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IN DEFENCE OF 
HOLY ORTHODOXY 

Pochacv Monastery, co which tlus is6uc of The Orthodox Wo_rd 
is pri1narily devoted , has become a. model for rhe dc£:cnd.crs of Holy 

Orthodox y. A~ chc1r brocher6 tbrc:c centuries ago 6tood furo against 
Catholic and Procescant pcrse<.utorb, 60 cbe Po,haev monks today srand 

6r1n against the God-hating Communists. Their ~1cuano.o, even if o.ot 
always 10 so a<.utc a forrn, 16 the sicuauon of every Orthodox Chrisnan . 

Never ba.s ch.e Church of Christ be.e.n so encompassed by eoe·mie.s 
as today : in Eastern Europe, subject ro rhe Comm.uo1st yoke ,vhose 

aun 1s cbc l1qu1dat.100 of the Church, 10 rbe free world, eooced by the 
fal s, promises of C(.umeo1sm, holdtng out. co unwary Orcbod.ox the 

bait of a new "Union ." This 1s truly rhe darkest h.ou.r 10 rhe 
history of the Orcbodox Church. 

Bue there 1s no cause for despair. Tb.e Church of Chrtsc 
caonoc be liqu1dared, for the gat tJ of hell 1/Jalt 1101 preta..iJ dt,atnst -it 

(Sr. Matthew 16: 18) , and 1f cbcrc arc false p.istors and misled flocks 
who are prepared co renounce or change cbe un:chaog1ng Truth a;od 

rrad1tloo of Holy Orthodoxy 10 order to be absorbed 1oto tbc 
approaching cc.u1neoh1 "Union, '' cbc:re will yet be: a fa, ebful remnant 

who will v1111oess Orthodox Truth even co m.arryr.iom . 

In a ,vorld which, 10 its fear and f.iu:tr-heari:edocss, can spe~ 
only of .. peace, .. Orthodox Cbrisnans ate called upon to he "'-a«Jo.rs. 

as were the great Pocbaev 1russ1ooaries of the pnnte-d .ai!d spoken. 
Orthodox \vord: Sc. Job 10 chc 17th ceorury,, and Ardbbrsh.<Jp 

V1ta ly in cbc 20th. They ba.vc ~ct a.l! ~ampJ.e for us: 
10 defence. of Holy Orrhodo~>~~ .not ro w,1¥~ of com,pc0tnlse. 

but fearlessly t:'O spe.a.:k d.re cr,uth. 



'T be R .wi.an Monk" '. Pot.hJ1:•. 191) 

V,rw of M,~1n1 Porhn~v that gretts the opf tQocl:ing pilgri111. 

No one has been ,nore chsely assoc;ated ,,,i, h the exiJtcnce and missh,,, of ('ochilev 

/'vfonaJrery• than izr first abbot, Sr. j ob, who pleased God by his ri1,b1eo11s life 

and intercedes roday before God for t he fairhf11t i i! Pochaev a;r well aJ 

for those scat ffred through1111t the world, 

The Lift of St. Job presented here for the first riv ,c t'11 En·gli,h is co11densed front 

the Pochaev-VoJhynian Pa ccricon (Moscow, 1888), a t horough Jtu& llf the history 

qf Poch.wu ,md the holy men associated with its gl&riou .r past . . 

T ht n111JJbered sea ions correJpond t o those in the orig;nal. 

SAINT JOB, 
ABBOT OF POCHAEV 

By Archpricst A. T . HOINA'IZKY 

ll
HEN THE MONGOL hordes invaded K iev in t he 13th century 
and des troyed the famous Monastery of the Caves, some of the 
monks who escaped settled in a wild, nearly uninhabi ted ate a of 

soudi wescero Russ ia near Poland ; thus was Pochaev Mooascery founded. 
Si tua ted on a moun tain dotted with rocky caves, Pochae'v was especially 
suited co th.c strict hermitic life which its first inhabitants led in d.irect 
continuation of the l(iev-Caves mon.astic tr.aditioo. L ittle: is knov.n be­
yond the bare fact of t he exisceocc of such hermits; tb is is qui te natura l, 
since they would rarely have had occasion to enter into contact with 
the few inhabi tan ts of che region, and they could lead thei r secluded as­
cetic life as they wished, quite und iscubed. The only event in t he e.arly 
h istory of Pochaev chat has been pcescrved in t radition is the 14th-cen­
tury appearance of the Mot her of God in a pillar of fire. 1 It was, how­
ever, already at th.is early time that the Pochacv monks ere<1 ted .at the 
foot of the moun tain a wooden church io honor of the Dormi tion of 
the Mocher of God. 

The actually dt>cumc:nted his tory of Pochac:v Monastery, however, 
begins in t he second half of roe 16t h (encury with the donation of ch e 
wondc:rworking icon which was t6 take its name from -rbe monastc:ry,1 
and w~th chc arrival of a monk who was to begin an entirely new page 
in the his tory of the monastery: St . Job of Pochacv, ,vhosc holy life and 
deeds illuminated the whole of southern Russia, and indeed the whole 
of the OrthodoX' world . 
I. Oucutsed btlow in ,he anitle, on the icon ol the Pocbaev M oth,~ ol God. 
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John Zhelczo (the surname transJaces "Iron") was born io about 
che year 1551 in the region of Pokutya, in souchwescero Galicia, in au 
area chen bcloogiog to Poland . Fl,~ parents, John and Agaf,a, were ap­
parently of the oobilit}, and raised their son 1n a Christian rnaoner. 
When sulJ a child he showed an inclination for a solitary religious life, 
and at chc: ilge of reo he left home and eoc<rcd che neighboring Ugoroi­
tsky l\1011,11,rery, where JP c~o yC'ars he was censured as a !nook and 
received the name of Job Upon reaching ,naturicr, probably ac the 11gc 
of thirty, he was ordained a. hu:rumonk and ooc Jong after tbac, because 
of hJs p1ou& and virtuous lite and his burning :reitl co praise God, he re­
ceived the schema, aad cogerher \Vtch ic received back his original name 
of John !_ dftcr St. John cbe Forerunner and Bapt,sr ), by \vhich be was 
known co che time of his death 

Word of St Job's holy life and deeds began co spread throughout 
Poland and L1ctle Russia, so much so thac manv even of the great lords 
began to <.omc tu h1n1 for ~piritual help. He especiallv accracred the at· 
tendon of the well-known defencer ol Orthodoxy in \ 0Jbyr11a, Prince 
Conscaorine Conscancinovich Oscrozhsky, who, considering care for the 
good scace of the monasteries Jocared in his f'O sessions co re ore of che 
best means of defending che Orrhodox faich, appealed co the abbot o( 
Ugorn1tsky Monastery co ~cod h m St. Job ro give the example of a life 
pleasing co God for the 1mprovemeoc of the monks of h,s Dubensky Holy 
Cross Monastery. The abbot finally gave his pero11ss100, and ~vith 
sorrow St. Job lefc che monastery ,r: which l:e had been spiritually l:orn, 
and entered the Oubensky Mooasrc:ry. In a shore time he \>\as elected 
abbot of che n1onascery and served in chis office for the bc:ccer pare of the 
Jase c,vo decades of rhe 16tb and the firs t years of the 17th cenrury. 

This )Vas a t ime of severe trials for the Orthodox Church, and es­
pecially in this southwestern parr of Russia. Ir ,..,as the rime of the 
Union of Brest ( 1596) ,vhen all Orthodox residing in che lands of the 
Polish Kiog Sigism und III were deprived of their rights aud a campaign 
of persecution was undertaken by che Jesui ts to force chem 10 co sul:mis­
sion co the Ch urch of Rome. A majority of che Orthodox hierarchs in 
rhe region became apost a tes co Uniacism, but St. J ob, together w ith 
many monks, priests, and laymen, became a warrior for the true Ortho­
dox fa i th . Protected from the J esui t pcrsecu cjon by Prince Ostrozhsky, 

80 

•!,. 

.fte110J,D, 
rrue sowe~ 
weNT COT 

TO JOW, 



THE ORTHODOX WORD 

Sc. J ob turned h is acteot.ion to the dissemination of Orthodox books, 
,v.hich were one of the chief means by which Orthodoxy defended itself 
against Uniacism. For chis purpose Sc.Job gathered aoouc b1m·sel f a nu­
mei:ous brotherhood, which occupied itself with the study and transla­
tion of the writings of cb.e Fathers. The best books we.re copied out and 
distrib.uted ro Orthodox believers. It was at thi$ time also chat Pdnce 
Ostrozhsky was responiible for the publication of the first printed Sia· 
vonfc Bibl.e -- the famous Bjbfe of Ost.rog of 1581 . The second edition 
(1588) of this Bible, and possibly also rhe first, was printed ,vith r.he 
blessing and participation of St. Job. 

The honor and pr;1ise wh.1ch Sr. J ob deservedly enjoyed among his 
Orcbodox contemporaries weighed heavily upon him. Wirh true Chris­
tian humd1ty he de;ired hts deeds ro be seen and glorified, no't by men, 
but only by God . Too, the acdons of Prince Os1rozbsky, who bad begun 
to use quesu onable means borrowed from Carho!ic:;s and Prorestants in 
his defence of Orthodoxy, doubtless did not please the Saint. So it was 
char Sr. Job, finding a favorable time, quietly .kfc the Dubensky Monas­
tery ( somewhere between 1600 .and 1604) and retired co Poch.aev. 

u 
When Sr. J ob arrived at Pochaev, he found it co be quite different 

from what he had expected. lo the course of the m.ore than three centu­
ries of ics existence, rhe monastic life ar Pocbaev b.ad always been strict~ 
ly hermitic; monks there h.ad preferred co work our their salva~ion in 
mountain caves, leaving them only for prayer in the small church of the 
Do.rmitlon of the Moch.er of God, located at the b:otiom of the moun­
tain . In chis way, doubtless, Sr. Job too had thought to wock Ollt his 
,alv.ation, being himself ·espcc1.ally in:elined .co the hermicic life. :But 
Divine Providence judged oth.etw1se. 

In 1597 che owner of the laod oo which Pochaev was located, the 
widow Aru:ra. Goisla:,,a , ga,c a v..oudcrwo(k1og icon .of the Moc:hec of 
Gud to the monasterv, and in o.rder co expre,ss her devorion and secure 
a worthy habitation for it, she donated much propc:rey ro rh.e monas­
ttty , and also requi,ed· r.he monastery .lo become coenobicic. 

Sc. Job, having left Dubeosky MonasterJ secretly, bad no incen­
don of revealing his:idc:nt;ry in Pochaev, bu.t the mo.nks soon. sensed his 
spirl.tual powerand with ono ,accord ·electe.d hi mahbot. In all likelihood 
he ·was tho fjrst abbot of r·he monaste.ry afrc1· ic b«amo coenobitic. 
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The state of Orthodox: believers ,n ' ' olhynut became progrossive1y 
,vorse during St. Job's 6rst years at Pocbacv. Orthodox chu.rc.hc:s \\'Crc 

tu.rned by the La.tins 1nt0 caverns or entirely destroyed; many tmporraoi­
oobles became aposraces and some actively aided the pct'sccucion, and in 
1612 rhe last Orthodox bis-hop of Vo lhvn1a died, leaving OrrhodOl'. 
believers at a loss where ro turn for rhc ~rd1nar100 of tbcir praesrs. 

Pochacv Itself, nonetheless, remained Orthodox and under St. 
Job's dirccu oo attracted many monks as ,veil as dte general incc.rest of 
Orthodox believers living in the area. Thanks co rhe donations of many 
who were attrac.red by Sr. Job's holy life, rile monastery al:!io uodcr\ven t 
some material improvements. Noc the lc.-asr o f these was the erccuon of 
a oew scone church in place of the former wooden church ded1cared co 
the Dorm1t1 on of rhe Mother of God . The l:1.tter ,vas now foun.d ro. be 
coo small, especially 10 view of the many devou r people. who began ro 
c.om·e EO venerate the ,vonderV1•ork1ng image of rhc Pochaev .t-1otber of 
God. A pious family paid for the ereccio.n of a new church located a 
lite.le above the church of t he Dorminon, so char the rock with rhe mi­
raculous Footprint l:ecame a part of rbe church 1t~elf, even as today ic 
is co be found UJ$Jde th e great Monastery Carhcdrnl of the Dormicion. 

Wirh the deat.h of Anna Go,skaya, rhe monastery e,ocered upon a 
parci.cularly difficult period of its hi~tory The new o.wner of the land, 
Goiskaya's nephew Andrew F1rlcy, was a Lutheran who held a particu­
lar hatred for Orthodoxy. ln bis attempt to destroy Po-<:haev Mooastc{y 
he made use of various: forms of barrassment and persecution, and finally 
forbade cbe monks co drrnk from the wells on his property. As there 
were no v.-:clls o·n the monastery grounds proper., Poehaev was by this 
ace threatened with speedy exttocuo.n. Io his discr.ess. over rhis Sr. Job 
turned in prayer co the Mose Holy t.iother of God, Who had alrea~y 
revealed such mercies through Her wonderworking icon; and then, 10 
hope of aid from above, be ord;:cced a well to be du;g in the cliff upon 
which the monastery stood, The Lord crowned che labor of th.e monks 
wich success; water was soon struck, and it has supplied che monas·cery 
up to the p(Cscnr day . 

III 

A p.rincing ,Yorks is known .co have c:iiscc:d at Pochae:v Monastery 
quite, early and. ta ha,,e been. licorrsed. by, che Polish Icings ~'C> p.rittt boa.ks 
in Slavonic, Latin, a.o.d Polish,, Tradition ascr·ibes ir.s esca)>J1s:hrne·ot to the 
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fou11der of the .:cenobitic ,non.asrery at Pochaev, Anna Goiskaya; when 
St. Job came i.t was already in a flourishing state and offered him the 
opportunity of continuing on a wider scale tbe work ~e had begun ~t 
Dubc.n·sky Monastery. With the griidual d osing of printing works 10 
that area under pre.ssurc of the Laun persecution, the Pochaev ~orks 
was left the only source for the printing of esse11tial Orthodox licera­
rure in southwestern Ru.ssia; the support it gave to Orthodox churches 
in that ume of trials can well be imagined . 

As for St. Job's own writings, they ,vere such as were called.forth 
by bis posjcion as an abbot and a defender of the Orthodox faith . T_hey 
consist mainly of notes a.ad sermons for various feasts and other occasions 
of t)Ic Church year, commentaries on Gospel passages, and defences of 
Orthodoxy against ics enemies, includi.ng a treatise against the Socioit1ian 
sect which w.Ls spreadi.ng rap.idly in southwestern Russia at that ti.me. 
These writings were ia the full tradition of the Fathers of the Church. 
Ci t,ations from St. Joh.a of the Ladder oc~upy a p.1rcicularly prominent 
place io his writings, and amoog ·the ocher Fathers he cited are S.t. Basil 
the Great, St. John Chrysos.rom, Sr. John Damascene, and Sc. Theodore 
the Stu.dice. 

In addition to his work at the monastery, Sc. Job, as an impor­
c..nt memi)er. of the Orthodox clergy, was called upon to take part in 
impo1tant Church afi'.Lirs out-side the· monastery. In 1628 a couo.cil of the 
Orthodox bishops (newly appointed by the Pai:riatlh 0£ Jerusalem), .ar­
chimaoddtes, aud abbots of western .Russia was held in Kiev. St. Job 
was present and signed the document that was the.n i'ssued, a decl.aracion 
of loyalty co the Orthc;doJJr faith; the x:eoowned M.etrop.olitao Peter 
MogiJa, at that time arch,manddtc .at the Kiev-Cave:. Monastery, also 
cook part in the council. 

No less remarkable than his external activity was St. Job's inter• 
nal life which, again, was in full accord v,ith the Octb.odox spiritual 
tradition. ''Io the day-i;ime, " as his fi1·sc biographer, his disciple Dosi· 
fei, relates, "his whole time '"as occupied in working with his hands: 
planting ~recs, workin.g in the gardens, ·making dams." 

The whole night was devoted by the Saint to. the J:.ord alone. St. 
Job loved especially to withdraw for ch.is purpose to the solitude of .L 
stone cave on Pochaev Mountain. It is the very cave which is preserved 
even now at Pochaev Monastery, being Jo'-a.ted in the so-c·alJed cave 
church clcdiG:.Lted to St. Job, uod:e.r the large gallery which lea.ds t.o the 
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Cat hedral of the Dor mi cioo. The cave is di fficult of a,ccess, a nd once 
inside chece is rooill for no more than seven people to stand ac ooe ciroe 
--and chat not comfor tably; an.cl rhere is no place w·ha.ceve.r for o-ne co 
sit or l ie down pro,perly, chc floor of the cave 1'e1ng ex tremely rough 
and uneven. The rock 10 the cave 1s .all of one sort: firm s.anJ.;con.e, the 
same from which the ,vhole of Pochaev h1ount.a1n 1s made. 

Surrounded oo all sides by forest and thus hidden from hu.man 
eyes, St. Job's ca, e offered the surest refuge for a lover of silence. "A.ad 
if chis stone cave had had a coog.ue," writes Doi,i(ei, "1c ,vould have 
informed us completely as to how he, ;hut up in ic sometimes for three 
days and sometimes for a whole week, and nourished only by rears flow­
ing from a pure ilea.rt , prayed for the ,.,efJ-being of r.he world Jyj.ag in 
evil." Once, when Sc Job was praying chus , an ex1raordin.ary lig:b t 
suddenly illumined his cave aod for ' 'morC' cha.a C\VO hours " sh one our 
from its depths onto the church "hich fay opposi te. "And l ," says 
Dosifei , "seeing this fell on the ground 10 great awe, oveccome by such 
a strange v1s1on. .. 

In the meantime, fro m " such y,•eakcoing o( the flesh, " ac.d espe­
cially from incense I oog periods of standing, the feet of the Sain't began 
to wear away, so cbat the flesh fell a,vay 10 pieces from b is booes­
"concerning which," as Dosifci says, · ' there is even co cbe present day 
the testimony of his precious incorrur cible rel ics, \\h1ch he !o che 
shrine." Of the same thing there is the tesrimony oo,v also of che pious 
monks of Pochaev, who ,vere dcsttoed to see d:ie body of St. Job when 
his relics were transferred from one shrine to another. 

ln h is relations with others Sc. Job was eJCtraord ioarily humble, 
obedient, kind, compassionate, ful l of bro therly love, and silcnc re .such 
a degree, that, according co Dosifci, it was d1fficuJc ever r.o hear .anycb.ing· 
from him "unless it be chis prayer, ,vhich a,companied his every deed 
and movem:eo.t, like a stream: l.ArdfesusChrist, haJMme.rcy " '11111. '' Once at 
night while he was passrng through the monastery barn, St. Job surprised 
someone stealrng whc.Lt, "and he so came upon hi!ll u.n.awa.rcs that the 
thief was unable co rake so much a.s a step a,v:ay from the sack full of 
wheat.' · In fear the chief fell at the feet of the Saint, begging: him not 
·to reJl aoyoo.e of this.; "for that man," remarks Dosifei, "was well­
koown among th.e neighboring folk and for this reason greatly feared 
lest h.is reputation be damaged by such an evil deed." But " the starers 
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being merciful and \Vithout ill-will, .. oot only did not reproach the thief 
by a single word, but cvco helped him to I ift the scolen sack, instructing 
him only '"by his humble ,vords" uot to repeat the action in future, 
" and, leading ltim up to mictdfulness of the commandments of God and 
the just judgctnenc at which ooe will have to give an account of every­
cbjng to the Lord, .. he let him go. 

St. Job 's remarkable life and acuvny at Pochaev inspired the 
praise and veneration of many of bis contemporaries. Not a few gave 
themselves over to his experienced spiritual direction and made him their 
spiritual father; oihers turned to him for help in difficult circumstances 
and received aid aod comfort from him. 

It was in. such . • vays char Sc. Job labored at Pochaev until 1649. 
Having reached in that year che advanced age of 98, he began to concern 
h imself ,vith the choice of a. successor as abbot of Pocbaev. The choice 
was of critical importance. lo the fifty-three years since the Union of 
Brest, d:ie efforts of the Jesuits had succeeded io liquidating almost all 
the old Orthodox monasteries and churches in Volhyoia and forcing 
m.u:ly of the oldest Russian families into the Uniate Church; only a few 
steps remained before they could g:iin control of Pochaev itself, which 
stood as the last bulwark of the Orthodox Church in Volbyoia. While 
St. Job was alive he kept a careful watch oo the wiles of the enemies of 
Onhodo.xy, and his inlluence over hjs con temporaries was such chat rhe 
Latins were unable so much as to attempt to take bis monastery. But 
now the Saint w:is at the end of his days, and he could not but have seen 
the dark clouds that threatened the monastery; like Sc. Theodosius of 
t b.e Kiev-Caves Monastery l:cfore him, he wished himself co appoint a 
worthy successor. This he did in the person of H·icromonk Samuel Do­
bryansky. The obedient brethren received this choice with love, and at 
the request of their beloved abbot placed their signatures to a document 
pr.omising obedience to his successor. St. Job, however, cl.id n0t cease t·O 
be called abbot afrer this, and be continued to take soroe part in the 
direcci00 of the monastery until his very death. 

On the 21st of October, 1651, it was revealed to St. Job from 
above tha:t he would die in seven days. " And thus," according c·o Do­
si£d~ " he pronounced the day and the boor of his .departnre a week in 
arlvanee·•; "and so it happened," as the s·ame writer notes. 
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On the 28th of October, 1651, St. Job himself served the Divine 
Liturgy and ~tits conclusion, having given a last embrace co the griev­
ing brethren, .. at ch.c very hour \vhich he had prophesied, " wi thou c 
any il)ncss whatever, " he peacefully passed from this most transirocy 
life to eternal blessedness." He ·was just over one hundred years old at 
the time of his death. 

Io tears the brethren washed the body, "v;,i chered from fasting 
and labors, .. of their fa ther and, reacher, .and having cclebt·ated the funeral 
over it according to the rite of ~he Holy Orthod.ox Church, gave irrever­
ently over ro the earth, "according co the custom," i n the six.thye.ir of c.he 
reign of the Ernperor of All Russia Aiexei Michailovkh . 
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IV 

For seven years after its burial the body of Sc. Job lay in the 
earth. During this time there quire often appeared above the grave an 
enraordioary light "vhich amazed many, Finally in the eighth y<:ar 
afterwards ( 1659) , St. Job himself appeared in a vision during sleep to 
t he Metropolitan of Kiev, Dionisy Balaban, with this message: ··1 inform. 
Your E=neocc that God wishes you ro uncover my bones." After a 
shore time the vision was repeated; but it was only when it appeared for 
rhe third time and would allow him no rest that rhc wise and prudent 
Mectopolicao ar .last paid serious actencion co it, realizing it to be no 
ordinary dream, but a sign of God's will. That very morning, together 
with his whole clergy, he left for Pochaev. 

Here he conducted an inquiry into the life of the Saint, "aod 
learning of his good deeds, pleasing to God," be immediately ordered 
che grave opened, and in it were found che holy relics of the Saint, 
"without the least corruptroo, as if buried rl>at very tour, and .filled 
with ar: inconceivable fragrance." The Metropolitan cook rhe incorropt 
remains of the Saint and, "amid~r a large gathering of people, with ap­
propriate honor transferred them to d: e large Church of the Lifegiviog 
Trinity ,., and here, in accordance with Orthodox custom, placed them 
near the en.trance of the church on the 28th day of August, 1659. 

There, as Dosifei testifies, ··a great multitude of people possessed 
of various afflictions received bealivg"'; for sin,e St. Job "v..h.ile yet in 
cbe body was fiJJed with every virtue, so roo after his death he did not 
cease co shed his beneficence upon those V\,ho came to him wirh faith. ·· 

Ao especially remarkable miracle cc.curred in t.he same year of 
1659, in the person of the v.ery Dosifei who "'rote rte life of the Saint, 
being rhen already abbot of Pochaev. Se,veral da.ys after che uncovering 
of rhe relics, Dosifei became iJJ as a result of severe abcesses on the skin., 
so that finally the doctors gave up hope for his rcco.very. At this same 
time thec:e had come as a pilgrim co Pochaev one of the beoefaccors of 
the monastery, the Lady Domashcvskaya, who was spending the night 
roge-ther with a maidservant in a special eel) reserved for her. So<ld'enly 
at .mi'dnight she w.as astonished to he.ar the sound of singing from the 
church, aod to s.ee an extr.aordinary light shining in the windows, 
Thin'Jdng cha.t t-he monks might be celebra,ting the A11-11ight Vigil Ser­
vice, she sent her servant Anoa to find out wha.c was happening. The 
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latter found the church doors open, and whco she entered the church 
saw t he same excraord1nary light and in 1c:1 mid~t Sr. Job standing at 
prayer wich "cwo fai r youths dre.ssed in radiant vescmeors." Anna 
stop ped in fear and stood mocrooless. Then the Saine rurned to her and 
said : "Do no t fear, mar den, but go ao<l call to me t be al:l:oc of t he 
monastery." .. He is on b is deat h-bed, .. replied Anna. The Saint gave 
her a s ilk kerchief ~oakcd 10 holv oil and bade her take i t co th<: sick 
man. An na went co the door of Do~1fe1\ tell aod began co call him JO 
the nam;: of che new ly- appeared Saint; and D osifei, after bcJog persuaded 
that it was oo c all a dream, allowed the door to be opened , took che 
kerchief, and afcer rubbing h is. body with i t became suddenly comple, ely 
well, rose from his bed, and wear co <..hui:<..:1 T here the heavenly V'lSion 
had a lready ceased, and t he cccles1arch wa5 ualock1ng the d.oors for the. 
All-nighc \ ' ig1l. The latter , having seen no thlng of the vision, ,vas :is­
ton1 sh ed co sec the abbot h urrying co church and tO hear rum Cl.1'l111n : 
'"Dur belove.d Fat her J oh, \vhd e \Ve Wtte all s'1eep1ng, prayed '<' ich an­
gels for my salvation co che Mose Holy Mother of G od, and hy chc ker­
chief soaked with h q ly oil \Vh1ch he senc tu me I ha.e been compleceJy 
he.aled . ' ' And no sooner had the ecclesiarth opened the do·ori; than Do­
sife i fell co tbe ground before the shrine of the bless-eel Job, and givio.g 
thanks to G od for such miracles worked by the Saint, began imm.edia.tely 
to celebrate the All-nig1t Vigil, to the general astonishmeo.r of all who 
bad known of his illness. 

lo the years chat followed t here \verc: other tni'.raculo11s h.e:tl.i.Dgs 
worked in the presence of the relics of St. Job, rhrough his p"ray:e:rs, 
There ~vere othe.r k inds of miracles. coo. In 1711 th.ere came to Po:clt2e'\" 
a c·ertain Lord Kaminsky with rwo brothers, ""·ho as.ked. the -ahbCJt rn 
allo\.,,. them to pray i n the church. Ooc: brocbe·r, V'Ja.di:sJav, seeitt.g tire 
incorrupt relics of St. Job, donbted the1r sanctity and se~tetly reprOa@.ed 
the monks. for, a.s. he supposed, using the relics to dec.eive men and Jtm.ass 
a fortune . Then, ha.v.ing arcended Divine service, th~ brothers returned 
home. That same night Kaminsky was sudd.cnly a:wa.kened by the ¢:Jttr'll­
ordioary cry of Vladislavz ''From now on 1 will not!" In a.m2z.emcnt:he 
awakened his bro(her and .as.ked hilll why he was ctying thus.,, "Anddn 
you ooc see," replic:~ Vla.disJav, · 'this t:el"riblc qld Dllltl chMt:ening .me 
with his finger, wcarning me not cod.are speak blasphi:m.o.usly about tlte 
saio~ of God? Save me from. ·cbe hand. of J3l~s:s.e'd Job Zhd.eza!" The.ne.u 
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day all th.rec brothers went again to Pochaev aa,d here, praying fervencly 
before the shrine of the Saint for forgiveness of thei r sins, testified of this 
happening under oath in the presence of the abbot. 

In this way for more than half a century after his relics were un­
covered, St. Job did not cease co reveal a grace-giving power that testi­
fied to his sanctity, for the good of Orthodoxy. Then, iu 1720, Pochaev 
Monastery together with its Orthodox holy objects -- the wonderwork­
ing icon, the Footprint of the Mocher of God, and the relics of St. Job-­
passed into the hands of the Uniates. The "Basilians" -- as the Uoiate 
monks were called-- took care of che holy icon \\'ithout any difficulty, 
since it was then the Catholic custom to appropriate Orthodox icons 
for their own use. Bue what could they do \'llith the relics of St. Jobr 
The perplexity of the Uoiaces was increased by the decision of a Uniate 
council in 1720 co allow the veneration only of a few of the earliest 
Russian saints. What is more, Blessed Job died "ia schism," a defender 
of Orthodoxy. Couscque.ntly the Basilians, as soon as they had taken 
possessio~ of the ~onascery, covered the relics of St. Job and placed 
them behind a grating; they no longer honored his memory or lit candles 
befor~ bis relics. Nonetheless, cbe miracles of the Saint did oot stop. 
In. spice of all the effort.s of the Latins, St. Job continued to reveal his 
glory and co make known his intercession for the faithful. 

The Uoiates themselves ended by according him their venerati on. 
I~ is k~own, for example, that they acknowledged the incorruption of 
his relics, and that eventually they allowed people to come to venerate 
them; they even went so far as co hold prayer-s.e·rvices, on request, be­
fore h1~. relic$, . and to_ Jigh t candles 1:efore them as before a legitimate 
h_oly obiect. F111ally, 10 r~e second half of the 18th century, they peci­
t1oaed the Pope to canonize St. Job, and even compos.ed hymns in his 
honor and made prep.arations to print an icon ofhi·m. The matte.r, how­
evci:, w.as se't aside i:n Rome, apparently because the Pope found out 
abou t Sc. Job's activity against Uniacism and Catholicism. 

v 
The Uniat:es kept possess.ion of Pochaev Monastery for over a cen­

tury ( 1720-1831). It w_~ during this time tha;t the present mo.nastery 
Cath.edral of the Dorm,tton wa.s built, and also the ca·ve ch.urchin w.hic-h 
St. Job's cave has been so skiJlfuHy incorporated. It was then, too, in 
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all likelihood, that the incorrupt remains of St Job were transferred to 
chis church and placed under t he canopy 0£ a natural rock form.ation, 
where they repose even today. le was, in any ca,se, in such condi rion 
tha.c the monastery was found when, 1n October, 1831, by order of His. 
1'1ajescy the Emperor Nie.bolas I, che Ba~iliaos were banished from Po­
chaev and the m-:,nastery, t .:>g.:ther wrch the 1ocorrupt relics .of St. Joh, 
\vas re turned co the care of the Orthodox Chu.rch. 

Ac che same time the Hol y Synod :1:-egan an investigation in view 
of the possible canon1zacion of Sc. Job; acd the Saint himself did not 
fail co attend co the prest rvacion of his o~·.n memory, beginning anew 
to reveal his grace-giving power by special signs, i.o pat'ticular by mrra­
culous heal ings. Permission was soon given by the Holy Synod co es­
tablish a special feas t rn honor of Sc. Job, and rhe dace chosen for this 
was August 28, the date in 1659 when bis relics v.-ere uncovered. This 
news was reccjved with joy alike by the clergy aod the faid1ful of the 
diocese of Volh ynia; soon icons of him. abounded in che area and. prayer­
services ~,ere teiag sung to him .. A sccocd solemn uncovering of the 
relics was held on August 27-28, 1833. On the eve the All-night Vlgil 
Service with the blessing of bread ?.'as celel-r.ared at the 'Shrine of rbe 
Saint, anJ on the following day, after the D1v1ne Liturgy and a prayer­
service co Sc. Job, ere relics V'.·ere uncovered by the Archbishop of Vol­
hyoia and exposed co the "eoeracjon of the faid:ful. There fo1Jo..,..·ed a 
solemn processic a with the relics and the ~onc!erworkiog icon of the 
Mother of God. From this time forch St. Job heg.in to be ven.er,.a.ted by 
the Orthodox peop'e a.s a sa:inc, and his fe11.st ceJebra.ced with spe~l 
solemnity ia the cave:. church refore his shrine. Io 1856 this part of c:b:c: 
cave church (previously dedicated to St~ Barb.ara) was made into a .eha.~ 
pel dedicated to Sc. Job, ar.d in 1861 che whole church was enla-r&ed an:d 
dedicated anew t.Q him. 

Pqchae11 Mo11<1s.tery, t4i:e1b,r wtth 1')r how o/tjfth, h.as 
m11inr11i'fl~A a: pretttt-i o11J txi:.tlmte 11f1 I'd. th, ,rumtJA,. 
The printing U!Qtk of th, Btotl,abqoJ of SI'. Joi, oa tli,; 
other band, ir one~ mJJr.1 j/-4t1.riJhing- lmt '1QW tJld:rill 
of R.111ri.11., 1'tJ the t11idt1 of tbt Orlhlll.iut ft,it/J[tl.l ~ 
Jentilllb disper11rl ta all (O'flftr.r of till 1.11r.JIJ. ~ -
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after the Rrt.sian Revolution by Archi111a11drite Vital;Y 
( Maxi111enko) sn Czechoslovakia (see p. 100), the printing 
shop was larer 111oved to Jorda,u•ille, N. Y., and it is to· 
day the prnvary sorirce of Orthodox book1 tn Ru.rsian and 
Slavonic, with some also in English. Two of Archi?nan· 
drite V,t:aly 's students labored in post-111ar Europe. In 
Mi111ich, Archi111a11drtte ]cb ( Leontiev, d. 1959) printed 111a­
ter1al 111 R1111ia11 and Gern,an in a new St. Job Mona.rtery 
which beca1ne the cettter of tho f lot1rishi11g German mission. 
Arcb11na11dr,te Vrtaly ( Usttnov) began a printing shop i,~ 
Lo,idon, u hich later 111oved with hi1n to Holy Trinity Monas· 
Jery in Sao Paulo, Brazrl,then to Northville, Alta., Canada, 
where he establ11hed the Monastery of the Dorn1ttion, and ft· 
11ally to Montreal, 111/iere he is now Arcl,bishop, and to Man­
son ville, Quebec, where he established the Holy Transfigttra· 
tion Mona1rcry. The brot hers have prodr1ced a 1111111ber of 
Orthodox book! in R1ustLJ11. In San Francisco the publication 
of The Orthodox Word wa1 in.rpired by the example of 
the St- Job Brotherhood. 

TROP.ARION TO ST. JOB, TONE 4 

Acquiring the patience of our long-suffering ancestor Job, 
Rivalling by thy continence the Baptjst, 

And partaking of rhe Divine fervor of both, 
Thou wast enabled worthily to receive their names. 

Thou wast a fearless preacher of the true Faith, 
Th.us bringing a multitude o.f monks to Christ 

And s trengthening the whole people in Orthodoxy. 
O Saint Job our father, 

Pray chat ou.r souls may be saved. 
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THE MIRACUWUS ICONS 
OF THE MOTHER. OF GOD 

THE POCHAEV 
MOTHER OF GOD 

By E POSELYANTN 

' 

HIS ICON IS ONE of rhe most venerated of Russian Orthodox 
holy objects Significant in itself, it has- been made doo.biy si,g-

- nificanc by H S locat.:on, srand1o,g as. it does on the westetn bot· 
der of Russia, between Orth0doxy and Catholicism, ArQ"und: this icon 
Orthodox have fought for their faith an.cl p.i:ayed. fol" the strengthening 
of ch.e,r ze:a l and persevcra.nce From rhe multitude <ff the miracle.s w:lri:eh. 
have po.ired from ic, it bas become known throughou.c the whole Sla.vk 
world , and, together w irh Orthodox, many non-Ord.todg~ Chrltti•us 
also ve11.erate 1t. 

The miracles worked by ch.is icon .a.re ·distingui\hed not only by 
th.e:ir great number, but by t.heir uousua.l n.ature at weJL lit the m:onat.ic 
books records have been pre-served with thcs.i,gnumesofdievceeypc.opk 
\Vho have been he-aled by the icon. The.re are cases of~ ln>m 
incur.abl.e ma.l-adl es, of rescue from ,e;ap.r,ivi~Y~ <ii t.h.c cnlagh.tcnment cf mi­
ners, ao:d similar mir·acles. 
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The icon came co Pochacv Mooascery over three centuries ago; but 
pe( bat Pochaev Mouocaio "vas marked by the grace of chc 

l~ngh oref Gcod Over five: cc:oturies ago, \vhen cbe mountain was com-!'v.1oc er o · · . 
I l ·ohabircd c-.vo mo.oks came and settled u:1 a small cave, and 

p c:te y uo1 , . h · ·uJ f 
· · h who v.·ere w1tncsscs of t c m1rac ous appearance o the 
lt 1s t ev f h f · h · 
Mother ;f God. Ic was io 1340 chat ooe o c cm, a. cer saying 1s usua l 

decided co climb co the cop of the mounca10. Aod suddenly he 
prayers, d. k l · 
caught sight of the Mocher of God scan 1ng on a roe , enve oped in 
B:lllle. Without delay he called cbe ocher monk, \Vho was also found 
\Vorthy co behold cbe miraculous vision. Jc '1-Va.s seen also by a shepherd, 
John Bosoy. He ran up che hill, where he found both mooks, and all 
three cogecher gave glory co God. On che rock where the Mocher of 
God had stood there \Vas lefc che permaJ1cnt impress of Her right fooc, 
filled \~ith warer; from chis miraculous spring many in the centuries 
since then have rc:cei \fed healing, 

When in 1559 the Greek Metro pol i can Neophi t was era veJJing 
through \Tolhyoia from Coosraocioople, he visited Anna Goiskaya, who 
lived on an estate six miles from Pochae", and ac her request spent some 
time there as a guest. On bis departure he left with her as a blessing an 
icon of che Mother of God which he: bad taken from Constantinople. 

Signs began co appear from rhe icon; it was seen surrounded by 
light. Goiskaya placed before it an ever-burning lamp; and when, in 
l:>97, it ltealed her brother Philip of his lameness, sbe gave the icon co 
the monks who had sc~tled on Pochaev Mountain. She built a church 
on the mountain io honor of rbe Dcrmition of the Mother of God, and 
in connection with it established a coenobiric mooasttry, together wich 
che means for its maintenance. le is from chis rime char t he icon beg~n 
to be called rhe .. Pochaev" Mocher of God. 

After che death of Goiskaya, Pochaev Mountain passed co her 
oephew, Andrew Firley, a Lucheran and hater of Orth odoxy. He sacked 
the monasrery and seized the icon, which he kept a t his home for tvveo cy 
years. On one occasion he decided ro show his conrempt for Orthodox 
holy objects. He invited guests and, having dressed his wife in the 
vesuneots of an Orthodox priest, placed a chalice in her hand, and she 
began londJy to blaspheme the Mocher of God and Ber icon. Due she 
was immediately punished·. an evil spirit cook violent possession of her 
and tormented her uncil after her husband had finally returned the Po­
chacv icoo ro the roonastery. This was in 1644. 
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Troparion, Tone 5 
Tho1c ,ubo pray bef1Jre Thy holy icon, o Soveteign Lady, · are made wllrthy of heali111,, · 

r,ceive 11ndtr11a11ding of rh, tr11e faith, ' and repel the Tartar a1raul1. · 
Like11,ise for us· tuho fall down before The,,· entreat forgive11us for""' sin.r, · 
611/ighten 011r hearts with devo11t inte11ts, • D11:i raise ThJ• pray,r · to Thy Stm · 

{qr our .rouls' .ral vat io11. 
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Io five years the icon ,vas u-ansfcrrcd to the new Church of che 
Holy Trioicy. Healiogs once more began co come from chc icon ; in par­
ticular oo July 17, 1674, chere ,vere so many healiogs that it was as if 
the days of our Lord 's earthly life had returned. 

To the defenders of Her monastery the Mo ther of God displayed 
a mafvellous assistance. lo 1675 the Turks laid siege co Pochaev. T~ 
monastery was roa.de up almost entire ly of wooden buildings, and defense 
\Vas diJ!iculc; cbe only hope lay .in rhe Mother of God . Wich tears the 
monks prayed be-fore Her image. The abbot ordered an aca rhist co be 
slltlg co the Mo cher of God, aod no sconer bad they begun to siog the 
first kontakioo, Qu,e,i of th, Heavenly Ho.It, than there a.ppcared in t he sky 
above the church a wonderful apparition, immediately noticed by the 
Turks. In ao aureole of brilli1oc light, blazing brigbrer than the suo, 
the Mocher of God, in the form of a Woman of regal bearing, held up 
over Pochaev Her omophorioo, as if covering the monastery with Her 
pO\ver . Around the Mo cher of God there was a multitude: of angels in 
military dress ,vich lightning-bearing ~words in their hands; and beside 
Her " 'as Sr. Job, earnestly praying co Her IO save his monastery. The 
Turks lee fly their arrows againsr chis apparition, but the: arrows began 
co turn back aod stri ke chose who had shoe them; at rhis the Turks cur.oed 
and fled in d isarray, and the defenders of Pochaev sallied out aod con · 
dusively defeated them, caking many p6.sooers, some of \vhom lacer 
became Christians. Long afterwards the Turks could not forget this de­
feat. Fifty years lacer the Pocha: v m.onk Gabriel \Vas travelling through 
Cooscancinople and goc ioco a conversation with a Turk. Hearing chat 
the monk was from Pochaev, he asked, '"And is your goddess still alive?" 
.. She is alive and wiJl ever live," replied the monk, understanding co 
Whom he was referring. "Your goddess is terrible!'" cried the Turk in 
great agicatioo. "M y father aod many in our family were lose there. I 
\Vas smal l then, but I wi ll never forget chis disaster . .. 

lo 1720 Pochaev, together with the icon, fell into Oniatc hands. 
Jo place of the Church of the Trinity, which they took down, they built 
the spacious Cathedral of the Oormition. The miracles of the icon did 
ooc cease : in the 110 years it was in Uniate hands 539 miracles were re· 
corded, aod by no means all the miracles were core.red io the annals. 

In 1831, when the Union was dissolved, Pochacv returned co Or­
t hodox h a.ads and was design a red a /a,vra (gre:it monastery) . The Catho­
lics spread rumors chat the wonderwcrking icon had left Pochacv and 
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Tbe original won1erworki ng icon of Pocbaev, still Jocac~d in the Monu u,ry. 

was Jocared in a nearby Dominican monas tery \vi chin rhc borders . of 
A_uscria. But new and ye t more healings of chronic diseases, rescoraaoo 
of ~ighc co che blind, and st rengt hening of para:ycics refuced cbese dc­
cei cful rumors. 

Thus, in 1831 a blind gi rl, Anna Aki_mchukova, walked to Pocha­
ev with !:er 70·year-old granc mo1l:cr , frc m htcr villa~c 130 miles away. 
After praying before che icon and washing her eyes wi th \lla ter from the 
Foot print of the Mo ther of Go:! , she \Vas suddenly abl~ co see. Her 

J mocher who ·was a Uniace, ,vas so s truck by the miracle t ha.t she graou . , 
became Orthodox right there. . . . . 

Jn 1859 Emperor Alexander II, in memory of h ts v'.sl t co Pocba~v, 
donated co che Church of cbe Dormicion a high iconastasis. On ch c ch!rd 
t ier, in a scar-shaped c:ase, che wonder,,.,,orking icon ,vas placed, _w,tt h 
provision made for lowering i c by means of a cord for those who ~ is bed 
co venerate ,c. The dimensions of che icon arc no c great : 11 by 9 rnches. 
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The Mother of God is portrayed in half-stature. In her right hand is the 
E-ccrnal Child, and in the left a kerchief. There arc also on th.e icon seven 
small represenr.acioos of various saints , which lead one co suppose that 
the icon belonged earlier co a family that had caused to be represented 
on the icon t he saints whose names they bore. 

Ar rhe entrance co the Cathedral of the Dormicion, behind an iron 
grating, under a special canopy, there is che .. Footprint of the Mother 
of G od.·· In the :.amc Cathedral there is preserved also another icon bear­
ing the name of .. Pochacv ... It was placed there by some K ievans in 
memory of the del iverance of Kiev from cho lera in 1848, and is also con­
sidered to be ,vonderworkiog. At the l,ouom of th is icon there is a 
representation of the Foot'priot of the Motl:er of God. Such icons are 
known as those .. with the Footprint," co distinguish chem from those 
which have the figures of saints. Wooderworking copies of the Pochaev 
i.coo are located near Tobolsk and in Moscow. The Feast of the icon is 
celebrated at Pochacv on July 23, September 8, and on Friday of Easter 
Week . 

E. Pos,lya11i 11 was the pseud"".1111. of Evgeny Nik4laevich P~guzbev, a spi,­
itual son a11d biograph1r of StareJs AmvrosJy of Oprina, who blessed him to serre 
the ChutTh through the medium of th, pri11fed word. He became a con.rervativ, pub­
licist and ,ditor, a11d wro/1 r1lit,iour bo ,k.r on a popular level. His book on th, 
miraculous icons of th, M~ther of God ( St. Petersburg, about 1900), from which 
thit article was tak,n, i.s a sta11dard wotl< on the subject. He died just before the 
R..ussian R..evolution. 

Th, following article (Orthodox Russia, Dec. 14, 1953) offers the testi­
mony of a woman now livint, in San Francisco to a miracle p1rfor111ed by a si111pte 
copy of the Pochaev ico.t:. 

HOW THE MOTHER OF GOD HEALED ME 

Jn my childhood there crept into me a doubt about cl1e existence 
of life after death. Although I believed in God, I gradually began ro be 
light-minded about everything ... Later, when 1 was gro\vn up, I .always 
considered myself a Christian; but I didn't pray ac home, I stopped going 
co church, and I Jidn'c receive Holy Communion fo r many years . .. 

In 1947 I bec.ame ill with a pain in ll\y left side. In Hong Kong 
rbc doctor diagnosed muscular rheumatism; with every day I became 
worse, Now I had constant pain in t'he head, neck, and lelc arm. I 
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couldn't turn my he:1d co the left .. . My chest and back began to hurt 
so n1uch .that even breaching caused me pain, and 1 began co rake short 
breaths. l became thin ~nd a sickly-yello,v color. I couldn't sleep and 
felt terribly wc:ak. l cook to bed and didn 't gee up for rwo months. 

Once Morber cold me in amaicmcnr ch .. ,t she had noticed in her 
room while praying a band of I ight around an icon of rhc Pochaev 
Mother of God which she had bought ,vb.co I w as ill as a child; she 
brought it to me and said: "Don't be sad; pray, and the Queen of Hea­
ven will help you." She blessed me and hung the icon on a ribbon at 
the head of my bed . I paid no attention to what she sa.id, since r had 
never believed in miracles and rene\ved icons. 

My son (he was 10 years old then) \Vas sleeping nearby on his 
own bed, and my husband was sleeping in the next room. Suddenly I 
began co feel suffocated, as if in. a press ... I r see.med as if I \\•ere sinking 
down through the bed, as if a magoer \vere dta\viog me co the earth! I 
cried ou r to my husband, hoping he would call tb.c doctor, boc I couldn't 
utter a sound! AU hope for any kind of help vanished. 1 thought: this 
must mean l am dying . .. But when I looked at my sleeping son, I ,vas 
filled wirh pi ty; and as my last remaining hope I almost unconsciously 
took the icon in my right hand, and placing it ,vich its face to my breast , 
I said silently; "Save me, Queen of Heaven, 1 so ,vish nor ro die!. . .' ' I 
didn't hope foe any sudden miracle, but pe,haps for a gradual bealiog­
,vhen suddenly I felt from the icon a kind of gentle burning, as if waves 
of warm air ,vere pouring ouc of the icon in to my breast. And suddenly 
the disease began literally to descend from the bead do\vnwards, and I 
immediately cook a deep breach, something l wouldn't have dared dream 
of before. Raising the icon, I noticed chat a marvellous light ,vas coming 
from it io flashes .. . I realized ins tantly that I had been healed. With 
rears of joy I leaped our of bed, and running to my husband with the 
icon in my hands, Isa.id: "Look, I am completely well, and chis is Who 
healed .m~!" And as proof I turned my head and raised my lefr :11:m . We 
both wept on our knees . .. From rhe icon there came forth a marve.llous, 
unearthly light., and weeping ,virh joy we s tood and prayed and mar­
vel led almost the whole night. 

Io the morning I ,vas pink-checked and with.our che slightest trace 
of ye llo\v color. The illness never re turned. The icon continued to shine 
for so.me time and ,,...as seen in chis scare by several believers. 

To my stubborn unbelief and complete Jack of a tten tion to the 
Mocher of God_, she replied with the gift of life. 

Lidia Liu. 
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GREAT ORTHODOX HlERARCHS 
OF THE 19TH & 20TH CENTURlES 

ARCHBISHOP VITALY 
A TRUE DISCIPLE OF ST. JOB 

1873 -1960 

By ABBOT LAURUS 

Mov,d by St. Joh
0

J exem,plary life and work, ArchbiJhop Vitaly 

beca111e a great 111i11ionary of t he printed Orthodox word, 

which, beginning at Pocbaev, h, 1pread to the wholt of J{1usia 

and the ,oho/, of the Ru1siat1 diaspora. 

The author of this hrief biography t ntertd the Brotherhood of Sr. Job 

a, a child, and wa, for a number of year-s ArchbiJhop Vitaly's 

cell-a11enda,11 . He i, prt1e11tly a lecturer at Ho ly Trinity Se111inary 

and i, writing a book on hiJ Abba. 

m
RCHBISHOP VITALY was born Basi l Maximeoko, the son of 

a poor deacon io the village of Glafirovka, district of Tagao­
rog, on August 8, 1873. Ac the age of seven he lost both father 

and mo ther and, together wich bi s six bro thers and sis ters, ,vas settled 
,vitb re latives. Basil l ived at first with his aunt, a penni less wido,v, and 
then with an elder brother. After com.piecing religious preparatory 
-school , Basil went to the seminary at EkaccrinosJa·v, .from which he 
graduated as o ne of the first in his class. 

lo h is student years Basil ,vas set apar,~ by his exceptional reserve, 
modesty, .and taciturnity. Christmas and '·Ea~ter vacations he spent at 
school, having no where 'tO go. Summers he stayed with his brother, but 
he received little kindness from his brother's. wife and felt ill at ease 
there; and so he speo c most of bis time by h i mself, tending the bees or 
white.ling. 

After completing the seminary Basil went to the Kiev Theological 
Academy, where he studied for a year, and then to the Kazan Theolo­
gical Academy, which he successfully completed. During his four th year 
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1·he lase porcra1c of ArchbiSl)Op Vit,1.ly. ta.ken stveral weeks before n1s de:uh . 

at Ka?an Basal decided, Ln<ler the influence of the Rccror of the Academy , 
Bishop Anrbony(Khrapovi rsky , lace r Metropo litan of Kiev and ulcima· 
cely Fi rs r H icrarch o f the 'Russian Cl:urch Abroad). to becon1e a n1onk. 
Despite Basil 's ill-hca:c h -- he had tuberculosis and his days ,vere cons i, 
de red numbered - Bishop Anthony tonsured him ( in 1899) and ga ve him 
the nan1e Viraly, ,vhich mea.ns "full of life," celling him, "You ,.-,ill live 
long." Upon completing the Academy Vitaly, no,v a hieromonk, was 
senc co teach in a n1-issiooary seminary in th(' Caucasus; his three-year 
res idence there proved quite s~lutary for hiiu, and he returned com­
ple te ly recovered. 
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Whc.o Bishop Aotbony ~vas transferred to Volhynia he summoned 
Hieromonk Vi taly to himself for missJooary ""ork at Pochaev Monastery, 
placing him in charge of the printing works. There Vitaly, now an ar­
chi mandrite, labored for twelve years f.rom 1902, and in these years he 
transformed the slhall , impoverished printing wo.rks intQ. 11.n immense .en­
terprise \Vith 150 monk-laborers, lltlliziog every device. of modern tech­
nology. Ar-chimaodricc Vi raly w as inspired by the example. of St. Job, 
the real founder of the printing works at Poch'.lev ; be gave hi1nself up 
,vholly to the missionary work of printing, aod in his hands it flourished. 
Merropolitan Anthony lacer, speaking· of the activity of Archimaodrit<i: 
Vitaly at that time, said: "He s!ept little, ofceo right at the printing 
press, some,vhere underneath cl:c machine, and he turned his archimao­
drite's cell into a regul .. r dormitory for the monks." The exemplary 
printing works which was rbus reestablished prin~ed service books, 
textbooks, books and exhortations for rhe people, and missicnary \VOrks, 
and issued frve periodicals . These publications were popular throughout 
th.e ,vhole of Russia. 

Arcbimandricc VicaJy sowed the good seed not only by means of 
the printing press ; bis Jiving word, too, resounded clearly and convinc­
i.ngly and \Vas beard by the cens of thousands of the faithful who flocked 
to Pochaev from all parts of Russia. He built C\-\' O sketes and several 
sub; idiary .m:>nastery churches, and founded the Russian People 's Union 
of Volhyoia, \\•hich covered the \vhole of Volhynia With its network of 
cooperatives. Arcbimandrite Vicaly travelled throughoutVolhynia ,vich 
Church processions and raised cl:c religious s pirit of the people .ro a 
high leveL 

The ourbreak of lhe war .in 1914 forced Arcbimandrite Vitaly t'o 
e,•acoate most of the Pochaev prjnting works, but worse was yet to 
come; dur ing the Revolution he was imprisoned and conde.mned to death 
by both Bolsheviks and Pol.ish Catholics. Imprisoned by the Catholics 
for more th an eight months in a damp, dark cell, beaten and mocked, 
be sbo,ved himself a worthy confessor of Holy Orthodoxy . 

Largely through the efforts of Metropolitan Anthony, then Jiving 
in Yugoslavia, Archimandrite Vitaly escaped from Poland and came to 
Belgrade; but he d.id not stay Jong there. Hearing that in the: Cacpa­
tbian.s there \Vere Russians who, having been forcibly converted to Un­
iatism, were now curoi.ng toward Orthodoxy, he asked Mecropolitan 
Anthony 's blessing and .set' ouc for Czechoslovakia. 
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ARCHBISHOP VITALY 

In 1923, on the eve of the Annunciation, Archimandrite Vitaly 
arrived in the village of Vladimirova in the Carpathians, and there he la­
bored for eleven years on a lield unt illed by anyone before him. LiteraUy 
out of nothing, through his own and his monks' blood aod sweat, he 
built a monastery and a large stone church and reestablished the Pocb.aev 
printing works in an impressive building of its own. Soon Rt1ssians 
abroad were being supplied with service books and religious literatnre. 
In 1928 the publication of a journal, Orthodox Carpathian R11S1ia, still 
published today as Orthodox Russia, was begun. At the same time 
Arcbimandri tc Vitaly engaged in the great missionary labor of conver­
ting tbe local Russian population from Uniatism ro Orthodoxy. 

Many times Archimandrite Viraly refused rhe rank of bishop, and 
it was only the necessity to ~upport the canonical Church in North 
America that finally led h:m to heed the pica of his infirm Abba, Metro. 
pol ican Anthony, and be consecrared bishop in 1934. His p~acemaking 
a.:tivity in the Untttd Scates did much co end cbe schism ivhicb had e.x­
istc:d in t he Church there since 1926; unity was restored in 1935. The 
new schism whitb occurred at the end of the S:cond World War was very 
painful for him. He did not dream chat Metropolitan Theophilus would 
permit the North American parishes to leave the Church Outside of Rus­
sia and sub.mit ~o the proceg! of Stalin, .. Patriarch·· A:exis; but that is 
just what happened at the Cleveland Sobor. 

Archbishop Vitaly bore valianrly the first blows of the new 
schism, when he Jost several parishes he himself bad founded, a.nd with 
his native per·scverance and organizing abil.i ry put things once more in 
order in his vast diocese. Together with the ruting archbisbo·ps who re­
mained, Tikbon, l.)asaph, aod Ieronim, he strengtheced the canonical 
Ch!lrch in North America. He prepared the transfer of Metropolitan Ana­
scasy and the Synod of the Church Outside of Russia to North America, 
;1rranging for this purpose a res:dcncc in New Ycrk. He ~,orked untir­
ingly on the organization of his own diocese, and besides thls devoccd 
much rime to his o" n offspring ·- H.oly Trinity Monastery and H.oly 
Trinity Seminary at Jordanville, N Y. 

The Monastery was founded before Archbishop Vitaly 's arrival 
in the United States, but afrer his arrival he took .it under his O'\Vn care . 
After the Second World War he s~.nt for the fourcecn monks from the mo­
nastery ac Vladimirova, headed by Bishop Seraphim At the new monas­
tecy in America be united to veneration of tbe Holy Trinity ve.neracion 
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of che former pacroo of their printing work, St.Job, ·"the Divinely-wise 
tc~cher of ~oaks' industrious life ... " Thus, in a new place Archbishop 
V1ctly aga te took up the holy work of St. Job -- the printing of service 
books, allo,viog every Orthodox parish abroad to have ·che books neces­
sary co perform all .services. 

. The ~xistcoc~ of Holy Trinity Seminary is completely bound up 
with A~chb1shop Vttaly. He was the first to understand the importance 
of raising furure pastors in a strict monastic environment. The work 
thus begun h:is grown aod is oow flourishing. 

At the initiative of Archbishop Vicaly there is being b uil t in 
~ac~soo ( formerly Ca~s~ille), New Jersey, a splendid memorial church 

tdi~accd to St. Vladimir, Equal to the Apostles and Enlightener oft.he 
R~531ao fX:Oplc. lo his last years he devoted himself to this undertaking 
with special enthusiasm. lo. his will he asked to be buried in chis me-

( 

morial church. 
~.:: On the 8th (21st) of March, 1960, 
., ... '), at 8:30 in the evening, Archbishop Vicaly 

--,'l "', ~ quietly aod painlessly departed co eterni­
/ ..>: ty... leaving behind a vivid and inspi­

~ - J ring legacy for posterity which is co 
bring forth fruits in che Lord's Harvest. 

~"" 
Holy Ttinity Monas,er,y, Jordanville, N. Y · 
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AN APPEAL 
FROM POCHAEV TODAY 

The following ieuei·' is 011e of severat appeals which have been rec,iued i11 

the free world fro111 the persec111ed Orthod1,~ Christians of Russia. T htj preJt>Jt 

a vivid picture of the terrible trial1 to which the .satanic Btlshevilr. gouer11n1111t 

is 1116jecti11g our brothers inf aith, "' pt1rtic1,lar at Pochaev, ruhich stana.s 

again as a 1piritu4/ center and bulwark of the Orthodox faith. 

TO THE EASTE.RN PATRIARCHS OF JERUSALEM, 
ANTIOCH, CONSTANTINOPLE, ,-\.ND OTH.ERS 

From the parishioners andfilgrims of 
Orthodox churches and o all Russia 

A Petitio11 

Humbly bending our knees befor.e Your. Eminences, ,vc implore : 
In 1959 the Antichrist in Russia began a terrible persecution of 

the Orthodox Church. To begio. with, by a directive of K11roycdov, re­
presentative of che Council of Ministers of the USSR, and oocwicbscan­
ding t he protests of parents, all over Russia and even in Mosco\v chil­
dren of school aod pre-school age who served bi~hops in church \Vere 
dismissed. In 1960 in the city of Minsk, in the White Russian Republic, 
it was officially forbidden co b!ess the graves after East<"r, aod in all 
White Russia the prices oa icons, candles, and, ocher goods sold co pa­
rishioners at candle stands in churches were lowered, with the aim of 
depriving churches of income and closing chem. In the same year the 
main church in Minsk was closed and torn down, and in 1962 che church 
in Senitzka, five kilometers from h-Iiosk, was closed.1 

Io 1961 by official autho.rizacion children from th.rec co eighteen 
years of age were forbidden to receive Holy Communion or to enter a 
I. Translated from che Russi20 newspaper P•11v, M .. y 8, 1964; slighdy ab~eviared . 
2 . Becween 1960aJ.1d 1965 ,h,ee of ,he live churches remaining io Minsk """ closed . Jn ,be 
same pcrio<l full)' balf of rhe chut cb<S in the Sovie, Union were d osed (rr•n1. n•11). 
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church. Using as their pretext the fact that the schools have assumed 
responsibility for the educatio.n of children, the harras.sment of our chil­
drtn bas reached such a degree that Lavrietiko, authorized by th.e pro· 
vincial authorities, stands at th.e door of the Minsk Cathedral and 
observes \vhetber :any cniJdren enter the church; and if be discovers any 
children in church, he orders the church warden Sil a Velichko, and that 
s.ervant of Antichrist takes the children by the collar and beats their 
neads against the wall, ,vbich is what happened to the widow Svirldo· 
vich's child Tolik, v,,bo didn't ,vaot to leave the church. 

ToJik's mother, Sophia Sviridovich, a former partisan, gave all 
her health for her country and now is very sjck. Sh<: b_erself is deeply 
religious, she goes to the Orthodox church and brings her children to 
church; s.he is bringing her children up in a religious spirit, at home sh.e 
receives pilgrims and for this she and her child.ren have bc:eo subjected 
to a terrible r:ersecutioo. First an investigator came, ro her and tried co 
uke her aviay, rogerber with her icons and religious l:ooks. Theo some 
unknown people tried ,o get into her room in che middle of the night . 
Finally officials came to take her children away co a boarding school, 
saying: NO\Y they are making boarding schools with high walls for re· 
ligious children, so that they will be completely isolated from their par­
ents .. A..lways the: children \\'Ould raise a cry and neighbors would come 
to her defence, and t-hese attempts were unsuccessful. To s·a ve her chil· 
dren Sviridovicb has now gone off co some unknown place. 

Likewi'se Feodosia Varavva of Minsk, who raises her children in 
a religious manner and rakes them to an Orthodox church has been 
s~bjecced to a terrible pcrsecutioo because of her children. Odova, the 
d1 rec-cor of School No. 18 in Minsk, VI here Varavva's children study, 
h.a~ called Varavva co school several times to keep her from taking her 
ch'.ldreo to ch~r.ch . The d irecror said to her: You are crippling your 
children by ra1$iog them in a religious manner · but when Varavva re· 

• d ' ma1oe unb.eodiog and said to Orlova, I've beeli caking my children to 
church and l'U keep on caking them, the.n Orlova said to her: We will 
pot you. on tria! for crippling your children by raising chem in a reli.gious 
manner; we will take your children off '!O a boarding school and put 
you under med.ica l supervision and send you to a psychiatric hospital. 

Under such conditions of persecution th·e aotichr:isrs do not allow 
us to raise our children in a religious manner; cve·rywhere demonic nets 
arc S.Cl to dc-siroy our children. Unbeliever teachers and students all tr)' 
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co en rice our children away from church. And what can be more ruinous 
for our cliildren t bao if they are turned a,~ray from the source of eternal 
life, t he Church and Communion of the Body and Blood of Christ? 

. For a wh_o!e year the parents of che city of Minsk have pecidone.d 
the ci v1l authouc1es not to turn their children ouc of ch urch and oot co 
turn them away from Co1nmuoioo of the Holy Mysteries of Chdsc. They 
have personally gone co Mosco,v co .Kuroyedov's office, t hey have ap· 
pealed to Brezhnev, to Khrushchev, to the ne,vspaper l-.:_,1,stia, but the 
Mos~ow authorities haven ' t listened to our pleas. We appealed co the 
Patriarch, and he ga"e instruct ions to give Communion to the chi.ldreo 
and let them visit churches; but the .tYlinsk clergy gave in to che Anti­
christ and don't carry out the Patriarch's orders. 

On the 20th of May, new sc.y!e, 1963, was che feast-day of cbe 
church in the village of .Zhirovirsa-· the Appearance of the Zhirovicsa 
Icon of the Morhe:r of God. For the feast many belie"ers gathered from 
all pares of Russia, but the district officials came and prohibited the ser· 
vice. Besides chat, the same year the dis trict officials stopped recruit· 
ment for the seminary at the Zhirovicsa Monastery by goiog co the ap­
plicants and frightening chem so much th~t none applied. 

Pocbaev Mooasrery, both monks and pilgrims, is also being sub­
jccred to a terrible persecution by the aotichriscs. The authorities coo· 
scantly harrass pi.lgrims, they took away the ion at t he monastery and 
they 've forbidden re.sidencs of Pcchaev to give lodgi.ng to a.ny believers, 
under threat of being sent away from Pochaev. We' IJ give here the c:i.se 
of ch.e barbaric treatmenr of a poJ r ,vidow, Claudia Rubrsova, who Ji"es 
in Pochaev village. 

Rubtsova herself is ao invalid Vl'ith three small children. This 
poor widow is constantly persecuted by the atheists, espcciaJly by the 
Pochaev militia, b,ecause she gives overnight lodging to believers who 
come to the monastery. Many times she has betn fined by the militia. 
On July 1, 1963, some pilgrims asked her for lodging. She took them in, 
and at 10 or 11 at night she Vl•as \'isired by Alexand.r:t Golubova, who 
watches Pochacv residents co see who givc:s lodging to b.elicvers, and 
then right away !>rings the militia So it was this time, Golubova 
brought a representative of the passport division, and be threw the ·be­
lievers out on the street right in the middle of the night. Rubtsova was 
fin~d ceo rubles and given over to puWic trial. Ac her trial the head 
of the militia said: Rubtsova -should be killed for giving lodging ro 
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believers; if she keeps oo doing it "ve'll close up her broken-down hut 
and se.nd hei: away from Pochaev. A.nd so Rubtsova was fi?ed ten rubles 
aod warned that if she ever gave lodging to believers again she vvould 
be scot .away from Poch.aev. 

Besides the Rubcsova. case there was a Pochaev roook, F.ather Se­
rapion, 97 years old, "-'ho asked for lodging in Jun.e~ ~963. ~hjle he was 
walking to Pochaev Monastery, on che road ·the m1l1ua .seized him and 
interrogated him for a whole week and E.nalJy ordere~ him to leave Po· 
chaev . He went to the rector of the monastery, Arch1mand.rite Bartho­
lome,v, wirh insrruccioos from the Patriarchate allowing him to stay 
at the monastery '\":>here he bad Jived for forty years, l:.ut the rector not 
only dido 't take him in,, he even pushed him out of the monastery. And 
so th.is 97-year·old monk went oui: into the world to seek shelter foe 
himself. 

Despite the terr ible persecution the militia is conducting at Po­
chaev, pilgrims love Pochaev Monastery very much and come from every 
corner of Russia to veneta.te its holy objects. The residents of Po.chaev 
are afraid r.o give lodging co believers, so the pilgrims starced sleeping 
beside the monastery churches, under any bush that would give them 
shelrcr. Theo, on ·che night of July 18,19, 1963, the militia drove two 
trtlc:ks on co the monastery Iaods and was going to catch the pilgrims 
and cake them off, bur the pilgrims found out about it aod ran away in 
every direction. 

On July 31, 1963, a monk, Fr. Mi.chael, was tried in Pochae'7 for 
breaking the passport laws and vagrancy, but actually because he was 
staying at Pcchaev Monastery ar.d prayir.g to Gcd. He is 72 years old 
now and an invalid; he c3me to Pochaev fo:r. refeotance and to devote 
his remaining years to rhe salvation of his soul, but the Pochaev militia 
w·ouldn't even listen to this, they tore up his application for a visa to 
st'.:ly in Pochaev and ordered him co leave. Fr. Michael repljed that he 
wou.ld never leave Pochaev Monastery. Aod so on July 31, 1963, Fr. Mi­
chael was tried. He was accused of Je:ading a vagabond life, of specula­
ting in crosses and icons, of cheating the people, of begging money from 
believers- but all this was slander. These .slanders didn't ho.Id up .in 
court, a:nd they finally had ro convict him of breaking the passport 
la.ws. He was sentenced to four months at hard labor, after the prose­
cutor had asked for a year. 
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The J?ochaev monks · · rhe~e arc the suffc.rer5 of the. Russian laod. 
Io c.he past year many of the moak5 of Po~hac:v lviooa~tery ha,e had 
their pas~porcs taken from chem and ~hey 've bee.a dn,·c.n out Jf th<. n.>o­
ascery by force; they lead a waader,ng life and have uo plate. t l a~ their 
head. So,ue monks from Pochaev were ~eat co pan,he~ in che <.ouncry-­
and 10 these parishes the .i.the1st~ clostd the <.hutc.hes, and tbc monks 
were left without a roof over their head. Ocher monks , who couldo 't 
leave rheir beloved Pochaev, were tried and puc in pnson, aod onc.e their 
prison term was up they returned ro che m.oaascery. T he local ffillit1a 
won't register chem, bur threaceos them wich eYen loager rnson terms . 
The ancichrists do chis ia order co clo~e Pochaev Monastery. To che~e 
lawless aces our government pay~ oo arteac100, and even gives occasion 
for them. 

We, the: pilgrims of Pochaev Monastery of all ages, our hearts 
can't bear to look at che "'' a(,dering aad homeless Jife of the Pochaev 
monks when they meet and ask each other where rhey managed ro spcad 
the 01ghr. May Your humble and pious hearts look on chis aad share 
this great sorrow of the v,1aodenog life of the Pochaev monks. In tears 
,ve implore You , help the monks ,vho have bteo dr iven our of Pocbaev 
to be registered again ar the monastery . 

We. can ' t l:e silent af-out the barbarous humiliation of aaotbcr 
monk, Abbot Joseph . He is 70 years oJd . Io September, 1963, Fr. Joseph 
was beaten nearly to death by rte atheist baogmeo, bjs mouth was 
stuffed with rags so he ,vouldo"t cry out, and they seat him co a psy­
chiatric hospiral By God's mercy he \\as released, and he returned co 
Pochaev Monasrerv, but the Poc.haev md1t1a wouidn'c register him aod 

• 
wouldo • c Jet him Ii ve at the m.ooas.tery, but ordered him co leave Po· 
chaev. He found refuge in a nearby vil lage. Fr. Joseph is a grea.c mao 
of prayer and our spiritual aad bodily physician, by his prayers be has 
driven ouc de.moos and healed every kind of ~1ckne.ss; and so we a.U love 
Fr. Joseph, and \>vt:erever be is to l:e found Feop!e seek him our and ap­
peal for his help in rheir sickness. Bue che local militia won't let him 
Jive, they persecute him because sick people come to him. they are 
against everything good and conscaocly persecute_ Fr. Joseph and the peo· 
ple. who come to him and threa.cen Fr. Joseph w1 th prison. And on J~ly 
16, 1963, jo the evening many sick people came co Fr. Joseph seek1ng 
their s.alv.ation. The same evening the militia came aad seized all the 
sick people, and Fr. Joseph had to bide himself from the militia. 
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\\fc:,, rhe pilgr ims of all Russia, implore You to defend tbjs 70-
year-old m.on,k. s.o he can return to Pochaev Monastery and spc:nd his 
ct;uain iog years serving fo.r the go<ld of the people. 

In ordc:r to close Pochaev Monastery, the local authorities -- anti­
c'hris.ts - bar e had recourse tO other methods, acting secretly. l t has 
bc:en forbidden t:O bring firewood for the churches on to the monastery 
land$, and di.e cells oJ th:c monks are no t heated in winte r ; as a resul~ 
rhc monks and pilgr ims are freezing with co.Id . Besides this the Pochaev 
monks ba.vc been forbidden to sell croSfes and icons, incense and other 
rclig,ious art icles, of which the people are in very great need The mo­
n.utcr:y sells cand les for a ncminal price, w ithout rrofiT, and the .local 
:a1ttborities have forbidden the roonasterv t-0 make its o wn candles. The 

- I . 

monuxcry cemetery has gone to ruin, the cemetery church was closed by 
the local authorit ies, and the priest -monk and the caretakers who lived 
ar rhc cemetery in a house buil t by the monastery were all moved out and 
i:n their place some \'\<orlc.e.rs were moved in upstairs, and an office pot in 
downsr.airs. The sk,ete depending on Pochatv Monastery was closed in 
1959; they turned the monks' cel l$ inco a ,anatariurn, .ind in the c:bur· 
C:hes, they opened clubs and a movie-ho use. 

Twelve ldlometers from Pochaev is located Holy Mountain , on 
w hich the.rt is a healing s pring. Your hea.rt bleeds when yo_u go co ·th is 
spr:ing, the whole pl a.cc has been defiled and lies in r uins; the churches 
uc cl05C'd, all the crosses ha,•e· 1-een burned or t:ak-.cn do" n 1:-y che local 
1-11thorit ics. The healing spring has been dug up by excavators , Here on 
Holy Mounr:ai.n theri: was a c.hurch oo a rock. The local authorities bu.rne-d 
it. dowo and blew up the rock. E ight Jdloroeters from Holy Mo untain 
wu. t he. holy spring of the righteous St . Ano·e, with ,a small church ,1bove 
ir~ t 'be local au.chorit.ies have torn down the church and 61led up the 
string with STOOCS. 

lo order th e ,sooocr to close churches and abolish the Orthodo x 
fai tb, the gov:cmment secretly prcpa,;e; i.ts o wn at.hcist-cotnmunists iot 
t:&¢ piesmood.. sends them as rec:tOI's of churches, pJa.ces th.em as bii bo 1?s 
and priests. Otb'C'r members of the clergy, through the weakness oJ their 
wifJ. b.zve becoim the servants .of the Antichrist. 

Scmums in churches have been forbidden by the Antichr ist. Those 
mc:.m:&cn of rh.e clergy who stand for the apo..srolit traditl ons are given 
ll'O'~fl'ZJta to lhre by the- Antichrist ao.d by thQJC of the cJer3r who .ba;ve 
111:fnb:i~ to the Anritb:ri.tc:. The Orthodox Chu:r,h js in gteat danger. 
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?a.r of tbe_Orchodox Cburcb the antichnsc:. can make a herccicaJ Chur<:h; 
it is norhtng for the Aorichrist to <.baogc even the Creed - of which 
the.re bas already been a rumor. Only the Pochacv monks and a small 
num~er of ihe clergy stand firmly for the apo5wJk tradition~ and don' :t 
g1 ve .10 an inch co th.e Antichrist·· and thes,e true pastor& the Antichrist 
woo t let hve. We can't be si lent al:out car crue rasters, the mow of 
Pochaev Monastery; despite the terrible humiliations the Antichrist has 
subjected them t?, they have not left and are nor leaving che.1r mona.s­
rery, '.Ind by rheir courage and patience they sueogthco t he weak will 
of us s1nfu.l, unworthy slaves of God; t hey are like a bright sun w aroi­
ing us by t heir prayers. 

We will give one 1nore ca~e of .the harass!llenrs of the Pochacv 
militi:i. Oo August 5·6 the Pocbaev militia .again went from house tO 

house and thrc~v our whatever pilgrillls they iliscovcred. Ekaterina 
KrllSnova of Minsk, who is io poor health, was thrown out on the street 
io the middle of tbe night and had her health cerrificace taken away, 
and she sa t and sbivered from cold oa the edge of towo until mornwg. 

We earnestly imp.lore: You co forbid the local militia from caking 
money fro m churches aad monascerics and using the money we've con­
cribi;ited for building movie-houses and thcate.rs, because Church and 
State are separa ted and they don't have any right to io'terfere in the 
Church's affairs; t he money we've coatr1buted should go for the needs 
of tbc roooasteri.es aod chun:hes. 

We should inform You that the Zh.irovi tsa Mon:is~ry on the fron­
t i_er is closed, and w .irh Jove we earnestly implore You tO look inco this 
and nor allow t he monasre1y to be c.losed Since Pochacv Monastery 
was buil t tlOt only with Ru~s1an money, bot oa the cionations of foreign 
govemm..nts coo, w ith tears ~ e implore You tO ca ke under Your cou­
crol o ur beloved Pochaev Monastery and for bid r~ government from 
inrerfe.ring ia che affai rs of rhe mooaste.ry and id! the churches. Ask the 
government for the brochure, "The ·Communist Part y and the Sovie.t 
Government on Rel igion and t he Church, " published in Mose.ow in 
1961; on pages 33, ·52, 13, 44, 73, 90, and 89 all the Soviet Jaws on the 
Church arc: ser forrh . 

We'll give one more case o.f the barbaric harassment of Orthodox 
pari shjoners and pries ts. On a feast·day th_is summer in t he city of 
G.oren, w h ile t he priest was celebr-ating Litutgy ,some ath eists shouted 
''Fire!" The people were thrown into a fright and rushed for tb.c doors, 
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d. f" ople \Vere crushed to death and fifteen seriously injured, and a.n 1ve pe . · ·1 
the innocent priest is being put oo tnal. There was a s1m1 ar_ case two 
years ago in the city of Slutsk at the ~aster Ltturg~; some atheists threw 
in a smou!dcdng piece of wood, and 10 the coofus100 there were people 

L::illed and injured. 
Your Holinesses, we have full confidence in Your great and at-

tc:o ti ve assistance. 

Signatures. 

S01114 mcnth1 after the abo1•e letter, three more letter! frorn believers in 
the Sovut Union reached tb, free world (co,npt,to t,xt of all three in 
Posev, Jan . 7, 1965). Tley wera addressed to the sa1ne Eastern Pa­
triarch, and to the United Nations; two of the1n t111re from i,zdividual 
believers, and one ''from the Orthodox Christians of all R1J1sia." Frotn 
the la lier we shall su,nmarize here so1ne information of general interest 

cvncerning rece,it per1ec11tio111 of Orthodox betze11er1. 

There have been more attacks of the militia on monks and pil­
grims at Pochaev Monastery; books, crosses, icons, and money ha vc been 
seized aod pilgrims driven out of the m.onastery. A monk at Pochacv, 
Suhdeacon Andrew, was sentenced to a year in prison for refusing co 
leave. the monastery when ordered to do ,so by the militia, and later to 
three years for writing a complaint to the United Nation1; about the 
pei:secutioo of the Pochaev monks. Io the process he was put to torture, 
both in the "rubber shirt"1 and by an electric shock treatment. 

The Chernigov Convent has been closed and the nuns forced to 
leave; those who had nowhere to go were put in ?rison or in a concen­
tration camp. Archbis.hop Andrew of Chcroigov was sentenced to 8 or 
10 years for rcfusi.ng to authorize this act. 

The infamous conceo.tratioo camp for bishops and clergy at the 
former Solovctsky Monastery on the White Sea has been moved to the 
Steppes beside the Aral Sea. About 30,000 monks and clergy arc impri­
soned there behind barbed wire. 

The persecutions of the .mili tia have failed to close Pochacv Mon­
astery; pilgrims continue co flock to it. The Pochacv militia has accord­
ingly stepped up its campaign of terror, which now includes sexual 
assaults of nuns and young girls who visit the monastery. I.o the autumn 
1. The b,test and most effective Soviet to.rturc device. When inOated th~ "rubber shirt" 
cru.shes the ch~st· and c~uscf a 1>ain said to be more inteooc than that of any other form 
of torture; and " leave~ oo tr~es· fo't later investigators. 
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o~ 19.63 an eld~rly nun was assaulced and scot to the hospital. A young 
girl was terrorized for four hours by the head of the milt t1a and was only 
saved from assault by constantly screaming for help to t he Mocher of 
God, at Whose name her attacker recoi led each time as from fire. 

In June, 1964, at Pochaev a young girl , Martha, who had at differ­
ent times been imprisoned for being a believer, was martyred for the 
oamc of God. She was found 10 an attic by the head of the passport di ­
vision and orhers .ind thrown ouc, badly in juring her side. They chased 
her into the garden, and there she was sµbjected to monstrous crimes. 
According co believers she was assaulted many times. She lose conscious­
ness in the garden and only regained 1c later in che hospital ; no one was 
allowed to visit her, and 10 a few days she died. When her body was 
washed, her arms were found co be twisted out of their sockets, her 
checks were pierced ch.rough oo both sides, and one bu.ttocl, was black 
from a severe injury. No one, nc:1 cbcr her mother 11or her friends, ,vas 
allowed at the aucop~y, where it was declared chat she had died from 
· 'tuberculosis··. 

The letter appeal's for an invescigali.on by rhe United Nations of 
the death of Martha and of a number of ocher specific cases of persecu­
tion, asL::ing only chat the Jovestigation not be entrusted co "our bar, 
barian1." ' , the Soviet government. 

TH.E REACTION TO THE POCHAEV APPEALS 

These appeals o( the Orthodox Christians of Russia cry our to 
the conscience of the whole ~crld. Fortuna rely, there has been some 
attempt ·to make them known in the free world. There have been arti­
cles on them and c1 c·ac1ons from ch.cm 10 the press of Western Europe and 
Amcrl.ca, 10 parucula.r after cl::e prcss-coofe1entc given by Archbishop 
Anthony of Geneva ( Russian Orthodox Chui::ch Outside of Russia) on 
December 16, 1964, at which the rexes of the cnrec later let re rs were dis­
tr1but~,d . Tue rcacti()n of che S.>vie c government, ao:1Cious as it is co pass 
1tsclf off on enc wvrld as a legitimate and "p!;ice-lovjng' · government-, 
was immediate. O.o D.:c~mb:r 20 M.isc.ow Radio broadcast a TASS repoo 
on a ··conv.ersacion with Metropolitan P.1men" (reproduced in full in 
Po,e11, Feb. 5, 1965) concerning the press-conference of Archbp. Anthony,. 
Earlier there appeared in English, in On, Church, the journal of the Ex­
archate of the Moscow Patnarch io Amccica (Scpc.-Dcc., 1964), a "State­
ment of Byelo-Russian Clergy and Laity, " which was a .response to the 
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earlier lectcr printed above. These t,vo apologies for che Soviet regime 
are marked by a stereotyped argumcnr and a wooden spidt obviously 
dictated by rhe S:ivict authorities tl:iemsclves. To the uopreJ1ld1ccd eye 
they ooly rcioforce the impression left by the original lette rs. 

In these itatements the charges of the believers are denied in gen­
eral, but ooly two or three spe~ific charges are answered, aod that uo­
convtnc1ogly. Both statements attempt primarily to cover up the charges 
with couotcr-accusatioos. the appeal, a.re meant "to k iodle polittcal co­
mity between East and West" and prolong tbc .. cold war"; 10 addition, 
Archbp. A.orhooy 1s a "schismatic". If churches have been destroyed, 
ir is che .. Fasc.ist Germ.an aggressors" who arc responsible, or else r.he 
" rccoostrucrioo" made necessary by the W~; cveryth,ng done by the 
Soviet government before the War, aod much since then, is conven1cotly 
covered up by th.is charge. In shore, if c.hc s1ruarion of the C.hun.h today 
is nor perf.,cr, it is anyone aod everyone except the Sov1ei gowm,nent tha t 
is responsible ; any persecution whatever 1s denied. According to the 
statement in One Church, believers in the Sovie t Union "freely satisfy the 
requirements of their rcligiou! needs, as is guaranteed by Soviet Ja,v"; 
acco~ding to Metr. Pi01en, "bel.ievcrs io the USSR have no aced of de­
fence . Their rights are protected by the Constitution o( the USSR." 

The cruelty and cynicism of such a statement are appalling. They 
cannot pcssibly be excused l>y ignorance, for the largest part of our in­
formarion on rhe closing of churches and the persecution of beiievers 
comes from the Soviet press it.self. The con.clusion is inescapable : these 
Orthodox "pastot"s" are lvtng, from whatever motives, ro protect the So­
viet State and in actual fact to help coori·oue the pertecurioo of the 
Church. The scoro in \Vhich the beiiev~rs tbeinsel ves hold such "pa:stors' · 
may be seen in the Jetter printed above; one of the later .letters, 10 ad­
dit1oa., siogics out Mctropolita.ns Pi.men and Nikodim as "our red-robed 
Merropolir.ans" and "wolves in sheep's clothing." 

Can it still be seriously maintained by aoy Chr.ist1ans in the free 
world, and especiallv by any members of the free Orthodox Churches, 
thac conununioo wirh s·uch "p~stors'· is possible? One muse choose: ro 
suppcrt, in any way, the puppets of Co~munism, who serve che u ltimate 
arm of tbe complete liquid11tion o( religion; or to stand with the perse­
cuted believers who, in a spirit of true Christian witoess (actually giving 
their owo names and C){act addresses), have dared t.O tell the ,vorld what 
is really happening today behind the Iron Curtain. 
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THE ORTHODOX SPIRITUAL LIFE 

ON PURITY OF 
HEART AND SOUL 

By PAISSY VELICHKOVSKY 
1722 - 1794 

StatetJ Pai,,y, rupu1u1ble for 1he . piritual reawak.e11int, thot swept RusJiA 

during the /aJI two , e11111rit1 and ga•~ r,Jt to a11 ab111r1Ja11<4 of"' yet r,n,anoniz_td 

1air11J., is introdu<td here hy a paitage from, .hu book, Lilies of the Field, 

taken fr= Arrhbhhop V11al:/ J Poch,:,ev periodicol The Russiao Mook.. 

URITY OF HEART, mind, and ~ouJ is actai11cd by a life of much 
labor, through sp1r1tual effort, for the heart is purified by sor­
rows, by the most difficult. spiritual and bodily virtues: by 

hunger, chirst, vigils, and other means .. . From fi.lrhy, passiooate desires 
are born bodi ly p.:iss,oos, that 1s, lusr. But from purity of soul and 
fasting with prayer, the mind is purified of filthy thoughcs a11d fan­
tasies. Through purity of miod che soul is. liberated from its passions 
aod is enlightened; and from purity of soul comes m.eocal sight. Uoless 
we ha,v.c purity of heart, mind, and soul, that is., passionl¢ss.ncss, che 
de.mol)s venture co enter into us, they disturb us and display in us de­
ccpuoo ( pre/est) in place of truth. For only by a pure heart, soul, and 
mind rnay che Mental Suo be contemplated. 

One muse apply onesdf with special diligence co fasting aod un­
ceasing prayer, so chat prayer may descend to the depths of tbi:: heart 
and purify it from the passions of the ·soul and body and enJighceo chc 
soul, bnnging deJiglu, assuagtment, and joy, and driving away filthy 
thoughts and mental f;incasies. When io such a way a mao's heart, mind, 
soul, and body are purified, grace comes to dwell in him; the door is 
closed co demons and passions, aod be begins co sense a spiritual sweec­
nc.ss. As long as the natural movements of the body are undiminished 
and arou.se io the heart sinful pleasure and prevent the bodily senses from 
being purified in this life; as long as the mind has not been liberated 
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from dark, filthy fantasies and the soul has not bee·n delivered from pas­
sions,-· for so long will the sweetness of grace fail to be awakened 10 a 
Olan, aod he wrll not perceive the Divine In his soul. . . 

The beginning of purity is non-acquiescence to s10 of mind, and 
its cod is mortification, a l:e1.ng dead to sin of body. Impurity of the 
heart consists of lustful p:easure and sinful excitement in the heart; im­
purity of tbe body, of a falling into sin in act .. Impurity ~f roiod con:.ists 
of filthy thoughts; and impurity of soul, of vanous passions of the soul, 
when the soul love.s something immoderately and is beguiled by it. 

If a person labors with hi.s body and achieves certain v1~tues, but 
neglects the ordering of h.is heart, does not fervently devote himself to 
mental activity (mindfu 'ness) and do!s not concern him~elf with sobriety 
of soul ,·· then he is like someone who ga-rhers with one hand and scat­
ters with the other; for bodily labors are o.oly the beginning of the spirit­
ual path, while internal sobriety of the heart, activ.ity of the mind,1 and 
an ordered soul arc its end. Bodily labors without internal ordering and 
mindfuloess are I ike dry lea\>es. therefore we neither reach ~rfec.tion 
nor receive grace if we do not know where to, begin the spiri~ual life, 
what constitutes its middle and its c:nd, and in,what coosis&s lhe essence 
and foundation cf the virtues; and until we realii e this we shalil condnue 
at one and the s~me time to labor and, to undo ,tl're r,sults of 0ur labor. 

Understand, 0 man, where the spiritual hfe begins, whence the 
virtues arise, and through what it is that (he· p.a.ssions find easy en.try 
into us; and then your soul will be soon enlightened. But w.ithout this 
beginning you will be sowing seed jato th.e sea, and it will always be 
wasted. 
l. 1.,., the Jesus Prayer (rrdns. n,tt) . 
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DEATH OF METROPOLITAN ANASTASY 

T he l\,fos t Blessed Mecropohcao Ana· 
stasy, Honorary Chai r man of the Synod 
and Council of Bishops and former FJrst 
Hierarch of che Russian Orchodo.x Church 
Outside of Russia, died on Saturday, May 
9 ( 22), at 8 :45 p.1n 10 hi~ re~ideoce ac t he 
Synod hui lding in Ne~v York City. 

Meer. Ana5t a~y died during the cele· 
bradon of t he All-night V1gil Servite at 
the Synodal Cat hedral. Meer Phtlare c, 
the chief celehrant, was t ailed co che 
bedside of che dying hier:ar cb, and him­
self read tbe concluding prayer of the ca· 
non recited "'on the depar t ure of the soul 
from the body, during whi,ch Metr. Aoa­
stasy died as Bishop Nektary n1ade the 
s.ign of t he Cro~s over bnn ~vi ch che mi­
raculous Kur, k icon of che l\,lother of 
God. Metr. Philarec retur ned co ch urch , 
conclu.ded the Vigil Service, and imme­
.diacely celebrated the tirsc requiem service 

for the deceased. Then, once more in che 
deceased 1-fcc.ropohran's cell , be celebra­
ted , together \vi ch bishops and clergy, 
the service read '".after t he deparcure of 
t.he soul. "' The ves t ing of the deceased 
hterarch 10 episcopal vescmencs fo l lowed, 
a tee oded by c be singing of the by mos of 
the Eas ter canon. Metr. Philaret t here­
u pon began che reading of cbe G ospel, 
a nd chis ""as continued by the cle~gy 
,vi t hout 1ocer:rupcioo. At2 a.m t he body 
of tl,i etr Anascasv was rransferred tO the 
Syood~l Cathedral. AU hierarchs of che 
Russi an Orch odox Church Ou cs,dc of Rus· 
sia \Vere oottf:ed of his death Burial was 
o n t he follo,v1ng day at t he Holy Trinity 
Monastery in J ordanvi lle, Nev., York. 

A biography of t1,1crr. Anascasy and a 
Life of his patron sain t will be contai ned 
io t he next issue of The Orthodox Word. 

FIRST STATE'V.fENT OF METROPOLITAN PBILAR.ET 
ON THE Af..1ER1CAN METROPOL IA 

On Sunday evening, J uoc 14 ~27), io 
Sao Francisco Meer. PhJlaret, who is no,v 
stayin g at h is sumn1er residence in Burlin­
game, Calif., delivered a brief but impor· 
lane address in which be for the first time 
publicly discuss.ed the question of the 
American Mecropolia and its relation to 
the Church Outside of Rt,ssia. The aJ ~ 
.dress was made at the conclusion of a 
solemn acathisc celebrated in the new 

Russian O.rthodox Cathedral in San Fran­
ci~co by visitin g hier:1rcbs and the entire 
clergy of the San Francisco area: to che 
visiting Kursk icon of the Mother ofG-od. 

The Me·cropolitao began his remarks 
by emphasizing the necessity of being tr ue 
to the spiritual tesra:meoc of the late 
Metr. Anastasy: faithfulness to the Rus• 
siao Orthodox Church Outside of Russia. 
There can be no change in the Church of 
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Christ, aod every faithful child of the 
Church muse uphold all her canons and 
craditioos; it is impossible either to mo­
dify or to abrogate .any of chem. . 

He had not previously spoken, said the 
Mertopolitao, of a ce.rtain matter, but 
cC'Cencunwarranted attacks on our Church 
and her hierarchs now made it nece~sary 
co speak of it. (We may supply ~ere the 
the context which the Metropolitan did 
not need to supply his audjence: the hier­
archs of the Church Outside of Russia 
have been accused of a lack of "charity" 
in refusing to rake any official noiice of 
the recent death of Meer. Leonty, head 
of the American Metropolia; in the view 
of these accusers, che difference betv:een 
the cwo Churches is o~er oo essential 
matter and is maintained 011ly because of 
petty personal animosities.) The Metro­
politan outlined briefly the history of th.: 
schism of the American M.ecropolia. The 
Church unity that prevailed from 1935 co 
1946 was broken in the latter year when 
the Mecropolia left the Mother Church, 
the Church Outside of Russia, and ap­
pealed to and accepted the "Patriarch" 

of Moscow as her legitin1ate head , Later, 
it is true, the Mecropolia found it im­
possible co accept the conditions itn posed 
by the "Patriarch" and she left the Pa­
triarchal Church, without, however, re­
turning co the Church Outside of Russia. 
The subsequently self-proclaimed "auto­
cephalicity" of the Mctropolia is unca­
nooical, being direc rJy opposed to the 
universal Orthodox practice governing 
the relation of a Mother Church to her 
daughter Churches. The Russian Church, 
for example, ,,vas for centuries in a state 
of dependence upon ber Mother Church 
in Constantinople, even when she had be­
come larger than the Mocher Church. It 
is the duty of the Metropolia, if she de­
sires to repair the schism, to petition to 
return to the Mother Church from which 
she cut herself off; only then can there 
be serious cal k of reunion. 

The remarks of che Metropolitan of­
fered a welcome clarity and preciseness 
co a subject tha c has been obscured in 
some circles by wishful chinking and 
simple ignorance. 

EASTER SER VICES IN THE USSR, 1965 

Characteristic of the Easter celebra­
tions this year io the USSR w.as an in­
crease in anti-religious demonstrations. 
In the Patriarchal Cathedral in Moscow 
the Church procession was met by drun­
ken hooligans, who threwstooes and at­
~m:pted, by indecent songs, guica,:-play-
1ng, and other means, to drown out the 
Easter h:ymos. Sotne drunken activists 

managed to get inside the Cathedral, but 
they were removed. The mounted militia 
attempted co preserve order aod keep hoo­
ligans out of the Cathedral, it being ob­
viousl y not in the interests of the govern­
ment to aJlO'w such a demoo:stratioo to 
be <seen by foreign diplomats and corre· 
spondents. 

Even coarser de1.nonstratioos occurred 
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a t the Ho ly Trinity Lavra of ~c. Sergius 
near Moscow. Crowds of drunken activ­
ists stoppe.d automobiles on the road from 
Moscow, subjecting the occupant~ (,many 
of them foreigners) co humiliations aoc\ 
indecent songs and aoc allowing chem co 
continue. At the monastery itself hooli­
gans interfered with the services in 
every way possible. 

At the \ ' ladi1nir Cathedral iu Kiev t he 
Church procession was ab.i.ndoned this 
year, io view of demonstrations in previ­
ous years. A group of 2000-3000 komso­
mol youth gathered outs.ide, and ,vhen 
they discovered there \vas to be: no pro­
cession they rried in their anger to break 
into the Cathedral. Several hundred drun­
ken youths of both sexes managed to do 
so; they sang their own songs during the 
service, replied co the greet ing of the 
clergy , "Christ is risen!" with \V1ld bel ­
lowing and catcalls , aod attempted ro 
knock believers down . A .group of 10 or 
15 attempted 10 break into the altar ro 
disrupt the services, but they ,,·ere pre­
vented from doing this. Despite all chis, 

the serv1c.es were oot interrupted for a 
single aunu te, the choir c.on ciouc.d co sing 
and believers co pray, pay1ogoo attention 
co t he hooligans and offcnog no re~is raoce 
to them. Afrer ao hour of ~uc.h distur­
bance5, tbe demon~t racors began gradu­
ally to disperse, so tha t the end of c.hc 
Elsrer services, the Di vine Liturgy it self, 
proceeded 1n peace. During this whole 
ti1ne the m.d it1a was nowhere ro be seen . 

It i~ difficult co say whether alJ these 
drunken demonstrations, 10 which kom­
somo l youth directly participated, were 
organized by che auchoricies themselves 
or onl y allowed by them, or were even 
the work of extremist atheist eleme.nt.s 
,vho ,vere dissatisfied with the tempo­
rary slackening of anti-religious persecu­
tions cb.at followed Khushcbev' s fall. 

Poser>, May 21, 1965 
Another source (Po.rev, l,..fay 7) indi­

cates rha t nearly half of the 15,COO al­
tending the service at the Holy Trinity 
Lavra w·cre youo.g people under 20, who 
stood with the rest of the congregation 
for the v;,hole fi ¥e hours of the sc:rvice, 

THE "CONVOCATION OF RELIGION FOR WORLD PEACE" 

lf the spiritual atmospbtre in tbe mid- A typically "religious" phenomenon 
20t.h century may be:: summed up in a, sin· of the times ,vas the "Convocation of 
gle phrase, perhaps it is this: spiritual Religion for World Peace" held on June 
fruits ,1re de~.ired without che spiritual 27 of this year in San Francisco,. in con. 
labors necessary co attain them. So it is neccion wit.h the sessions commemoratjng 
that the air 1s full of "religious" expres- the 20th anniversary of the founding of 
s.ions such as "peace," "brotherhood," che Unjced Nations. Hindu, Buddhist, 
"love/' which, owing to a universal ig- Moslem, Jewish, Protestant, Cacholic,-­
notan.ce or rejection of genuine spiritual and, regretrably, Orth.odox -- speakers 
life are seldom more than empty ,vords. discussed the "religious" foundation for 
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,vodd peace; interspersed " 'ere hymns 
of all fai ths sung by a 2000-voice "inter· 
faith' · choir. The Catholic Archbishop of 
Sao Francisco was chai rn1a,n; more than 
ro,oco people att<:oded. 

Al l speakers praised the high ideal of 
" peace .. ; all were at.one in following rhc 
"ecum.enisc" dictum: stress rhat ,vhich 
unites, not that which bi.vides. But 
what precjsely is it here that unites, 
and v.•hat that divides? 

What unites is, in tb.e Catholic Arch­
bishop's ,vords, .. the universal yearning 
of all mankind for just aod lasting 
peace"- that is to say, not something 
spc:cificalll{ Christian, but something 
" universal" and frankly worldly, ·some­
th.iog in \vhich the atheist persecutors in 
the USSR., who are included in every ecu­
mcnisr p:an, can also bel ieve. (The S:,viet 
ambassador to chc:Uniced Nations, while 
not attending the "Convocation," was 
invi ted to lunch before it by the Presby­
terian Church leaders who attended.) 
What primarily divides men, here as else­
where in t.he contemporary world, is -­
Christianity itself. 

The canons of the Orthodox Church 
forbid prayer and religious communion 
with heretics md schi~matics; h.ow much 
more, then, with adhet(OCS .of entirely 
alien religioos,iocludiog ooc( Buddhism) 
which believes in no God and whose 
followers are hence specifically subject to 
the lint of the arua:themas of Orchodoxy 
Sanday. Oi:chodo.x Christianity staods 
apa-rt from and opposed to every- one of 
d1.e world's religions; the Orthodox 

Church alone preaches the complete truth 
of Goel ·s purpose for man and provides 
thesufficientmeans for attaining it ; only 
in and through the Orthodox Church is 
eternal life in God, deification, possible. 
Ignorance or rejection of this truth and 
these means is not an indifferent matter; 
it is a m .. tter of spiritual li fe: or death, 
of salvation or damnation . 

The world and its religions re jeer this 
exclusive claim of the Orthodox Church. 
Is it possible, then, for an Orthodox 
Christian co stand with the very leaders 
of these religions '3nd, for the moment, 
"forg:c" what distinguishes and divides 
the Church of Christ from all ocher reli­
gions and agree up:in common "religious" 
aims that have nothing to do with sal­
acion? 

The religion of this "Convocatjoo" 
was ''religion-in-general", a religion of 
humanity concerned solely with earthly, 
human things, those "universal" worldly 
aspirations which, however elevated and 
desirable io themselves, have nothing to 
do w.ith Christianity and the Christian 
spirit'Ja! life. He who ceases, even for a 
m_oment, to preach salvation in Jesus 
Christ in order to support the aims of 
this "uo.iversal" religion, ce.ascs at that 
moment to be distinct frotn the world and 
its re.Jigioos, ceases, in a word, to be a 
Christian. 

Herc is only one more indication that 
c.ootemporary ecumenism--in ics · 'Ortho­
do.x' ' spokesmen no less th.an in others-­
is leaving the Church of Christ far 
behind. 
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NEW BOOKS 
EUSEBlUS: THE H.ISTOR Y Of THE CH.URCH 

FROM CHRIST TO CONSTANTI NE. Traos. 
by G . A. Williamson. Penguin Books, 
Baltimore, 1965. 429 pp. 

In Western Chriscendo1n the history 
of the Church has become, in recent cen­
turies, very largel y the province of ration­
alist cdcics. To read the ear:ies t Church 
history, that of Eusebius, an Orthodox 
bishop and friend of the Emperor Con­
stantine, is co return to che refreshing 
stream of genuine Church history .. the 
history o{ God's communion with men. 

Here we have not che preposterous in­
ventions and the elaborate rationalise 
philosophy devised by sophist icated cri­
tics anxious co prove chat God does not 
speak co men, that there: are no miracles 
aod no saints; bur rather so111ething of 
infioicely higher value : che careful com.­
pi lation of a rruscworrhy recorder and 
witness who kno,vs the meaair,g o r che 
acts he records because he possesses the 
true faith in the very God Who performs 
these ac ts. Tht history of th e: Church can 
onl l{ be ,vritcen and cao only be under­
stood by those ~vhosc: history it is: Or rho· 
clox Christians . 

The History of the Cb11rch is a book that 
was written and is intended co be Fead 
with piety and reverence. The Orthodox 
Christian r.eading this history cannot but 
be impressed wi th the awareness that i~ 
is b.is own history, the history of the Or­
thodox Christian people. He can suffer 
with them, weepwich them, rejoice with 

chem, praise God together with His 
saints and righceous ones. It is a book 
for the: faithful, fo r those who are not 
ashamed to weep ( and yet re joice) wi th 
the martyrs, io make the sign of 1he Croi s 
wirh reverence when reading o f one of 
God's miracles or outpourings of gra.<:e . 

After the New Testament itself there 
' is no better place to begin rhe study of 

the ear ly Ch urch than chis book , Th e 
chief events of early Christian history are 
describ~d in derail, often in rhe words of 
the actors themselves or of eyewitnesses, 
whose testimony i-s where possible repro­
duced at length. The chief bishops and 
wricers of the age are carefully listed and 
their boo.ks enumerated . Th.e principal 
heresies arc dcscrir.ed and condemned. 
Of everything interpreracion is made in 
accordance wi ch the God-inspired judg~­
ment of the Church; everywhere arc 
clearly di,ccrned rhc: primary elements 
of Chrisrian history invariably over­
looked by secular historians : the acdon 
of the HoJy Spiri t and ·the working of 
Divine Providence. 

One can only welcome the appearance 
i.n an inexpensive edition of this classic 
of Church history. The translation, by 
an English scholar, is eminently readable, 
and his unobrrus.ive notes art generally 
belpful. 

E1tgene RoJe. 

T he book reviewed here ,nay be p11rcha.1ed 
fratn ORTHODOX ClilR.ISTfA.N BOOKS & ICONS 
for $1.95. 
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