
HOLY TRI 1ITY ORTHODOX SEMINARY 

LIBRARY BUILDING FUND 

Work has already been starred on the oe\vest bui lding at Holy 
Trin ity Monastery in Jordanvillc, New York . lt will house che Seminary 
library , which no,v comprises some 21 ,COO books, as well as an audito· 
rium aod chapel. The area that \vi!J be vacated in the maio Seminary 
building when che oc,v structure is completed is urgeocly needed for scu­
deocs· quarters, the number of seminarians having doubled in the last year. 

Only one floor is to be built now; a second floor will be added 
Jater, to be used for classrooms. The build ing is modeled after the 
Seminary building at Pochaev Monastery in southwestern Russia. 

Work was begun with the aid of a large donation by the Dean 
o{ Holy Trini ty Seminary, Dr. Nicholas Alexander, and expenses arc 
being kept to a mi nimum through the contribution of their Jabor by 
several seminarians. Io order to 6oish even the first floor, however, 
many donations arc yet needed. Orthodox Christians throughout 

America arc urged to aid tb is worthy cause. 
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THE ORTHODOX WORD 
THE SECO,\"D YE.iR 

w ITH TH 15 L l 1E Tht OrrW•x Ii ·#rd b:gins its s«ond year of pub­
lication. After one year our idea concc-ming the purpos: of sucb a per­
iodical has not chaog~d: ··to rreach t he trurbs of Ort hodox Christiani ty, 
and 1n so doing to dra\,· co~cber t hose of li ke m ind so as co otfer a 

un1 ted " ' i cocss of rhesc tru1 hs." If aoytbing, the events of the ~sr yc-ar 
have only served co pro\·e t he o~d of ao uocomprorn1s1ng and oubpokcn 
voice " 'hich coulJ s.~ak co aad for those ,vho w ish -co lh·e and ptt'S(n ,·e 
the genuine Orthodoxy th at has CClmc do,,·n co us through the Holy 
Fathers_ To do chis o ur p rincip.d mean:. "ill remain the pr~ncatioo of 
basic Orthodox marcriaJ, setting forth che f1itb aod practice of the 
Church of Chrs st. 

Ano1 her asP'cr of our purpose bas f ouod cxprei.Sioo in reports wd 
commcocs on contemporary hap~niogs of gcnen.l 1nrcresc in cbc Orcho­
dox world. I c is in such :ucicles chat Tht Or,~ .,.. U ·M"J has arou~ a 

ccrtaio a mouot of coo tro ,·ersy, .:iod 1be present is.!,oe w ill ~ fouod cc:-r­
cainly no less .. ,onuoversial" t han ics predecessors Ooe cannot, how• 
ever, defend only chc pa.st o f OrthO<!o:ty; one mu~t fight fo r i t io rhc 
presen t as \veil• - and otvcr ha\·c there be-en n1orc enemies o f t he Cbuo:b. 
boch \vichio and without , than there :1rc today. He~, of course, one 
musr exercise caucioo :is \\'ell .is Zt"a) ; accord1ogly \Ye ba\'e auempted to 
present , no t our o wn -personal opinions a lone , but the tbinkiog of the 
fa ithful Church, relying as much :is p:>ssibk upon the words of .:onccm­
porary hicr.ar<:hs and o ther au rho rHattve spoL:esmeo ,vho arc the true 
defenders of the Church in o ur day. 

In our fir..r year ,.,.e ba"°e found an encouraging rc$poo~ from our 
readers, and for t his " ·c are mo> t gracefu l. \\:c iovi re, again, an~· contri­
bu tions or comments. and, rc-al1zing our O\\·n ,..-cakoe~ and inad~uacy, 
y,·e sincerely ask the prayers of all, cha t , despirc itS de6ciency, our ,vork 
may be o f some use lO the Lord's har\·cst . 



ST. 1\fARk. T IIE ANCJIORl'f'E 
41), c,r1111r:1· 

C,m,11, ,,1t1rt11,,I .1 pril 5 

All 1ll• 11Nt11n1 f,r 1h11 I Jf, an fro," t i¥ /J4,t,J •/ 11>, '"' ' ( ,·r,, l ictt1101,raphtr 
Pb.,,,, 1'.#nt111,loM. Tl¥ pbor,,.,.,rb nh11,., IJ /ro111 (I /r,J(O ; ,, th, cl.,11,.cb ;,f St. 
N,,IH/11.1 ,.,, ,"frht1,."011, ,~1btn1 (1b, lt,st cb11rrb I>, frtsc04d). 'J'J., ill11str.11to111 
11«tmp111f11111, 1L-, 1,.,., Jr, from th,, G'r,,/c L,j, ,j St . ,\f,,r.lt <..Arh,,,, , 1946). 

Tb, L,f, an,/ Spiritual B,ul,.111ors 

of our Rit.ht1ou1 Fnrh,r 

ST. MARK THE ANCHORITE 
of Ath,ns, ~V ho /.iv,d anti Slru.t.J.l,d 

,,,, th, J\•1ounttJin of Throe, 

ilJ tht / ),1,rl IVbi<b I , n,._,MIJ th, H,t,inian, 

()ST MF.N A RE l-Urrendercd unco Sat11n and run afccr •.vcalth 
nntl other chir'll{S of chis life. But there arc a fe,v ,vho believe 
wlc h si1nptici ty in the \\/Ords of Chri~t . And agaio atnong these 

urc fo\ln cl n fc,v ,vho go and live f11r away from the world, struggling 
11. nd walking their whole life on the narro,v anJ arduous goac·s trail 
v.hich our Lord sho .. vc<l us. They go co the desert and seek to find chc 
hidden door of P11r11d ise . These hlcsseJ ,nen 1trc not mistaken , hue rather, 
know well where their nncienc Fachcrl11od is fouod . 

'fhere were in old Eg)·pt cwo holy f:1thcrs ,vho lived deep in the 
desert. One ,vas na1ned John atnd chc o ther -.vas nan1ed Serapion. They 
lived n quie t life at t his place, forj;otten by nil, and they choughr thl\c 
no other :,sce tic had withdra\'vn fR rther 
inco the desert, 11n\f they praisc-d God. 

(.)ne night they reel i nell to sleep 
and gt .&-rap ion saw in his sleep th ac t,vo 
venernhlc elders stood over hirn nnd said, 
" l·lo,v n1any yeiirs h1tve you l1Ccn Rt thi !I 
desert and do not kno,,, che inner desert 
\.vhich is the door of Ethiopia? The 
Mounruin of Thrace is found chert', anJ 
on chis 1nount ain strug~les St . Mark, nn 
cider in Jeep llNC, une hunJreJ 1111d th irty 
ycnrs old. ,,·ho hA not seen nuu, for 
ninety live years. There ts no other asce­
tic who h~s rcachcd the heightli ,vhich 
th is Sllinc h:.s rellCht'<l , And in forty 
d1t ys he rcsts." 



THE ORTl-lODOX WORD 

When the day dawocd, Abba Serapion related h is dream to Abba 
J ohn. And he ans,vered him, "From Go<l is your dream. Out ,vhcrc is this 
~louotaio of Thrace found?" And Abba Scrapioo said, "Bless me, holy 
elder, and God w ill open che way before me." 

He ,,,alked towards Alexandria ao<l reached this great city in five 
days, covering double the distance t han che camcJ , which is caJleJ hamp­

Ji"i , walking day aad nigh t, or better yec, flying in bis joy like che ca-
1nelbird. lo Alexandria he met a merchant, one of t hose "''ho travd to far 
a\\•ay places, and asked him to lea rn , -vhere the lvlountain of Thrace is 
found. And the merchant aoswcred, "There is much road to cover, rny 
Abba Farber: fro m tbc grea t sea co tbe Heqa1ans 1 kno"' that one goes in 
t\veocy days, o ther" ·isc by land thirty days are required or even more. " 

Abba Serapion took therefore a few da tes \\•ich hin1 and a lit t le 
water in a water-squash, said his prayers aod cook co the road. Hc,valkcd 
on that hot desert for t\\•en ty days as il he \vere \val king on lighted coals. 
Bue the Lord Who refreshed the th ree Children in rhe Fiery Furnace co­
vered Abba Scrapioo, and he ,,vas not pierced by the naming darts o f che 
sun which scorch even rhe earth in those parts. He saw neither beas t 
nor bird, oor e\·en an ant, nor any other li ving thing, nor grass, because 
rain never falls on cha t land . 

On the t \veo cietb day the vvatc:r t hat he h ad in the waccr squas h 
came co an end , and he fell, near death . Whereupon he sa"v aga in the tw·o 
elders standing before him, and one of chem gave him a certain root fran1 
a tree and said, "Take this root and go wi t h the s trength of God" Theo 
they sho\vcd him t he \vay and disappeared. And immedia tely he woke 
up and went towards the direction \vhich they haJ sho,ved him. 

He walked seven days on a certain desert evco more frightening 
t han the firs t, and he licked the root wh ich he heJd in his h and io order 
co satisfy h~s thirst, until h e reached a very high 111ouncain, and under 
the mouo ca1n he saw a g rea t sea And he s tar red to climb for another 
seven days. And on the seven th day, night caught him hefore a cave. 
:1-nd _he wcnc close co the mou th of the cave aod h:ard Saine M ark pray­
Jog Jn. the cave and saying, ··A tho usand years O Lord, are in Thine 
eyes like t he d ay thar has passed , like )'escerday. ·• 

.. A~~ w heo he had finished saying the Psalter, he began to say, 
Blessed JS your soul Abba Mark, for it has no t been soiled with chc: 

l . The Greek word u5ed her~ is malt:,,rio1, i. ,., happy, fortunate. The whole: pasugc is 
known 2.mong OrcboJox asccrac.s u chc Beaticudc, of cbe Scn~s. 
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mud of this world . Blessed is 
your body, for it has noc been 
polluted by the unclean desires 
of the never satisfied flesh . 
Blessed are your eyes, for the 
devil has not been able to lead 
chem ascrav ia order to look , 

upon s trange faces. Blessed 
arc your cars, for they did not 
hear the women who arc rhe 
sirens of this vain world. 
Blessed arc your hands, for 
they did noc couch ch e f alsc 
th ings wh ich men love . .Bles­
sed is you r nose, for it v.·as not 
tilled wich perfumes of the 
devil. Blessed are your feet, 
fo r t hey di<l not wa I k in a sin­
ful aod accursed p a th. Blessed 
is your heart, for you did noc 
cause sorro,v co anyone, nor 
did anyone weep for you.·· 

After chis he said again, 
.. Glo rify, 0 my soul, the 
L ord and all that is in me His 

St . Marie b/11111 Abb11 S1r11pion 

Holy !'Jame. May you forever be blessed, 0 Lord . Why are you grieved, 
0 1ny soul? Do not fear . You shall not be held by rhe aerial cuscom 
h ouses . · ·, 

And af ccr he began co say: · 'Lord, you rested me and came to 
know me. You uodcrscood my choughcs, and koo,v from afar all chat I 
put in to my mind You laid out the path which r tre.2d. Lord, You 
know all things, the latest and che aocicoc. You moulded me and pur 

1. The 1eaching of the Church conceroio,g the: ..ic:tial cusmm houses i$ very anc ieor a.oJ i$ 
bascJ on Holy Scripture .aod the revelations of the Holy F.ithtu. Some identify it with cht' 
par-t,al judgemeor. Mention of it is made man> umes ia the Occoechos and 01hu liturgical 
teJtts. The mou deuJle<l :1.cconnc is io a homily of Sc. .\1.,karios rhe Grea1 of Eg.-pr. found 
in che end of hi~ Fifty Homilies ( see Greet. eduioos). Beluw is .an excerpt from the Lift' of 
St. Anthony by St Athana.sius chc Greac: '"Once when he was about ro eac. having flk'D 

up to J"llY about the ninch hour, he ~rceived ch;.c he was cai.lghc i.lP in the' spirit, and, 
wonderful co cell, be uood and saw himself, as it were, fro m 011uide !11mscll, and rbu he 
w:u led in che air t>y ccrcain ones. Nc:x, cccuin lonhcsome and tt>rrihle beinv uood in chc 
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Your hand upon me. M y bone, which You created in secret, is nor. h id­
den from You, and Your eyes sa,v me who am no thing. Everyone will 
be written in Your boo k, none ,vill be forgotten . 

" Lord, You shall light my lantern, You sha ll light my darkness, 
You broug ht Your eyes to rest upon my humili ty, You rescued my soul 
from wanes. And I said, 'I w ill hold fast co t he ways of tny Lord , and 
shall not fall in to sin.' 

"Lord , You made known unto me my end, and the number of my 
days. All arc false and fleeting, and man wbo lives in this w orld, like a 
pa inting passes and fades, and wh~ver does not Jean upon You, Lord, 
Who art glorified unto the ages of ages . Amen." 

And after he said n1any other th ings fron1 the Old Testament and 
the Gospels, he came out to the mou th of the cave and cried out Y.•ith 
tears, "Abba Serapion ." And Abba Serapion answered h im w ith fear, 
" Bless me, elder," and St . Mark said, "The peace of Ch rise be upon you. 
Come draw near me, my ch ild . '' And Abba Sera pion went close ro h im 
and bowed low before him . And St . Mark said ro h im, "May the Lord 
give you your reward, my chi1d, on the day of the Judgemen t, because 
you suffered many hardships to come to this barren place for me, the 
forsaken one.·· 

And they catered the cave and sat io darkness. And St. Mark 
said again, "Ninety-five years it has been tha t 1 have not seen a man, 
and now I see your holy face." 

And Abba Serapion asked him , "TeJJ me, holy elder, how did 
you come to this cave?" And St . Mark answered, " I was born, my son, 
in Athens, a Greek idolater. My parents put me to study and become a 
philosopher as the false people of my country become. But God had 
mercy on me and I became a Christ ian and \Vas baptized, and put off the 
old man from me as a snake sheds i ts skin. My parents died, and I said, 
'I too am a mortal man like my fathers. What profit to me this false 

air and wished to hinder him from pusing throu~h . But when his guides opposed them, 
, aying, 'The Lord hath wiped out the sins from his birth, but from the ti me t hat he became 
a monk:, and devoted himself to God, it is permitted you to make a reclco niog. Then when 
they accu~ h im and co uld not convict hitn, h is w i y wu free wd uohindc.-red. And imme­
diately he u .w him5e)f, as it were, c.oming ;md stand ing by himself, and agi in he wis An­
t hony :a.s_ before. Theo fo rgetful of e,uiog, be remained the rest of the day uid t hrough tbe 
whole night groaoiog i od praying . For he was astonished when he saw against what 
t11ighty opponents OUf wres!li~g is, and by what la~ rS we have to pass through t be air. 
And he remembered tb .tt this 1s what t he Apostle said, """'dint, '" 1h, prin<t "/ 1h, p,u.,,. t,f 
1h, " '' (Eph. 2.· 2). For in it the eocmy has power to fight and to attcmpr co h inder t hose 
who pa,s through. Wherefore moit eunestly he exhorted, Tau up 1b1 whoh 11rmfJf ,f G«I, 
th#I :,1 m;sy h, #bu 10 wilbst,mJ th. 111i l ( Eph. 6: 13) , that the coemy ha11111g no 111ii ,hint, ' " Stl:f 
lll,llin11 111, m47 b, t:11h 11,,.J (Tir. 2: 8). ' 
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world?' I got up, therefore, and lefc the world to chose who love it and 
by che grace of Go<l came to AlexanJria Frc.1n Alexandria I went out 
onco rhc sand and wa[ktd many days and ID.lay oighcs un til 1 reached a 
big anJ sinful city . Fro1n here I lc.-fc and passed much sand and reached 
a great building full of idols, which chcy call Amaoca. Afrer chis I 
walked son1e days upon parched earch that had never known the smell 
of wa ter, anJ reached a place, "vbich is called ouahe, and by the Greeks 
oasis, wi th \.Varer and many rrecs. and \Vild men living there. Isa"· that 
I \.\'a$ st ill close to n1en even as I had been in the world, and I \valked 
many days and nights \\•ith a yearning co reach a place where there v,·~s 
oo man. I '-'V,dked in a grea t pi t and sa\-v petrified trees, but man I did 
not see un til I reached the mountains of Zamharah close co che sea. From 
there, I walked forty days lx:ing guided by God, and finally reached ch ts 
place, and my feec brought me straigh t co this cave without my govern­
ing them. For nioe ty•five years I have not seen man, no~ eveo lxast,_nor 
bird, and I. have not eacea bread or \'\,·orn cloches. For th1rty years I 11 ved 
... vi t h much plight and privation, wi t h hua gc-r and th irs t , and the snares 
of t he devil. I ate, my child, earth from n1y great hunger, and from my 
g reat thi rst I drank \.vaccr from the sea. For tv,cncy years I \\·as naked 
like Adam. The demons ,vould drag n1e do,-vo to the sea to drovvo me, 
and "vou)d cry out, 'Go a'l,\•ay from our place, mook. From the begio­
niog of che world no man set foot here, and oo,v, hov.' did you dare to 
come?' And I endured twenty years h ungry and naked, and the compas­
sion of che Lord made the oacure of my body change and hairs grew all 
o ver my flesh , and an ange l broughc me co eat, and I sa ,v the ao~cJs come 
near me, and I beheld che celest ia l kingdom and the monastenes ,vhere 
the so uls of the sai nts resc." . 

And as Sc. M ark was talking the night \vcat by, and it became 
dawn, and Abba Serapion saw the body of St. ~ark covered ,vith ~~ose 

h · ·f h a beas t and fear overcame him and he v:as terrified, a ir as i e \\•ere . , . . . 
for he did not have a human appearance, and one could ~oc d1snngu1sh 
t hat he was a maa except for the voice tha~ came fro~n. his mouth. 

And St. Nfark sa id, "Do noc be afraid, Uly child , of the appear• 

f h · bod for ic is temporary. losread cell me, does the \¥Odd ancc o t 1 s y, . . , • d bb s 
s ciJJ srand an<l blossom accord ing co its ancient manner~ An A a c-

. d "Yes Father with the grace of Chnst even more so rap100 answere , , ' . .. d bb 1'vf k 
than before t he wor ld exists and blossoms to this day. An ~ a • a~., 

·d · ··r th '"rc sci lJ nersccucion and are there Greek idolarers. sat again , s " r- , 
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And Abba Serapion answered, .. May God have glory, by the prayers of 
the saincs, the persecutions agains t Chdscians have ceased. " 

Aod the c-ldcr rejoiced and asked again. "Are there t o be found 
in the world today certain saints who are able to ~•ork miracles and 
wonders? And who have works according co the fa ith of Ch rise, as it is 
\Vritren io the Gospels, chat if you have faith as a mustard seed you will 
say co chis mountain, 'Move from you r place and fall in to the sea· and 
it will do so?" 

And as St. Mark \vas saying chis, the mountain which was above 
them moved and wear coward the sea. And the saint picked up his head, 
aod seeing the mountain moving, he hit the scone with his hand and 
said, "I did not say co you co move, soulless mountain , \.vhich arc more 
obedien t than man. Remain in your place!" And it stood in ics place 
and Abba Serapion fell down and St . Mark picked him up and asked 
him, " Have you noc seen such a miracle in your days?" And St . Serapion 
answered, "No, elder!" And Sc . Mark sighed and \vepc and said, ··woe 
unto the world, because there arc Chris tians in name only , and ooc ac­
cording to their works. Blessed be God who brought me to this place 
so chat I would not die in my country and be buried in earth wh ich is 
desecrated by many sios ." 

And the day drew to an end and St. Mark said, "My child Sera­
pion, it is time that we make "l,"P'· " And he spread his bands and 
prayed. And they entered the cave and beheld a table and upon it a loaf 
of bread that was st ill hot and two broiled fish, and greens and olives 
and dates and a pitcher of ~vater. And they sat . And St . Mark said, 
"Give the blessing.' ' and immediately a band appeared and blessed the 
table. And St. Mark said, "Bless, 0 Lord, the food and drink, now and 
forever .1.od unto the ages of ages." 

And when they finished, St. Mark made thanksgiving and said, 
'"We thank You, Master, for the blessings which You give to Your un­
worthy slaves. The rich of the earth have become poor and have hun­
gered, whereas those who seek the Lord shall no c ~ denied of all goods 

. unto the ages of ages. " And immediately the table disappeared even as 
it had been sec. 

And Sc. Mark said co Abba Serapion, · 'Do you sec, my child, how 
much G~ loves His own?" And he became silent. After a long time he 
~pened his mouth and said, .. Today, my child, ends the measure of my 
life, and the Lord sent you to bury with your holy hands my forsaken 
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body." And he did nor say another 
word al I day. 

Towards sunset, he said to Abba 
Serapion, .. Brother, suffer with me 
chat \Ve may keep a vigil chis 
night .' ' 

And they chanced from cbe 
Psalter, and Sc. Mark chanted as if 
he had a book before him, wi chouc 
ever having learned the le tters of 
the Church. He chanted sorrow­
ful ly aod humbly and said, "They 
did not keep the Testament of the 
Lord and they did not wish co 
abide by His law. They tempted 
God in their hearts, and asked Him 
co give chem food to eac. They 
spoke illy of God and said, 'Will 
G od be able to se t a table in che 
desert?' And He rained manna for 
them co eat, and He gave them cbe 
bread of Heaven. The bread of an· 
gels did man cat~ He seoc chem 
food that they m igh t be filled ." 

And he chanced sadly, "Do not 

- -

Tht mountain moves and cbangts its plac, 

surrender unto beasts a soul ...,,bich confesses unto You its sins. The souls 
of the poor do ooc forget, 0 Lord .·· 

And again he chanced sadly, "God is io His pl.ace which is 
sanctified He put chose co si c in His House who live desolate and 
withou c kin.· • 

And again he chanted sadly, "God looked doy,ro from Heaven 
o ver che people co see if chcre be anyone among them, who with Know-
ledge seeks from God co he! p him ... . . 

And again he chanted sadly, "These things did I put w1rh ~y 
mind, and refreshing v.·arer ~praog in my soul, and I understood wtth 
a gladdening voice as if a joyous ftstiva l ,,-.•ere heard, that I would go 
rest in a marvellous ten t in the House of God. \Vhy are you sad, 0 my 
soul? And why do you t rouble me?' ' 
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And again he chanted sadly, "And I put into m y mouth a new 
song, a hymo uoto God." 

And again be chanted sad ly, " I shall bkss che Lo rd at all rimes, 
His praise shall be forever io my mouth . The Lord sha!J commend my 
soul. Let the meek hear i t aod be glad.·· 

Aod again he chanced sadly, "'A voice of rejoicing and salvation 
is heard in rbe- reacs of the just . Open, ye doors of juscice, that l may 
enter and confess myself unto the Lord. This is the gate of the Lord and 
through it the just shall enter." 

And finishing the Psalter, St . Mark turned to Abba Serapion and 
said, "Brother Serapion, bury my body io chis cave and seal the entrance 
wich stones. Then leave so that you shall ooc remain in ch is place." 

And Abba Serapion began co weep, and Abba Mark said, "Do 
ooc weep my son , today, wh ich is the day of my joy. God Who showed 
you the way t o come, shall l ilcewise show you rhe way co return to 
your obedience, but you shall oo c re turn by tbe road which you came. 
Brother Serapion, this day is the greatest day o f .tll the days of my life. 
Today my soul leaves my -diseased body, and goes co rest fro m its coils 
and from sio ." 

And .lS he was saying these words, t he cave was filled with a 
light brigh ter than the sun, and the mounrain was filled with a fra­
grance . Aod St. Mark cook the hand of Abba Serapion aod begao 
to say, 

"Farewell,! 0 cave, whereia I passed my life, aod said my prayers, 
.lDd tamed my body. You again shall keep it secure unt il the terrible 
day when all men shall be resurrected. 

Farewell, my body also, the house wherein I sat so maoy years 
with struggles and paios. Lord, unto You I surrender it , because fo r 
You it suffered hunger, and thirst and cold and beat and nakedness. 
Clothe- it, Lord, with aa incorruptible and glorious garment on the 
fr ightful day of Your Parousia. 

Farewell, my eyes, which I tired with so many all-night prayers 
.lDd unrelenting vigils. 

l . The word -med here in Greek u '~'•• i.,., .. ,ave thyself." It seems that in rhe early 
dal5 of r~ Church, this expression wu used :at parting instead of "farewell," ewen as to 
tb1i daJ lll all Orthodox monuteriC$ the gr«rin~ used is ,vi~g,iu, i. , .• "bless ye . .. bnudi­
,;,,, wbereupoo the other answer, , K:,rus, i., ., · the Lord (bless you)." 
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"FareweJl, kind animals, iooo­
ceoc rrees and plants, flying clouds, 
wind w hich blows from the north, 
aod from the south, and from the 
gulf, and from the sands. 

"Farewell, the four blessed and 
good cods of the earth. 

' ·Farewell, athletes and anchor­
ices and eremites who sleep io the 
canyons and mounta ins . 

"Farewell, 0 mountain which 
covered an<l hid me so many years. 

.. Fare"vell, desert a lso, speech­
less and cruel beast which tenderly 
pro tected me from the wild \\'orld. 

"Rejoice, 0 Church of Christ 
and the whole uni verse!" 

And having said these words, 
he knelr and lifted up his hands 
and said , "Lord! Lord I Protect 

'~ 
;<,"-;.' ~ l.f' .. ◄~ 

'(, ~ ,~ ,,rr;~ 
~ \ 

~i 
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-
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... - .. ;; ...... 

and cover Your world, hide its sin - Abba S1rapitm 1111 tb, soul of St . . Afar! 

ful ,-vorks fro m Your eyes!" 
Theo he got up aod embraced Abb2 Serapion and said, "F3.rewell 

co you also, Brother Serapion. May Chr.ist g ive you yo_ur reward for cbe 
hardships 1,vhich you suffered for me, on che day of Hts Appc~rance . I 
beseech you, my son, in cbe name o f God, nor co take _anythiog from 
my body, not eveo one hair. Do not dress my body with clothes nor 
cover it, buc rather lee che hair wich which the Lord has dressed me be 

my shroud." . . 
And when he ceased talking. :a voice ,vas heard fro m Heaven, 

saying, "Bring tvfe the champion of the desert, the pillar ~f pacicoce, 
M y blessed and faithful servan t . Mark! Mar~! ~me to rest in the place 

f · · .. Aad Sr M ark said co Abb, Serap100, My bro ther Serap100, O JU'i CICe . · • . 
lee 0 ., kneel." And chey ka:lc, .ad a voice w:is heard saying co some-

one else, "Open your bosom ... 
And Abba Serapion gor up and turned and sa,v the soul of Sc. 

Mark dressed in a ,-vhice garment, carried by angels and saiocs, being 
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Th# ,-,,..u •i St . • \t,,,i 
St. Sw"I• ii.Jiu rb, t~ •/ Sr. ,\tu. 

ui:en ro Haven. And cht roof of Hea'"en opened and he saw the aerial 
customs which wanted to gnh the soul of St. ~brk. And a thunderous 
, ·oia: was heard which uid, " fl«, spirits of d.u-~, before the 
Light." And thcte was great commo tion. aod the souJ of Sc. Mule '-'·as 
d~ about one ho-ur. And after, a \·oi~ " 'as heard saying, " Uplift 
the soa1 ol Mr bd~." Aod the dcmoos were dispersed. And Abba 
Scnpioo s.aw 1 hand which re.1-ched oat of Heaven and roolc cbe soul of 
SL ~urk. And he <lid not ~ it again . ..\.nd it w-a.s the third hour oJ 
tbt o..ight. 

Aad ,-\bba Serapion prayed ill night . And io the morning be 
chanted che fwicra.l c:bants over the hol y body, but be oeichcr coached 
it OOtr moTCd it, nor e"vcn co,e1cd it witb any thing. 
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ST. MARK THE A_..\;CHORITE 

After, be coolc: s,oo~s and sea!~ rh.e mooch of enc C-2\'C and des­
~ndcd t he mouotain. And be besoughc God co strcngthc-n him chat 1-.lC 
m,ghc pass the fr1ghcfu! desert .Ancl whetl cbc suo w1s sctciog, be saw 
before him the ,,.,.o ciders wbom be had s.ccn 10 bJS d~2m, and chcy 
said, .. Today you buried a bod~· of whicb ~be ':.\·h.o1c ,-..orld is oot v.·cr.­
tby .1 Ccmc: with us 20d y.·e shall wallc all nigb.c, so chat you w ill not 
Jose your strength from che he:zc of rhc day:· And tbe chree walkd to­
gcthrr uo cil morning. And in che morniog tbcJ· said ... Go with the 
blessing of God.·· ;\od they disappeared from his eyes. 

And :\.bba Serapion waJked a lie.le f.arcbcr 2.00. turocd his eye$ 

and saw th.tr he " 'as scandiog before the door of chc chorcb, at che cell 
of bis obcdien,~. And he marveikd, and rem:mbered the ~ords which 
\'.'ere s.aid co him by Sc !\iuk, "'You shall not rctu.-n by~ ro2.d which 
yoa came · • And he glorified the Lord. 

Aod Abba Jobo b.ea.rd his voice i.od carne out of hisceU anduid, 
"Welcome ba.c lc, Abba Serapion." And they entacd the cbarch a.:id 
glori 6cd God. 

And :\bba john s.id co Abba Serapion, "Brorha, he wa.s a era: 
Christian. \Ve are Christi1DS in OWlC only, whae...s by onr aeti~ ~-e 
:u-e not io cbe lease. Glocy be w God, Who d:c.m.s as worthy to see His 
smi ts. • . A.men. 

1. Ti,,:, _, ,._ i,, si-,JU&J -' 1,.asiiss. lunnrR, Jz.r:ru.uJ. 4'-KUti --f ._ :J,, _,J 
- s II#-,;, - ,r.-Jr:.r.,. Ju.rr.s, -'"""• ~,. -' ~ i,, "1run. ,l-idxc•, lJ: r., ,a).. 
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THE ORTHODOX SPIRITUAL lJFE 

THAT IT rs NECESSA Ry 
FOR Al I. CHRISTIA S IN GENERAL TO 

PRAY WITHOUT CEASING 
Fmn t!N L,J, of St . Gr11,o? P"'""lilJ, 

Arrhln.sblp of TIH1111/,nu11, W t>nd,r11X1fttr 

... _, ... -.ET NO 01\"E, my brother Chrisciaru, think th1t ooty the clergy 
and monks a.re obligated ro pray uottaJingly and conuouow.ty, 
.and aoc the laymen. Nay, oayl AH of us Chtis rians in general 

have an obligation to be found always io pr-ayer. 
The most holy Patriarch of Comt.iocioopJc, Philorheus, wrica in 

the Life of St . Gregory of Thcssalonica that the divine Gttgory had a 
bc.Jovcd frirnd named Job- a mosr simple man aoJ very virruow - wuh 
whorn, con..-miog ooc.c, he: spoke concerning prayer aod how every 
Chrisc~o most struggle always in prayer, and rnust pray unc.caaiogly, 
u the Ap01tlc Paul c.xhoru :aJJ Christiana in general . Pro:, """.1,1111&J7 (l 
Thas . ) : 17). And a.s :aJso the Prophet Oa\'id says, even though he wu 
a kiilg. and had all chc care, of hi• kingdom : / 111w 11,, u,J IN/Hi ,,,,, rn• 
til««,IJ:, ( Pt. J~: 8). That is> I sec: the: Lord always hc:fore me: 0#1"'111:, 

( mentally) , by maos of prarcr. The Thc:ologw,, G~gory, iosrrucring 
a.II Cbrisoaos, rel.ls u5 , ba, we: musr rcmcmhc:r the name of God ,n prayer 
more often duo we: brc:at.hc . Ha•rtog said this and m~ny o ther th ings co 
his fneno Job, the Saint told him io addition t h.at we al,o must be obc­
diccc to ,be c:,:honauon1 of the saioa. Not only muse we pray con­
c,naotqly, bat we mu,, reach alt o rhcn io general - mot>kJ, Jaym("(t. 
edDC'acc:d men, stmplc men, men, women, aod chtldreo -- at1d we mu1c 
tacite chem co ~ay ooauingJy. 

I . ,_..,_, • lllit '-I dsa,c. ot dw /1~/J.,,. Han prlo'Od (err ,be 6nc clme- lo h1 eo­
(RfJ • fnt:t..a, ....,tr u u.ed &oa cbc Gt.el. 
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PRAY WITHOUT CEASING 

Whtn the old man, Job, heard these th1og!>1 1t ~cmcd liJ.:.e a oo­
vc:l cy to him. I le began to argue and ro say to the saint chaL unceasing 
prayer is only for rhc ascetics anJ m"nk,, who ;ire oucs1dc lite Y,or!J and 
irs di•uractaons an<l not for laymen, who ha"c so many c.arcs .and labors. 
The saint again told h1111 ocher pa~')ages and 1rrcfutablc proofs, buc chc 
old mao,Job, would not be convinced. V.'1sb1og co .avoid much cal king and 
arguing. the Jivinc Gregory kc-pt ~tknt, .and c:i.ch one ~·enc to h,s cell. 

:\fterwards, w hC"n Job \\ a~ alone, praying sn h111 ceJJ, there ap· 
pcarcd he-lore: him .an angel of 1hc Lord , sent: b)· God, 'w'ho deitr~ che 
sah·,H1on of all men. Afrer he had grc:adv <.:Cn')Urcd him for argu1ng v.·1th 
St . Grc~ory and wicbsr.and1ng dilngs th.1t were ob,•iOIJ.!, •· dirough vi,h1ch 
chc s.:.lva tion o( Christ ian~ ,~ broughl about•· he orderd him, on bc~lf 
of Gn<l. to c.i.kc <:.arc hc:n,cfo, th to ~uJrd h1m~elf nol w i.ar .any conua­
d1ccory rhing reg.ir.l ing any ocher soul-bcncfite1ng activity, for by do1.og 
10 he \1.•1tlatood the " 'ill of God Neither \'\'1 th his mind s.hould he dare: 
ac~pt .1 conrradiccory thou~hc, nor ch,nk diffcrcorh, from ch.it "·hicb 
the div,n,: Gregory cold hi ru. Then tha r mo~ t simple old nun, Job, \l\'cn t 
1rom('d1,tcly co t he Sair· r and fell at his free scck1og forgsvenc-,s for his 
conrr:aJ1c r1on and cooc~noon. And he rc,·~lc:d co h1m a.Ii th.at the angel 
of the Lurd h2J rolJ ham. 

You sc-c, my bC'(' rhrcn, that all Chnsti2os have rbc ohhgacioa. 
fro m 111nall to Jlrca r, to pray .always with cbc praycr. Lard }tNJ Cbosr, 
S,n of (,oJ, h11c., ,n.rr_1 ,,,, ,,,,. Their mind anJ hc:an muse become accus­
c,,mt"d to always say ing tt . And consider how much God is plc.1..\('d io 
chis and how muc h benefit comes from th,, f or out of His Cl. creme love 
lor man He even sent a heavenly .ingcl co rc\'c:&I st co U!> so t hat ·we nuy 
no longer have any douhr ,n t his . 

But w hac do chc 1.avmco sav? "\Ve arc: in so man-.• alfa1~ .and ,,res 
of Lhc world. How I \ it pos,iblc for us co pray unc-C"asin~l~?.. And I 
aos""·cr char GoJ did not command us to do •n,·crun~ chat 1s not pos­
si ble, buc He comm.indcd only those thing~ ,vh1ch " 'C: arc :ahlc co do. 
For rhi s rc.a i.on 1t as possible for C\·cryonc \\·ho d1ligeod~ -.eel> the sal­
vation of h11 wul co achieve this. lf t t """~ impo~s ble r t v.•ould he ,n 
~ ncral impossible for all l.&yn1cn, .and t hctt " nulJ not he:- fouod so tnaoy 
in the world ach1cv1n~ ir. O ( thc:5': rnan), let the: f~thc:r of the aho,·c 
mcnuoncd Sc Gregory~ an ei~tnplt. Kon1tantinc. rha, " ·onJ~..,w. man, 
who, e ve n tbouAh he w;as 10 the ro~,I ,ourt. aad ~llt-d <he father and 
tciachcr of the Emperor ~nJron1cus. daily coO<'c:mcJ \\'tth royal m.1ucrs 
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as wcJJ as the affa irs of his house, very rich, having many possessions, 
servants, cbi ldrca , and a \.vife, despi te all chjs \-Vas inseparable fro m G od . 
So much \vas be given over to unceasing mental prayer, t ha t most of rhe 
t ime he forgot those things concerning royal matters which fbe Em peror 
and the princes of the palace bad discussed together w i rh him, and would 
ask agaia concerning the same matters once and twice. Because of t his, 
che o cher princes , who did noc know che cause, w o uld become ag icaced 
and reprimand him that he so quickl y forgot aod bothered the Emperor 
with his second q uestions. But the E mperor, who knew t he cause, w ould 
defend him and say, " Konstaotioe, the fortunate one, has his own 
thoughts thac do not allo,v h im to attend ro our words which are about 
temporary and vain m,ttcrs . Rather, the mind of t hat blessed one is nai­
led to things true and heavenly. For this reason be forge ts earthly mat­
ters, since all bis attent ion is on prayer and God .·· Wherefore, as the 
most holy Patriarch Philocheus narrates, Konstantine was respected aod 
beloved by che Em~ror, a ll the nob les of the kingdom, and the princes, 
as he was also beloved by God. And he. the all-praised one, was deemed 
worthy co perform miracles . 

In cbe Life of Konstantine's son. St. Gregory, the m ost holy 
PhiJo cheus says chat one cjme, for the fu1.6llmenc of a vow and for a 
blessing, w ich all his family, he ( Konstantine) embarked on a small ship 
to go above Galacas co see o ne anchorite who was living there in soH• 
cude. While they were travdl ing, he asked the servan ts if they had 
brought any provisions to take the Abba to eat together with him. They 
replied that io their bas re they forgot and did not take anything. The 
blessed maa was a little saddened, but said nothing. As they were tra­
veJJiog in the boat be put h is band in the sea and with silent mental 
prayer entreated the God and Master of the sea to give him a fish . After 
a little time (Oh, the wondrous works, Christ King, with which You 
strangely glorify Your servants!) he took his hand out of the sea, hold• 
ing a large bass, which be case into the boat before bis servants and said : 
"Bcholdf the Lord h~ taken care for us and His servant, the Abba, and 
sent him food ... Behold, my brethren, with what manner of glory Jesus 
Christ gJorifies those servants who are always with Him and who coo• 
suntly ca ll up<>n H is most holy and most sweet pame. 

Even that just and holy Eudokimos, was he not also in Constan• 
tinople i.n the palace and in royal matters? Did he not attend the Em­
peror and the nobles of the palac~ with so many cares and temptations? 
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And yet with all chis he ,vas never separated from mental prayer e .. ·eo 
whi le he spoke ( as Symeon t he T ranslator oarraces in his life). Where­
fore, even t hough he, the chricc-blcssed, was found io t he w orld among 
w orldly matters, he lived a life cruly angelic and above t he world. He 
was deemed worthy by che re,vard-grancing God to receive a blessed and 
d ivine eod. Ocher rnanv and innumerable ones were in cbe world and 

' 
,vere alcogcther given over co mental and saving prayer as is found in 
the lives of the saints. 

Therefore, my bro ther Chrisriaos, I beseech you, rogetber v.•ich 
cbe divine Chrysos tom, for the sake of che salvation of your souls do not 
be indifferent co chis .. vork of prayer . Imi ta te chose of whom \VC have 
spo ken, and follow them as much as possible. Though che thing ~eems 
d ifficu l c co you in the beginning, be assured and informed, as from che 
face of t he All-ruling God, tha t w hen rhis very nan1e of your Lord Jesus 
Ch rist is called upon by you every day, unceasingly, it shall ease all your 
difficul t ies. With the passing of t ime, as \ve become accustomed ro it 
and find joy io it, we shall know by trial cha t it is neither impossible 
nor difficult, but possible aod easy. For this reason the divine Paul, who 
knew bet ter t han ,vc the great benefit that prayer has , commanded us co 
pray unceasingly ( I Thess . S: 17). And he never advised a difficult and 
impossible thing which \o\'e could oot do~ and from which , conscquendy, 
i t would be necessary for us co appear disobedient and transgressors of 
his commandments , and for this cause be coodemoed. Rather, the pur­
pose of the AposcJe, ""ho said .. pray unceasingly, " \Vas char ~e should 
pray w ich our mind inasmuch as ic is possible fo~ us co do _it ~ways. 
Even w hen we are working , walking, sirring, eaC1ng, and dnok1ng, ,ve 
are always able co pray with our minds aod to have men tal prayer, 
w hich is true prayer and pleasing to G od. With the body let u~ work 
and w i th the mind let us pray . Let the outer man do every bodily ser­
vice and the inner man be altogecher dedica ted to cbe worship of God 
and never absent from chis spiritual ,vork of mental prayer as the God­
mao, Jesus, com manded in the Holy Gospel, saying: JVht-,1 yo~ pr~:,,_ enter 

into your trtasury;l and closint, :,our door, pray to y011r_ Fath,r, H· ho ts tn riv 
biddin ptac, ( Matt. 6: 6). The treasury of cbe soul_ 1s cb_c body; the doors 
o f ourselves are che five senses. The soul enters into ,cs crcasury when 
the miod is n ot wander ing here and there among the things of the world, 

l T he Greek word '""•ion, translated "closec·· in rhe English ,·crsioi», is more correctly 
• I d .. •· or ''storehouse .. .. a place where valuables arc L:ept 10 safer;· , Tr'1nr. tr .lJls ate rrca.sury 
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bu t is found io our hear t . Our senses close aod remain sealed when vie 

do not allow chem co become a ttached to things that arc caogible aod 
arc seen. In this maoner o ur m.iod remaios free fro m every worldly at­
cachmenc. By means of hidden mental prayer you arc united with God. 
your Father, and theo, as the Evangelist says, Your Farb,r Who s,e.1 in th, 
hidden plac, shaJt reward you op,nly ( Matt. 6: 6). God, Who knows the 
heart, sees your meotal prayer aod rewards it w ith manifest and great 
gifts . Since i t is t he rrue aod perfect prayer ( chat is : Lord j,s,u Chri.11, Son 
of God, haw 11Urcy on 11U) , it fills the soul with Divine grace and spiri t ua l 
gifts jusc as myrrh , which, the more you close i t in its vesse l, the more 
it perfumes the vessel. So ic is wit h prayer. As much as you close it in 
your heart , so much more docs ic 611 us with Divine grace. Blessed and 
for tunate arc they who accus tom themselves co this heavenly w ork, be­
cause by this they defeat every temptation of che evil demons, just as 
David conquered the proud Gol ia t h ( I Samuel 17: 51). Wit h this they 
queoch the disorderly desires of the flesh , just as t he three children 
quenched the flame of the furnace ( Daniel 3 : 49, 50).1 Wi th this working 
of mencal prayer . t hey calm t he passioos just as Daniel tamed t he wild 
lions (Dan. 6: 18-22). With t his t hey bring down t he dew of the H oly 
Spiri t into their hearts. just as Elias brought down rain at Carmel ( I 
Kings 18: 45). Tbis mental prayer is that which ascends uoto t he t hrone 
of G od and is kept in golden bow ls that the Lord may be censcd wi t h 
i t, as the T heologiao. J ohn, says in Revelation : And th, twmty-f our presby-
1"1 f,JJ down befqr, the Lam/J, having ,ach a harp and goldm bowls f11tl of in­
,en.s,, which ar, the prayers of th, saints ( Rev. 5: 8). T h is menta l prayer is 
a ligh t t ha t al ways enligh tens t he soul of man, aod ignites h is heart 
wi t h the flames of the Jove of God. It is a chain t hat keeps G od and 
man uni ted face to face. O. incomparable grace of mental prayer ! I t 
makes a man always converse w ith God. 0 , truly w ondrous and extra­
ordinary t bing, to be together with men, bodily, aod found together 
w it h God, mentally! T he angels do not have a mate rial voice , but w ith 
their minds t hey offer doxology to God cootinuall y - this is their w ork; 
to this is a ll t heir life dedicated . 

Therefore , you too. brother , when you enter into your treasury 
and close t he door -- that is, when your mind is no t scattered here and 

1. These verses _arc not includ.ed io the Prorest:uit Bibles. They are found in tbc Septuagint 
~d Douay ven1ons, thus: & , th. 1111,11 •f th. L,,d wml ~- with A:!,,,ri 111 11,u/ J,i, ,,,,,p,,,,;,,,, 
1111• th. ~llr/WU: t1nd b, Jrqu tlu fl_,, ,f th. ft,, 11111 •f th, fld7JIIU. A,,J b, ,,,,,.14 1b, 111hl11 •f th, 
f- lilu 1b. bwint, ,f II v,;,,J hrint,int, d#w, 11nd rb, fir, t,11chd rb,m ,.,, 111 1111, "'" tr,11/;l,J 
1/mn, Mr""' ,,_,, ,my,,_,,,_ (T,11111. MIi. ) 
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there , but enters into your heart, and your senses arc closed and not at• 
cached to things of chis w orld, aod your mind prays t here: always, cheo 
you become linked to tbe holy aogels, and your Fa ther Who sees your se­
cret prayer. which you offer io rbc b1ddco place: of your heart. will re­
w ard you openly w ith great and spi ritual gifts . What grea ter cbiog could 
you desire from this th an t o be always found w ith Go<l mentally, as we 
said, aod co converse with Him unceasingly? Withou t this, oo man ca n be 
blessed, neither here oor in the o t her life. Therefore, brother, whoever 
you may be. when you take chis book ( t he P hilokalia) in your bands and 
desire to derive benefit co your soul by reading i t, I beseech you fervently : 
remember t o m ake: a suppliudon to God w it h one '"Lord have mercy" 
for t he sinful soul of him who labored on this book and of him who 
went to expense to have it printed. For they have great oeed of your 
prayer t hat they may find Divine mercy for t heir souJs, and you for yours. 
So be it ; so be it. 
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THE SUNDAY 
OF ORTHODOXY 

By 

ARCHIMANDRITE SEBASTIAN DABOVICH 

A t tht ,nd of the jirJI 111e1k of Great Lt111, when her child"n hav, 

bt,n pr1parrd by slrict fastint, and altendancc at the font, u ntr11 servic,s; 
t iN Orthodox Church celebrates th, "Rir, of O,thodoxy" . In each dioc,s, 

t he fai thful gathtr ar()fJnd their biJhop to cti,brate the Church's triumph 

ov,r e,r(Jf" and htrr11y. lo confeJJ the tru, Faith and t o c/ea,uq the Church by 

,x,luding from her number by 10Je111n a nathema aJl 141ho oppoJe and deft/, 

th, purity of h,r cr,Jo. T o f aithful Orthodox 1hi1 feast ir a 1i1,n and 

confirmation of rh,ir unity with all who confeJs the one tru, Fairh , bfJth qn 

earth and in H eaven •· for in the Ch1,rch all are ali111 in ChriJt . 

T hiJ Jtrf.lict is a to11ch1tone of true Orthodoxy, in which no " ecum1nis111" • 

M "dialogue" ar, po1sibl,, but only straightforward confession of that 

faith which "has confir,1ud the 11niver.r1". 

The following iJ anoth,r in a Jeries of reprintr of articl, s p11bli1hed · 

at th, tnd of th, la.It century by the ftrJI A,nerJcan-bom Orthod-ox prie.rt 

11nd mi1sion11,:,. Born in San FranciJco in 1863 of Serbian part11t1. 

Arcimaru:lritt Sebai t ian dieJ in 1940 at th, Zhicha M onastery in 

Yu1,oslavia. 11f1, r a lift tUvot, d lo preaching th, W ord of God . 
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N THIS FIRST SUNDAY in Lene, the Church, in memory aod 
in thanksgiviog for ber victory in the struggles aod labors in 
p rotecting the rrue faith agaiost the cootcnrions of e'-'il -minded 

heretics, celebrates chc ··Triumph of Orthodox Christianity," and for 
th is reason •.vc call ch is day .. The Sunday of Orthodoxy .. 

le wac; in 787 A D. that the Church, in universal Council assem­
bled, decreed, among ocher resolutions and canonical aces, that it ,vas 
la\',ful for Chri stians to use io che ir private and public " 'orsbip sacred 
images (i.,. , pictures of our Lord Jesus Christ, 1-iis Hol)' Mocher , of cbe 
Saints, and sacred events io Biblical and Chrisriao history), ,vben di vine 
adoration ,vas ascr ibed to God al one, and ,,,hco reverence is offered in 
honor of His works•· che objects which rhese cherished pic tures repre­
sent to us. 

The Christian doctrine necessary for o ur salvation, as re,·ealcd io 
Sacred Scriptu re and Trad it ion, has been expounded and delivered to us, 
free from all mixture of human and herecical iorerpretation, by the Seven 
Great Councils The one mentioned above ,vas the last, namely the sev­
enth. These councils define<l the teaching coocern iog the Persons of the 
Ivlost H oly Trinity in the one Godhead, the ad vcoc in the ,vorld of the 
Son of God, the relations bec,vcen the Church ~1ilitant on earth and the 
Church Triumphant in Heaven, the Providence of God in our reward 
and in our punis hment, the Apostolic Succession aod Hierarchical Econ­
o my a s necessary for t he continuance of Christ·s 1ivork in the wodd, che 

Seven Sacraments, and ochers. 
It \,·as not long, ho"•evcr, before again heresy began co show it• 

self in some branches of the Chllrch, and \'vhen some ambitious people 
w ould impose upon the Church cheir personal and fallible opinions. To 
ward off t he fa lse shoots aad upscarcs, and co remind Cbrisc.ians of the 
binding ru les and c:inons of the Seven Councils, a large assembly of Holy 
Fathers and teachers gathered in Constantinople in 842 A. D. uoder the 
protection of che good Empress Theodo ra, and, mindful o f the Divine 
J udgemen t pronounced of the H oly Spirit , though it ,.,.,.as by the conde­
scendingly lo\'able Apostle St. Paul, that if any 1na11 /01,·t nor the l.orJ j,1us 
Christ let him bt A11ath,1na Maranatha, they declared: T o those tl'ho rejtcl the 
co1111cil.r of 1h, Holy Fathtr.s and thrir fraditio,u which nre agrtcablt to Divine 
Rewlation, and which the Or1hodoxCatho/1c Church piou1ly ma1nrain1, Anathema.' 

This counci l sat in convention duri ng chc firsr week of Great 
Lent. W hile fasting and praying they collected all chc decisions of chc 
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Seven Councils. Wheo Sunday came they marched in solemn procession, 
fxar1ng rhe holy Cross, sacred images of our Lord, che Blessed Virgin 
and the Saiocs, being followed by a multitude of Christians devoutly 
chanting cbe hymn which you have heard today and which rrans!atcd 
reads chus: To Thy mo11 pure Icon we bow down, 0 Bl,.11ed One, praying for 
fort,ivtruJJ of 011, Jtn.J, Chr1.1I 011, God; for, of Thin, qu,n wiU, Thou dtd.Jt con­
d11cenJ to aJc1nd 1h, CroJJ in jleJb, 1J11d tlur,by to d,lit1" Thy crt1Jft1reJ fro,11 th, 
yolu of the ,n,my. Th,refor, ue tha11kf11/J:, cry unto Th,,, Thou haJI ftlud alt 
1h111g.1 with joy, 0 S11viour , Thou Who cam~Jf to Jave th, world. 

Having come inco the Cathedral of Hagia Sophia t his religious 
and noted assemblage offered che most impressive praise service or Te 
/),um ever known in the grjtnd liturgies of the Holy Orchodox Church. 
We have in the words of the Psalmist David the key note which reechoed 
in chc th under of anathemas and resounded in the peals of praise of this 
complete and universal thanksgiving service: Who tJ Jo great a God aJ our 
God? Tholi art tht God al<me that doe1t worukr.1. Here were recounted all the 
f alsc: teachings condemned by the Ecumenical Councils, aod even persons 
were anachemarizcd for willfully adhering to heresy, who did noc repent 
of their sins and earncsd y seek the truth by thei r return co me1nbership 
jo the Church of Christ . Among such were chose · 'wbo deny the exis­
tence of God, and unreasonably mainta in chat t he world exists of itself, 
aod. that all things happen through fate and without the Providence of 
God; those who insolently dare to say chat the All-Pure Vjrgio Mary 
before Her bringing forth, in Her bringing forth, aod after Her bringing 
forth was not a virgin; chose who belJeve oot char the Holy Spjric gave 
wisdom to t he Prophets and Apostles, aod rbrough them proclaimed co 
us the true \vay co everlasting salvation, and chat he confirmed chem by 
wonders, nor believe char now He dwells io the hearts of true and faith­
ful Chrisrians leading them all to the truth ; those who deny the immor­
tality of the soul, who reject tbe Councils of the Holy Fathers and the 
trad itions unanimous with Divine Revelation which the Orthodox Cath• 
olic Church with veneration preserves; those \o\•bo defame aod blaspheme 
the holy jcons which the Holy Church uses to remember the works of 
God and His Saints, so tbar they who look upon the same may be inci­
ted to fear God and to imitate what they sec; and those who say icons 
arc idols." 

It may be necessary before we proceed to explain the word ana­
t h1t1J.t:1 ; it me.ins coodemnatioo and excommunication uncil restored after 
sincere repentance. In some cases it may be not only a temporal ban but 
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a curse. Indeed, there are some members of che Church today, Christians, 
who do not fully realize chat che Church of Christ is a Jiving orgarusm 
which , through tbe suixrnarural indwcllaog of che Holy Spiri t, t'x1sc~ as 
a moral being empo"vcrcd °"·ichio her sphere not only to bless, ~uc also co 
curse. Such ones of course Jo ooc read the Bt hie Those "·ho ha ,·e studied 
the Epistles of the Aposdes knoY, thar ir "vas required of the Corinrh1ans 
co pu1 awa:, / rtm1 among rhnns,tv,s that u.•,ck,J pdrJ<m 1. l Cor. 5. 13). Like\v1se 
che command was given t o Titus, hear: A 111..in thar is a b,r,t1c 11/1,, 1/,, ftrJI 
and second adm<mitiqn rtjtct (Tit. 3: IO). Did not our Lord Jesus Chri~t say 
I f thy brqth,r ,ug/.,ct to INar th, Chtlf'C"h, /.,1 h1111 b, fq rh,, a, a ht.Jth,n m.1n anJ 
a publican ( Ma.tr. 18: 17). And again our Lord speaks : l.i,'hat10Bi>tr y, rhatl 
bind on 111rth Jhail be bound in h,a,·,n; tJnd u.·hat Jq1v1r .JI sh,1/1 itJoJ, on tarrb 
Jbail b, looJ1d ,n h,"ven ( Mace. 18: 18). 

Since the cime of this council ,vbich ,vc have just no\v been con~ 
sider ing , t he Church annu.ally, until our dayJ "has celebrated the tri­
umph of Truth over heresy, and blessed the memory of as well as com• 
mended the work of all chem that by words, writtngs, teachings, suffer­
ings, as also by a life we! I pleasing ro God , have coo tended for Orthodoxy 
as her defenders and helpers". Among those OOY-1 living arc named the 
Royal and Imp: ri~ Beoefaccors, the Orthodox Patriarchs of Constantin­
ople, Alexandria, Antioch , and Jerusalem, cbc Holy Synods of the Rus­
sian and other Orthodox churches, the f'vios c Reverend Bishops. the: Re· 
vercnd Clergy, all right believing Christians who, through sav1ag fa1th 
and good works, are expecting everlast ing blessedoess. Thus cbe Church 
today io most of the Diocesan Cathedra ls throughour che world, while 
joyfully praising and honoring chem chac ··submitted their understanding 
co the obedience of Divine Revelation", and ha ve: contended for the same 
by following the Holy Scriptures and holding fast the traditions of the 
primitive Church , ar t he same cime · 'humbly supplicates AJmig~ty God 
for those who, by heresy or by schism, have se t t hemselves against H1s 
evangelical truth chat He may soften rh_eir hearts.' open cbeir . ears that 
they may recognize His voice, hea l chetr corrupuoos and deliver chem 

out of error". 
When we see how the Lord of crearioo aod chc Shepherd of His 

elect flock has preserved His Church undefiled and whole through long 
ages of the mos t terrible temptations, .ind wbco v.·c hear the prophet 
cry out chac God wiJ/J no qne l o b, /011, but tha1 all may come to rtpmt~nc, 
muJ l o the undn-Jtanding of th, truth, we can nor else but cry out : Who tJ 1q 

1,r,
11

t II GoJ a.1 o-ur Gotfl Thou arl the God alotw that doeJI wonders ' Amco , 
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THE RESURRECTION 
OF' CHRIST 

- -[: E A.RE l,\Jl 7JTED to :h, company cf Cherubim, Straphi,n, TbrotUJ , 
• ~ D1m1ini11nJ, A ntils and Ar,banr,1/s in p/ac, of th, Jpirit1 who txalted 

__ , • ,. tlwm.11/,,_, and f,11 . TIH11 rxalttd thttm,J, ,.r and 1aid in t l>tnu,lirts 
lo God: HtJu· wi/J Y~ mah up our tkftcunry, U'hich i1 intol,rah/1 and p1n:1p1tbJ, 
/11r You, a 1 /tJr rh# ,\1oJt C,Vi.s,, HJ'~ 10/#fattJ 4cftrimcy and disharmqny nou·h1r, 
in His ll'Orld?" (SI. Jobn of K ron11adt , i\fy Life- in Chrisc.) 

. .. B111 10 th, u,isdqm ilna Mnnipotmc, of God tiNre a rd no bounds. Through 
mdk11 .spac,, a.s if at a 1i1,n of th, D11Jin1 hand, arr 1tnUl1J n111nh,-,/111 .starry 
uwld..s , of tXfrtMrdinary btaut_,'t and harm:m:,. And lo1f in the ,nidst of 1bi1 ,m-

111mJ1 c:1J111os is a 1p,ck •• 1b, ,arrb. And 0 11 it frqm d1111 and nothing11,11 ari11.s 
a nru· m11-1urr, man, wirh rb, p~tiQU.J gift of likm11J to G11d. 1 

When chc ancient pre-Chri stian world had rc2cbed the spiritual 
readiness co accept Christ, God sent His Oaly-begocceo Soc co earth to 
tr.iosform men into heavenly btiogs. Chris tendom is the "v hoJe hose of 
mortals who , "'itb free will, have ~ used rhe Djvioity of Christ and cho • 
sen co die to " cbis w orld'' only t o be born ag ain in H im and co live 
forever. The Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ is the cornerstone and 
the beginning of our spiritual rebirth. 

T be Body of Christ, che Orthodox Ch urch, in the course of its 
first millc:nium worked out all chat is necessary f or ml n during chc c.ourse 
of bis earthly exisceocc, wh ile :l\vaiciog che General Resurrect ion co che 
next world- Chrisciaairy became the world religion ; the highest peak of 
civiJizacioo ,;..·as acuined by Byzaocium, where the w hole of sociecy was 
patterned upon Divine Trut h . 

Bue men, tempted by the Prince of this w orld to seek t heir end on 
the earth, grad ually fefl back, with t he "Renaissance," co the pagan 
concept of life ; developing their knowledge of chis pass ing w orld , cbc:y 
ceased to have contact \vicb G od. To them God bec.1me "dead." As a 
result, the contemporary w orld-view is founded upon a refusal to face 
l . L M. Koot-z.eYich, Th# s- «I -1 T,J,,,, , Spi:ri11111l w1a1rr.1b, ( Munich , 1960). P· 104. 

--OPPOSrTE: Th# Jumu ef CbriJT ,,,,, IN/I; ,hf rr.dili#tt4I i<m ,J ,hf R.IJIIIN<ti~. 
8J p,_ S,frMH. 
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man 's mortali ty and che inevirabili ty of death -- in face, upon a fear of 
death. M odero though t culminates io a dream, a form of \vhac t he 
Church calls prelcsr, 0£ the communal construc tion of paradi~c on ea rth, 
the reigoing idea of the presen c age. The Resurreccioo of Chr is t bccon1cs 
merely a feast of spring ... 

To a sobe r Or thodox Christian, ho•.veve r, death is a reali cy both 
necessa ry aod beneficial; for i t forces man co seek and find the cruch of 
himself beyond the bo unds of his earth ly exis tence, lxyond 1irne and 
space. The Chris t ian acceptao(e of deach giv~s ~ new val~e ro life . on 
earth; it gives divine- hope and aces as t he bcg1nn1og of ones awakening 
co the ew Birch in Christ. 

Ily nigh t, hidden from che ways of chis world, like icodemus in 
the Gospel, must a con tem pora ry 1nan come co the t rut h of Orchodox_r 
in quest of Christ's Resurrec tion Only the great mysrcry of a man s 
heart being touched by Christ Hin1sclf can orien t one co sense truly the 
paschal joy. Words fai l co descri be \lvhac is beyond rhe human frame of re­
fe rence. Yet when Christian marcyrs , aflame wich Ch ri st's Resurrection, 
eagerly gave chemsel ve~ up co cheir torturers, they knew by experience 
the Tru th for which cbc:y were dying. The desert Fa che rs wi thdrew from 
the \vorld to preser ve this liviog holy Fire of Chris t 's Resurrec rioo . Al• 
most rwo thousand years lacer, Sc. Seraphim of Sarov, h ts heart pur­
ified by solitary podv,g, became a vessel of t his spirit and greeced every 
mao wich the joyo us words, " Christ is r isen, " seeing God's image in 
every man. 

Orthodoxy today is going through a period of trial!: and purifi­
cation. Everywhere the most subtle cemptarioos chal!cnge the puri ty of 
one's faith ; thus is one spiritually tested , to see if he hungers fo r the one 
True Christ or cbe mul licudioous, many-faced an t ichris ts. The Chris t ian 
today cao wi t hstand these tem ptat ions only jf, having personal ly exr er1• 
enced Christ 's Resurrect ion in his heart , he real izes h is ovi, n absolute sin­
fulness and k nows the presence of Chris t in his life . The annua l per iod 
of Grea t L:nt becomes a necessary preparat ion for the experience of the 
Risc:o Christ , aad th is exper ience is t hen repeated every Sunday th rough­
out the: w hole year·· for Sunday is tbe day of the Resurrec t ion ( in Russian 
the: very word s are identical ) . Thus t he man who lives the l ife of the 
Church is g radually trans formed by the power of the Resur rected Christ, 
eveo whi le s t ill on earth, io to a dweller of Heaven; for this, in truth, 
is t ha t fo r w hich he w as crea ted . 
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A Jtalement by th, h,ad of thq free RuJJian Churi·h 
on the Orthodox ,elation le the Church t>f Rome 

AN APPEAL 
TO HIS l10Lll\'ESS ATHEtiAGORAS 

OF CONSTANTl,\/OPLE, NEW RO!vfE, 
AL\JD ECUME,'JICAL PATRIARCH' 

Your Holiness: 

From t he Holy Fathers we have inherited t he test:iment cbat io 
t he Church of God al l is done according to canonical order, in un ity of 
mind and in agreement with ancient t radi t ions. If, bo\ve\·er, aoy from 
among the bishops or even from among the representatives of aucocepha­
low, C hurches should do anything not in agreement with what the whole 
Church teaches, each member of the Church may declare his prote:;t. 1·be 
15th rule of the Double Couocil of Constantinople io 861 acknow ledges 
as w orthy of " the honor befit ting an Orthodox Christian" those bishops 
o r clergy w bo withdraw from c.:ommunioo even ,vich their Patriarch, if 
he sh ould publicly preach heresy o r teach such opealy in t he Church. 
Thus we arc all guardians of the Church's truth, \vhich has always be~o 
defended by concern that nothing possessing significance for t he whole 
Ch urch be d one w ithout the agreement of all. 

F or thi s reason our relation co v.irious divisions vvhich go beyond 
the bounds of separate Local Churches ha~ aiso been determined not 
otherwise than by the agreement of all these Churches. 

If our di vision with Rome. \Vas o riginally determined io Constan­
tinople, subsequently it vvas accepted by the whole Orthodox Church 
a nd became an ace of the ,,vhole Orthodox world . o ooe Local Church 
separa tely .• and in particular the Churcl~ of Coostao tin?ple, long re• 
spccted by all of us, from whom our Russian Church rec~1ved t he tre~s­
ure of O rth odoxy . • can change anyching in the ~arcer_ without thi:: prior 
ag rcc: ment of all . Moreover we, t he presently ruh~g bishops, c~nnot ex· 
ecute dec isions which would be in di sagreement ,v1th the teach.cg of che 
Holy Fathers who have Jived before us -· in parcic~lar, inso~.ir as the 
matter concerns the West, Scs. Photius of Constantinople aoa lvlark of 

E phesus. 
1. Translated from chc newspaper R,1111(111 Lif,, San Francisco. Feb. 2, 1966, 
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In the: light of these principles ,ve, though " ·e are the youngest of 
the reprc.senc.atives of the Church, yet as the bead of che autonomous, 
free portion of the Russian Church, consider it our duty to declare a de­
cisive protest ag;1iast cbe ace of Your Holiness concern ing che so!emn 
declaration, simuluoeously ,v ich the Pope of Rome, of che rcmo,·al of 
the~.xcommuoicacion proclaimed by Patriarch Michael Cerularjus in 1054. 

\1.:c heird many expressions of dismay \.vhco Your Holiness, tx-fore 
the whole world, d id something novel, unknown to Your predecessors 
and contrary t o the tenth Aposcolic rule, by meeting che Pope of Ro me, 
Paul \ ·l, io Jerusalem. We shall say frankly, without besitacion: tbe of­
fense ,,·as greac. \\.'e have heard that as a resuJr of chis many monas­
cc:ries on the H olv 1fouocain of Athos ceased to mention the name: of 

• 
) ·our Holiness during Divine services . No,v, however, You go yec fur-
ther when, by decree of Yourself aod t he bishops o nly of Your Synod, 
You abrogate cbe decree of Patriarch ~1.ichacl Ccrularius, coo1irmed aod 
accepted by the entire Orthodox East. Doing rhis, Your Holiness acts 
in disagrcc:mcot wi t b the relation co ward Roman Ca tholicism chat has 
been adopted by our whole Church. It is nor a quescioo of one or ano­
ther '\"alaatioo of the conduct of Cardinal Humbert; it is not a question 
of any person.al falling-out bec~·eeo Pope and Parriarch that could be 
easily healed by murual Christian forgiveness; oo •· the essence of rhe 
quescion JiC's in those devjacioos from Orrhodo:ry which have become 
rooted in the Roman Church during t he course of centuries, first of all 
t he teaching of Papal .infallibility, definitively formulated at the First 
,-,tic.n Couocil. The decl.aracion of Yo ur H oliness and t he Pope justly 
acknowledges c.he act of " mutual pa.rdoo" as insufficient for t he cessation 
of former as well as of more recen t divergences. But more t han that: 
this ace places a sign of equaliry between error and crutb . Dur ing the 
course of ccnro.ries t he whole Orthodox Church has justly believed t hat 
she has departed in nothing from the teaching of the H oly Ecumenical 
Coc..ocils, while at the same t ime the Roman Church bas accepted a series 
of novelties, discordant with Ort hodoxy, io her dogmatic teaching . The 
more these: novelties have been introduced, tbe deeper bas the division 
become bcrweeo Ease and West . The dogmatic deviations of lltb-cenrury 
Rome did not yet coataio such errors as were added lace-r. Therefo re the 
rc-,,ootion of the mutual iacerdiccioos of 1054 might have had a signifi­
c1oce in clue epoch, bot now it SC'rVes only as a witness of neglect for 
the most important and essential: aamely, the new teachings, unknown 
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to t he :.ocienc Church, chat were proclaimed after th:tc-, of which several, 
being iodicccd by St. i\,1arL.: of Ephesus, served 2s .1 reason \vhy cbc Uoio a 
of Florence: was rejected by tbe Holy Church . · 

We declare deci sively and cacegonc:.i. lly: 
No union of any sore of che Roman Church with us is possible 

until sbe renounces ber ne\v dogmas. and it 1s nor possible co rc:~tablish 
communion in prayer with her \Vichouc chc: dccre~ of all Cbu!"Ch~ •­
which. however. 1s noc regarded by us a~ possible uocil the Russian 
Church, now compelled co li,•e 1n the catacombs. becomes free The 
hierarchy now headed by Patriarch Alexei caoooc <:xpress the auchencic 
voice of che Russian Church, for it is completely sub~rvicnr to chc athe­
ist authority, executing its will. The represcor,cives of several ocher 
Churches in Communist countries arc also oot free . 

Inasmuch -as che Vatican is ooc only a religious center, but also 
a state, and one's relations to ir ·· as che reccoc visir of the Pope to the 
United Nations clcarJy sho\ved •- ha\·e also a pol itical sigoi6ca.nce, one 
caonoc fail co reckon -.vicb t he possible influence o f the atheist po",ers 
upon t be hierarchy of rbe captive Churches, on one side or cbe- other, 
io the question of che Roman Church. 

History test ifies chat oegotia ri ons with chose of different belief 
under che coodicion of pressure from pol itica1 circumstances, ba~e never 
brought the Church anything bur d1scurbancc and divisions. Therefore: 
we consider it necessary co declare char our Russian Church Abroad, as 
uodoubccdly also the Russian Church oow io the "catacombs," will not 
consent to any "dialogues" ,vhatever wi ch other confessions conc.erniog 
dogmas, and she re jects beforehand every agreement with them io this 
coooectioo, acknowledging the possibility of a restoratio n of uoicy " Tith 
them only if they accept in full Orthodox doccrioe io that form io which 
ic has been preserved uocil now by cbe- Holy Catholic and Apostolic 
Church . As Jong as chis cood1tion is uofulfillcd, the inrerd,cuoos of Pa­
triarch Michael Ccrularius mai ntain all their force, and their removal 
by Your Holiness is an ace uocaoonical aod io\·alid. 

To be sure, we arc not opposed co well-wishing motual rclacions 
w it h the represeocativcs of other confessions, as long as Orc_hool)x truth 
is not be craved cbereby. For chis reason our Church at ooc cunt accepted 
the kind in~i tatioo to send observers to the Second \ racican Council, 
just as she had scot obser,•crs to the Procestanc Conferences of the \\' orld 
Couocil of Churches, in o rder co have iaformallon from first band con-
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cc:roing t he work. of the se meecings, w ithout aoy partic ipat ion io their 
decisions. We value a good. rel :iuoo co our o bservers and stud y ,vith in­
terest their dc cailc:d reports, which tc:s cify co the beginning of significant 
cbaogcs in t be Romao Church. We sh a ll thank G od if these changes 
w ill ser ve cbe ca use of bcr d rawi ng oca.r co Orthodoxy. Ho,ve ver , if 
Rome: m ust change: much in order co re turn to ' "t he confession of the 
Aposto lic fai th,' ' the Orthodox Church, which h as preserved this fa i th 
until no,v uncorrupted, bas no thing to change:. 

Church tradition and t bc: example: of t he Holy Fa thers teach us 
t hat no d ialogue is conducted •.vi th Churches that have fa llen away from 
Orthodoxy. T o them is a lways di rected sooner the monologue: of the 
Church's preaching , in w h ich the Church calls t hem to return to her 
bosom t hrough reject ion of every teach ing ooc in accord \Vi t h her . A 
gcnujne dialogue: supposes an exchange of opinions, adm itti ng the pos­
sibil it y of the ix-rswision of the partici pan ts in i t fo r the attainment of 
agreemen t. A s is a pparcot from the encyclical &dt.siam Suam, Pope Paul 
VI understands d ialogue as a pla n fo r our annexation to Rome , o r for 
the resto ration of communion w ith her with the aid of some kiod of 
fo rmula , wh ich however leaves her doctrine: to t ally unchanged , aod in 
par ticular her dogmati c teach ing on che posi tion of the Pope in che 
Church . But aoy agreement ,vi th erro r is foreign to the whole history 
of the Orthodox Church aod to her very being. It could lead, not to 
unanimous confession of the truth , but co a visionar y external union 
si milar co the agreement of the differently-minded Protestant societies 
within the Ecumenical M ovement . 

May suc h a bcrraya l of Or thodoxy oo c penetrate to o ur midst ! 
We fcrveotl y beg Your Holiness co place a l imit to the offense: , 

for t he pat h ,vb ich You have chosen, if it should f urcber bring You in to 
union with che Roman Catholics, would ca ll forth a d ivis ion in the Or­
thodox 1.vorld ; fo r undoubtedly many o f Your ow n spiri tual ch ildren 
also will prefer fa it hful ness co Ort hodoxy above the ecumenica l idea of 
a compromising union with non-Orthodox without t he ir full ag reement 
io t he t ruth . 

Begging Your holy prayers, I remain Your Holiness· obedient 
ser vant . 

M , rropolitan Pbilart f 
Chairman of the S:,nOd of Bi.shops of th, 

Russian Or-1hodox Church 01Jt1id1 ,j RNssia 
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THE ECUMENICAL 
PATRIARCHATE 

By THEOKLlTOS, ~10N K OF DI01'YSI()U 

Monastery of the Holy t-.louot aio Achos 

T b, conduct of the p,re.smt Patri.Arcb of Cmstant in~pl, is btr, 11itu.vd 111,ai,ul 

the background of th, hi,tqry oft& &u11unical Patriarrhatt. Tb, a1111Mr u 

tbt formuu t literary fi1,urt of tht Holy J..formtdin, tJl'1ixJr of u:crrk.t on Si . 

N icodemoJ and othtr Orthodox .suhj,crs , as u>eil {l.f 11rt1cl,s qn contn11pgrt1r:, 

question,, and a .spolt,.rmarz fqr the lart,t n11mbtr of Orthodox Criv1k.1 who 

cont in111 to hold firmly to tbt Ortbok,.:y of tbt F111btrs.1 

D
HE HISTORY OF the Ecumenica l throne has been bound to­
gether ,"Vi t h the Q ueeo of Cities. From her 1l drc,v its ecumeo­
icicy, and from her i t received ics splendor for sixteen ceot unes. 

It experienced g randeur as .. The Grea t Church of Chrisc," and as " the 
eye of t he ecumene." l e was the Ctntcr of Orthodoxy, about w h ich re­
volv-ed and from which ,vas illuminated t he most holy Church. J t ,,·as 
t he pro t ector ( in the East) of c-ruth. ! cs a uthori ty ,va!- uni,·crsal aod es­
tablished by au thori ty of an Ecumenical Council " by tbe face chat Con• 
staotinople has rhe kingdom and the senate ," 

The ci ty fell unde r the blows of Asiatic barbarians. The Byzantine 
Kingdom \Vas destroyed . But the Ecumenical Patriarch a ce, even " ·i thout 
t he w orldly prop of "' kingdom and scoa te,. prtserved undiminished its 
ccumen1c1cy. o one t hought ro dou bt it . \\' by? Because, even though 
t his special hoaor as 1.vell as che ritle of New Rome \Vas bestowed upon 
it for reasons of w orld ly splendor by the Fourth Ecumenical Council , its 
ccumc:nicicy ,vas deri ved rather from its brigh t history, from i cs strug­
g les for O rt hodoxy, from ics ack.no wledgcmc:n c by all the o ther Churches 
as the i1ochcr Church, prc:servicg dogma in tac t and tradition unmarred. 
It was ever regarded by local Churches in other parts as a securi ty (or 
the preservation of tbe unadul teratt d Apostolic preaching and Pa trisdc 

dogmas. 
l. Translated from che Greek religious newspa~t T1~1, Atbtiis, Juae, 196~. 
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Only once "vas chc p restige o f cbe Pat riarchate of Con stantinople 
insulted. And chis w hen? o t af cc r che su bjugat ion by the Turks w hco 
it passed into ingloriousness, bur ra chc r ..,vhen ic ... vas yet adorned wicb 
the w orldly sple ndor of che Byzan t ine Empire. The conservative da ughter 
of che Great Church of Christ, the R ussian C hurch, w he n ic \lvas informed 
by Isidore of Kiev of the shameful fa lse union o f Ferrara, at once enclosed 
Isidore io prison and proclaimed the Ecumenical Pacriarch a rc contami­
nated aod bro ke off al l rela cioo wich it. From char time there was forged 
the idea of Moscow as che Third Rome. 

What does t his all mean? Thar che ccumenicicy of rhc Patriar­
chate of Co nsra.ntioople and i ts presti ge arc shaken neither by loss of 
paternal land s, nor by deprivation of dio ceses, nor by slavery . Boch its 
prestige and its ecumeoicity arc shaken only by htresy . And chis face is 
a logical consequence of an in~titucion which altho ug h m iJitan c io t he 
world yet radiantly exhibits eternal truths which arc neithe r streng th­
ened nor yet weakentd , by the changes of human th ings , 

Today the Ecumenical Patriarcha te is cb rc-ateocd by Turkey with 
displacement from the Queen of Cities . And "ve have been croubled. both 
as a Church aod as a oatioo. And, most justly, we protested to a ll the 
world co ocero iog t his oew barbarous design of t he Hagareoes. We do 
not kno\v finally "vbat will come abouc. lo any case w e musr sc ruggle so 
that our Patriarchate may no t be uproo ted from r he h ist or ic Phaoar for 
r easons of oaciooaJ sentimen t . Due we must al so be realis tic. F or ic is 
possible, in spite of our every opposi tion, thac t he threats may be real­
ized. And char w hich o ur race for cent uries never even imagined migh t 
oow become a real i ty . In this ever-rnoviog ,vorld, the m os t unlikely and 
uaexpc-cred occurs. Did the Byiant ioes perchance fear that at some t ime 
they _would be ,vichouc a country? Did \Ve perhaps ever expec t the des • 
truct1on of everr chiog G reek in Asia Minor? A t t he present time in 
Turkey from fo ur million Orthodox Greeks th ere a ow ex ist only a few 
t ho usands who are concin ual! y being expatriated. And io a no t coo dis­
tant furure Hellenism there wi ll be merely a nos talgic memo ry if the 
Lord does oo t o,·ercurn the .. counsels of r ulers" and rccscablish in the ir 
old g lory His people s uffering on account o f sin-;. 

Therefore, the pos!> ibi licy can ao c be excluded chat rhe Ecu1nen­
icaJ Pa triarchate may require a portio n of Greek earth in o rder to be re­
csubJisb_cd. Naturally we wdJ give it. As hospi tal i ty? N o . But as its 
own nati ve Greek land. For chc Patr iarchate of Cooscancioople is G reek 
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and reflects G reek-Christian values as no orher iosticutioo, and embodies 
t he ideals of cbe nat ion as no ocher csrablishmeor. 

B.uc al rhough ,ve are troubled v.·ith the idea of cbe uprooting of 
the Pa t riarchate and -...ve SpC"ak against the Turks, v.·e have noc thought 
ho'vvcvcr if t he cause is fo und in the Pacriarchatc itself. Perhaps our Pa­
rri archJte is self-persecuted-· the same persecucing itself! For, afrer all, 
'vV C are Christians and vve believe chac nothing happens wi rhout God, 
and indeed, when it concerns rhe Church of Chrisr, why should we oo c 
in terpret cveocs by faicb, si nce \ve arc: faichful? Why shouid we not sus­
pec t chat God Who permicced chc dcscruccioo of cbe Seven Churches of 
t he Apocalypse pe rmi ts the moving of t he Pacriarcbatc? 

We read in the Revelation of Sc. John: Nev,rthel,s.r, 1 bav, Jomt what 
a1,ainJt thee, btca111, thotJ hast /,ft tby fir,11 love. Reninnber therefore fr<m1 whma 
rho11 nrl J atl,n and repent, 011d do th, ftr,1t work.I; or eJ.,e i wit/ come unto th,, 
q11ickly and wilt rnnore thy candJ,.rtick out of it 1 p!ac,, ,xr,pt tbo11 repmr ... H, 
that hath an ear, let hi"J hear U-'hat the Spirit Jaith 111110 th, Churcht.J. 

W hy, t herefore , sh ould we noc believe char the "caodlesdck" of 
the Ecumeoical Pacnarchace is being .. removed'' by God Himself? For 
what reason? F or ics sins, perhaps, aod for .. blasphemies against cbe 
Spirit ." 

Since 1920 we have an influx of •·blasphemies" ( from che innova­
tor Metaxakis and the O rigenist Basil) which have reached t heir peak 
in the presear Pa tri arch Athenagoras . "Blasphemies·· wicbout number, 
and of e very ki nd! From 1949 until today, .,..,,hac have \Ve not heard from 
h is mo u th. To what pur pose should \vc repeat them? To what purpose 
sho u ld we speak of "bis most beloved fatherland, Turkey"? Of bis syr• 
upy flatte ries of Islam, al though under no necessity, such as "we all be­
lieve in o ne God," or "when l become perplexed, l turo my gaze co,vard 
the po rrrait o f A t taturk and am cnlighreoed''? Of his 5clf-formulaced 
co ncelc bra t ions \vich the Armenians? Of memorial services celebrated for 
dead T urks? Of the unforgivable photographs togecher wicb lamentable 
w o men?1 Of che replacing of "God is the measure of crutb" by "man is 
t he measure"? Of his silence in che face of pcrsiscenr accusations of his 
being a freemason? And of t he scandalous affair of his iosisceot forcing 
of Iako vos oo America, w hich rhrca reocd che uoicy of rbe Patriarchate? 
To what avail sh ould ""e remind ourselves of the so ,vell·kno,,vo events 
of recent years in which rhc Patriarch of Cooscaotioople C\'Cr cooseoced 

1. Photographs calcen with beauty quttns (rr,1fls. nor,). 
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to become a cool o f a gre;i t worldly power in order to achieve a false 
unioo of chu rches at t he expense of the Ort hodox faith? Which one ever 
spoke in such a liberal and anti -Orthodox manner as th is man? Who else 
ever said chat " there a rc no d1ffcrco<"es be t ween the Orthodox and che 
Lati ns?" W hich ocher one wounded our nariooal honor v,•ith his sick ly 
Turkophi lism? Who offered "earth and v.•ater" co the Pope? Viho divi ­
ded t he Orthodox G reek Church into unionists and anti -unionis es? W ho 
e ver led che prestige of che Ecumenical Pa rriarcha cc to such a hum il ia­
t ing position through a Latinizing policy '\-Vtthouc any tine o f Ort hodoxy? 
Why , then , do ooc a ll these constitu te "blasp hemies against the Holy 
Spiri t"? And t he evils which o ur Patriarchate and ou r peo ple in Turkey 
underwent, do t hey no t consti tu te "a just recompense" from God, not 
even sparing before sucb a condi cioo the com plete uprooti ng from the 
Queen o f Ci tics? 

O f course, they who reason without fa i th in terpret the cveors 
diCfereorly . T o us it makes no difference . If "from t he dogma of creatio n 
follows necessarily the dogma of providence, and be v.•ho disbel ieves in 
providence does no t truly believe in God," then i t becomes cJear t ha t 
v,•e arc not a llowed_ co consider the dcvcJopmeot o f h uman a ffairs in any 
other way excep t 1n G od. And much m ore so w heo it concerns the 
Ch urch . 

From 1949, that is from che time ,,.•hen by the g race o f America 
aod Turke~, Athe~agoras ascended chc Ecumenical throne at the expense 
of the tragic M a;,omos, we have experienced only persecut ions and sor­
rows. A:c:er exactly six years, che Greeks of Constantinople along with 
the Patrtarcha te uoderweoc a second , indescribably tragic sacking. Some 
~ay say ; because of the Cyprus issue . Yes, but the Cypru'i issue was 
simply a pretext . Later there fo llowed t he expulsion from Turkey of 
tho usands ~f Greeks. Now we face a d ear threat of the d isestablish ment 
of the P~t~1archate . Tba t is d isaster upon disaster in spite o f all the 
Turk~p~1lt sm of the Patriarch I Aod in spite o f American assis tance. And 
aJ I this 10 ~rd.~r that \-Ve may be persuaded that ,.,,hen G od is angry unto 
nought avail the sons of men ." And in order that the word of rhe 
~ rd may be confirmed which says chat when the salt loses its savor it 
1J rhmc,forth good for notbini , ~11~ I ~ h, Ca J f out and to be trodden 1,nder /1Jot "f 
men . .Already, a fter the hum1hat1ons which it has undergone ( the Patri• 
arch dragged co_ the_ c~urcs, t~c Patriarchate censured by the Tur ks), and 
th~ dangers which JC 1s suffenog, after six teen years of the Patriarcha t­
ship of .Atbeoagoras o ur Patriarchate bas become t o tally unrecognizable, 
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c~nrrovcrsial , uncertain, tested " 'I ch tire, \va vering ben,·een Prorcscan­
u sm, Orthodoxy and Papi sm, v,ich a d1min1shed presuge. It 1s practi­
cally without~ flock, hacclcd by eoem1es, abandoned by "friends," rHied 
by Orthodox Chun.hes, and by us 01ourncJ. Bue ,,·c have forgocccn chc 
Latins They also procest. Not, o( course, be-..ause they arc con<:eroed 
for t he Pacnarcbarc. History cclh us char they have nor lcfr uoexploitcd 
an opportunity ia order to \.vtpc 1c off chc £au: of the earth. The Latins 
fear to lose the Patriarch, cbc greac friend, chc great "unionise," as they 
call him, and t hus lose the many unexpected promi~s. 1o oo Patriarch 
d!d ~hey do che honor to havt a large p0rrrait photogrlph of him in rhe 
\ · aucan , as ,vas done fo r the "most spiritual" J\tbeoagoras, as he ,,·as 
called, noc wichour wages, by the famous Bea. 

Those ,vho look for advtcc co h istory, ,vhich is formed by God 
a nd meo, see only one soluti on co che tragic dead-cod into v. bich the 
Ecumenical T hrone has strayed. The abandoo,og of the so fatal " ccu­
me~ism," and the espousing again of much-be trayed Orthodoxy, by 
whic h Orthodoxy the rhronc of the Apostle Aodre\v ex isted in che midsc 
of iofin icely "vor s~ cimes, t hrough che grace and inv,ociblt procecrioo of 
God. Humao ca lcul a cioos stemming from cow ardice, fainchearredness, 
and unbelief with cbeir inheren t sacrifices of our most di"ine Orthodoxy, 
have been proven co be tragically deluding and deceiving. "God is ooc 
mocked ." If " angels sinning He did not spare," hov, chen will He not 
remove the " caod!escick" of Constantino ple, which is in danger o f being 
e x tingu ished by anti-O rthodox currents? Fot \Vh:u further use is che un­
Jit cand le? For t his reason ,,ve must as a Church face these happenings , 
io faith aod p rayer, io order to percei ve chat v,e primarily are ac fa.lift. 
And, abandoning hopes of salvation from che Papists and Protest,,ncs, 
we m use draw near in repentance to Him ,vho untiJ today has preserved 
in tegral t he .Ark of our ethnorel igious tra<l icions, even our Lord Jesus 
Christ , fo r " He care t h for you." 

H is All-Holjncss Atbeoagoras w<iuld offer _an inest imable service 
co the Church and the Nacioo if, considering his tragic failures, he would 
decide, before it is far coo late, to change his policy and bring back the 
ship o f J esus co chat salvacory course of sail "''here he fouod it, from rhe 
Patriarchs "vho came before him. Or, if he cannot (for whatever reason~), 
Ice h im surrender the helm ro anocher, who th in ks \.vithin the bounds o f 
Orthodox teaching and tradi t ion. And lee us have no more "ecumenical" 
debu ts for their ligh t is so dazzling that the unfo rcunate candlestick 
,vhic h. che Apostle Andre\.., lit is in danger of being puc ou t cocally. 
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le is sad that it bas aot been understood by circles io che Patriar­
chate bow much the prestige of Ort hodoxy has beeo d iminished w ich 
t he patristically inconceivable "ecu1Ilenism" of che Patriarch, and bow 
much che Orthodox- mind of our people has beeo corrupted. Three mil­
lion Orthodox 10 t he Western Hemisphere a re wavering any moment co 
fall inco the arms of che Papists and Procesraocs, inasmuch as chey sec 
their "own bishop" embr.i.ced at various ti mes by heretics, and cmo tioo­
ally sayiog : ''No chiog scp.trates us! The pas t is full of misundcrscaod­
ingsl" And we arc io danger from these confusing declarations about 
Orthodoxy of completely losing o ur fai th . And yet , although the heretics 
ha ve advanced unirnagioably their posi tions within Greek Orthodoxy, 
altho ugh chc holy bones and prec ious reli cs of our hol y Fathers procest , 
altho ugh we verge oo being defini tely divided , although ,,·e have been 
abandoned by all and t here exi sts the danger that even God may desert 
us to the mercy of the Turks, we m indlessly affirm that Orchodoxy "is 
projec ted oo the world scene" io Jerusalem and by the laughable agents 
of At beoagotas io Europe and America ! 

Io the mean t ime the Slavic Orthodox Churches t wice gave a 
splendid lesson of Ort hodox. tbink iog to the Mot her G rea t Church of 
Chr ist . Ooc t ime in the year 1930, oo the Holy Mountain Achos by the 
most w jsc and holy licholas of Ochrid, and once at the Third Meeting 
io Rhodes .1 And still we have not perceived from whence the ecumeoi­
ci t y and prest ige of ew Rome arc endangered I 

Trtmsla1or'1 po.srft1U: Sinu this ar1icl1 wa..r p11blish1J, the Ecununical 
Patriarch ha.s mi/:14# thrt, public s1ar,1,unt.r which clearly indicat, bis helufs and 
for,1b11Jow f11tur, 1v,nt1. First, "We haw th, sam, faith, w, w<1r.rhip th, sanu 
God, uv hold th, .1111111 1hint,s 1,1s 111ered and hot:,. TraditiQn has divid,d us, but 
it i.r n,c.-1s11r:, to find 11,, incmtivt for union" ( Rome, Moy 14, R1ut1rs) . TIN 
11,ond 1rat1mmr: "W, h11111 been 1epaf'at,d for 911 y1ars and now tlH tim, has 
c01n, for 111 Jo b, /01md tog,tM again. T b, Catholics and th, Orthodox do not 
b,Jont, to t wo differmt Clnnchu. hut to t wo branclNs of th, sam, Church" (Mittm, 
Noi, . 2, u,rri,re d, WI S,ra). TIN third is rh, mutual Ji/tint, of the anath,maJ 
of 1054 bttwtm Con..rranriMple and Rqrn, (D,,. 7). 
1. Nicholu of Ocbrid fouBht succ~fully at the Synod held oo Mt . Athos in 19JO against 
the moderoin in.oovations of Parriarch Mcletios ~fecualcis. Ac Rhodes, according t.o par­
ticipa.oa, the Sia.vie Churches unittd to censure tbe Ecumenical Patriarch for attempting ro 
usurp papa.I f)(?wers, t hus rcjcctiog bis. cl~m to s~alc f?r the whole of Orthodoxy. Still 
a.oother splendtd lesson of Orthodox tbtnloog wu g1vc-o 10 1923 ac cbe Pan Orthodox Couo­
ciJ in Cooscanriooplc by the late Metrop. Aoasussy, who courageously aod resolutely Of?" 
posed the in.oovauoos cakulatcd to o •erthrow the uacd cuioos by the &umeaicaJ Pant• 
arc.b ~lelctios IV. 
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ORTHODOXY IN THE 
CONTEMPORARY WORLD 

THE LATEST STEP TO\l. . .\RO "L-~10~" 

The dcv1at1oos from Orchodoxy ol 
t he prescnr Patriarch of Conscancioopk 
have reached a new pc.ik in the rcu:n t 
"ecumenical'· act of ··mutual p:irduo · 
\Vtrh the Pop~ of Rome ( Dec . 7, 1965). 
le is more th.in cimc ro bring up io the 
English-language ()rthodo.-.: press what 
has been long discussed in the Greek and 
Russ ia n prcl-s. Wich chc formal scatemenc 
of Metropolitan Philaret ( reproduced 
above), toge t her ·,vich a similar one made 
by Arch bishop Cbrysostomos of Acheos, 
the voices of prorcsr havcno,v been Joined 
by official dtclaracions. aod these have 
found responsive ears among the ocher 
Eastern Pa triarchs- The Orthodox ,vorld 
is li ning up into ~"o ~amps; if the ne"· 
"union .. with Rome is accomplished, che 
unionists w ill find rbcmsclves in schism, 
cut off fron1 cbe Orchodox Church. 

As regards the Pa triarch of Coostan­
tinople, a fevv basic faces should be kcpc 
in mind. First, he does not aod ca.nnoc 
speak for the ,vhole of the Orthodox 
Church; the presen t cam paign of the 
unionises co make h im the official spokes­
man for all of Orthodoxy has absolu tely 
no fo undation in Orrhodo;c t radition; he 
i s one bishop among manr, enjoying a 
primacy only of honor amoog his fello,v 
patr ia rchs and bishops . 

Second in the Orthodox Church no • 
act or statement possesses validicy mcr<"ly 
because it come5 from a bishop or patri­
arch ; i t can possess validi ty only ii it is 

OrrhoJox. The actual st:uerucncs a.ad 
acuons of Patriarch 4-cbcnagoras disqU.ll­
ify him co spea~ for .,,,_, <Jrchodox 
Church, noc even his O\\'O. !'1nce chev re­
present, not Orthodox~·. buc aposc.isY,•­
a departure frc m Crchodox~· \,\ hich. tf 
pursued further. \\·1U scp:uacc bim en­
circly from chc Church of Christ. 

The propag.aod1s1s for ··union" dis­
dain such facts ; for them, 6<lel1ty co Or­
chodox cradirioo is a ~mall thing. Their 
campaign, rather, is \\·aged on Lhe most 
pnrrucl\·c level, chat of pure publicity -­
empty words and gestures ,vhicb, tbough 
condemned b~ a sounJ Orthodox consci­
ousnc.;s, are capable of exerting :an im­
mcn:sc influence over chose, c\'en within 
t he Church herself, "'1 ho are igoor.LOt of 
Orthodox rradirion 

The act of•· mutual pardon" "·as sucb 
an empty gesture. Possessing no canonic.a.I 
val1d1ty io usclf, v.·hat ic "·as in face "·;is 
merely a stgo to che ,vorld that the"u.n­
ion · · is close a c hao<l; that the Pa crian:h 
of Conscaocinople is pr('pared to abaodoo 
chc Church of Christ co 1oin rhe universal 
pseudo-re-I igious organiia, ioo co,·1s1oocd 

by che Vatican. 
Rachcr thao anger, sorrO"' is perhaps 

t he mosc appropriate rcspon~ co such gcs· 
cures-· sorru-w over the Jack of lo,·c and 
understanding of rhcir O\\'O rradicioo 
chac such gestures reveal in tbe uoioo­
iscs_ Aol•onc ,vho actually b<:lie,·cs chat 
"nothing separates" Roman Catholicism 
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from Orthodoxy, that they arc but "nvo 
branches of the same Church,· · under­
s tands cocbiog ,vh~ tever of genuine Or­
thodoxy. The unionises, apparently, arc 
already Latins at hc.&rt, aad the fiaa] ace 
of union \viii oaly confirm their estrange-

mcoc from the Church of Chrisr. 
Lc:t che unionists, thco. tbe bcrr:iycrs 

of Orthodoxy, become Catholics i( they 
\YiJ I i hue lee chem cease from prctcoding 
to spc:ik for tile Orchodox Church, 
wh ich mo.st emphatically rejec ts chem. 

FIRST DUTCH OltTHODOX BISHOP 

At the Lirurgy on Sunday, Sept. 19, 
1965. in t he Rus.sian Memorial Church 
dc:dicacc:d to Job the Long-suffering io 
Brm ~ ls, the first Dutch Orthodox 
bishop, rbe fornicr Archimaodritc J acob 
(Akkc:rsdikc), ,va~ coo~ccraccd by His 
Em iococe l\•k tropolit.10 Philarct, ro­
gctber with tbc ~•rose Rev. Archbp. An­
thony (of Geneva) and the Right Rev. 
Bp. Narhaniel. The DC\V bishop received 
the title of Biihop of the Hague ~nd ,..,;u 
be Archbp. Anthony'$ vicar for rhe Or­
rhodox Durch pari,hcs. 

The Durch Orthodox Church is as yet 
smalJ, the floclc residing chielly io The 
H~suc and in Anutcrda.m. In The Hague 
they have a ho11$e with a womeo·s con• 
vent. The gtO\-Vtb of the! Dutch t..iiuion 
bAS been Iuaely due ro the efforts of t\\"O 

mco: the ne,v Bishop Jacob, and Hicro­
monk Adrian ( Korporaal). Former)v Dc­
ocdictine monks, they became intc~$ted 
i? Orthodoxy through reading l>atrisdc 
hceraturc, 6.oalJy becoming Orthodox 
themselves. After undergoing tri~ls io 
the jurisdiction of the Mo~cow Patria:r~ 
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diatc , they a$kc:d Archbp. John of West­
ern Euro~ to c«ci vc chem, aod $ince 
that rime che Jvtission has Aour:ishcd ua• 
der the protect ion of the Russ ian Church 
Oucside 0£ Russia. 

The: Divine services of the youog 
Church 2re conducud in Dutch. liiero­
monk Addao - \vho \'-' llS raised to the 
rank of abboc on the: same day•· is pdn• 
cipally respons ible for the t ranslation of 
the uandard Orthodox $Crvjce books iato 
Dutch, Already through his efforts the 
Ortor,ho1 has bc"Cn tr.1nslatcd. wd orher 
transl:arions are io progress. 

Coruidcrable intcresc in Orthodoxy 
has bc:cn a\vakcncd in the Ducch people. 
Alrc-2dy tht! te have ~n numerous con• 
versions from among Romao Cacbolic.s 
who have turued ro Orrhodoxy as a re• 
suit of the current Proccsca.nciucion of 
the Cathol ic Church. Herc and else,vbere 
a broad field of missionary endeavor lic,s 
open before: th is young Church. 

(Information from the Her-4/J of the 
Western ~uropean Diocese, 1965, no. 5-) 
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NEW BOOKS 
p,.a, U .-\ l)IUS· Till: L \ USl,\C HISTO!l y t , rans. 

by lloht' rr T . ~1~rer The Nc\vman 
Pre,s, \\.'c::; uuinstcr, .\1d , 1% $. 265 pp. 

T he 6rst great age of 1nooasri ci~n1 
( the 4rh and }th cet11 urirs) \vas t he back­
ground :tnd spiritu:il fuuu<lat ilJII o ( tbc 
h:-ttl'r kno\'vn live::; an L! " 'ric, ngs o( rhc 
grc.ir F:i.chcr~ Tod2 y it is the irnporcanr 
che-ologians o{ rh.a r ag(' ch:u are ~sr re­
rncrnbcred; bur che or<l io :irr Christi ans 
of tha c <l a}' ,vere n1orc influencc-d bv and , 
hastened more co f 0110 \\1 che g rea t F:it b.­
ers of chc dest rt. 

Egypc es pc<"i~lly, lr·om chc nutnhcr of 
irs monks .lnd hern1 i,s and chc greac 
s1nt t icy of a fc,v of chem ( c. Andiony 
the Grc.tt being t he be:. t kno,,·o), be-came 
the ch ief ccnrcr of che Cbriscian n1002sri c 
Jifr. M.ioy rlccl co the deserts of EgJ'Pt to 
uadcrtakc th is Jife themselves; ochers, 
de\'Ou t but i1ot so firm in tbc:ir resohre , 
travelled there as pi lgrirns to ,,ie,v the 
sites of tbe s11incs' great asccric exploits, 
and co ~cc and ta]k ,vich living ascetics ; 
other), not as (orrunate, had ro be coo• 
tent to read sonic of the man,· Jive$ of 
the desert Fathers. ' 

The Lau1iat Hi11or;;• of Pall:idius bas 
been. througho ut the cen turies, one of 
tbe most popu1.lr accounts of t he life of 
t~c$c- Fathers. Written about 420 by a 
B!shop Pal ladius ro the court cfi3m~ r­
lain wusus (w·hc-occ the name) , it con· 
tain$ noc tbe Jives of saints only, but 
offers rather a general accoun t of rhc 
moaascic and hcrtnitic l ife of tbc: t in1c, 
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a t tc-mprs and failures at Jc.ading the 
Chri~u an ascecic IH~ being recorded side 
b)• s ide \.vi th t he noc,1bfe successc~. Its 
v.i.lue is thus al I the grcacr. r. It i ~ still 
rcganlcJ by hiscoriaos as :in imporranc 
source for chc e.-idy hiscory of moa:is ti­
c ism. Fur Christians it has the very 
pracdcal ~ncrir of g i \' iag val uablc c :<• 
a rraplcs of the Christi.an spiri tual Jife. It 
,vou!d . be :. serio us mis take co regard 
these 11,.·es o f d('sert :is{eci(s as ~ iog rcl­
e,•ant only co on1: age or to one s~ial 
k ind of life. The Orthodox Cbrisc i.an 
,vi ii recognize in chem catbcr tne Chri$• 
t ian spirjtu!!I life icsclf, crystaU izcd, :t$ it 
,vc re. i11 pure forDL In differt!n t form$, it 
tnay be. the Orthodox b~lie .. •er of today 
,vages the ~ame spirin1al battle. and so 
h as n1uch to lcaro Cro m such a book. 
Here. :is in much other earlv Chrisrjan 

• 
Jiter.2ture1 \\'bat bas beco me ooly of hi~-
corjca.l or actiquar i.in incc rcsc ro cbe non­
Orrhodox ret:ii ns its full inrcresc aod 
pracri c.i.J val\le for chc Onhodo.x Chris· 
t iao. 

This new cranslacioo, one of 1 Roman 
Cachotic setic:i of ·· Ancic.ot Chris riao 
\\ rice rs, ' ' makes T l>t [_,i111 ia~ H h tqry 

a\'aLlable to Eagli~h-spcaking readers 
for chc tirsr time io nearlr fifcy rears. 
The Engfish is cle!lr, :ind the introduc­
tion acd note;$ \l nobtrusivc:. 

E. R. 
Th~ IJ4nk. r~r-it u.,•J bfr.' '""J' bi p11n7ha1td 
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A PILGRIM AGE TO 

THE ORTHODOX 

HOLY PLACES OF AMERICA 

A.N l i~TRODUlTION 

D
H£ TRUE CHRISTIA iJ a wa"ior ftgh1int, hiJ wa:, through th, 
':!,iffJUlfs of 1h, 11n11tn ,n,"1:, lo hiJ ho,ncland. O11r ho,n, Jand, accord-
1n1, lo 1b, 11.'0rd of 1h, Apo1tl1, is hea111n .. . The vain MJir,J of this 

world Jr,v, us 11u1ay from our horn,lanJ,· /0111 of lhttn and h11bit doth, our soul as 
if in II h1d1ou1 1,11rr11rn1. Th, Apo11J,1 catl,d ii th, 1x11rnal man. W,, rra11eliit1g 
in tbt 11oya1,1 of thiI life 11nJ ca/lint. on God to help UJ, ought lo h, di11,sli11g 011r­
s1h.,, of ibis bid,~, t,arm,nt and clothing our1el11,s in new d11in, . in a new Jov, 
of th, ag, lo corn,, 11nd lhrrth:, 10 r,c,iw knowledg, of how ,uar or how far we are 
from our b,av,nlJ• hom,lanJ. l 

These words of che reachiog of our heavenly protecto r, Father 
Herman of Alaska, migh t \vell serve as an introduction to our pilgri­
mage . The Christian world-view eloqueocly presented t herein asserts t hat 
meo are temporary visitors travelling through thi s life to our real h ome, 
where we are to reap che fruics of our earthly labors . Thus any revela­
tion of God's direct coocac c with men becomes a place kindred to us. 
Such --leaving historic si tes aside•· arc monasteries, those c1tadels of Ji(e 
and l~bor in Christ, ,vhcrc He in turn endo'-'·s H is servants with spiritual 
cxper~cnce a nd o~o~ t he ir bearrs to higher supemacur:11 kno\\•lcdgc aad 
coosc,ousoess . This 1s ,vhac Father Herma n meant by changing the soul's 
spiri tual garments. 

l. From a lcuer or Father Hcrm:&11, from "New VaJ:aam," dated J une 20, 1810. 
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[n the Orthodox w orld pilgrimages to holy places have been re­
garded as a highly benefic ial type of Christian spiricu,tl labor. To the pil ­
grim mon.tsteries .2rc like oases on a har<l jo urney through the c:xh,Hl!>ttOg 

desert of life. There he \vho ··hungers and tlursts after righteousness .. 
is able to rccei,·e strength enough co ,vith~tand any attacks ,n his 11n1tt,1 

warfar1, and to kindle a ta1th th:ic n10,·c~ mouotaios, walks on ,•,acers, 
and has com rnun,on wllh angels. 

Today 1he podv,g of authentic pilgrimaging is almost extinct . The 
inadequacy of true Christ ia n ,v nnc:)S on ch,~ cont1ncnr h.a.s se\•erc:ly affec­
ted cveo Orthodox Ch ristians. The "varie ties of religious experience:'' 
v..,hich ch is country bas produced are io actuality ··varieties of psychic 
ex per ience" and arc hardly a rc:scimooy of authenti c rcl ig:ousoess; upon 
a c arefu l e>."aminacioo in t he light of the la\vs of che true spiritual life 
and t radi t ion, ooe can immc:diarely de cecc cheir invalidity as Chr istian 
exper ience. O ur cimes ha,·e been righc.ly called "posc-Chrisciao." Surely 
the recen t drastic changes on a ll fron ts undermine Chrisuaoicy's last 
signs o f ltfe. Docs chat, ho,vc vc-r, mean chac 1r11e Christianity is ex t inct? 
There ,vhere ic is persecuted it is onJy strengthened 10 the catacombs 
and is concealed from us. 

In America, w here Orrhodoxy is rela ti vely young, there are never­
thekss some holy places scattered like oases with springs of the I.ivint, 
l,Va1rr . To the m '"'e can hold pilgrimages co s t rengthen our fai ch and 
accumu lacc the experience, badly needed roday1 of the spiri t ual world. 
Due before em barking to t hese shrines of Orthodoxy, '"c muse bear io 
mi nd rbac their greater value lie~ no t as much in " ·hat they are io t hem­
selves, as in \vhac t hey rcpre~nt. Their po tential h igher po,ver depeods 
on t he \',IOrt h o f o ur personal spiritual guest. 

ALASJ.;.A, t he first si ce of Ortbocloxy in Amer ica, fascioa ces the 
20th-ct'ntury pilg rim as a distan t virgin land clad io mist and adorned 
with st ill und iscovered treasures o f divine Orchodoxy. The beautiful and 
picturesque :c t\1i chaers Cathedral in Sitka ( our covc-r) , having symber 
!ized Orthodoxy in Amt'nca for over a hundred years, ,,viii serve as our 
pilgrimage·s preliminary point of dest ination ·· and beyond it nortb­
,vard lic-s the holy island of Father Herman, ,vhichcr \\'c arc bound. 

S{TKA, che si re of Mecropolican Innocent's apostolic endeavours, 
t reasures t he famous Kazan "~1adonna of Alaska" and mao~• objeccs re• 
laced t o ics great apost le. The cornerstone: of c. l\.fichacl's , •.:as laid io 
1844, and t he Cathedral \Vas dedicated in 1848. Early this rear it was 
destroyed by fire , and funds arc no,v being collected to build it anc:,v. 

Next issu,: A Pilt,ri,""ll Jo Holy Trinity Alona11ery ntar Jqrdara·illt , N. Y. 
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