
of highe-r education, ,vhich i~ fully accredited by the 13oard of Education 
of t he State of N. Y. and presently enrolls O\'er sixcy scudents from all 
over rhc ,vorld . Ir carries an extensive ,vcJl-balanccd curriculum of the 
sciences and humanities and mosr of che subjects arc conducted in Russian. 
The five-year scholastic program also provides some kno,vlcdgc in a trade 
or special rrainiog. lrs rector, the most Rev. Archbishop Avcrky, recently 
consecrated grounds for a nc,v library building, modeled after rhc Semi­
nary building in the old Pochac v La\'ra, to house its 20,COO volumes on 
rheology and all sciences in many languages. The rural landscape and the 
monastic sertiog provide a perfect atmosphere for a reflective God-seeker. 

, VERY CHRISTIAN is called to be a warrior combating rhe 
" spirit of this temporal world on the battlefield of his o,vn self. 

l'v[ooks have made it their life ' s vocat ion and have developed 
a spir1lual slraug:, from which Orthodox Chris tians can dra,v help for 
themselves. 1\-(ooasterics throughout the ages have ser\'ed sociery by pre­
serving this w isdom and passing it on to ocw generations, and despite 
che drastic revolutionary changes in the ,vorld their ,vork has gone on. 

No,vadays, ho,vc:ver, when Christians who cherish true Chr isc­
iaoi ty arc once again gradually to descend into the catacombs, a warrior 
must be well- informed and quite aware ,vhat precisely constitutes true 
Christianity, so as not co be led astray, for he is co defend ics purity. 

A "'ell trained " army" of such warriors, either monks or priests 
io the world, is what Archbp Vicaly had in his heart and mind . From 
the time v,hen be publi~hcd his magazine T IN Russian 1\·fonk, in Pochaev, 
he called young men co podvig. His spiritual sons. merely by the ,vitness 
of their integral life, do likewise:, as the visiting pilgrim can pla inly sec. 
l n the free world cbey can carry on their work -- raising their Cross high 
before them, as 1hc:y proceed through chis earthly life striving for heavenly 
crowns (On Pochaev aod Archbp. Vitaly sec: The Orth6dox l·Vord no. 3, 1965) 

.1'o.:ext issia: A Pilt,rimat,t to St . T,khon 's Monastery in Pennsylvania. 

. , WICE A YEAR the monastery celebrates its feasc d ays: Pente­
cost and St. Job of Pochaev day, which is celebrated oo Labor­
day weekend. Theo the venerated Pochacv Icon ( an exact replica 

of the original) arrives from New York, being roc c hal f a mile away by 
a procession from the monastery w ith the icon of St. Job. After re­
turning to the main church an akathist is sung to St . Job by the whole . 
coogrcgat100. 

There is a 40-room guc:schouse near the monas tery to accommodate 
pi lgrims che year round. Pilgrims, upon arriving at the monascery, should 
get a blessing to stay fro m the Abbot, Archbishop Averky. 
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