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PREFACE 

With this second part of Volume Two of Christ in Christian Tradition 
the real depiction of post-Chalcedonian christology up to the emergence 
of Islam begins. Our gaze is directed to the whole orbis christologicus in 
the period from 451 to roughly 620, at first to the orbis orientalis and 
then to the orbis occidentalis. We shall endeavour to grasp the unfolding 
of faith in Jesus Christ for each of the individual partial regions separately 
according to patriarchates and catholicates, in order to bring into view 
not only the unity in faith but also the peculiarity of the different 
Churches. Within the orbis orientalis we shall begin with the Patriarchate 
of Constantinople (Volume Two, Part Two); then there follow the 
Patriarchates of Jerusalem and Antioch; connected with these is the 
Armenian and Georgian history of christology for the period indicated. 
In addition there is the Persian Church (,Nestorians') outside the 
Byzantine Empire. These will be included together in Volume Two, Part 
Three. The depiction of the history of the post-Chalcedonian Church 
of Alexandria, together with Nubia and Ethiopia (Volume Two, Part 
Four), has already been published in German. Finally, the christology 
of the orbis christologicus occidentalis (between 451 and Gregory the Great 
(d. 604)) has already been researched to a great extent. 

Volume Two, Part Two has been produced with the collaboration of 
Dr Theresia Hainthaler, who also prepared the manuscript of the German 
text on a wordprocessor, proof-read and edited it. She participated as 
well in the research itself, especially in this volume where the end of 
the Justinianic era was concerned. The Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft 
made this collaboration of Dr Hainthaler possible from 1986 to 1991. 
Up to 1986 it financed the collaboration of Dr H.-J. Hohn; some sections 
of the results of his research can be published here. We are very grateful 
for this support. From 1991 onwards the collaboration of Dr Hainthaler 
has been financed by the North German Province of the Jesuits, for 
which we are also extremely grateful. For generous financial support we 
thank the British Province of the Jesuits, especially Fr Ennis SJ (Province 
Treasurer), and also Dr Bernhard Duvenbeck, Bad Homburg. 

The present English translation of Volume Two, Part Two, which 
has been checked and authorized by us, was again undertaken by 
Professor Pauline Allen and John Cawte. This was all the more 
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important as Pauline Allen, in her Byzantine research, covers the same 
period handled here. Her specialized knowledge enabled her to master the 
difficult problems of translation and to find the exact expression. John 
Cawte, a lecturer in philosophy, was equally able to conceptualize the 
difficult subject-matter and translate in a very careful and precise way. 
We extend our sincere thanks to them both. 

This volume is dedicated, as the German edition has already been, 
to Cardinal Franz Konig, retired Archbishop of Vienna, and to Pro 
Oriente, the foundation established by him; both are promoters of 
ecumenical dialogue with the Churches of the East. 

Frankfurt am Main, 2 February 1993 Aloys Grillmeier SJ 
on the Feast of Hypapante (Presentation of the Lord) 
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ORBIS CHRISTOLOGICUS 451-604 

INTRODUCTION 

In terms of theology and ecclesiastical politics the years between 451 and 
604, namely between Chalcedon and the year Pope Gregory the Great 
died, are dominated by the Fourth Ecumenical Council. They represent 
the frrst epoch of its subseguent history, which attains its climax and 
special form in the era of Justinian. The Council of Chalcedon was 
definitively acknowledged by the Church of the Latin West; in the East 
by the Patriarchate of Constantinople, by almost half of the Patriarchate 
of Antioch and by the majority of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem. In con­
trast it was recognized by only a minority in Alexandria, to whose sphere 
of influence the large regions of the Sudan and Ethiopia belonged. 

The efforts to maintain or re-establish the unity of the Church on the 
basis of Chalcedon were all the more futile the more the opponents of 
the Council could either seize the existing ecclesiastical structures or 
create new ones. Soon after 431 the Nestorians were driven out of 
imperial territory. Although Chalcedon seemed to offer the possibility 
of their reconciliation with the Great Church, this hope was not fulfilled. 
Thus the Church of Nestorius arose. In Syria, within the imperial 
territory, the so-called Jacobite (Syrian Orthodox) Church was 
organized. The activity of the monk Jacob (born c. 490, died 578) was 
decisive here. His epithet was Burd'ana, the ragged one or the beggar. 
In Constantinople in 542/543, at the request of the Ghassanids and with 
the contrivance of the Empress Theodora, he was ordained as the bishop 
of Syria. This Church expanded beyond the borders of the Empire into 
Persian Mesopotamia. 

Under Patriarch Paul of Beit Uk kame (564-577) there was a tem­
porary convergence with Chalcedon. However, it was precisely at this 
time that the two lines of patriarchs in Syria came to exist, the Old­
Oriental Syrian and the Chalcedonian-Byzantine hierarchies. From 551 
there was also a Jacobite see for the Arabs. The anti-Chalcedonian 
propaganda had also reached Armenia, which had already adopted the 
Henoticon of Zeno with approval. At the Synod of Ovin (506/507 and 
552) the Armenian Church had professed Severan christology, rejecting 
that of Julian of Halicarnassus. Together with the Armenian hierarchy 



2 CHRIST IN CHRISTIAN TRADITION 

at the Synod of Dvin (506/507). Georgia had accepted the Henoticon. 
About 600. however, the Georgian Catholicos. Cyrius, split with the 
Armenians and accepted the Council of Chalcedon with a strong leaning 
towards Byzantium. The heaviest loss for the Chalcedonian imperial 
Church occurred with the decision of the Patriarch of Alexandria against 
the Fourth Council. W e have already followed the development of this 
struggle to the year 518. Through his flight to Egypt in 518 Patri­
arch Severus of Antioch became there an immensely powerful Icsis­
tance figure and was the symbol of opposition to the Fourth Council. 
This opposition was so persistent that the anti-Chalcedonian hierarchy 
could definitively establish itself beside that of the Melkite Patriarch 
Paul of Tabennisi (538-540). who was loyal to Chalcedon. This anti­
Chalcedonian hierarchy considered itself as the only legitimate heir of 
the Patriarchate. Thus from that time on there were two separate 
ecclesiastical administrations and even two separate Churches. 1 The 
condemnation of Patriarch Severus at the Synod of Constantinople in 536 
completed this development. 

This extrinsic process in church history has already been well 
investigated and may be presupposed as explained. Thus we are able to 
concentrate entirely on the depiction of the christological movement 
itself. Its first clearly defined epoch is the period from 451 to 604, the 
year Pope Gregory died. especially as far as the Latin West is concerned. 
But also in the East with these first years of the seventh century there 
was a noteworthy pause, until the appearance of Muhammad heralded 
a new era. In this way the first phase of post-Chalcedonian christology 
received a recognizable unity. Even so. we can also establish a clear 
division between 451 and 604. In the first period which we have already 
described. the question of the reception or non-reception of the Fourth 
Council was at the forefront of the discussion. 518 marks a change. and 
the Renoticon era is over. Between 451 and 500, besides the question of 
the reception. whatever occurred in the factual christological discussion 
could also be treated without special effort in the context of this exposi­
tion. The reader will recall the names of Leo I, Gelasius I or Patriarch 
Gennadius of Constantinople. The strife about the Henoticon in no way 
intended to place the positive proper statement of the Chalcedonian 
formula in the forefront. On the contrary. Indeed. it was passed over 
in silence. In the struggle to develop Chalcedonian christology this could 
only be a disadvantage. Linguistic and conceptual reflection on the 

1. C. D. G. Muller. Geschichte der orietllalischen Nationalkirchen (Gottingen. 1981). 327; cf. J. 
Maspero. Histoire des patriarches d'Alexandrie (Paris. 1923). 135-81. 
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formula of faith of 451 was condemned to a standstill. 
In the last decade of the Renoticon era, nevertheless, the foundation 

for the new had already been laid. However much the battle against the 
detested Council of 451 inflamed the monk Severus, who from 508 to 
511 dwelt in Constantinople for that purpose, now opponents appeared 
who directly compelled discussion of the language and doctrine of the 
formula of two natures, bypassing completely the conciliar policies of 
Emperor Anastasius I. We are fortunate that, in the extant polemical 
theological work of Severus arising from the altercations with his 
opponents, the whole spectrum of christological positions is sketched 
which (more or less - modified or expanded) persists throughout the 
whole of the sixth century. Three of the victims of his polemic belonged 
to the Chalcedonian camp, while two adhered to the anti-Chalcedonian 
one. In this settling of accounts, which tolerated no concessions, Severus 
himself became the father of the 'Severan' christology which was 
named after him. 'Severan' means without exception 'Cyrillian'. Severus 
Antiochenus - Gyrillus Alexandrinus redivivus! Yet the copy, when con­
trasted with the original, will exhibit quite a few highlighted lines and 
a selective narrowing of the picture of Christ. Thus there is good reason 
to pursue in a detailed analysis Severus the polemicist in his reckoning 
with his individual opponents and, in doing this, to determine the con­
tent of the opposing positions. Altogether, then, we are dealing with 
the period between 508 and 528, that is, to the year in which the works 
of the Patriarch that we want to analyse were translated into Syriac and 
thus were completed. The predominantly thematic altercation between 
Chalcedon and Severus lasted, however, at least until 536, the year of 
the condemnation of the Patriarch and his flight to Egypt, which occur­
red shortly before this. What follows after 536 can - without great 
effort, some variations being noted - be placed in the framework which 
had been created by Severus and his opponents on both the Chalcedonian 
as well as on the anti-Chalcedonian side. The rest of the Justinianic era 
had expanded this framework but had not breached it. For even such 
noteworthy affairs as the Origenists' dispute and the condemnation of 
the Three Chapters, with the Second Council of Constantinople (553) 
as the culmination, only promoted that neo-Chalcedonian conciliatory 
theology which had first become evident in the struggle with Severus. 

Even though we are capable of grasping completely the christological 
development between Chalcedon and the death of Gregory the Great in 
the way just indicated, nevertheless from this analysis not all of the light 
and shade in the sixth century picture of Christ in the East and West 
would be visible. For in the first instance we have been concerned with 
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elevated theology. Even if this speculative conceptual discussion furnishes 
the main lines of the picture of Christ of such a group, still the particular 
colour tone has not been captured. One need only think of the difference 
between the Christus gloriae of the East and the Christus patiens of the 
West, as the history of art presents this. To enter into this aspect will 
not be possible in this work. However, it is precisely in the sixth century 
that the multiplicity of Byzantine hymns offers a rich substitute for this, 
as do homilies and the liturgy. 

In the period with which we are concerned, the form of the Latin 
West, emerging from the turmoil of the barbarian invasions, becomes 
visible to a great extent for the first time. In the East, however, on one 
side Byzantium and Palestine develop as predominantly Chalcedonian 
regions, whereas on the other Syria, Armenia and Egypt with the Sudan 
and Ethiopia develop as Severan churches; finally, in Persia Nestorian 
theology and the Nestorian Church attain great significance. Everywhere 
it was the question of how Christ is to be understood that still taxed 
people's minds. Before the invasion of the Arabs the Orbis christianus 
presented itself in singular wholeness as Orbis christologicus, the last vision 
that history allowed. Hence it appears mandatory not to destroy this 
vision in our presentation by proceeding according to systematic themes, 
but rather to allow it to light up during a comprehensive, if arduous, 
research journey, region by region. Perhaps then the result will be that 
Christianity was more at one in its faith in Christ than it itself was 
conscious of in the confusion of the conflict. 

First, then, we will wander through the Orbis christologicus orienta lis , 
from patriarchate to patriarchate, and finally we shall devote ourselves 
to the Orbis christologicus occidentalis in its entirety. 



THE PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE (500-600) 

PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATION 

Our purpose is to push forward, &om the historical regions of the 
patriarchates as these had been established definitively in the East in 
451, to an understanding of the faith in Christ held by the Old­
Oriental/Orthodox Churches, which formed themselves out of these in 
the sixth century, and of the Nestorian Church, which had been 
separated since Ephesus. Certainly we would rightly begin in Constan­
tinople. 1 Before its gates, across the Sea of Marmara, lay Chalcedon 

1. The following works provide comprehensive information about Constantinople as a patriar­
chate: H.-G. Beck, Kirche "lid t},eologische Literaluf. 60-92; 156-88 (on the hierarchical structure 
of the PAtriarchate); R. Potz. Palriarch lind SYllode j" KOt/slam/t/opel, DIu Vtrj'asm,rgrrechl des 
IIkumenls,heli Palriarc},1l1S = Kirche "lid Rtc/rl 10 (Vienna, 1971). 17-21; H.-J. Schulz and P. 
Wiertz. 'Die Orthodoxe Kirche [Okumenisches Patriarchat), in W . Nyssen, H.-J. Schulz and 
P. Wiel1.z (eds}, Halrdh'lch Jt( OslklrchellkulIJt, Vol. I (Dusseldorf. 1984). 13-17: J. 
DaIl'ouz~s. Nolitiac IlpiscoJlllluum ecclesr'af COlistanlillopo/itQllae. Texte critiqlle. IlIlrodllclioll e/ notes 
(Pacil, 1981): M. Le Quien, Oritlls clrrUliartus In 'II/ow/or po/rind'llllls dlgesllU I (Paris. 1740; new 
impression Graz, 1958). 1-350; G. Fedalto. Bitrarchia Ecclesinstlea Orimla/is. I. Patriarchaills COlt· 

starrtl,rppo!ila/JIIS (Padua, 1988). On the title 'Ecumenical Patriarch' see H.-G. Beck, K;"Jre WillI 

theologlsc1lt Uleraillr, 63 with literature; R. Pot'Z, op. cit., 29: this expanded title was fust used 
by John tv Nesteutes (582- 595) on the occ3.sion of a synod towards the eud of 587. John IV 
used this occasion tp attempt 'to contrast his Plltri.1rchal see to tbe other three sees and to make 
it an oecumenical one, which in essence was primarily intended to say that he was the imperial 
Patriarch' (ibid.). Thus it was a mmer of extending the imperial statll$ of tbe Patriarch. OrigimUy 
the development in the East proceeded differently . There were five ecclesiastical admini~trative 
units which corresponded to the political organization: Egypt, Orieos. Asia. Thrace and Pontus. 
Par this reason the bishops of Alexandria and Antioch possessed old customary rigbts to their 
respective regions. The fust Churches of the other three units. namely Epbesus in Asia, Heracleia 
in Thrace and Caesarea ·in Pontus, either could not acquire such prerogatives or cO\,lld acquire 
them only in a restricted manner. Constantinople appeared alongside tbem 3S a sixth unit, with 
a bishop at the top, 'who in precedence, as second behind the bishop of Old Rome, now comes 
before the bishops of the other Oriental dioceses' (ibid., 20). On the basis of the old division 
Constantinople thus had neither 3 patriarchal territory nor 3 rnIltropolitan one witb suffragallS 
attacbed to it. In the period before the Council of Cbalccdon there emerged 'an institution wbich 
would be of great significance for the future of the episcopal see. This is the SylJodol elrdel/lOllSn, 
a synod whose composition was not predetermined by tbe ordinary ecclesiastical constitution 
... Corresponding to the nAme, the bisbops, who at the time were sojourning (trrdemOllllles:) 
in the capital. participated. Th.is synod convened ooly very seldom; it is an extraordinary element 
of tbe ecclesiastical constitution which arose througb custom' (Ibid .• 21). Originally it had little 
to do with the episcopal throne. but in contrast more to do with the Emperor. who, depending 
upon the occasion. could for serious reasons summon together the bishops who were residing 
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itself. If a patriarchate were called upon to confess Ghalcedonian faith, 
then it was the Ecumenical Patriarchate. It preserved it and passed it on 
to the Greek national Church, which only evolved in the nineteenth 
century.2 Immediately after the Fourth Council its main territory and 
its ecclesiastical future still lay in Asia Minor. The loss of this territory 
through the advance of the Seljuks and the halosi.s by the Turks in 1453 
prepared the end of this Asian-Chalcedonian Church, which into the 
eleventh century had constituted the centre of the Byzantine Empire. It 
was in the sixth century with Emperor Justinian that it attained its acme. 
There is a particular fascination in researching faith in Christ in this 
era.) From the ecclesial viewpoint this large area between Byzantium 
and Antioch contained all of the great conciliar sites of the Imperial 
Church from 325 (Nicaea I) to 787 (Nicaea II). Against such a row of 
historically significant synods and sites, every other patriarchate. Rome 
included, had to retreat. What a future Greek-speaking Christianity 
could await - beyond the Patriarchate of Constantinople! Already from 
325 the name of Christ was central to this future. It was not for nothing 
that in Chalke in the atrium of his palace, which was fitted with bronze 
doors, Emperor Constantine ordered that a statue of Christ be erected. 4 

It also signified a programme when Emperor Zeno (474/475; 476-491) 
characterized the Eastern capital as mater nostrae pietati.s et christianorum 
orthodoxae religiottis omnium.5 With this phrase he expressed the self-

right there at the court. It was only natural that the presidency of the synod fall to the bishop 
of Constantinople. 'With the constant participation of the bishop of Constantinople ~nd because 
naturally there was a greater proportion of bisbops from sees surrounding the capital, the SynoJor 
tllJemousa quickly acquired the chmcter of II synod of the bishop of Constantinople' (ibid .• 22). 
On the basis of this development one can appreciate that the Ecumellical1'atriarcb had a com· 
pletely different relationship to the Greek-speaking Church thJln, for l:Xample, his Alexandrian 
colleague to his regioo, which on account of its nature lIod history was ~o closed. 

2. On this see P. Charanis, 'On [he Question of the Byzantine Church into a National Greek 
Churcb', ByZQlllillQ 2 (1982), 97- 109. The link between the Byzantine 'Rhomaeans' is, aooording 
to Charanls, not ethnic continuity, but Greek language and culture and, let 1JS add, also the 
continuation of Chalcedonian faith . Cf. H.-J. Schulz, 'Die Ausformung der Ort.hodoxie im 
byzantinischen Reich', in HOlldllllch tkr OrtitirclrtlllmllJe, Vol. I (Dibseldorf, 1984) , 49- 132 (with 
literature). 

3. Por the period 6()()"'800 see CCT m. A help for understanding the Greek Orthodox Church 
is offered by the work of H.-G. Beck, Kircht ulld IlltO/ogische Litera/llr, and subsequently G. Pod­
skalsky, GriecMsche The%gie /" drr Zeit der TUrkenlrmsc/rnJt (1453-1821). Die Orthodoxle im Spall' 
lIulIgsfeld deT IMchrejorlllalori.sciletl Korifessiot.tn des Werlell1 (Munich, 1988). The unfolding of the 
orthodox theology of this period i1 Illustrated in the second major pan of the work, devoted 
to the history of theology, using over a hundred authors as examples. 

4. See H. Hunger, Relc}. der "eunl Mille. Der cI,ris/IIe/,e Geist der byzmrlillischell Kullu, (Graz. 
Vienna, Cologne, 1965), 47. This work offers In an outstandiug fashion a total picture of that 
development, which here we want to consider only for the fl.tlt epoch of the post-Ch:Ilcedonian 
period, with the Justinian era in the centre. 

5. Cod. lust. 1.2, 16 [a. 477]: Kniger, 14. 
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awareness of Christian Constantinople. 'As the Jews were the chosen 
people of God in the Old Covenant, so the Byzantines conducted 
themselves as the chosen people of God in the New Covenant. That was 
the incontestable principle of their state constitution and world-view.'6 

The city on the Bosporus was thus not only a city 'protected by God' 
but also the 'chosen city' of God. 7 Such a claim was calculated not only 
to surpass the status of the other Eastern Churches, but also to restrict 
Rome's claim of priIl12cy. 

History appears to confirm this trend. Within the period we are 
concerned with (451- 604)8 there occurred events which Signified a 
change for the Eastern Empire and consequently also for the Patriarchate 
of Constantinople. The Western Empire ended in 476 with the sack of 
Rome by Odoacer.9 The rule of Byzantium was restricted to the 
Eastern Mediterranean and the East. The significance of the Church of 
Constantinople, however. increased with this clear shift of the centre 
of the Empire to the Bosporus. Indeed Justinian I achieved a temporary 
recapture of Italy. Africa and southern Spain. Of this Ienewal of the old 
Roman Empire the invasion of the LombaIds into Italy (568) and of the 
Slavs into the Balkans (c.580) left for Byzantium only the exarchates of 
Carthage and Ravenna, together with southern Italy and Sicily, and 

6. H. Hunger. op. cit .• 52-3. BYl1.llutium me-asures itself not only by Rome, but also by 
JcroS3lero. The vita of Daniel the Stylite reports this. When he wanted to move into the Holy 
Land in order to live there on a pillar. he was referred through the vision of a holy man to 
'the second Jerusalem. with the name Constantinople'. Cf. R. A. MarkUJ, Christiallily ill lire 
Romarr World (London, 1974). 168-9; H. Delehaye, Les saillts stylites = S'lbsHag 14 (Brussels, 
Paris. 1923), p. XL VI and S. [Jim/e/u stylittlt Vitti lIlItiquiar, no. 10, 12, 10-16 (Delehaye). We 
shall cncowlter the idea of the 'new Jerusalem' with a strange j\lstification in the Bthiopic imperial 
Church, whose kings are ready to find their point of contact. together with Byzantium. in 
Jerusalem. 

7. H. Hunger, op. cit., 53, who refers to Theodoro$ Prodromos (twelfth century). 
8. The Byzantine era 3S a whole u divided into the 'eady Byzantine' epoch (from the founding 

of Constantinople to the beginning of the Arabian invllSion 1634j), the 'middle Byzantine' epoch 
(634-1071). and the 'late Byzantine' period (1204-1453) . Cf. E. Komemann. Weltgescl'khte des 
Mille/murrar/mes. Von Philipp II. 11011 Makedonierr bit Muhllmmed, ed. H. Beugt-son (Munich, 1967), 
893-947 (ILLS: From the Collapse of the Western Empire to the Death of Jusrini:m ... ); 947-75 
(m.6: From the Death of Justinian to the Victory of the Arabs ... ): H.-G. Beck, OilS byztllf' 
lillucllt Jnlrrtausflld (Munich, 1978), 29-32: 'Epochs of Byzantine Histo£}": K.·H. Uthemann, 
art. 'Byzanz', io BlCL, 610-16. 

9. On the significance of tbis year see the literature in G. Weiss, ByZtlflz = HistZ Sonderhefte 
14 (Munich, 1986). seotion 4.7.2, 39-41. Also H.-G. Beck, OtiS byzantinische julJrtallserrd 
(M\lnioh, 1978). 28-9: 'Receotly the reactions of the East to these events have been carefully 
collated. The impression remains thJlt here, in contrast to the West, one did not believe that 
30 apocalyptic event h:Jd to be confirmed. Regret was there, but one would almost like to believe 
that relief was greater.' Cf. A. Dom~ndt. Del' Fall Roms. Dlt AJif/iisulIg d~s r/Jmiscllell Reic/le5 
im Urteil der Nachwelt (Munich, 1984). 
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Thessaloniki in Greece. tO In order to determine the unique contribu­
tion of this Patriarchate to christology, we must first clarify certain 
presuppositions. 

1. The Christianization of the capital and the Asian region 

We will take over some of the conclusions from the research on this 
topic. 11 This research indicates facts which can provide information on 
the state of Christianization. Such facts are: (a) the necessity of imperial 
edicts against paganism even well into the sixth century t2 and the 
completion of processes against pagans in 529, 546 and 562;13 (b) the 
closing of the academy of Athens in 529 by Emperor Justinian, which 
was linked to a general ban on philosophical education and juridical 
instruction by pagans. Both of these tasks were to be reserved for Chris­
tians and state officials. The teachers who had been dismissed in Athens 
moved at first with Damascius, the head of their academy, to the court 
of the Persian King, Chosroes I. After the disillusioning failure of this 
exodus they found acceptance in Byzantium in 532, as the historian 

10. See E. Kornemann, Weltgeschichte des Mittelmeerraumes (above n. 8), 859-975, also maps 
X and XI. 

11. Cf. J. Geffcken, Der Ausgang des griechlsch-romlschen Heidentums (Heidelberg, 1920), 
189-92; W. E. Kaegi, 'The Fifth-Century Twilight of Byzantine Paganism', Classica et 
Mediaevalia 27 (1966), 243-75. In this article, 249, Kaegi comments with regard to the fifth 
century: 'Theod.osius I did not eradicate paganism. Pagans did constitute a substantial minority 
of the population in the eastern provinces of the Roman Empire. In my estimation, at the beginn­
Ing of the [fifth} century pagans comprised somewhere between 10 per cent and 30 per cent 
of the population. while by 500 they appear to have di.minished to no more than 1 per cent 
or 2 per cent and perhaps even less than that.' This can be regarded as the situation in our time­
span. However, see the reservations in K. Holl. Gesammelte Aujsatze zur Kirchengeschichte, II. 
Der Osten (Tilbingen, 1928), 245-7. Similarly H.-G. Beck, Geschichte der orlhodoxen Kirche im 
byzantinlschen Reich (Gottingen. 1980), 47-51; idem, Das byzantinlsche jahrtausend, 260-2, on 
paganism in Byzantium, where it reads in conclusion: 'The Empire in the sixth century was 
clearly not yet totally christianized [p.261} ... Despite everything, the Christian faith must 
be reckoned with as being typically the dominating form' (262). Important is the study of G. 
Dagron, 'Le christianisme dans la ville byzantine', DOP 31 (1977), 3-25, with reference to D. 
Claude, Die byzantinlsche Stadt im 6. jahrhutldert (Munich, 1969). On the following see J. Irm­
scher, 'Paganismus im Justinianischen Reich'. Klio 63 (1981), 683-8. 

12. Cf. J. Irmscher, ibid., 684-5: decrees from the year 527 (Cod. lust. 1.5, 12: Kruger, 53-5). 
According to Irmscher, paganism lived particularly in the old 'large land-holding senate aristo­
cracy'. In the earlier bans on careers (Cod. lust. 1.5, 18: preamble) teachers were also expressly 
included (Cod. lust. 1.11, 10, 2: Kruger, 64). 

13. See I. Rochow, 'Die Heidenprozesse unter den Kaisem Tiberios III. Konstantinos und 
Maurikios' in BBA Vol. 47 = Studien z. 7. jh. in Byzanz (Berlin, 1976), 120-30. In the trials 
of pagans in the years 579-582, the majority involved baptized Christians, particularly from the 
higher public service class, who had fallen back into paganism and for this reason were con­
demned to death (ibid., 125). 
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Agathias reports;14 (c) the personal politics of Justinian in his work of 
restoration in Constantinople. Paramount significance was attributed to 
the jurist Tribonian, then still a pagan, about whom his contemporary, 
Hesychius Illustrius, wrote: 'This Tribonian was a pagan and godless 
and the Christian faith was completely alien to him. '15 Apart from this 
jurist we encounter John of Cappadocia, a lukewarm Christian, who 
had been made head of the imperial administration. 16 The jurist John 
Laurentius Lydus also displayed an ambiguous attitude, for although he 
was a Christian, he advocated Neoplatonic and teratological ideas. 17 
Concerning the personality of Procopius of Caesarea and his Christianity 
there has also been a lengthy debate without clearly unequivocal solutions 
being found. 18 To be noted, however, is the fact that besides the 
relatively small number of men of the type described, Justinian also found 
collaborators and propagandists in circles that were clearly clerically 
orientated, among whom in particular was the deacon of Hagia 
Sophia. 19 Finally, we can also indicate that the Emperor was not 
satisfied with the state of Christianization which he found at the time 
when he came to the throne, but demanded further missionary effort. 
To this task he appointed a significant man, namely John of Ephesus, 
who indeed was no supporter of Chalcedon, but who in loyalty to the 
Emperor fulfilled his stipulation to lead the pagans to Chalcedonian faith. 
According to Michael the Syrian, allegedly 70,000 pagans were converted 
to Christianity. 20 Later we shall have to discuss the missionary effort in 
the Sudan. 

14. Agathias, Hist. 2, 30 and 31: Niebuhr. See J. Innscher, 'Die geistige Situation der 
Intdliget12 irn Zeitalter J\.Istinians', in P. Altbeirn and R . Stiehl, Die Ara~r ill atr AltllII Well 
IV (Bedln, 1967) (334- 62), 349-51. The closed academy of Atbern and the paganism advocated 
by it bad 'for some time become quite insignificant, 50 that tbe Emperor could allow lenience 
to prevail'. Thus J. Innscher, Klio 63 (1981). 685. 

15. SlIitiae Lexico", s. n. TplpwVlavb<; : A. Adler, Vol. 4 (Leipzig, 1935), 588; J. Irmschcr, 
'Christlicbes und Heidnisches in der Literatur der justinianischen Zeit' . Revllt dts Eludes sud·tSI 
europeennes 18 (1980) (85-94), 87. 

16. J. Irmscher, art. cit., 88. 
17. Ibid., 88-9. According to Irmscher, the view of history OOOM Laurentius was determined 

solely by the developments of Roman history. In this pagan and Christian were combined. 
18. Ibid., 89-91. 
19. On this see R. Frobne, Agapetus Diaconus. Untersuchungen zu den Quellen und zur 

Wirkungsgeschichte des ersten byzalliinuchell Furstellspiegels (Di s~. Tabingen, 1985). As sources, 
pagan and Cbristian works are named, particularly the speeches of !socrates and the corpus of 
letters of Isidore of Pelusium. On the significance of this corpus and its compilers for ecclesiastical 
life in Byzantium at that time, see R. Riedinger, art. 'Akoimeten', in TRE 2, 151£. 

20. See CCT Il/l, Ad Fontes, 36-7, with the dates oOohn's life according to E. Honigmann, 
in opposition to J. Irmscher, Klio 63 (1981), 683-8. 
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2. The leading forces of theology in Byzantium in the 
sixth century 

As is the case with every capital of a country, so the city on the Golden 
Horn also required a constant flow of intellectual forces from the pro­
vince of the Patriarchate and from the whole Empire to be able to satisfy 
the demands of the Empire and the Imperial Church. A particular 
impulse for this was not really needed, but rather the flow had to be 
slowed down and there had to be careful selection. At that time people 
wandered considerably to and fro in the whole Empire, and the attrac­
tion of Constantinople for bishops, priests, monks and ascetics was 
well known. Naturally this attraction also took hold of lay people, 
whether Christian or pagan. Let us adduce some of the more famous 
names: Agathias from Myrina in Asia Minor (536-582), John Laurentius 
Lydus from Philadelphia, and John of Ephesus; furthermore Anthemius, 
the co-founder of the new Hagia Sophia after the old had been destroyed 
in 532 on the occasion of the Nika riot; Paul the Silentiary,21 and 
above all Procopius of Caesarea, the historian and adviser to General 
Belisarius.22 

Of particular interest to us are the theologians. Only a few names can 
be adduced if Byzantium is to be either their place of birth or their 
adopted city. In searching for theologically more significant figures 
among the patriarchs between 451 and 600 we soon exhaust the list. 
Only Gennadius (458-471) and Eutychius (552-565; 577-582)23 appear 
worth mentioning as the authors of larger works. In the turmoil of the 
years of the strife concerned with the Henoticon under Emperor 
Anastasius I and then in the Justinianic era, it was difficult for a leader 
of the Church of the capital to gain status theologically and in terms 
of ecclesiastical politics. In the power triangle - Pope, Emperor, 
Patriarch - it was the last who was the quickest to be ground down, 
as especially the lot of the above-mentioned Eutychius will indicate. The 
office of safeguarding orthodoxy to which the Patriarch was entitled -
this office being especially relevant at the profession of faith by new 

21. Cf. J. Innscher, 'Die geistige Situation der Intelligenz im Zeitalter Justinians' in F. 
Altheim and R. Stiehl, Die Araber in der Alten Welt IV, 357-9; P. Friedlander, Johannes von 
Gaza und Paulus Silentiarius (Leipzig. 1912). 

22. See B. Rubin. Prokopios lion Kaisareia (Stuttgart. 1954). also published in PWK. 
Vol. XXIII. 1 (Stuttgart. 1957). 273-599; J. Irmscher, art. cit., 345-9. 

23. On Patriarch Gennadius see CCT 11/1, 166-72; on Patriarch Eutychius see CPG 6937; 
6940; Grumel. Regestes 12

, nos. 244-249. 260-263. Somewhat more numerous are the 
patriarchs whose importance lies in the area of ecclesiastical politics. Their activity was considered 
in CCT 11/1 and will also be considered here. 
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emperors on the occasion of ascending the throne - could only seldom 
come to expression. For the group of theologians from the class of priests 
and monks there are also only a few names of significance that can be 
cited in the fifth and sixth centuries. 24 It will take some effort to assign 
the leading figure among them, Leontius of Byzantium, to the capital. 
Even if he was really a Byzantine, as his epithet indicates, the Imperial 
City on its own, however, did not form him. He found his role in the 
sixth century only after twice having transferred from there to Palestine 
and back. 2s The encounters which were formative for him undoubtedly 
occurred in the Holy Land. His works were composed, it would seem, 
only in the short period between 543 and 544 in the Imperial City.26 
Despite all of the positive things that we will record, he was not the 
sole peak of theology before Maximus the Confessor, as some have 
attempted to represent him. Admittedly we have to accept that in 
Constantinople itself a great deal of theological work was done. But for 
this purpose there was no proper academy. Theology could be learned 
by way of non-academic instruction in individual contacts or in monas­
teries. In general, in the Ecumenical Patriarchate from the Bosporus to 
Syria below, there was nothing that corresponded to the schools as these 
existed in Antioch and Beirut, or then in Gaza and Alexandria, and 
beyond the borders of the Empire among the East Syrians. 27 

For our period particular significance is attached to monasticism. 28 

24. Apart from Leontius of Byzantium (CPG 6813-6820). CPG III indicates only a few names 
with the denotation Constantinopolitanus, if we do not take the patriarchs into account; the 
works of those named, moreover, are hardly of significance for christology. 

25. On the tension 'Constantinople-Jerusalem' see G. Dagron. 'Les moines et la ville', 
TrallMbn 4 (1970) (229-76), 260-1; idem, DOP 31 (1977), 6. 

26. Thus B. E. Daley in the introduction to his Leontius edition. 
27. See H. Hunger, Reich der neuen Mitte, 299-369, especially 345-55: The university system. 

In the curriculum of the university, which according to Hunger can compete with Western 
teaching in the thirteenth century, there was only one faculty missing - theology. In spite of 
the significance which in many ways was attached to theology in Byzantium, it was also in 
later centuries seldom the object of instruction. 'For a theological college there are to be found 
now as ever no direct witnesses; if a Byzantine speaks of one, he adduces the Syrian city of 
Nisibis as an example of a theological college' (349), with reference to F. Fuchs, Die hliheren 
Schulen lion Konstantinopel im Millelalter = Byz. Archill 8 (Leipzig, Berlin, 1926), 5. 

28. Cf. H. Bacht, 'Die Rolle des orientalischen MOnchtums in den kirchenpolitischen 
Auseinandersetzungen urn Chalkedon (431-519)" in Chalkedon II, 193-314; D. J. Chitty, The 
Desert a City (Oxford, 1966), in which, however, monasticism in Constantinople is in the 
background in comparison with that of Egypt and Palestine; d. 123-42. See as well H. Hunger, 
op. cit., 229-98: Monasticism and asceticism as shaping forces. For Constantinople d. 255-61, 
266-85. Those who came from monasticism to the patriarchal throne included Atticus (406-425), 
Nestorius (428-431), Eutychius (552-565, 577-582), among others; H.-G. Beck, Das byzan· 
tinische Jahrtausend, 207-31. where on 214-22 critical statements are also made about Eastern 
monasticism; idem, Geschichte der orthodoxen Kirche im byzantinischen Reich (GOttingen, 1980), 
43-7. 
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Since the middle of the fifth century the monastery of the Sleepless 
Monks of Eirenaion, which was situated opposite Sosthenion in the 
middle Bosporus, had become a significant spiritual and intellectual 
centre. 29 When the patrician Studios planned the foundation of a new 
monastery, he turned to the Sleepless Monks and requested monks and 
a religious rule. The monastery of Marcellus thus received the role of 
being a mother house for Eastern monasticism, as then the monastery 
of Studion itself would be for further foundations after the ninth 
century.3O The monastery of the Sleepless Monks must have stood out 
for this purpose precisely because it had created a monastic tradition that 
was specific to Constantinople. To this tradition belonged the 'active 
apostolate' as well as the 'rebellious agitation' that was prepared to fight 
for 'orthodoxy' above all.31 According to G. Dagron, these monks 
had conceived from a particular understanding of Christendom that 
Constantinople had a unique calling, as the great city of Eastern Chris­
tianity and as the new centre of the Empire. 32 They gazed into the 
future. To what extent the fact that they belonged to certain social 
classes also played a role in this is difficult to prove. In any case, in con­
trast to them the episcopal hierarchy had committed itself to a political 
organization which preceded the foundation of Constantinople and 
which in great part corresponded to the division of the Empire and of 

29. On the Sleepless Monks see G. Dagron, 'La Vie ancienne de saint Marcel I'Acemete', 
AnBoll 86 (1968), 271-321, with further literature; idem, 'Les moines et la ville', TravMem 4 
(1970), 229-79, where the topic is the pre-Chalcedonian monasticism in Constantinople; R. 
Riedinger, art. 'Akoimeten' in TRE 2, 148-53. Riedinger notes at the beginning that the name 
akoimeloi (sleepless) was first given to the monks when they settled in Eirenaion, the third settle­
ment overall (around 430-440). G. Dagron, 'Les moines et la ville', TravMem 4 (1970), 253, 
n. 125, says that round the middle of the fifth century there were about 10,000 to 15,000 monks 
in the neighbourhood of Constantinople, and he comments on their organization. 

30. Cf. G. Dagron, 'La Vie ancienne de saint Marcell'Acemete', AnBo1l86 (1968), 274; idem, 
'Les moines et la ville', TravMem 4 (1970), 254, where he emphasizes that from the end of the 
fourth century onwards Constantinople attracted and integrated monks from the provinces, from 
Syria, Egypt and Armenia. He says that the foundation of the Sleepless Monks was from the 
very beginning 'cosmopolitan and polyglot' in its organization. Only in Constantinople of the 
sixth century was there a blossoming of national monasteries: ibid., 255, with reference to R. 
Janin, 'Les monasteres nationaux et provinciaux a Byzance', EO 32 (1933), 429-38; idem, Les 
Eglises el les Monasteres de§ grandes centres Byzantins (Paris,. 1975). 

31. Cf. G. Dagron, 'Les moines et la ville', TravMem 4 (1970), 257, where the tense relation­
ship between the hagiographical and sociological consideration of monasticism is set out for Con­
stantinople. For Constantinople in general the following holds: 'revolution urbaine et revolution 
chretienne sont concomitantes'. Thus idem, 'Le christianisme dans la ville byzantine', nop 31 
(1977) (3-25), 15. 

32. G. Dagron, 'Les moines et la ville', TravMem 4 (1970), 276; cf. P. Charanis, 'The Monk 
as An Element of the Byzantine Society', nop 25 (1971), 61-84; D. Savramis, Zur Soziologie 
des byzantinischen Monchtums (Leiden, Cologne, 1962). 
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the dioceses by Diocletian; because of this it limped behind the real 
development of the East. The consequence shows itself in two ways. 
Institutionally, it was not until fifty years after the first tentative 
appearance of the idea (at the Council of 381), viz. at the Council of 
451, that Constantinople'S primacy of honour after Old Rome could 
announce itself with the Emperor's help on the political level. Psycho­
logically, this would mean for men like Chrysostom and Gregory 
Nazianzen, even when they occupied the patriarch's chair. that they were 
and remained 'provincials', while the monks, as soon as they arrived from 
the provinces. became absolute representatives of the population of 
Constantinople. 33 

The Sleepless Monks had only a short heyday. It lasted from their 
foundation by Abbot Marcellus (448-before 484) to their condemnation 
as Nestorians by Pope John II on 25 March 534. They were decided 
Chalcedonians, as were the monks of the Studion monastery that was 
founded with their help, and were well known because of their out­
standing library, which also contained the acta of the Council of 
Chalcedon. 34 This could be used by Facundus of Hermiane in the years 
546-548 and the Roman deacon Rusticus in 565. According to admit­
tedly contested suggestions, there are traces pointing to the monastery 
of the Sleepless Monks which are linked with forgeries, historically 
pregnant. that were produced there and belong to our sources.J5 In 
spite of everything, the monastery of the Sleepless Monks was no 
substitute for a theological academy. 

The circus parties (the demes) are a flOal, if not unimportant, factor 
in the ecclesiastical and political life of Constantinople. It is not our task 
to explain the relationship of the circus parties to the religious groupings 
in the post-Chalcedonian period. The proper business of the demes was 
the organization of races in the racecourse. In Constantinople in 602 

33. G. Dagron, 'Les moines et la ville', TravMem 4 (1970), 276. Besides Constantinople, the 
west coast of Asia Minor possessed great monastic centres. For the post-Justinianic era see F. 
Winkelmann, 'Kirche und Gesellschaft in Byzanz vom Ende des 6. bis zum Beginn des 8. 
Jahrhunderts' , Klio 59 (1977), 477- 89. 

34. On the library of the Sleepless Monks see E. SchWartz, PS, 206: 'It was their [the Sleepless 
Monks1 belligerence, averse to compromise, which drove them to procure and gather copies 
of all the documents that were import30t for ecclesiastical politics, so thai their library became 
nothing short of an MsenallOI propaganda, the most important weapon for which at that time 
was the publication of documents.· 

35. R. Riedinger, art. 'Akoimeten' in TRE 2, 148- 53, connects this library with the author 
of the lis. Dionysian writings, whom he would like to consider as Peter the Puller, and ~lso 
the authors of the forged letters to Peter the Puller and the compilers of the Erotapokriseis of 
Ps. CaesariIU and of the letters of Isidore of Peiusium, and the revisers of the homilies of Ps. 
Macarius/Simeon. 
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there were 1,500 registered members in the Greens, and 900 in the Blues, 
which permits one to make a judgement about the Justinianic era also. 
The most recent research denies any delimitation of the demes according 
to particular city areas or certain classes of the population and their 
religious point of view, for example in the sense that the Blues would 
belong to the upper class and advocate Chalcedonian orthodoxy, while 
the Greens belonged to the middle and lower classes and were orientated 
in an anti-Chalcedonian direction. Originally, it is suggested, the demes 
were 'fan clubs'. Their engagement and action in religious, social and 
political demonstrations are said to be determined by the fact that in the 
Byzantine milieu there was little freedom of speech, yet the demes were 
suited in outstanding fashion to serve as a mouthpiece for public concerns 
according to the circumstances. Although they may have had their 
significance, both in terms of ecclesiastical politics and as a means of pro­
paganda, theology as such was neither enriched nor changed through 
their intervention.36 

3. The Empire and the ideology of the Imperial Church 

From the beginning of the Constantinian Empire the history of theology 
and especially of christology had to take into account its entwinement 
with the idea of the Imperial Church." The reign of Emperor Justinian 
I signified a climax that had not pr.eviously been attained.3lI However, 
thi ruler, the theologian among the emperors, in comparison with his 
predecessors and their interventions, introduces not only power and 
authority to carry through a particular ecclesiastical political course of 
action in questions of faith, as in particular the Renotitotl of Emperor 
Zeno and the Ret/oticon politics of his successor Anastasius have shown 
us, but also contributions to content and attempts at solutions. In doing 
this he consciously employs the Constantinian idea of unity of faith, and 
welfare of the Empire. This idea now foundered definitively. The separa-

36. See G. Weiss, 0p. cit. (n.9), no. 11.28, 267-8, with a short history of research. As the 
major works of opposing interpretation, the following are named: j. jarry, Heresies et factions 
dans /'empire byzalltill du IV' au VIr siecle (Cairo, 1968) and Alan Cameron, 'Demes and Fac­
tions', ByzZ 67 (1974), 74-91; idem, Circus Factions. Blues and Greens at Rome and Byzantium 
(Oxford, 1976). There is a brief overview by P. Schreiner, art. 'Demen', in LexMA III, 686, 
who takes the side of Alan Cameron. G. Weiss occupies a middle position. 

37. See JdChr e, 388-403; CCT 12
, 25(}.-64 (Emperor Constantine); JdChr II/l, 231-8; 

CCT III1, 204-10 (individual bishops in the CE). 
38. This comes to expression in the 'mirror for princes' of Agapetus Diaconus, Capitulo 

admonitoria (CPG 6900): PG 86,1164-85, especially chs 21,37,45-46,51,61-63. Cf. R. Frohne, 
0p. cit. (n. 19), 125, 133, 137, 139, 145 (German translation), with summary 151-8. 
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tion could no longer be healed with previously applied methods and 
previously employed motives; the unity of the Imperial Church could 
no longer be saved. For the fust time Christendom prepared not only 
to suffer fairly small splits, but to be divided into rather large institu­
tionalized entities. Was this necessary because of the cause, i.e. the con­
tent of the formulas of faith that were pitted against each other? Is it 
possible that in the first stage of this separation a basis of unity could 
still have been found that provided a fundamental koinonia of faith 
for centuries? 

In spite of this failure, the Justinianic era is permeated with its own 
unique brilliance, which also gives style and luminosity to the picture 
of Christ. What is the source of this Byzantine splendor mysterii, which 
is expressed so impressively in the liturgy. hymns and in painting that 
it is utterly impossible for us to capture it in the framework of this 
depiction? Is this picture of Christ Byzantinized, i.e. falsi£ed with 
inauthentic elements, to such an extent that it must once again be freed 
from these with every effort? 'Byzantine' stands for a particular under­
standing of the mystery of Christ which must be tested with regard to 
its universal validity. 39 

39. On the follow~ng: E. Kornemann, Weirgescll/chlt JI!j MllldmemQlwres, 927-30; H. 
Hunger, Reich Jer "~jell Mille, 61-107 (IT: The Byzantine Emperorship as the Imitation of God); 
H.·G . Beck, Das byzalfll,rische lalrr/aust,rd. 78-86 (II.8: T he Ideology of Dominion); 87- 108 (ill: 
Political Otthodoxy); Mem, 'Sena! nnd Yolk von Konstantinopel. Probteme der byz311tiniscben 
VerfllSsungsgeschichte' in H . Hunger (cd.), Dos byza,rti,riscJ,e Hemc/rerblld = WdF 341 (Darm­
stadt, 1975), 353-78. 





PART ONE 

THE ANTI-CHALCEDONIAN POLE 
THE CHRISTOLOGY OF PATRIARCH SEVERUS 

OF ANTIOCH 





Even though the discussion concerning the Council of Chalcedon and 
its dogma about Christ had begun immediately on the ending of the 
Council, it reached its culmination, however, only with the emergence 
and activity of the monk Severus, Patriarch of Antioch (512-518). His 
epoch-making intervention was a reaction to the attempt by supporters 
of Chalcedon to snatch back the theological initiative in the Greek­
speaking region, after it had progressively slipped from them during the 
struggle about the Henoticon. The rebound was so powerful that the 
Chalcedonians were once again quickly put on the defensive. The out­
ward course of this event, which occurred principally in the reign of 
Emperor Anastasius, is already familiar to us. We shall now turn to the 
theological discussion proper, its course and its results, first during the 
time between the Council of Chalcedon (451) and the death of Gregory 
the Great (604). Chalcedonians and anti-Chalcedonians will have the 
floor in like manner. But first we will concentrate on the christology 
of the leader of the opponents of the Council, the monk and patriarch 
Severus. It represents the anti-Chalcedonian pole at its strongest. He 
became the challenger for the entire sixth century, which christologically 
would attain its highpoint in the Second Council of Constantinople 
(553). Although the works of the Patriarch are extant mainly only in 
Syriac translation, with him we still remain in the Hellenistic-Byzantine 
region. The extent to which his theology penetrated the concrete form 
of the Old-Oriental Churches will be depicted in detail for each of them. 
On the whole Severus was the disputatious polemicist, but also the 
enthusiastic, sometime fanatical herald, and finally the theologian and syn­
thesizer of the anti-Chalcedonian picture of Christ. 





CHAPTER ONE 

THE DISPUTATIOUS POLEMICIST 

SECTION ONE 

SEVER US AND HIS ADVERSARIES 

With his becoming a member of the monastery of Peter the Iberian, 
Severus had inherited the opposition to Chalcedon.1 Still, special 
impulses were needed for this opposed position to become differentiated 
thematically and to assume a propagandist character. Quickly, however, 
in addition to the controversy with the supporters of the Fourth Council, 
there resulted a repeated disputation with friends in the same party, 
which indeed, in the case of Julian of Halicarnassus, led to a deep divi­
sion. Although Severus had to fight against opposed fronts, still all the 
individual phases and themes of the discussion had a consistent point of 
reference, namely Cyril of Alexandria and his mia-physis christology. The 
Alexandrian is for Severus simply 'the king of the explication of dogmas' 
(rex expiicationis dogmatum).2 His pupil will do nothing else than think 
through logically the formulations of the model, and if necessary also 
intensify them. All partners in the dialogue will be measured by how 
they stand towards this great teacher. Among the Fathers there is for 
Severus no higher authority than Cyril. Even Athanasius or the Cappado­
cians recede before the Alexandrian. 

1. On the life and conduct of Severus of Antioch see Lebon, Chalkedon I, 426f., n.4; Frend 
(1972), 201-8; W. A. Wigram, The Separation of the Monophysites (London, 1923), 57-60; R. C. 
Chesnut, Three Monophysite Christologies (Oxford, 1976), 4-5. We have three biographies of 
Severus, those of: (1) Athanasius of Antioch; (2) John of Beth Aphthonia; (3) Zacharias Rhetor; 
further there is A. Voobus, 'Decouverte d'un memra de Giwargi, eveque des arabes, sur Severe 
d'Antioche', Mus 84 (1971), 433-6; idem, 'Discovery of New Important Memre of Giwargi, 
the Bishop of the Arabs',jSS 18 (1973), 235-7. On the influence of Peter the Iberian on Severus 
see Brooks, SL II, sect. V, 11, 328: ' ... the highest assurance and a fixed mind, when our 
holy father Peter the bishop from Iberia was offering and performing the rational sacrifice', is 
a model for Severus in his stance against Chalcedon and all heretics. 

2. See Severus Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. III. 2, cap. 22: CSCO 102, p.4,20--3. 
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§ 1. The discussion with the supporters of Chalcedon and 
the reasons for it 

Though naturally dynamic, the monk Severus still needed external 
stimuli to intervene in the theological debate. We will now present three 
of these, which originated from the Chalcedonian side. 

I. THE FLORILEGIUM CYRILLIANUM AND THE PHILALETHES OF 

SEVERUS 

The first inducement for Severus to take up his pen came from an (Egyp­
tian) monastic cell or scholar's study: one or several supporters of 
Chalcedon, well and truly familiar with the works of Cyril, were not 
of the opinion that the great opponent of Nestorius also had to be con­
sidered rightfully as the enemy of the two-natures doctrine. Comprehen­
sive extracts from his writings were intended to prove that he could also 
have accepted the Chalcedonian formula, because for Cyril too the two 
natures remained unmingled after the union. In this way he was to 
be reclaimed and vindicated as a witness to Chalcedon.3 This claim 
severely nettled Severus. The florilegium, which in all probability was 
compiled about 482 in Alexandria, came into the hands of Severus in 
Constantinople during the years 508-511, after it had travelled via Rome 
in the luggage of John Talaia.4 His response was the Philalethes, the 
friend of truth, which he composed while still in the Imperial City. 5 

3. See Hespel, Le Florilege Cyrillien. 
4. Ibid., 29-33. On John Talaia see C. Pietri, 'D'Alexandrie ~ Rome: Jean Talaia, emule 

d'Athanase au V· siecle', in AAEZANAPINA = Melanges Claude Mondeseri (Paris, 1987), 
277-95. 

5. See R. Hespel, Severe d'Antioche, Le Philalethe: CSCO 133 (T), 134 (V) (Louvain, 1952); 
foreword to the Syriac edition, I-VII, where the strocture of the work and its manuscript tradi­
tion are explained. Hespel had first of all to clarify the relationship of the Cod. Vat. syr. 139 
to the text of the Cyrillian florilegium (=FlorCyr). J. Lebon had assumed that this codex (and 
with it also Cod. Marc. gr. Veneto 165), which had previously been regarded as an authentic 
witness of the FlorCyr, had nothing to do either with this collection or with its refutation, the 
Philalethes of Severos. According to Lebon, Cod. Vat. syr. 139 was a Syriac translation of a writing 
directed against the Philalethes, this writing being in the form of a Cyrillian florilegium. In it 
John of Caesarea is said to have fixed the interpretation of Cyril in the Philalethes. After this 
writing there followed then (according to Lebon, who could not examine Cod. Vat. syr. 139 
itself) the 'Apologia for the Philalethes', composed by Severos. In Cod. Marc. gr. Veneto 165, Lebon 
saw the original text of the florilegium, compiled by John of Caesarea, to refute the Philalethes. 
Cf. Lebon, 1~3. Draguet, Julien d'Halicarnasse, was the first to be successful in clarifying the 
relationships and the historical course of events. cr. Hespel, Le Florilege Cyri/litll, 48-51. Accord­
ing to this interpretation Cod. Vat. syr. 139 contains the whole text of the PM/a/et!Jes, composed 
between 508 and 511, and of the anonymous Chalcedonian FlorCyr. Cod. Vat. gr. 140 contains 
the 'Apologia for the Philalethes' of Severos, in which there are important citations from the 
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This name stands for Cyril, and the text counts as a masterpiece of 
anti-Chalcedonian christology. Severus had the opportunity to explain 
his relationship to Cyril's christology. According to him the 244 chapters 
of the work of the Chalcedonians were gathered from Cyril's writings 
with the intention 'of showing that the teacher of orthodox faith had 
thought and expressed the same things as those who wish after the 
inexplicable unification to divide our one and only Lord and God Jesus 
Christ into two natures'.6 The monk challenged the right of the 
Chalcedonian compiler(s) of the florilegium to lay claim to Cyril because 
in his opinion he was an unambiguous witness for the contrary. 7 It 
was the purpose of the Phillliethes to demonstrate this. 

The intention of both works, the florilegium and its refutation, is to 
make out of Cyril a 'dyophysite' as well as a 'monophysite', whereby 
a differently accentuated understanding of Christ - be it in the sense 
of the dyo physeis or the mia physis - can be illustrated. The historical 
development of Cyril was in fact so ambivalent that his works could 
become a common arsenal for contrary christologies depending upon 
what one sought in them. Anti-Arian and anti-Apollinarian in the 
beginning, anti-Nestorian after 429 - Cyril's works guaranteed a 
twofold leitmotif, not only for the compiler of the florilegium and the 
Phillliethes but also for the whole christological development between 510 
and 604. 

II. THE EMERGENCE OF THE MONK NEPHALIUS AND HIS FIGHT 

AGAINST SEVERUS 

That Severus came to Constantinople in 508 with a large entourage of 
monks resulted from the aggressive activities of Nephalius, who had been 
born in Nubia and was a monk in Egypt.s Initially he was a radical 

FlorCyr. In Cod. Marc. gr. Veneto 165 Draguet found the original Greek text of the FlorCyr up 
to no. 231 (230). As also in the Cod. Vat. syr. 139, before the flonlegium proper there is found 
here the definition of Chalcedon, as well as the parallel placing of conc!liQr forms and texts of 
Cyril, and finally the 230 excerpts from Cyril. For nos. 231-244 of the FlorCyr, Cod. Vat. syr. 
139 is the sole witness. Cf. Hespel, Le Flori/~ge Cyrillien, 208-216. See Zacharias Rhetor, Vita 
Seven: PO 2, pp.105,18-106,7. 

6. See Severe d'Antioche, La po/emique antijulianiste III, L'apologie du Philalethe, tr. R. 
Hespel = CSCO 318 (T), 319 (V) (Louvain , 1971). p.12,34-37. 

7. Op. cit .• Apologia to no. 52 of the PlorCyr: CSCO 319 (V), p.29,8-9: ' .. . I have pro­
ceeded along the line of the teachings and texts of blessed CyrU'. More strongly: 0p. cit., Severus' 
introduction: CSCO 319, pp. 1,31- 2,1: 'If you had believed the writings of Plrllaltl/'es r =Cyril) , 
similarly you would have believed in me; and if I name myself, I ~peak of the wise Cyril and 
of tbe otller holy Fathers whose tC3ching5 are cifed in the Plri/ale/lre; .· 

8. See Lebon, 118-75: C . Moeller, Clralkedoll I, 670-1. For further literature, see below. 
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supporter of the anti-Chalcedonian movement and an intransigent 
extremist, as the opponent of the more moderate Renoticon politics of 
Peter Mongus of Alexandria (482-490). He became just as passionate in 
his defence of the Fourth Council, which came to expression in an 
apologia of the Synod; this is lost as such but its sequence of ideas is discer­
nible in its refutation by Severus.9 He transferred from Egypt to 
Palestine and harassed the monastery of Severus near Majuma so severely 
that Severus, as mentioned, had to take flight and seek protection 
(508-512) from Emperor Anastasius I. But the Chalcedonian convert, 
who was the first to attempt thematically to combine the language of 
dyophysite christology with that of the monophysites in a dialectical 
synthesis, also followed him there. The name coined for this attempted 
synthesis is 'neo-Chalcedonianism' .10 It will be a particular task to track 
down this nouvelle theologie in its representatives and variations. 

Ill. THE APOLOGIA FOR THE SYNOD OF CHALCEDON OF JOHN THE 

GRAMMARIAN 

With this work we encounter one of the leading figures of the initiative 
mentioned above, for he was the first to try to present a relatively struc­
tured system for it. 11 The vehement response of Severus to this work, 
which is also lost, was published in 519 only after his deposition as 
Patriarch of Antioch (512-518): contra impium grammaticum! To some 
extent from this response the apologia can be reconstructed. 12 

In its ent part the dyophY1itc teaching is expounded and the critique of the opponents of the 
Council of 451 prC!sented (nos. 1-28). A first.section of this offeu an anolysi! of general concepti 
(nos. 4-8) and a secl1lJd the Grammarian's critique of the 'monophy~ite' theses (nos. 9-28). In 
the second part we find a bistorical and theological presC!ntation of Cyril's relationships to the 
Orientals (nos. 29-49). However, tbe end of chaptel' 37 and chapters 38-57 of [he second book 
of Severns' refutation are lost, and with them a number of texLS between nos . 29 and 30 

9. Cf. Severns Ant., Orar{Qlles tla Ntph, ii (CPG 7022): J. Lebon, Severl Antiocheni orationes 
ad NcplJalium, til/sacm oc Sergli GrammatiCI' epistulae mutuae (Louvain, 1949) = CSCO 119 (T), 
pp. 1- 69; 120 (V), pp. 1- 50. Jobn of Beth Aphthonia says that Severus destroyed this Apologia 
like a spider's web, this occurring around 519. Cf. PO 2, 232. cr. Evagrius. HE III. 33: Bidez­
Parmentier, p. 132,4-15. 

10. On the significance of Severus (and Philoxenus of Mabbog) for the emergence of neo­
Chalcedonianism during their sojourn in Constantinople see C. Moeller, Chalker/on I, 669. 

11. See CPG 6855; M. Richard, CCG 1. 6-46; Lebon. C. imp. Gram.: CSCO 111. 93.101 
(T), 112. 94.102 (V) (Louvain, 21952); Greek excerpts in Richard, CCG 1, 49-58; on this A. 
de Halleux, 'Le "synode n~ochalcedonien" d'Alexandrette (ca 515) et I' "Apologie pour Chalce­
doine de Jean Ie Grammairien". A propos d'une edition recente'. RHE 72 (1977), 593-600; 
C. Moeller, Chalker/on I, 672-4. 

12. See the overview in Richard, CCG 1. 2-5. 
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(particularly about Theodoret). In the third part John offers a critique of the nrst treatise of 
Severus: Ad Nepltaltum. In the fourth part there is a florilegium (nos. 70-118). attached to which 
there would cenainly have been a theological summing-up. 

John the Grammarian wanted to find a via media between the teaching 
of Chalcedon and its opponent Severus, with Cyril in the background. 
But it was Severus who won the initial battle. With his assaults on the 
Grammarian he could make him look so ridiculous that he was utterly 
discredited among the learned and not so learned.!3 However, the 
neo-Chalcedonian intent did not disappear; but that would take us 
beyond the person of Severus. 

With these paragraphs we have presented only the major anti­
Chalcedonian works of Severus. The polemic against Chalcedon naturally 
found expression also in the famous cathedral homilies and his letters, 
which desel'Ve not to be passed over. 

§ 2. The controversies of Patriarch Severus within his 
own party 

The anti-Chalcedonian movement, whose undisputed leader Severus had 
risen to be because of his activities (see eeT 11/1, Part Two, Ch. Four) 
and his writings, was severely affected externally by the change of 518, 
and internally by misunderstandings between friends and the splits that 
resulted from these. 

1. THE QUARREL WITH JULIAN. BISHOP OF HALICARNASSUS 

This struggle was carried on under the theme of the 'uncorrupted­
ness of the body of Christ' and was already becoming apparent in 
Constantinople in 510. But in 520 its stage became Egypt after both 
Severus and Julian fled there from Justin I. Only in 527 was peace 
restored. The thesis of Julian was that the body of Christ, even before 
the resurrection, was 'uncorrupted' and 'incorruptible'. Was this a new 
Eutyches? In any case this was what Severus suspected and objected to. 

13. Cf. Severu5 Ant .• Lelier to tire Deaeoll Muad, III 537: Brooks, 5L ll. 198; John of Beth 
Aphthonia. Vita Sev. : PO 2. 249- 50. Anastasius of Sinai had falsely ascribed this success to the 
Plrl/u/etiles. On account of its authority this new work replaced the elltire Scriptures and the 
Pathers among the supporters of Scverus and James of BarQdai. Cf. HodegoJ IV 1: eCG 8. 
p. 98,90- 106. Cf. on this Hespel, Lc Plori/ege Cyrililctr, 43-4. 
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The discussion was opened by the Tonull of Julian. 14 At first there Was an exchange of letten 
between the tWO bishops.15 Then julian expanded the second edition of his 1011iliS with ailtll­
tlone.! .16 Pinally, in order to add strength to his lonllls, he: composed an apolclgitl l7 and a sort 
of treat.ise: 'Against the blasphemies of Severus' .18 Severus found the debate $0 important U13L 

he re.sponded to each of these writings. 19 Particularly siguificallt is the title Censtlra lo",i llIlialll, 
thus a critique of the lomllS: tbe tbird letter to julian u a precis of tbis (CPG 7027 3nd 7026); 
then thete followed a RtJlllllfloll oj Iht r},!!Scs of jll/um (CpG 7028), an argument about the additiol/C$ 
(CPG 7029) and about tho apologia o£julian (CPG 7030). In lhe Apologia for Ihe PMaletl'fs Severus 
defended hinuelf against the suggestion that he had advocated 'JulilillUt' ideas in thj~ work, which 
he had already composed in Constantinople (CPG 7031).20 

Severus did not succeed in convincing Julian. The opposition became 
increasingly fierce and led finally to a break between the two, and with 
this to a split in the anti-Chalcedonian movement. In a second series of 
strongly polemical writings Julian continued the battle, after the Censura 
tomi Julian; in particular had nettled him intensely. Against this writing 
he composed a large work of ten logo; in which against the £lorilegium 
of Severus he placed another, compiled of biblical and patristic texts, and 
defended the terminology of his tome. From this Severus produced four 
fragments in his Apologia Jor the philaletHes. With this writing just 
mentioned the series of works by Severus against Julian comes to an end. 
They occurred before 528, because in that year the Syriac translation of 
Paul of Callinicum was published in Edessa . There is no indication that 
this controversy was continued beyond that date. 

II. THE CONTROVERSY WITH SERGIUS THE GRAMMARIAN 

In this controversy, as in the discussion between Severus and Julian, 
once again the mia-physis christology becomes apparent as the source 

14. See Severus Ant., Censura tomi Iulialll (CPG 7027). 0.n the course of tile controversy, with 
writings and counter-writings, see R. He!pel, Slvm d'Allliocil!. La poMtltique ontljlliiallisle 
1= CSCO 244 (Louvain, 1964), HI; Mem, op. cit. IIA = CSCO 295 (Louvain, 1968), l-ITl: 
idem, op. cit. III = CSCO 318 (LollV;!in, 1971), pp. V-IX. The mGjor work is that ofDraguct; 
Idem, art. 'julien d'Halicamasse', in DTC 8b (1925), 1931-40. 

15. Severus Ant., Eplstulae tres ad Iuliallum (CPG 7026): R. Hespel, CSCO 244 (T); 245 (V): 
Ep. I, pp. 6-7; Ep. II, Pl'. 9-14; Ep. III, pp. 163-214. 

16. cr. Severus Ant., Contra addlt/ones lulianl: R. Hespel, op. cit. IIA = CSCO 295 (T), 296 
(V) (both Louvain, 1968). 

17. cf. Severus Ant., Adversus apologiam Iulianl: R. Hespel, 0p. cit. lIB = CSCO 301 (T), 
302 (V) (both Louvain, 1969). 

18. Hespel, CSCO 244, I. 
19. See CPG 7026-31. 
20. Lebon, 128, believed that this apologia could be considered to be an anti-Chalcedonian 

work. See Hespel, severe d'Antloche. La pollmlque antijulianlste III: CSCO 318 (T), VII-VIII; 319 
(V) (both Louvain, 1971). 
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of misunderstandings among its supporters.21 Sergius seems to have 
arrived at his e~ors, sharply attacked by Severus, by taking over 
Apollinarian errors, which for their part assume the Aristotelian doctrine 
of mixture. 

Thus Severus fought not exclusively against Chalcedon and its sup­
porters, but also against particular opinions and groups which had 
developed in his own movement. This process continued until 557 in 
the tritheist controversy , 22 with regard to which Severus could no longer 
take up a position. But here once again it would have been evident, as 
in the polemics against Julian and Sergius, (1) what a burden the mia­
physis ideology, resting on the Apollinarian forgeries, constituted for the 
Old-Oriental Alexandrian tradition; (2) that Severus also was not suc­
cessful in undoing this bundle, indeed that he was incapable of doing 
this, undoubtedly because in no way was he even prepared to think 
through the possibilities of the way indicated by Chalcedon in its choice 
of tenninology. Consequently he cut himself off from the possibility of 
presenting the problem differently, namely by showing where and how 
in Christ the unity. and where and how the distinction of God and 
human being, should be placed. It would however be false because of 
this to speak simply of the failure of his christology. With the Alexan­
drian tradition he inherited a rich treasure of christological ideas which 
he utilized in his own way. We will have to examine whether this led 
to a deepening and clarification or to a constriction and one-sided 
solidification of christological thought. 

21. The writings of Sergius Gram.: CPG 7102-5; on these see lebon, 163 -72, 538-51; I. R. 
Torrance, Christology after Chalcedon. Severus of Antioch and Sergius the Monophysite (Norwich, 
1988). 

22. See A. Van Roey, 'La controverse tritheite jusqu'a l'excommunication de Conan et 
d'Eugene (557-569)" OlP 16 (1985), 141-65. 



SECTION TWO 

THE CHRISTOLOGICAL RESUL T OF THE POLEMICS OF 
PATRIARCH SEVER US 

Under the pressure of the controversy between Chalcedon and Alexan­
dria the relationship of Cyril to Chalcedon necessarily became the theme 
of christology after 451: how did the principal formula of the Fourth 
Council relate to the teaching of the mia physis of the Word incarnate? 
Chalcedon had to lead to a relecture of the great Church Father, or -
according to the other side - Cyril would lead to a correction or aboli­
tion of the Council. 

§ 1. The discussion with the Chalcedonian opponents and 
the Severan response 

I. THE INTENT AND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FLORILEGIUM 

CYRILLIANUM (FlorCyr) 

The compiler based himself on the Fourth Council. He intended to read 
Cyril along the line of the Council's principal formula, and this in two 
stages. In the first, the definition is divided into individual statements 
over against which references from Cyril are placed as parallels 
(nos. 1-10). In this way the character of novelty or heresy was to be 
taken from the principal formula of Chalcedon. In the second, much 
more lavish process the compiler proceeded thematically and presented 
the two most controversial themes of Chalcedon as the foci for his selec­
tion: (a) the distinguishing of the two natures and (b) the theopaschite 
statement (God has suffered) and its correct interpretation.23 In this 
process it was presupposed that it was precisely Chalcedon with its 
teaching of the two natures which offers the possibility of confessing 
the divinity of the Logos (here concretely. God Word) as incapable of 
suffering and free from suffering and immortal, and of expressing in con­
trast the suffering and mortality of the human nature (here concretely. 
of the temple). Is this formulation felicitous? It is strongly reminiscent 

23. See Hespel, Le Florilege Cyril/ien, p. 111,17-21 (title): 'Various excerpts (chreseis) from 
Cyril, Archbishop of Alexandria, in which it is shown that the distinction of the two natures 
and the impassibility and immortality of God-Logos, (on the other side) the passibility and mor­
tality of the temple are proclaimed by him.' 
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of the way in which the Antiochenes warded off Apollinarian 'theo­
paschitism' and thus riled Cyril; this indeed with the phrase 'the temple" 
Certainly this does not mean that the excerptor is Chalcedonian in the 
sense of retreating to Antiochene christology. He had before his eyes 
the whole controversy after Ephe!.Us with its documents, and retained 
its style. 

On the first stage 
(R. Hespel, Le Florilege Cyrillien, 103-11) 

In this the Chalcedonian definition in its individual phrases is compared with Cyrillian 
statements. Accordingly the expressions of the two natures (no. 4) in the one hypostasis (no. 7) 
had to stand in the centre. Basil of Seleucia, with whose part in this formula we are already 
familiar,24 would here certainly have cast Q wider net. Here would have been the great oppor­
tunity- to analyse the intent of Chalcedon with its dlstinction between hyposrMis and pl,ysis and 
to demonstrate the unity with Cyril despite the new step in terminology. Tim was no longer 
to be achieved with texts which in fact speak of two natures, but rather by showing that Cyri] 
could combine the mia-physis formula with these. It is precisely this point, then, that Severos 
fastened on to. As useful and as justified as the first series of texts might be, without an accom­
panying hermeneutic it was not convincing. 

On the second stage 
(ibid., 111-216) 

In this process, as we said, the themes are confined to the two offensive points ('two naturcs' 
- the communication of properties), and the attempt W3S made with a multiplicity of references 
to prove the agreement of Chalcedon with Cyril. Por us it L~ not so important to re-enact this 
process and dlUS Ollce again to present 3n interpretation of Cyril, seeing that we have already 
attempted this in the framework of our depiction of the pre-Cllillcedonian period. OUf focus 
is on the reaction of Severns of ~tioch and ],Is relationship to Cyril, from which indeed the 
Cyrillianism of the Old-Oriental Churches is derived. Nevertheless the Cyrillian florilegium has 
value for us because of its Chalcedonian-motivated selection from his works. Here it is appropriate 
to uk 'some critical questions and to make a few remarks. 

(1) It is not difficult to che many pillces in Cyril in wWcb the distinotion between the ~wo 
natures ('I"W1l Buo t/lvacwv TO Blllt/lopov) is expressed. Equally the Patriarch let there be no doubt 
that this distinction reniains preserved too in the uniting of the two natures. For this reason 
the conclusion would also be dear that the Logos made flesb in the inc:lrnation 'has two natures' 
or 'is in two natures'. Cyril had some passages that almost lead to this assumption and that 
could make Severns ncrvous. 25 But 3n explicit statement about this is not found. 

(2) It i,s one thing to establish the real presence of unmingled godbead and unchanged 

24. See JdChr 13,755-9; CCT 11/1, 23~2, with notes 122-7. 
25. Cf. JdChr e, 679-86, 755-9; CCT 12

, 478-83. Worthy of serious attention are the 
remarks of M. Simonetti, 'Alcune osservazioni sui monofisismo di Cirillo di Alessandria', Aug 
22 (1982), 493-511; in, n. 26 on 5OOf .. Simonetti eefm to Cyril Alex., De mrll flde till rrgllllu 
or. 2: ACO I, 1, 5, p.36; PG 76, 1360C: rfit; ~VWe6(CIIIt; avrQ> t/lvcn;Wt;, B;;AQV 68, CSrI die; 
dvOpW7r(VI1C;. This writing is excerpted in the PlorCyr in nos 165-75. The passage cited by 
Simonetti, however, is not to be found there. Simonetti also refers to Cyril's Dc 1'IIcamilliolle 
U"igel1lli (CPG 5227), which is a transliteration of the D~ recraflde into the form of a dialogue. 
Simonetti establishes tills text later as De rrcra fide (against G, M. ,de Durand, SC 97). See as 
well PG 76, 1192A, 1197B, 1169C (Simonetti, 500). 
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humanity, but another to apply to this the formal predication of 'twoness,.26 Even if Cyril 
perhaps in the course of time may have found his way to this point, Severus fundamentally refused 
to go that way. 

(3) he obstacle was tbe rHia.physis fOl:mula, which was indispemable for christology and tradi­
tionally maintained. It derrlllDded tha~ Cyril see the two natures lIDconditionally in the state 
of \lIlion (/rellosis) and acknowledge that the twoneu was present only in the abstract considera­
tion (/Iworia) and as ratiolle priliS (never real) . The compiler of the florilcgium thought that he 
had done enouglJ when he cited places which expressed a real differentiation of God Bljd human 
being in Chrisl,27 but had not yet advanced to the jamla! statement o[ 3 lwoness after the 
uniOIl. Severu$ could fasten on here. He always avoided the logic.il deduction of the Chalcedouian 
'in two natures' . 

(4) The salient point would have been to show nom the £onnula of Chalceaon that Cyril 
(and Severns) sought the unity and the differentiation on one and the same ontologi,cal level, 
that is on the level of nnture, which of necessity had to lead to a conuadiction. He would have 
had to explain that the unity 'in the hypostasis or the prosopon' represented a real union which 
excluded the dreaded twoness of the 'person', yet maintained the relll duality of the natures. 

(5) For this pUrpose he would also have had to examine critically, in tenns of their cogency, 
the images and comparisom which Cyril adduced for the unmingl¢d unity in Christ, the 
boqy-soul analogy and lhe images of the 'burning thornbush' and the 'glowing coal' . These 
attempts would also have to be placed within the history of philosophy. But that would place 
excessive demands 011 the excerptor, and admittedly too would have meant his renouncing ~ 
telling argllment against the Alexandrians. 

(6) As much as the Alexandrian monophysite terminology contained irreconcilable elements 
and aspects dangerous for understanding Christ, the Cyrillian florilegium signified nothing more 

26. N. A. Zabolotslcy, 'The christo logy of everus of Antioch', Ekklesiaslilios pllflro5 58 (1976) 
(357-86), 373, articulates lhis distinction well: 'According to SeveNS, olle Colli COllnt ooly things 
that have their originality; to count means to consider lID essence as "hypo!tnsis", or as the highest 
exp.re.ssion of a peculiarity - "person" (npouwnov). Thus , tbe ;[Version for a cipher, for a 
duplicity, reflected in the fornlula "one incarnate n.1turc" contains the formal side of the ideas 
of Severus and of other opponents of the Chalcedoniao Council. But in a material sense, essen­
tially, Chalccdon's adversaries did not and could not refute the duplicity in the one Person of 
the Lord.' Severus had no misgiving about allowing IlUmeration in the theology of the Trinity. 
Cf. Ep. ad lohtlllllelll pre$b. eI arc!.im.: PO 12, 215: 'The Holy Trinity is capable of numeration 
in respect of hypostases; but ill that it is one and ·of the same essence, it s~ands outside numbeI.' 
C£. Hom. 125: PO 29,239. He could reler to Basil, Bp. 214 ad Tertll/ilml, no. 4: Y. Courtonne, 
S. Basile, LeI/res, vol. 2 (Paris, 1957), 205: dprOp.sf'rwuav. On the problem see R. Arnou, 'Unite 
num&ique et unite! de Ilaturc cbez les Peres, apr~ Ie Concile de Nicl!c', Greg 15 (1934), 242- 54·. 
In the spirit of SeVll~S, Patriarcl1 Paul the Black of Antioch (564-577), in his synodal letter 
to Patriarcb Theodosius of Alexandria (535-566) (CPG 7203). still chided the ChalcedQniaru 011 

account of their love for duality which they bad inherited from Leo L His Tome' pHt the one 
Cbri9t through the duaHty of the natures after the union. He allocated to each (nature) fotmS, 
predicates, aotivities and general qualities corresponding to this number ('If'1l1tlles tis /lilli/era) •.. 
It is characteristic of them to divide through intellectual vision, because in n subtle self-deception 
of the intellect they see two, from which the inexpressible unity is constituted. They should 
not remain in this intel1ectual hallucination, but accept the true union and rcticct the nJlmber 
of the natures, because the tIIltllber is expression for a host of subjects, but not for the nature 
of the things.' cf. CSCO 103, pp. 226.23-26; 227,33-38. 

27. See Cyril Alex. , Ep.45 ad SllCCtllSUll1 1: PG 77, 232CD = ACO 1. 1, 63, p.153,16-20; 
d . Severns Am., PI,i/al. nos 38-41: CSCO 134, 21-2; no. 39: ibM., p. 22,1-8. In addition there 
are works from the pre-Bphesian works of Cyril, the Tiresallnls and C SY"OI/SiaS(QJ, where he 
had to speak differently against the Arians and radical Apollinarians than he would later have 
to do against Nestorius. Sec below. 
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than a stimulus for reflection for the opponents, a cer tain justihcation of the Chalcedonian posi­
tion, but still not a compelling argument. For this reason Severos, starting with his presupposi­
tions. could draw contrary conclusions from the slI1IIe Cyrillian material. We want to depict 
in broad strokes how in his critique of the florllegium the Patriarch justified and also sharpened 
his Cyrillian understanding of Christ. 

II. THE CYRILLIAN CHRISTOLOGY OF THE PHILALETHES OF SEVERUS 

A florilegium is necessarily selective, not only on account of its compass, 
but also simply because of its purpose. It was not difficult to find suffi­
cient texts of Cyril which express the 'unmingled distinction' in Christ. 
Through the accumulation of these the impression could be given that 
Cyril was very close to the two-natures teaching, if indeed he could not 
be regarded as its defender. Severns sought to destroy this suspicion 
entirely. This is the negative side of his refutation of the florilegium. 
The positive side is that he for his part highlighted many of the facets 
of Cyril's understanding of Christ, and consequently placed Cyril as the 
unconditional representative of the mia-physis christology. 28 Thus from 
the same timber a different Christ could be carved. It is strange that 
no attempt was made to find common ground with an opponent and 
to emphasize this. 

1. 'Sacrilegious plunderer of the inspired words of Cyril' 

Many an author can object to a critic: 'You do not cite me completely. 
Had you taken my words in context, then you would have come to 
another judgement. ' This was the constant complaint of Severus, applied 
to the method of selection employed by the excerptor. In a general way 
he raised it at the very beginning of his critique of the thematic part 
of the collection.29 He also gives a good reason for saying that the 
author of the florilegium can almost always be found guilty of using 

28. Thus in his critique of the Floreyr nos 37-40, where the two natures seem to be prox­
imate, Severus comes elegantly to the 'one nature of the incarnate Word'. Cf. Philal., nos 37-40: 
CSCO 134, 210-12. 

29. Cf. Severus Ant., Philal.: CSCO 134, 150-3. Also in the 'Apologia for the Philalethes' • 
.he criticizes the FlorCyr Eiercely: CSCO 319,1,2.37- 13,10: he maintains that it is a compilation, 
made by several authors. but put in circulation as if it is by one person; the suspect John Talaia 
brought it to Rome; .m extreme supporter of Nestorius, John. treasurer in the days of Patriarch 
Macedoniu5 (496-511). then gave it to the patrician. Appion, with the intention that it serve 
35 an instrument in an action against Severos, who at that time waN in Constantinople (508-511). 
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the scissors too quickly: Cyril always combines two trains of thought 
when he speaks of the two natures. The question that must be asked 
is: is it a matter of the time before the union (which exists only in 
theoria), or is it the time after the union when one may no longer speak 
of a duality? Besides establishing the integrity of divinity and humanity 
in the one Emmanuel, Cyril also considered the event of the union and 
incorporated it in the end-result. And there Christ is no longer two, 
but one physis, one hypostasis. The excerptor, delighted at having 
discovered statements in Cyril about the material integrity of the two 
natures, leaves aside the remarks about the event of the union and 
believes in this way to have found a confession of Cyril to the two 
natures. This would have been correct only if the Patriarch had confessed 
to a duality also after the union, which for him, however, means the 
same as a twoness of persons. The confession to twoness in Christ was 
made dependent on two conditions: (1) it must be seen in fieri, which 
is why Cyril always says, 'the two natures from which (tc; Cbv) Christ 
becomes one', which (2) has the same meaning as the demand to accept 
the twoness only in the theoria. Thus Severus' constant critique of the 
excerptor's Chalcedonian technique of cutting concerns not simply the 
length of excerpts but relates to a substantial abridgement of Cyril's line 
of thought.3O If one takes the whole process as a unity, then the 
twoness (intellectually conceived) before the union is no longer present 
after the union. This is shown by a response of Severus to no. 4 of the 
first part of the florilegium: 

In fact whoever assigns to God the Word a one and only incarnated hypostasis and a one 
and only person also attributes to him a one and only nature of the incarnated God the Logos. 
For that which with whatever two (elements) as a starting-point has been gathered together 

30. In the eyes of Severos, the author of the FlorCyr revealed himself in his Nestorian colours 
in DO. 10: Hespel. p.115,7-14, by omitting in the [ext all important 0 allTd~ which wa$ 
inteoded by Cyril to plncc a special accent 00 the unity in Christ. 00 this seeJdOllr ( 3, 70S£.; 
CCT 12, 500. Severos noticed the omis5i.oo immediately: Plli/al. 00 no. 10, Apologia: 
'N'oubliant pas, unc nou,velle fo15, de pntiquer un vol sacril~ge sur les texres, iI a supprirue 
iei auni Ie mot qui_ exclut la separation en deux, comrne suit: "Parfait qll'i1 ~ ~elon Is clivin! e 
et parfait qu'U est , 'It mlnre', selon I'humanitc". Ainn done, apres avoir ret[2nch~ "Ie mffile", 
il pense, dans sa sottise, que chacune des natures est parfaite dans l'isolement de sa subsistance 
.. .' Cf. CSCO 134 (V), p. 176,23-29. Since the FlorCyr does not contain any commentary, 
one cannot decide with complete certainty whether the omission was intentional or a mistake. 
The former can perhaps be accepted because of the fact that the excerptor was of the opinion 
that the mia physis of the anti-Chalcedoniaos was in point of fact understood as a mixed nature. 
This emerges &om his title which stresses that he wants to prove &om Cyril 'the distinction 
of the natures' (d. Hespel, Le Florilege Cyrillien, p. 111,18-19). With the 'one and the same' 
omitted, the text certainly spoke more strongly in its dyophysite sense which, however, on that 
account also proved itself heretical in the eyes of Severos. 
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has on the one hand ceased to be 'two', but remains (on the other hand) 'one' after being 
put together; even if he, without giving up nnything, lets appear the elements out of which 
he is constituted ref. the 'recognized in two n:ltures' of the de6nition of Chalcedon), because 
they have been united without mingling, so he remains still in a defmite way 'one', and 
it is impossible that in the future he is 'two', this being becaWie of tbe inseparable cbaracter 
of the union. 31 

Prom all this one mmt recognize that (if) the union brought about the ending of the 
duality and separation of the two natures, still it did not wipe out the difference of the natures 
from which Christ is onc.32 

Whether Severus criticizes the Cyrillian florilegium for its procedure 
or its theological cogency. or whether he develops his christology 
positively in his own explications (apologia), he constantly aims at a 
rehabilitation of Cyril. We could really be satisfied with this. Never­
theless it is useful to consider the Cyrillian picture of Christ somewhat 
more closely, along the heightened lines of Severus, so that the precondi­
tions can be created for us to understand better the discussion with 
Severus within Byzantine theology. 

2. On the christology of the Pbilaletbes of Severus 

The Cyrillian florilegium is characterized by the intention to prove the 
permanent difference of the two natures in Christ from Cyril himself, 
in order to be able to lay claim to this undisputed authority for 
Chalcedon. Severns seeks to escape this danger by opposing a dynamic 
consideration of Christ to the static one of the Chalcedonians. The 
material duality of divinity and humanity in Christ ought to be only 
the transitory phase of the consideration, this being Iemoved by the vision 
of the unified unity. Only here may the viewing intellect find rest. This 
intention serves the emphasis of the formula rejected by Chalcedon: 
'from two natures one (person)'! The execution of this line of thought 
belongs, according to Severus, to the corTect statement about Christ, 
because otherwise this statement would stop at the material duality of 
God and human being and would necessitate the acceptance of a perma­
nent formal duality. The constant hammering of this necessity makes the 
christology of Severus even more heavily weighted towards 'unity' than 
that of his master Cyril. Severus pursues his preoccupation in two ways: 
(a) explanation through analogies; and (b) language and depiction that 
are directly conceptual. 

31. Severos Ant., Philal. (part I), no. 4; CSCO 134 (V), p. 139,9-18. Ibid. (part 2), no. 42, 
Apologlo; CSCO 134, p. 213. 

32. Ibid. (part I), no. 4: CSCO 134 (V), p. 140,4-7; in a similar way already in no. 2; ibid., 
pp. 135,28- 136,2; as well on no. 14: ibid., pp. 184,34-185,4. The 'duality' destroys the unity 
if one speaks of it after the uniting of the natures. 
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(a) Analogies for the unity in Jesus Christ 

(i) The body-soul comparison 
The body-soul analogy in its application within christology bas attracted 
spedal attention particularly in recent times.!) Although utilized in 
christology since Eusebius of Emesa, through Cyril and Severus it gains 
a not innocuous intensification because it is enlisted in the proof of the 
mia-physis formula. ~ Likewise both teachers confess the acceptance of a 
soul in Christ - in constantly repeated rejection of Apollinarius. As an 
example we can take the apologia of Severns to no. 42 of the Cyrillian 
£lorilegium. which he substantiates with two further texts from his 
master, doing this because the excerptor used the scissors too soon. We 
will concentrate upon these texts,35 present them first, and then let the 
apologia of Severns follow. 

We are composed of body and soul, and we see two natures (kyoIIII), the one that of rhe 
body, the other that of the soul; but the human being is one from the two due to the union. 
And the fact that be is composed out of two oaturc1 does not permit us to conclude that 
he who is one is two men, but rather one single man, as I have said, on account (the 
composition from body 311d soul. J6 

And the man that we arc may serve us as an example. Por with regard to him we comprehend 
two natures, one that of the soul and the other that of the body. However, although in 
subtle reflection we dis~guiBh or in the imagination of the mind perceive a distinction, we 
stiU do IIOt juxtapose the nature, and do not allow in them the power of the separation 
to exhaust itself entirely, but we understand that they belong to 3 single unique baing in 
such a way that from then on the two are no longer two, but through tbe two n single 
living being has been fOIllled .

J7 

33. See K.-H. Uthemann, 'Das anthropologische Modell der Hypostatischen Union. Bin 
Beitrag zu den philosophischen Voraussetzungen und zur innerchalkedonischen Transformation 
dues Paradigmas', Kit'1Jllolllia 14 (1982), 215-312; P. Gahbauer, Das tllltilropologische Modell. Bill 
Bei'tag zur ChrlslO!ogic d{r fro liclI Klrcile bls Chllikedon = OstlC},r 35 (WUrzburg, 1984), 348-419. 
K.-H. UtllemallD.Allastasii SI'lmllle Viae Dllx = CCG 8 (Turnhout, Louvain 1981). 273-5; 
277-8. On Severus, Ibid., 277,55-66. Many ideas are furnished by It. A. Nottis, 'Christological 
models in Cyril of Alexandria', in TV 116 (1975), 255-68; P. Stockmeier, '03$ anthtopologische 
Modell der Spat3ndke und die Forme! von Chalkedon', AHC 8 (1976), 40-52; idem, 'Die Ent­
falcung der Chri&tologie uod ihr llinflu~ auf die Anthropologic der Spiltantike', in H. P. Balmer 
et al . (clh), Jill Gesprilclt der Mensc/r (Dusseldorf, 1981), 248-55. 

34. See F. Ga.hbauer, op. cil., 32- 55 (Eusebiw of Emesa); 348-419 (Cyril of Alexandria). 
35. Severus Ant., Philal., no. 42: CSCO 134 (V). 213f. 
36. Op. cil . , p. 214,6-12 = Cyril Alex., Bp. 4S ad SIICCCIISIIIII 1: PG 77, 233A. 
37. Ibid., p. 214,14-2.3 = Cyril Alex., Bp. 46 ad SIICUIu/1II1 II: PG 77, 245A. Some other 

passages on this: Bp. ad Valent. ep. [con. 4: ACO 11,3, p. 92,15-21: 'As consequently the human 
being is one from body and soul, he [Christ] too is confessed in faith as one Son and Lord. 
For it is assumed that there is one physis IIlId systasls of the buman being, even If it is thought 
of (as coming from) different and differently formed natures. For, as one generally concedes, 
the body possesses another nature than the soul, but its specific nature contributes to completing 
the hypostasis of the one humBn being. The difference of the things Damed rcnuiru hidden neither 
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Although in these texts Cyril himself did not employ the mia-physis 
formula, but spoke only of the one Christ, Son and Lord, the Word 
become flesh, Severus comes expressly to this formula and as a result 
intensifies the text of Cyril. 

For it is only because we examine in precise reflection the elements of which Emmanuel is 
constituted that we say that there are two natures that have been unified; by entertaining 
in our mind the idea of union we conclude that the one single nature of the Word incarnate 
has been formed. For the hypostatic union means these two things: that there has been a 
union of two or more realities to become one and the same thing, and that this from this 
time on no longer breaks up into them Ithe elementsJ which have naturally united, for they 
have united to become a single being. Por in fact these clements which have naturally united 
no longer sub!ist in the isolation of their own subsistence, but are obviously in a sl/lgle lIatllre 
al/d II sillgle hypostasis; they allow oQly the starting-point to appear from which the ingle 
being is constituted, because tbey have been united without mingling and thu, escape division 
illto two or more. JB 

Were we to take these texts together, then Cyril and Severus appear 
to see in the application of the body-soul comparison to 'Emmanuel' 
(= unity from God and human being) univocity and not an analogy. 
Anyway, in both cases the same result is arrived at: a substantial unity, 
a tvwO'u; </IVO'lKlj. which at the same time remains an 'unmingled unity', 
a lvwO'u; dO'vyxv't'O~. 39 But there are important texts in the same 
Philalethes in which this unity in both cases is still not placed on the same 
level. It is Cyril himself who in the Scholia on the Incarnation of the Only­
begotten40 differentiates more strongly. The question is to what extent 
Severus accepted this. 

Cyril rnaiOlains that the 'business of the union' is enacted in various ways. Firstly he mentions 
lhe moral ;gTeement, for example in the friendly reconciliation of people who were separated 
from each other in feeling and thought. Then there is uruty in the natural domain between 
elements which are different from each other but are joined through (a) juxtaposition 

in thought not in knowledge. Their matching or coming together with irueparghle charaoter 
completes :I living thing, the Iltlman being.' Cf. P. Gab.bauer, op. cll., 355; 358-60: Cyril uses 
the expression avc:naalt; for the unity of body and soul, as Plato previously, Bpillomis 981A, 
whereby ensues 'one form and one living being'. Gahballcr refers to Athcnagoras. De remIT. 
cadtlllcmm 15, and Methodiw, De remrr. 34 (l:;cre once again in connection with Plato, loc. ell.). 
avvOeau; can also take the place of avaraau;. 

38. Severns Ant., Philal., no. 42, Apologia: CSCO 134 (V), p.213,15-31. 
39. On the early history of this terminology see H. Dorrie, Porphyrios' 'Symmikta 

Zetemata' = MonogTaph. z. klass. Altertumswissensch. 20 (Munich, 1959), 166-225; 1. 
Abramowski, 'EYNA~EIA und AEyrXYTOE ENOEIE als Bezeichnung fur trinitarische und 
christologische Einheit', in elldem, Drei christologische Untersuchungen (Berlin, New York, 1981), 
63-109. 

40. Cyril Alex., &/'0/111 de Inclln!. Ullig. (CPG 5225): PG 75, 1376C-1377B = ACO I. 5, I, 
pp. 220,13-221,6 = Hcspcl, Lc FJori/~gt Cyrillie", no. 99, pp. 153f. On this see M. Richard, 'Le 
pape saint Leon Ie Grand et leg ~Soholia de incarnatione Unigeniti" de saint Cyrille d'Alexandrie', 
RSR 40 (1951152), 116-28 = Op. Min. II, no. 53. 
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(1rtlpd8suu;), (b) mixing (pfeil;). and (c) blending ("pauli;). PI/ral/resis remllill! a purely external 
union which Cyril identifies with tbe $)'"aplrela of Nes.torius. 41 It exists, fOT ex2mple, in the 
purely moral bond between Petcr and Jobn. Admittedly, p~T st the becoming one of the Logos 
of God and our nature transcends human conceptu~\ization. 1t does not confo[JD to any of the 
mentioned processes of joining; rather it il inexpressible and beyond ~he knowledge of aU crclIted 
being. Even the IInion of body and soul in us ourselves tUllSccnds OUT intellect. If we have to 
work with comparisons in order, with the help of lower realities, in some way to bring utterly 
subtle things close to OUT conceptualization, then Cyril believed that he was able to have recourse 
to tllis wllf)' of body /lIrd $oul, although even it remained uttorly inadequate. Nevertheless this 
comparison does express some aspects: 'POI' the soul approprbtcCs everything that belongs to the 
body, althougb in its own nature it is saved both from the passions which arc natural (to the 
body) as well as tbose that come from without. The body in fact is driven by natural desires 
and the soul feels these with it on account of the unity widl it, without of course iuelf par­
ticipating with it in any way in these' (pp. 261, 31-262, 1). The soul certainly &els pa.in with 
it! tormented body because it is its body, 'but it itself in its own nature need endure nothing 
of that which affects it [the body]' (ibid., p.262, 5-7). 

There is still more to say concerning Ihe unity of Emmanuel. He has a soul tbat is united to 
him; this has consciousness of the suffering of the body so that it bows docile before God, 
although it itself is spared the blows. The soul is th\lS united to the body and yet distanced 
from it. This holds even more of the divine Logos vis·i)·lIis his numm nature. He has full power 
over the weaknesses of the body and can suspend these. But he makes them his own because 
it is precisely his body which suffers. 

Cyril is thus conscious of the analogy which prevails between the unity 
of body and soul in human beings and between godhead and ensouled 
body in Emmanuel. In the apologia to no. 99 of the Floreyr Severus does 
not examine this critique of the body-soul comparison in Cyril. He 
emphasizes only the one point which his master also holds on to: as the 
unity of body and soul is a substantial unity, so also is the unity of 
Emmanuel a 'hypostatic unity', not simply a moral relationship, such as 
that of friendship. of pleasure, of agreement in will, of equality in status 
and power - as Nestorius proposesl But, according to Cyril and 
Severus, in what does the 'substantiality' of this unity subsist? In terms 
of effect both cases are the same in that there is a single concrete existence 
which Cyril and Severus characterize as a single physis. hypostasis. Is this 
same result, however, also arrived at in both cases in the same way? Is 
the way in which union happens the same in 'Emmanuel' as in human 
beings? Cyril allows us a certain insight into his understanding through 
the introduction of the concept (6101:; (Mfa qdp~, T610v q{j)/.la), thus of 
the relationship of ownership which prevails between their components 
in Emmanuel and in human beings. The body, and consequently also 
all the affections of the body, the Logos makes his own in the strong 

41. In the Syriac translation of the Floreyr in the Phi/alethes the latter two Greek expressions 
are rendered as follows (CSCO 133, p. 320,3): mixis: ~ul!ono, krasis: mawzogo. Cf. I. R. Tor­
rance, op. cit., 249, Appendix e. 
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sense of the word (10101l0Ieiv), as is stated at the end of no. 99 of the 
FlorCyr (CSCO 134, p. 262, 14-15). We shall quote a few other passages 
from Cyril. 42 

That is why we say that the body was the possession of the Logos, not of any other man 
separate from him who was conceived as Christ and Son. As one says, however, that the 
body of each individual belongs to his person, so one must also think about Christ. 43 

For when Christ says: 'I will raise him up', he has the capability of raising up ulose who 
have fallen Qsleep, not only wrapped in his own flesh but being in unity with his own flesh 
does the God-Logos in him ~ay 'I', and this perfectly justifiably. Par Christ is not cut into 
a duality. nor ought anyone think that the b()dy of the Once-born is foreign to him as also, 
so far as I know, no one would claim that the body is foreign to our soul. 44 

And as well one must also consider that. The divinity is one thing and our human nature 
is also something different, at least according to the mode which is in the natures, but in 
the union which occurs according to true unity there is a single Christ from both, as we 
have frcqu:ently said. Dut if the /typos/alts, 3S you [NestoriusJ say, are 5cparated and thought 
of as existing eaeb for itself, how then could the unity :unount to aile penon, jf one does 
not pre.~uppose that the ODe belongs to the other, as one also thinks of the soul of clJe human 
being as the possession of its body, although it possesses a nanlfe dIfferent from this? For 
certainly there Is no doubt tmt body and soul are not the same.45 

Cyril is thus prepared even in the discussion with N~storius to concede 
certain limitations in the interpretation of the body-soul analogy and its 
application to Christ as the connection of God and human being. One 
should not be led astray by expressions like 'physical union'. One has 
to attempt to determine more closely his notions of that. We can 
approach that only gradually. Let us return to the concept of possession 
or the relationship of ownership which prevails between body and soul 
in human beings and between divinity and humanity in Christ. Cyril 
can make the latter understandable more easily than the relationship of 
possession between body and soul. For he can call upon the creative 
power of the Logos to explain his appropriation of the body. What is 
created is the possession of the one creating, the creator. 

Already in the Thesaurus, an early writing, Cyril comes to speak of this, and in his disputation 
with the Arians and their interpretation of Prov 8,22: 'Yahweh created me when his purpose 
fim unfolded, before the oldest of his -works' (PG 75, 253C-292A). Here we eno presuppose 
the history of the interpretation of this verse (sel.' CeT r2, Index for Prov 8.22). While the 
Ariam refer tbe being created to the Pre-existent. it is interpreted by the Nicenes 35 referring 
to we JlUmanhy of Christ: 'He is begotten by the Pather before the ages, as he says; but l'Ie 
is created as human, as he became flesh for our sakes, 3! the evangelist 'ays' (PG 75, 280q. 

42. Cf. F. Gahbauer, Das anthropologische Modell, 348-54. 
43. Cyril Alex., Apolog. c. Orient. 96: ACO I. 5, p. 137,24-28; F. Gahbauer, op. cit., 349. 
44. Cyril Alex., In Ioannem lib. x., cap. II: Pusey, In D. 10. Ev. II, p. 543,20-7; F. Gahbauer, 

op. cit., 348f. 
45. Cyril Alex., C. Nestor. III 6: ACO I. 1, 6, p.73,1-8; F. Gahbauer, op. cit., 353. 
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From this being created arises immediately the relationship of possession between the Logos and 
the humanity united to him. Cyril establi,hes this connection explicitly: 'He [the Logos) states 
of himself that he is created. on the basis of the creation of the body. although he is by reason 
of his nature uncreated . .Because the flesh belongs in~ to him and not to another, he can 
call that his own whatever happens to this (flesh) [namely being created), (PG 75. 281C). 

One should not pass over such argumentation too quickly. The reference to the 
creator-creature relationship for divinity and humanity in Christ relates christology to the biblical 
teaching of creation (as is particularly clear right at the beginning of his comments on Prov 8,22 
[PG 75, 280BC). Only the creative power of God and lqe Logo$ can realize anything like 
the incarnation . Consequently also tbe d pth of relationship of possession between humanity 
and divinity of Christ is of a completely different proportion from that in the body- soul relation­
ship of the human being. In Christ it is 9 question of the appropriation of a created nature 
by the uncreated Logos. Precisely because of this infinite distance the FlorCyr (no. 203) cites 
our passage from Cyril's Thesaurus to demonstrate the continuation of the two natures even 
after the union. Severos examines this. But while the excerptor emphasizes from this the distinc­
tion of the two natures, Severos in his apologia on this places the accent on the unity in the 
difference. 

We call the same one created and mortal according to the flesh, uncreated and immortal 
according to the godhead. In fact it is the characteristic of the flesh on account of its nature 
to die and to be created. We do not deprive the Logos, however, of these things, this being 
because of the union, wherefore we can say of him that he had been created and died, while 
on account of his nature he is uncreated and immortal. 46 

The special feature of this God-human uolty was already strongly underscored by Severus in 
the introduction 1:0 the PI,llalrllles: the flesh had not been created in the first place for itself 
independent of the union with the Logos. but 'it bad been constituted for /rim without ever 
being separated from him; in its being constituted and in its becoming re2lity the created flesh 
bad already been united to the Word who was before the ages and uncreated, up to the point 
that we distinguish from him, only through a (mental) tl,'ick, the QUDl3n things and speak of 
the two nstures of the single Christ'. 47 

Whether consciously or unconsciously, in this wayan Augustinian idea is taken up which 
excludes any temporal distinction between creation and assumption of the humanity by the 
Word.48 The mumption of the human nature of Christ happened in the act and at the time 
of its creation. With this reference to the henosis as the creative act, the foundation for the 
relationship of ownership has been given without there necessarily having to be an ontological 
doctrine of henosis submitted as well. In this way the act of union is grasped at the same time 
as personal event, and thus removed from the domain of material-physical mixing. Thus the 
integration into the doctrine of creation signifies a correction to the application of the Greek 
teaching of mixture to the union of God and human being in Christ. 

Such a creative activity, as it is seen at work in the explication of the 
'appropriation' of the human nature by the Logos, naturally cannot be 
accepted where it is a question of the relationship of ownership between 
soul and body. The former is not the creator of the material part of the 
human being. If the soul possesses this as its own, then this occurs 

46. See Severos Ant., philal. on FlorCyr, no. 203, Apologia: CSCO 134 (V), p.283,25-31. 
47. Idem, philal. on the two-natures formula: CSCO 134 (V), p. 108,8-14; JdChr 13

, 771; 
not in CCT 12. 

48. More information in A. Grillmeier, loc. cit. (n.47). 
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because it has been given to the soul by the transcendent creator. For 
Cyril and for all Christian advocates of the body-soul analogy this is a 
self-evident presupposition.49 It is for this reason too that the difference 
in the relationship of ownership is not analysed in the two analogata. 
There is also no reflection on the fact that in both cases the 'possession' 
is very different. Thus it was used only to establish that Logos-body and 
soul-body form a substantial unity. The body-soul unity can be for that 
reason a help to understanding the unity of God and a human being in 
Christ. It should, however, have been necessary to clarify to what extent 
this analogy held up in general. 

(ii) Burning thornbush (Ex 3,2-3) and glowing coal (Is 6,6-7) 
These images too are already familiar to us. Their employment transcends 
party boundaries.50 While the second image emphasizes only the 
reciprocal penetration, that is, the becoming one, the first stresses as well 
the unmingledness in becoming one, or rather the imperishability: the 
thornbush is not consumed. Thus we have an 'unmingled unity', 
represented, however, in physical processes. With this we return to the 
Stoic krasis. Nevertheless the materialism of the Stoics has to be excluded. 
The Neoplatonists emphasized this in their taking over of physical 
images to explain the 'unmingled unity' of body and soul. Two things 
may not be taken over: (1) a synchysis, understood as the erasure of 
previous characteristics; (2) the ulJf.lcJ>8apr,val, which means the doctrine 
of the mutual spoiling or erasure of soul and body as such. 51 What is 
still reminiscent of the Stoic teaching of krasis in the comparisons 
mentioned was, however, still very different &om it and led well 
beyond Stoic materialism, independent 'of all notions of space, place, 
materiality' . 52 In Christ it is still a matter of perichoresis, the unmingled 
penetrating/ permeating of the 'incorporeal Logos' in the spiritual-bodily 
human nature. 

49. This is treated under the theme of the pre-existence of souls. See C. Dratsellas, 
The Problem of pre-existence of souls in St. Cyril of Alexandria, offprint from IIONHMA 
EyrNOMON = FS B. M. Vellas (Athens, 1968), where there is an overview of the various posi­
tions adopted by the Fathers with regard to the pre-existence of souls, from Origen to its clarifica­
tion in the Origenists' strife under Emperor Justinian; especially, however, with regard to Cyril's 
teaching. On the theory of the pre-existence of souls in Origen (especially in De princip. [CPG 

, 1482]: H. CrouzellM. Simonetti, SC 252 [Paris, 1978]), cf. H. Crouzel, Theologie de I'image 
de Dieu chez Origene (Paris, 1955), 130-3: L'anthropologie d'Origene. 

50. See JdChr 13
, 722-6; CCT 12,515-19. 

51. Explained in more detail in H. Dorrie, Porphyrios' 'Symmikta Zetemata' (Munich, 1959), 
173. 

52. L. Abramowski, art. cit. (above n. 39), 70, n. 30. 
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Because, however, physical processes had been chosen or could have 
been chosen at all as the starting-point of the comparison, so now also 
'direct language' must be assigned a role in the interpretation of 
the incarnation, just as in their body-soul teaching among the Neo­
platonists. Here we come to the terminology of mixing. We shall 
enquire briefly about the position of Severus, as interpreter of Cyril, in 
the use of such language. 

(b) Direct, conceptually demarcated language 
The linguistic problem is centred on the concept of 'unmingled unity' 
(duvYXv'l'Oe; €VWO'Ie;) in its application to christology. With this term the 
result of the union is indicated. But if one wants to know what concep­
tion of oneness is associated with this, then one must specify the act 
of union and investigate its terminology, and here the verbs of 'mixing' 
play a special role. 

The philosophers have already played out the problem and 
distinguished various levels of henosis according to the assumed types of 
mixing. The lowest level is the napd8BUle;, the iuxtapositio, the simple 
one beside the other in external contact. Then follow IJfele; (Hespel: com­
binaison, combination) and "paUle; (Hespel: melange, blending).53 
Para thesis exists in a collection of individual things of the same type (a 
heap of grain) from which the individual grain can easily be taken out. 
Mixis is realized when qualities thought to be corporeal permeate the 
bodies to be united. Examples of this are fire in iron and light in the 
air. The Stoic Chrysippus applied this mixis concept to the relationship 
of soul and body. Krasis is mingling with partial weakening of the 
original qualities. An example is the pouring together of fluids which, 
for instance, produce perfume. A separation is ·only possible with special 
means. Synchysis is the most intense degree of union. From two material 
elements there results a third with completely new qualities. Examples 
are medicines. This is a step towards 'distinguishing in the sense of 
modern chemistry compounds from mixtures'. 54 A separation into the 
component parts is no longer possible. 

In the Scholia de incarnatione unigeniti Cyril takes up this terminology; 
Floreyr no. 99 reproduces an extensive extract from this. 55 

53. Cf. H. Dorrie, op. cit., 25-7; 1. Abramowski, art. cit., 79f. 
54. Cf. H. Dorrie, op. cit., 26f. 
55. Floreyr, no. 99: from Cyril Alex., Scholia de incam. Unig. cap. VIII: PG 75, 1376C-1377B; 

ACO I, 5, la, pp.220,13-221,6. Severus Ant., Philal. no. 99: CSCO 134, 261£. 
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After he has spoken of the union on the inter-human moral level, he proceeds to the connection 
of things in nature and names the three grades just mentioned: parathesis, mixu, krasu. Then 
he immediately excludes the possibility that one of these three grades could be applied to the 
God-human unity in Christ. In this way Cyril in the Scholia allows only the general term henosu 
to apply. For the application to anthropology and christology he demands that there be both 
an 'unmingled' as well as a 'substantial' unity. Cyril has become very circumspect with regard 
to comparisons. He no longer finds in the creaturely domain any appropriate and adequate model 
for the union. 56 Consequently the Patriarch rejects in this writing, certainly composed after the 
Union of 433, all the terms apart from henosu to characterize the substantial and unmingled 
unity demanded for christology - mixu, krasu, but also synapheia. The last can express only 
a moral connection. 57 For the divine-human unity in Christ does not result from the 'assump­
tion' of a human being already previously existing (homo assumptus!). It is to be understood rather 
as a process of becoming which proceeds from the Logos as Logos, the subject in his 'own nature' 
- as John 1,14 demands. 58 

In this way the Patriarch disclaims all philosophical henosis terminology 
as this corresponds to the character of the letter composed only after 
the Nestorian struggle, and sent to Rome in Greek and Latin.59 Hence 
we must assume that in the question of the applicability of philo­
sophical terminology to christology Cyril has become more moderate. 
Remarkably, however, the Floreyr exploited also older writings of the 
Patriarch, which were composed before the Nestorian controversy, and 
made them useful for its purpose of supporting the two-natures doctrine 
of Chalcedon. For in these there also appears a greater emphasis on 
philosophy and its conceptual language, also with regard to terms which 
Cyril in the struggle with Nestorius would reject. What is particularly 
important for the excerptor is this: as a consequence the reality of the 
two natures is so nonchalantly emphasized that Severus is clearly in a 
predicament. It concerns two quite large series of excerpts from the 
Thesaurus written about 412 and from the writing against the Synousiasts, 
a radical group of Apollinarians. In the Thesaurus Cyril argues with the 

56. FlorCyr, no. 99: Hespe\, Le Florilege Cyrillien, p. 153,10-12: .,. d1tOPP'ITO, Jt 
1taVTeA.W, Kai ovJev{ 1tOV TaXa TWV 6VTWV J,eyvwu/A€VO, 1tA1}V 6'1'1 J1} /Aovcp T~ 1taVTa 
eiJOTI. 

57. Cf. Cyril Alex., Scholia de incam. Unig. cap. XIII: PG 75, 1385A: 'Also we investigate 
and wish to learn what it means then to be incarnate and that God's Word has become a human 
being; we see that it does not mean assuming a human being as in a uniting in the equality 
of dignity or of authority, or only in an homonymous sonship; rather, according to us, it is 
a question of becoming human, yet admittedly so that no alteration or transformation occurs 
.. .' This text is not included in the FlorCyr. Cf. the text of nos 103-4: Hespel, 0p. cit., 156f. 

58. Cf. on this especially Scholia, cap. XXV: PG 75, 1396B-1399B, where the necessary demar­
cations for this becoming are made, particularly 1397B. On this text see M. Richard, Le pape 
saint Leon Ie Grand e/ les Scholia de incamatione Unigeniti de saint Cyril/e d'Alexandrie, in Op. Min. 
II, no. 53 (116-28), 118. Severns comments on this text in C. imp. Gram. III 35: Lebon, CSCO 
102 (V), 154f. 

59. M. Richard, art. cit., 121-8. 
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Arians,60 thus defending the unity of the Logos with the Father on 
the basis of the one nature; in the other writing he has to emphasize 
the completeness of the humanity in Christ. In all passages the discussion 
is dependent on 1 Timothy 2,5 - 'the mediator between God and 
humankind'. Against the Arians, in the foreground stands the 'union' 
with the Father; against the Synousiasts,61 it is the unity with us 
humans. Hence it is certainly a question of the terminology of union, 
not, however, immediately with regard to the one Christ, but rather 
to his twofold unity with God and with us. It is clear that in this way 
too the 'one' Christ himself comes into focus, as Severus, basing himself 
on the concept of mediator, rightly says: 

For because He is mediator between God and humankind, and out of two natures, namely 
godhead and manhood, He is one Emmanuel, thus He has reconciled to the Father who 
is in heaven human nature, that is, the whole race of human beings. (Severos Ant., Or. 1 
ad Nephal.: CSCO 120 (V), p.35,18-21) 

(1) Thesaurus, ass. XV 
FlorCyr, no. 205: Hespel, 197; PG 75, 284B 

If the Logos of God, according to you, you 
discoverer of all godlessness, is a creature 
(ICrlujJa) , how are we through union with 
him (uvvaq,Otvrec; alhlP) joined to God 
(ICo).}.(iJjJeOa, lit. stuck on) and (thus) 
divinized? How is Christ mediator between 
God and humankind? He adheres to us 
(d'lrreral1)jJwv) as a human being. But if he 
is a creature and not God, how can he adhere 
(dllferal) to God? What manner of adhering 
is there in him? Things that are different 
according to their essence (dvojJola ICara 
II/V o!iulav) must not adhere to each other 
in a physical way (ollIC dv dHtf).olC; 
q,vuIKii)(; uvvaq,Oel'l 'lror€). 

(3) Thesaurus, ass. XXXII 

(2) C. Synousiastas 
FlorCyr, no. 80: Hespel, 143,25-144,10; 
Pusey, 482-483,18 
[cit. 1 Tim 2,5-6): As the same he mediates 
at once God and humankind by reconciling 
us to the God and Father through himself 
and in himself; and he joins (uvvelpwv, 
conserere, adds) into a unity (elc; tVWUIV) that 
which on account of its nature in 
unmeasurable distance (6laq,opd) was 
brought to otherness ('lrPOC; tr£por'lra). 
In Christ it rons together to an unmingled 
and inseparable unity (uvv6£6pU/-l'lKora 
'lrPOC; tVWUIV duo)'xvrov r£ Kai 
d6ICiu'lraurov). In godhead he adheres 
namely to the Father (uOV'I'lrral ... 
O£IKWC;) , but he also adheres to us as a 
human being (uvvtfq,O'l 68 Kai 1)liiv 
dvOpw'Ir(vwC;). But if his flesh is really dam­
nable (Le. it must be thrown off him), as he 
[the Synousiast) says, he is wholly distant 
from mediating between us and his Father. 

FlorCyr, no. 228: Hespel, 206-207; PG 75, 504AC 
[cit. 1 Tim 2,5): If Jesus the Christ ... , mediator between God and humankind, does not 
physically (q,OU£I) and essentially (o!iulw6wC;) be together with God and human beings, but 

60. Cf. J. Liebaert, La doctrine christolog;que de saint Cyrille d'Alexandrie avant la querelle nestorienne 
(Lille, 1951); cf. jdChr 13

, 605-9; CCT 12
, 414-17. See chs 22-24 and 28 of the Thesaurus. 

61. Severos Ant., Or. 1 ad Nephalium: CSCO 120 (V), p.4,25-27: Synousiasts are 'people 
who have mingled the flesh of the Lord with the divinity and foolishly said it was transformed 
into the substance of God'. 
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only joins (uvvc.bm:ov) in friendship that which is far from reciprocal communion 
(Kolvwv(a~). namely humanity and divinity. how can Paul call him one? ( ... Moses and 
Jeremiah and the prophets were also mediators). How was the one Christ mediator. if there 
were not something foreign (r:( etvov) in him? But he is one as Paul says in accordance with 
the truth; indeed foreign (etvo~) and unlike the others ... Hence as that which lies in the 
middle between two in fact touches both with its own extremes and holds what is separated 
together in unity (r:of~ IO(O/~ dKpO/~ tl/lcillr:8r:aI. uvvtxov 8/~ tvor:'lT:a r:a c5If1P'lJ.ltva). and 
Christ is the mediator between God and human beings. so it is clear that he is by nature 
united (dllr:8r:al I/lVUIKW~) to God as God. but to human beings as a human being. He is 
namely our peace (Eph 2.14) and binds human nature on account of his likeness to us into 
unity and communion with the divine being. 

The three texts are closely related to each other, and this from various 
viewpoints. (1) They all begin from the mediator text of 1 Timothy. 
(2) The primary intention of the three texts is not to interpret the unity 
of Christ in himself, thus not with the question of how Christ is one 
in himself; rather the theme is unity with the Father and union with 
us, because both are endangered by contrary heresies. If one professes 
the Arian denial of the godhead of Christ, our union with God is 
destroyed because our mediator would be united with God only in the 
manner of a creature, that is, he thus remains estranged and distant from 
God. If one follows the Synousiasts, there is no true union with us 
because they do not take seriously the reality of the body of Christ. 
Strangely there is no reference to the fact that the Apollinarians, the 
ancestors of the Synousiasts, maintained that Christ had no soul and thus 
surrendered as well a communion in essence between Christ and us. But 
if in contrast one professes the true divinity and true humanity of Christ, 
whose substantial unity is here presupposed and not drawn into focus, 
then the nature of Christ as mediator, according to 1 Timothy 2, is 
fulfilled in its entire breadth and in its significance for salvation. (3) The 
three texts belong to a physical doctrine of redemption which is 
grounded completely ontologically. The being of Christ decides our 
communion with God. The surrender of Christ in his human freedom 
does not enter the picture. 

On the basis of this formulation of the question the three texts are 
most opportune in many respects for the excerptor of the Floreyr. 

(1) The distinction of the natures in Christ is strongly emphasized; 
this is particularly the case in text 2, no. 80. The distance between 
divinity and humanity in Christ, their diaphora, is immeasurable. If the 
incarnation is taken seriously, then it leads to otherness (e,epo'1/t;)!62 

62. On this concept see w. Beierwaltes, 'Andersheit. Grundri~ einer neuplatonischen 
Begriffsgeschichte', ABC 16 (1972), 166-97; idem. Proklos, Crundzuge seiner Me/aphysik 
(Frankfurt. 21979), 310-13 with n.33. Here 'otherness' is brought into connection with 
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Cyril speaks outrightly of a movement which takes place between two 
poles, from the godhead to the true and whole human being. He calls 
them lixpa, the furthest points, extremes that stand opposite each other 
as contraries, and hence as foreign (etvov) (cf. texts 2 and 3), indeed 
as 'separate' (text 3). One can hardly depict the diaphora, the difference 
of the natures, more strongly. The redemptive act of Christ now resides 
in the fact that these poles are brought together; this happened precisely 
in the person of the mediator. Here the three texts agree in a new regard, 
namely (2) in the choice of the terms with which the becoming one is 
signified. First, it is still to be noted that Cyril is arguing here 
soteriologically and not christologically: the two poles which are now 
to be joined in the mediator are God and humanity, the total humanity. 
The event of union, insofar as it had taken place in Christ himself, 
moves to the background; but it is necessarily presupposed and implied. 
This is now described with a complex of words which for the later Cyril 
would be nothing short of questionable, namely with verbs of the stem 
d1tTW, aVVa1tTW, tcpa1tTW - to stick, to adhere, to fasten. In addition 
there are some synonyms such as 'to stick on', 'to join', 'to hold together' 
(cf. texts 1 and 3). That leads of course to the 'physical koinonia' of 
realities which are properly 'according to their essence unlike', thus 
indeed are not homoousia (cf. text 1). There is no doubt that now the 
true unity of God and humanity is established. In Cyril's sense this is 
the case only because in employing the synapheia terminology his 
starting-point is an older tradition. This concept is in fact in an old tradi­
tion a synonym for henosis, or rather avvacpBla is recognized as TP01tOf; 
tvwaBwf; or the way to unmingled unity, davyxvTo~ tvwCTlf;. The most 
important witnesses for this are found in the Latin West . Namely Ter­
tullian and Novatian describe the 'unmingled unity' unhesitatingly with 
the words coniungere, cohaerere; this happens in both trinitarian doctrine 
and in christology. 63 Also in Ambrose there appears 'a trace of the 
equation aVVa1tTCo-tvOW'. 64 The Antiochenes are thus not the 
discoverers of the christological synapheia terminology, but rather its 

middle-being and the mediator Christ. See also idem, Denken des Einen. Studien zur neuplatonischen 
Philosophie and ihrer Wirkungsgeschichte (Frankfurt, 1985). For the history of the subsequent 
influence of this philosophy Beierwaltes mentions Ps. Dionysius and John Scotus Eriugena. See 
idem, Proklos, Index. We shall discuss later the significance of Cyril for Ps. Dionysius expressly. 
Of interest is the combination in Proclus of the two words so important for Cyril, trepor"r; 
and aUVQ1I'relv: Theologia Platonica IV 28: Saffrey-Westerink (Paris, 1981), 81,8. 

63. See L. Abramowski, art. cit. (above n. 39), 80-93. 
64 . Ibid., 89; Ambros., De fide ad Crat. I 9: CSEL 78, 61. 
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defenders. With it, however, they intend more than a purely accidental 
or moral unity. 

Thus one could undisputedly denote an 'unmingled unity' (dO'vyxv'l'O~ 
§V(J)O'I~) in Christ or also in the Trinity as synapheia. For this one does 
not at all need auxiliary notions as these were tied to the words for 'mix­
ture' (J,l(el~, Kpa.O'l~); they could even be excluded because one was so 
sure of the expressiveness of synapheia in relationship to the henosis of 
God and humanity in Christ (thus Tertullian, Basil, Ambrose, and in 
their way also the Antiochenes, and even Nestorius). An extended ver­
sion of 'unmingled unity', however, could also incorporate mixis and 
krasis (Augustine, Novatian).65 Cyril was admittedly more and more 
allergic to the use of 'mixture words'66 although he conceded: 'Some 
Fathers have also employed nouns of mixing ('l'''~ KpaO'e(J)~ ovoJ,la).'67 
But as Cyril excluded the vocabulary of mixture, so he also finally 
decided against the synapheia group and returned to the term henosis. 68 

The reaction of Severns of Antioch 
It is immediately striking that the Patriarch does not comment on any 
of the excerpts nos. 80, 205, 228 of the FlorCyr. He passes over all of the 
excerpts from the text Contra Synousiastas, which comprise nos. 76-90 in 

65. L. Abramowski, art. cit., 93f. Severus too refers to a few Fathers with such a terminology 
of mixing: for example, to Ps. Julian (Apollinarian forgery!), to Cyril with a passage that proves 
little. Cf. Or. 1 ad Nephalium: CSCO 120 (V), pp. 44,34-45,10. More interesting is his reference 
to Greg. Naz., Ep. ad Cledonium I: PG 37, 184BC, where Gregory applies the terminology of mix­
ing to the combination of spiritual, incorporeal and inseparable natures either with each other or 
with corporeal natures, within which the incarnation can be understood. Severus cites this passage 
in the Or. 1 ad Nephalium: CSCO 120 (V), p. 27,2-19, and praises Gregory greatly on account 
of it: 'See how lucidly he shows how the incorporeal is united unmingled and unseparated to the 
body, and yet suffers no mixing (confusio) which occurs in the case of mixing together with 
transformation: that is the property, namely, of fluid bodies that flow together and are mingled 
with an influence each on the other (ex mutua implicatione) and lose their own nature.' 

66. Cf. Cyril Alex., according to the FlorCyr, nos 12, 35 and 99. 
67. Cyril Alex., Adv. Nestor. I: PG 76, 33B, quoted by Severus Ant., Ep. 2 ad Sergium: CSCO 

120 (V), pp. 84,20-85,15; cf. pp. 61,35-62,2. According to Severus the Fathers used such expres­
sions, 'because they wanted to express the highest degree of unity of things uniting'. Cf. also 
Severus Ant., Ep. ad Oecumen.: PO 12, 179f. He censured the misuse of such terminology in the 
altercation with Sergius (see below). 

68. Cyril Alex., Scholia, cap. XIII: PG 75, 1385A; particularly clear in Apol. c. Theodoret. pro 
XII cap., anath. X: PG 76, 445B: the Antiochenes would only confess the henosis for the purpose 
of deception; in reality, however, they would proclaim an external synapheia of relationship, as 
this is common among human beings. In spite of the henosis, as Cyril professes it, the difference 
(diaphora) of the natures, however, remains preserved (Scholia, loc. cit.: PG 75, 1385BC). In order 
to bring the strict unity in Christ to expression, Cyril has recourse to the schema of becoming 
which speaks of the 'economic' assumption of flesh and blood (1385A). On this model see R. A. 
Norris, 'Christological Models in Cyril of Alexandria', in TV 116 (1975) (255-68), 259ff. 
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the florilegium. 69 He dismisses the texts from the Thesaurus less 
radically. But even then he has nothing to say with regard to no. 205. 70 

He appears embarrassed that the older Cyril delivered such weapons to the 
Chalcedonians by stressing so much the difference, the otherness, the 
strangeness of divinity and humanity, also in reference to the one Christ, 
and on the other hand by depicting the 'unity' with the vocabulary of 
synapheia which was so dubious. Furthermore, there is not a single 
reference to the mia physis, although - most annoying with regard to the 
Chalcedonians - it is conceded that the synapheia can effect a physical 
union, and hence there is nothing missing in the 'unmingled unity'. 

Through the FlorCyr Severus had stumbled upon the fact that 
christological language had a greater breadth than he was happy with 
in the battle against Chalcedon. He reacted resolutely to the embarrassing 
declarations of Cyril's excerptors with the demand for a purification of 
language which should thrust into the background and exclude from fur­
ther use all words and formulas of earlier Fathers, but especially Cyril 
himself, which could speak for the acceptance of a 'duality' in Christ. 
We observe this reaction of Severus both in the discussion of the FlorCyr 
and as well as with his next opponent, who will challenge him still more 
strongly than a purposeful selection from Cyril, namely the presbyter 
and grammarian, John of Caesarea. On top of that came the short con­
troversy with the amateur theologian Sergius, where again it became 
necessary to eliminate the linguistic terminological stumbling-blocks 
from the inheritance of Cyril. In this case, from the compilers' point 
of view they were on the opposite side of the street. It was not a ques­
tion, that is to say, of liquidating the final remains of the christology 
of separation, but of misunderstandings which resulted from the use of 
the words 'mixture' and 'mixing' and synonyms. Hence it will be pos­
sible to describe Severus' work of purifying language in its final com­
pleteness only after unfolding the further controversies. 

69. Cf. Severns Ant., Philal., on DOS 76-90: CSCO 134 (V), 250f. His comment: 'Dans les 
chapitres qui suivent celui-ci [sc., no. 75] jusqu'au quatre-vingt-dixieme, l'adversaire a perdu de 
vue qu'il frappait dans l'air et luttait en vain.' 

70. See Severns Ant., Philal., where there is a hiatus between no. 204 and no. 221; d. R. 
Hespel, CSCO 134 (V), 285. Also with regard to John of Caesarea, Severns is annoyed by his 
adducing evidence of the fact that Fathers have used the word synapheia. Cf. Richard, Iohartrtis 
Caesariensis ... Opera = CCG 1, p. 24,526-532. 
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OF NEO-CHALCEDONIANISM 
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The Cyrillian florilegium signified a new highly organized attempt to 
construct a bridge between Chalcedon and Alexandria, this occurring 
simply through the confrontation of purposefully selected texts from 
Cyril with the definition of 451, in particular with the two-natures 
formula. The excerpts were intended to speak for themselves and to be 
intrinsically effective. They presuppose a benevolent reader which 
Severus, however, was not prepared to be. He did not even get involved 
in attempts where such texts were subjected to the necessary analysis 
and interpretation. The two names Nephalius and John the Grammarian 
show us this. Unfortunately their works are preserved only in extracts 
for which, for the great part, we are indebted to the critic Severus. 

1. Nephalius: from monophysite to supporter of Chalcedon 

Nephalius 71 seemed to live for conflict and opposition: at first the 
opponent of his Patriarch Peter Mongus in Alexandria, he found a new 
adversary in Palestine, where he emigrated after not having been accepted 
by the clergy of Egypt. But just as quickly this zealot created a disturbance 
in the friendly atmosphere of this patriarchate. No doubt with the agree­
ment of Patriarch Elias (494-516),72 he began where the strongest for­
tress of the opponents of Chalcedon was, with the successors of the great 
Peter the Iberian and the monasteries around Majuma near Gaza. He 
secured for himself the support of the clergy of the individual towns. 73 

The debate began certainly on the intellectual level in public discussions 
which were intended to serve the defence of Chalcedon. This may have 
led to the written version of a speech on the two natures in Christ which 

71. See the literature mentioned above, n. 8; in addition, S. Helmer, Der Neuchalkedonismus. 
Geschichte, Berechtigung und Bedeutung eines dogmengeschichtlichen Begriffes (Diss. Bonn, 1962); 
P. T. R. Gray, The Defense of Chalcedon in the East (451-553) = Studies in the History of Chris­
tian Thought XX (Leiden, 1979) 105-11; idem, 'Neo-Chalcedonianism and the Tradition from 
Patristic to Byzantine Theology', ByzF 8 (1982), 61-70; L. Perrone, La chiesa di Palestina (1980), 
148-151; A. Grillmeier, 'Das ostliche und westliche Christusbild', TheolPhil 59 (1984), 84-96 
(on P. T. R. Gray). The ideas of Nephalius can be derived with some effort from Severos Ant., 
Or. 1 et 2 ad Nephalium, edited and translated by Lebon in CSCO 119 (T), 1-69; 120 (V), 1-50; 
in addition Zacharias Rh., Vila Severi: PO 2, 102-4; John of Beth Aphthonia (BHO 1061; 
CPG 7527), PO 2, 231-3. 

72. Cf. E. Schwartz, Kyrillos von Skythopolis = TV 49,2 (Leipzig, 1939), 377f.: Elias is said 
to have betrayed the spirit of union of Martyrius. 

73. Zacharias Rh., Vila Seven: PO 2, 103,9-13. 
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was circulated. This apologia and the violent course of action of this new 
supporter of Chalcedon against the monks around Majuma challenged 
the leading figure among them, Severus, to respond. We possess -
sadly, not completely - his two addresses to Nephalius. 74 

The new apologist of the 'two natures' was not blind to certain, as 
he expressed it, apologetically determined strong statements of the Coun­
cil. The Fathers of 451, in accordance with the manner of combating 
heretics, here used 'somewhat large words' (mele a pya {a rs to tear out 
by the roots the docetism of Eutyches and to plant pure doctrine in its 
place. As a former radical Cyrillian, Nephalius also no doubt felt that 
with regard to Chalcedon the idea of the unity in Christ vis-a-vis the 
distinction of the two natures, intended to stress the truth of the incarna­
tion, should have been more strongly safeguarded. The objection that 
the Council favoured Nestorius suggested itself to him. But despite this 
public criticism Nephalius placed himself entirely in the service of the 
Council, and this in two ways: (a) through the florilegium which 
substantiated the formula of Chalcedon with patristic authorities;76 and 
(b) through an expansion of this formula with a few additions intended 
to support it. Both were a contribution to the spirit of the tradition, 
to a continuation of the new interpretation of Chalcedon. 

(a) We can pass over the individual patristic passages. For Severus it 
was settled that a patristic proof for 'two natures' could not be provided. 
Of course he conceded that the reality of divinity and humanity in 
Christ, the latter expressed through the incarnata of the una natura for­
mula, continues to remain unmingled. Thus the 'two natures' are also 
in Cyril within easy reach, as the large Floreyr indeed wanted to prove 
to us. But here Severus remained the staunch traditionalist: the great 
master Cyril had never formally applied 'two' to Christ, and this was 
the gospel for his pupil.77 His altercation with John the Grammarian 

74. The title used by Severus reads not 'against' but 'to' Nephalius, which he himself com­
ments on towards the end of Or. 1: 'That, however, is written by us to Christians for the purpose 
of defence, not as an attack (anti/ogia)': CSCO 120, p.7,18-19. 

75. Cf. Severus Ant., Or. 1 ad Neph.: CSCO 119, p.3,24; 120, p. 3,10-19. According to 
Lebon, 121, the Greek expression was perhaps 7taxv/-leptf~. 

76. The entire dossier of Fathers can no longer be ascertained. From the Or. 2 of Severus 
we know that the following were adduced by Nephalius as authorities: Gregory Nazianzen 
(CSCO 120, 31-32); Proclus of Constantinople (ibid., 33, 14ff.); John Chrysostom (ibid., 34-35) 
and previously Cyril of Alexandria (ibid., 15,31-33; 22,25-23,12; a further passage from Cyril 
is cited in n. 77). Severus replies as well with patristic authorities (35-36) and then adds a longer 
florilegium (36-42). 

77. Severus Ant., Or. 2 ad Neph.: CSCO 120, p.21,l-5: Cyril says in Ep. 40 to Acacius of 
Melitene: 'It is absolutely certain that there is only one nature of the Son; we know, however, 
that it has become flesh and a human being' (PG 77, 192D-193A). But: 'What would he have 
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will make this even more clear to us than the addresses to Nephalius, 
as Leontius of Jerusalem will point out to us (PG86, 1845A). The 
patristic relecture of Chalcedon has also become a linguistic, ter­
minological issue. Th,e proposals of Nephalius are not revolutionary, but 
they are still worth noting. 

(b) Two concessions to Cyril: One concerns the expression 'united 
natures'. Nephalius wanted to bring close together once again the two 
formulas which were contested at Chalcedon and seem to be in opposi­
tion to each other, viz. 'out of two natures' and 'in two natures'; this 
was to occur through speaking of the 'united natures' (4)oael(; 
evw(Jeiaal). 'In two united natures' should signify as much as 'out of 
two one' (tic 0150 e1~). We can recognize these trains of thought from 
Severus' refutation. 78 He argues not un skilfully with the acts of 
Chalcedon. There the Fathers had rejected the first suggested proposal 
for a horos, a proposal composed by Patriarch Anatolius of Constantino­
ple, precisely because it contained the formula 'out of two natures'. 
At the forefront of this action were the two Roman legates of Pope Leo 
I who had threatened their departure should the 'out of two' continue 
to be retained. In its place the new horos with its profession of 'in 
two natures' was then composed and accepted. 79 Thus - so argued 
Severus - even now the 'out of two natures' cannot be made to coincide 
with 'in two natures', even if the state of being united is expressly 
emphasized. 

See how they [the Fathers of ChalcedonJ characterize the formula 'out of two' as heretical 
but define as orthodox the formula 'two united [natures]" whereby they have prepared the 
ground for Christ's being called two natures after the union. 80 

had to have said, if Christ were to be in two natures? "There are two natures of the Son: he 
has indeed become flesh and a human being".' Only with this formal affirmation of the duality 
would Severos have allowed himself to be convinced. 

78. Cf. the following passages: Or. 2 ad Neph.: CSCO 120, p. 9,16-18: 'It is not the same 
to say that Christ is "out of two [natures)" and "in two [natures)" after the union, even if the 
expression is added: "united natures". The Synod itself testifies to that.' Ibid., p. 13,27-30: 'The 
crafty hearer will, however, respond immediately: "See, Cyril forbids the separation of the 
natures after the union; I [Nephalius) call them then also united (illas unitas dko)" '; ibid., 
p. 22,25-28: with reference to Cyril Alex., Ep. 45 ad Succensum I, Nephalius says: 'Why should 
we not thus say: Christ is in two united natures?'; ibid., p. 23,13-14: (Severus:) 'Do not come 
to me again and say to me: "We too do not separate them [the natures), but call them united",' 

79. See ACO II 1,2, p. 128, no. 34; p. 129,30-130,3. Cf.JdChr 13,753-4; CCT 12,543-4; 
Chalkedon I, 396-8. 

80. Severus Ant., Or. 2 ad Neph.: CSCO 120, p.9,27-3O. It is said that with the 'out of 
two' the following were also rejected by the Fathers: 'one through synthesis' and above all the 
'one nature of the incarnate Word'. Were the Fathers of Chalcedon to have acknowledged the 
two formulas as really having the same meaning, they would not have condemned Dioscorus, 
but would have had to have characterized as a wrangler the one who conducted an unnecessary 
fight against equally valid expressions (ibid., pp. 9,30-10,3). 
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Thus for Severus not even 'in two united natures' is sufficient to achieve 
in efficacy his preferred 'out of two'. 81 From the texts of Nephalius, 
which are more intimated than literally cited, it is impossible to decide 
whether with his suggestion he wanted to make the 'out of two natures' 
superfluous or to recommend the simultaneous use of both formulas, 
which would correct each other. For Severus even this could not be con­
sidered, as his concluding words on this topic signify. 

'If you consider all this so you will cease to say: the two natures and the two forms are one 
Christ after you have professed the union.' That that does not suffice is apparent with Theodoret 
and Andrew of Samo~ata, who also speak of the union of natures and yet split up the mystery 
of the o/kot/olllin. 82 Hence according to Severw even the 'two united natures' cannot compete 
with the expr~ siveness of the mlll-phY5is formula.83 It sounds like the judgement after a judicial 
pl"oces~ when he says: 'Should we thus declare ~s :inncx:enl those [i.e. the 'Antiochenes' Theodoret 
and Andrew of Samosata and naturally ChalcedonJ because they call the union undivided 
(individuam) and (characterize) it at the same time as highest and indissoluble and eternal, or 
should we not turn our face away from them (as from the convicted) who speak of two natures 
also after the union and contradict their own utterances and sway towards both sides?,84 

The first attempt of Nephalius to mediate thus found no favour. How 
does it stand with the second, if this as such were really made by 
Nephalius? It is a question of the formula 'hypostatic union' (§vwal~ 
VTtOaraT1Kti). This formula was just as offensive to the Antiochenes as 
the one of 'physical union' (lvWGl~ cpvalKti) which for Cyril was 
equivalent. For 'physical' signified for them as much as 'necessary by 
nature', while the incarnation after all is purely 'from grace'. Unio 
hypostatica was also unacceptable to them. If this expression, however, 
finally still found its way into post-Chalcedonian language and especially 
into scholastic theology, then an intrinsic change in interpretation had 
to have occurred. Ought we to attribute the initiative for this certainly 
not insignificant step of introducing a new linguistic ruling to Nephalius, 
as has been assumed?85 For this purpose may we call upon the follow­
ing text in Severus? 

81. Similarly in Or. 2 ad Neph.: CSCO 120, p. 35,22-7 as a summary of a patristic argument, 
which Severus characterizes as manipulated: 'This is thus the sum of your authorities. While 
you ruin them and explain them according to your whim, and deceive the simple by mentioning 
the natures out of which the one Christ is, you say insidiously: "If two natures are brought 
together and united, we must say that this one Christ is recognized as being two natures".' 

82. Severus Ant., Or. 2 ad Neph.: CSCO 120, p.45,28-34. 
83. Ibid., p.46,10-12. Cf. also p.49,21-34. 
84. Ibid., p.47,6-10. 
85. See R. Helmer, 0p. cit. (n.71), 158. 
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But you can say that the Chalcedonian Synod meant the hypostatic union. It says namely in 
its definition that 'the one and same Christ . . . is known in two natures; yet on account 
of the union the distinction of the natures is not annulled; rather the characteristic of each 
of the two natures was preserved [Lebon translates literally: uniuscuiusque ex duabus naturis), 
which, however, came together in one person and hypostasis,.86 

It could be that Nephalius introduced unio hypostatica into the discus­
sion. One has the impression, however, that it is Severus who wants 
to impute something to his opponent so that he can then divest him 
of the right to speak of a 'hypostatic union' - or so that he can bring 
him to accept along with it the mia-physis formula. For he says to his 
partner: 'Whoever namely talks of one hypostasis must also necessarily 
speak of the one nature.'87 If Nephalius does not take this step, then 
his 'two united natures' will also not result in a 'hypostatic union'. One 
sees that if theologians embark on a compromise with the language of 
the mia-physis christology, then the day is not too far away when the 
simultaneous corrective use of both the one-nature formula and the two­
natures formula can be recommended. There is no evidence that 
Nephalius had already taken this step; it is also not probable. For Severus 
certainly would have immediately taken issue with this attempt, which 
in his eyes was futile. 

It is surprising that Severus also had to defend himself against the 
accusation of theopaschi(ti)sm, which attributes suffering to the godhead 
of Christ as such. The opponents of the mia-physis formula took care 
to raise this issue. As a former 'monophysite', Nephalius, in contrast to 
Severus, would have become considerably more cautious. For the latter 
also does not attempt to explain how the impassible God in the flesh, 
remaining impassible, can really suffer. He defends himself, however, 
against the suggestion that God suffers in the godhead by calling upon 
his usual witnesses.88 He certainly did not wish to follow the manner 
of interpretation indicated by Leo of Rome, nor did he want to allow 
the question 'which nature was hanged on the cross'. 89 Without the 
solution of this difficulty, however, Severus could not really repudiate 
the reproach of theopaschi(ti)sm. We shall meet this problem again. The 
extent to which Severus knew himself to be obligated to the ecclesial 
kerygmatic tradition is indicated by a beautiful text from his first address 
to Nephalius, with which we shall end.90 

86. Severos Ant., Dr. 2 ad Neph.: CSCO 120, pp. 12,29-13,1. 
87. Ibid., p. 13,1-5, where Severos ends with the words: 'Qui enim unam hypostasim dicit, 

necessario et unam naturam dicet.' 
88. Ibid., p.42,4-13. 
89. Ibid., p.44,8-16; p. 36,19-24 (with reference to Pope Leo: PL 54, 775). 
90. Severos Ant., Dr. 1: CSCO 120, pp.6,28-7,17. 
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If anyone says that the flesh of the Lord descended from heaven or passed through the Virgin 
as through a channel, and describes it not rather as from her in accordance with the law 
of conception, even if fonned without man, he is condemned. Neither the conception nor 
the birth from Mary, nor the dealings with human beings, nor cross, tomb, resurrection 
from the dead, ascension into heaven happen according to appearance, but all according to 
truth: for we needed real healing, because we had really sinned. Thus we await in truth 
the coming Christ in exactly the body in which he bore the suffering of the cross which 
brought s~lvation; tllus namely will he be seeD by those who have pierced him On 19,37). 
We hold in our mind Dot the so-called theopaschi&m - far be it - but we say that the 
Lord of glory, ~5 stnnds written, suffered iD the flesh (d. 1 Pet 4,1; 1 Cor 2,8). Although 
it is namely proper to the body to suffer, so the impassible Word was united to one capable 
of suffering; and because the body is proper to him, thus too the suffering is stated of him. 
But according to our faith the incarnation of the Lord is neither without soul nor without 
spirit, rather ensouled, endowed with spirit and understanding. We impose the ban on the 
appearance doctrine (phontasia) of Eutyches and Valentinus and the ungodliness of the 
Manichaeans and the foolishness of Apollinarius and the dreadful division of the oikonomia 
by Nestorius. 

2. John of Caesarea, presbyter and grammarian 

The next opponent with whom Severus of Antioch took up the fight 
was the presbyter and grammarian John of Caesarea, with his Apologia 
for the Council of Chalcedon.91 Whether this amateur theologian, as 
Severus regarded him, had anything to do with the author of the 
Cyrillian florilegium or with Nephalius or not, he ought to be regarded 
as the real promoter of the attempt to mediate between Cyril, the 
theological authority dominating everything, and Chalcedon with its 

91. Cf. CPG 6855-62. Richard, 10"01111;$ CaesariellSis . .. Opera = CCG 1; in this are: 1. 
Apologia (oueilii C!taludo"~"$is, 3) Lat.: pp. 6-46; d. J. Lehon, Stilt'; AUllodl/!lu' libcr comra ill'pi,"" 
Grall/mar/cum = CSCO 111, 93.101 (T); 112, 94.102 (V Lat.); b) Excerpt4 graeca: Richard, op. 
cit., 49-58; C. MoeiW;, 'Trois fragments grees de l'Apologie de Jean Ie Gr'llnmairien pour Ie 
concile de Ch3Ic~doine', RHE 46 (1951), 683-8. The effort [hat Severus had made in composing 
the work against the Grammariall he describes ill the letter to the Presbytc:r and Archimandrite, 
Elisha, from the years 519- 521(?): PO 12, no. XXXIV, 272ft 2. Capilli /a XVII COl/Ira MOllO' 

III'yslliJS: Richard, op. cil, 61~. On this, Ie-H. Uthemann. 'Rezension zu M . Ri.chard, CCG 
1', in ByzZ 73 (1980), 70-2. of the XVII Capilli III Uthemann denies that nos XH-XVU belong 
to John tlle G(ammarian. bCC4use in them the concept of IIIrllJPo!lasls which is important Cm 
John iii missing. On he p rs 1'1 of the Grammarian: according to C. Moeller, 'Un repr~sentant 
de 13 christologic neochnicMollienne 311 d~but du sixiemc si~c1e en Orient" REE 40 (1944/45) 
(73-140) . 103, n. 1 and according [0 Richard , CCG 1, p. Vi, n. 12. with Caesarca the city of 
tbe same Mmc in Cappadoda and not in Palestine is meant. Howevc~, thi, is u'ncertain, as is 
shown by A. de Hallcux, 'Le ' synode neochalcedonicn" d'Alexandrettc (ca 515) et I' "Apologie 
poUr Chalcedoine" de Jean Ie Grruumairien', RHB .n (1977). 593~OO. He shakes the major 
argument of C . Moeller. Studies: Moeller, Cllalkedoll I (637-720). 672-4; S. Helmer, op. cll. 
(n. 71), 160-76: P. T. R. Gray, op. cil. (n. 71); L. Perrone, op. dl . (n. 71) 249-60 among others; 
P. AJlen, 'Neo·ChalcedoniSlll and the Patriarchs of the Late Sixth Century' . By.z 50 (1980). 5-17: 
A. Grillmeier, 'D as ostliche und das westlicbc ChristusbiJd. Zu einer Studie aber den 
Neuchalcedonismus' (=P. T. R. Gray), TheolPhi/ 59 (1984), 84-96. 
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fresh start. More clearly than with his two predecessors, there are two 
methodological levels that can be discerned in his writings, on the basis 
of which reconciliation could be brought about: (1) work on the 
'concept' and (2) diplomacy in the use of formulas. How does Severus 
react to this? 

(a) Work on the concept 
At last it is recognizable that the effort to clarify contested concepts had 
begun, something that would already have been timely with the Council 
of 451. The chances of success for the new initiative were not very great. 
Most of all Severus was responsible for that. The monk received the 
suggestions of the Grammarian coolly, and remarked that a Homeric 
philologist and crammer would do better to keep his £nger out of 
theological affairS.92 He was particularly angered over the Gram­
marian's doubt about the authenticity of certain texts.93 This is a 
reference to the Symbol of Gregory the Wonderworker, which the 
Grammarian declared to be inauthentic because in it homoousios occurs, 
a word which had been unknown before Nicaea (325). Severus cites the 
contested verse.94 One would now have expected that the much more 
pressing problem of the Apollinarian forgeries in general would also have 
come up for discussion, something that would have suggested itself with 
the name of Gregory the Wonderworker and its misuse perpetrated 
by the Apollinarians. Nevertheless it will become apparent why the 
Grammarian himself could hardly have had an interest in pointing out . 
the inauthenticity of texts with the mia-physis formula. In the excerpts 
which have been passed on by Severus there is also no reference to this. 

92. Cf. Severos Ant., C. imp. Cram., Or. I 9: CSCO 112, p. 37,14-15: Et forsitan putas te 
ad iuvenculos, qui apud te instituuntur, loqui; Or. II 12: CSCO 112, p. 89,11-18: Quomodo 
enim haec non sint lacrymis digna: quod (scilicet) ii, qui in explicanda pueris ira apud Homerum 
(cantata) omnem aetatem triverint, minimeque forsan feliciter rem gesserint, cum ineruditionis 
pallio, illotis pedibus, ut dicitur, irruant in divina [sc. in theology) eaque perperam explicent. 
After that Severus criticizes the method of the Grammarian, using the texts of the Master, i.e. 
Cyril, partly through abbreviating and partly through adding. On the role of a 'grammarian' 
in Greek paideia and his significance for Christian exegesis and theology, see C. Schaublin, Unter· 
suchungen zur Methode und Herkunft tIer antiochenischen Exegese = Theophaneia 23 (Cologne, Bonn, 
1974), 34. 

93. Cf. Severus Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. II 9: CSCO 112, p. 78,26-33. 
94. Cf. Greg. Nyss., De vita Gregor;; Thaumaturgi (CPG 3184): PG 46, 912D-913A. Cf. on 

this L. Abramowski, 'Das Bekenntnis des Gregor Thaumaturgus bei Gregor von Nyssa und das 
Problem seiner Echtheit', ZKG 62 (1973), 145-66. There is a short account of her arguments 
against the authenticity of the symbol known to us today in J. M. Rist, Platonism and its Christian 
Heritage (London, 1985), no. XII: Basil's 'Neoplatonism': Its Background and Nature, reprinted 
from P. J. Fedwick (ed.), Basil of Caesarea: Christian, Humanist. Ascetic (Toronto. 1981) (137-220), 
209-10. 
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His critique relates to other weaknesses of the opponent's argumentation 
and its foundations. 

(i) A surprise attack by the Grammarian: the distinction between physis 
and ousia 
For Chalcedon, as for Severns, the controversy about concepts revolved 
around the word physis and its meaning. In order to prove the legitimacy 
of the 'two physeis' of Chalcedon, John called in, not at all clumsily, 
the concept ousia. By precise definition he attempted to contrast it 
with the concept hypostasis and to give to it its own function in 
establishing the two-natures formula. In fact Severus was in no slight 
quandary. For the Grammarian, Basil of Caesarea had already performed 
important preliminary work, admittedly not in any way complete; this 
is in the context of the discussion about the trinitarian formula of the 
three hypostases in the one divine ousia. This historical recourse did not 
greatly please Severns. He denied that the Grammarian had understood 
correctly the principal document, viz. letter 214 to Terentius. 95 The 
following passage is the one in question. 

On the one hand each of us participates in the general way of being of the essence, on the 
other hand each is 'this' or 'that' through the peculiarities each possesses. [Then follows the 
application to the divine trinity.J Hence the essence is also common there as, for example, 
the goodness of the godhead or whatever else can still be thought. The hypostasis, however, 
is discernible in the particularity of fatherhood, sonship or in the power to sanctify. 96 

95. Cf. John Gram., Apol. 14: Richard, CCG I, I I, pp.8,72-9,110. 
96. Basil. Caes., Ep. 214,4 ad Terentium: Courtonne, II, p. 205; PG 32, 789A4-15: lleplot 

roil (hi vllouraclI<; /Cal ovu(a ov TavTov tUTI ... t/Cefvo tpoillJev, tin tiv €Xel A,oyov TO /cOIVOV 
llPO<; TO iOlOV, ToilTOV €xel Ii ovu(a llpo<; n}v V1l0UTaulv. "E/CaUTo<; yap IilJwv /Cai TIP /cO/VIP 
~<; ovular; A,oycp TOV elval }JeTtxel /Cal Tofr; llepi aVTov lO,wlJaulv () t5elvd tU'fI /Cal () oefva 
... On this see A. de Halleux, ' "Hypostase" et "Personne" dans la formation du dogme trinitaire 
(ca375-381)" RHE 79 (1984), 313-69,625-70; on Basil: 318-30. Basil wants to protect the 
comes, Terentius, from the forgeries of the old·Nicencs of Antioch (Paulinus), for whom ousia 
and hypostasis are synonymous and who consequently speak only of the one hypostasis of the 
godhead and the three praso(lll. Por the acceptQnce and further development of this linguistic rule 
see Gregory of Nyssa: CPG 3196 = Ad Pltrnm lratrtm til tliffm lltla c$$t,,'iaf et hypostaseos (Ps. 
:Batli, Ep. 38); CPG 3138 = Ad Gral!tos ex cOlllmlillilms IlUt/Oll/bIlS; CPG 3139 = Ad A blabium quod 
11011 till I 1m tit!. On the topic itself see C. Stead, 'Ontology ana Terminology in Gregory of 
Nyssa', in idem, SI4bstance alld l/1usioll III 4ht Chrisliull FalheTS (London, 1985). IX, reprint from 
H. Dorrie et al. (eds), Gregor von Nyssa und die Philosophle (Lciden, 1976), 107-27 with a report 
of the discussion. For the Latin linguistic usage it is to be noted that from Tertullian the first 
category of Aristotle, ousia, was translated by substantia and Dot essentia, which etymologically 
would have been more appropriate. The reason for this presumably lay in the fact that the Latins 
considered essentia as the bearer of the accidents, which could find no application to God. Marius 
Victorinus certainly refers to this in Adv. Arium I, 31: A. Locher, Marii Vlctorini Afri Opera 
Theologica (Leipzig, 1976), p. 65,16-19: sed dicunt scripturae lumen esse deum, spiritum esse. haec 
autem substantiam [ovu(avJ significant non enlm accidens. Cf. no. 30, p.64,1-15. 
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The presbyter of Caesarea now applies this distinction to the Chalcedo­
nian christological formula. In so doing he does not deny the concept 
of physis in favour of the concept of ousia, but pushes it into the 
background.97 Behind this is the following line of thought: together 
with Severus, the Grammarian is prepared to accept the formula 'from 
two natures' (tK 0150 cPvuewv). For this involves a graded process of 
thought which he can perform: at first glance the 'two natures' are still 
considered in the state of not-being-unified, whereby it is presupposed 
that here it is only a matter of an abstract theoria. For the humanity of 
Christ ought never to be assumed as real outside the henosis. This first 
actio is sufficient, however, to enable precisely this reality so to come 
into sight that it can also be recognized as persisting in the state of being 
united with the godhead. In this way the Grammarian intends to create 
the possibility of speaking of a duality in Christ. For this, however, the 
concept of ousia was more appropriate than the concept of physis, at least 
with Severus in view. For physis means for Severus 'that which is there 
from birth', thus the hereditary being or essence which is the bearer of 
all life acts. In Christ this is the God-nature. It is so much his own that 
even the substantially united humanity cannot receive the name of a 
physis. For this reason too there cannot be a duality of physeis. 

It is different with the word ousia, especially if Basil's analysis of con­
crete being, as present in the letter to Terentius, is assumed. For it offers 
the possibility, which Severus had given up, of grasping conceptually 
and characterizing the unmingled humanity in Christ also in the state 
of being united, without allowing it to come to the feared teaching of 
the two hypostases. If Jesus is both true God as well as true human 

97. Severns Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. II 17: CSCO 112, p. 118,7-14, notes the intent of the 
Grammarian to shift from the concept of physis to the concept of ousia: 'The duality of the natures 
(Physis) which cuts the one Christ into two you make into essences (ousia, substantia) understood 
in the universal sense, and you say that they [the essences of godhead and humanity] understood 
in the universal sense are united according to the hypostasis or - to use your word -
hypostatically. Thus expl~in to \IS how th~se esseoces, I mean in so far as they express what 
is common (kO/IIOII) with Lue godhead and the humanity. are able to be united to each other 
and to be placed together hypostaticaUy, so that they form one hypostasis.' Admittedly the line 
of t~ought of tue Grammarian is twisted in lhil account. What he wanted to take only on 
the logical level, Severns transfers to the ontological. See the whole of no. 14 in Richard, CCG 
1, 8-9. The same difficulty in understanding the Grammarian's line of thought - and this is 
once again on account of the lack of distinction between abstract essence and concrete nature 
- Severus shows in C. imp. Gram., Or. II. 22: CSCO 112, pp. 146,33-147,2: 'Thus we have 
clearly pointed out how with our way of speaking of "out of two natures" we do not understand 
that the natures themselves are in the universal sense essences which comprehend many 
hypostases, whereby in your foolish godlessness it would result in the sacred Trinity being incar­
nate in the whole of humanity and the whole human race ... ' The whole of ch. 22 speaks in 
this sense. 
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being, understanding which proceeds by way of abstraction ought 
rightfully to discover in him on the one hand the God-essence and on 
the other the human-being-essence. One ought also to speak of two ousiai 
to the extent that the ousia only becomes hypostasis through the idiomata 
added to it. If Severus wanted to forbid the application of this conceptual 
word to the humanity of Christ, he would run the danger of denying 
its reality. Because with ousia only the general (be it of divinity or 
humanity) is denoted, thus the koinon without the idiomata, so the 
assumption of two hypostases or persons is excluded. Severus can even 
use the formula 'from two natures (physeis), with good conscience only 
because by physis he can understand ousia. 98 The usage introduced by 
the Fathers of maintaining in Christ a twofold homoousion - with the 
Father namely on the basis of the one godhead, with us on the basis 
of the common humanity - leads to the same result. A twofold homo­
ousion means two ousiai. 99 

98. Cf. John Gram., Apol. 19: Richard, CCG 1, 11, p. 10,128-130: Quomodo autem Christum 
etiam 'ex duabus naturis' dicemus, si 'naturarum' nomen loco 'substantiarum' [ousiaij ab /llis non intelligatur? 

99. It is precisely this reference to the twofold consubstantialis that SeveNS finds annoying. 
For this reason he cites and rebuts it often, not, however, without interpreting the text in a 
way which is dangerous for the Grammarian. It is found for the first time in the Apologia, 
frag. 19: Richard, CCG 1, p.10,137-139: Quomodo autem Christum et Patri consubstalltialem et 
nobis consubstalltialem statuUllt et duos qUidem consubstalltiales cOllfiteri lion cessant, duas aurem substantias 
negallt? (How can they [the Fathers j characterize Christ as consubstantial with the Father and 
consubstantial with us and not cease to confess two consubstantialities [masculine) and to deny 
two ousiai?) Cf. SeveNS Ant., C. imp. Gram. II. 21: CSCO 112, p. 140,8-11. The text returns 
in II. 29: pp. 177,6-9; 178,22-25. Fortunately we have a Greek text, independent of SeveNS, 
passed on through the DP and the fragments transmitted there, fragments falsely ascribed to 
Eulogius of Alexandria (CPG 6972). A comparison of the Syriac-Latin version with the Greek 
makes utterly clear - what neither J. Lebon nor M. Richard noticed - that SeveNS in the 
three words 'et duOl/ quidem cODSub,taJJtiales' used the masculine while the Greek text is 
composed with the neuter: fla)!; ~t /Cal OJJOOVUIOV riP narpi /Cai ttJJiv OJJOOVUIOV rov 
Xplurov JJera n}v tVWUIV vnor(Oevral /Cal ov vap/cwul ~VO JJtv oJJoovula oJJolo}'oilvre~, 
dpvouJJevol ~t ra~ ~uo ovu(a~ (Richard, CCG 1, p. 51,77-79), where instead of dpvouJJevol 
it mistakenly reads dpvovJJeval. Cf. DP, p. 71,13-15. In this way Severus ascribes to the Gram­
marian a profession of two hypostases or persons in Christ, i.e. he makes him a Nestorian. A. 
Van Roey kindly brought to my attention the fact that the Syriac text of C. Imp. Gram. II. 
21 and 29: CSCO 112, pp. 140,10; 177,8; 178,24 has a masculine expression which is such that 
it can also be rendered in the neuter. One could thus translate: duos qllidem cOI/S"bstautiales or: 
duo quidem consubstalltialia. A. Van Roey refers to the Syriac translation of Cyril Alex., Ep.46 
ad Succensum II, in C. imp. Gram. I. 7, CSCO 112, p. 72,4-5, where in Greek there is the neuter 
homoousia, which is rendered in the Syriac by the masculine. The Greek text, now known, of 
our section demands the neuter, however: dyo homoousia = duo quidem consubstalltialia. But by 
these means Severos could not have gained the respect of the Grammarian. In fact what it 
amounts to is that the Grammarian said homoousia (neuter) for which SeveNS placed in Greek 
homoousioi (masculine), and hence accused his opponent of Nestorianism. There is no doubt that 
John consciously chose the neuter form, because indeed he cites the expression of Gregory 
Nazianzen: In Emmanuel there is indeed an aliud el aliud, but not an alius el alius (dllo /Cal 
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The presbyter John now attempts to illustrate this conceptual analysis 
with examples taken from various areas. 

(1) From the Greek teaching about the elements: the four elements 
represent four 'differentiated essences' (c5Ute/WPOl ouu(al). They can, 
however, combine in an 'inseparable union' (dc51a(peTOr; ~VWUlr;) to 
become 'one hypostasis', thus wood, stone and so on. This example from 
nature, however, has the disadvantage that in the one hypostasis there 
was a Kpamr;, a mixing, even a UUYXVUlr;, a blending. 100 For this reason 
it is better to draw examples from another domain, namely 

(2) From anthropology: 

In each of us the ousia of the soul is other than the ousia of the body; at the same time, 
however, the two ousiai in corning together to a single thing (Ka8eKauTov) form one £r0-
sopon, for example, that of John or of Paul or that of another, and yet remain two. 1 

Nevertheless John confesses that even the body-soul analogy has its 
limits in its application to Christ: 

. . . Thus there occurred in Christ the uniting of the two ousiai to become one hypostosis, 
one proSOJlOlI, when this is shown only dimly through examples. The oikonomia in Christ, 
bowever, nuu away from every type of uniting [taken from the earthly domain) and outstrips 
all htlrum underst.ancling. 102 

The Grammarian attempts to secure this preference of his for the ousia 
concept in two directions. With his choice of words and concepts he 
moves simultaneously on two levels, namely on that of the abstract 
(ousia) and on that of the concrete (hypostasis). If he places the concept 
of ousia at the forefront he can come under the suspicion that the 

dUo, ovx: cLl,).O( Ko1 dUo() (cf. Greg. Naz_. Ep. 101. 4: PG 37, 180Al6-133; in Richard, 
CCG 1. 110. V, p.57,241-242). Moreover the text reads iII fragment 21 of the Apologia, in 
Richard, p. 11,160-163: 'Thus wLLert the Fathers place upllysis" in the singular without adding 
"[the pllysi's) of tbe God-Logos", tbey describe the ollSla and say that there are two narures in 
Chri5t; they recognize him [Christ) namely according to the "one thing and another" lind as 
"comubstantial with the Father and with us".' One Clm lurdly avoid the conclusion that Severos 
undertook the alteration described consciously in order to place his opponent in the wrong. Just 
as the Chalcedonian formula of two natures, so too according to Severos the formula of two 
011$/111 leads to Ncstorinnism which. paniculatly in chs 27, 30 nnd 32 of Book U (CSCO 112, 
168-170, 180-183 and 191-196), he explains with r~pcated argwnents. 'Scilo trgo qllod dicelldo 
dllas SIIbS/IWlias [ = two ollSln~. d,las quoql/e hypostases dietl, it/ams; latert' velil rurn the cODcluding 
word of SeveTU5 OD this problem (cf. n. 33, p. 209,23-24), which had concerned him particularly 
in cbs 23-28. Here he is not completely sincere. As we shall see later. in the altercation with 
Julian of Halicarna5sus and Sergius he could very well employ exactly this argument of the Gram­
marian concerning the two ousiai. 

100. Cf. John Gram., Apol. IV. 2: Richard, CCG 1, I 2, p.53,136-14O. 
101. Ibid., pp.53,141-54,145. 
102. Ibid., p.54,156-160, especially 157-158: TWV t5vo OVUIWV yeyovev Avwult; e/( /-lfav 

vnouTauiv Kal tv npouwnov. 
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humanity of Christ is not an objective reality, but a mental construction, 
hence appearance. For this reason he stresses too the real existent content 
of the ousia. But in this way he brings it closer to the hypostasis concept 
and courts the danger of introducing with 'Nestorius' two hypostases. 
In a rather long fragment of his apologia which is transmitted in the DP 
in Greek under the name of Eulogius of Alexandria, he tries to escape 
this dilemma. He clarifies how he understands the reality of the ousia, 
particularly as far as the humanity of Christ is concerned. But in the 
same fragment be also takes pains to show that being real on its own 
does not yet make the humanity of Christ into a hypostasis, that is, into 
a second person. To this end he emphasizes, with reference to Cyril of 
Alex.andria and Athanasius, the closeness of the hypostasis concept to 
'reality', 'existence', and so on. Thus he gives to it a meaning through 
which what is common to OflSia and hypostasis is brought into relief and 
wha is special, which differentiates both, is bracketed. The important 
section is cited in translation because it is at the same time important 
for a new concept which the Grammarian here introduces into the discus­
sion, namely that of the enhypostaton. 1

0
3 

(4) One: should know that for the holy Fathers "l'po3tasls is used in the plaee of (lIISio, as 
Cyril aUo assumc:5. In the tbird Anathema he says, namely: 'If in the one Christ anyone 
separates the hypostases after the union . . .'. Hl'posrasls signific, here what exists 
(tlq,eO'1'1IKo,.); for the 'Godbeaw' wbo constantLy fougbt against the blasphemies of 
Nestorius would not have named two hypostases ill the one Chrut if he had not used them 
in the place of ousiai. 

(5) Dolin wanted to derive the same result from Athanasiu. Ep. aJ Afros, PG 26, 1036B 
5-9, with reference to Jer 9,9; hence he reasons:] The hyposrasls is oluio and has no other 
meaning thllD that of the being itself which Jeremiah calls ltyparxis in saying: 'And they heard 
not the voice of the "yporxis' [LXX]. [A~cordillg to the Masoretic text it is a question of 
people in devastated Jerusalem no longer hearing the yoiee of the herds. They had been robbed 
indeed with the whole 'possession' of the people, of its llliuralll{a.] The hypostasis alld the 
OllSm thus mean "rporxis. exist.enct:; it {s namely and exisrs. 

(6) If now anyone characteiUes according to tbis meanlng the ollslal as real 
(tllt!7rOOTc:fTOII,.), that is, as existent, then one too would Ilot deny that. For the ltYPQl/4s1s 
differentiates itself from the: Ollsltl not according to being, but through being general (tciJ .. • 
ptv KOIW!iJ,. elvo/) with which I mean the ollS;a: in contrast the "ypostasis is the being one's 
own (/oneiiJ,.) when it has with the general !llso its own. Thus we do oot characterize our 
ousia in Christ in the sense of being real (t!\lVnOOTaTov) a~ a "YPOSII1S;,1 which exists for iUcif 
in its characteristics and is a prosopo", bu.t insofar as it exists and is. Sometimes ·namdy 
hyposl4sls signifies (reveals) that which oils/a is, 3S has been shown IllImely when it has been 
stripped of the characteristic idiomata and of whllt becomes visible in the prosapon. 

The argumentation of the Grammarian admittedly is not convincing. 
In the third Anathema, Cyril speaks only conditionally of two hypostases, 

103. John Gram., Apol. IV. 4-6: Richard, CCG I, I. 2, pp. 55,189-56,211. On this Severus 
Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. II. 24: CSCO 112, pp. 150-156. 
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namely for the case that one sees them bound to each other only in a 
moral way and thus in the sense of Nestorius in Cyril's interpretation. 
Only in a christology of separation, not for Cyril himself, are there two 
hypostases. Hence John cannot prove from the third Anathema that Cyril 
intended to speak of two hypostases or ousiai. Even his recourse to 
Athanasius and his synonymous use of ousia and hypostasis is of no use. 
For the Alexandrian is an old-Nicene and cannot at all perform that upon 
which the Grammarian builds his entire argumentation, namely Basil's 
distinction of ousia and hypostasis as general in contrast to special. Thus 
ifJohn intends to construct being real or existence as the bridge between 
the concepts of ousia and hypostasis, he confuses two conceptual systems, 
the Athanasian (old-Nicene) and the Basilian (neo-Nicene). In any case 
his historical examples for the legitimacy of speech about two ousiai fade 
away. Despite this, however, his whole attempt of calling upon the con­
cept of ousia to justify the Chalcedonian formula of two natures is not 
worthless. For in the reality of the one Christ the abstract essence of 
humanity and divinity must be determinable even for Severus, if there 
is to be any sense at all in speaking of an unmingled unity. 

Severus does not enter, however, into this really legitimate reflection 
of the Grammarian. He is not prepared to accept the latter's distinction 
of ousia and hypostasis, but rather attempts to tie him in knots and to 
characterize his depiction of the incarnation as absurd. But this does not 
happen without distorting the words of the opponent. He finds two 
weak passages in John's remarks: 

(1) 'Tota humanitatis substantia in ilIo [= in Christo]': As in the Son the whole essence (ousia, 
substantia) of the godhead is, so in Christ, in the Son become human, is also the 'whole human 
essence'. In this way the Grammarian wants expressly to give a rebuff to Apollinarius, who 
teaches that the Son assumed only a part of this humanity, namely flesh without a spiritual soul. 
The Son 'assumed (rather) the whole human essence which is flesh animated by a rational spiritual 
soul: because these are generally completely present in each and every human being, they are 
rightly called essence. Por among themselves the individually constituted human beings are 
separated not through the essence. 1m! through the peculiarities they have, height, colour, and 
in gener:al terms, through the peculiarities of perwnal features' .104 

(2) The distinction of Oll.!ill and hyposrQSls as the 'general' in contrast to the special through 
the 'individual' features. 

Now Severus consciously interprets the Grammarian differently from 
the way in which the latter understands himself. For when the latter 
emphasizes the assumption of the 'whole essence of the human being', 
he means by that the integra essentia hominis in contrast to the assumption 

104. John Gram., Apol. I. 4: Richard, CCG 1, I. 1, p.9,100-110. Cf. ibid., no. 57, 
p.23,510-512; no. 65, p. 27,623-624; JdChr 12

, 484 (Apollinarius). 
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of a partial substance. It is a question of the natura completa, of the com­
plete human nature. Severus, however, interprets this assumption of the 
tota natura as the assumption of the natura universalis, of the universal 
essence of humanity. He argues against John in the following way: 

God's Word himself participated fully in that which belongs commonly to the ousia, because 
it is united to one single body endowed with a rational soul, but not to the whole ousia 
and to all flesh endowed with a rational (soul). But your utterances lead you to this, for 
you say: 'He assumed, however, the whole ousia which consists of flesh endowed with an 
intelligent and rational soul'. 105 

Severus was striving to evade the attempt of the Grammarian to 
postulate that one had to accept two essences in Christ. For this reason 
he sought to make out that the stressing of the ousia by his opponent 
was a false tack. If, according to John, the Son of God assumes the 
'universal essence of the human being', he takes up the whole human 
race into the hypostatic union. Every single human being is then, on 
account of his assumed ousia, a real Son of God. This reproach certainly 
does not touch the real thought of the Grammarian, who rightly 
establishes in Jesus of Nazareth the universal humanity as he finds it 
elsewhere in every individual human being. The censure of Severus 
would then also fall, for example, on the incarnation doctrine of Gregory 
of Nyssa, to whom, in point of fact, renowned historians of doctrine 
have attributed this teaching of the assumption of the whole human 
race. 106 If the presbyter of Caesarea, however, wants to defend himself 
against the interpretation of his teaching by Severus, he must point out 
that the humanity of Jesus is individually formed as is that of each and 
every human being. Then on account of his Cappadocian teaching on 
ousia and hypostasis only with difficulty can he avoid the necessity of 

105. Severos Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. II. 17: CSCO 112, p. 128,22-28. Cf. the letters XV 
(PO 12, 210-221), XVI (211), II (186ff.): the heliosis was not a heliosis of the humallitas i.s. gellerico 
('lIiisutha) with the Godhead. 

106. Cf. R . Seeberg, Lehrbuch der Dogmellgeschichte II (Erlangen, Leipzig, 31923), p.201, 
n. 1. Seeberg names W. Henmann (1875). A. Ritschl and A. von Harnack, Dogmellgeschicltte 
11\ 166: The Logos is said not to have a.ssumed a human individuum, but the species humanity. 
In opposition WD' P. Loo£s , PRE Vl1l

, 152; definitive rebuttal by K. Holl, A mphllocl,hu von 
Ikollium ill seill~'" Verhiil",is zu dell dre; grojetl KtJpJllldociem (1904), 222ff. Seeberg says wit{l regard 
to this, op. cit.: 'It is the old relationship of the first of humanity to the race which directed 
Gregory's thoughts, not a Platonic idea. Moreover, the very thought that in Christ all are 
physically divinized would exclude the effort of individuals for salvation, which is so strongly 
stressed.' Fundamentally, it must be said of the inadequacies of the conceptual language 
introduced in this context that not all the consequences which occurred in the course of reflection 
and discussion on it were really recognized or wanted by the Fathers. For this reason all the 
attempts to master the mystery of the incarnation or trinity conceptually must always be 
measured by the kerygmatic statements of faith of the individual Fathers or of the Church at 
their time. 
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accepting in the human being Jesus a second hypostasis beside the 'Son 
of God'. For the ousia cannot be realized as universal essence, but only 
as individualized, concrete physis, that is, as prosopon. Thus he comes to 
hear from Severns: 'There is no prosopon-Iess physis.'107 With this com­
ment the Grammarian is challenged to present a theory of incarnation 
which represents a via media between the alleged assumption of the whole 
of humanity and a doctrine of two hypostases. Will he be able to achieve 
this with his Cappadocian assumptions? He attempts the solution by way 
of a concept which had already been introduced before him, but which 
receives from him a new application. 

(ii) The concept of enhypostaton 
In order to reply to the objections of Severus, the Grammarian coins 
the formula of the 'two natures enhypostatically united'. 108 Let us first 
take up only the word enhypostatos. 

John the Grammarian did not himself introduce this concept into 
theological discourse. 109 It found particular importance in the 
theological discussions about the Trinity in the fourth century, as Jerome 
and Epiphanius testify.110 In the question of the trinitarian formula the 
monk of Bethlehem stood on the side of the old-Nicene Paulinus of 
Antioch, and hence against Meletius. The Meletians demanded from him 
confession of the three hypostases in the one godhead, a formula which 
was for him a neologism,111 but aroused in him in particular the suspi­
cion of Arianism. For this reason he asked his opponents, the Meletians, 
for an explanation of this formula, which was interpreted by them as 

107. Cf. John Gram., 0p. cit. IV. 2: CCG 1, I. 2, p. 53,121-122: /Ca( I/laulv, oV/C tUtl I/lvulC; 
dnpouCI)no~ . 

108. Ibid., p. 53,118-120: 'HJJWV yap tvvnoutat~ t)vCI)",tva~ /SrJo I/lrJuel~ leyoVT:CI)v 
tOe).O/CCI)cPoVUI /Cai nepl~vovrec; t~C; o",oloy(a~ t)",wv to tvvnoutatCl)C; t)vCl)",tvac;, 
npoplti",aT:l /CtXP'1VT:al ... 

109. According to Lampe, PGL, 485b, tvvnoutatOC; is found in the sense of 'real', 'actual', 
'existent' as early as hen., Frag. 19 (PG 7, 124OC), as well as Origen, Didymus, Ps. Athanasius, 
etc. 

110. On Jerome see A. de Halleux, ' HHypostase" et "Personne" , (above n. 96), 331-41; on 
Epiphanius d. Parlariorl, haer. 72,11: Holl III, 265-266. In question is a profession of faith which 
the Marcellan community of Ancyra addressed to the Egyptian bishops banished to Diocaesarea. 
In this in continuation of Marcellan teaching the community professed the 'three prosopa of the 
holy Trinity which are unlimited, real, one in essence, equally eternal and perfect' (tp(a 
npouCl)na dnepfypaq,a /Cai tVllnoutata /Cai oJJoorJula •.. ) (p.266,4-5). Cf. W. Gericke, 
Marcell von APlCyra (Halle, 1940), 23, where besides other inaccuracies, enhypost4ton is taken not 
in the sense of 'real', but in the sense of the inexistence, i.e. the perichoresis of the three divine 
persons. 

111. Jerome, Ep. 15,3: Hilberg, CSEL 54 (Vienna, 1910), 64: trium vnoO'taO'eCl)v '" 
nal/ellum a me, homine Romano, nomen exigitur. 
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tres personae subsistentes or, in Greek, Tp(a 1tpouw1ta liq,euTiina. Jerome 
says for this: Tp(a tvV1tOUTaTa. 112 Here this expression means nothing 
other than 'real', 'existent'. 

Marius Victorinus too refers in the same direction; in his 'theological 
works'113 it is true that he does not have enhypostaton, but employs 
rather often for it the cognate term tVOVUIO~.114 As for John the Gram­
marian and his conceptual reflections, the Chalcedonian definition was 
the starting-point, so for the comments of Marius Victorinus it was 
the homoousios of Nicaea. Thus for him the noun ouu(a together with 
the abstractions, adjectives and verbs associated with it come into his 
world of vision. Thereby the Latin substantia corresponds to the Greek 
ouu(a.115 Hypostasis and ousia are synonymous. 116 In this regard he could 
be characterized as an old-Nicene, although for the difference of Father, 
Son and Spirit in the one God he accepts the formula: una substantia 
(ouu(a), tres subsistentiae,u' The substantia (ouu(a) is the being of the 
divinity itself (id ipsum, quod est esse); this being, however, subsists in 
a threefold way, as God Father, as Logos and as Holy Spirit. Father and 
Son (and Spirit) have the same hypostasis or - as the Latins say -
the same substance (ovu(a); for this reason they are only one God, but 
as esse formatum they are threefold (tres subsistentiae). 

112. Jerome, loc. cit., who transmits the demand of the Meletians of Antioch, clothed in an 
anathema: si quis tres hypostases ut tria tvvnoO'TaTa, hoc est III tres subsistences persollas, non confitetur, 
anathema sil (65). For the Meletians the formula of the ' thsee subsistent prosoJfi1' was not sufficient 
to be able to exclude Sabellianism definitively. Cf. Basil Caes., Ep. 236 ad A.mphi/. no. 6; Cour­
tonne 1Il, 54; PG 32, 884C: 'Those who say that ousia and hypostasis are the same thing see 
themselves forced to confess only different prosopa, and while they avoid speaking of three 
hypostases they find themselves inevitably caught in the web of Sabellius.' Jerome himself 
suspected the Meletiam of Arianism, i.e. the division of the one godhead into three separate 
substances. Of. Ep. 15,3 2nd 4, cited in A. de Halleux, arl. cit. (above n.96), 336, n.4. 

113. Cf. A. Locher, Marii Viclorl"i Opera theologica (Leipzig, 1976) with indices. 
114. To be compared are: rJ'Trepovcnot;, mpm SIIbslanliale. quintessential; dVOVC7IOt;, sillt 

substantia (p. 100,17). Cf. AJv. ArlulII n. 1: Locher, pp. 100,16-101,19. Many caII the Ilyperousios 
a\$o (1110115;05. Cf. also Locher, p. 7,15- 16; p. 18,18: al/aurios = //!subslalUiale (for God) (negative 
theology). 'EVOVC7/0r; , whAt has being wd substance, wbjch he also narulate5 by /IISI!bsralll/allml 
(p. 59,6-7 bi$). 

115. On the whole topic ef. H. Dorrie, ·Y1EoO'TaC7I~. Wort- und Bedeulungsgeschichte = 
NAWG.PH 1955, no. 3, 74-84; admittedly ousia is mentioned only occasiol1ll11y. 

116. Cf. Manus Viet., At/v. An'"", lI t 6: Locher, 106- 7. Starting from the parable of the 
prodigal son and the designation of the estate of the father :IJ hypostasis (subSlallt/a) , he speaks 
of the transmission of the divine Ityposuuis or ollsill from the Pather to the Son. He can "C~tablish 
the homoousios between Father and Son from both words. 

117. MarillS Vict., At/v. Ari"", II. 4: Locher, pp.105,24-106,2: Here he distinguishes 
ousia = SIIbslanlia = that which is grasped purely under the aspect of 6v, being. There is, 
however. an 6v jomlllw"" in which the form is to be distinguished from that which is formed 
by it. One calls the formed being hypostasis or in Latin subsislentia: iam enim formalum esse subsisten­
tia est (p. 105,26-27). 
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Perhaps from Marius Victorinus and his concept of evor5alO~ 
something can also be gained for understanding eVV1tOa'l'aTO~, even if 
this is not found in his writings. The first of these words is found five 
times in the opera theologica. 118 

Enouslos: It is to be translated as: in being, in essence, in reality, in substance. Because God 
'is', God is enouslos.1!9 In Latin one would certainly have to say for this: Insubstantiatus, as Adv. 
Arium I 26 shows: 'If everything is one, namely in the substance [that is, in a chain of being 
which stretches from God, Jesus, Spirit, over the PIOUS, the soul, the angels to the corporeal], 
so are nevertheless God and the Son not only an I"substantiatum, but a consubstantiatum. InsubstaPl' 
tlala are namely all beings (dna) in Jesus, that is, in the Logos, as it says: "AI) things are created 
in him" (d. Col1,16). 'OJ.loo60'ta [consubstalltlaliaJ, howeve{, those arc nOI.'12O All things have 
their ground of being and their 'being in the essence' in the divine Logos as their exemplary 
and efficient cause. Por this reason they participate in bis ess~nce, but nevertheless are not one 
in essence, homoousia! 

Substllntia-subsislm/ia: .Bx:istillg 'in essence', hOWCVCI, are always individual beings. They are 
effected through the fact that tbe 'form' ({Orr/Ill) comes to th.e universal essence: quod cSI esse prill' 

clpalt CUIII Jonna sllbsisteflt(a aidtur. 121 A 'subsistence' is for Marius VictorinllS [he fina] and 
highest realization of being. Even in God being is realized as Ollsln, substance and even more 
as subsistence. 122 The concepts of otlO'{(l and 07t6O'1aO'II; are for him still synonymous, so much 
so that he can deduce the homoouslon for Father and Son from the fact that they have the same 
hypostasis.123 From this it follows that Marius could also have formed or understood the concept 
of enhypostaton. But then it would also have no other meaning than that of enousloPl, namely 
'in being, to be in reality'. 

The significance oj enhypostaton in John the Grammarian 
The word enhypostaton appears in only a few places. 124 We shall ask 
first of all about the general, fundamental meaning of the word, and 
then about its application to christology. 

(1) Fundamental meaning: it is existence, reality, in the sense of 
V1tap~I~. This emerges from the struggle of the Grammarian for his 'for­
mula of two ousiai'. For what concerns the reality, ousia is equivalent 

118. Cf. the index in Locher with reference to the Op. theol., pp. 100,17; 101,5.8.21.23. 
119. Marius Vict., Adv. Arium II. 1: Locher, pp. 100,17; 101,5.8.21.23. 
120. Idem, Adv. Arium I. 26: Locher, p.59,5-8. 
121. Idem, Adv. Arium II. 4-6: Locher, pp. 104-7, esp. p. 105,30. 
122. In the formed being Marius distinguishes existentia, substantia, subsistentia. quod enlm dv 

est, et existit et subsistit et sublectum est (p. 105,15-16). 
123. Idem, Adv. Arium II. 6: Locher, p. 107,3-10: ergo lectum est de deo vel U7tOO'Taa/(; vel 

ot}O'la. Ito, lIulem el de Cirristo IlIIellegfiur. diclUIli est: ego in patre et pater in me (cf. Jn 14,10). 
quod ql/ldem idto bis dictuIII, qUid ill paire esse pOluit flliru, fl011 talll!!1/ lit ill fllio paler, sed III plel/lludo 
IItqllll Idem ""14m I" s;ngll/is essel, 51 nlllelli tadelll 07tOO'Ta(TI~ OJ.loodu/Ov ergo. emlelll Dille",; flam 
Chrisllls deliS de deo et JumDD de lamme. ergo OJ.lOOiJO'IOV. itl all/em sl ex ae/ento et semper, 
necessario slmul; ergo vere oj.loovalov. 

124. Cf. the index in Richard, CCG 1, p. 153: I, 96, 108, 182, 201, 206, 256; II, 109; also 
adverbially, I, 118, 120, 133; II, 25, 66, 122, 123. 
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to hypostasis. 12S The distinction lies not in more or less reality, but only 
in the mode of existing: the ousia exists as the universal in the individuals, 
while the hypostasis signifies the final, concrete individual substance. 126 

It is clear that thus the en/'ypostaton is present most definitely in the 
hypos(asis . This means: to be real as f/}postasis. Il7 The prefix en does not 
refer to another being in which this hypostasis would inexist, but rather 
to the proper reality of this concrete etlhypostaton. 

(2) En hypOS((l(Otl in the christology of John the Grammarian: ought 
one to use the predicate enhypostatos also of the human nature of Christ? 
John attempts to limit the application, this again confirming the meaning 
just arrived at. 

ConSl:'Juently we do not say that our OliJill is enhyposratically in Chist 2.1 i l'ypPSltlS/s 
which is eharaetcri.u:d pu se and Is a prosopon (oiov Iino17ta171v Ka8'~aoT7'tv xapaKt7/p/(1TIKi!v 
Kal npduw1loll obuay) , but insofar as it has existence and is (d.t.td Ka8c) "t/>et1T1/Ke Til Kal 
to"TI~). For sometim~ the Irypos/lJSis rcveal~ what pertains to the Oll5ill as is shown wheD it 
is deprived of the characteristic idiomata and all of those things which are seen in the 
pr050pon. 128 

On this account John the Grammarian is cautious in his application 
of the predicate enhypostatos to the humanity of Christ, because he does 
not want to represent it as an independent hypostasis; this would have 
inevitably brought upon him from Severus the reproach of Nestorianism. 
Yet he wants to retain this concept for the human being of Christ, and 
indeed in its fundamental meaning 'to be real, actual', certainly not in 
the sense that it is oJlsia, and indeed not as hypostasis. At this point it 
would have been best for him to have introduced the word enol/sios. Por 
the human nature of Christ, his ousia, does not have those characteristic 
features from which it would constitute a purely human hypostasis, a 
'mere human' in the sense of Paul of Samosata or Photinus. For then, 
vis-a-vis the Logos, it would be an aLIos, an other. Thus we recognize 
that the prefix ell is not yet pointing the way to a subject that lies outside 
the human ourio of Christ, but rather into this very OUS;(l, into the reality 
that is proper to it as such. 

125. Johaunl!$ Gram., Apol. IV. 5: Richard, CCG 1, l. 2, p. 55,199-200: ,) ydp unOurauII; 
Kal ,j ouufa u7fap~{c; turlll. lu,I ydp /Cal vndpxel. The IJllria is 3D objective reality, even if it 
i5 only discovered by the abstracting intellect as univetsal in individunl things. 

126. Cf. ibid .. IV . 6, p. 55,202-5: 'The "yposlluis is difforendated from the oils/a not by being 
"what is" [the qllit/ esse]. but through tbe universal being, I lUcan the ousja, while the "ypos/.tlsis 
exists individtlali.zed (cU)'d T4> TI)v ptv KOlIICiJC; e IvaI. tPT/pi on ntv ouu(av, rilv ot vnduruulv 
IOIICWC;, 6.av lurr;/l t(ov ICaBdloo Kai It5l1cdv TI exo/).' 

127. Ibid., p. 55,205-7: . .. ~IIU1l0UTarOv .... olov v7rduraulv Ka8'Aaun)v xapaKTI/­
PIOTIK')V Kul npor1liJ1tOv oLuav. 

128. Ibid., pp.55,205-56,211. 
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John the Grammarian, however, cannot escape the axiom with which 
Severus confronts him: there is no prosopon-Iess ousia! Hence he must 
show that the unmingled ousia of Christ nevertheless finally becomes the 
hypostasis or also that it participates in the reality of the hypostasis and 
does this through the idiomata peculiar to the Logos. This participation 
is mediated to the human ousia of Christ by way of the 'enhypostatic 
union' or of the synthesis. 129 With this a new formula has been coined 
which differs from the Cyrillian 'hypostatic union' through the prefix 
en. With this formula have we already arrived at the concept of 
enhypostasis which so quickly attracted the attention of historians of 
doctrine and has been interpreted in the sense of insubsistence of the 
human nature of Christ in the hypostasis of the Logos? In answering this 
question one must note that the Grammarian understands this 'enhypo­
static henosis' in the framework of the Basilian teaching of ousia and 
hypostasis. It is a question of the human essence of Christ which, accord­
ing to the koinotz, the general, does not differ at all from the essence 
of other human beings, but which can have its specialness only in the 
manner that it does not stand beside the Logos as an alios, as an other. 
Hence it can become hypostasized through the communication of the 
idiomata of the Logos as Logos. Through this communication it parti­
cipates in the hypostasis-being of the Son, in his idiomata, and attains the 
degree of a hypostatic actualization. In this connection John the Gram­
marian appears to look only at these idiomata which are due to the human 
natU.Ie of Christ from the Logos. He does not ask about the purely 
human qualities such as size, colour, appearance, which nevertheless can­
not be denied to the individuality of this human being, Jesus of Nazareth. 
This emerges from a fragment of his apologia preserved in Greek. 

To him [i.e. Christ as Logos-subject] belongs according to his nature the divine; to him 
and not to another also the human on account of the enhypostatic union (,s,d Tl}v 
t!vu1tourGZroll €VWU/II). Por not In another but in him exists this his own fle~h (dU' t!v 
atlTcP ri IOncr) aurou U7tBCTTI/ ud.p{) . . . Indeed it [tbe flesh1 has the general (ro KOrvoV) 
of the JJunuo olls/n, namely flesh animated by a spiritual soul; but only in the God-Logos 
did it hove the specialness (Ta IJIKd), that means not to be the flesh of another. How is 
it [the flesh] now ~ ],ypoSIItSJs because ie does not exist at all for itself?13O 

The idika, which could thus make the human ousia in Christ an 
individual, ultimate subject existing for itself, come to it solely from the 
pre-existent divine Logos-subject who is constituted as hypostasiS in God. 

129. Ibid., IV. 2, p. 53,132-133: OUUleVV . •• -reVv til uuv8tuel KaitvlntOUraTwc; t)vwJJtvwv. 
130. Ibid., IV. 3, p.55,181-188. 
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In this way, going speculatively beyond Chalcedon, that notion is 
emphasized which sees the 'one hypostasis' already pre-existent in the 
(concrete) Logos-subject and does not consider it only as the result of 
the henosis. We have established that the beginnings of this are to be 
found quite soon after Chalcedon.131 Now it is clear that the 'one 
hypostasis' is also firmly established really and ontologically in the Logos, 
and not only according to the kerygmatic schema of a christology from 
above. 

In this passage. what does the expression 'enhypostatic union' mean? 
Ought we to interpret it from the final words of the text just cited. 
which state of the flesh of Christ that it does not 'exist for itself'? Ought 
we here to interpret the word 'enhypostatic' on the basis of its prefix 
as an 'insubsisting', in distinction to the meaning first established: real, 
actual? From our text this much is clear: the human ousia of Christ has. 
in addition to the content of its essence, only this one proprium: to be 
the flesh of the Logos alone and of no other. The bond which links the 
human nature of Christ to the Logos as subject is not yet formally seen 
in the 'insubsistence', the existing in. but in a relationship of possession. 
This restriction imposes itself if one examines how John thinks of the 
'becoming united enhypostatically' in its execution. He understands by 
it hardly anything other than what Cyril wants to express with the con­
cept of 'appropriation' (101071Olefv). One has to interpret the following 
text in this sense. 

(In contrast to the eternal, uncreated, impassible divine nature of the Logos, his flesh is tem­
poral, created and subject to suffering:) But if it is his own flesh, so it is clear that also 
everything due to the flesh belongs to him; for everything is taken over as his possession 
(OIKBI07rOIB1Tal), even if his divine nature itself has not been subjected to this (suffering).132 

Yet the whole of the Grammarian's remarks lead beyond Cyril when 
(1) a conceptual distinction is made between ousia and hypostasis and when 
(2) the concept of hypostasis is explained as 'existing for itself'. This 
'existing for itself', however, does not yet mean more than 'to exist com­
pletely individualized'; thus the Grammarian penetrates only as far as 
grasping the individuality. The Grammarian seems (3) consciously not 
to speak of the 'physical or essential union' (lvWGl(; cPVG1Kti. OUG1W0l1C;) 

131. See JdChr IIII, 189-96; 263-4; CCT 11/1, 166-72; 233-5. 
132. John Gram., Apol. VI: Richard, CCG 1, p. 57,259-261 and 267-272. Cyril of Alexan­

dria usually supports the meaning of enhypostatos mentioned above, when in the Thesaurus de 
Tri" . V1I1 (PG 75.101C9-104A9) he opposes the enhypostata to things such as, for example, 
knowledge, wisdom, will . which 'exist in certain beings as angels and human beings'. Because 
the Son of God in contraS! 'is enhypostatic' (tvV7rO(1TaTO~ ci)v), he will thus be in no way similar 
to the anhypostatic will . 
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as Cyril does, but of the 'enhypostatic union'. [0 Cyril, the Apollinarian 
nature-synthesis still resounds when he emphasizes the 'substantial' and 
not only 'accidental' unity of God and a human being. Christ is a 'really­
one concrete subject out of two natures'. This danger of still thinking 
in the manner of the nature synthesis is now clearly excluded precisely 
through the distinction of hypostasis and ousia (physis). For the unmingled 
human ousia of Christ participates in the being of hypostasis solely 
through being possessed by the Logos and the communication of his 
special features. The idea of hypostasis as the ultimate, incommunicable 
subject in contrast to 'essence' or 'nature' has now already come into 
view. Nevertheless one should not let oneself be misled by the word 
enhypostatos into seeing already a formal expression of the function of the 
'insubsistence' of the humanity of Christ in the Logos-hypostasis. 'Insub­
sistence' can only be found in it to the extent that the human nature 
of Christ is inseparably taken under the hypostasis of the Logos through 
the communication of the divine idiomata, and is individualized through 
the idiomata that are proper to the Logos. 

(b) A compromise for peace 
The significance of John of Caesarea in the history of theology lies 
not so much in the domain of conceptual analysis as in his use of 
christological formulas. He was the first promoter of the idea of reconcil­
ing Chalcedonians and Cyrillians/Severans through playing with 
antithetical formulas. In a special way the appellation 'neo-Chalcedonian' 
applies to him, should this term continue to be used by researchers. We 
shall have to return to this. Cyril of Alexandria now also receives a new 
chance from the side of the supporters of Chalcedon. If the compilers 
of the large Florilegium Cyrillianum had attempted to point out how close 
the Patriarch was to the two-natures formula, so now the Grammarian, 
even more decidedly than Nephalius, adds the mia-physis formula and its 
terminological compass to Chalcedonian language, ostensibly to repre­
sent the mystery of Christ in a fully valid way. From the fragments 
which have been preserved by Severus we can develop a reasonably com­
plete conception of this attempt. 

(i) Cyril as an example of tolerance and of the willingness to compromise 
In the behaviour of Cyril at the Union of 433 John also sees a model 
for clearing away the differences about Chalcedon. This is a legitimate 
thought. He depicts the situation in this way.133 

133. Severus Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. III 1, 12: CSCO 94, p. 153,1-31; John Gram., Apol. 
37: Richard, CCG 1, I. 1. pp.17.333-18.362. 
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(1) The Orientals (that is, the Antiochenes in the party of John of 
Antioch) proclaimed two natures in Christ and refused to assent to the 
formula of the 'one incarnate nature', because for them this smelled of 
heresy. 

(2) Through this action Cyril's patience was severely tested, because 
he had made himself the patron of this formula and had justified it, as 
he declared in his second letter to Succensus. He said: (a) the Orientals 
lived in darkness, not because of their positive confession, but because 
of their refusal to allow as a valid statement the formula of the one incar­
nate nature. (b) He himself has understood this formula in orthodox 
fashion. It means nothing other than: 'There exists one Son, one nature 
of the Word, but who has become flesh.' (c) As far as the issue at stake 
was concerned, the Orientals could also have taught this, although they 
showed no appreciation for the formula itself. 134 Thus Cyril himself 
saw here a fundamental consensus. 

From this analysis of the situation in 433 the Grammarian now judges 
the possibilities of an agreement between the Chalcedonians and the 
Severans. (1) Cyril does not reject the statement of the two natures; he 
demands, however, (2) from his Antiochene partners the confession of 
'the one incarnate nature of the Logos' .135 The Orientals in fact could 
have allowed themselves to be 'illuminated' to the extent that they were 
ready to accept in the same way the two-natures formula together with 
the one-nature formula and to profess them in orthodox fashion. The 
ones remaining in the darkness are the Severans, who before as well as 
after wanted only the mia-physis formula to be regarded as valid. 136 

They still would not recognize that both dispositions are present in Cyril 
and also that the two-natures formula was not rejected by him. At the 
same time the Grammarian knows that Cyril does not take over for 
himself the two-natures formula as such 137 (the Alexandrian, however, 
did not demand from the Antiochenes the recognition of the mia physis). 

134. Severns Ant., loc. cit.: CSCO 94, p.153,10-26; John Gram., loc: cit.: CCG 1, 
pp.17,342-18,358. 

135. Severns Ant., loc. cit.: CSCO 94, p.153,27-31; John Gram., loc. cit.: CCG 1, 
p. 18,358-362: IlaqllC rlOII relcit ClSserliOlltm duamm naturamm, sed confessionem unius naturae incar· 
nllille, came praenllo ailimll fIllionali poslliLlt. Vas autem adhue et nunc tenebris of!undimini, dum Oriell' 
toles il/utllilltlll SlIIII et Iltta"'lJu~ for"'lIlom aeque et recte confitentur. 

136. See the texts cited above. 
137. This appears in the cautious word, ofJohn the GI3IDmarian, ApoJ. 40: Richard, CCG 

1, pp. 18,382-19,387 (CSCO 94, p. 154.12- 18): Qllaproplcr beallls Cyril/liS et eos, 'III; dUllS rmlllras 
de Emmlltluele diclIIIl, recipiebal, Clml !Iat'reses Apol//llarii Jugere/, mNlIsqlle tUserllollem ,willS Imlume 
Dd Verb! {",llm/llne projllllHllllr propler secllmle", Net/oril. alii, 6n'III utnlll'que prodnmlltur, rWae 
smtell/iall Indicium I,,,beillr: CIINl vera ,mil colIJessla rekltur, mahr oopicio /'Ilercseos orilJlr. 
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The position of Cyril, despite some slight eisegesis, is to some extent 
correctly rendered. It is false, however, to claim that the Orientals would 
have professed both fonnulas. The intention of the presbyter reveals itself 
clearly: to bring the historical positions of 433 so closely together so that 
Severus too could give up his rigid either-or position without losing face. 
The suggestion of excluding both ApoUinarius and Nestorius through 
employing both formulas simultaneously seemed to be so plausible to 
the Grammarian and so easily realizable that he was severely disappointed 
at the categorical negative of the Severans. 

(ii) The reaction of Severus and his supporters 
The resistance to the Grammarian's idea of peace sprang up immediately 
and was fierce. Fragment 39 of John's apologia manifests this. 

They [i.e. the SeveransJ will say, however: 'You use this expression [i.e. the rllla.pl/ysrs for­
mula] in a malevolent way!' Ahl This impudence of opponents! H we were to speak only 
of two natures and not also proclaim that other confession: namdy, one is the incarnate nature 
of the Word , then your accusntion would have a base. But what legitimate cbarge against 
us still remains for them? Who will not rather rebuke rightfully the ones who utter their 
anathema against those who characterize the two natures as hypostatically united?l38 

Severus feels that the Grammarian interpreted the Union of 433 accor­
ding to his own desires and had formed for himself a straightforward 
judgement. He gave John of Caesarea the following to think about. 139 

The letter of the Orientals to Cyrill40 did not contain the mia-physis 
formula at all. Cyril remedied the confession of the Orientals, which 
according to his notions was insufficient, by adding the formula 'out of 
two' (ex duobus).141 The Grammarian's attempt to employ the two con­
tested formulas simultaneously was for him a futile enterprise. For 
whoever remains with the 'duality' of Chalcedon and wants to combine 
the mia-physis formula with it maintains contradictions, namely: 'to 
become united and not to become united are the same'. 142 Already in 
the second speech against the Grammarian, Severus had rejected the 
attempt to achieve the 'remedy' of Chalcedon by equating the mia-physis 
formula with the new creation 'two united natures' (duae naturae 

138. Severns Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. III 1, 19: CSCO 94, p. 222,6-14; John Gram., Apol. 
39: Richard. CCG l,p. 18,374-381. Partial citations of tllis text are found in Or. II 12: CSCO 
112, p.89,27-31 : Or. III I, 12: CSCO 94, p. 154,9-12: Or. III 1, 13: ibid., p. 165.1G-13. 

139. Sec Severns Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. m. I, 12: CSCO 94, pp.154,19-156,13. 
140. See John Ant., Ep. ad Cyril Alex.: PG 77, 169-173. 
141. Severns Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. III. 1,12: CSCO 94, pp. 155,27-156,1 = Cyril Alex., 

Ep.39: PG 77, 180B4. 
142. Severns Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. III. 1, 12: CSCO 94, p. 156,13: idemque dicunt esse 

uniri et non uniri. 
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unitae).143 In the same way the equation of 'two united natures' and 
'one composed nature' was dismissed. 144 To substantiate his refusal 
Severus referred to 'Athanasius', whose name, however, conceals 
Apollinarius. 145 Fundamentally he could not permit such an equation 
because the cursed 'two' is contained in one of the formulas. 146 For this 
reason the equation of 'out of two natures' and 'in two natures' can never 
be successful. Only in the first of the two formulas is the duality really 
overcome. Thus one can place as many verbal brackets around the two 
natures as one likes, as, for example, two 'united' or two 'undivided' 
natures: the gulf remains unbridgeable: 'Namely that one is equal to 
two belongs to the impossible. '147 Thus whoever prepares this salad of 
formulas can only have the poisonous duality in mind. 148 

It is still too early to reflect on the expression 'neo-Chalcedonian' . Yet 
one can see clearly that for the Grammarian it is a question of 'inter­
preting' for the confessors of the mia-physis formula and the supporters 
of the old-Alexandrian tradition, vis-a-vis the two-natures formula of 
Chalcedon, by taking over Cyrillian elements. As a Homeric philologist, 
the Grammarian would have been so practised in the analysis of concepts 
and language that he would have realized that an equation can never 
be arrived at through exact conceptual analysis: the one incarnate nature 
of the Logos = one hypostasis in two natures. He strove rather for a 
'functional' balance of the two formulas to ward off the antithetical 
threat to the one doctrine of the incarnation of God in Christ, through 

143. Cf. Severns Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. II. 10: CSCO 112, pp. 80-3, esp. pp. 81,23-82,11. 
144. Ibid., p. 81,23-26. 
145. Severns Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. II. 10: CSCO 112, pp. 80,33-81,13 = Apollinar., Ad 

Iouianum: PG 28,25; Lietzmann, 250-251. See CPG 3665. On the citations of Athanasius in 
Severus see C. Lash, 'Saint Athanase dans les ecrits de Severe d' Antioche', in Politique et theologie 
chez Athanase d'Alexandrie. Actes du colloque de Chantilly 23-25 sept. 1973, ed. C. Kannengiesser = 
TheolHist 27 (Paris, 1974), 377-94. 

146. Severns Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. II. 10: CSCO 112, p. 81,19-22: Etenim dualitas solvit 
unionem atque omni ex necessitate natura humana in id redigitur, ut non adoretur, cum dualitatis sectione 
separatur a Deo Verbo adorando. For this reason 'Athanasius' said absolutely: non duas naturas unum 
Filium. If the Grammarian were to be correct, then it would have to read: Non duas naturas 
separatas unum Filium. sed duas naturas individuas et unitas (ibid., p. 81,34-36). 

147. Severns Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. II. 12: CSCO 112, p. 92,1: Etenim idem esse unum 
et duo, ex impossibilibus est ... How much Severns was annoyed by the placing on a par of 'two 
undivided united natures' and the mia-physis formula is shown by the parallel passages in Richard, 
CCG 1, p. 15,275-278 in the apparatus to no. 31. Cf. CSCO 94, pp. 115, 116, 121, 185-6. 
In the Or. II. 12: CSCO 112, p. 89, 26-27 he calls the Grammarian novus reconciliator et mediator 
oppositorum verborum. 

148. Whoever admits 'two' for any gap at all smuggles it into everything, so that there are 
'two hypostases, two sons, two lords, two Christs'; cf. Severns Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. II. 
13: CSCO 112, p. 94,28-30. 
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Apollinarianism on the one side and through Nestorianism on the other. 
Henceforward no Nestorian should be able to call upon Chalcedon on 
hearing the statement: even the Chalcedonians profess the 'one nature 
of the incarnate Word'. And no Apollinarians, no Eutychians or 
Manichaeans should be able to maintain their errors when they hear: 'in 
two natures, undivided and unmingled'. In the tension of such a dialectic 
the entire truth of the incarnation lights up. As long as one stays on 
the level of the kerygma or of christological proclamation, this dialectical 
use of formulas may render some service. But if one enters upon the 
analysis of concepts, the contradictions cannot fail to appear. Chalcedon 
had applied to christology the distinction between hypostasis and physis 
which had been accepted by Cyril for the theology of the Trinity. 
Severus remained with the linguistic usage of Cyril. Through taking 
on board the mia-physis terminology the Grammarian sought to combine 
the old-Nicene equation of physis-hypostasis with the neo-Nicenel 
Chalcedonian distinction of the two concepts. 149 Gregory N azianzen 
would certainly have shaken his head. In the eyes of Severus there was 
only one thing that helped against the subtle Homeric philologist from 
Caesarea: a thoroughgoing purification of christologicallanguage. which 
would make impossible all reference to ambiguous formulas of the 
Fathers in the fourth and fifth centuries. The monk of Majuma took 
as the standard for this selection the Cyril of the anti-Nestorian letters 
after 429, while the 'earlier' Cyril was pushed into the background. For 

149. For Severus and his usage of 'hypostasis' and 'essence' (ousia) in trinitarian teaching cf. 
Hom. 125: PO 29, p. 239: 'Father, Son and Holy Spirit are three different hypostases, not mingled 
with each other, in one unique essence (ousia) ... We say that essence and hypostasis are concepts 
which indicate the existence of existing things. The essence [derived from eival, to be] brings 
to notice that the subject exists, and the hypostasis that it subsists ... (234). The essence indicates 
a commonality; the hypostasis a particularity (236) ... With regard to the Trinity the essence 
is the godhead, for the Father is God, the Son is God and the Holy Spirit is God; none of them 
is more God than the other on account of the identity and equality of the honour of the essence 
(ousia). With regard to the hypostasis, that of the Father, that of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 
is in each case another' (239). It is to be noted that here Severus distinguishes between hypostasis 
and ousia. The concept physis is not considered in this passage. A Greek fragment helps us further; 
in it physis is enlisted for trinitarian teaching and is taken to be synonymous with ousia, which, 
however, is not possible for the incarnation, the order of the oikollomia. In the Solutio argumell­
tOnlm Seven (CPG 6815) Leontius of Byzantium brings the following objection: 'It is to be agreed 
that in theology hypostasis and ousia or physis are not the same; in the oikollomia, however, they 
are identical. If namely the novelty of the mysterium signifies a novelty also for the natures, so 
this will be true too, according to the divine Gregory, I believe, for the terms. Hence, according 
to him, to each of the two concepts the content (Logos) and the definition of the other apply' 
(PG 86, 1921B). That is, through the mystery of the incarnation the concepts of hypostasis and 
nature have received a new meaning and a new definition. Cf. Severus Ant., Ep. 3 adJoh. ducem: 
Diekamp, DP, pp. 309,15-310,12, in which he also refers to Ps. Dionysius. We shall return 
to the problem in Leontius of Byzantium. Cf. Lebon, 239-58. 
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the history of christology and its methodology this process is of some 
significance. Can orthodoxy only be attained by being constricted, and 
depth only by an impoverishment of language? We are already 
acquainted with this problem from the post-apostolic period. 

(c) The Severan purification of christological language. 
The custodian of faith 

How consciously Severus approached the business of supervising 
language is evident from his basic comments on his self-imposed task. 
He discovered in himself the feeling of a 'vigilant and sensible 
custody'lSO which he had discovered before in his great models Cyril 
and Athanasius. Both teachers, each in the situation of his time, acted 
'in the manner of a doctor' at the appearance of 'epidemics' .151 The 
'widespread disease' in Cyril's time was the new teaching of 
Nestorius. 152 The 'two natures' of Chalcedon showed its rapid spread. 
The attempts of Nephalius and John the Grammarian to discover this 
fonnula already in the earlier Fathers and to legitimate it with their 
authority would indeed have represented an epidemic as a healthy 
development (bona valetudo). In the case of infection abstinence and strict 
dietary rules had to be prescribed. However, the same medicinal treat­
ment was not always suitable. In one case the drinking of water could 
be recommended; in another case, however, it could be extremely 
deleterious. This was to be transferred to the application of the 
christological language of Cyril and other Fathers, insofar as they had 
allowed themselves to speak of 'two natures'. What was once good did 
not always have to be SOP53 Thus for Severus the therapy was unam­
biguous: the sole medicine against Chalcedon was the consistent erasure 
of the two-natures terminology in its entire range from theological 
vocabulary. Only in this way was the Nestorian 'disease of separa­
tion'l54 to be eradicated effectively. The Florilegium Cyrillianum, ' 
Nephalius and the Grammarian had made. the immediate object of this 
therapy ready to hand for Severus, because they had gathered together 
everything in the Fathers that could be adduced in favour of the two­
natures fonnula of Chalcedon. For this the monk coined the collective 

150. Severus Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. III. 2, 22: CSCO 102, p.l,7-21. 
151. Ibid., p. 1,20-21: sanctus Cyril/us medici more, attento morbo, prohibitionem ipsum morbum 

impugnantem statuit. 
152. Ibid., p. 2,27-28: morbo vaniloquiorum Nestorii in ecclesiis grassante. Or, p. 2,33-34: exitiali 

morbo aliquam civitatem invadente ... 
153. Ibid., pp.2,20-3,5. 
154. Ibid., p. 1,15: divisionis morbus. 
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expression 'coarser language' (lingJUl crassior) , 155 which once could have 
been good but now had to be replaced by more refined expressions. The 
conservative Severus, who was very quickly ready with the argument 
from tradition, particularly when Cyril was up for discussion, thus 
allowed himself to correct individual Fathers and regarded this procedure 
as legitimate.1s6 The purification of language that had been demanded 
now touched the description of the incarnation of the Logos either in 
the process (in fieri) or in the final state (in facto esse). 

(i) Linguistic correction for the incarnation in fieri 
Even the way and means used to describe the process of hypostatic unity 
were decisive with regard to whether the 'effect' is rightly grasped. 
Hence all expressions that showed only an accidental, adoptionist unity 
in Christ had to be excluded. Such an expression would exist if the 
starting-point of the event of union was so represented that a duality 
was firmly present beforehand. According to Severus such a conception 
was necessarily connected with the verb 'to assume' (avaAllJ,lpavelv, 
1tpOaAllJ,lpavelv, Lat.: assumere). Even worse was the use of aVVa1treIV, 
with the substantive avvaq,eza in the meaning of 'to join', 'to connect', 
'connection'. Indeed Severus, with the Apollinarian writing Ps. Julius, 
De unione, 157 knew of the fact that synapheia also guaranteed a substan­
tial unity. It denoted in the result a firmly established unity (aV/.l1tAOKrl, 
tvorl1C;). Indeed, even unsuspected witnesses such as the great Cappado­
cians, Basil and Gregory Nazianzen, were said to have used the synapheia 
terminology.ls8 But they also added '(established) according to the 
hypostasis' in order to be successful in bringing to expression the 
hypostatic or substantial unity (€vwalC; v1tOararIKrl, Kar' ova(av) and 
not a purely moral unity in Christ. ls9 To his regret Severus had to con­
cede that Cyril too had spoken of synapheia, as we have already 
established, but always with a meaning completely different from 

155. Ibid., ch. 27: CSCO 102, pp. 49,35-50, 3: (Patres) ... saepe crassius locuti (sunt) de incama· 
tione Domini, quia de ilia tUflC nulla prorsus quaestio movebatur. Crassius autem eos locutos esse dico 
quoad unam alteramve vocem ... 

156. Cf. Severus Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. III. 2, 22: CSCO 102, 1-7, esp. pp. 1,18-2,19 
and 7,8-22; cf. also John Gram., Apol. 56: Richard, CCG 1, 22. 

157. Ps. Julius, De unione 4-5: Lietzmann, pp. 186,2~187,8. 
158. ce. Basil, Ep. 210 ad primores Neocaes. 5: PG 32,776B8; Greg. Naz., Ep. 101 ad Cledon. 

I: PG 37, 180B: Kar'OIlu(av uvvr,q,Oa( te Kai (Tvvant'euOai ... 
159. Severus Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. III. 2, 23: CSCO 102, pp.11,22-12,11. 
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Nestorius, who had made this word the shibboleth of his separation. l60 

It was for this reason indeed that the great master abandoned this loaded 
term as a christological one - an example which he, Severus himself, 
follows. 161 

(ii) Insufficient designations of the incarnation in facto esse 

(1) Christus duplex 

Talk of a 'doubling' in Christ was startling for Severus. It was only a 
variation on the cursed 'two'! In settling accounts with the 'godless 
Grammarian' it was precisely this irritating duplex that came up for 
discussion. Various Fathers had used it. 162 With it they wanted to pro­
test both against the denial of the divinity of the Logos by the Arians 
as well as against the suppression of Christ's soul by the Apollinarians. 
Both had an interest in accepting in Christ only 'one physis': the Arians, 
so that from the Logos' becoming one with created flesh they could 
assign the result in its totality to the created ordo;163 the Apollinarians, 
so that they could ascribe the overcoming of sin to an 'invisible nous' 

160. Ibid., ch. 25: CSCO 102, 37, with a citation from Cyril Alex., De s. Trin., Dial. VI: 
PG 75,10320: Cetemm anle coneursum ad camem (1tPO r~<; 1tpoq aapKa avvopoJ.l~<;) et adhae­
siottem secundum uttiottem (Kai r~<; Ka8'lvwalv avvaq,efaq) Domillum fUisse Filium ttul/o negolio 
videbimus. But on this Severos says: ttec quisquam dieel sanctum Cyril/um adhaesionem hie ttominare 
sieut Nestorius ilktm ttominavil: eattdem ettim lum coneursum ad camem, lum uttionem vocavit. Thus 
Cyril used the concepts syttdrome and heliosis synonymously. 

161. Severos Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. III. 2, ch. 23: CSCO 102, pp. 12,21-13,9 with 
reference to Cyril Alex., Ep. 17 ad Nestorium: PL 77, 112BC; ch. 23: CSCO 102, pp. 12,35-13,3 
with reference to Cyril Alex., Quod unus sit Chris/us: PG 75, 1285 (synapheia has occasionally 
been used by us and handed on by the holy Fathers; nevertheless it is to be abandoned); ch. 23: 
CSCO 102, p. 13,10-12; ch. 25, p. 37,4-7, where Cyril (PG 77, 112) is cited: Imo nomen adhae­
siottis (.yuapbeia) repudiamus ul impar ad unionem sigttifICandam. With regard to this Severos says, 
ibid.: omnibus viribus hane reprobationem sectamur, el nomett adhaesionis apud nos in suspieionem cadit. 

162. On Christus duplex and its use by individual Fathers: (a) Greg. Naz., Or. de Epiphatt .: 
PG 36, 328: '[Christ] is sent [not as God], but as a human being. He is indeed twofold'; cited 
by Severos Ant., Or. 2 ad Neph.: CSCO 120, pp. 31,27-32,2; C. imp. Gram., Or. III. 2, ch. 23: 
CSCO 102, p. 14,31-32; repeated in ch. 37: p. 171,27-34. Gregory also applies this duplex to 
the unity of body and soul: cf. CSCO 102, pp. 15,18-17,4; similarly John Chrysostom. Severos 
has to object that someone had made nonsense of the passage in Gregory. Cf. John the Gram­
marian, Apol. 105: Richard, CCG 1, 42 with reference to Leo M. (b) The Grammarian had 
discovered a particularly vexing passage in Gelasius of Caesarea: In Christ it is said duplicia omttia 
(ol1tAii 1tavra) et vera omttia, el perfecta omnia, cited in CSCO 102, p. 174,13-14; Richard, CCG 
1, no. 106, p.42,1047-1048. Cf. F. Diekamp, Analecta Palristica = OCA 117 (Rome, 1938), 
45 (Greek and German). 

163. Cf. the question of the Arians in Athan. Alex., C. Ariatt. III. 27: PG 26, 381A: 'If he 
[the Logos] was troe God from God, how could he become a human being . . . How do you 
[the Nicenes] dare to say the Logos partakes of the essence of the Father, since he has indeed 
a body so that he bears and suffers this?' 
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and not to a fallible human principle of decision-making. 164 In order to 
hinder the Arian as well as the Apollinarian mia physis or the diminution, 
be it of the divinity or humanity of Christ, the Fathers began again -
as early as the period of the docetist gnosis - to speak of 'perfect God' 
and 'perfect human being' in Christ and to bring the 'duality' of Christ 
into view. Against the Arians the distinction of the 'times' in the incarna­
tion, namely the time before and the time after the incarnation, also 
served this purpose. Although this was still a historical schema of distinc­
tion (the one God-Logos as pre-existent and then incarnate), the Greek 
Fathers tended to make it an ontological one (Christ, perfect in divinity, 
perfect in humanity). This second schema, promoted by the Cappado­
cians and the Antiochenes, Theodore of Mopsuestia and Theodoret, had 
the intrinsic tendency to be understood paratactically and to concentrate 
the 'duality' in Christ statically. According to Severus, Nestorius and 
Chalcedon were the disastrous end-result of this: Christus duplex, i.e. 
Christ, two natures, two hypostases! 

The Grammarian's conjuring up again of these evil spirits of division 
and separation, disguised under the names of holy Fathers, was extremely 
irksome to Severus. Hence he fell decisively in line with the anti­
Nestorian Cyril and rejected the whole attempt to speak of the Christus 
duplex. 

After its rejection by Saint Cyril we refuse once and for all to call Christ 'twofold', as he 
(Cyril) also rejected the word 'adhere' (adhaesio; Greek: uvvdq,ela), although it was 
employed (dictum) well by the Fathers. It counts indeed in maintaining the force of 
Nestorius' illusion (opinio, doxa).165 

So Severus brought attention back from the ontological static schema 
of acknowledged Fathers to the historical schema of the distinction of 
the 'two times' in the economy of salvation: there was only one physis 
in Christ which endured a process which the Scriptures depict in a 'dou­
ble narrative'. The 'objective' distinction was entirely transposed into 
the 'subjective' report of the two times in the holy Scriptures. 166 The 
temporal succession of pre-existent Logos and his status incarnatorius 

164. See the examples in JdChr 13
, 486, nn.19-21; CCT 12

, 333, nn.19-21. 
165. Severus Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. III. 2, ch. 23: CSCO 102, p. 17,10-14: ... recusamus 

duplicem dicere Christum. 
166. Cf. Severus Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. III. 2, ch. 38: CSCO 102, p. 174,20-1: Dixit enim 

Athanasius duplicem esse divinarum Scripturarum na"ationem: ilium nimirum semper deum esse, illumque 
postea propter nos immutabiliter Jactum esse hominem. Just before this Severus has a citation from 
Athanasius, C. Arian. III. 29: PG 26, 385AB, in which the hermeneutical principle for the distinc­
tion of the 'two times' is clearly developed. Cf. in general Athan. Alex., C. Arian. III. 28-29, 
43, 55: PG 26, 381C-388A, 413AB, 437B. The whole of ch. 38 of the Or. III. 2 is important 
for this: CSCO 102, 173-178. Severus rebukes the Chalcedonians for laying claim imper-
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ought not to be condensed to 'two natures' or to a 'doubling', any more 
than the distinction of the Fathers between a divine and a human act 
and speech in Christ. Indeed Severus too could not manage without 
making an ontological distinction. For his 'out of two one' or the 'out 
of two natures' were founded on an admittedly theoretical, but still 
ontological view of the one Christ 'before the union'. Because the unity 
remained, however, an unmingled one, the 'godless Grammarian' could 
indeed come to the idea of perpetuating this theoretical view by deman­
ding the formula of the two (abstract) ousiai (essences) in Christ. Here 
Severus believed he had to call a halt: at no price ought there to be talk 
of a 'duality' as long as the consideration was concerned with the con­
stitution of Christ himself and stayed within the incarnate Word. In his 
works there could be a 'two' only extra Christum. 

(2) Christ the 'assumed human being' 

For Severus the often-employed formula homo assumptus, the 'assumed 
human being', was on a par with Christus duplex in its effect. It too was 
protected by respected Fathers, such as Gregory Nazianzen 167 and even 
Cyril himself.l68 It was alleged to have been misused by Diodore of 
Tarsus, Theodore of Mopsuestia and Nestorius in the sense of a unity 
that was only according to behaviour .169 Severus maintained that for 
this reason Cyril did not employ this term strictly speaking, but 
expunged it absolutely from christological vocabulary. Cyril was said to 
have been certainly aware that it appeared in several Fathers,170 but he 

missibly to texts in which there is talk of a duplicitas, even if there is expressed by this only 
the distinction of the times and only the difference on the level of divine and human speech 
and action, thus not on the level of the natures. In other words, Severos says it is an illegitimate 
metabasis eis al/o genos, when the Chalcedonians make of this distinction of the times a static­
ontological doubling, namely a naturarnm vel hypostasium duplicitas, ut in duo unam ex duobus 
hypostasim atque naturam, sc. naturam et hypostasim Dei Verbi incarnatam dissecarent (p. 176,15-18). 
Severos had already treated this theme in C. imp. Gram., Or. III. 1, ch. 7: CSCO 94, 73-96. 
We shall cite from this only p. 89,17-23: Aliud enim esl scire qUidnam Unigenilo Verbo nudo nondum· 
que incarnalo et quidnam inhumanato loqui conveniat, et aliud ilIud dividere, cum hypostatice unitum esl 
cami rationaliter animatae, duplicitale naturarnm, atque singulis naturis sermones aptare dicendo esse unius 
qUidem nalurae tale quid, altenus autem aliud quid loqui. Leo I of Rome in particular is meant by this. 

167. Greg. Naz., Ep. 101 ad Cledon. I: PG 37, 177B (against Apollinarius), adduced by Severos 
Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. III. 2: CSCO 102, p. 8,11-14. The two words npoulflq,9ijval and 
dvalflq,9ijval are synonymous for him. 

168. Cf. Severos Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. III. 2: CSCO 102, pp.8,26-9,2. 
169. Ibid., p. 8,29-30: uxe'wcwc; KaTd UXeu1v rijc; YVWJlflC;. 
170. Ibid., p.9,26-33: the 'Antiochene usage' is said, however, not to be found among the 

Fathers. In this sense Cyril said: Hominem assumptum esse a Deo non videlur sanctis Patribus. He 
did not say this, according to Severos, in the Jewish sense of the letter of the law, but only 
with regard to the 'mind of the Fathers' (mentem doctornm cognoscens). 
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was convinced that in them it had not had an 'Antiochene' interpreta­
tion. Indeed this Antiochene interpretation of the formula he never 
approved of. According to Severus one could rightfully maintain that 
Cyril rejected this improper form of speech 'without distinction'. 171 

However, the Grammarian could produce a citation from Cyril's 
Thesaurus which is very much like the Antiochene Nestorian 
language. l72 The human nature of Christ is compared namely with the 
poderes, the garment of the high priest, which the Logos had to put on 
in the incarnation. 173 Disagreeable in this citation from Cyril was also 
the fact that the concrete homo was used for denoting the humanity of 
Christ and as the equivalent of this stood indeed the image of the temple. 
'Assumed human being' sounded all too much like an already present, 
already existing human being, who only subsequently to his coming­
into-existence had been assumed into the unity of the hypostasis of the 
Logos. Creation and assumption of the humanity of Christ, however, 
coincided for Severus as much as they did for Augustine, who had found 
an excellent expression for this.174 

(3) Anthropos theophoros, homo deifer 

This suspicious expression was apparently protected by the authority 
of Gelasius of Caesarea (CPG 3520), who was highly esteemed by 
Severus. 175 In reality this fragment belongs to Eustathius of Antioch, 
who had fallen badly into disrepute. This emerges from a florilegium 
of Pope Gelasius I. 176 Because Cyril had already forbidden this word 
'God-bearing', In Severus had an easier match here. 

171 . Ibid., p.9.33-35: Qll4proprtf' indiscrimillatirn, 11/ dlxi, IIbrr~gav/t Jonmdam, lit aditllm 
praedudertl Impionml .wl/erlllne. 1['111 ',omjt/em secIIIII/UtH re/atiorrem (Jw/il sc/les/II) Deo Verbo corr'llIIg'lIIl. 
On Cyril's chri8tological use of language see, however, JdClzr 13

, 609. n. U . 
172. Cyril Alelt .• Tltesa'lnls, IW. 21; PG65. 36101-15; in John Gram .• Apol. 60: Richard. 

CCG 1. 26; Hade", QI//em modo eliam dt C',riSIO. Ettll/rn. eral ql/idem Verblllll III pril/ciplo, I/lIIlto 
autem postea tempore Jactus est pro nobis pontifex. ve/uti poderern quendam, id eSI, hominem ex Maria, 
sive temp/um assumens. 

173. Cf. Lampe. PGL. S.v. TrOotfp'1r;. 
174. Augustine. C. serm. Arian. 8: PL 42, 688: nee sic assumptus est ut prius post assumeretur, 

sed ut ipsa assumptione crearetur; that is. the creation of the humanity of Christ and its union 
with the Word absolutely coincide. Cf. JdChr 13. 771. n.6. 

175. Cf. Severns Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. III. 2. ch. 23; CSCO 102. pp. 17.23-18.20. 
176. See Col/ectio Berolinensis, testimoH. 7; Schwartz, PS. p. 96.25-27; Homo autem deum Jerens. 

This corresponds to the text in CSCO 102, p. 17.23-25: ... ltaque ilIe vir deifer. Cf. F. Diekamp, 
Ana/ecta Patristica = OCA 117 (Rome. 1938). p. 47. fragm. X. With Severns, Diekamp ascribes 
it to Gelasius of Caesarea and moreover translates inaccurately: ~ener gottbekleidete Mann' - 'that 
man clothed with Goti'. 

177. Severns Ant., CSCO 102, p. 17 ,25ff.: de universali prohibitione sapien lis Cyril/i, qui decrevit 
nullo modo Christum hominem deiferum nominatum iri (cf. Cyril Alex., PG 77. 120D). Deifer was 
rejected just as much as Christus duplex, ibid., p. 18.7-20. 
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(4) Anthropos kyriakos 

Severus was less irritated by this formula. 178 He was, however, 
mistrustful, as the Floreyr wanted to interpret it in favour of the two­
natures formula of Chalcedon.179 The rejection would certainly have 
been much stronger if he had not falsely accepted 180 that Athanasius 
himself had used this expression, in any case differently from Andrew 
of Samosata, in whose writings it was also to be found. 181 This fierce 
critic of Cyril had taken offence at his remark: 'After the union the 
natures in Christ are not to be separated.' He found the addition 'after 
the union' superfluous and misleading. For it insinuates the notion of 
two phases in the one event of the incarnation: at first there were two 
realities which were brought together. But one ought not to represent 
the anthropos kyriakos (the human being, who is Lord, who is in glory) 
in this way. For from the moment of coming into existence he was 
united to the divine essence. 182 Naturally Cyril too did not think other-

178. The passages of Severus with alllhropOJ kyriakos are collected by J. Lebon, 'So Athanase 
a-toil employ~ l'expression IS ICuplaICOr; dvOpw7tor;?', RHE 31 (1935) (307-29), 316-29. The 
following passages are important: Severw Ant .. C. imp. Gram., Or. III. 1, ch. 17: CSCO 94, 
pp. 210,23-211,15; Or. III. 2, ch. 23: CSCO 102, p. 10,13-18 (on Athanasius); as well c. imp. 
Gram., Or. III. 1, ch.14: CSCO 94, p. 176,1-16 (against Aodrew of Samosata), and ch. 15: 
CSCO 94, 177-181. On the topic cf. A. Grillmeier, • '0 Kvp'aKOr; dv8pw7tor;: Eine Studie zu 
einer ohristologischen .Bczeichnung del' Viitet'2eit', Trod 33 (1977), 1- 63. 00 Sevcrus sec 2, n. 6. 

179. See Hespel, Le Florilege CyriJ/im, no. 193, 192. The FlorCyr produces a citation from 
Cyril, Or. 2 aJ T},eoMrum: Pusey 512,2-13; PG 76. H49A (Latin) in which Cyril refers to Greg. 
Na~. , op.l01 aJ Cledal/. I: PG 37, 177BC. In this the ApoUinarians are Mtacked who hold 
the atlthropos kyrinkos. 'as they say', to be a human being without a sou]. By this it is not said 
tim Gregory had appropriated this expression. Cod. Sb,. gl'tU'C. 1690 (13th c.) has ~he reading 
kyrloll for kyrlakoll, even if it is certaillly incorrect. To dIe annoyance of Severus the PlorCyr 
ma.kes capital out of this text ror Chalcedon: Cyril Is said to have professed the 'perfect hOlllo 
IISSlHllPIJIs' which would signify as much 31 two natures. 

180. Scvetus Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. III. 1, eh. 17: CSCO 94, pp.210,22-211,15, esp. 
p. 210,26-30; Dlllidere autem ill duo /11111' 111111/11 81 dicere a D(" Verba Chrislu",_ IJIIi ex Maria tl 

!romo dom/llieus esl, aml/"pl/lm esse, ailelllHlI 'iI/idem e,1 /lb A lltlmOJio, pl!ftillel a,,/em ad eos, lJui JIIOS 

Chris/os et Filias cog/lam . .. Sevenn refers 1:0 the Sj'naplleilJ teaching of Nestoriw; then he interprets 
the alleged passage of Atban3sius th·rough a citation from the Letter to Epictetus, PG 26, 
1053BC cited in C. Imp. Gram.! /OC, fit , p. 21] ,2-15. The extent to which kyrla/:os anlhropos 
is found in Athanasinn and pseudo-Athanasirul writ1n8$ is treated in A. Grillm.cicr, arl. ,/I, (above 
n. 178), 33-8. 

181. The text of Andrew of Samosata is in Severos Ant., C. imp, Gram., Or. III. 1, ch. 14: 
CSCO 94, pp.175,32-176,20. 

182. Andrew of Snmosata, In Severus, loe. cit., p. 176,5-13: S/II/Iissimu/II et absunlissimum est 
artif/cillml Primo 'pl/dem /1Ot: ipS1l1f1 qllod 'post IIl/lollem'dicitur, ratrone Ulrec. EIC/I!III, 110/1 '/Incipitur homo 
dom;"lcus allie ulliollem a/vill(/nI, IIec ''''l]lIlIm Ipsl defu!t 11/(/ beal(/ /lablTO, 'lam 'Sapientia nedif1cllbil sibi 
tlorlllHll (proll 9,1)" ot proJect" 1101/ remove/llr Illhabittms a templa. Pro/III/e illep/um e/ sllllillm tst (liure 
'post II1lioll6m', quasi prlll$ constil'ltUJ jillssel homo, postea ltdro efftaa jilisslJ./ IJliqlla co"rune/lo. Thus 
Andrew bere advocates 3 christology 'from above' which allows in the Incarnation the CCe;)tiOD 

of the humanity of Christ to coincide with the heliOSis; d. the expression of Augustine (above 
n. 174). Cf. Severus Ant., lac. cit., ch. 15: CSCO 94, 177-179; JdChr 13

, 771, n.6. 
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wise. Only in theory, in thought, does he distinguish these two times 
in the one Christ, whom he describes as 'the one nature of the Son as 
the one who has become a human being and flesh' .183 Ultimately even 
Severus reduces everything to the schema of an exclusive christo logy from 
above into which neither the 'God-bearing' human being nor the 'human 
being in the Lord's dignity' fits. 184 

§ 2. From the discussion among the anti-Chalcedonians 

As early as the first decade after Chalcedon splits appeared among the 
opponents of the Fourth Council themselves. Timothy Aelurus, the first 
Patriarch of anti-Chalcedonian Egypt, had had his bitter experiences, 
which still need to be described in detail. Although at that time there 
were fanatics who aroused concern, Severus had to deal not only with 
theologically untrained extremists, who had not yet died out even in his 
time, but with theologians like Julian of Halicarnassus or with educated 
grammarians like the otherwise unknown Sergi us. Common to both was 
the fact that they intensified the mia-physis christology of Cyril and his 
greatest spiritual disciple, and hence too, in the eyes of the leader of the 
anti-Chalcedonians, endangered it. Such altercations are significant for 
us because they allow a deeper insight into the picture of Christ of the 
adherent of the mia physis. 

I. JULIAN OF HALICARNASSUS AND HIS INTERPRETATION OF THE 

EARTHL Y EXISTENCE OF JESUS CHRIST 

Around 510 Julian, the Bishop of Halicarnassus, encountered the 
renowned monk Severus in Constantinople. In 511 he placed himself on 
the side of Severus in the conflict with Patriarch Macedonius of Constan­
tinople (496-511).185 At the end of the patriarchate of Severus in 

183. Severus Ant., loc. cit., p. 179,9-11 cites Cyril Alex., PG 77, 192: Verum, post unionem, 
tonquom sub14to iom in duos sec/ione, unam credimus esse naturam Filii, tonquom un ius, verum inhumanati 
et incamati. Cyril is said to have coined the formula, condemned by Andrew (Desine dividere naturas 
post unionem) , only against Nestorius (and Theodore of Mopsuestia), and then in the schema 
of the distinction of the 'two times' (ex temporali comparatione). 

184. In all probability the reaction of Severus to the expression kyriakos anthropos would have 
been more harsh, if he had been aware of the Commentorius brevis (in Psalmos) of Hesychius of 
jerusalem (CPG 6553); ed. V. jagic, Supplementum Psalterii Bononiensis. Incerti auetoris exp14natio 
grQecQ (Vienna, 1917). Hesychius has numerous witnesses with the expression kyriakos anthropos, 
some with an explicit Antiochene stamp. 

185. Cf. the Chalcedonian Theod. Lect., HE, fr.484: Hansen, p.138,6-8: Among the 
opponents of Macedonius 'were julian, the bishop of Halicarnassus in Caria, the monk Severus, 
who became attackers (polemioi) of the faith (i.e. of Chalcedon), but also of themselves'. 
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Antioch (518) both were again to be found as fugitives in Egypt. Julian, 
who sojourned i~ the vicinity of Alexandria in the monastery Henaton, 
soon gave offence through a Speech about the confession of faith, although 
he was fundamentally on the anti-Chalcedonian side. 186 Severus heard 
of this and was particularly irritated by Julian's claim that his teaching 
could also be substantiated in the Philalethes, the showpiece of the 
Patriarch's polemic. 187 Just how much its author was affected by this is 
apparent by his reactions in several writings against Julian,188 but par­
ticularly in the Apologia for the Philalethes .189 This claim must also make 
us curious, because with it the question is raised of the origins of Julian's 
teaching and, in particular, its relationship to the Alexandrian-Cyrillian­
Severan tradition. But first we must concentrate on this teaching itself, 
and in doing this we shall touch upon an old point of controversy about 
which we will have to take a position. For the voluminous work of 
Julian, which was attacked both from the Chalcedonian as well as the 
anti-Chalcedonian side, has disappeared except for 154 fragments, unless 
fresh discoveries are made. 1OO The misinterpretation of his views - this 
is the judgement we have to pass today after intensive research - is to 
be located in the increasingly fierce polemic of his fellow bishop, Severus. 
From his Critique of the Tomus onwards Severus let it be known that 

186. Cf. Michael Syr., Chron. IX. 27: Chabot II, 225: ' ... and he held a speech against the 
dyophysites. But he did not compose it in a clean and unobjectionable way.' 

187. On the cause of the dispute see Liberatus, Brev. 19: ACO II, 5, p. 134,4-22; Severns 
ibn al-Muqaffa', History of the Patriarchs: PO 1, 453-455. 

188. Severns Ant., C. Addit. luI.: CSCO 296; Adv. Apol. luI.: CSCO 302. 
189. Cf. Severns Ant., Apol. philal.: CSCO 319, p. 1,15-19: 'lis ont ose dire que Ie livre 

de mon humilite Le Philalethe est en accord avec les fables de l'heresie phantasiaste de Julien et 
confirme son opinion abominable et immonde, faisant (la) des declarations relevant de celles que 
Ie vent emporte et de l'incredulite des Juifs.' 

190. See Draguet, Julien d'Halicarnasse, 45 * -78 *; R. Hespel, severe d'Antioche, La polbnique anti· 
julianistel: CSCO 244 (Louvain, 1964), I-III. Julian's works which need to be mentioned are: (1) 
Letters: Three letters of Julian to Severns and his replies are preserved in Syriac; ed. R. Hespel: 
CSCO 244 (T), 245 (V), 6-7, 8-9, 159-162; Fragments 1-5: Draguet, julien d'Halicarnasse, 
pp. 45*-46*. (2) Tomus of Julian through which the discussion was started; in Draguet, julien 
d'Halicarnasse, Fragm. 6-49, 46*-56*; nos. 42-49, 54*-56*, are characterized as Propositiones 
haereticae: R. Hespel, CSCO 245, 215-234. (3) Additiones luliani to his Tomus, incorporated into 
the second edition; they are the (eply of Julian to the 'Critique of the Tomus' by Severns. Fragm. 
50-56: Draguet, op. cit., 56'- 58* . (4) Apologia for the Tomus: Fragm. 57- 74: Draguet, Julien 
d'Halicarnasse, 58"-62'; Julian replies to the chllrges of Manichaeisrn and Eutychianism. (5) A type 
of treatise: Contra blasphemias Severi: a work which is divided into ten logoi; in these Julian discusses 
the arguments of the 'Critique of the Tomus' of Severns and probably produced a patristic counter­
florilegium to the witnesses adduced by Severns; Fragm. 75-129: Draguet, Julien d'Halicarnasse, 
62* -73* (to strengthen the theses of the Tomus). (6) A Disputatio contra Achillem et Victorem 
nestorlanos; Fragm. 130-131: Draguet,Julien d'Halicarnasse, 73*. (7) Fragments 132-154: Draguet, 
julien d'Halicarnasse, 73*-78* cannot be attributed to any particular work. On the fragments 
preserved in Greek, see Hespel, Avant-propos to CSCO 295, III. See CPG 7125-7127. 
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he saw Julian with his teaching of aphtharsia, that is, with his view of 
the uncorruptedness of the body of Christ, in the nets of Eutyches and 
Manes. 191 Even if here the banned Patriarch was still somewhat reserved 
in his judgement, his supporters, like the Chalcedonians too, allowed 
nothing good in the Bishop of Halicarnassus. Everywhere he was taken 
to be a docetist, that is, as supporting the teaching that Christ's body 
was a semblance, or a Eutychian, who denied the oneness in essence with 
us and taught the transformation of the human nature of Jesus into the 
godhead. Suffering, death, and resurrection are thus void; God's whole 
economy of salvation disintegrates into nothing. Julian entered the 
catalogue of heretics of the various parties in the list of the chief 
heretics. 192 Severus acquired his negative impression of his opponent 
also in discussions with Julianists who took umbrage at his teaching 
that Christ had a flesh that was the same as ours in essence (homoousios). 
From this he concluded that the disciples of Julian would profess 'a kind 
of uncreated flesh' or even (in addition) that the uncreated Logos con­
densed (condense) himself in the incarnation to flesh 'as water solidifies 
to ice' .193 

Let us remain first of all within the controversy between the two 
bishops, so that we can arrive at a judgement for ourselves about the 
teaching of Julian from the rejoinders of Severus and the citations and 
judgements offered in these. 

191. Severos Ant., Crit. Tom.: CSCO 245, pp. 125,31-126,12. By falsely interpreting 
miracles, especially the virgin conception of Christ, Julian is claimed to have denied the pas sible 
and mortal quality of the body of Christ and the authenticity of the passion. Thus he fell into 
the nets of the Eutychians and godless Manichaeans. In contrast Julian accused Severos of having 
accepted human suffering and death in Christ and thus having reduced him to simply a human 
being in the manner of Paul of Samosata, Photinus and Nestorius. 

192. On the catalogue of heretics see JdChr 1I11, 90-4. 
193. Cf. Severos Ant., C. Addu. lui., ch. 24: CSCO 296, pp. 63,7-64,2. From the Patriarch's 

profession of 'Christ's flesh being consubstantial to us' the Julianists derisively concluded that 
he was a 'worshipper of a creature'; they meant that Severos by this profession confessed two 
persons in Christ. For his part from this he deduced the doctrines of the JuHanists sketched above. 
The reproach that he was a worshipper of a creaturely flesh he countered with a depiction of 
the relationship between created flesh and uncreated Logos, with recourse to Athanasius, Ep. 
ad Adelph.: PG 26, 1073D-1076A. From this it follows that one ought to worship the flesh 
of Christ without being the worshipper of a creature. Cf. CSCO 296, p.64,3-23. He derives 
the legitimacy of worshipping the flesh of Christ from the mia-physis formula. The Julianists 
discussed here appear to be the radical representatives of this teaching; they behave towards their 
master like the extremists with whom Timothy Aeluros did battle during his exile. Cf. CSCO 
296, pp.65,7-66,21. How Severos had recourse to Timothy Aeluros and Dioscoros is wit­
nessed by his work Adv. Apol. lui., ch. 19: CSCO 302, p. 251,1-9; ch. 20: p. 254,12ff.; ch. 22, 
p.259. 
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1. Cyrillian-Severan points of departure for Julian 

Julian had claimed to have come to his conception of the total uncor­
ruptedness (aphtharsia) of the body of Christ through the Philalethes of 
Severus. The irritated Patriarch reports this in his apologia for this work. 
It is worth the effort to follow the trail. 

(a) The 'glowing coal' (Is 6,6-7) and two different interpretations 
by Severus 194 

Cyril of Alexandria had already interpreted this image in reference to 
the incarnation. In no.l0l of the Floreyr, Cyril's text from the 
Scholia 195 is adduced by the compiler as proof for the two-natures 
teaching. We shall begin with this. 196 

Now we say that the coal represents for us the symbol and the image of the incarnate Logos 
... One can see in the coal, as in an image, the Logos who has proceeded from the Father 
and has been united to the humanity; but he has not ceased to be that which he was; rather 
he has transformed into his doxa and power (e/e; 1:t}v iau1:oi) ao~av 1:e Kai ivtpyelav) 
what had been assumed, i.e. united to him. Just as the fire informs the wood and expands 
itself in it as it takes possession of it, without at all causing the wood to cease being wood, 
rather allowing it to blend into the appearance and power of the fire, as this [viz. the fire] 
effects in it [viz. the wood] what is proper to the former and thus appears to be completely 
one with it, so, also, represent to yourself the things with Christl For God has ... , in an 
ineffable way united with humanity, retained what this was but also retained what he was; 
once troly united, it [the humanity] is one with him. For he has made his own what is 
its [humanity's] and now pours out into it the power of his own nature (ip1tOltfaae; at Kai 
a01:0C; a01:fj 1:ite; lafae; .poaewe; Tr}v t!vepyelav). 

The collector of the Floreyr had naturally only looked at the emphasis 
of the two elements being unmingled, and wanted to conclude from that 
the preservation of two natures in Christ. 197 Cyril, like Severus after 
him, was primarily interested in stressing the unity. Nettled by the claim 
of the Floreyr, Severus had endeavoured to outline particularly clearly 

194. Severos Ant., Apol. PhiIaI., ch. 101: CSCO 319, 32-72; as well, idem, PhiIal., rebuttal 
of no. 101 of the FlorCyr: CSCO 134, 265-267. We need to note that R. Hespel, CSCO 319, 
34, n. 2, indicates that in CSCO 134, p. 267,24 there is an abbreviation of the text of the 
PhiIalethes. To be added to this is CSCO 319, pp. 33,34-34,10. 

195. Hespel, Le Florilege Cyrillien, no. 101, 154-155 from Cyril Alex., SchoUa (CPG 5225): 
PG 75, 1377D-1380D = ACO I 5, 1: p. 221,17-31. This is also adduced by Severos in Ep. ad 
Oecum. com.: PO 12, 180-181. 

196. Cyril Alex., Scholia, following Hespel, Le Florilege Cyrillietl, 154f. 
197. In Ex 3.1-5 (the buming busb) the Pathers found a parallel to Is 6,6. Thi5 pass~ge was 

interpreted, according to interest, as referring to the ~1Dit)' in Christ (the interpenotration of 
fire and bush) or to the difference of godhe:td and humanity (the bush is not conJumcd). Thus 
Cyril as well a5 Nestorius was able [0 me this amlogy. CLJdCltr rJ. 723-4; CCT 12 ,516-17. 
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the direction adopted by Cyril to emphasize the unity in Christ. This 
was directed against Chalcedon. 198 

(i) Anti-Chalcedonian interpretation of Cyril's text by Severus 
Before the confrontation with Julian, Severus was always concerned with 
stressing the unity in Christ. So against the FlorCyr he had to extract 
from Cyril's interpretation everything that spoke in this sense. In so 
doing he formulated the following somewhat carelessly in his apologia 
to no. 101 of this florilegium. l99 

In fact when the God-Logos in his august union with the humanity ... allowed this to 
change, even transformed this, not indeed into his own nature - for this remained what 
it was - but into his glory (doxa) and into his own power (energeia), how then can you 
refer to the teaching of the Synod of Chalcedon and the Tome of Leo ... , which have 
distributed [the opera/lones, the activity of the ellergeia) to the Logos and the human being 
in Christ? 

Notwithstanding all the lack of mingling in Christ, Severus sees his 
unity guaranteed by the fact that there is a continuous influencing con­
trol from the side of the godhead on the humanity which is proper to 
him. Its effect is the transformation of the united humanity into the doxa 
of the Logos and a flowing over of the divine energeia to the human 
powers in Jesus. Julian could be particularly happy with the following 
statements. 

For in many cases it is apparent that the Logos did not permit the flesh to move according 
to the law of the nature of flesh [reference to Jesus walking on the water or the miraculous 
course of events on the occasion of his death on Calvary, at the resurrection and in the 
appearances before his disciples) . . . How does (all this) belong to the flesh if it was not 
endowed with the power (ellergeia) of the Logos, an entitlement of the godhead, if it was 
not to be regarded as one with bim, corresponding to the holy word of the holy Cyril? 
... This all the more so as this (flesh) was indeed material and touchable with the hand, 
thus did not cease to be flesb. whereby it ,'ood abovt corrnpl/bl/lly .. . 200 

In his apologia to no. 101 of the FlorCyr the Patriarch had gone beyond 
Cyril's Scholia and also added a passage from his Apologeticus contra 
Theodoretum pro XII capitiblls. It expounded in a particular way the notion 
which Cyril formed of the tension between the states of the humanity 
of Christ, depending upon whether this came under the influence of 
divine activation or used its normal human power. In this Cyril, so to 
say, pardons the Incarnate One for shedding tears in a human way and 

198. Cf. Severus Ant., Phllal. on no. 101: CSCO 134, pp. 266-267, to which is to be added 
CSCO 319, pp.33,34-34,10. 

199. CSCO 134, pp. 266,28-267,1; in part almost word for word in Ep. ad Oecum. com.: 
PO 12, p. 184,4-7. 

200. Ibid., p.267,l1-24. 
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for having experienced the conditions of fear. All this indeed was only 
'corresponding to the economy of salvation (oikonomia) by his [the 
Logos'] sometimes allowing the flesh to suffer what was proper to it 
(ttPu,i~ -rn (JapKi Kai lla(JX£lv l(JO'tj-r£ -ra Tt51a) in order to make 
us more magnanimous'. 201 In the Apologia for the Philalethes Severus 
adds the following to the words of Cyril just cited. 202 

If he thus allowed the flesh sometimes to endure that which is proper to it, so it is evident 
that he [the Logos] did not leave it unreservedly the properties which are proper to it, depen­
ding on the opportunities and the laws which the ungodly determined. 

In contrast to the excerptors who were interested in the distinction 
of the two natures, Severus had emphasized in the appearance of Christ 
the predominance of the divine nature and the instrumentality of the 
human potencies dependent on it. At the same time it seemed to him 
that the pre-eminent means of binding divinity and humanity was the 
precedence given to the divine power (energeia). The predominance 
represented for him the normal state in the divine-human appearance of 
Christ. The more the humanity of Christ appeared as vibrating with 
divine powers, the more the substantial unity in Christ was shown. 

Julian now transferred this conception of the primacy of the divine 
power in Christ also to the static persisting qualities of the body of Christ 
and placed accents that corresponded to this. The one Christ, the new 
human being, had to be distinguished through incorruptibility (aphthar­
sia) in the place of the universal human corruptedness (phtharsia), through 
impassibility (apatheia) in the place of the universal subjection to suffer­
ing, and through immortality (athanasia) in the place of unavoidable mor­
tality. Julian adopted the main passage for this emphasis on certain 
features in the picture of Christ from the apologia of Severus, that is, 
from his comments on no. 101 of the Floreyr as he produced them in 
the Philalethes. From these he gathered that even before the resurrection 
the body of Christ was spared corruptedness (phtharsia). We learn of this 
from the later writing of Severus, Apologia for the Philalethes. The 
Patriarch saw that Julian had held on to his words about the transforma­
tion (transformatio) of the bodiliness of Christ into the doxa and energeia 
of the Logos. With strong agreement Julian had also accepted the words 
of his friend about the 'infusion of everything that was proper to the 
Logos into the humanity of Christ'. Hence he could believe that he had 

201. It is a question of PG 76, 441BC = ACO I, 1, 6a, 18-24. This passage also appears 
again in the CA of Leontius of Byzantium, PG 86, 1329C. 

202. Severus Ant., Apol. Philal., ch. 101: CSCO 319, p.34,7-10. 
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Severus himself as a confederate in the claim: the body of Christ is uncor­
rupted, not subject to suffering, and immortal from the very moment 
of the union of divinity and humanity. 203 

(i9 AntiJulianist interpretation of the 'coal-fire' analogy 
Severus recognized now that not only the words of Cyril but also his 
own were capable of excessive interpretation. The fire that was begin­
ning had to be extinguished immediately. The first measure was violent 
abuse of the opponent. Then the Patriarch showed that Cyril, in inter­
preting the unity in Christ according to the model already familiar to 
us (divinity: humanity = soul: body), also explained the analogy of the 
glowing coal. 204 He also now conceived more carefully his own inter­
pretation of the image of 'fire-coal' applied to the incarnation.205 He 
maintained that Cyril did not say that the flesh of Christ had been wholly 
transformed into superiority to suffering and immortality, also that he 
did not say that into the body of Christ flowed the wholly transcendent 
doxa which is proper to the godhead alone (1n 17,5). 

Julian was thus involved in constructing a picture of Christ which, 
according to the conviction of the Patriarch, brought with it the danger 
of detracting from the earthly reality of Christ. This had to be prevented 
under any circumstance. The predicament for Severus consisted in so 
developing the earthly reality of the body of Christ that Julian could 
not come up with the reproach of Nestorianism. For the apportioning 
of the 'physical qualities' into purely divine and purely human and their 
appropriation to 'divinity' and 'humanity', was, according to the general 
conviction of the anti-Chalcedonians, per se Nestorianism and the 
teaching of the detested Tome of Leo. In order to solve the difficult 
problem Severus now sought to tread a middle path: strong emphasis 
on the 'one power' which flows from the Logos into the humanity, and 
a careful delimitation of the divinization or divine properties in the 
humanity of Christ. For this purpose Severus first of all entrenched 
himself behind a row of citations from Chrysostom.206 From these he 
then drew his conclusions. 

203. Severus Ant., ibid. , p. 34,12-20: 'The phant3siasts, however, . .. [to whom Julian also 
belongs] .. . , were of the opinion that it is sufficient to say the following: If the Logos of God 
really transformed the assumed body (we mean the body which 'he united to himself] into his 
own doxa and tllergeia and infused inlo it everything which i.! his. then this (body) would be 
elevated above suffering and be immortal from the first moment of the union.' 

204. Cf. Cyril Alex., Scholia: PG 75. 1377BD = ACO I, 5, la, p.221,6-16 (Latin: ibid., 
p. 189,11-20); CSCO 319, pp.34,35-35,14. 

205. Severos Ant., Apol. Philal., eh. 101: CSCO 319, p.35,15ff. 
206. Ibid., pp. 36,1-40,3. Severos says of Julian, p. 41,3-4: 'C'est sans mod~ration et sans eom­

petanee qu'ils eomprennent tout.' 
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(1) In the pre-Easter phase of his earthly existence the Logos infused into the hypostatically 
united flesh the energeia, the power and activity, that befits him as God, and the doxa, but this 
only to the degree that it has been apparent to us during his earthly life. According to Severus, 
Julian had accepted that the earthly Jesus alreadr had that doxa which is to be bestowed on us 
after the resurrection at the end of the ages.2O 

(2) According to Severns, Julian did not di~tingui5h between the fimc/lollal overflowing into 
the humanity of Christ of the tl/ergela, proper to God, which 1ilways relIlllins available, and the 
phYllcal qllilliUltive cbanges in the humanIty of Christ liS perduring, indeed from tbe beginping 
of the united human existence of Jesus. He was ,aid to deduce the latter invalidly fTom the phrase 
of Cyril, which Severus had adopted, of the {rlllrs/ormal/on of the humanity of Christ into the 
perfect glory. Hence he lacked the gift of distinguishing. What is valid with regard to the e"trg~lo 
does not apply to the persisting qualities, such as, in particular, the oph,lzarsio.11J8 There is no 
doubt that the Logos could lIave elevated hiB l1esh above suffering. At his disposal stood the 
divine errergeia as the ever-flowing power of Iro/Is/orrnat/a. Par our sake, however, he wanted 
his humanity to fit into the limits which are proper to us in order too to be able to conquer 
Satan definitively. 209 The trarufigurarion of Christ on Tabor is said to be an example on the 
part of ~he Logos of self-Iill\imion in the communication of the divine power.2tD 

(3) With this distinction of fimetlil/l11/ t llDrgeia and s/oll, quolilies Severus wanted to achieve two 
tbing~, Firltly, wirh the special po$ition of the 'one ellergeia' ill Christ as the real divine powct 
propcr to God which is always at the disposal of the united body he secured for himself n way 
of repudiating the charge of Ncstorianism. A Ps, Julius oitation, thus an Apollinariall text, which 
he PUl before Julian. came to his aid here. 'And there is not found , not even a single separation 
of the Logos and his fle~h in the sacrec:l Scriptures, bUl he is one narure, one "ypostasis, one 
pr(lsogon, one aClllllly (tlltrgda, power), completely God, completely a hwnan being, just the same 
one.' Ii Thus bere he could show ~ maximum of the influencing control of the Logos on his 
humanity and its absolute cnrn~lunent in Lhe mID pitysi$, bdore which any reproach of 
Nestorianism was condemned to ~ilence. Sccolldly this ellergela remains functionally com­
municable; thu5 it can be stronger or weaker, and hence allow room for the earthly life ofJesus. 

(4) Became Julian did not see tbis distinction and placed the persisting static qualities on the 
same level ~s the orre ellugelo, he cou'ld not do justice to the earthly life of Jesus. It is false to 
claim for the incorruptibility of the body of Chri~t, the aplrtlrnrJlu, the maximum &om the concep­
tion and the beginning of the incarnation. Thus he had exmcted too much from the allegory 
of the glowing coal. 

207. Ibid., p.40,9-23. 
208. Ibid., p. 41,10-13: 'Ils [the Julianistsj declarent en effet que si, de concert avec Ie Dieu 

Verbe, Ie corps que celui-ci s'est uni a ete enrichi de la mcme activite convenam a Dieu (que 
la sienne), on dira certes aussi que l'incorruptibilite est une activitc ptopre au corpsl' Then follows 
ll. 20-21: 'Etre incorruptible en effet est une characteristiquc [tim! 3 qUlIlity, a state], et non 
pas une activite du corps.' 

209. Ibid., p.4O,20-35. Thus a concession to the theory of the devil's rights (une victime 
conforme a la loi et a la justice sur la mort). 

210. Ibid., pp. 50,13-51,10: Severus seeks to make clear in the t'vent (If tbe transfiguration 
on Tabor how he understands the difference between his and Julian' s interpretation of Mt 17, 
Iff. According to Julian the real divine glory, as it corresponds to the end state, shows itself. 
According to Severus it WllS not the doxa which belongs solely to the invisible, incomprehensible 
divine essence thaL appeared in Christ, but a doxa which can belong to a 'corporeal', provisional, 
imperfect appearance. Thus Severus attempts to conform to the picture of Jesus' appearance, as 
thiL is presenteo in the gospels. 

211. Sec Liec:Gmann, I, pp. 198,14-199,2: CSCO 319, p.53,33-36. In this strong text the 
unity in Christ is seen OD twO levels, one static and one dynamic. In tbe firmly established form 
of the one incarnate God-Logos, the one energeia proceeds more or less continually from above to 
below. 



THE DISPUTATIOUS POLEMICIST 87 

(5) Quite skilfully Julian had brought into play the attribute of holiness and the worthiness 
of the humanity of Christ for adoration - also an anti-Nestorian theme. He did acknowledge 
that here in the attribute of holiness, and the consequent worthiness of the flesh for adoration, 
there was no place for any restriction, any temperatio. For here it is simply a question of the 
dignity proper to God as God: Christ is holy and worthy of adoration also as a human being 
according to the degree of the divine property. But if worthy of adoration, he is then also impassi­
ble, incorruptible and immortal! For the Scriptures forbid us to adore what is mortal, transitory 
and corruptible.212 Thus with the 'holiness' Julian discovered a static attribute which is also to 
be awarded to the humanity of Christ in its divine measure, and this from the beginning to 
the end! Severns did not have an easy task in rebutting this argument and maintaining his 
postulated special position of the energeia. He took refuge in his mia-physis formula and warned 
that one ought not to apportion the adoratio Christi to two. For there is only 'one simple adoration 
without division into two natures,!213 In this way Severns left the problem unsolved. 

(b) The wood of the Ark of the Covenant and the aphtharsia of Christ 
in the works of Julian 

For his teaching on aphtharsia Julian referred, to the anger of Severus, 
to a Marian homily of the latter during his patriarchate in Antioch. 214 

The theme was the explication of the ark of the covenant (K'PCOT6~) as 
the mystery of the incarnation of the Logos from Mary. According to 
Exodus 25,11 and 33,1-2 the holy ark consisted of imputrescible acacia 
wood, and, furthermore, was covered inside and out with gold. This 
image inspired the speaker to comments which Julian too could have 
formulated to the letter. 215 

Doe5 oot Christ offer hlmself tous thus (like we ark J? He is aile from two, from the godhead 
85 from gold that shines in bright splendour. and from humanity which is removed from cor­
mplcJttess as imputrescible wood 011 account of the conception of the God-Logos in purity, 
without seed, worked by the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary ... In fact the word: 'Inside 
and out the wood was plated with gold' means that (Ex 25,11). Notice here how appropriate 
the symbol is: as that imputrescible wood is indeed from natural wood and of the s.ame type 
(genos) and of the same essence (ousia) as all other timbers which decay attacks and destroys, 
with the one exception that this is imputrcscible (lhal is, not subject to decay]; so too was 
the flesh of Christ, endowed with a rational, spiritual soul, of the same type (gello.!). of the 
same nature (physis) and the same essence (ousia) as ours; it had, however, one advantage: 
it was free and far from the corruptedness of sin. For it was conceived of the Holy Spirit 
by the Virgin; and it was united to the Logos. to him who has committed no sin and in 
whose mouth there was no deceit (1 Pet 2,22). Moreover, as the wood of the ark stood 
above decay and was free of it but could still be cut up and burned, so indeed the whole 

212. Cf. Severns Ant., Apol. philal., ch. 101: CSCO 319, p. 61,20ff. 
213. Ibid., p.62,l-9. 
214. Severos Ant., Hom. 67 on the BVM: PO 8, 349-67. 
215. Ibid .• pp. 357,4-359,3. The allegory of the twofold gilding of the Ark of the Cove­

nant is found in Ps. Irenaeus, Fragm. 8, which belongs, however, to Hippolytus, namely 
to In I Reg., quae de He1cana et Samue1e (CPG 1881 [2): here further details). Now more 
comprehensively in B. E. Daley, Leonlii Byzantii Opera, in the florilegium to CNE 14, where 
the Greek text is presented. 
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pure body of Christ had no share in sin and the corruptedness resulting from it, but could 
nevertheless suffer mishandling, blows, injury, death and all suffering of tim sort. And when 
he c:une into the tomb and descended into the underworld. he had still not yet experienced 
the corruptedness which is present there, aud this because of his resurrection from the dead 
[cit. Acts 2,31]. Thus it follows that the body of Christ 1m shown itself in everything .3S 

incouupdble, because he was 10 no way subjected to the debasement that comes from sin; 
certainly he WIIS susceptible to the coeruption (plllitania) which is tied 10 death and burial 
but has excluded it without being sei~ by it, on account of Its union with the Logos. 
Par the latter is by his very nature Incorruptible, impossible and immortal. 

The Bishop of Halicarnassus could regard these words of the Patriarch 
with good reason as a summary of his own thoughts on the aphtltarsia 
of Christ: in them the humanity of Christ was characterized literally as 
being absolutely 'removed from corruptedness'; its conception in Mary 
was elevated above all concupiscence. Particularly to be noted is the fact 
that Severns specified that debasement was excluded which 'comes from 
sin'! In this regard the humanity of Christ was doubly protected: 
through connection with the 'sinless Logos' and the virginal conception. 
This being the case, incor.ruptedness, insofar as it is connected to freedom 
from sin, had to distinguish the reality of Christ from its very beginning. 
No one could on this account reproach the Patriarch with teaching that 
Christ's body was an illusion. For, as he himself explained the analogy, 
the acacia wood tied together two qualities. It wa not from the outset 
subjected to decay, but it could be cut up and burnt. This was intended 
to say: true suffering and death could strike the 'incorruptible' body of 
Christ. By doing this did Severus not accord aplrtharsia a special place? 
It does not fit in with 'impassible, elevated above suffering' (d1[a8ti~) 
and 'immortal' (d9avaro~). Accordingly, had Severus not prepared all 
the impulses for the Julianist conception of the thoroughgoing uncor­
rnptedness of the body of Christ and also to a large extent supplied the 
linguistic formulation? An aphtharsia in principle was manifestly united 
with a factual corruptedness, in so far as it was a question of the suffering 
and death of Christ. Expressly excluded was admittedly the putrefaction 
in the grave, through reference to Acts 2,31. The reference to the unity 
of the human flesh of Christ with the inunortal Logos finally closed that 
crack through which corruptibility in Christ could force an entry. For 
this Logos is 'incorruptible, impassible, immortal'! 

Severus also then conceded in the second mention of Homily 67 that 
in Philalethes he explained without distinction that the body of Christ 
is incorruptible; even in the homily itself he did not differentiate 
sufficiently.216 Hence he now considered it his task to purify his 

216. Severus Ant., Apol. Philol.: CSCO 319, Pl" 112,28-113,25. 
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terminology and to distinguish in the application of the words 
'incorrupt' -'corrupt': 

(1) Christ is simply and absolutely 'incorruptible' when the word 
means 'without sin'; 

(2) Christ is 'corruptible' in 'suffering without blame' (ncUJ" 
dOu1PMrca): suffering hunger, thirst, tiredness, blows, cross, death; 

(3) absolute incorruptibility and factual uncorruptedness coincide in 
Christ only with the resurrection. 217 

Julian could really be content with Severus' formulation: 'Indeed, in 
so far as uncorruptedness is identical with the absence of sin. we all con­
fess alike that it also existed in the body from the very beginning of 
its union with the Logos. '2l8 In these words was expressed the closest 
agreement between the two bishops.m Nevertheless. the gulf between 
them both was opened up and was no longer to be closed, from either 
side: through exaggerated formulations by Julian which were open to 
misunderstanding and not covered by traditions, and tlu:ough the 
vulgarization. the selective denunciation and finally the declaration of 
such statements as heretical by Severus. 

2. The Apollinarian work Kata meros pis tis as Julian's source 

In chapter 101 of the Apologia for the Philalethes Severus reported that 
in refuting Julian he referred to the Kata meros pistis, a writing of 
Apollinarius which he, however, ascribed to Gregory the W onder­
worker.22O Here we can observe in an utterly special way that the 
Apollinarian understanding, only partly corrected. flowed into the 
discussion of both bishops. We present the text in a somewhat extended 
citation. 221 

[The ecclesial confession and world-saving faith in the incarnation of the Logos who has com­
municated himself to the human flesh which he assumed from Mary; he remained in his 
sameness and underwent no change or alteration in his godhead; he was united to the flesh 

217. Ibid., pp. 113,20-114,12, where at the end it reads: 'Partout en effet c'est en ayant 
en vue l'issue et l'achevement de la resurrection meme que j'ai nomme l'impassibilite et 
l'immortalite. ' 

218. Severus Ant., Apol. Phi1al.: CSCO 319, p. 92,21-28; or pp. 76,33-77,5, and passim; par­
ticularly, however, Ep. III ad lui.: CSCO 245, pp.174,17-175,3. The citation above: 
p. 174,24- 26. 

219. Cf. Crit. Tom.: CSCO 245, pp. 174,16-175,24; 180,31- 181,28 (here Sevc.rus defines hi! 
use of concepts). Here too tbe Patriarch takes up the means for purifying language. 

220. Severos Ant . , AJlCl/. Plliltl l. , ch. 101: CSCO 319, pp. 63,5-72,9. 
221. ApolUnar. bod., Kata '''ffilS pislis 2-3: Lietzmann, p. 168,11- 21. 
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according to humankind (KUfJ'O/JO(wu/v dv8pwnfv'1v) so that he united the flesh to the 
godhead (Ioc. cil. 11. 5- 10).] The divinity abolished the passibility of the flesh by the ful6lmelit 
of tue mystery. After the destruction of death follow! uninterrupted impassibility and 
immutable immortality, and the original buman beau.ty is restored through the power of 
the godhead. It is bcstowed on all human beings through the ~ppropriation of faitb. But 
if some now h3m! the holy f31th and either assign to the godhe::ld human qualities (develop­
ment, suffering or ~n increase in JO"II) or separate from the godhead the body which grew 
and suffered, as if the suffering body existed for itself, thus these are OUtSide the ecclesial 
confession of the Church. 

So much for the Kata meros pistis. Julian had reproached Severus with 
having abbreviated the confession of faith which both ascribed to 
Gregory the Wonderworker.222 A certain ground for this suspicion lay 
in the fundamental hermeneutical approach of the Philalethes. In this 
rejoinder to the FlorCyr its author criticized the confession of the 
'Wonderworker' with the intention of protecting the citation of Cyril 
in FlorCyr no. 101 (Scholia) (PG 75, 1377D-1380D) against a dyophysite 
interpretation. This emphasis on unity now induced Julian to the 
exuberance that expresses itself in Fragment 102, which stands in close 
relationship to the quotations in the Philalethes. 223 

The Logos of God communicated himself to II humanJlesh and io the humanity has entered 
into a connection according to humankind. With regard to this he [the 'Wonder-worker1 
spoke (analogically) of the meeting of soul and boc\y and characteri.zed (their) union 3J! 

insepaTable. Afte~ the completion of the mystery proclaimed by the law and the prophets 
- the fulfilment of the law is Indeed Christ. the godhead abolished tlle subjection of the 
flesh to suffering (7ra811'!'1K(lv): from that tin)e on it was impossible both to characterize the 
patlteti!eol, 35 accompanying a flesh which belongs to the Impassible and also (to 9Ccept) that 
it dominates with force tnc realm of nature. For the union of the flesh with rhe Logos is 
fulfilment of the mystery. 224 

The text is very difficult. It can only be explained on the basis of its 
entwinement with the Apollinarian confession and other witnesses of the 
fourth century which Julian took over to a large degree, but also once 
again corrects. He employed, in fact, all the key concepts of the Kata 
meros pistis § 2, especially the expressions pathetikos and apatheia, and fur­
thermore the doctrine of the signiRcance of the incarnation of the Logos 
of God for the restoration of the original tate of humankind. Still there 
is an important distinction to be noted here. While the Apollinarian text 
also includes the death of Christ and also founds the restoration of the 
paradisal apatheia and immortality on it, Julian passed over the death on 
the cross and placed the incarnation in the forefront. Severus stressed this 

222. Severns Ant., Apol. Philnl.. eh. 101: CSCO 319, p.64,5-7. 
223. Julian Ha1., in Severns Ant., Apol. philo I. on eh. 101: CSCO 319, p. 64,24-33. 
224. Ibid.; Greek in Draguet, Julien d'Halicamasse, 68*-69* (no. 102). 
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dissonance between the Kata meros pistis and Julian, and in the context 
presented a notable critique both of the Kata meros pistis and also of two 
texts of Athanasius. The theological position of both the Patriarch and 
his opponent can be determined more precisely from this. It is a question 
of the incarnation and the cross in the salvific work of Christ, but also 
of the recognition of the soul of Christ in the Kata meros pistis and in 
Athanasius. Severus concluded from this: even the greatest authorities 
must be subjected to a critique on particular points. Julian too was refer­
red to the gift of discernment. Because he did not employ it, his deduc­
tions from his 'authorities' were not valid.22S 

Notable critique of authorities by Severns 

(1) The position of Christ's death: Sevcru5 say~ with reference to the Kala meros pistis and his 
own teaching: ' ... the completion of the coming [of Christ] and of the oikonomia is according 
to the flesh, the cruci6xion. the death, the re.~urrection and the bodily ascension into heaven' 
(Apol. Phil., ch. 101: CSCO 319, p.65,l0-12). The Patriarch rightfully makes reference to 
the Kala meros pistis (Lietzmann, p. 168,11-12). In this he felt himself one with the 
'Wonderworker' . 

(2) The confession of the soul of Christ: Severns here openly criticizes his witness and concedes 
that in the Kala meros pistis nothing is said about the fact that 'the flesh which the God-Logos 
united to himself was animated by a spiritual soul' (CSCO 319, p. 70. 9-11). Such a reproach 
was Dot easy for him. Openly he stresses that in other teachers too one ought not to accept 
evetythiog without reservation. Even in the holy Scriptures. the pcophets and the evangelists 
one must in CeI'taID details watch critically and gauge them on tbe totality (Ibid., p. 70. 12- 18). 

Even Athiulllsiu$ is here put under the magnifying glass. Although there are some lacunae 
in tbe Syriac manuscripts of t.he Apo/llgi(1 for tire Plli/alellles, it is still dear frOID the context that 
Severos places in opposition to each other two texts or writings from the great Athanasius and 
mUSt emphasize: a serious difference: the Letter to the philosopher Maximus 226 and the Tome 
to the Antiochene~. 227 The Letter to Maximu! is openly critici2ed. cvt:n indeed rejected 'because 

225. On the following see Severus Ant .• Apol. PI,fla/l on ch. 101: CSCO 319. pp. 70.9-71.26. 
Previously Julian W35 reproached because be was said to have neither experience not education 
in the dlvine and patristic teachings (p .69,5-6). On the following see G. Batdy, 'S6v~re 
d' Antiocbe et III critique de, tex~es patri$tiqucs') in Mt!morial Louis Petir = Archives de l'Orient 
Chr~tien 1 (Bucharest. 194~). 15-31; M. Richard, 'Les floril~ges du V· et du VI· sikle'. in 
C/'tJIlwdoll T, 721-48, esp. pp. 733-6; jdC"r U/1, 75-7; CeT 11/1, 66-7. 

226. ALban. Alex., fip. ad Ma:l:lmum (CPG 2100): PG 26, 1085-1089. Syriac: R. W. 
Thomson. Ai/,atlf/sial/a Syriaca n: CSCO 272 (T), 37-41; CSCO 278 (V). 31-34. On tbis see 
M. Tctz, 'Zur Edition cler dogmatischen Schriftc:n des Athanarius von Alexandrien', ZKC 67 
(1955/6) (1-28)/ 18-19. In a recent investigation C. Kannengiesser. 'L'cnigrue de 1:1 leeue au 
Phil050phe Maxime d'AtlJanase d'A1=ndrie', in AAEZANM'INA = Mtl/a"g~s P. C/(IIIIU 
MOlldt!sert (Pam, 1987).261-76. proves that this letter-did not originate from Athanarius himself. 
but repre$enr~ a forgery which is composed in connection with Orol/O ill c. Anal/OS. nos. 26-58, 
considered by Kannengie.ssec to be sPUriOIlS. In particular Ep. ad Max. 3-4 are relnted to rhis 
part. See the tralUlacioll ill KaJmcngiesser, 263-5. 

227. Arban. A1ex .• Tom,1S ad Anl/o,/,., no.7: PG 26. 796A-809B. From this everus cites 
only no. 7: 804139- 14; on the Syriac text see R. W . Thomson: CSCO 272 (T), 35; CSCO 273 
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in it there is no mention of the fact that the Befh [of Christ] il :inimated by 3 hUlIlll.n soul, 
although God has become :I per(ecr human being (with body and soul) and not only [flesh?]' . 
~actuaJly ~hiB lett~r does not sp~k. of the soul of Christ. Severos d~es2~ot tak.e his t~fugc, for 
Instance, \n deI\ymg the autheDtJoty of the letter. He concedes this, but unmedlately sets 
against it another letter, the Tome to the Antiocbenes (S 7), which according to the opinion 
of Scwcrus, speaks of the soul of Christ, although it cannot be proved according to the contell)­
porary posit.ion of research.2a9 

What the Patriarch wants to prove with this reference to Athonasius is this: as he conducts 
himself critically with regard to his authority, so too Juli~n must allow caution to prevail with 
regard to his witnesses. As Athanasiu! corrected bimsel£ with reference to the teaching of the 
soul of Christ, so too 'Gregory the Wonderworker'. Indeed. what Illi confession in the Kata 
meros pislls does not contain is supplied by his confession of f31th composed later: 'Whoever 
explains the body of ChriBt as (body) without soul (d'l'uxov) and without spiritual soul (without 
11014$, dv(!lrwv) and does not confess it as perfect in everything md as one and dle Jame, let 
him be anathema. ,2.J() This reference does not aim at moving Julian to ~cknowledgc the soul 
of Christ. out at his te:lcbing of ap/rrlwrsitl. He docs not have the right to refer for this to Cyril 
of Alexandria and the 'Wonderworker" nor any longer to their interpretation througb SeVCtU5 
in Phi/aletlres (to FlorCyr no. 101 with the apologia) . Just as Athanasius and the 'Wonderworker' 
had corrected them elves concerning me teaching of the soul of Christ, ~o now Severns himself 
wants to retract these incautious statements in the PJrilalethes concerning the time of Christ's 
aphtlwsia. 

This aphtharsia of Christ according to the teaching of Julian must now 
be interpreted as Severus presents it, and then as it was per se historically. 

(V), 28-9. R. Hespel. CSCO 319. p. 70,24-29 with n. 9 did not discern the origin of this text. 
If he had done so it would have been easier for him to recognize also the author of the Ep. 
tid Maxim., because Severus ascribes both texts to the same author. This indication is also missing 
in C. Lash, 'Saint Athanase dans b Ccrits de S6vhe d'Antiochc' , Tillo/Hisl27 (Paris, 1974), 387. 

228 . Cf. Severus Ant .• Apol. Phi/a!., ch.l01: CSCO 319, p.70,15- 29. 
229. In the more recent research the indications tbat the observation of Severus has a sound 

foundation are inCIening: even the genuine Athanasiu! does not have my doctrine of the soul 
of Christ. Also the predicament in which C. Stead still found himself seems to be eliminated. 
Cf. C. Stead, 'The Scriptures lind the Soul of Christ in Athan8sius', VlgC 36 (1982), 233-50. 
III Ps 15,9c- 10 is said to remain the sole cleaT and allegedly decisive te'Xt for the te:lching of 
Christ's soul in Athanasiu!: Kai nora tIt; i}v Ii Il).nlt; t;,t; Uo,PKOt; alitoii 17 dTI dva).tfVlero,l rr}v 
dnotegeiaav V/uxtfv; cf. G. M. Vian, Testl IfleA/1i dd COtMmelllO ai SIlI",i dl Alanasio = 
StudEph'Aug' 14 (Rome, 1978), 21. no. 13. But M.-J . Rondeau, e co",menlaires JIIIlrlstiques 
till PSlllilier (ur -V' si~cles) = OCA 220 (Rome, 1985), 214, n. 593, now shows that the authen­
ticity of the E"(positiolles /11 Pu is to be doubted; she rcfers to G. Dorival, 'Atbanase ou pseudo­
Athanase?', RSLR 16 (1980), 80-9. Witb this falls the last witness which C3n be addllCed for 
the teaching by Athanasius of a s.oul in ClJ.tist. Cf. JaC/" 12, 460-79. On the TomllS ad 
An/ioe/llmos, Ibid., 472-7. 

230. The 'Confession of Gregory the Wonderworker' is found in Greg. Nys!. , De IIlta Gregor. 
TitCIIlm. (CPG 3184); cf. Kahn, Bibllotitek d~r Symbole, p. 283,20-21 (Xl). L. Abramowski is 
against the authenticity of this symbol, 'Das Bekeonmis des Gregor Ih3umaturgtU bei Gregor 
von Nyssa und das Problem seiner Echtheit', ZKG 87 (1976). 145- 66, on this see M. Simonetti, 
'Una nuova ipotesi su Gregorio il Taumaturgo', RSLR 24 (1988), 17-41. 
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3. The teaching on apbtlJarsia of Julian of Halicarnassus as 
judged by Severus of Antioch 

Just as the reciprocal misunderstandings between Chalcedonians and anti­
Chalcedonians had proved to be almost insuperable, so a similar process of 
misinterpretation repeated itself within the anti-Chalcedonian party itself. 

(a) Polarization between Julian and Severns 
We have previously seen that Julian believed that he had only developed 
the formulations of Severus himself and the teaching of trustworthy, 
commonly esteemed witnesses of the past. His critic, however, found 
that this had led to the betrayal of the mystery of the incarnation in 
the sense of Manes. Eutyches and the old docetists. This was the first 
response of the Patriarch to Julian's claim that in the Philalethes he 
(Severus) made concessions to Nestorianism on account of accepting that 
before the resurrection the body of Christ was subject to corruptibility. 
For whoever characterizes the body of the Lord as 'corruptible' considers 
it as not really united to the godhead.2.:l1 Whoever, like Severus. appor­
tions corruptibility and incorruptibility to humanity and divinity respec­
tively introduces the teaching of two natures and two powers 
(energeial).2.:lZ No other remark could infuriate the Patriarch so much as 
the charge of Nestorianism. His fury over this increased when he 
observed that Julian's notion quickly found many supporters. Lesser 
minds were said to have made extracts from this 'sinister book' (the 
Tome) of Julian and in this way carried out propaganda. The whole body 
of the Church was thus in danger. 233 Hence action had to be taken 
quickly and energetically. Correspondingly the reaction was extremely 
hard.234 The result could only be that Julian's opinions were gravely 
distorted. For this reason it is worthwhile tracking down the 'genuine' 
Julian. 

A theological border-crosser 
In poorly marked countrysides it is easy to cross borders. This is the 
situation of both bishops. A plus or a minus point in 'orthodoxy' was 

231. Cf. Severus Ant., Apol. Philal. on ch. 101: CSCO 319, pp. 66,27-67,2; Julian Hal., 
Fragm. 150: Draguet, 77*. 

232. Severus Ant., Adv. Apol. luI., ch. 19: CSCO 302, pp. 245,30-250,32. Cf. Fragm. 147: 
Draguet, 76 *. 

233. Severus Ant., Apol. philal. on ch. 101: CSCO 319, p.71,13-26. 
234. There are three writings of Severus to be mentioned here: 1. Contra Addu. luI. (CSCO 

296); 2. Adv. Apol. luI. (CSCO 302); 3. Apol. philal. (CSCO 319). 
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easily possible there where the decisive point for the unity or the distinc­
tion in Christ remained blurred. Both theologians were fighting for an 
adequate depiction and grounding of the unity in Christ; both professed 
the mia-physis formula; both saw in the Council of Chalcedon the 
triumph of Nestorianism. Before the quarrel between them broke out, 
they saw the unity in Christ under the strong influence of the 
Apollinarian tradition, in the 'one power' (energeia) which, deriving from 
the Logos, moved the humanity of Christ more or less in everything; 
common to them too was the acceptance of the fact that the henosis of 
divinity and humanity must express itself also in the qualities, the condi­
tion of human being, particularly in bodiliness. If the first were the 
inheritance of the mial'hysis teaching of Apollinarius, also mediated by 
Cyril, then the latter was introduced into the discussion particularly by 
Gregory of Nyssa. The teaching about the properties was used in a sense 
that it safeguarded the one hypostasis in Christ, whatever the difference 
of qualities of divinity and humanity might be. However, where was 
the border here? The more the divinization of the humanity was stressed, 
the more the unity seemed to be strengthened - indeed with endanger­
ment to the peculiarity of the humanity of Christ. The stronger, 
however, the unmingledness of the properties was put in relief, all the 
more one appeared to approach the two-natures teaching of Chalcedon 
and thus a christology of separation, especially if these idiomata were 
expressed with words derived from the roots </>Vt:lV, </>val<;. Here lay the 
problem of Julian of Halicamassus. A quotation of Cyril in Severus 
delivered to him the weapons for an attack on the Patriarch.235 

'Even if we say that in regard to the special quality the flesh is of another nature (t!'fllpo4>vlf~) 
than the Logos begotten of the Father, it is still his, however, through the inseparable union .. .' 

The question suggested itself: How can Severus still maintain the mia.physis formula and thus 
the true unity in Christ, if he admits a 'natural otherness' in Christ? Still more sharply runs 
a section of the second letter of Cyril to Succensus in which the body-soul analogy is 
evaluated:236 

'Th.ese elements [that is , body and soul] are different in their kind (STIlPOBIt5ii) and are not 
the same as each other in essence (O/lOOVC11a); admittedly, ooce united they form the one nature 
of the human being . . .' (Then follows the application to the "'in physis in Christ.) 

For Julian this meant: if divinity and humanity in Christ suggest or 
express after the union also a difference of kind or of nature, then two 

235. Cyril Alex., Ad Diodor., Syriac in P. E. Pusey, S.N.P. Gyrilli . .. in D. loannis evangelium 
III (Oxford, 1872), pp.500,6-501,4; Severus Ant., Adv. Apol. lui., ch. 19: CSCO 302, 
pp. 248,27-249,3. 

236. Cyril Alex., Ep. 46 ad Succeruum II: PG 77, 241BC; cited in Severus Ant., Adv. Apol. 
lui., ch.30: CSCO 302, p.275.5-1O. 
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natures and thus two persons are acknowledged. Hence he had to 
demand: as Cyril/Severus apply the 'out of two one' to the physis of 
Christ and thus induce the mia physis, so the same must hold too for 
the properties. Thus if the union brings about the one physis then that 
must be extended to the physical qualities (to the 1tOujtrrr:e~ Kara q,r5O'lv). 
As there ought not to be any otherness of the natures, so also the 
'qualitative otherness' (the tTfJPOq,Ur1<;) must be excluded. Hence the 
unity of Christ is grounded not only in one physis or in the one e"ergeia 
which proceeds from the one physis. but also becomes apparent in the 
qualitative-physical consequences for the united human nature of Christ. 
The adaptation of the qualities of the humanity of Christ to those of 
the godhead continues to remain, as in Gregory of Nyssa, the indispen­
sable means for understanding the one Christ. In contrast to Gregory 
this assumption is intensified in Julian through the Apollinarian mia 
physis! This was expressed in his seventh anathema which Severns has 
passed down to us. 237 

If anyone divides up the oue nature of the human being into what is unbodily lind what 
is in the flesh and says: this (the flesh) is couuptible according to nature, even if it has not 
sinned, the soul in contrast escapes the condemnation to death; (whoever c:ills upon this 
analogy) in order to represent the Lord as '/la/l/rally tOrTUplell' according to the Besll and as 
'i/lcom/pt' according to the spirit (Le. the godhead), introduces by this means a duality of 
the Chruts. the natures, ,lie propertieJ , and the sons: the one is (son) by nature, the other 
only in the applied sense:. (Whoevc te-a.cbe. in thi> way) let him be 3113themn. because he 
struggles against the inC3IlUtC Lord who said of hjrnself he was born of the Father aDd 
possesses everything the Pather possesses (d. In 10,36; 17.10). He goes beyond the divine 
Scriptures. 

Hence there arose for Julian the necessity of presenting a new teaching 
of the relationship of divine and human properties in Christ. He does 
this in regard to both form and content. 

(ij Determinatiotl of norms for the relationship of the properties 
Julian expressed in a dialectical way what he demanded for the reciprocal 
relationship of divine and human qualities in so far as they are revealed 
in the Incarnate One: there ought to be between them only a 'difference 
as non-difference' thus only a Olaq,opa d.oui.q,opo~. 238 

237. Julian Hal.. Anathema septimum, in Dragnet, Fragm. 71, 62*; Severus Ant., Adv. Apol. 
Jill., ch.30: CSCO 302, p.274,13-23. 

238. Severns Ant .• Adv. Apol.lu/ .• eh. 19: CSCO 302, p. 247,6-10. Cf. eh. 21: p. 257.28-34; 
Fmgm. 148 in Dragnet, 76* : npool/"/opevoa TO 61drpopov MllitJ>opov. Por tltis formula there 
are twO Syrlac versIons: (a) T:Ii appcle iJlCufferent L1 difference'; (b) T:Ii appele non-differcnce 
la difference.' The first version would mean: 'The difference in Chrlst is indeed rcal , but can 
be overlooked'; the second in cOlltrast would mean: 'There is no difference at all.' According 
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In your foolishness you have written: with regard to Christ we want to say that the difference 
is Irol1"differfnce. YOlI have an inebriated mind and you mingle divinity and humanity out 
of which the one Chri~t cJCbu, the one person, the one hypostasis, and the one incarnate 
nature of the Logos hlmsd£. 

One will have to concede that this is a bold formulation which can 
leave the door wide open for misunderstandings. Admittedly Julian 
wanted to speak only of the properties in Christ; Severus, however, 
immediately interpreted this with regard to the relationship of divinity 
and humanity in Christ as such, The distinction between both he saw 
repudiated in the new formula, and indeed not only in the concrete 
reality, but also in the theoria, that is, in the abstract consideration of 
both essences 'from which' the one physis arises through the henosis. 
What the Bishop of Halicamassus really meant, he endeavoured to make 
clear in an analogous relationship.239 

See wlut I me-olD with diop/,ortl adiap/roros, the 'non-dlfferent difference'; 'difference' -
somewhat different an:: seeing, hearing, ~melling. tasting and touching. 'Non-different' -
because in aU humnn beings ~re found each of the members and each of the partS j bUI wh~1 
i! formed from them is one nnd is brought together as one tmcrgelil, one pl'ysls activated by 
an unseparnted soul. 

Applied to Christ, the analogy is intended to mean that the unity from 
divinity and humanity is for Julian so much in the foreground that tbe 
difference between both takes second place. The bishop here no doubt 
had in mind the Apollinarian writing Letter to Dionysius. 2~O 

If. however, they do nOL acknowledge the one According to the union, so they ore able lI$ 

well to divide out thc one into mnny and to name many natuIC$ [in him] as indeed the body 
is multiform frOUl bone:;, nerves, sinews. flesh and skin, nails and hili , blood and spirit: 
all of these are different from each other, but it is orlly onc plrysls. sO that also the true godhead 
is one with the body and not divided into two natures. 

As this analogy illustrates, Julian wanted to say nothing other than what 
Severus also meant with his 'one nature from two', Admittedly through 
its formal character the new formula looked oversubtle and seductive. 

lO Draguet. Juli,,, d'HalicarrrllSse. l66-7. the first version is w(ong and poorly attested. Julian 
himself nnd coined the formula: TO olal/lopov dOIQ.,pOPOV, It is intended dialectically and 
expresses the fact that the Ncstorian division is to be followed up to its last detail. eVe:! in eV<;rIIs. 

239. Julian Hal., Frtlgnr . 148: Draguet , 76'; ci ted in Severus AlIt .• Adj}. Apol. Itll .• ab.21: 
CSCO 302, p. 257.28-34. On this R . Drllguet , Julim d'Hnlr'carrrllSse, 166-8. Julian characterizes 
lbe variety of the senses as the d;lIphoTOIJ; but there remains arflaphoTOlr, because aU individual 
senses are integrated into the one acting subject. 

240. Lictzm:mn. 1>p. 257.19- 258,4. Cf. R . Dtaguet. Jullerr d1-lalicArllasse, 168-9. By this 
analogy the ApollinarulO author wanted LO mow that &om the specific distinction between 
hum:mity and divinity in Chri.st one ought not to deduce a distincrion of the natures, According 
to Draguet thi! was also the intention of Juli:1n in Fragm. 148. 
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In an overly harsh way Severns pointed this out and sought for himself 
a support which he carefully avoided naming. It concerns the introduc­
tion of the ousia concept by John the Grammarian of Caesarea to ground 
the formula 'in two natures'. In his Speech against the ungodly Grammarian 
Severus attempted to wrest from him the miracle weapon of the distinc­
tion of ousia and physis. As it now turns out the Patriarch had already 
recognized its effectiveness and thus he could now direct it against Julian. 
Two texts witness to this. 

Thus whcn you call the difference a non-difference, coacsponding to the intention of this 
foolishness, Christ is to be equal in es!enee 10 us according to the divinity and in contrast 
equal in essence to the Pather according to the humanity; Oil dIe other hand. jn your view 
they collstllntly pus over into each other and trall$form themselves, the one into the other! 
The flesh would pass over into the essence (oils/a!) of the Logos himself, and on the other 
side the Word would tr4nsform himself into the essence {ol/.$ia~ of the flesh itself, so that 
we can amuse ourselves with your 'non-different difference, .24 

Thus as the natural state makes the one essence of F2ther and Son visible - the godhead 
of both is one and the same - so too the natural property shows the essence (ollJia) of the 
only-begotten Word as different from the humanity which h.e has united hyposbtically to 
himself and from tlrem (tX qulbllJ) is named one and the SJ1IDe Emmanuel. And you have dared 
to call indeed this so well-founded and established difference a non-difference. in m unsuitable 
manner you have applied the description of the 'non-different difference' to the mingling of 
divinity and humanity . .. And this difference shows itself precisely in the fact that the 
godhead of the only-begotten Logos and the hum2nity which he united to himself submn­
tially are not the same essence (oIlS/a); the one is not the essence of the other; admittedly, 
2ftcr both are united in an inexpressible way they constitute one hypostasis and olle nature 
(pl/flis), that of the Logos himself, but as illcarnate. Dut)'Un bring the non-different difference 
already into the discussioo for the elements from Ullric/r the unity (the one, the uoited) (results) 
md you fling yourself into the mire of the mingling.242 

Thus Severus deduced from the incriminating expression 'non-different 
difference' that Julian no longer distinguished between divinity and 
humanity in Christ according to the theoria. Even before the intellectual 
operation of the ex qHibus the difference between the two ousiai is aban­
doned. Thus this formula itself became superfluous for Julian. For 
Severus he would profess real monophysitism. Hence what the Patriarch 
did not want to admit in his controversy with the Grammarian of 
Caesarea was now tacitly accepted: in spite of the one physis in Christ 
one has in theoria to distinguish the two ousiai, the two abstract 
essences.243 Because Julian, too, allegedly sacrificed this distinction in 

241. Cf. Severos Ant., Ad". Apol. lui., eh. 19: CSCO 302, p.247,10-18. 
242. Ibid. , ch.21: pp.256,27-257,21. 
243. According to Severus Aut., Adll. Apol.llll .. en. 22: CSCO 302, p. 260,1-17, Juliao also 

adduced Theodotus of Aneyra for his 'ooo-different diHereDce', 3S if the latter had also denied 
the intellectual distinction of divinity and huounity in Christ. Severos deolares, however, that 
Thcodotus wanted to make the misuse of this intellectual distinction impossible ooly for the 
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his ingenious formula, the last possibility of avoiding the synchysis, the 
mingling, in his christology, was surrended. In this manner of reasoning 
Julian has certainly been done an injustice. In no way did he claim that 
the two ousiai, divinity and humanity, are the same in Christ; he sought 
their identity not on the abstract level, but on the level of the concrete, 
there where also, according to Severus, the unity is realized: in the one 
physis. His paradigm, which we have already quoted, of the differences 
of the senses and their identity in the one human being, signified this. 
Admittedly the analogy was not correctly carried through; it was not 
even in general convincing. He simply spoke according to the 
Apollinarian Epistula ad Dionysium (cf. n.240 above). Julian remained, 
like this letter, at the level of considering the concrete physis, while 
Severus lets the distinction be based on the abstract ousia, the unity on 
the concrete physis. The Grammarian of Caesarea was able to have the 
last laugh. 

(ii) The teaching of the properties of Christ's body in terms of content 
What does Julian's teaching about the idiomata of Christ's body contain? 
The bishop offers us no systematic enumeration of all the properties 
which are particular to the flesh of Christ. 

Phthora and aphtharsia as chriswlogical themes in Julian 

In the centre of the discussion between the two bishops stood the ques~ 
tion of the uncorruptedness, or the incorruptibility, the ap],tllarsia of 
Christ's body before Easter, or vice versa, of its corruptedness, or corrup­
tibility, pl7thora. This problem was critical for the Chalccdonians as well 
as for the anti-Chalcedonians. The restoration of the aphtharsia of 
humankind as motive for the incarnation and as fruit of Christ's death 
had already fascinated Athanasius. But for him it was clear that only in 

Nestod:1llS. He claimR that tbe right understanding and correct application of this distinction 
was h~d only by the defenders of the lIIia.physis formub by their confessing 'that this one being 
is not divided "through the tbought and consideration of the intellect" '. This is true even 'if 
they show that the difference of the quality (fJoiows) :lnd the unlikeness of the c~sencc (owsifl) 
remain present in rcdprocal relationship for the elements which come together ill the inexpressi­
ble union' (CSCO 302, pp. 260.18- 261.1 with 3 ciUlion from Theodol. Ancyr., HOIII. J i" die 
1101111.: PO 77. 1361C). He says that among the advocates of the tWO-n:lturc~ teaching, in CODU35t, 
eveD stresJiug the 'plucly intellectual distinction' (ibid .• p . 260.14- 15) does not lead to the 
avoidance of a separation into 'two'. For Severus it iJ n question of laking away from lhe bishop 
of Halicam~ssu$ every 3rgurnenl from the Pathers for his 'non-different difference' (CSCO 302, 
pp. 261,4-262,2). Thus here once again be also concedes the difference: of the tWO eSSOOCt$ (oulillr) 
in Christ. This is also the case ill his letter to the Presbyter and Archimandrite Jllisha from the 
years 519-521(?) in PO 12, no. XXXIV, 273-4 with reference to Theodotus of Ancyra. 
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the resurrection did Christ enjoy the aphtharsia of the body. 244 Cyril of 
Alexandria taught nothing different.245 This teaching only became the 
key theme of a christological controversy through Julian. What did he 
understand by it? 

(1) Phthora without reference to sin: in general Julian could describe 
as corruptedness any change, even in a healthy substance. As an example 
of this is the removal of the rib from the side of the sleeping Adam; 
here there is only a c5laq,(Jopa or a phthora of a lesser degree which was 
rather an 'alteration' (dUofwa,~) than an injury of Adam's 'perfect 
nature'. Even a diminution (tAaT'rWUl~), or indeed even an illness 
(voaot;) can be included in the concept on the sole condition that there 
is no reference to sin (djJapTfa).?A6 No doubt Julian took over the word 
diapltthora from Psalm 16,10 (LXX 15,10) by way of Acts 2,31. 
not without interpreting it in his own way. Diaphthora was for him the 
lowest degree of p],t],ora and its activity. If Christ was already freed from 
this lowest level, then a fortiori he was freed from every more intensive 
form. 247 

Julian starts with the compound words diaphthora and kalaphthora (= phthora + dia or kala) in 
order to indicate the different level of the activity of phthora in nature and in human beings. 

DiDp/l/llora is the passage to pill/rora proper. Julian speaks in this way in Frllgment 8 where 
be refers to profane authors. In contrast p/r/llorll is already used of stronger power of activity 
(Prag. 51). According to R. Draguet, M. Jugie, in his article 'Gaianite (controveue), in DTC 
6, col. 1003, wrongfully claims that Julian understands bydJap/l/hDr<I the complete decomposition 
of the body. He presupposes II false reading, following Mai, Splell. Rom. X, p. I, 192. Cf. 
Draguet, Julie" d'Hlllicarnasse, 104, n.7. - The highest level of plrtlrora is kOlaplrtlrora. 

(2) Phthora with reference to sin (hamartia): it is especially in the 
christological context that Julian speaks of this connection. If one assumes 
this content for phthora and claims that the body of Christ is corrupt (cor­
ruptible), this would amount to saying that Christ is under sin .248 This 
is to be unconditionally rejected (cf. Heb 4,15, together with 2,15). 

244. On the prior history of the teaching of incorruptibility (Ilphtharsia) cf. Y. de Andia, Homo 
vivens. IlICorruptibilite et divinisation de I'homme selon Irenee de Lyon = Etudes Augustiniennes (Paris, 
1986); cf. Athan. Alex., De incarn. 7,5: PG 25, 109A. It was the task of the God-Logos to lead 
what was corrupted again to incorruptibility; cf. Ep. ad Serap. 2,1: PG 26, 609A. In Christ aphthar. 
sia occurred first with the resurrection: Athan. Alex., De incarn. 20,2: PG 25, 132A. 

245. Severns Ant., Adv. Apol. luI., ch. 6: CSCO 302, pp. 177,25-178,15. It is fundamentally 
contested whether Julian can have recourse to Cyril for his ideas. 

246. Cf. Draguet, Julien d'Halicarnasse, 100-7. 
247. Cf. ibid., 104. Severns Ant., Crit. Tom.: CSCO 245, pp. 45,32-48,6. 
248. Cf. Draguet, Julien d'HalicortfQSse, 134-5. 
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Consequently the whole earthly life, the pre-Easter Jesus too, is com­
pletely free from corruption that otherwise defiles all human beings. 249 

(iii) Terminological clarification 

Wben Julian W~$ the grO\1p of words plllirarlos. aphtlrartos, plrt/tama, apltllrarsia, he means nOt 
so Dlllch a potential disposition for 3n aotual property, but already the ~cmal state. Hence they 
ue not to be tramlated as: corruptible, corruptibility. incorruptible, incorruptibility, but as: 
corrupted. corruptedness, unco(rUpt, WJcorruptedn~s. This holds both for the llIonl order (con. 
cupiscence. sin·holiness) and also for the physical domain (sicknC$s, death, purrefac~on in tbe 
grave).250 While in the normal linguistic usage of the Patbers it wa~ narunl to consider, for 
example, aphtJ,arsia and pathos a~ mUlu:illy exclwive, contta:ry poles (of purely pbysical natllre), 
In Juliao's writings aplrtltarsia and patlro., (de~th included) go together, because he includes 3 com­
pletcly new way of looking at things in his considera.tion. No human-earthly experience, such 
3S hunger, grief, sickneu nnd even death, is subsumed under his concept of phtllllr3ia, in so far 
as all of these experiences have been endured in freedom and authority and not out of unavoidable 
necessity. Por him phtharsia is present with the necessity, coming with sin, of the acceptance 
of these by fallen human beings. Now if Christ is charactel'iud by Julian a~ aphtltarlos, dum 
this means that he is not subjected to any such necessity, coming from sin, of suffering physit:al 
or psychic states, especially death. Rather he is free ~nd has full control over tLe conditions of 
his humanity. 

Ph,/,anos thus means the one who is subjected to corruptednes~ by natural necessity and indeed 
becaule he is in sin and conceived out of concupiscence. Such a plltJ,arsill is not in Christ. 

The aplllhars{a of Christ also includes the morally neutral passions which are 'without blame', 
that is, the naB" dDlap;'Tlra. On account of these Cbrist cannot bo called phtltartO.l. 

That Julian supports tha~ terminology follows from some texts handed down by Severus: 

(1) III your speech against those who characterize Christ as impassible in the flesh you 
have written and formulated as absolute decree: in no way ought one to call suffering 
corruptedness (com/plio), because togetber with the holy Scriptures also the profane sages 
themselves would support you.251 

(2) He Uulian] in fact has thoughtlessly written in accordance with the notions of his mind 
that pllssions (palhe) are not to be termed corruptedness (phthora) apart from those which 
come fror;n evil. thus the perverse ones (i.e., the nd611 oldP).Trra]; to the others, however, 
which are not against virtue, but are without blame (d6IdP;",.ra), such as hunger, thirst 
and wounds which frequently afflict us [and indeed as necessarily accepted passions], one 

249. See Julian Hal., Fragm. 17: Draguet, 49*: (Severus] 'Por you have written: "If the word 
of Cyril, who dwells amoog the saints, is valid: After the resurrection our Lord had further 
(/olpolI) :m incorruptible body, then they accept that before the resurrection he was corruptible; 
and they should also say that he was in sill".' Cf. Cyril Alex., Ep. ad Succensum I: PG 77, 236B. 
Here also belongs the seventh anathema of Julian already cited above (Draguet, Fragm. 71,62*). 

250. Cf. Draguet,ju,/lell d'HalicamllS.!e, 106, with reference to G. Kruger, art. 'Julian v. H.', 
in PRE IX, 607. 

251. Severus Ant., Crit. Tom.: CSCO 245, p. 133,11-16. In this way Severus transmits the 
following words of Julian: 'Where [in the scriptures] the passions are not characterized as cor­
ruptedness, as they are also not among the profane sages.' Cf. Draguet, op. cit., 49", Fragm. 18. 
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ought in no way to give the name phthora [in Christ). And he appears to have supported this 
in his entire incriminated work. 252 

This terminology is to be noted if one is not to do Julian an injustice. 
Because in his writings the concept of phthora means only that cor­
ruptedness which is necessarily imposed upon human beings as a conse­
quence of sin, it must be excluded from Christ. This form of the concept 
phthora - with its positive side, aphtharsia - has the advantage that the 
christological teaching about the proprieties or properties is raised above 
a purely physical teaching of divinization, through reference to the 
freedom with which the Logos disposes of his human nature. That with 
this conception, however, the right positioning of 'freedom' in Christ 
has not been given, must still be discussed in particular. With this insuf­
ficiency Julian admittedly does not stand alone. Here Severus is in the 
same predicament, and with him most of the Fathers. With this topic 
we touch on the lacuna in the christological anthropology at that period, 
as we shall encounter it time and time again. Nevertheless, through his 
teaching of phtharsia-aphtharsia we are with Julian in the domain of this 
anthropology and, in connection with it, referred to that of the teaching 
about the original state (protology). Thus we come to the wider ordering 
of Julian's conceptions of corruptedness or incorruptedness. 

(iv) The anthropological-protological framework of Julian's teaching on 
aphtharsia 
Julian's critique of Severus was certainly motivated by an anti-Nestorian 
attitude, on the basis of which he had discovered gaps in the interpreta­
tion of Christ's unity even in the most decided opponent of Chalcedon: 
whoever so divides up the physical properties in Christ, as Severus does, 
divides Christ himself into two natures, no differently from Leo and 
Chalcedon. Really Julian could have been satisfied with a linguistic cor­
rection of Cyril and Severus, for example, with regard to ceasing to 
describe the divine and human properties as 'different by nature' 
(irepoq,vtf~) or as other by essence (irepoor5(Jlo~, i.e., of another 
essence!). But a purely terminological abstinence did not satisfy him. For 
this reason he presented a positive teaching about the properties which 

252. Severos Ant., C. Addit. lui., chs 13-23: CSCO 296, p. 25,23-30. Julian is said to have 
gathered 'witnesses' for his 'abominable opinion' only through citations from Scripture and the 
Fathers which are incomplete and tom from the context (ibid., pp. 25,30-26,2). Julian had refer­
red particularly to Basil, Ep. ad Sozopolil4l1os: PG 32, 972B, where the distinction is made between 
'physical passions' (ndfJ" I/>vulKti) and 'passions from wickedness' (nd{}f7 dno KaK(al;). Julian 
excludes the 'physical passions' from the designation phthora. He declines to designate these pas­
sions in Christ and only in Christ as phthora. Christ is not subjected to them by necessity. 
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was conceived in the historical framework of the economy of salvation, 
particularly with regard to the original state of humankind, original sin, 
and the restoration of the original condition through Christ. 

According to Julian, the human body created by God was not subject to corruptedness before 
the fall. In the original condition this had no place in the nature, in the physis of the human 
being. Only after the fall was it in the nature, but it was still not rpI)U/KtiJl;, i.e., corresponding 
to nature. It has come to it from outside, and it is opposed to nature, napa rpvu/v. Under phthora 
must thus be understood an alteration of what existed in human beings corresponding to their 
nature (Kara rpvu/v). 'On account of sin the corruptedness has come over us after the transgres­
sion; our nature is earthly and on account of Adam's transgression is wholly subject to corruption' 
(Prag.44 and 1(0). Expressions of this kind are frequent in Julian. They confirm a fact which 
is principal in his eyes: the introduction of a new order into creation, that is, a new oikonomia, 
as against nature. On the basis of this new order Julian judges what has occurred with human 
beings. 

In sinning Adam harmed not only himself. The nature which Adam should have transmitted 
to his sons is now touched by this corruptedness, so that the individual will be wholly penetrated, 
body and soul (Prag. 124). The phthora swamps the whole course of the human race and of 
individual lives. It dominates conception (Prag. 23, 24, 41) and death (Frag. 7,12 for both); it 
holds sway over human beings for the whole time which stretches from the beginning to the 
end of their existence (Frag. 11, 12); it only ends in the grave (Frag. 115, 126). To be noted 
in particular is that Julian docs not characterize the body before sin and without sin as 'corrupted', 
even according to its natural constitution. There must first be an alteration 'according to nature' 
for human beings to be subjected to phtharsia. But when Julian speaks here of physis, this word 
has a twofold use in the framework of his protology: 

(1) he speaks of physis in human beings before sin; 
(2) and of physis in human beings after sin. 

These divergent ways oflooking at things remove an apparent contradiction in Julian's statements 
about phthora. On one occasion he can emphasize that corruptedness, suffering and death do 
not correspond to nature: this holds for nature in the original state, before sin. But then on 
another occasion he can characterize phthora as 'natural'. This holds for the state of physis 
after sin. 

This 'naturalness' in the second sense acquires even a special intensity: it means not only that 
the suffering and death of human beings correspond to their constitution after the fall, but that 
they have intrinsically the character of 'necessity'. Because Adam's sin sullied human nature, so 
to say as peccatum naturae,253 the punishment falls on the nature and strikes everyone who shares 
in it by virtue of descent from Adam. This means the decision to be subjected to corruptedness 
and death, or not to be subjected, is taken from the descendants of Adam. 

Christ the new Adam and the corruptedness of human beings 

How does Julian bring the facts of the life and dying of the earthly Jesus 
into the compass of his terminology? What is ¢1)(1IK6~, physical, in 

253. On peccatum naturae see Draguet, Julien d'Haliearnasse, 124-7. M. Jugie, Julien d'Haliear· 
nasse et Severe d'Antioehe. La doctrine du piche originel chez les Peres Grees, Extrait des 'Eehos d'Orient' 
(Paris, 1925), in particular polemicized against this expression. With regard to the terminology 
of Patriarch Severus: for him phthartos, corruptible, is to be understood as materially, substantially 
corrupted. It is interchangeable with pathetos, passible, subjected to suffering; thnetos, mortal, 
subjected to death. Whoever is subjected to corruption is also a possible subject for suffering 
and death. 
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him? How do dq,(JapTo(;, uncorrupted, and yet also 1la(Jl1To~ and 
(Jvl1TO~, passible and mortal, go together? Julian avoids the absolute and 
unrestricted statement: Christ has suffered q,VC11KW~. He permits this 
statement only when there is added: tKOVC1((J)~, from free decision, or 
better: in freedom and authority. Thus he confesses that Christ truly, 
and in this sense also physically, suffered, but in complete disposition 
over himself, over his humanity, and was in no way subjected to a 
natural necessity of suffering and death. In this sense he also states the 
aphtharsia, the uncorruptedness, of Christ's body.254 This interpretation 
of the suffering and dying of Christ he combines with the word 
1la(Jl1T1KoV and its use. Let us leave it at first untranslated. He expresses 
himself on this topic in the context of the question, to what extent 
Christ's body is the same as ours in essence (homoousios). Severus had 
accused him of denying this. In reply he says:255 

We, we use the expression 'the same as us in essence' (0110000/0<; Iflllv) not, for instance, 
on account of the fact that (he had suffered) like any normal passible being [i.e., necessarily 
subject to suffering] (lCaTa TO na8"TIICOV), but on account of the fact that he is of the same 
nature (4)t5UIC;) [as us]. 

Julian means that he restricts the concept of homoousios to the ousia, 
the essence of Christ, but he does not relate it to what is meant by 
pathetikon. This word does not denote passibilitas, passibility, as such. 
Were this meaning connected with it, the result would be a denial of 
Christ's passibility and the reality of his suffering - which Severus 
indeed presupposes. Pathetikotl denotes only a special circumstance in suf­
fering or the kind of suffering, as this belongs namely only to the 
7CaOl1rlKo~ q,(Japro~. the sufferer in Adamitic corruptedness. This 
circumstance is nothing other than the necessity with which the corrupted 
human being is subjected to suffering and death. It is the calamity of 
suffering and death! This post-Adamitic 'dereliction' is so important for 
Julian that on account of its absence in Christ the predicate 'corrupted', 
phthartos, also can no longer be applied to him. If our suffering and dying 
is necessarily present with the possession of the Adamitic nature, then 
this does not hold for Christ, even though in fact he took upon himself 
suffering and death. For this reason he is continuously aphthartos, un­
corrupted, from the incarnation, or from the very first moment of his 
earthly existence. 

254. Cf. Fragm. 133: Draguet, 74". If Christ had been subjected to suffering and death out 
of necessity, he would have brought us no redemption. 

255. Severus Ant., C. Addu. lui., ch. 26: CSCO 296, p. 69,18-21. The text is found often, 
at times in differing lengths: ch. 26, p. 68,8-15; ch. 29, p. 81,25-28; ch. 31, p. 89,4-7; ch. 36, 
p. 111,20-23; ch.4O, pp. 128,35-129,1. 
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(v) The free decision to suffer and to die 
This Julianist conception of Christ's power to have at his disposal the 
destiny of his assumed body must still be presented in more detail, in 
its origin and range. Here once again Julian had recourse to the fourth 
century, to its christology '&om above', to its teaching of divinization, 
and above all to the idea that the humanity of Christ in the course of 
its earthly existence was at the constant disposition of the Logos. 
Gregory of Nyssa had sketched this picture of Christ to establish the 
unity in the Incarnate One, despite all distinction of God and human 
being.:I56 Although Christ as a human being keeps his true human 
ousia, this is not simply the case, however. with his earthly characteristics 
and properties. Divine idiomata. such as wisdom. power, holiness and 
then, what Julian provides with a special accent, superiority to suffering, 
take the place in Christ of human limitation. They tie the human ousia 
so definitely to the Logos-subject that the hypostasis is one.257 Gregory 
himself now gives a pointer which particularly approaches the notions 
of Julian. In the fourth speech on the beatitudes, we read;258 

He [Christl, who has shared everything with us, sin excluded (cf. Heb 4,15; 2,15) and had 
in common with us the same emotions (affects, na61fIJara), did not coruider hunger a5 sin. 
nor did he refuse to experience the suffering associated with it; rather he accepted the drive 
of nature to desire nourWunent. After he h.ad fasted for forty days be hungered (cf. Mt 4,2): 
he gave then the [bodily] nature the opportunity to do its own thillg when he wanted. 

That the Logos must first create the kairos for the assumed human 
nature in order for it to be able to show and to exercise the properties 
and functions properly its own, is the suggestion that Julian takes over 
&om Gregory of Nyssa. In this there really exists no great difference 
between himself and Severus. The Patriarch certainly considers corrup­
tibility. mortality and continuous passibility as physical qualities in 
Christ. In him they signify no relation to sin and are accordingly 
'blameless passions' (ncfO'1 dOlcf{3).'1ra) which do not detract from the 
honour of God. Nevertheless Severus also supports the idea of the 'divine 
permission to suffer' which the Logos gives to his human nature.259 

256. Cf. jdChr 13
, 539-47; CCT 12, 37~7. 

257. Cf. ibid., esp.546; 376f. respectively. 
258. Greg. Nyss., De beatit. or. IV (CPG 3161): PG 44, 1237A: lt5cJJ1ce ydp I5re tpovlero 

rfl </IveTel Kalpov Td iaurr,c; tvepyr,eTal. cf. Greg. Nyss., Ad Theoph. adv. Apoll.: Jaeger-Mueller, 
IIlll, 128; PG 45, 1277B. 

259. cr. Severus Ant., C. Add/,. [III., ch. 26; CSCO 296, p. 68,2~22, where be says of the 
Logos: 'and be suffered like liS with tile exception of any sin. and (this), without it escaping 
their [i.e. he refers to the teachers of the Church] notice that he voluntarily took this UpO\1 

himself by Ililow/rlg the fles'h to behave according to the laws of its nature ... ' But Severus 
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Without detracting from its honour, the godhead thus surrenders the 
assumed humanity to phtharsia, to corruptedness. 

Julian admittedly fixes this dependence of the human-natural functions 
in Christ on the Logos so strongly that for that very reason the predicate 
aphtharsia is due to the earthly Jesus uninterruptedly right from his birth 
to his death.26O In this way he has departed from the linguistic usage 
that had been common before him. He demands for the allocation of 
the predicate phthartos a negative omen which all human beings have, 
Christ alone excepted: namely the na8'rmcov, the subjection to suffering 
caused by sin, although otherwise none of the natural qualities is 
changed. Whatever is capable of material dissolution also remains 
dissolvable in Christ; what is mortal remains mortal and in fact dies. 
But because all this happens from the free disposition of the Logos-physis, 
the aphtharsia is guaranteed in Christ without restriction. 261 

Severus too in his way has connected two things: actual physical suffer­
ings and the voluntary nature of their acceptance by the Logos. An 
unambiguous text will make this clear to us. In it he speaks of emulating 
the passible Jesus as the way to life.262 

concludes: on account of the word 'voluntarily' the Pathers did not deny the fact that Christ 
suffered in the same way as we do (ibid., 11. 23-4). In the important letter to the Comes 
Oecumenius about the 'qualities and activities' Severus quotes similar-sounding words of Cyril, 
which B. W. Brooks could not verify: 'Por, though it is said that he hungered and thirsted, 
nnd slept and grew weary after a journey, and wept and feared, these things did not happen 
to him just as they do to us in accordance with compulsory ordinances of nature; but he himself 
voluntarily pennitted his flesh to walk according to tbe laws of nature, for he sometimes allowed 
it even to un<icrgo its own passions.' See PO 12, 184-185. 

260. Cf. Julian Hal., f'ragrtr. 16: Drngl.lct, 49' from Severus Ant .• Cril, Tom. : CSCO 245, 
p.37,18-20: UuJian] : 'How should one IIOt believe that the uncouuptedness continuously 
affected the p3ssible body of our Lord, even where he voluntarily suffered for others?' 

261. Completely in the spirit of .Patriarch Severns. Paul of Antioch in his synodal letter to 
Theodore of Alexandria in 575 again establishes this. Cf. CSCO 103. pp. 228.36-230.25. He 
develops an extensive phenomenology of the earthly Jesus in order to refute the heresy of Julian. 
who he claims was in the succession of Marcion. Valentinus. even of Manes and Eutyches. and 
accepted 'that Christ really bore none of the passions. but that the mystery of Christ was a 
deception' (p. 229,29-30). Paul of Antioch says agains! Julian: 'He has J;1ot assumed a passionleS$ 
nnd naturally immortal body, as according to your babble Adam had before the transgression' 
(p. 229,32-34). Paul emphasizes explicitly that the surus of the pJ,thlirsla coincides with passibility 
and mortality: '1Iaqul'. quia 1It1/IIM ptWiblle e l mOrlalt. el in "OC Stl/SII Imllllnl ellam comrplibile. corpus 
ilI/llI/illl"I/ tt salle/isS/ilium asslltttps/l VerbulII DeliS .. .' (p.23O.7- 9). One can, however. 
demonstrate that JuJi~n him.~elf did not approach the teaching of Eutyches. He did Dot deny 
the consubstantiality of Christ with us. Zacharias Rhetor ascribes this error to John the Rhetori­
cian. about whom we have no further information. Cf. HE lll, 10: Brooks I. CSCO 87. 
p. 112.20-29, where also the proximity to Apollinarius is presented. 

262. Severns Ant., Adv. ApoL 1111 .• eh. 6: CSCO 302, p. 175,9- 18. In lIddition Severus cites 
a passage &omJohn Chrysostom. Hom . 67: PO 59, 462, in which this vol.untarlness is also stressed. 
He could auo have named the Latin Hilary of Poitiers. Cf. jdC", 13

, 584-8; CCT 12. 396-400. 
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For this purpose he [Christ] accepted natural and necessary passions; in doing this he revealed 
in contrast to this necessity the voluntary character [of this acceptance of passions] as fruit of 
an entirely divine munificence. Precisely at the height of this necessity (Hespel: au sein de us 
nicessitis) the divine· voluntary character manifested itself; for he ordered, as God, who he was, 
that the natural needs come into effect in his body. Thus it was every time, if he wanted 
it to be so, and not otherwise, that the passions (na8,,) of sleep, of hunger and of fear or 
of any other blameless emotion, of which the Gospel speaks, made themselves known (in 
him). 

The teaching of the dependence of Christ's humanity on the Logos 
for the actualization of the 'blameless passions' persisted among the 
Severans, admittedly with the same restrictions that Severus himself had 
made. The long synodal letter of the Severan Patriarch, Paul of Antioch 
(564-577), to Theodore of Alexandria from the year 575 illustrates this. 
With regard to Julian of Halicarnassus the pre-Easter and post-Easter 
Christ is presented in the following way. 263 

Previously [before the resurrection] he took, as necessity occasioned him, food as we do too; 
however, with the difference: he himself allowed his body, when he wanted it, to experience 
the natural blameless passions (na8,,); he was Lord of this nature itself. Now [after the resur­
rection] exclusively, to establish the resurrection he showed the marks of the wounds and 
gave other signs for this. They were namely not to believe that he appeared to them in a 
body other than in that which he had taken hom Mary and hypostatically united to himself, 
admittedly now elevated into the state of incorruptibility. 

(b) A concluding consideration of the dispute between Severns and Julian 
When Severus reproached his opponent Julian with the statement that 
he professed Manes and Eutyches, this is apologetic exaggeration and 
against historical truth. The analysis of the conceptual language of the 
bishop has shown us that the difference between him and Severus was 
in the first place terminological. What Julian understood by the aphthar­
sia, the uncorruptedness, of the body of Christ did not mean the aboli­
tion of the human reality of Christ, but rather a prerogative of Jesus, 
the new Adam. Because he is elevated above sin and stands above the 
punishment of corruption of the post-Adamitic human race, he is not 
subjected to its unavoidable necessity, but by the free decision of the 
divine Logos in him has taken upon himself body, suffering and death. 
On this basis both bishops could have met. Severus, however, steered 
the interpretation of his opponent's christology on to a false track. The 
majority of the theologians at that time followed him. 264 But not a few 
of the supporters of the bishop of Halicarnassus also pointed in the wrong 

263. Paulus Ant., Ep. synod. ad Theodor. patr. Alex.: CSCO 103, p.230,17-25. 
264. See Draguet, Julien d'Halicarnasse, ch. VII: La doctrine de Julien et la tradition, 216-56. 

The post-Severan altercation with Julian is here presented at the appropriate place. 
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direction, so that the reproaches raised against him could more and more 
appear to be justified. We will observe attentively the traces of this 
Julianism in the different ecclesiastical regions. This development cer­
tainly finds some early signs in Julian himself. We will attempt to record 
here these one-sided elements in order to reach by this means a con­
cluding judgement about his picture of Christ. 

(i) A constructional error in the system 
The decision of Julian with regard to terminology signified a trend 
towards a christology of divinization. Even to characterize the earthly, 
pre-Easter Jesus as 'uncorrupted' was highly misleading for all those who 
followed the customary ecclesiastical use of language. The notion 
of a transfiguration of Christ's body as a permanent state was bound to 
occur to each of them, even though Julian was not of this opinion. But 
the misunderstanding lay deeper. It affected all anti-Chalcedonian 
theologians, more or less. For in refusing to distinguish conceptually 
between physis (nature) and hypostasis (hypostasis, person, subject), they 
remained on the level of pre-Chalcedonian unclarity which was the root 
of all misunderstandings: they attempted to construct a theory of the 
unity in Christ &om the concept of nature and on the level of nature. 
This means that they sought to arrive at the substantiality of the connec­
tion of divinity and humanity by way of a natural adaptation, by way 
of the divinization of the human in Christ. Chalcedon chose to go the 
new way - to construct the unity in Christ &om the analysis of the 
subject, but on the basis of the distinction between the concepts of nature 
and ousia. The old-Orientals wanted to demarcate unity and difference 
with the same intensity, but both on the level of physis, of nature (in 
natura et secundum naturam). In this way there resulted an uncertain 
oscillation regarding the demarcation of the extent of the influence which 
must devolve upon the humanity of Christ &om the Logos as the mia 
physis in order to ensure the unity. We have stressed the role of the mia 
energeia in the picture of Christ presented by the supporters of the 
mia-physis formula. In addition to this came the trend to show the one 
image of Christ, the incarnate Logos, through a christological doctrine 
of properties. We have seen how Julian here believed it necessary to close 
certain dangerous gaps in Severus' picture of Christ; we have also seen 
why the Patriarch wanted to divert his opponent &om the doctrine of 
properties and to refer to the emphasis on the one energeia. 

It follows &om this that the misunderstanding between the two 
bishops derived &om the unsolved dilemma of the mia-physis 
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christology.265 If the two of them sought both unity as well as dif­
ference in Christ on the level of nature, then it could only be a question 
of a reciprocal shifting of boundary stones, here to add more to the 
revelation of the doxa, there a reservation to lessen the divinization -
both needed divinizing properties and constant influence from above. 
This failure in construction is more clearly obvious in Julian than in 
Severus. Some texts and citations which we still want to adduce show 
this, as also does the value which Julian gave to the virgin birth of Christ 
from Mary. 

Fragment 63: 'The flesh [of Christ] did not first of all exist (for itself), but at the same time 
that it came to exist the nature of the Logos subsisted in it through the union with the Logos, 
and for that reason it transcends the physical laws. ,266 

A quotation: Julian cites with assent the statement of an otherwise unknown Alexandrian 
rhetorician called John, a contemporary of Peter the Iberian: 'Everything of Christ proceeds in 
a manner which transcends our nature. ,267 

To illustrate this statement Julian refers In the ant place to the virginal conception in 
Mary.268 It is a conception without rnixis and thus without concupiscence (cf. Frag. 48 together 
with Frag. 7, 11, 24). The whole earthly life of Jesus, however, is seen in a certain state of 
exception which extends to everything (prag. 12), even to suffering and death (Erag. 126. 127). 
and even to the grave. In all this Christ certainly remains It true human being (dv8pw1I:oC; 
dl"er1c;) , but not a nQrmal hllman b:ing (4v8pw1roC; Ko/var;). For he is not subjected to the 
normal conditions of human existence. That does not mean that Julian personally came close 
to the teaching of Butyches, viz. that Christ's body is not the same as O\I[S ill essence (/,OIIIOO/lrioS), 
but onk Mary's is. Zacharias Rhetor ascribes this error to John the Rhetorician just men­
tioned. ? Nevertheless the door to dilDgcrous speculations was opened, as the later 
developments will show. Julian himself bad seen Christ's exception In the ·fact that he, who 
in no way stood in relationship to sin, could freely determine whether his bodiliness should be 
exposed to earthly needs and passions and death or not. It was for all that an uncorruptedness 
anchored in the spiritual. The temptation was great to see the qualities of the bodily itself also 
altered in Christ and even in Mary, as an Ethiopic text will show us later. Dualistic influences 
which devalued the bodily and the sexual had been active since the time of Marcion and Manes, 
and were very highly explosive for christology. A misleading terminology in the teaching of 
aphtharsia could easily put one on the wrong path. . 

(ii) The understanding of the virginal birth of Jesus 
Severus expressed the suspicion that from false motives Julian, with 
Eutyches and Manes, stressed too strongly birth from the Virgin and, 

265. Even if, following Lebon and others, we glCilD from the lflia.physls christology of the 
3nti-Chalcedonians of SeverilD stamp the universal ecclesial understanding of the incarnation of 
God in ChrL~t, it is still an odd formula with its historical baggage, which h~B time and again 
been a source of false interpretations that on each occasion bave provoked controversies. Julian 
of Halicarnassus and Sergius (see below) are proo(\ of this. 

266. Cf. Draguet, Julie" d'Halieamasse , 60· . 
267. Ibid., 68", Fragm . 100; d. Zacharias Rh., HE m, 10: Brooks r, CSCO 87, 112-113. 
268. Effects of Julian's or the Julianists' christology on mariology will be noted in the course 

of the presentation. 
269. Zacharias Rh., HE III, 10 (above n. 267). 
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in general, unjustifiably accorded priority to the event of Christ's birth 
over his death on the cross. Severus maintained that in this way Julian 
wanted to deny the pas sible mortal character of Christ's body, for which 
purpose he also called upon the evangelical reports of the miracles of 
Jesus. 270 The Patriarch assumed that Julian attributed a preternatural 
quality to the flesh of Christ on account of the birth from the Virgin, 
like the type of body which Adam had before the fall. But in fact, accor­
ding to the Patriarch, the birth from the Virgin and the Holy Spirit did 
not abolish the consubstantiality of Christ's body with us, nor the 
possibility of taking on oneself the 'blameless passions'. Moreover, it 
ought not to be understood as a condemnation of marriage and of marital 
intercourse between husband and wife. It is rather a reference to our 
baptism out of water and the Holy Spirit which brings us new birth 
and the pledge of resurrection. The incarnation of Christ has brought 
us this.271 According to Julian, stated Severus, marriage and sexual 
intercourse are a corruptedness, phtharsia, on account of which he 
demanded a different type of birth and a spiritualizing of Christ's flesh. 
Hence the body of Christ has a 'superior condition' (condition superieure) 
because it was conceived by Mary alone without seed, analogous to the 
body of Adam, which is from earth and not from seed. In contrast 
Severus gave to Christ's body and hence also to ours this 'condition 
superieure' only with the resurrection.272 

In Julian a further theme led to the same goal: he placed the beginning 
of Christ's aphtharsia already in his birth. For this reason the birth from 
the Virgin received the character of a creative new beginning, of a new 
dpxti·273 

He [Christ] himself has introduced for nature a new beginning through a restoration of the 
elements with regard to their original condition; for this reason he has not demanded the 
help of the husband for the conception, because the activity of the Holy Spirit has surpassed 
them. 

Julian is said to reach this false explanation from an erroneous interpretation of Cyril's Ad 
reginas (PG 76, 1372BC; ACO I, 1, Sa, pp. 40,37-41,6). He cites just Rom 8,29 Oesus the first 
born among many brothers) too much instead of referring also to Col 1,18 (first born among 
the dead). If Christ were to have had all this already through his birth, his death and resurrection 
would have been superfluous. Again Severos says: birth from the Virgin is the anticipation of 
our birth from the Spirit (In 3,6); the resurrection of Christ, however, is the way to our 
definitive restoration in immortality and impassibility. Cyril is said to have already established 

270. Severos Ant., Grit. Tom.: CSCO 245, pp. 125,31-126,1. 
271. Ibid., pp. 128,22-129,11. 
272. Ibid., p. 151,15-29. 
273. Severos Ant., Ad.,. Apol. luI., ch. 9: CSCO 302, p. 192,6-9. 
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this theological balance between Christmas and Easter. 274 We see that already here the problem 
of a choice between a theology of the incarnation and a theology of the cross comes into view. 

Thus according to Severus the evangelical report of the virginal con­
ception of Jesus in Mary ought not to become the reason for denying 
the passible and mortal character of Christ's body.275 This conception of 
Christ does not abolish his consubstantiality with us, a thought that one 
could perhaps accept for Julian, if one looks at his definition of 
homoousios. It concerns only the ousia, not the pathetikon! With some 
justice it can be argued that the birth from the Virgin is also conceived 
by Julian as an 'exception' to the homoousios, without his denying the 
reality of the body of Christ by this claim. No doubt because of the 
vehemence with which Julian stressed this 'exception', Severus inferred 
bad intentions.276 

He states it is false to decree: 'If the birth from the Virgin and the resurrection, if the beginning 
and the end (of the life of Jesus) have taken place according to the new considerations (Hespel: 
convenances nouvelles) and exceeding the universal character of our nature, so it is obviously 

274. Cyril Alex., De recta fuIe ad Theodos. imp.: PG 76, 1185AB and other passages. Cf. Severus 
Ant., Adv. Apol. luI., ch.9: CSCO 302, pp. 192,10-195,19. In this context we find the first 
citation from Ps. Dionys. Ar., De div. nom. II 9: PG 3, 648B; P. Scazzoso, Dionigi Areopagita, 
Tutte Ie opere (Milan, 1981), 278, with Severus Ant., Adv. Apol. luI., ch. 25: CSCO 302, 
p. 267,6-19. Severus cites the text in order to emphasize that this mystagogue also teaches that 
Christ 'has become a human being in one substance and in the manner of a human being', even 
if we do not know the manner by which Christ was formed in the womb of the Virgin. 

275. Cf. Severus Ant., Grit. Tom.: CSCO 245, pp.125,31-126,1. 
276. Ibid., pp.70,7-12; 66,26-35. Severus also repeats his stern judgement of Julian in his 

letter to the Oriental monks (c. 520-525), in PO 12, no. XXXV, 275-291, esp. 286-287: ' ... 
they do not consent to confess that the true flesh of God and the Word . . . suffers like us 
and is susceptible of innocent passions, but say that he suffered in semblance, and that the flesh 
was impassible and immortal at the time of the voluntary and saving cross; and besides other 
impossible things the wretched men foolishly speak of false passions, and in false words they 
name phantasy incorruptibility, and deny the true incorruptibility, and they fail to notice the 
wisdom of the dispensation, whereby the impassible God united to himself those of our passions 
which do not fall under the description of sin, wishing in it to taste our death voluntarily, destroy 
its dominion over us, and by means of the resurrection to set us free in incorruptibility, that 
is in impassibility and immortality, and raise us to our first state in which also we were created.' 
An unreal form of suffering and death would have made the incarnation unnecessary. For the 
divine passionlessness and immortality the Logos already had by reason of his divinity (ibid., 
287). In the same letter Severus complains about Julian's intolerant procedure as well as his hectic 
propaganda activity (ibid., 289-290). After Julian's death Severus warned several Syrian bishops 
to be vigilant with regard to the spreading of Julian's teachings in the East. Cf. E. Brooks, 
SL II, V, Ep. 14 to the bishops John, Philoxenus and Thomas, 349-50. On the further altercation 
of the Severans with the Julianists, see JdGhr II/l, 76-7; GGT II/l, 67 (Severan florilegia against 
the Julianists); also CPG 7127 with reference to further research by R. Draguet on Syriac 
unedited sources against Julian: 1. 'Une pastorale anti-julianiste des environs de l'annee 530', 
Mus 40 (1927),59-89; 2. 'Pieces de poIemique antijulianiste', Mus 44 (1931),254-317; 54 (1941), 
59-89; idem, Julien d'Halicarnasse, 81-8. 
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necessary to exclude from the sameness with the universal character of our nature also the other 
aspects [thus in particular the phtharsia).' 

It is not yet the time to speak about the movement which Julian of 
Halicarnassus inspired with his ideas. It was of significance to contrast 
the historical Julian against Julianism, which will present itself more and 
more in the course of this description as an exuberant outgrowth from 
an original idea that could have been checked. First we must stay with 
the basis in order to bring into view the peculiarity of ,the christological 
disposition of the mia-physis teaching from the confrontation of its 
leading figures among themselves. The comparison between the power­
ful Patriarch of Antioch and a theological novice, however , also serves 
this purpose. 

II. THE ESSENCE AND BEING OF CHRIST CONCEPTUALIZED: 

THE AMATEUR THEOLOGIAN, SERGIUS THE GRAMMARIAN 

In spite of all the subtle polemic in the depiction of the christology of 
Severus we have still remained predominantly in the domain of 
theologizing governed by the mystery of faith. With the correspondence 
between Severus and Sergius the 'concept' receives a special position. 
Christ is to be found a place in Aristotle's doctrine of categories. 

1. A problem shared with JuUan of HaUcamassus 

Although we cannot ascertain whether Sergius had personal contact with 
Julian or the Julianists. the question raised by the non-theologian, 
Sergius, touched that of Bishop Julian and his supporters. Once again 
the drive to secure completely the unity of Christ holds first place. There 
arises once more a suspicion of the acceptance of different properties, 
divine and human respectively. in the one Christ - a doubt which 
Severus also could not eliminate in Julian: there is a threat of a division 
into two natures and two hypostases, if in the properties of Christ a 'dif­
ference of nature' is accepted. Once again in the background we 
recognize the fundamental structure of the mia-p}'ysis teaching as the 
source of excessive demands on the interpretation of the person of Jesus 
Christ. In the solution of the question raised a partial agreement is also 
evident. Yet the whole of the correspondence between Sergius and 
Severus remains rather in the domain of personal guidance than in that 
of a propagandist publicity campaign. The public is not yet addressed 
by the Patriarch, although he reckons with the possibility that his 
addressee seeks an audience. 
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Sergius, called the 'Grammarian', is a loner. He gives the impression 
of a philosopher and private scholar who has ventured into the area of 
theology, but has got entangled in his own linguistic and conceptual net. 
For all that, he is ready to learn. His admiration is for the Patriarch 
Severus, to whom he turns with his difficulties. But hardly had the 
correspondence begun to develop, when the Patriarch was forced to 
flee into the desert. After the third letter of the Grammarian the fugitive 
seemed to be convinced of the suspicious character of his addressee's 
concepts, and the correspondence ended up in discord, although as a 
whole it was conducted moderately. The origins of Sergius and the 
course of his life are unknown to US.277 From the correspondence it 
emerges that even after the change of 518 he could have remained in 
the dioecesis oriens and was keen to come to the aid of his oppressed 
brothers in faith. 278 

Before 518 Sergius had contacted the famous Patriarch of Antioch. In 
doing so he expressed his dogmatic opinions on christology to the great 
master, after having previously contacted converts who had made their 
way from the 'error' of Chalcedon to the truth. Severus immediately 
recognized the 'amateur' in the theological attempts sent to him, and 
warned him of ill-advised activity. In the first letter of reply Sergius 
indeed received praise for his keenness and progress with reference to 
1 Timothy 4,15. Nevertheless the meaningful warning followed. 279 

But avoid writing doctrinal teachings and do not easily approach this, for such things belong, 
as you know, to those who are much instructed and have meditated diligently on the scrip­
tures inspired by God, and have grown rich on the toils of the things of the same Spirit, 
the tested former teachers of mysteries in the holy Church, and not to those recently 
instructed in the knowledge of the divine teachings. 

Moreover, in dealings with the converts Sergius should adhere only 
to the Symbol of Nicaea and not present his own texts to them as a 
text of faith. Sergius himself had given occasion for the instruction by 
two things: he had expressed his dissatisfaction with the overly mild 
manner of the Patriarch and his clergy in proceeding with the return 
of Chalcedonians to 'orthodoxy', and moreover he had dared to interpret 

277. On the following see Lebon, Clralkedon I (425-580), 429, n. 14; 445, 47~, 495, 520f., 
537f., 548-54. Frend, 206, n.2; 209; I. R. Torrance, op. cit., esp.6-7. 

278. Sergius Gram., Ep. III ad Sever. Ant.: CSCO 120, p. 119,9-10; I. R. Torrance, op. cit., 
6, rightfully concludes that Sergius was not a bishop. Sergius appears, however, on account of 
the banishment of the anti-Chalcedonian bishops to have felt that in his letters he was giving 
expression to the opinion of the forsaken Churches. Severus thought nothing of this apostolate 
and advised his correspondent at the end of the controversy, in the future 'to run on his own'. 
See Ep. III ad Serg.: CSCO 120, pp. 134,32-135,2. 

279. Severus Ant., Ep. I ad Sergo Gram.: CSCO 120, p.70,9-14. 
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the regula fidei on his own authority. In doing this he had coined as 
kep},alaiotl the sentence: 'We do not speak of two natures or properties 
(Ji/it') after the inexpressible union [in Christ].'280 Through the media­
tion of Bishop Antoninus of Aleppo, the Grammarian had presented his 
suggestion of a formula to a gathering of bishops. which is not deter­
mined more closely. 2.81 It remained the main theme of the discussion 
between Severus and Sergius up to the third piece of reciprocal cor­
respondence, which occurred certainly in the period after 518. Por the 
Patriarch wrote in his reply: 282 

Therefore show (me) when, in the six years (512-518) I spoke in the Church of the 
Antiochenes and wrote many letters, at any time I once said Emmanuel is one ousia, and 
of one signification (Sawdo'o, )lvcfJplu/la) and of one property (dillt'; IJloT"q). 

2. The zealot of the unity in Christ 

From the first letter Sergius claimed to acknowledge in Christ only one 
'undivided property', and that on the basis of the 'one physis'.283 It is 
the proprietas CI,risti, the Otle particularity proper only to Christ, which 
he has in mind as the closest bond of unity. It is not surpassed in 
expressive power by any purely 'human quality'. Walking on water and 
leaving the grave unhindered witness to this. 284 The whole economy of 
salvation tends towards this omega point, the one Christus proprium 
which is as proper to the Incarnate One as therisibile, the ability to laugh, 
which is simply the proprium of the human being. This sign of recogni­
tion (gtlOrisma) is revealed and realized in the virgin birth. through the 
sufferings and death of the Incarnate One to his ascension and his sitting 
at the right hand of God. 28S It is the sign of Emmanuel (cf. Is 7,14). In 
an almost Augustinian manner Sergius sketches this illumination of his 
after meditating on the visions of Daniel (Dan 7,8) . He now knows that 
he has been ushered into the 'darkness of these divine things' . 286 

280. Sergi us Gram. , Ep. I ad Sever. Alit.: CSCO 120. pp. 51,19-52,4. 
281. Lebon, 168, had proposed the Synod of Tyre, aUegedly in 514. Cf. 1. R. Torrance, 

Opt cit ., 7. On this see, however,jdellr 1I/1. 321.£.; eeT 11/ 1, 284f. (foUowing A de HaUeux). 
282. Severus Ant., Ep. lflaa Serg. Gram .: CSCO 120, p. 132,tO- 14; Syriac: CSCO 119, 

p. 172,21- 23; also in AthanasillS and Cyril be cannot find such n sentence: CSCO 120, 
p. 125,4-7. On the date of Ep. III after 518 see Ibid., p. 135,1.8: Severus speaks of the fact that 
his enemies follow his tracks in the desert; p. 136,2-3: Patriarch Dioscorus II of AleX2ndria (d. 14 
October 517) is mentioned as already dead. 

283. Sergius Gram., Ep. I ad Sever. Ant.: CSCO 120, p. 52,26 and pp. 52,32-53,1: ... unam 
ex dUllbus Dei incarnati proprietatem admittamus. 

284. Ibid., p. 53,2-6. 
285. Ibid., p.53,7-16. 
286. Sergius Gram., Ep. II ad Sever. Ant.: CSCO 120, p.72,3-19. 
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Sergius, however, in his newly attained peace felt disturbed on two 
sides. First came the old comrades of his earlier ignorance (they are dif­
ficult to determine) who alleged much 'against the properties', and 
indeed with reference to a writing of Severus; then the Chalcedonians 
replied, likewise surrounding themselves with excerpts from Severus and 
spreading the teaching of the properties which were to be distinguished, 
but in the sense of Sergius were 'separated'. 287 Then, when the response 
of the Patriarch to the first letter was received, Sergius' confusion was 
complete. It contained the call to tread the via media between the two 
parties and to hear witnesses which Severus produced. Among these was 
Cyril's statement which for him was utterly unintelligible: '[The word 
"union" (henosis) 1 implies no confusing and no mixing of the natures 
with each other.'288 It was precisely on this word of 'mixing' that 
Sergius had fastened to avoid any division in Christ. This word mixis, 
krasis, was all the more important to him because he wanted to deny, 
just as energetically as Severus, the total con-fusion, the synchysis: 289 

287. Ibid., pp.72,20-73,2. 
288. Cited in Sevecw Ant., Ep. I ad Sergo Gram.: CSCO 120, p.57,3-12, esp.9-10; d. 

p. 73,14-15. Cyril Alex., Adv. Nest. II: PG 76, 85AB: the mystery of Christ knows the distinc­
tion (JilIp"om) , but not the separation (dihairesis): oil O'VYXBCI)V [rd~ q,rJO'el~] II dvaKlpvwv rd~ 
q,rJO'el~ (CSCO 120, p.73,14-15). 

289. Sergius Gram., Ep. II ad Sever. Ant.: CSCO 120, p. 73,15-18. Besides the discussion with 
John the Grammarian and Sergius the Grammarian, Severus had yet 3 third opportunity to take 
a position 011 the terminology and theory of the Imia "l'JlQ.llallca . In tllc long letter 25 to the 
people of Emesa (PO 12, 222-248) be had an argument with a member of the community of 
Bmesa who had fallen victim to a miSUnderstanding of a statement of Cyril, which [~d~: 'Por, 
because the Word who is from God the Father took flesh and came forth as a human being 
like us, he would not for this rcason be also termed 3 double thing. Por he is une, and not 
without flesh, who in his own nature is without flesh and blood' (Adv. NCJlor. n 6: Pusey Vl, 
112; PO 12, 225). Prom the sentence: 'In his own nature he (the Logos] is without flesh and 
blood' the Christian of Etnesa had concluded that the heliosis of the Logos with the flesh has 
an end and he would be again in his pure divinity (PO 12, 225-227). This could remind one 
of Marcellus of Anerra, but it stems rather &om an overblown Cyrillbnism. This error gave 
Severns (presum.ably between 512 and 518) the occasion to sketch his own doctrine of the Ullio 
hyposla/lea with broad strokes. This rime it was not 50 much 3 separation as a mixing that he 
had to aver t. Consequently the concepts mixing Dnd mingling Wele rejected and the incarnation 
was chJl[acrerized as the 'synthesis om of two clements', corresponding to the name of the incar­
.Ulle 'Emmalluel': 'but cven so he preserved the absence of mixture (/Uli(allii) in the divine 
essence and did not change the essence of the Godhead into the nature of i1esh' (228). Severus 
speaks of the fact that 'from the unmixed union of ~he incarnation., and the composition out 
of two elements, the godhead and the manhood, Emmanuel should be made up, who in one 
hyposlasis is ineffably composite; not simple. 'but composite' (229- 230). This is eluoidated 'Using 
the body--soulanalogy (230). The terminology of mixing is excluded once again (233): the Logos 
is indeed io his own (prc-existent) nature withOl1t flesh and blood. Even the inc:Imation signifies 
no 'mixiog of tlle flesh with the essence of the godhe~d'; he retains the divinity 'su.blime and 
pure and unmixed in the characteristics of its own incorporeal character'; even in the hypostatic 
union be leaves thebumanity as it was in its own ,harllCleristica (233). Severns here really comes 
close to the iJ{oma/a teaching of Leo the Great, admittedly with the difference that he will not 
concede an agert seCllfldum propriam forma". for the humanity in Chelt. 
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Now, I acknowledge that once the divine union is mentioned, confusion (td t;,<; uvyxvuew<;) 
is set aside, (but here) the union is not thought of in a faulty way when the natures are 
unmixed in a divine and inexpressible mingling (contemperatio) and in a hypostasis. 

But what could Severus understand by 'mingling'? Only tentatively 
did he attempt to determine the content of this concept. 

(1) Negatively. He is not satisfied with the information that in the mia.physis formula the added 
word 'incarnate' implies the reference to another nature, and thus a confusion is excluded. This 
statement is nothing other than the secret recognition of two natures or the denial of the 
hypostatic unity. With this explanation of the mia.physis formula one arrives at a unity 'by 
decree,.290 

(2) Positively. On his side he makes the claim: 

Thus, I learn that the combination of two or more simple things into one [thing; Cyril 
would say lv 7tpiiy.ua] belongs to the principle of composition, in which what is complete 
is also a part. And (yet) afterwards [i.e. when the combination bas taken place] the (consti­
tuent) parts are not from then on adjudged according to the principle of duality, since once 
and for all one ousia and one quality (msud'o~a, gllorisma) has come Into being.291 

If the becoming one ought to be characterized as a 'mixing' (hll) , then it seems for the 
Grammarian that Gregory Nazianzen indicated a growing together, a uv.utPvfa, as the correct mean 
between an external juxtaposition (parathesls) and the confusion (synchysis). The result is then one 'image' 
(yuqrw = elKwv) and one hypostasis. 292 

But because Severus with Cyril and his Scholia de incarnatione Unigeniti 
wanted to allow as valid finally only the expression henosis in the place 
of the terms for mixing (krasis, mixis), Sergius saw himself placed before 
an insoluble aporia. Through this restriction both theologians took from 
him the possibility of finding the right word for the act of union in 
Christ.293 The sole escape for him was offered by the acceptance of a 
synthesis of the 'parts', not only to form one physis, but also one ousia 
and one 'property'. 294 

Therefore as I keep silent wise Cyril again urges on (my) thoughts, who speaks best by means 
of your priestly tongue, but it is not yet understood by me, who am of small account. But 
I read the law to you as well: 'He [Christ] is composed so as to become one in the middle, 
of human properties, and those which are above man.' The Father seems to say that the 
Incarnate Word was one in every respect, I mean both nature and property, when he mingled 

290. Cf. Sergius Gram., Ep. II ad Sever. Ant.: CSCO 120, pp. 73,20-74,6. J. Lebon translates 
the Syriac hdyut'dlut sym' of CSCO 119. p. 100,2-3 as unio ad supposilum, which would produce 
an interesting, forward-looking formula. However, the Greek text lvwuI<; Katd (JtUIV is cer­
tainly to be assumed. What is being rejected is nothing other than the Nestorian '~doption as 
Son'. The Syriac stem sym' is found in the Syriac exp~ession for v!o(Jeu{a, I.e. positing assump­
tion as Son (srmutho bnayo') . Cf. C. Brockelmann, Lexico" SyrlllCll1II (1928), 470b. 

291. Cf. Sergius Gram., Ep. 11 ad Selltr. A"t.: CSCO 120, p. 74,10-15, repeated almost word 
for word in Ep. III od Sevu. Alit.: CSCO 120, pp. 114,27- 115,2. 

292. Sergius Gram .. , Ep. II oJ Sever. A lii .: CSCO 120, p. 73,21-30, with reference to PG37, 
181. The presentation of tbe appeuance of Christ hinted at here is strongly reminiscent of texts 
in Theodoret. cf. Bp.146; PG 83, 1393B, cited in JdChr e, 699. 

293. See above, pp.72-4. 
294. Sergius Gram., Ep. II ad Sever. Ant.: CSCO 120, pp.75,27-76,3. Torrance, 168f. 
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the natures along with the properties. But (I say) this as a suggestion rather than a decree, 
for in what opinion should I be headstrong? 

The adduced sentence of Cyril 295 was written in an anti-Nestorian 
exuberance and signified an intensification of the confusion rather than 
a clarification. Because of this Sergius was induced to seek salvation in 
a philosophical solution. 

3. Incamation as event in the realm of being 

It signified an intensification of Cyril's sentence just cited when Sergius 
advanced from confessing one physis to accepting one ousia, one essence. 
With the formula of the one physis he still remained in the domain of 
the ens concretum, which is Christ. The concrete being of the Incarnate 
One admits along with full ontological unity a 'composition' in which 
the components, divinity and humanity, have entered without change. 
The 'one nature composed out of two natures' was a formula born out 
of a historical view, from the view of the economy of salvation; this 
view was philosophically neutral and assigned to the result, the one 
Christ, no particular place in Aristotle's table of categories. Sergius, 
however, took this new step by claiming the 'henosis of the ousia, accor­
ding to the essence'. This means nothing other than the following: in 
his eyes through the mystery of the incarnation there is created a new 
essence, a new abstract ousia of absolute singularity, which Sergius called 
Christ and which he determined more closely philosophically by further 
explanation. 296 

I remember that in my lines there is (the formula that Christ) is 'from two natures', and 
al\ the propriety of the inhomination of the Word is a mystery. 

His speculative understanding of this unity 'Christ' emerges first from 
the application of the body-soul analogy, that is, the composition of the 
human being from body and soul to the 'incarnate Logos'. The past par­
ticiple 'incarnate' ought not to be understood as a simple adjective, like 
for example 'black'. applied to the one concrete human being. Rather 

295. Cyril Alex., De recta fiat aa Theoaos. imp. 40: PG 76. 1193BC: 'It is tbus dangerou,\ to 
dare to dissect [in Jesus Christ) . One is namely the Lord Jesus Christ and through him the Father 
has created all things. He w~! the creator as God and life-giving 115 life; through the human 
and superhuman properties (idiomata) he has become a certain in-between (6;vOpomlvo/{; re ab 
/Cal Toi~ fmep dv(Jpwnov 16,w/J.amv elr; tv TI II> j.Jera~j'j ouy/CefjJevot;). He l5 the mediator 
between God and human beings, according to the scriptures (1 Tim 2,5); according to nature 
he exists as God, even when he is not without flesh; he is truly a human being. but not purely 
~ Imman being like us; he remained what he was and became, nevertheless. flesh. ' 

296. Sergius Gram., Ep. II ad Sever. Ant.: CSCO 120, p.75,15-17. 
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it must be considered as a part of the essence. Just as the human being 
is not defined as the synthesis of rationality and blackness (nigritudo), but 
as a 'rational animal' or as a synthesis of animal and ratio ,297 so too 
Christ as unity of essence is realized from divinity and humanity (with 
body and soul). He is a new ousia and in this way also fulfils the role 
of an intermediate being, as Cyril had suggested. Certainly 'unity' is pre­
sent most clearly in simple beings. But a composition can also lead to 
perfect unity when it has as its result one new ousia. According to 
Sergius, Cyril was also of this opinion.298 What Sergius here suggests 
as a solution is nothing other than the application of Aristotle's doctrine 
of categories to Christ. Apollinarius, who had already preceded him in 
this direction, also appears here as a witness. We cite this text which 
is characteristic of Sergius.299 

The words tj;rJ(JI(; and orJufa mean the same as far as we are concerned. the one being derived 
from 1rtltj;vKtval and the other from elval and you, 0 Theologian, agree with me 
(on this). For you have said somewhere in (your) letter, 'Where composition and natural 
coming-together of ousiai or of natures is constituted.' [Severus must concede this.3(0

) 

Therefore, if we teach 'from two natures [physeis), one nature [Physis) of the Word incarnate' , 
how do we sin against the mystery. if, by means of words with the same meaning, we 
fulfil the same doctrine, (in saying) that from two ousiai there is one ousia of the Word 
incarnate? But this 'incarnate' I have omitted, in as much as it is frequently declared, 
but I do not dissolve the composition because of this ... I urge you, 0 Father, to endure 
for a little my presumption with regard to the precision of the philosophers; even if 
they are outside our fold, we shall greatly clarify the explanation. Among these philosophers. 
Aristotle, who is called voil~. said these words somewhere ... : 'But ousia is. if one 
will speak with an example, such as man, horse.'301 But it is not the case that he does not 
acknowledge the composition of the living creature because of this. For everything which 
is simple is understood, rather than falling under the senses. Therefore how do I defraud 
the truth, when I call the incarnate Word 'ousia', and understand this (ousia) (to be) 
incarnate? 

With the incarnation of the Word a new species has thus entered into 

297. Ibid., p. 75,21-26 (on the analogy 'human being'): 'For "being rational" (logikon) com­
pletes an ousia that it should be one; thus (a man is) a rational mortal living thing (animal 
rationabile), and if someone should remove that "being rational", he destroys the subject in every 
respect' (i.e. the essence 'human being' is no longer present). 

298. Sergius Gram., Ep. III ad Sever. Ant.: CSCO 120, p. 116,19-25 with reference to 
Cyril Alex., Ep. ad Succensum II: PG 77, 241B 12-15 (the composed human being is introduced 
as an example). In ibid., p. 116,14-19 Basil is also adduced as a witness for this teaching. 

299. Sergius Gram., Ep. III ad Sever. Ant.: CSCO 120, pp. 115,12-116,2. 
300. Sever. Ant., Ep. II ad Sergo Gram.: CSCO 120. p. 103,12-17: 'But we have one care 

(zelus), namely that we should establish and demonstrate plainly that where a composition and 
natural coming together of ousiai or natures is constituted, as · in the case of a constitution of 
a man like us, it is superfluous and quite senseless to say that the living creature is composed 
from those things which appear in the ousiai.' 

301. Aristotle, Categ. 4, 1b,27: CSCO 120, p. 115, n. 4. 
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the hierarchy of beings. The 'ousia Christ' is so much one and so par­
ticular that for Sergius the formula 'the one incarnate nature of the 
Logos' can be abbreviated. The one ousia of Christ already says every­
thing. It has, however, the advantage that the unity in Christ is now 
expressed more precisely. There is not only a 'pre-existent physis' of 
which in time the 'incarnate' is stated. In the sense of Sergius this formula 
is the description of a historical event rather than a definition. This can 
now simply run: the one ousia Christ. It encompasses the Logos and the 
humanity of Christ with body and soul. Although combined, 
categorically it is still completely one and unique, and for that reason 
there must correspond to it also its own properties or characteristics 
which otherwise are not realizable. In the place of the invisible, intangi­
ble Logos now comes the newness: visible, tangible Logos, because the 
incorporeal godhead is now the bodily and incarnated.302 Through the 
union of ensouled flesh with the Logos, Christ's consubstantiality with 
us is not harmed, but as the flesh composed with the godhead it receives 
'a precedence over our flesh', which Sergius explains in more detail in 
his doctrine of properties.303 

Likewise I acknowledge on the one hand that the ensouled flesh which is united to the Word 
- for I fear to say 'mixed'! - is human and of our nature, but on the other hand insofar 
as it is composed to (be one with) God, it exists (with) those special (properties) in comparison 
to our flesh. For it did not accept sin (as a result) of transgression; it was not obliged to 
hunger and thirst and sleep, but to be occupied with the Word to which it was united, 
which willed to suffer these things for the sake of the confirmation of the inhomination. 

This interpretation of the person of Christ has to be considered in 
more detail. 

(1) The united essences: (a) The two ousiai are the true godhead and true 
humanity of Christ. In the synthesis they are also not abolished either, 
even if in a certain way they adapt to each other, at least as far as the 
humanity is concerned. Sergius also cannot be accused of genuine real­
monophysitism. (b) These two essences are each a totality. Here Sergius 
consciously contrasts himself to the Apollinarians, who hold their syn­
thesis as possible only because of the fact that the Logos is united to 
a flesh without a soul, thus to a partial reality. One of their fundamental 
propositions states: 'two perfect things cannot become one'.304 (c) But 
Sergius also pays a tribute to this principle by allowing for the establish­
ment of the true unity in Christ that the two perfect essences in Christ 

302. Sergius Gram., Ep. III ad Sever. AnI.: CSCO 120, pp. 116,33-117,3. 
303. Ibid., pp. 117,29-118,2. 
304. Cf. Ps. Athanas., De lrin. dial. 4: PG 28, 1253B; Ps. Athanas., C. Apollin. 1,2: PG 26, 

1096B. 
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have the function of being partial realities, although they retain their 
ontological totality. 305 Also in his writings. in spite of repeated 
emphasis of the reality of Christ's soul, there is still no discernible special 
activity ascribed to it. He will certainly ascribe to the Logos, as the prin­
ciple of the nature, the mental decision of suffering, not just to the one 
Logos-subject as such ratiotle commutlicationis idiomatum. (d) Obviously the 
two essences do not confront each other as equals. The ousia of God is 
indeed 'above ousia', a phrase which is reminiscent of Ps. Dionysius.306 

(2) The act of the synthesis: At first Sergius did not want to do without 
the concept of mixing (mixis, hll).301 Indeed we have seen how he 
speaks with Gregory Nazianzen of a symphyia, a growing together. 308 

Later under the influence of Patriarch Severus he dispensed with this ter­
minology of mixing. or he explained it in the sense of synthesis,m a 
concept which then becomes the leading one. ' 10 One comes closest to 
Sergius' notion of the goal if one applies the Aristotelian relationship of 
matter and form to the unity of God and human being in Christ. Form 
and matter, like body and soul, communicate reciprocally as parts of the 

305. ct. Sergius Gram., Ep. II aJ Sever. Am.: CSCO 120, p.74,lO-15: the 'synthesis' in 
Christ is acco~ding t.o Scrgius a combination of two or more simple elements in which what 
i~ 'complete' also becomes :l 'part' of the whole 50 that the parts are no longer adjudged according 
to the principle of duality (iam pqrtes seGUlldulII dual/la/is rot/Ollelll lion discernuntur). For from them 
'one OllSia and (one) quality has come into being'. 

306. Cf. Sergius Gram., Ep. III ad Sever. Ant.: CSCO 120, p. 118,21-22: 'But accurate speech 
determines that we should speak of God as being above ousia.' 11. 33-34: 'For God is in truth 
above ousia and property (diUt').' 

307. Cf. the text cited above from Ep. II ad Sever. Ant.: CSCO 120, 74 (above n. 305) which 
reads further: 'Therefore unless the natures, from which Christ is, were mixed inconfusedly, 
how shall 1 say that tbose things whicb thus remained unmixed with each other were 
hypostatically united? How shall 1 retain the principle of composition, when the natures are 
retailled just as they were? Eor it is impossible for me to conceive of a union of things mutually 
unmixed, as they (the Chalcedoniaus) say, and necessarily thereby Christ would have to be 
thought of [lit., as we should have to think of] as two natures.' 

308. Sergius Gram., Ep. II ad Sever. Alit.: CSCO 120, p. 73,23. Lebon translates symphyia 
by congermanilas, relationship. 

309. Cf. I. R. Torrance, op. cit .• 44: 'Indeed, we have seen, that in this Third Letter Sergius 
speaks of KPUUII;, IJ{~II; and uvvgeutc; as if they were almost equivalent.' Cf. CSCO 120, 
p. 113,24-30. 

310. The main text for sylllhesis is in Ep. m ad Stller. Ani.: CSCO 120, pp. 114,25-115,2: 
' .. . 1 shall give first a denni.tion of composition. Eor as I deal with the mystery, 1 have 11.01 

yet used (defined) terms, although I have spoken in tbis way. But I have learned that tbeprinciplc 
of composition is like this: (namdy) the coming together (co/lgregalio) from two or more simples 
(silllplicia). which have come to $Orne one thing, in which also what is complete (Ie/eloll) (in 
it~ell) is a part. (and) afterwards the pam are not investigated with regard to the principle of 
duality. since once and for all tbere has come into being one Ous/d or quality .' Cf. the almost 
identical text in E/,. II ad Sever. Alit.: p. 74,10-15. I. R. Torrance. op. dt .• 43; text from Ep.lll: 
ibid., 207; text from Ep. II: ibid., 167. 
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essence and thus produce an essential synthesis,31I which as a third reality 
rises above the two 'parts': '&om two essences one essence' runs the main 
formula of Sergius to the vexation of Severus.3t2 This is thus the new 
'essence of Christ', as Apollinarius too had it in mind - with the 
intended denial of Christ's soul. The 'middle' has now been found in 
the form of 'middle being'. 313 

(3) The 'result' of the synthesis: Jesus Christ is thus not only to be 
expressed as a unique event of the history of salvation, but also as an 
event in the realm of being. Within the category of ousia the arbor 
Porphyriana received a new branch: in addition to ens materia Ie, vivum, 
sensitivum, ra tiot/a Ie. the highest level of which is the human being. there 
is now in the eyes of Sergi us the animal rationale [divinumj, namely Christ. 
If Sergius had not produced the old misgivings against the term 
'God-human being', it would, thought of as one ousia. best express his 
idea. In fact the concept 'theandric' which Ps. Dionysius had coined is 
already close to it (see below). Sergius. however, did not recognize that 
in his natural synthesis (synthesis i" "atum et secundum natHram) the divine 
transcendence of the Logos had to accept a severe violation. The Logos 
becomes a part of the creature, not greatly different from what the Arians 
and Apollinarians thought. A divine-creaturely natural being fitted into 
Aristotelian categories: that is the result of the synthesis of Christ as 
Sergius understood it. Worse than a mingling of partial substances as 
physical realities is this ontological synthesis of divinity and humanity 
in one OllSia! Instead of physical parts which, when only accidentally 
altered, produce a new reality. the act of the Sergian synthesis makes 
from the divinity and humanity of Christ two essential parts, partes esSetl­

tiales, which give themselves away into a totality of the new essence, 
and in this unity are essentially dependent on each other. The mono­
physitism of Sergius is hence not a physical one, but a metaphysical 
monophysitism. 

311. Cf. the expression 'synthesis in the human way' in Apollinarius. SeeJdChr e. 483: CCT 
12. 331. 

312. Cf. Scrgius Gram .. Bp. 111 ad Seller. All'.: CSCO 120. pp.115.12- 116,5. 
313. Remember his example of the mule: 'Middle beings (PS(1()T1/TSC;) occur when different 

properties (/6ICJf1/TSt;) come together into one, as in the mule the property of the ass and of 
the horse; no middle being, however, has both extremes as wholes in it , but only as parts. A 
middle being from God and a human being is, bowever, in Christ; he is rhus not a whole human 
being [something that Sergius would not say]. but a mixing of God and human being.' See 
Lietzmann, 234, S 113. 
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4. One being - one property - one doxa 

To the new ousia of Christ there must correspond a new property, a 
special feature in the qualitative representation. The starting-point for 
this claim is Cyril's sentence already cited: 'Because the incarnate Word 
has thus also mixed the properties with the natures, he is in every respect 
one, I mean one nature and one property.'314 However, with this 
mixed quality a whole bundle of distinctions is meant which are evident 
in the concrete form of the Incarnate One. Sergius subsumes them under 
the concept doxa.315 To them belong birth from the Virgin, the taking 
of nourishment in pure freedom from instinctiveness, sinlessness, invisi­
ble wandering among the Jews without being seen (cf. Jn 10,40-42), 
wandering on the sea (In 6,16-21), resurrection, ascension, sitting at the 
right hand of the Father, and the second coming. Hence under this doxa 
Sergius does not understand static qualities, but a series of extraordinary 
events as they are covered in the main by the evangelical reports. The 
exception to this is the absolute bodily absence of needs which is reminis­
cent of notions in the writings of Clement of Alexandria316 and which 
we will soon encounter in an intensified way. Sergius is concerned to 
show the individual manifestations as the expressions of the unity of 
Christ, so to say as the 'one new theandric efficacy' in the sense of 
Ps. Dionysius.317 

You see how some natures receive their [properties] and activities not cut apart or separately 
recognized, but the divinity and humanity of the Word who was incarnate appear together. 
Let them show me what was done after the incarnation (which) was purely human. And 
I will not say a tear, for that came divinely, for he was immediately summoning Lazarus 
whom he pitied, and, though he was putrifying, the dead man became alive and made haste 
to run. They speak of sweat and perplexity in relation to the passion? But these things also 
(happened) divinely, and surpass OUT rcasonings, so that by means of human passions he might 
lead men [to] impassibility (apatheia) . But what will they say about (his) death? Will he await 
this utterly human thing, which takes possession of the body? We are persuaded: thus God 
is he who preserved even the properties of the divinity, and suffered humanly. For because 

314. See above n. 295 (with PG 76, 1193BC); now as well Sergius Gram., Ep. II ad Sever. 
AnI.: CSCO 120, pp. 75,32-76,2. Cf. the judgement of!. R. Torrance, op. cit., 48: 'Sergius' 
Christ, instead of being one person in two natures, with two sets of properties, will be a 
new compound with his own emergent properties.' He states that one can understand in 
this way the statement: 'The product of the composition is "one quality" as well as "one 
ousia" , with reference to Ep. III ad Sever. Ant.: CSCO 119, p.150,23-24; CSCO 120, 
p. 115,1-2; d. previously Ep. II: CSCO 119, p. 100,15-16; CSCO 120, p.74,14-15. 

315. Sergius Gram., Ep. III ad Sever. Ant.: CSCO 120, p; 118,4-6. The caro crassa is made 
through the synthesis or henosis with the divinity prorsus gloriosa. 

316. Cf. JdChr 13
, 263-5; CCT 12

, 136-7. 
317. Sergius Gram., Apolog.: CSCO 120, pp. 140,25-141,5. 
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of this he also became a complete human being that he might bear our weakness (cf. Is 53,3), 
and giving (his) back on our behalf to scourging (Is 50,6), he conferred honour upon the 
wound which the ancient [serpent] set against our soul. 

Under the one quality or proprium of the one Christ Sergius thus 
understood the whole undivided image of Jesus which results from seeing 
together all the mysteries of the life of Jesus. Experiences of futility, 
hunger, suffering and death are not overlooked, but from time to time 
brought into relief and placed in the light of the radiation of the godhead. 
From this description it emerges that Sergius' picture of the concrete 
Christ coincides with that of Severus. Rightly the student stresses: 'I 
have these things, which I learned from the Father [Severus].>318 But 
what makes difficulties for the teacher is the abstract terminology with 
which this concrete undivided picture of Christ is explained by Sergius. 
The Patriarch is alarmed by the expression of the 'one (abstract) ousia' 
and the 'one property' which is supposed to correspond to this one 
ousia. 319 The Grammarian Sergius offers his own theory for this con­
crete consideration of the picture. 320 

For a quality [sawdo'o, yvwplupa] does not exist without an ousia, nor should we recognize 
ousiai without signs. Therefore when I said that two ousiai were composed, along with them 
I was also uniting the signs. 

Sergius regards it as necessary to establish the 'incarnate Logos' in the 

318. Ibid., p. 141,6. Then to prove this student relationship to Severos there follows a 
florilegium from the letters of the Patriarch to him, with fifteen texts (pp. 141,8-142,27). 

319. Severos equates the concept of ousia with the other concept of 'physical quality' (q,VUIKt7 
1tOIOT11r;). He places a very strong emphasis on the fact that in the hypostatic union 'the par­
ticularity of the natures in Christ remained without confusion, and particularity implies difference 
in natural quality' (I. R. Torrance, op. cit., 33). If Sergius on the other hand spoke of the fact 
that in Christ there is only one ousia and only one quality, then Torrance claims that this would 
have meant for Severos that the flesh of Christ had become consubstantial with the Word 
through losing its intrinsic difference from it. In Sergius too the one ousia of Christ is intrinsically 
different, just as in the one essence of a human being body and soul remain different. His mistake 
lay in applying the body-soul comparison to Christ unilloeally, not analogically. Thus divinity 
and humanity in Christ become one ousia to which then a proper Christ-characteristic must corres­
pond in the area of the qualities. Cf. I. R. Torrance, loe. cit.: 'We have already tried to show 
that Sergius' emphasis upon the "one propriety" is his way of expressing that Christ as presented 
by the Biblical facts, does not fit any previous propriety, but is utterly new, different and unique. 
"There is one propriety of Christ, in which no-one from those who are invisible or visible shares" 
[Sergius, Ep. I: CSCO 119, p. 72,23-24; CSCO 120, p. 53,12-13]. To understand Sergius, we 
must give due weight to his attempt to express this radical newness and difference of the figure 
of Christ.' Cf. as well Sergius Gram., Ep. III ad Sever. Ant.: CSCO 120, p. 113,27-30: 'For 
I understand the supreme union of God to flesh endowed with a soul, and without confusion 
maiming the meaning, for (the flesh) has not changed to that which is eternal.' 

320. Sergius Gram., Ep. III ad Sever. Ant.: CSCO 119, p. 155,4-9; CSCO 120, p. 118,18-21. 
On sliud' cf. I. R. Torrance, op. cit ., 29-30. 
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realm of essences in order also to close the gaps which in his opinion 
Severus had allowed in christology through his rejection of the one ousia 
and the one property. In this way he falls into the Aristotelianism of 
Apollinarius. Luckily for him he still remains on an isolated academic 
height. One recognizes that he must not be so negatively judged on the 
basis of his concrete picture of Christ as on his abstract theory. He is 
as it were a desk heretic who goes wrong more in terminology than 
in fact. However, such one-sided placements of accent are not innocuous. 
For finally the concrete picture of Christ is also constricted. For the sake 
of his theory of unity Sergius must stress the revelation of the divine 
so much that the earthly Jesus threatens to be concealed. For if in Jesus 
with the human-all-too-human the divine is not also immediately 
manifest, he already sees the smoke of the Nestorian separation begin 
to rise. Is it still possible here for the kenosis ofJesus to come into play? 
Even if it is not denied, it is nevertheless constantly hidden by the doxa. 

This is the price Sergius had to pay for refusing the doctrine of proper­
ties accepted by the Council of Chalcedon. He touches on it, even if 
only negatively. For with the concept of gnorisma (the mark, sawdo'o) 
which he introduces, he takes up the definition of 451 in which we read: 
'one and the same Christ ... unmingled in two natures, unchanged, 
undivided and without division known (YV(J)pl,oJJevo~)'. If here it is 
emphasized that Christ is recognizable in two natures, despite Christ's 
undivided form of divinity and humanity, Sergius places the accent 
elsewhere. There is only one nature, indeed only one ousia recognizable, 
although there is a gradation: first the tears, then the miracle of waking 
from the dead; thus first the expression of the human and then that of 
the divine. A text of his apologia, his last writing, sums this up very 
clearly. 321 

Therefore what did the Father of the Church (Severus) say as a result of these unholy 
(statements)? Did he, like those who were quoted before [the Chalcedonians), set up two 

321. Sergius Gram., Apolog.: CSCO 120, p. 139,3-15. In the lines that follow he lists again 
separately the properties of the Logos and those of the flesh: the Logos - invisible, untouchable, 
high above every passion; the ensouled body - hunger, thirst, suffering. Indeed Sergius can say 
in a completely Chalcedonian way: 'Therefore (even) as he remained the Word - thus preserving 
to himself the properties of divinity - yet preserving the integrity of the flesh, (so) too he 
receives these (properties) of our flesh.' Then, however, he disassociates himself from Chalcedon 
and stresses before Severus: 'You see how the definition has preserved for him [the Logos) 
immutability, (holding) him at the same time God and body. Of him who displays the par­
ticularity of the body in a godly manner, we do not say that the natures exist and each one 
(of) them is seen out of its own properties and activities (as indeed Chalcedon says with Leo 
I), but we hold that the Word himself became flesh, and (he and not the flesh) displayed these 
(properties) of the flesh' (Apolog.: Torrance, 231-2, cf. CSCO 120, p.139,16-34). 



124 CHRIST IN CHRISTIAN TRADITION 

natures, understanding these in Christ after the union, and attributing an (individuating) 
particularity to each of them? Not at all, but in speaking in agreement with the Fathers, 
he attributes these properties of our flesh to the Word who was incarnate [who is to be 
conceived as one ousia). Therefore these people [supporters of Chalcedon) say that the temple 
of the Word was seen, hungered, thirsted, suffered, rose; but the Father (Severos) along 
with Cyril proclaims Emmanuel, or rather along with Isaiah (7,14), Emmanuel who was born 
from a woman, and along with John (cf. 1 Jn 1,lff.) cries out in a loud voice that (the 
Word) was seen and touched, and clearly established that he hungered and thirsted, and that 
he was fastened to a cross, and having endured death for three days, he proclaims that he 
bestows life on human beings. 

Under the title of his doctrine of properties Sergius really expounds 
nothing other than the usual communication of idiomata. He offers here 
the common ecclesial manner of speech which attributes to the one 
Logos-subject both the divine as well as the human. And yet this one 
subject is so conceived that it can, as a natural unity of divinity and 
humanity, bear both series of idiomata. In this sense he interprets the 
name Emmanuel as a unity of divine and human nature. In the continua­
tion of the text of the apologia just cited this unity is then once again 
represented as a third which comprises both part-natures. There emerges 
the characterization of this unity as 'composed nature' which can bear 
the double series of idiomata undivided. 322 

And let no one think the definition is foolish, introducing a peculiarity and nature (existing) 
independently: for the principle of things which are composed joins some two or more, but 
completes one nature of the living creature: it allows the peculiarity of each one of them 
to appear, but yet not divided but recognizable together, as we are able to find out in the 
case of the nature of human beings. To be cut is the property of a body, but to perceive 
a blow is of an animated body: but it does not receive cutting in some (one) nature, but 
show perception in another, but there appears in one and the same composite nature both 
cutting of the body and perception of the soul. A (person) rejoices, and by means of a laugh 
makes known the cheerfulness of the soul: and is grieved, and a tear has announced distress. 

Thus also in the case of the one composite nature of Christ, we will see the Word is 
born, but from a virgin mother: it is not the case that in one nature it happened to him 
that he should be born, but in another he effected what is strange, as Leo raved, saying, 
'The Word performs that which is of the Word, but the body completes that which is of 
the body,' but (there is) one nature which is born, and in a miracle effected being born; 
hungered, thirsted, not compelled, but willingly; walked, but the sea was able to be walked 
on by (his) feet; and at the end he died, not that he had awaited the necessity of death, 

322. Sergius Gram., Apolog.: CSCO 120, p. 140,1-24. Once again the composite 'nature' of 
the animal rationale is presented as an illustration and transferred univocally to Christ. Just as 
the human being is a composite nature, so too is Christ. He is the una natura composita. While 
Severos, however, starts only from the concrete nature, the mia physis, Sergius dares to speak 
also of a new abstract essence, the mia ousia synthetos, which Christ is. As the composite ousia 
it gives rise to the divine-human series of idiomata: the virgin birth in place of a normal birth; 
the series of passions, but proceeding by divine permission; wandering, but free from the law 
of gravity; acceptance of death, but without physical necessity. 
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but when it was right he dissolved death (solvit mortem), for 'I have the power to lay down 
my life and to take it up again' (In 10,18), and he taught the truth of (these) words by 
means of the resurrection. 

In this way the life of Jesus occurred: not two cleanly distinguished 
series of happenings of which one can be attributed to the God-nature 
and the other to the human-nature. Rather the one physis, understood 
as the one ousia, produces the one series of events (mia energeia) which, 
however, in every single event allows the double aspect, corresponding 
to the composite ousia, to become evident. We recognize clearly that 
the Grammarian proposes nothing other than Severus' christology of the 
one physis, the one energeia, without defending a real monophysitism. 
The formula of the one ousia and of the one property has in its abstract 
form a clearly heretical character and was capable of dangerous 
misunderstanding. But as Sergius, however, dissolves his abstract for­
mula in the concrete analysis of the one physis, he proposes nothing other 
than what Severus does too. 

With regard to Sergius' overdrawn christology there are still some par­
ticular deficiencies to be stressed; these concern only Sergius himself. 

(1) Sergius has taken over the fundamental Apollinarian error of 
explaining the unity in Christ by way of a synthesis of natures. Even 
his express avowal of a spiritual soul in Christ does not eliminate it. 
Through his error, however, he puts up with a crucial violation of the 
divine transcendence. He makes the godhead a part of the essence in a 
synthesis from creator and creature. On the basis of this understanding 
the Arians had abandoned the divinity of the Logos and had made 
him a creature, this in the framework of a christological Logos-sarx 
theory. 323 

(2) Through the teaching of the one combined quality which he 
demands for his picture of Christ, he cannot succeed in making the 
earthly Jesus manifest in his unmingled humanity. At every stage he must 
also point out in the words and deeds of Jesus the manifestation of the 
divine, if he is not to make himself guilty, according to his presupposi­
tions, of the Chalcedonian-Nestorian division. The unrenounceable 
mystery of the kenosis and abandonment of Christ can no longer be pro­
claimed in its entire depth. An unadulterated theologia crucis is no longer 
possible. It is completely veiled by the theologia gloriae. 

(3) On account of the abstract mia-ousia teaching and its extension to 
the qualities or idiomata of Christ's one essence, one can rightfully 

323. On this see JdChr 13
, 383, with reference to Athan. Alex., C. Aria,.. III 27: PG 26, 

381A; CCT 12
, 247. 
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reproach Sergius with an exaggerated static christology in which 
soteriology comes off badly. 324 Yet it would not be correct to deny the 
soteriological aspect altogether. Just as he interprets the one quality of 
Christ which he claims, he understands by it ordinarily the so-called 
mysteries of the life of Jesus, that is, events which as such are conceived 
by him as salvific acts of God. In individual texts they are related 
expressly to ·our salvation'. The preponderance of the static is predeter­
mined by the way he poses the question. 

Severus of Antioch and his 'synthesis' concept 

Here is the place to examine the use of the words synthesis, synthetos as 
alternatives to henosis in the writings of Severus and members of his 
party.325 In the sixth century, in Greek as well as in Latin theology, 
they will gain an unexpectedly great significance. The Patriarch did not 
bring about a new creation but only carried on an old tradition326 and 
marked out boundaries for the understanding of it. History will admit­
tedly show that he could not close the gate. The argument with the 
Grammarian Sergius was the occasion that evoked a more intense con­
sideration of the term synthesis. 

Sergius had devised a 'mixing without mingling' and related this to 
the natures of Christ. With reference to Cyril. Severus rejected this 
expression and put in its place the word synthesis.3Z7 He maintained that 
Cyril thus does not speak of a mixing, but of a composition, and this 
in harmony with Gregory Nazianzen, who used this expression sytlthesis 
and not 'mixing' to explain the union of the Logos with a flesh endowed 
with reason. 328 Already here synthesis is a synonym of 11enosis and not of 

324. 1. R. Touancc, 0P' ell., in particular reproacbes Sergius for overlooking soteriology. He 
stresses, however, that in his Ap(llogia Sergius refers to it more. Cf. CSCO 120, p. 139,14-15: 
the listing of the m:ysteries of the life of Jesus, which he emphasizes together with Cyril and 
Severns, he concludes with: ~I'tam homi,liblls lMgt/llm esse praeJICdI\ Ibiel., p. 140,22: rhe death of 
ChriS[ meaDS the overcoming of death in general (solver! morlem). Jbid., pp. 140.25-141,5: tbis 
section shows the soteriological objective of the passion of Christ well . But according to Sergius 
this goal is attained only duough the unity in Christ, insofar as it leads to one OIlSia and to 
one divine-human quality, which one could characterize with the words of Ps. Dionysius as 
JJla 9&av6pIKI} tv/JpYlua. It is perhaps worthwhile to note this relationship. 

325. Sec Lebon, 292-7, 319-26; idem, Chalkedon I, 474-6, 486-91. 
326. 011 the previous history of sy"tllcsis. SYllthetos see ldChr e, Index. 
327. Severos Ant., Sp. II lid Serg .: Lebon, CSCO 120, 80 with reference to Cyril Alex., Sp. [J 

ad SucwlSum: PG 77, 241BC and dialogue Quod Ilnll1 sit C'lrlstus: PG 75, 1285C; Durand, SC 97, 
362; De trillil. ad Hwn. dial. t: PG 75,692. Severns, however, refers to Apollinarius (Athanasius 
for him). 

328. Greg. Naz. according to Severns Ant., Ep.llad Serg.: Lebon, CSCO 120, 84-86. 
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mixis, so that hence in effect a third entity in the manner of mixing is 
excluded. Severus saw such a mixing in the one ousiil and one property 
of Christ proposed by Sergius. As a parallel expression for henosis, 
however, synthesis must fulfil certain conditions: excluded from the very 
outset was a para thesis because it effects only an extrinsic unity. But if, 
too, there must not occur any mixing, then the only possibility remain­
ing is to find on a new level a new status of substantial unity without 
the transformation of the components. This level is that of 'existence'; 
divinity and humanity in Christ 'exist only in the status of the synthesis' 
(tv uvvOtuel vq,euniJTwv). The opposite would be 'self-existence as 
monads' (tv J.IOVUUlV Mlouvu-rU-rOlC;). 329 With decisiveness Severus thus 
removed the concept of synthesis from the order of essences into that of 
existence. It becomes a parallel expression to 'henosis according to the 
hypostasis' which is always to be regarded as henosis 'from two' in the 
mental distinction. Hence it comes then to the strong formula 'one com­
posed nature' (/.I{a q,VUlC; uvvOe-roc;), which is gladly used by the anti­
Chalcedonians. In this way the formulas 'henosis according to the syn­
thesis' and 'henosis according to the hypostasis' have the same meaning. 
Consequently 'the one composed nature' becomes the characterization of 
the end result of that process which Severus sees expressed in his favourite 
formula: 'the one incarnate nature'. 

In spite of this, as J. Lebon stresses, this formula is found only seldom 
in the monophysite christological writers. Severus is the sole witness for 
miil physis (leai hypostasis) synthetos. 330 Some reasons can be adduced for this. 

(1) The first witness for the formula is found to be the Arian, Lucius 
of Alexandria (Patriarch 373-378);331 (2) Severus must have been 
hampered by the fact that Cyril of Alexandria appeared not to know 
this formula; 332 (3) the linguistic usage of Apollinarius must have 
created a suspicious impression: q,VUIC; uvvOe-roc; is the same as q,r5uu; 
uVYKpa-roc;.333 The expression was thus encumbered as much by its 
Arian-Apollinarian past as by its new misuse by Sergius the Grammarian. 

329. Leontius of Jerusalem, c. Mon. : PG 86, 1848A provides this text for Severus. Lebon, 
Chalkedon I, 476, n.59, wrongly has 'Leonce de Byzance'. 

330. Lebon, 319, with reference to Severus Ant., Ep. ad Ioann. ducem (CPG 7071 [31]), Prag. 
in DP, Ch.41, XXIV-XXV: Diekamp, 309-10, a passage which will concern us again later 
(Ps. Dionysius). 

331. Text in DP, Ch.9, XV: Diekamp, 65; English translation in CCT 12
, 245. Lucius 

defends the Logos-Sar"X unity without the soul of Christ. 
332. See, however, C)'l"il Alex., Ep. 46 ad Succensutll U: PG 77, 241BC. 
333. Cf. Apollin. , De I/II/olle 5: Ljetzmann, 187; AlltlCepllala~olis, n. 21: Lietzmann, 244; Ep. 1 

ad Dionys., n. 9: Lietzmmn, 260: the placing side by side of henosisj synodas, synthesis ((1vv(J£(fI(; 
dv(Jpw7ro£/(Stfc; = Christ). 
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In addition there was the fact that the Chalcedonians wanted to make 
capital out of the word synthesis for the 'two natures', as will become 
clear. 

Insofar as Severus accepted it, it was the same as saying a composed 
physis or a composed hypostasis. Both were synonymous with 'one nature 
of the incarnate Word'. For synthesis was for him not so much a static 
ontological end result, as rather the characterization of the historical pro­
cess of the assumption of the flesh by the Logos according to the 
hypostasis. To this characterization physis, hypostasis, synthetos Severus gave 
a twofold point: it banned from Christ both any division or duality as 
well as any mingling. Many variants on the fundamental formula 
appeared: 'the one composed physis (hypostasis) of the Logos' became 
'Logos synthetos',334 by which naturally the composition with the body 
is meant. Thus one ought not to introduce any 'composition' in the 
essence, the ousia, of the divine Logos himself. 'Synthesis' always refers 
to the historical henosis with the flesh. 

334. Cf. Lebon, 321, n. 2. 



CHAPTER TWO 

THE PREA CHER 

By H.-J. Hohn 

As the list of his great theological works previously presented shows us, 
Severus was in the first instance a sharp polemicist. Through his call 
to the patriarchal see of Antioch he received the chance to participate 
in the fight against Chalcedon also as a preacher. That he availed himself 
of this is shown by the series of his 125 cathedral homilies which he 
delivered during his Antiochene patriarchate.335 Indeed here too he 
cannot deny his polemical streak, as for him it is not possible to separate 
cleanly between the theologian and the pastor, between abstract 
christology that works with concepts and concrete preaching explaining 
the life of Jesus. To the stylistic means of his preaching belong both the 
traditional wealth of formulas, predominantly of Cyrillian stamp, and 
also the elevated ways of theological scholarly argumentation, that is, 
scriptural exegesis and patristic interpretation, as well as philosophical, 
rhetorical dialectic. Nevertheless, speculative analysis seems not to have 
been his forte. 336 His letters clearly show a predilection for canon law. 

I. CLASSIFICATION AND FUNDAMENTAL THEOLOGICAL 

STATEMENT OF THE HOMILIES 

According to their content and character the cathedral homilies can be 
subsumed into four groups:337 (1) sermons on the major feasts of the 

335. For a general introduction to this corpus, as well as for information on the history of 
the text and its tradition, see M. Briere, Les Homilies cathfdrales de severe d'Antioche. Introduction 
gil/ira Ie a toulrs les Iromelies, PO 29, 7-72. cf. on this F. Graffln, 'La catochese de S~vere 
d'Alltiochc', OrSyr 5 (1960). 47- 54; idem, 'jacques d'Edesse revheur des hom61ies de S~vere 
d'Antioche d'apres Je ms. Syriaque Br. M . Add. 12159', in Symposiu,1I Syrlacum = OCA 205 
(Rome, 1978), 243-55; C. J. A. Lash, 'The Scriptllr.ll Citations in the Homl/{at cat/redrales of 
Severus of Antioch and the Textual Criticism of the Greek Old Testament', in StrrdPat12 (1975), 
321-7. 

336. Cf. on this Lebon, Clralkedon I, 425-580, especially 451-576. 
337. Cf. A. Baumstark, 'Das Kirchenjahr in Antiocheia zwischen 512 und 518', RiimQ 11 

(1897), 31-66, especially 36ff. Baumstark's judgement of the literary and rhetorical quality of 
the first three groups is not very flattering: 'The pieces of the first group bear throughout the 
stamp of epideictic eloquence of orators. The strength of these ... declamations lies in a spirited 
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liturgical year; (2) sermons on martyrs and saints; (3) exegetical homilies 
on the pericope for the Sunday; and (4) occasional sermons, in part 
doctrinal and in part exhortatory. Because the homilies are arranged in 
a strictly chronological order. they enable us to gain an insight into the 
course of the Anriochene liturgical year, an insight which is not insigni­
ficant for an appreciation of religious life at that time.l18 If the homilies 
of the four groups are taken together, they permit an approximate 
picture of ecclesiastical and social relationships.339 For a reconstruction 
of Severan christology, those speeches which follow the Antiochene 
calendar of feasts and treat 'dogmatic' questions must be given most 
attention. Here Severus traverses the New Testament year after year, as 
it were in the perspective of a 'theology of the mysteries of the life of 
Jesus',340 in order to produce evidence for and to illustrate his anti­
Chalcedonian interpretation of the revelation of divinity and humanity, 
or the relationship of both, in Jesus Christ. In doing this he was less 
concerned with a reflection on the mysteries as happenings than with 
the soteriological and spiritual significance of these events. In the 
baptismal catecheses which were held each year on the Wednesday of Holy 
Week, he gladly settled accounts with real or supposed adherents of 
Nestorius, Eutyches, Apollinarius, Manes and others and thereby found 
the opportunity to offer condensed 'monophysite' dogmatics. 

Common to these homilies is a 'christology from above', which in 
the history of theology shows the greatest proximity to the conception 
of Cyril of Alexandria, as one would naturally expect. 

pathos of language. rather than in a strictly logicallin.e of thou gIlt ... there is never a concluding 
review. a cOIIlprehen!ive formulation of results g3ined' (36- 7). While a part of the sermons on 
saints stays 'in the manner of the rhetoric of the sophistic school with 311 enraptured panegyric 
of the ones being nOlloured. this occurring. however, often in generalitie$, anotber part gives 
a skctcll of the life or . .. an aCCo\mt of the passio'. Now :lnd then 'moral :ldmonitions are urged 
and at tbe end, if ~:lints posse$s their own church in Antioch, the speaker frequently has still 
to express some pious begging for some pressing needs of tlle same' (37). Also in the third group 
tlle peculiarity of tbe sophistic epidelkllkos is 'still quite frequently to be noticed and to no small 
extent impairs a sound interpretation of Scripture' (38). Of most interest to Baumstark are ~he 
speeches of the founh group. whic.b are tied to various occajions, because there Severu~ appears 
in his immediate rebtionship to the community and cultivates ·a direct fonn of preaching. 

338. cf. on this A. Baumstark, art. dl. , and RiimQ 13 (1899), 305- 23; Idem, 'Der 
antiochenische Festkalender des £rohen sechsten Jahrhunderts' , fLW 5 (1925) (123-35) , 132-5. 

339. d. on this, for example, F. Graffin , 'La vie ~ Allfiocbe d'apres les homclie$ de Severe. 
Invectives cont:J;e les courses de chevaux. Ie th6at[c et les jeux olympiqucs' , in G. Wiessner (00.). 
Erke/llltllisse Uri/I Mei/lUngell n = GOF Syri"'11 17 (Wicsbaden, 1978), 115-30. On the somewhat 
unsettled rdlgious situation in Antioch during the patriarchate of Severo!, see G. Downey. A 
History oj A lltioeh in Syria from Seltl/c/IJ /0 the Arab Conquest (Princeton, 1961). 507- 13. 

340. On the devdopment of thi, topos since the patriAlic period $ee A. Grillme.ier, 'Mit ihm 
und in ihm. Das Mysterium und die Mysterien Christi', in idem. Mit ihm und in ihm, 716-35 
(literature) . 
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The Logos is true, immutable God and Son of the Father, who also through the incarnation 
does not lose or weaken his divinity. Indeed to the earthly Jesus was given a soul endowed with 
reason - he is a complete human being and 'is like us in all things but sin' (Heb 4,15) - yet 
it does not appear to be a theological factor of the salvific efficacy of Christ. For it is the 
constant effort of Severus to conceive of Christ as the Logos 'who has become flesh for the 
sake of our salvation', this to the degree that there consistently arises the notion of a 'hegemony 
of the Logos', through which every restriction or lessening of the divinity of the Incarnate 
One is intended to be warded off. Where the Patriarch has recourse to the mia-physis formula, 
he understands it as it were as the conceptual re-enactment of the event of the incarnation. 
The gaze is always directed towards the Logos, first in considering his pre-existence, and 
then his incarnation, passion and ascension, so that everything appears as the history of the 
one divine nature of the Logos. For this reason the incarnation is for the Patriarch nothing 
less than the historical combination of the purely divine mode of existence and of the truly 
human reality in this one Logos who is one physis, one hypostasis and one person, but indeed 
as incarnate.341 

If in the following Severus himself is very frequently given the floor, 
the intention behind this is to characterize his theology by his own 
methods and not to qualify it from the outset from the point of view 
of 'orthodoxy'. First of all it will be a question of working out the claim 
to validity and the aspect of truth of a mitJ-physis christology, that is, 
of disclosing those reasons from which Severus deduces the justification 
for rejecting the two-natures formula of the Council of Chalcedon. Only 
after these reasons have been reconstructed and understood is it possible 
to proceed to evaluate them. In view of the composition of the cathedral 
homilies, a twofold approach for such a reconstruction offers itself. 
In a first stage we ought to examine the repertoire of figures of speech, 
metaphors, examples, polemical passing shots, etc., which Severus 
utilizes to elucidate his catechetical message. In a second stage it is 
particularly a matter of examining those key passages which characterize 
Severus as a 'dogmatician'. Certain overlappings and repetitions in this 
process are consciously accepted, because a concentric circling of a 
theological position can develop a considerably greater degree of vividness 
than a strictly linear progression of thought. 

341. In nearly every homily are to be found formulas of confession in the mia-physis language: 
'Jesus Christ is one from two, from the divinity and from the humanity, which possess their 
respective integritas according to the particular form of the essence (notio). The same is truly God 
and truly a human being and he is known in one "ypos(lIsls. One is the person, one the incarnate 
nature of the Logos ... ; although he 1s from the same essence as we are, yet elevated above 
sin and alteration, we do not affirm, nevertheless, that he has relinquished being of the same 
essence as God the Father' (Hom 61: PO 8, 264). Cf. similarly: Hom 20: PO 37, 60; Hom 21: 
PO 37, 78-80; Hom 33: PO 36, 428; Hom 42: PO 36, 48; Hom 58: PO 8, 216-218; Hom 70: 
PO 12, 36-38; Hom 80: PO 20, 330; Hom 93: PO 25, 45-46; Hom 94: PO 25, 54-55; 
Hom 109: PO 25, 771; Hom 115: PO 26, 313-314; Hom 125: PO 29, 240. 
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II. 'MYSTERIES OF THE LIFE OF JESUS' ACCORDING 

TO A KERYGMA OF THE MIA PHYSIS 

Severus' entire theology, the exposition of the mysteries of the life of 
Jesus as well as the discussion of individual christological questions, is 
a variation of the one fundamental insight into the unity of the subject 
in Jesus Christ, which is the Logos; he 'has' become flesh without his 
having been transformed into flesh (cf. Hom23: P037, 117-126). In 
this way 'subject' is not contrasted with 'nature', but is understood con­
cretely as the "ypostasis of the Son in his God nature. Correspondingly, 
the beginning of the earthly existence of the God-human being, Jesus 
Christ. is depicted entirely in the style of a 'descending christology', 
in which nevertheless the anthropological, soteriological element is 
throughout rightfully acknowledged. Thus the proclamation through 
Gabriel of the birth of Jesus (Lk 1,26-38) reveals not simply 'that God 
the Logos. who is without beginning and eternal, in an inexpressible 
way, without change and mixing. dwells in the virgin womb and 
assumes flesh' (Hom 2; PO 38, 278); it unveils as well the salvinc 
character of this event (ibid., 280): 

The Lord assumed flesh from the womb of the Virgin of our substance and ... blessed the 
origin of our race. If he had not gone through all of these phases, sin excepted, if he had 
not assumed flesh in the womb, if he had not been formed during the period of nine months 
and if he had not been born, he would not have taken away the curse which was issued 
against Eve. 

Although Severus constantly emphasizes that the Logos has assumed 
flesh which was animated by a soul endowed with reason and under­
standing, he just as often draws attention to the fact that this event is 
due entirely to divine initiative. The Logos who is consubstantial with 
the Father has 'not received this flesh from the seed of man, but from 
the Holy Spirit, who apart from every desire worked this conception 
in a creative and divine manner' (Hom 101: PO 22, 267). 

The confession 'born from Mary the Virgin' possesses for this reason 
a correspondingly high value.342 Occasionally, objections presented and 
philologically supported criticism are vehemently rejected (Hom 83: 
PO 20, 412-413): 

342. Cf., for example, Hom 7: PO 38,316; Hom 10: PO 38,360; Hom 14: PO 38,408-410; 
Hom 36: PO 36,468-470; Hom 83: PO 20, 412-413; Hom 101: PO 22,267. On this see also 
J.-M. Sauget, 'Une decouverte inesperee: L'homelie 2 de Sev~re d'Antioche sur l'Annonciation 
de la Theotokos', in R. H. Fischer (ed.), A Tribute 10 Arthur ViiiibliJ. SIJldia in Early Christian 
Literature and its Env(ronmetlt, Prlnrarlly III the Syrioll Basi (Chicago, 1977), 55-62; E. Porcher, 
'Un discours sur la sainte vicrge par severe d'Antioche', ROC 20 (1917), 416-23. 
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But the unbelieving Jews, who distort what is right and in so doing turn against the Holy 
Spirit, say that some of them who have interpreted the holy books translate: 'See, a young 
girl will conceive' and not 'See, a virgin will conceive.' A young girl is a woman who is 
married and has known her husband. But the divine books throughout also give to a virgin 
the appellation of a young girl. Correspondingly it says in the Book of Deuteronomy 
(Dr 22.27) about the rape of a small maiden in a remote spot: 'the betrothed maiden uttered 
a cry. but there was no one who could protect her'. Then it is certain that that person who 
cried there was a virgin, before he raped her. 

Like the virginal conception, the remaining circumstances of the birth 
of Jesus are also proof of the divine oikonomia, sign of God's mercy and 
expression of his love towards the world. It is precisely the ordinariness 
of his coming which is the most expressive image for the unreservedness 
and unsurpassability of the incarnation of the Logos. 

Like a king who Wilnes to sojourn in a small town. which is unknown and utterly in no 
position to support hi~ sojourn, who often makes himself small and suppresses the size of 
the proud appearance or of the pomp which surrounds him, in order to be able to be accepted 
by this town; consequently he cannot come as a king and deny in a general way who he 
is, so too the Son and Logos of the Father, the inconceivable and infinite, wanted to come 
into the world under a human form ... (Hom 63: PO 8, 296) 

With all his stressing of the historicity of the salvific event, Severus 
insists again and again, however, that the notion of an alteration of the 
divine nature or of its mixing with the human nature ought not to creep 
into the picture of the incarnation. Naturally it holds that Jesus Christ 
'is one without division and without mingling of the two natures, 
namely of divinity and humanity' (Hom 14: P038, 410). This funda­
mental formula of his christology should not be missing in preaching 
either, any more than the mia-physis formula itself. 

For it is impossible that the uncreated and immutable nature should change into a creature 
or that something from what is created should be transformed and pass over into the 
uncreated being. Rather he remained what he was and has united himself hypostatically with 
a body which possesses a rational soul in such a way that out of two natures, out of the 
uncreated divinity and the created humaniry, he has appeared to us as a single Christ. a single 
Lord, and a single person (ProSOPOII), a single hypostasis. a single incarnate nature of the Logos. 
(Hom 38: PO 8,216-217) 

According to Severus there is no New Testament witness that can be 
adduced for dividing up Christ into two natures after the union. Each 
episode of his earthly life substantiates the opposite: from the outset 
the Magi, who learned of the birth of Jesus through the observation 
of the stars, testify to the fact that he is 'God and king in one' (cf. 
Hom 36: PO 36, 466). The question of how the unity of the natures 
is to be thought of more closely Severus can answer only negatively. 
Excluded first of all will be any version of adoptionism, according to 
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which the Logos 'appropriated' a child already existing in the womb 
of the Virgin. 'If it had been so, the Logos himself did not assume flesh 
and become a human being, but hI! made a person (prosopon) his own, 
and consequently after the union of this kind one must count two 
natures, two hypostases and two persons' (Hom 38: PO 8, 222). The 
incarnation of the Logos cannot be thought of as a happening in the 
manner like, for example, the transformation of the staff of Moses into 
a snake or the light in Egypt into darkness. That would be an alteration, 
as this occurs in corporeal things which are subjected to quantity and 
quality (Hom42: PO 36, 50). 

Here too the body-soul analogy is too feeble to explain the mystery, 
and leads finally into a 'negative theology', which, through waiving an 
explanation of the mysterium, expresses more than comparisons that are 
rash . 

. . . we know that the soul is united to the body by Dature without our being able to say 
how And in what way, for this SIll'p3sses our power of undentanding. Thus we also know 
in reference to the Emmanuel that the Logos partidpatcd in blood and flesh as we do by 
nature and at the same time in a supernatural way. if one wanU to say 'how', this surpasses 
every word and every thought. (Hom 58: PO 8, 219)343 

A certain aid for understanding in the form of metaphors, which 
Severus expands explicitly in his polemical works, is found also in his 
sermons: the reciprocal permeation of wood and fire in the glowing 
coal344 or the picture of the burning bush (Ex3,2-4).345 With the 
already known explication of the motif of the Ark of the Covenant 
(kibotos) with its imputrescible, but still mutable and burnable wood 
(see above, p. 87, n. 215), a symbol is introduced for the sinlessness of 
Jesus, and thus a core problem is addressed which is encountered in 
all further remarks on the mysteries of the life of Jesus. It concerns the 
question. how the union of the human nature with the Logos affects 

343. Cf. Hom 44: PO 36, 96-98: 'We say that the human being, ours, which is composed 
from a soul and 11 body and which is in a single hypostasis, is 3 mortal, rational animal; still 
on the one side it is mortal through the body. on the other side ratiOl131 through the soul: never­
theless it is still the whole animal which is called mortal and which as whole is characterized 
QS rational; 3~d the elements from which it is composed in a natural way are not mingled and 
it is not at all divided into LWO. It is also this way with the Emmanuel, because he is one from 
two natures, and olle single I'ypostilsis and olle single ioca.rnate nature of the Logos, without 
in any way the elements baving to be mingled. from which the inexpressible unity comes to 
pass, and also, while one remain~. without furnishing access to the duality from which the divi­
sion arises. For he, who is really one, will never be two; and if be proceeds to become two, 
he has necessarily ceased to be one.' 

344. Cf. Hom 48: PO 35, 316-317; Hom 90: PO 23, 153-154. 
345. Cf. Hom 109: PO 25, 752-755. 
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the human.3-46 The line of Severus' fundamental response is that the 
hypostatic union in no way signifies a lessening of the corporeal. The 
weakening of its reality would only apparently be of advantage to a 
more unambiguous stressing of the divinity of Jesus, and would obstruct 
rather than free us to perceive how unreserved the incarnation of the 
Logos is. Indeed the dramatic event concerning the flight of the holy 
family to Egypt demonstrates to Severus the necessity of adhering to the 
physical reality and relevance of the body of Jesus for the sake of the 
historicity of the incarnation. 

For it would have been necessary that - as in the case of an hallucination - he be invisible, 
in order to deceive the sight of those who saw him and to escape the hands of Herod, if 
he has appeared to us really only in imagination and he has given himself a heavenly or 
aetherial body and not that which is like ours. But this impure and ungodly opinion has 
been driven away and widely rebuffed by the angel who turned to sleeping Joseph 
(Mt 2,13.20). (Hom 8: PO 38,332) 

Jesus' stance with regard to Jewish law substantiates just as much the 
concreteness of the self-surrender of the Logos to the world; Jesus 
'submits to circumcision which is assigned to him, he offers a pair of turtle 
doves and two small doves; he fulfils everything that stands in the law' 
(Hom 10: PO 38, 356). Even more emphatically fonnulated is the 
removal of the 'phantasmagoria' of Arius, Eutyches, and the Manichaeans 
in the sermon on the baptism of Jesus.347 

If Uesus Christ] is not one from two without mingling, that is, from divinity and humanity, 
and thus a single hypostasis of the incarnate God-Logos, he would not have said: 'You are' 
(cf. Mk 1,11), but: 'That one who is in you is my Son.' For if the humanity by nature was 
so separated from the divinity, the consequence would have been that it also like us needed 
adoption ... But what he was by nature, we will be by grace. (Hom 38: PO 36, 490) 

Such figures of argument are able to be applied against Chalcedon 
and the Nestorians because they are accused of the same error, namely 
assuming the continuation of the duality of natures after the inseparable 
union of divinity and humanity. 'If this were correct, [God's voice at 
the descent of the Holy Spirit after the baptism] would have said: "In 
this there is my Son!" and not: "This is my Son!". But because he said 

346. Cf. Hom 67: PO 8, 358-359. 
347. The Antiochene calendar of feasts assigns the homilies 10, 38, 62, 85, 103 and 117 to 

the feast of the Epiphany of the Lord: 'The name of the feast was ta phota, its character completely 
that of a baptismal feast. The old significance of a birth feast of Christ seems to have been forgot­
ten' (A. Baumstark, 'Das Kirchenjahr in Antiocheia', 54). Cf. on this too J. Mateos, 'Theologie 
du baptl!me dans Ie formulaire du severe d'Antioche', in Symposium Syriacum = OCA 197 
(Rome, 1974), 135~1; B. Botte, 'Le bapteme dans l'Eglise syrienne', OrSyr 1 (1956) (137-55), 
148-55. 
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expressly: "This one there is my Son!" (cf. Mt 3,17), he has shown that 
the one who is seen, because he has become flesh, is also, as the same 
according to nature, the invisible Logos and the true Son of the Father' 
(Hom 10: PO 38, 362).348 In this way it is clear that only the stressing 
of the immediacy of the historical event takes seriously the incarnation 
of the one divine nature without encroaching on . ts divinity. For 
Severus, every speculation that the earthly Jesus only became the Son of 
God through the baptism in the Jordan is erroneous. 

For the word 'he is' (cf. Mt 3,17) shows the truth and identity according to essence in order 
to ward off the hideousness of Arius, who says: 'There was a time when the Son was not.' 
In fact he is eternal, just as the voice testifies, as it called in the name of the Father: 'This 
one there is my Sonl' For on the one hand it refers to creatures who come into existence 
in time, so that one says: 'He was' and 'he will be'; hut on the other hand God is eternal, 
he was limited neither in the past nor will be in the foture. But at all times he is present 
and he is without end, eternally the same and without any alteration. (Hom 10: PO 38, 362) 

According to Severus two elements constitute the theological signi­
ficance of the baptism in the Jordan. Firstly, it is a question of the revela­
tion of the Trinity of God, that is, of the dis losure of a knowledge 
of the unity in essence and hypostatic difference of Father, Son and 
Spirit. 349 'Just as the Father is in the Son and the Son is in the Father, 
so also is the Holy Spirit in the Father and in the Son on account of 
the unity of essence' (Hom 85: PO 23, 36). Severus thus finds in the 
salv.ific economic TIinity the revelation of the immanent Trinity. 
Secondly, the soteriological dimension of the baptism in the Jordan 
consists in the fact that Jesus on that occasion brought about the 
forgiveness of sins and 'opens heaven which since Adam was closed, and 
through this he shows that baptism has the power to clear the way to 

348. cf. also Hom 66: PO 8, 342: 'But if that one, who was baptized in the Jordan in our 
place and in accordance with the OINOIIOIII;". was not the Logos himself who assumed flesh. but 
if it is the boman being, separated and disti.nct from the Logos - according to the teaching 
of those, who think like NestoriIU and accept two naturcs aftcr the union - tben the Holy 
Spirit would have to descend upon the water like au IU and to soond the voice which came 
from the person of the Father. According to your opinion the water was divested of the Father 
and of the Spirit, because tbe voice W3S to be perccived only after the coming out (of the water). 
It is in fact after the coming out (of the water) that the descent of the Spirit in the form of 
a dove occurred. It is completely certain, bowever, that the Logos, who assumed flesh - for 
he is one and indivisible - when he stepped 'lnto the waten of the Jordan. possessed in bimself 
the father and the Spirit. because tbey have the same essence, nnd, after he climbed from the 
water, received the Spirit for us and was to hear for us this word: "You are my Son", so that 
through him we are named children, because on account of sin we had become opponents and 
enemies.' 

349. Cf. Hom 10: PO 38, 358-362; Hom 32: PO 36, 488; Hom 85: PO 23, 35-36; Hom 117: 
PO 26,350-351. See as well the letter ofSeverus to John Romanus: PO 12, no. XXIV, 219-222. 
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heaven' (Hom 10: PO 38, 358) and 'to shatter the power of the depraver' 
(ibid., 356). Correspondingly there is the fact that Jesus himself did not 
need the 'purification'; through the water of the Jordan sins were not 
forgiven him, but he, who was without sin, hallowed the water in 
advance for us. 

How would he have needed that, because he was born through the will of God for us to 
wisdom, justice and the forgiveness of sins? Then for us he received under the form of a 
dove the coming of the Holy Spirit whom he from nature already possessed, because he is 
of the same essence. And not only when he plunged under the water did he draw the witness 
of the Father who declared him as his Son and the descent of the Holy Spirit on him, so 
that no one should think that he, like us, attained sonship through baptism; for he possessed 
it in virtue of his essence, as too the Father and the Holy Spirit did. When he descended 
into the water for our sake and not for himself, he made baptism perfect. (Hom 66: 
PO 8, 341) 

We realize that Severus will succeed as little as Cyril in making the 
humanity of Christ the vessel of messianic gifts of the Spirit. The fear of 
giving the Arians an argument against the divinity of the Son, by the 
Son being made the 'recipient of the Spirit', dominated him in this, just 
as the intention, vis-ii-vis the Nestorians, not to allow this humanity to 
appear as independent subject or as person, by being the targeted recep­
tacle of the reception of the Spirit. The Spirit is, so to say, channelled 
through Jesus of Nazareth to the totality of humankind to be redeemed. 
In Cyril these problems were treated under the theme 'anointing'. 

For Severus the same hermeneutic is to be applied also to the fasting 
of Jesus and his temptation. When it says that he was led by the Spirit 
into the desert (cf. Mt 4,1) in order to be tempted by the devil, this does 
not mean any kind of necessity to which he was bound to subject himself 
(on his own account). Both are the expression of his voluntary humilia­
tion: it happened representatively for human beings and as a model of 
a victorious fight against the devil. 350 'How would the temptation have 
been necessary for him who has borne the sins of the world ... if he 
had not made my temptation his own, in order to bend the inflexible 
depraver for me?' (Hom 15: PO 38, 424). To the devil himself the 
divinity of Jesus has remained completely hidden, but for Severus it 
manifests itself in the fact that Jesus knows in advance his instructions 
and his plans.351 The revelation of his messianity is to be arranged 

350. Severus' interpretation of Jesus' forsakenness (Mt 27,46) and dread (Mt 26,38-39) also 
takes this direction: Jesus has assumed this human imperfection in order to &ee us from it. He 
is said to have had it in his power to be completely &ee of it. In such interpretations the anti­
Arianism of the fourth century was still active, being carried over into the fifth century through 
Cyril. Cf. Hom 59: PO 8, 237-242. 

351. Cf. Hom 15: PO 38, 424-426; Hom 66: PO 8, 345-349; Hom 105: PO 25, 647~49. 
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solely in accordance with the divine oikonomia; it determines also the time 
of his public appearance and work.352 

We see in the interpretation of Jesus' baptism and temptation that 
Severus does not know how to make the messianic pardoning of 
the humanity of Christ apparent to his hearers - for fear of giving the 
Arians and the Nestorians material to underpin their denial of the 
divinity of Christ or the true unity in Christ. 

With all this the framework is already established with which the 
deeds of Jesus, above all his miracles, are to be interpreted: 'The same, 
who without alteration has become truly a human being, was also by 
nature God. We deem the miracles not as repression or destruction of 
the flesh, but also the human-finite measure and the voluntary poverty 
not as denial or abolition of his divinity' (Hom 83: PO 20, 405). Severus 
seeks in his explanation of Matthew 14,22-33 to demonstrate into what 
aporiai the interpretation of the miracles which, like the Tomus Leonis 
and the Council of Chalcedon, underpins the two-natures formula, 
becomes entangled. 

Let us distinguish for each of the natures what is characteristic of it, and let us call 
characteristic what each does! In the same way as the Word, who can be neither touched 
nor seen, was seen and touched, so is the same who heals, walks over the lake. Do we now 
say that it is his characteristic work that he walked on the water? They give us this as an 
answer, those who after the union introduce two natures, that this is the divine nature. But 
how would this be the characteristic of the divinity to walk on corporeal feet. and not that 
of the human nature? And how is it not foreign to a human being to walk over the sunace 
of the water? Hence it is time for you to seek a third nature to which you can ascclbe an 
action of this kind. (Hom 4: PO 38, 302) 

Not two persons, not a third mixed nature explain the miracles of 
Christ, but - this Severus intends to impart to his hearers - only the 
'one incarnate nature of the Logos'! But can the mia physis give this 
without contradiction? Can it guarantee the immutability of God? 

Apparently Severus' fundamental axiom of the immutability of the 
incarnate nature of the God-Logos was not so evident for his listeners 
that further critical enquiry and counter-questioning were absent. So he 
had to offer a considerable amount of theological rhetoric to rebut 
the conjecture that the event of the transfiguration, should it not have 
happened purely in the imagination of the apostles, proves an alteration 
with regard to the person of Jesus. Severus saves himself here with 

352. Cf. Hom 119: PO 26 on the question, why it was only at the wedding feast of Cana 
that the time of his official ministry began: of necessity the Jews would have been even more 
in doubt about him; hatred and unbelief would certainly have been the effect of an earlier miracle, 
because 'it was not the time, appropriate for the human being. to effect such things' (421). 
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reference to the fact that Jesus could be no other than the one who 
he was: 

Is it, thus, that the fact that he allowed to shine forth his own countenance in a radiance 
which is worthy of God, like the sun. and that his clothes glistcp.ed from the brilliance of 
the light. lets recognize, or shows, any alte.ration in being. so that he has ceased to be a 
human being. which he in truth wanted to become without alteration, disregarding the fact 
that he remained God? O£ is it above aU so, which is really true, that namely he was the 
same who ignited a small spark of his personal sublimity for revelation, disregarding the fact 
that he wanted to confirm the thought of the disciples, insofar as that was possible? (Hom 42: 
PO 36, 5~_54)3S3 

The gradual revelation of the messiahship of Jesus. taking place in 
accordance with the oikonomia. is also the principal theme of the inter­
pretation of the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. which is in part strongly 
allegorized. 

When our Lord and God Jesus Christ came to the point, because he surrendered himself 
volunta.c1y to the salviHc cross to fulfil in that the whole oikonomia, in order to take upon 
hinuclf for us every contempt and ignominy and to debase himself even to death . . . he 
arranged it in such a way that his entry into the Jerusalem of God was worthy and happened 
in a symbolic way, since he announced to us through this his second glorious advent. 
(Hom 20: PO 37, 46) 

Severus' depiction of the passion and crucifIXion comprises a fundamental 
discussion with the basic contemporary christological positions. in the 
centre of which stood the problem of the suffering of Jesus. The style 
and content of his argumentation are shaped by his endeavour on the 
one side to entangle the two-natures formula in contradictions. and on 
the other side to show that in his understanding of the hypostatic union 
such problems do not even arise. 

Perhaps some of those, who after the inexpressible union divide our single Lord and God 
Jesus Christ into the duality of natures, will ask themselves ... : 'Who is it that cries out 
on the cross; My God. my God, why have you forsaken me (Mt 27,46 par)?' Por us it is 
the God-Logos, who without alteration 1m become flesh. who has cried that out. who 1m 
voluntarily becolm poor for uS and who, insofar as he has become a human being. has called 
his God Father. Por be was nailed on the cross, insofar as that body wa~ nailed on it with 
wbich he is united in a hypostatic manner. For he has remained impassihle, insofar as he 
is God, but he is not a stranger to suffering; the body which has suffered belongs to him 
and to no one else; hence it occurs rightfully if one believes that the suffering indeed belongs 
to him. You, however, when you say that there is a difficulty here, in your stupidity take 
away &om his flesh that which is united with it. (Hom 22: PO 37,88) 

Severus attempts to avoid a logical contradiction and the heresy of 

353. Cf. similarly Hom 60: PO 8, 249: 'In his countenance he shone like the sun of the divine 
glory and in his clothes, in which he was dressed, he hecame white like light. For he himself 
was the sun of justice.' On the understanding of the transfiguration, as Severns has presented 
it in his altercation with Julian of Halicamassus, see ahove n. 210. 
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theopaschism (that is, that the God-Logos suffered in his divinity) by 
b~ing able to express under two different aspects two different, mutually 
exclusive characteristics of Jesus Christ: with regard to his divinity he 
remained impassible; with regard to the flesh he suffered (cf. Hom 109: 
PO 25,767-768). 

If Peter ... had not known the incarnate Logos, who also suffered for us, as the single 
Christ, he would not have said of him in his letter (1 Pet 4,1): 'Christ suffered for us in 
the flesh', but he would have spoken of the two christoi . . . If he had not known that the 
same, insofar as he is God, is impassible, but, insofar as he is a human being, is passible, 
he would not have added 'in the flesh'. For this unity of the God-Logos with his flesh is 
sublime and inseparable. It draws this special character to itself, that is, the addition of the 
differentia sped/ICa: in the flesh. (Hom 22: PO 37,88) 

Severus considers as correspondingly erroneous the question, posed 
according to the manner of the Sophists, which of the two natures was 
nailed to the cross or whether the side which was pierced by the soldier's 
lance belonged to humanity or divinity. 

For if that one, who was by nature without body, became embodied on account of the 
oikonomia for our sakes - without alteration - this body is altogether his and the side of 
the body is in every way completely his. (ibid., 1(0) 

Here Severus could have reached agreement with the Chalcedonians. 
These only put more precisely that it is the one divine hypostasis, that 
is, the one divine subject, which suffered not in the nature of the 
divinity, but only in the nature of the humanity. 

A similar problem is raised by the question, to what extent the death 
of Jesus is to be conceived as a separation of body and soul, if the 
hypostatic union is to be understood as an insoluble union of the Logos 
with his body animated by a rational soul. There had been an interpreta­
tion which had assumed that the death of Jesus meant a separation of 
the Logos from his body.354 At the time of Severus the position could 
be regarded as already obsolete. Skirting around ontological considera­
tions, he sees in the death of Jesus predominantly the dimension of the 
vicarious effecting of salvation. With his last words on the cross 
(especially Lk 23,46: 'Father, into your hands I commend my spirie), 
Jesus wanted 'to sanctify the departure of our soul; for us, when we 
depart this life, he gives over into the hands of the heavenly Father our 
spirit, which shall no longer be caught in the clutches of death and in 
the fetters of sin' (ibid., 104). What death means in general, and 
specifically for Jesus, remains in such a perspective largely unconsidered. 

354. On the theologoumenon of the separation of the Lo§os in death, see A. Grillmeier, 'Der 
Gottessohn im Totenreich', in idem, Mit ihm und in ihm ( 1978) (75-174), 108-142. 
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On the one hand the soul is separated from the body by the will of him who governs all 
things, and on the other hand the God-Logos - for he is the one who governs them -
unites each of the elements in a hypostatic manner in such an unsurpassable unity . . . On 
the basis of this union he destroys - with respect to the body - corruption and gives life 
back to those who are in the grave ... With respect to his soul ... the God-Logos, because 
he unites hypostatically to himself a soul, does not leave the body empty nor robbed of the 
unity which is proper to it. 355 

On occasions, however, Severus places the death ofJesus in a final large 
framework, when he refers to the fact that the cross of Jesus mediated 
to us the knowledge of the Trinity. 356 

As with Christ's death on the cross, a similar way of thinking IS 

applied to the interpretation of the descensus ad inferos. 

For he has descended into the lower regions of the earth not with the divinity alone, ... 
but in an inexpressible way united with the soul which the good shepherd surrendered for 
his sheep (d. Jn 10,11). He appeared to the souls confined there to free those over whom 
death reigned. (Hom 49: PO 35, 350) 

Hades or Sheol has for Severus only a meaning for the time before Christ. 
With the descent of the Son of God into the netherworld the end of 
Sheol has come, because he freed the souls bound in it.357 An epoch in 
the history of salvation has come to a close. 

The real fulfilment of the ages, however, is guaranteed through the 
resurrection, ascension or exaltation of Christ. With the ascent, the descent 
of Emmanuel reached its final meaning. Severus has here once again 
an explicit christological interest, that is, one that concerns the being 
of Christ. If the Logos before the incarnation was 'single and not 
composite. incorporeal. and after the incarnation one from two' 
(Hom 24: PO 37. 136), then the mysteries of the completion of the life 
of Jesus in no way signify an alteration of his divinity as such, but only 
their definitive revelation in the event of the incarnation. 

Thus he who has ascended into heaven is no other than he who descended from there ... 
And if he also descended without flesh and has ascended with the flesh, this is so precisely 
for this reason that he is one and the same, it is also he and no other who has ascended. 

355. Hom 22: PO 37, 105. On the history of the development of these notions that are 
connected with the descensus Christi, see the article just cited. 

356. See the letter of Severos to John Romanus: PO 12, no. XXIV, 220-222. Through the 
sign of the cross we show 'that it is through the cross that we have obtained knowledge in 
the Trinity .. .' (221). Cf. also Hom 24: PO 37, 134-144; Hom 71: PO 12, 52-70. 

357. Cf. W. de Vries, 'Die Eschatologie des Severos von Antiochien', OCP 23 (1957) 
(354-80), 361-2; Severos does not speak of the fact that the liberated souls have entered 
immediately with Christ into heaven; but he often emphasizes that Christ 'has ascended to 
heaven, while he bore all of us in himself, because he had become flesh in our condition' (Hom 71: 
PO 12, 66; Hom 90: PO 23, 158; Hymn 105 on the feast of the ascension: PO 6, 143-144). 
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[But if one assumes on the contrary the Chalcedonian formula of one hypostasis in two natures, 
then he who has ascended is other than the one who descended) (Horn 47: PO 35, 313)358 

Here Severus takes into account the history of salvation schema to interpret 
the event of descent and ascent. The means for this is the early Christian 
typology. For this endeavour we shall select a summary representative 
passage concerning Joseph-Jesus. 

Joseph was sold by his brothers, so too Christ by Judas. He was thrown into a pit and he 
rose up out of it, as Jesus was laid in the grave and rose. He was robbed of his colourful 
robe, as too our Saviour of his seamless woven garment. He descended towards Egypt, as 
also did the Emmanuel into this world. He was thrown into gaol, he allowed the cup-bearer 
and servant of the Pharaoh, who was locked up there, to come out, he ruled in Egypt, 
as our Saviour too appeared in the regions of Sheol, ... who with the flesh has returned 
to heaven - he who SUs the universe in an incorporeal and unrestricted way. (Hom 80: 
PO 20, 327) 

In the course of our study, time and again we had the opportunity 
to refer to the significance of the return of Christ and his function as judge 
of the world. Severus is no exception to this. As a homilist he is inclined 
to stress the severity of the judgement of God (Hom 80: PO 20, 334). 
All creatures, all beings with a rational, freely responsible intellectuality, 
are gathered before the judgement seat of Christ at the end of the 
ages. With regard to this Severus shares the views of his time. 359 The 
image of the Son of Man coming again in glory as judge is also a 
favourite theme of his. 360 In his writings the protology is combined 
with eschatology when he compares the condition in paradise with that 
after the judgement. The re-establishment of the paradisal condition of 
imputrescibility and immortality does not satisfy him as the fruit of 
Christ's work of salvation. After the judgement humanity does not 
return again into paradise; rather, on the basis of the incarnation Christ 
introduces us in a new fashion into the kingdom of heaven.361 

358. Cf. also Hom 24: PO 37, 134-144; Hom 71: PO 12, 52-70. 
359. Cf. W. de Vries, art. cit., 367-74. A detailed depiction of the last judgement is found 

in Homily 73 on the holy martyr Barlaha: PO 12, 90-96. 
360. Severus Ant., Hymnus 87: PO 6, 127-128. The return of the Son of Man constitutes 

the main content of letter 71 to the deaconess Anastasia: PO 14, 107-117. 
361. Severos Ant., Ep.96 to Solon, Bishop of !sauria: PO 14, 183: 'That Christ by means 

of his Incarnation raised or raises us to these primitive conditions is certain. But this must be 
understood as far as concerns incorruption and the abolition of death ... That Emmanuel invites 
us to prizes and crowns that surpass the primitive state, making our right actions means of sup­
port for further assistance, and that he does not raise us to Paradise again, but introduces us 
in a new fashion into the kingdom of Heaven, is manifest and is never a matter of doubt, not 
even to those who are very perverse.' In the context Severos refers to Gregory Nazianzen, 
Gregory of Nyssa and Chrysostom. 
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III. THE CREDO OF THE CATECHUMENS - THE 

ANTI-CHALCEDONIAN CATECHESIS 

On several occasions Severus found the opportunity to present 
programmatically and systematically his fundamental christological posi­
tion in an elevated proclamation. Besides his address after his elevation 
as Patriarch of Antioch 362 and the sermons occasioned by visiting some 
surrounding places (Hom 53-61), it is particularly the annual homilies 
for the catechumens which provide information about the style of 
argumentation and manner of thinking characteristic of Severus in his 
catechesis (Hom 21, 42, 70, 90, 109, 123). 

The construction and content of individual baptismal catechetical homilies exhibit the same struc­
tural elements each time.363 The broadly constructed introduction begins with the report of a 
biblical account of a theophany (e.g. of Ex 19,16-19: Hom 21; Ex 3,10-13: Hom 109). To it 
is related the content and claim of every further catechetical instruction, in which, supported 
by scripture and tradition, it is a question of nothing other than the bringing to mind of God's 
self-manifestation. After this there comes a brief explanation of the credo with its fundamental 
trinitarian and christological statements, nevertheless not following a precisely determined version 
of the Nicaenum andlor the Constantinopolitanum. The sketch of salvation-history, as the baptismal 
creed offers a model of this, also forms the thematic guide for the major part of the homily­
catechesis, which has as its focus a reflection on the incarnation of the Logos. To this belongs 
each time as well a succinct theology of the mysteries of the life of}esus, which is full of polemical 
sideswipes at the Arians, Manichaeans, Apollinarians (who anonymously could still smuggle in 
so much of their christologicallanguage), Eutychians, Nestorians and Chalcedonians. The homily 
ends with an incidental description and theological interpretation of the rite of baptism. 

Severus formulates his theological preoccupation in a particularly trenchant way in three 
anathemas which he uttered against the exponents of the most important dogmatic counter­
positions (Hom 109: PO 25, 770-771). 

(1) If anyone says that the Word of God brought the flesh from heaven or that it is from 
another matter or that it has transformed itself into flesh, or that it has thickened or hardened 
itself, like ice from water, or that it has assumed a form, like the impression of a seal [in 
soft wax], or that it appears like a phantom or ghost or dream image, and if he does not 
confess that the Son of God, who was without flesh and blood before the ages, has assumed 
flesh which is of the same essence as we are, from the Holy Spirit and the holy mother of 
God, the Virgin Mary, in a hypostatic union ... , let him be far from the grace of the true 
and divine incarnation. 

(2) If anyone has imagined the flesh of our Lord without soul and reason and in this way 
has caused the perfection of the incarnation to disintegrate, may he inherit the lot of the 
foolish and senseless virgins, so that the door of the marriage chamber remains closed before 
his nose and the hope of a future life is taken from him. 

(3) If anyone does noc confess that the Word of God, who became flesh and a human 
being without alteration - a'lthougb he names him as sole Son, sole Lord, sole Christ, sole 
person, sole hypostasis, sole incarnate nature. of tbe Word - but not that he [the Word] 
is impassible, insofar OIS he is God and that be, in accordance with the holy books, suffered 

362. Hom 1; see jdChr 11/1, 318-19; CCT 11/1, 281-2. 
363. On the following cf. J. Gribomont, 'La catechese de Severe d'Antioche et Ie Credo', ParOr 

6/7 (1975176), 125-58; F. Graffin, art. cit. (n.335), 47-54. 
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in the flesh, and if anyone says the flesh was altered or mingled with the divine being, let 
him be anathema and delivered over to terrible and unending sufferings. 

Key passages of Severan christology are found also in remarks about 
the correct understanding of the hypostatic union. Severus assimilates the 
union of divine and human natures to the moment that the Logos dwelt 
in the Virgin and thus the body animated by a rational soul too began 
to exist. The arguments which had once been formed against early 
Christian adoptionism and Nestorianism were now applied to supporters 
of the two-natures teaching. 

Show us one instant in which, while they exist, the body, or better still the human nature 
with which he united himself, did not partake of the Logos, and I must say that there are 
two natures I But because they exist in an inseparable manner, I do not have the courage 
to destroy through duality the hypostatic union, which cannot be ripped asunder. 

It must also be explained why we, when we speak of two natures, add with regard to 
them: 'which in their particular aspect (notion particuliere) are intact'. [Severos shows this with 
the body-soul comparison.] The spiritual soul is as soul something intact and perfect. For 
the soul receives the body not as a complement to its existence. For it exists also as separated 
&om this in its separatedness (isolement) through itself ... Nevertheless the soul, which is 
whole in its singularity and whole under its regard, proceeds to be a part of the human being 
when it is united to the body. Equally the body as body is something whole, which according 
to the definition of the body and under its particular aspect (notion particuliere) lacks nothing. 
Nevertheless it is in the totality of the living being only part. 

Hence we say also with regard to the Emmanuel that in this way the union took place, 
that is, &om the divinity and &om the humanity which under this particular aspect are entire. 
For these elements, which in the union have the function (taxis) to be parts, in order to 
form a single hypostasis, do not lose the integrity proper to them, because they are joined 
together without mingling and diminution. (Hom 70: PO 12, 38-40) 

The Antiochenes, earlier so sensitive to the denouncing of their 
teachers and heretics, must now hear from the pulpit of their own 
cathedral that men like Theodoret and Nestorius do not accept a real 
hypostatic union, but only a unity of love, 'which is founded on a 
connection of mercy and love ... it comprises not the birth of God who 
has become flesh, but rather excludes the birth and denies it and does 
not assent to the fact that the Virgin became the mother of God 
(theotokos), (Hom 58: PO 8, 224). From the pulpit Severus certainly 
attributes to the Council of Chalcedon the intention of meaning one 
person with its 'one hypostasis in two natures'. All the same, he did not 
succeed in discovering in it the true dogma of the incarnation. 

But if there is in reality one single hypostasis, there will also be one single incarnate nature 
of the God-Logos. Or, if there are two natures, there will also necessarily be two hypostases 
and two persons and the Trinity will be devised as a quaternity. But, so say these godless 
ones, we hold on to two natures and a single person (prosopon) and unite these two natures 
through the appellation as Christ, Son and Lord, and through the power [hence only through 
a moral bond] ... We say ... that this distinction is insidious and deceitful and has for 
its goal to let us assent to what is not, and vice versa to declare as false what is real. (ibid., 225) 
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Directed to the Chalcedonians (= the 'Nestorians') once again is a 
similar reflection on the trinitarian implications and complications which 
Severus, together with other opponents of the Council, finds in the 
two-natures formula. 

If there is not one nature and one single incarnate hyposl4Sis of the God-Logos, it is utterly 
necessary that consequently we add falsely to the Trinity a fourth person. For the duality 
establishes each nature in itself, separate and for itself, and if once the human nature is distinct 
from the Logos [which for Severos means separate], one necessarily has to ascribe to it a 
proper person. And when it is time, the heavenly throne will reject that one which is foreign. 
and not only because he is foreign, but more still because he is a supernumerary; for how 
is that one not a supernumerary who makes a quaternity from the Trinity and introduces 
into heaven and allows to live there a human being who was made God, and who simulta­
neously regards him as uncreated and a creature worthy of worship and suddenly creates 
and assembles a new God, as the pagans· are accustomed to fabricate and to name such 
falsely as gods, who seek them among human beings and allow them to ascend to heaven? 
(Hom 47: PO 35, 311-313) 

Severus thus expresses to his listeners his whole polemic against 
Chalcedon, and this in such a way that it is no doubt also too exacting 
for an adult catechism. He says to them that in the dogma of Chalcedon 
there is a contradiction between the claim that each of the two natures 
maintains its properties and that at the same time there is only one 
hypostasis and one prosopon. He demands that his hearers understand 
what hypostasis is (namely one ousia, to which a fullness of concrete 
features and properties is added, so that as a result there is a concrete, 
individual entity, whose prosopon these characteristics form). Could the 
normal hearers understand the fact that &om this background the two­
natures formula of Chalcedon had really to be rejected, because it is 
claimed that it teaches two hypostases and destroys the unity of Christ? 
In fact the whole Severan christology is contained in such homilies, and 
one would dearly like to know to what extent they were understood 
by the hearers. In conclusion we shall give two suggestive examples 
illustrating this. 

The one activity of the incarnate God-Logos 

Therefore godless ace those. who with regard to Christ teach two natures which act; for 
it is necessary that each nature has an action wbicll is proper to it and dIfferent, that is, 
an acting movement/motion. If we confess Christ as one from two ...• and 3.S one penon, 
one JJYposl4Sis and onc single incarnate nature of the Logos, consequently it wUl be one who 
acts and one movement whicll bears him in action. although the works arc different, that 
is, the completely performed deeds which come from the action. For some fit God. others 
the human being; but they are performed by one and the same, by God who without 
alteration has become flesh and a human being. And this is not surprising, (but) similar 
to the works of a human being, of which some are intellectual, the others visible and 
corporeal ... It is. however, a single human being, composed of a body and a soul, who 
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does this and that, and there is only one single working movement. Hence, when Christ 
is concerned, we recognize a change of words. Some suit God, others the human being ... 
But on this account we do not say that there they belong to that nature and here to this 
nature. For they were expressed undistinguished of the one and the same Christ. 

But some conduct themselves in an ungodly way, at the same time they suffer from a 
final ignorance with regard to the alteration [change) of deeds and words; they have set up 
two that act and speak, when very significantly they have named the persons 'natures' and 
have concealed two sons and two Christs under the lion's skin. (Hom 109: PO 25, 758-760) 

One nature, one hypostasis, one Christ, one energeia, one activity -
duality only in the effects, lying outside Christ, on the one action! We 
shall return to this text. 

Oasia - pbysis - bypostasis 

Only in one homily did Severus explain what was to be understood 
more precisely by 'essence' and hypostasis, and this more explicitly in a 
trinitarian context. 

'We say that essence and ilypostasis ate concepts which indic~te the existence of existing things. 
uEssence" (ou.sia) dbdoscs that the subject (is and) exists and hypostasis says that it subsists' 
(Hom 125: PO 29. 235). With regard to the Trinity, the essence is tbe godhead: Father, Son 
nnd Spirit are God without diminution or gradation. With regard to the hypos/am. in each case 
a particularity is expressed of the godness of the Pather. Sun and Spirit. Thus for the Pather 
the non-begotten applies (agelletos in the twofold meaning of 'unbecome' and 'unbegottcD'); at 
the same time, however, tho begetting is In reference to the Son; for the Son the being begottell 
of the Father, independently of time, and for the Spirit the proceeding from the Father. 'The 
particuarities (propril/Is) remain fixed and unalterable; they characterize witllout mingling each 
of the hyposlasa and do not divide the common essence.' (Ibid., 239) 

In the trinitarian terminology Severus thus distinguishes clearly 
between OUSUJ (Physis) and hypostasis, and the formula 'three hypostases 
in the one ousia (physis)' creates no difficulties for him (ibid.). A 
corresponding translation to christology was denied to him on accoUllt 
of the mia-physfs formula. also, however, on account of the imperfect 
determination, taken over from the Cappadocians. of the relationship of 
ousia. physis and h}postasis (see below). 

The Trishagion 

That the distinction of the hypostases does not cancel the commonality 
of the essence, Severus shows in relation to the question, to what extent 
the Trishagion may be directed to the Son and! or to the whole Trinity. 

This statement of praise is made of the only (Son) of God, of tbe Word, who for us assumed 
flesh and heoame human. That the Father too is by nature God, mighty and immortal and 
so too the Holy Spirit equally, is certain for everyone. But in opposing the stupidity of the 
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pagans and the incredulity of the Jews, for whom a crucified one is a folly and a scandal 
(cf. 1 Cor 1,23), we say: Holy are you, God, you who without change became a human 
being for us and remained God; holy are you, Mighty, you who in weakness have shown 
the superiority of power (cf. 1 Cor 1,25); holy are you, Immortal, you who have been 
crucified for us, you who bore in the flesh the death that came through the cross, and you 
who have shown that you are immortal, even as you were in death. On account of the 
unbelievers it is very fitting that we say that this statement of praise is directed to the Son. 
The Father and the Holy Spirit have never been in humanity, neither in weakness nor in 
death. But the only Son, the Word of God, who became flesh, voluntarily took this on 
himself. And when he was in adversity, he showed in a brilliant way that he was impassible, 
powerful and immortal God. For this reason we present to him threefold praise and allow 
it to ascend to him: 'You are holy', in order to show that he is no other outside the Trinity, 
who like one of the creatures was enriched through partaking of their holiness, because he 
is by nature holy as God, above all he is one of the three hypostases through whom the others 
are able to be sanctified, and because the praise of the Son is praise of the Father and of 
the Holy Spirit. Because their essence is one, the praise is also one, and whoever praises one 
of the three hypostases has in no way separated from it the doxology of the two others; for 
the doxology of the Son contains the doxology of the Father and of the Holy Spirit.364 

From many of these homilies polemic leaps out at us. If we may expect 
something of the faithful of a metropolis like Antioch, one can still ask 
whether the comments on theological concepts were really understood 
and led to religious deepening. Nevertheless, we ought not to isolate 
this preaching from the liturgy and the poetic hymns of the Patriarch 
(CPG 7072-7078).365 

364. Severus Ant., Hom 125: PO 29, 245. On this see V.-S. Janeras, 'Les byzantins et Ie trisa­
gion christologique' in Miscellanea lilurgica ... Lercaro II (Rome, 1967),469-99, especially 470-7. 

365. On the number of hymns that are ascribed to Severus see E. W. Brooks in PO 14, 209 
(indexes to PO 6 and 7). 



CHAPTER THREE 

SEVERUS THE DOGMATICIAN AND HIS PICTURE 
OF CHRIST 

Neither opportunity nor aptitude drove the Patriarch of Antioch to 
recapitulate and present his theological opinions systematically. A certain 
effort is needed to gather his christology and his dogmatics together from 
his various writings and to give them a structure. As is already discer­
nible from the foregoing presentation, christology is central to Severus. 
This theological centre is again dominated by the idea of the unity in 
Christ, which, in endless repetitions and with growing concentration, 
both linguistically and intellectually, permeates his writing and speech. 
Nevertheless there are numerous clues to enable one to represent Severus 
as theologian, responsible bishop, as organizer and spiritual monk, in 
any case as unsubdued advocate of his convictions - a task which is 
still to be done. We shall give here only a few incomplete indications 
to round off our presentation. 

It could appear that Severos was led to intervene in the post-Chalcedonian skinnishes only 
through provocations, but through the power of his polemic he himself became the provocateur 
and leading theologian of his time. But in everything he remained the traditionalist and became 
more and more so. His model is Cyril of Alexandria, whom he copied very often, simplified 
and intensified in certain aspects, but never really transcended. His contribution to the solution 
of the christological problem that was affecting everybody remained for that reason confined 
to the horizon which was proposed by Cyril. 

The same is true of his trinitarian teaching. With Cyril, Severus belongs in the tradition of 
Meletius of Antioch and the Cappadocians with their principal fonnula of three hypostases in 
the one essence. This separates him from the linguistic and conceptual usage of Athanasius, who 
is indeed also the great Father for him, but did not attain the significance of Cyril. Pneumatology 
stays, as we shall still see on occasions, in the framework of the 'king of dogmas', and for that 
reason Severus does not come to a satisfactory evaluation of the messianic endowment with the 
Spirit. The anti-Arian perspective of the fourth century still remains decisive. It is in the 
altercation with Julian of Halicarnassus that he cast out widest in tenns of dogmatic speculation. 
Relatively explicitly, he spoke about his understanding of the original condition and the conse­
quences of the fall of the first parents. From this there emerges a sound approach to the valuing 
of human beings and their freedom. He rejects the pereaturn naturae, which forms the negative 
background for the aphtharsia teaching of Julian. Although a committed monk, he defends the 
holiness of marriage and the dignity of woman against dualistic, Manichaean criticism of the 
human body. 366 This is also linked up with his position in christology, and this in a twofold 
regard. (1) The positive valuing of the bodiliness of}esus separates him definitively from docetism 
and from all monophysite tendencies, even in the form of}ulianism. (2) It is precisely the rejection 

366. See the fine section on the mariological proof of the dignity of woman in Hom 83: 
PO 20, 419-420. 
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of the Julianist aphlharsia teaching that prompts him to a clear profession of a theology of 
the cross. Even if we share Draguet's position that Severos misunderstood Julian, Julian of 
Halicarnassus was also really open to misunderstanding. His doxa christology misled numerous 
supporters into the renewed reception of older gnostic, docetist evaluations of the bodiliness of 
Christ. In contrast, with his christological realism, his theology of the cross and his 
whole attitude towards human life, Severos can also offer a healthier christology. With the 
apologetically conditioned concentration on the christological problematic of unity, the picture 
of Christ even in Severos has a slant which offers little help in constrocting a modern christology 
with a stronger appreciation of the uncurtailed humanity of Christ. In what follows we shall 
pay particular attention to this. All too strongly Severos remains tied to the tradition which 
in the Apollinarian forgeries secured for itself a wide-ranging influence, to which Cyril too paid 
his tribute. Apollinarius remains even longer present in the Church. Without a doubt Severos 
already contributes to the monoenergist, monothelite crisis of the seventh century. Only in this 
discussion will it be seen how important the Chalcedonian picture of Christ is for the future 
of christology. Admittedly here a contemporary of the Patriarch intervened as a new important 
figure: Ps. Dionysius the Areopagite. 

Unfortunately we must pass over here what the relationship between christology, sacramental 
theology and ecclesiology meant for Severos, and also what he has to say about soteriology. 
We refer to these themes as they have been dealt with already by research into Severos.367 A 
complete depiction of this religious, realistic churchman should quickly become the preoccupation 
of ecumenical research. 

In conclusion we shall attempt a synopsis of the typical characteristics 
of the dogmatic picture of Christ from the apologetical-polemical works, 
the homilies and letters of the Patriarch, as we have already analysed 
them. 368 

367. Cf. W. de Vries, Sakramenlentheologie bei den syrischen Monophysilen = OCA 125 (Rome, 
1940); idem, Der Kirchenbegriff der von Rom gelrennlen Syrer = OCA 145 (Rome, 1955) with 
numerous illustrations; idem, 'La conception de l'Eglise chez les Syriens separes de Rome', DrSyr 
2 (1957), 11-124; H. Bngberding . 'Die Kirche als Braut ill der ostsyrischen Liturgic', OCP 3 
(1937), 5- 48; W . de Vries, art, ci/., 116, emphasizes the significance of the concept of kO;IIOllill 
(sawlof'iilo) for the West Syrians in the context of the fight concerning Cholcedon : 'La comtllu/lio 
est un lien sacramento-juridique qui enlace les membres de III veritable Eglise du Christ, a I'c.xclu­
sion de tous autres. L'autorite eccMsiastique est juge de I'appartenance a cette communio, dont 
Ie signe concluant est la celebration eucharistique.' 

368. For the following the reader is referred to J. C. L. Gieseler, Commentationis, qua 
Monophysitarum veterum IIllriae de Christi persona opiniones inprimis ex ipsorum eIfatis recens edilis 
ilIustrantur, Particula I et II (Gottingen, 1835 and 1838) (still without cognisance of the Oriental 
sources); Lebon; idem, Chalkedon I, 425-580; G. Bardy, art. 'severe d'Antioche', DTC 14 (1941), 
1988--2000; Frend; R. C. Chesnut, Three Monophysite Christologies: Severus of Antioch, Philoxenus 
of Mabbug and Jacob of Sa rug (Oxford, 1976), 9-56; N. A. Zabolotsky, 'The Christology of 
Severos of Antioch', Ekklesiastikos Pharos 58 (1976), 357-86; V. C. Samuel, 'One Incarnate 
Nature of God the Word', GOTR 10 (1964/65), 37-53; idem, 'The Christology of Severos of 
Antioch', Abba Salama 4 (1973), 126-90; idem, 'Further Studies in the Christology of Severos 
of Antioch', Ekklesiastikos Pharos 58 (1976), 27~301; M. Simonetti, 'Alcune osservazioni sui 
monofisismo di Cirillo di Alessandria', Aug 22 (1982), 493-511; summary presentations of Old­
Oriental theology: M. Gordillo, Compendium Theologiae Orientalis (Rome, 21939); M. Jugie, 
Theologia dogmatica Nestorianorum et Monophysitarum (Paris, 1935) (= idem, Theologia dogmatica 
chrislianorum orientalium ab ecclesia catholica dissidentium, Vol. V). 
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I. THE ROLE OF THE PATRIARCH SEVERUS IN THE 

CHALCEDONIAN-POST-CHALCEDONIAN PROCESS 

OF UNDERSTANDING THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST 

Let us once again recall briefly what is to be differentiated here. There 
is a catechetical, homiletic transmission of faith which can and must 
refrain from more exacting concepts and formulas, but nevertheless can 
proclaim the mystery of Christ according to the spirit of the scriptures. 
It precedes the theologie savante, which has its own requirements and 
opportunities, particularly also its special perils. We have attempted to 
depict the share of the Patriarch in proclamation which bears the 
Church's life of faith. In doing this we have established how quickly 
he was diverted into the language and problematic of reflective theology. 
This is a consequence of the time when Severus entered into the post­
Chalcedonian discussion; it was the time of deciding about the validity 
of the Council of Chalcedon with its two-natures teaching which he 
detested. A skirmish about fOIDmlas was imminent. Though they may 
have become hollow phrases once again, as earlier in the fourth century. 
according to the depiction of Gregory of Nyssa,169 Severns was vastly 
removed from this. For him it was a question of the preservation or 
destruction of received faith in the one Jesus Christ, true God and true 
human being. But our question is: did the theologian on the patriarchal 
throne make a genuine, lasting contribution to formulating the 
christological problem more clearly, to analysing the differences between 
the parties and to inaugurating a reconciliation? 

A missed opportunity to clarify the problem 

Vis-a-vis this complex task, as we have just outlined it, Severus, to the 
detriment of the matter, certainly did not solve the first part of the 
question, a delimitation of the problem that could lead further: how in 
the 'composed Christ' is the unity and the difference to be established 
and formulated? Chalcedon had indicated a way through its distinction 
between physis and hypostasis. But because Severus did not want to take 
over this linguistic rule, and because he maintained the close bond 
between the two concepts, the two-natures formula was hence for him 
the recognition of two hypostases. Even if the Fathers of Chalcedon 
committed a sin of omission by not making explicitly clear that they 
wanted to clarify the christological problem by distinguishing between 

369. Greg. Nyss., Or. de deita/e Filii e/ spiritus saneli (CPG 3192): PG 46, 557BC. 
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subject and nature, in fact this path of reaching a solution had already 
been trodden. They sought the unity in Christ on the level of the 
subject or of the bearer of the true divinity and humanity; the difference, 
however, on the level of this twofold manner of being. They distin­
guished, in the language of Gilbert of Porretaine, between the question 
about the quis (who?), and the question about the quid (what?). The 
unity of the quis, of the bearing subject, should be expressed by hypostasis, 
the distinction of the borne by physis. Centuries before, Origen had 
already hinted at this methodology for seeking unity and distinction on 
different levels in connection with the trinitarian problem. 

Opposed to the modalist, Sabellius, Origen established for trinitarian theology the clear distinc­
tion of the persons in God, especially for Father and Son. The writing Disputatio cum Heraclide 
(CPG 1481: SC 67), only discovered again in this century, reports the fact that in this distinction 
the teaching of two gods was suspected by the faithful. To solve these difficulties Origen demands 
'that the object must be carefully handled and that it is necessary to show under what relation 
they are two and under what aspect these two are a single God. For the Scriptures have taught 
us (to see) in many cases where two things form a unity' (SC 67, ch.2,29-32, p.58). 

It is also a question of the same thing in christology, where Severus 
spoke of the unmingled unity (the henosis asynchytos). It is thus a question 
of unity in duality, and of duality in the unity. The result of the assump­
tion of human being by the God-Logos could not be a unum simplex, 
as the Logos as divine spirit was. It had thus to be shown how Christ 
is one and how at the same time he is different. This way of putting 
the question was blocked for Severus by the exclusivity of the mia-physis 
formula. It meant for him a restriction in the use of physis, which was 
employed extensively by him as synonymous with hypostasis. The 
synonymy barred for the Patriarch the approach to the new way which 
Chalcedon points out: to denote in Christ the level of the one subject, 
of the one quis, by hypostasis, and the level of the what being, of the 
quid, in contrast by physis, and to locate the difference there. This 
methodological, linguistic deficit, however, also became one of content. 
For the concept physis (kyana) with its etymology could become the key 
to valuing the human being of Christ. Severus, however, could not 
tolerate conceding to the humanity of Christ with this designation an 
active principle of operation. Precisely in this natural ability to be the 
source of human acts, he sensed already the independence from the 
ultimate bearing subject. With this serious decision of a linguistic kind, 
the prospect for the analysis and evaluation of the human activity of 
Christ was severely restricted or entirely blocked. In his dread of a second 
subject in Christ the Patriarch rejected even the expression: Christ 
'suffered in the nature of humanity'. Although this formula had been 
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employed well by orthodox Fathers, he still stressed that Cyril finally 
forbade its use. In the fight against the morbus divisionis no chink was 
to be left open for Nestorian-Chalcedonian misuse. In the synthesis, 
which is called Christ, there is no necessity, however, for physis, even 
when expressed of the one entire human being, to become the second 
principium quod alongside the Logos-subject. From a philosophical 
and terminological point of view Severus could not demonstrate any 
contradiction, if the solution emerged, that one and the same ultimate 
subject subsists in two complete principles of operation. The Fathers of 
Chalcedon could justifiably gather this from the Cyrillian formula: one 
and the same is perfect in the divinity and perfect in the humanity. If 
that which was divine could be characterized as 'nature', so too could 
that which was entirely human. By refusing to the human being of Jesus 
the characterization 'nature', Severus closed himself off from the recog­
nition that the humanity of Christ had to have original knowledge, 
willing in spontaneity and freedom. ultimately consciousness. It is j ust 
this that Leo I could express better w ith his 'each of the two uatures 
or forms is active', even if he did not succeed in making evident the unity 
of the bearer with the same clarity. 

We see that here it was a question of the whole picture of Christ, 
which beyond the concepts and formulas enabled one to see the inner 
vivacity of him, who according to the faith of the Church is both perfect 
God as well as a perfect human being. Concepts and formulas could here 
open the wider perspective, but also block it. 

II. THE SEVERAN PICTURE OF CHRIST AS 

AN ALTERNATIVE TO CHALCEDON 

In Severus was concentrated the end of a long development which had 
already shown itself embryonically at the beginning of the fourth century 
in Alexandria. It unfolded one-sidedly and heretically in Apollinarianism, 
and experienced in Cyril of Alexandria an essential restraint, without 
being freed, however, from all one-sidedness. This will now be shown 
briefly in the christological, dogmatic synthesis of the Patriarch. 

1. The fundamental orientation: a christology from above 

According to Severus, the mystery of Christ can fundamentally only be 
approached starting from the God-Logos, in the sense of}ohn 1,14. The 
descent of the Only-begotten of God into the world through the incarna­
tion is so exclusively conceived from above that access to the person of 
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Christ from the 'earthly Jesus' is subject to grave suspicion from the very 
start. A christology 'from below', as we find it present towards the end 
of the fourth century as a reaction to Apollinarianism in the East, and 
which we demand today as a indispensable complement to the examina­
tion 'from above', is not considered at all. Even the constantly repeated 
confession of the reality of a human soul and spirituality of Christ does 
not change this. A more penetrating examination of the human psychic 
life of Christ and of all the changes in the humanity of Christ was under 
the suspicion of a probation doctrine and of an adoptionism, for which 
stand the names of Paul of Samosata and Nestorius, as well as Leo. 

2. A christology aimed at 'unity' 

Just as clearly as the interpretation of the person of Christ begins from 
above, so just as exclusively was it aimed at securing the unity; the 
distinction of God and human being was demarcated and circumscribed 
with extreme caution. In the eyes of Severus the 'duality' was the real 
danger for orthodoxy. This securing of unity was executed in a twofold 
way: first in the attunement of the entire theological statement by a 
fundamental formula, then in the particular view of the life-activity in 
the one Christ, as God and a human being. 

(a) Mia physis: the fundamental formula with its variants 
Through the Patriarch Severus the mia-physis formula, which infiltrated 
Alexandrian theology from unknown Apollinarian sources and was to 
some extent adapted by Cyril, attained universal dominance in the Old­
Oriental christology.37o For Severus it maintained an absolute character. 
According to his opinion, without it the mystery of the incarnation 
could no longer be expressed adequately, insofar as it is possible at all. 

370. It is undoubtedly with reference to this formula that the name 'Monophysites' was 
formed in the seventh century, analogous to the earlier 'Dyophysites', both being used as 
opprobrious names. Cf. E. Schwartz, PS, 171, n. 1: 'The characterization of the entire opposition 
against Chalcedon as "monophysite" is modem and is tolerable at the most in the history of 
the dogma, but not in the history of the facts, in which it is not a matter of a conceptual formula 
but of the historical realities.' Cbalcedonian orthodoxy had still other names for the anti­
Chalcedonians: 'Dioscorans', 'Scverans', t5,aKpIVOJ,lBVOI, that is, those who separate. Frend, XIII, 
translates Jiakrinomenoi as 'hesitants', that is, 'those who "had reservations" about accepting its 
[Chalcedon's) definition'. Here it is best if we speak of the post-Chalcedonian supporters of the 
mia-physis formula or the mia-physis christology. On the formula see especially Lebon, ChalkeJon 
I, 478-91. 
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Only through it were Chalcedon and Leo I overcome.371 In distinction 
to Apollinarius, the confession of the human (spiritual) soul, and thus 
of the complete spiritual-corporeal reality of Christ, had a firm place with 
the opponents of the Fourth Council, as well as with its supporters. 
Complete consensus ruled in this Iegard. For this reaSOD, despite the 
dependency on Apollinarian sources and their tendencies , one may apply 
the appellation of a Logos-sarx christo logy neither to Cyril nor to 
Severus, as long as by that only the confession of divinity and humanity 
in Christ is aimed at. Accordingly, where possible, we shall avoid the 
term 'monophysitism'. 372 The sarkic reality of Christ as such was just 
as clearly expressed by Severus as by the Chalcedonians. The Patriarch 
gave expression to this in rejecting Eutyches, Valentinus and Manes, and 
in his passionate, overly severe battle against Julian of Halicarnassus and 
the scholasticus Sergius, and as well in the interpretation of the individual 
mysteries of the life of Jesus, which had gladly been made the starting­
point for their speculations by gnostics and docetists. 

An emphatic formula like 'the one nature of the incarnate Word', 
however. created around itself so to say a climate of interpretation and 
expression, which it produced time and again in its employment, despite 
corrections effected subsequently. To be noted is the fact that Cyril did 
not correct the wording of the formula itself. Only additional explana­
tions protect it from real heretical interpretations. How could one know 
that with some of the early defenders of this naked formula old concep­
tions did not resonate? Even in the fundamentally orthodox usage a 
one-sided basic formula could still have its significant consequences for 
the understanding of Christ as a whole . We shall seek to discover some 
illustrations of this in Severus himself. 

371. Severos Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. III, ch. 8: CSCO 94, 114-115: Severos challenges the 
Grammarian to show how Chalcedon and Leo's Tomus I could have squared with the following 
confession of Cyril: 'We confess that in unity: one Christ, one and the same Son, one incarnate 
nature of the Son ... If they [Chalcedon and Leo] say nothing of this and do not confess the 
one incarnate nature - whoever does not say that feigns in vain to claim that he confesses one 
and the same as Lord and Son and Christ - how are you then not full of stupidity, not to 
say foolhardiness ... ?' 

372. The representatives of the Orthodox Old-Oriental Church defend themselves rightly 
against this designation. Still on that account this term is not superfluous, given that there is 
still a real monophysitism, either de facto or at least as an intellectual possibility. 
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(i) The rejection of the denotation physis (nature) for the humanity 
of Christ 
Only the Logos obtains from Severus the denotation 'nature' in the full 
meaning of the word physis. It ought not be given to the humanity of 
Christ. On this point Severus proceeds beyond Cyril. 

With a certain right the grammarian, John of Caesarea, had referred to the possibility of 
establishing the two-natures language in Cyril, at least by way of allusion. 

(1) He recalls the word of Cyril: ' ... if he [Christ] had not put on the nature of the poor', 
as Severus reports (c. imp. Gram., Or. III, ch.35). 

(2) Even more important to him was the formula in Cyril, 'Christ suffered according to the 
nature of humanity' (Tfi </Juae, TiI~ dv8pClJ1/(i'rfrror; na8eiv). It had become a problem for 
the Patriarch of Alexandria, as Ep. 46 ad Succensum II, 4 (PG 77,244-245) (after 433) shows.373 

He was confronted with the question: if, to ward off theopaschism, one says Christ suffered 
only according to the flesh, then one makes the suffering of Christ irrational and involuntary. 
But if one says he suffered with a rational soul, and thus also voluntarily, then this means as 
much as if one said: Christ suffered ill the nature of the humallity. If that is the case, then one 
must concede that after the union there are two natures in Christ. Vis-a-vis Succensus, Cyril 
dodges the issue by having recourse to 1 Pet 4,1: 'because Christ suffered ill the flesh . . .' and 
recommends this formula, although the other one too, which says that Christ suffered in the 
nature of the humanity, does not harm the Logos of the mystery, 'even if it were applied 
malevolently by some' (245B). For the human nature is nothing other than the flesh which is 
animated by a rational soul. It is thus 'overzealous' when some formulate: 'he suffered in the 
nature of the humanity as though it [this nature] wanted to separate from the divinity and to 
give to it a reality outside (the divinity), so that two were known and not a single one, who 
of course became flesh and a human being, the Logos from God the Father' (245BC). 

App:u:endy the suspicion that Cyril ascribed suffering to the godhead as such. and thus 
supported 'thc:opaschisu\', also agitated Pope Sixtus (432-440) in Rome, because the Alexandrian 
defended himself against this in Ep. 53 to Pope Sixtus. The letter is extant in only two fragments. 
In the first text Cyril says (according to Leontius of Jerusalem, PG 86. 1832A): 'I will never 
be guilty of thinking anything foreign to the truth or of having called the divine nature of the 
Logos passible' (PG 77, 285C). The second fragment, transmitted only incompletely (ibid .• 
285C-288A), is rendered by Richard as: 'I regard the nature of God as impassible and immutable 
and inalterable, even if according to the human nature [certainly to be expanded] as pas sible, 
and Christ as one in both and out of both.'374 

According to Severus Ant. (c. imp. Gram., Or. III, ch. 19: CSCO 94, pp. 219,32-220,30), 
he will acknowledge this formula with Cyril (Christus natura humallilatis passus), but only on 
condition that the unity in Christ is expressed in an absolutely certain way, 'one from two, 
and in one person and hypostasis and one nature, namely the incarnate nature of the Logos'. 
Nevertheless it would be better to say: 'he himself [Christ] suffered ill the flesh. For what is 

373. Severus Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. III 2, ch.35: CSCO 102, p. 149,15-24. John 
Chrysostom too had been adduced by the Grammarian, because he had said the nature of the 
human being in the exaltation of Christ attained to the throne of God: C. imp. Gram., Or. III 
2, ch. 36: CSCO 102, 166-167. Severus, however, interprets all these passages not with regard 
to the individual humanity of Christ, but with regard to the assumption of the human race 
as such. 

374. Cf. Richard, 'Le pape saint L&ln Ie Grand et les Scholia de incarnatione Unigeniti de 
saint Cyrille d'Alexandrie', in Cp. Mill. II, no. 53, 127f. In a florilegium of Ps. John Maron 
this fragment is found refurbished in a dyophysite sense: cf. Richard, ibid., 127, with reference 
to F. Nau, ROC 4 (1899) (188-226). 198 and 211. 
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the nature of humanity other than flesh animated by a rational soul?' (thus p. 221,26-35). Hence 
Severos only repeats and intensifies Cyril. In C. imp. Gram., Or. III. 2, ch. 22: CSCO 102, 
p. 7,14-18, Severos regrets having admitted in addresses to Nephalius in an effusive figure of 
speech that the earlier teachers had spoken of 'two natures after the inexpressible union'. But 
he says that the wise Cyril finally forbade this to ward off the sickness of the Nestorian duality. 
On the 'two natures in the Fathers' see the Or. 11 ad Nephal.: CSCO 120, pp. 26,4-35,21. From 
the passages adduced there the Chalcedonians have, according to Severos, built the 'fortress of 
their authorities', which he, Severos, will raze (p. 35,22). 

Thus Cyril of Alexandria certainly came close in some passages to John 
the Grammarian, even if the formal commitment to the expression 'two 
natures' is never found. 375 With all his awareness of these concessions 
Severus was cautious and no longer followed his master here. The 
disinclination to give the denotation physis, nature, to the humanity of 
Christ was motivated by the fear that the human being of Christ could 
be considered as equally eternal and equally original as the divine being. 
Christ, however, was not a human being 'originally', that is, by nature, 
but only OIKOVOp,lICWf;, according to the plan of salvation and the free 
decision of God's will. 

What does the mia-physis formula mean, then, if the conceptual word 
may be applied only to the Logos in his divinity? Cyril and Severus 
answer this question clearly. For the former let us recall Ep. 40 to Acacius 
of Melitene. where it reads: 'Understandably the physis of the Logos is 
a single one; we know indeed that it has become flesh and a human 
being.'376 The human being of Christ, with body and soul, is thus 
characterized by the addition 'become flesh'. Severus also explicitly 
affirms this in the apologia to no. 51 of the Floreyr. 

By our saying 'become flesh' we signify the essence of the humanity [N .B. Severos explicitly 
names this the ousia and not the physis) , admittedly not in a separate subsistence, but in unity 
with the Logos, so that no one can imagine speaking on this basis of two natures after the 
union.377 

According to Severus the 'Fathers' had already given this interpreta­
tion, by which he means nothing other than the pseudonyms of the 
Apollinarian forgers. 

375. See above n. 25 with reference to Cyril Alex., De recta fide ad reginas. On this see Severos 
Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. III, ch.9: CSCO 94, p. 127,18-19; Greek in PG 86, 1845B; 
M. Simonetti, art. cit., 500, n. 26. Accordingly Lebon would have needed to formulate his com­
ments for Cyril in Challeedon I, 482, n. 74 more cautiously, where he says: 'La physis du Christ 
est aussi toujours sa divinite.' Cf., however, 499, n. 124. According to Severos one can speak 
of two natures in Christ only intellectually, or in the mental image of the spirit, in thought, 
but never as realities. Cf. J. Lebon, Challeedon I, 499-509. 

376. Cyril Alex., Ep. 40 ad Acac. Melit.: PG 77, 193B. This letter, even if not the passage 
above, is cited in Severos Ant., Ep. ad Eleusin.: PO 12, 204. 

377. Severos Ant., Philal., ch. 51: CSCO 134, p.221,14-18. 
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Because they in fact have said 'incarnate', they have indicated that the flesh did not cease 
to be flesh and that it is not constituted in isolation, separate from the union with the Logos. 
For this reason the nature (physis) of the Logos is rightfully described as unique.378 

If with Cyril, Timothy Aelurus and Severus the mia-physis formula is 
explained in this sense, then it would be unfair immediately to deduce 
from it 'monophysitism', as a confession of a mixed nature, as the 
Chalcedonians, with few exceptions, were accustomed to do. For the 
reality (pragma), of which the one is first expressed, is this one physis 
of the eternal Logos, which also remains the one immutable, even when, 
according to the plan and decision of the oikonomia of God, the human 
reality as historical-earthly mode of existence appeared. If the mia-physis 
is explained in this way, then there is expressed in it not an ontological, 
but a factual, historical view. The divine Logos in his pre-existent nature 
is considered according to the schema of the 'two ages', which the 
Nicenes set up against the Arians, in order to attribute the statements 
about Christ's lowliness in the gospels not to the eternal Logos as such, 
but only to the condition of the incarnation. Admittedly this schema 
of the 'two ages' is only valid if the Logos, whose eternal existence is 
expressed in one and incarnation in the other, is strictly one and the 
same. It would be precisely the determination of this ontological unity 
in the historical schema that would matter. Cyril, however, believed that 
with the reference to the sequence of the two conditions he had 
eliminated every doubt with regard to the reality of the human existence 
of the Logos.379 Severus follows him in this. 380 However, how is the 
unity of both understood? 

If one thinks namely of the real intention that Apollinarius and his 
students pursued with this formula, the explanations of both Patriarchs 
appear as benigna interpretatio. For Apollinarius wanted to construct 
a unity of nature between Logos and body without soul in Christ, 
this according to the body-soul comparison applied univocally to the 

378. Idem, Philal., on the two-natures formula: CSCO 134, p. 113,16-20. Similarly in C. imp. 
Gram. Or. III, ch. 36: CSCO 102, p. 166,20--22: 'If we were to pass over this term [incarnate] 
in silence, your abuse [that is, the rebuke that we would be teaching a diminution of the 
humanity of Christ] would be in order; but because it has necessarily been added, where is there 
then a kind of diminution or subtraction?' Severos knows about the letters of Isidore of Pelusium, 
who had created such difficulties for the mia.physis formula. Cf. ibid., ch. 39: CSCO 102, p. 183; 
Richard, CCG 1, nos. 111, 115, 116. The monk Eustathius, Ep. de duabus naturis: PG 86, 917B, 
claims that Severos took over the use of physis for the pre-existent divinity of Christ from 
Timothy Aeluros (Aduri vestigiis insecutus). 

379. Cf. Lebon, Chalkedon I, 481£. 
380. On the passages named in n. 378 see the Philalethes: CSCO 134, p. 133,10--11: 'Car il 

suffit, pour signifier parfaitement Ie fait qu'il est devenu homme, de dire qu'i\ s'est incarne.' 
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Incarnate One. The whole was in his opinion a 'synthesis of the type 
that occurs in human beings'. From a soteriological interest he had made 
the Logos the physical soul of the sarx, in order to establish on this basis 
the impeccability of the Saviour, but also to explain by means of it the 
miraculous healings of Christ, as well as finally the efficacy of the 
sacraments. Integrity, consistency and vividness of the picture of Christ 
were assured in equal strength. The reality of the Logos was to be seen 
physically in the life and work of the sarx of Christ. Even the word mia 
received its force of expression &om this consistency. 

Without regard for the emotive value of such a picture of Christ, the 
Fathers of Constantinople in 381 undid this Apollinarian structure and 
confessed the total reality of the humanity of Christ. Not considering 
the Apollinarian groups, this became the confession of all christological 
parties, the Alexandrian as well as the Antiochene. The old tradition 
(Tertullian and Origen) was confirmed anew. Everything was ready for 
the development between 381 and 451 to result in the confession of one 
hypostasis in two natures of Christ. If the forgeries of the Apollinarians 
had not been successful, the Chalcedonian solution would certainly have 
determined more and more the East's picture of Christ. The mia-physis 
christology, however, continued to exist in concurrence with the 
Chalcedonian theology of two natures. What connected both was the 
confession of the entire humanity of Christ.381 But one can recognize 
clearly in Severus, with Cyril in the background, what a restricted 
formula signified for the idea of Christ, even if the confession to the 
one Christ, perfect in divinity, perfect also in humanity, was common 
ground. The mia physis became the exclusive leitmotiv of his preaching 
and reflection. 

In his endeavour to pursue it up to the rescinding of Chalcedon, a 
twofold tendency revealed itself in his understanding of Christ. (1) As 
much as Severus interpreted his major formula only on the basis of the 
'two ages', there was still in its wording the constant compulsion to 
think of the unity of divinity and humanity in Christ according to a 
type of nature unity. The body-soul comparison works in the same 
direction: both elements unite to form a new nature, so to say a tertium 
quid. The word mia in the mouth of Severus is certainly more than the 
sequential succession: the one Logos - incarnate. The mia physis 
remained not just the starting-point, but became the result of the 

381. See above nn.226-30. 
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union.382 The 'one physis' was the united divinity and humanity. We 
saw that Sergius Scholasticus drew the consequences from such notions, 
as Julian of Halicarnassus did too in his way. The proton pseudos of the 
Apollinarian nature synthesis demanded also the inclination to accept a 
natural symbiosis between divinity and humanity in Christ. We shall 
be able to substantiate this assumption immediately. But before that we 
still have to discuss another of Severus' efforts. (2) He notes naturally 
that there was not a natural tertium quid in Christ. The confession of 
the complete human nature of Christ no longer allowed the ontologically 
understood nature unity of Apollinarius. Hence he devised a new formula 
which signified a correction, even if he did not want to concede this: 
' the one composite and incarnate nature'.383 The word synthesis is chosen 
by Severus on the basis of the knowledge that in the 'Emmanuel' or 
'Christ' it is not a matter of a simple nature (natura simplex), as this is 
present in the divine Logos. Synthesis is intended to bring into view the 
distinction in the unity. Nevertheless here once again a correction must 
be included immediately, because the Apollinarians used this concept to 
denote Christ as a 'nature unity' or as a 'human-being-type synthesis', 
that is, as a whole in which the Logos fills the physical function of 
the animating principle vis-a-vis the sarx. In a similar way Sergius the 
Grammarian wanted to consider the divinity and humanity in Christ as 
part essences, which through synthesis would form a new ousia.384 In 

382. On this problem see v. C. Samuel, 'The Christology of Severus of Antioch', Abba Salama 
4 (1973) (126-90), 158-62, 161: 'The phrase "one natu.re", then, is not to be used with reference 
to Christ without the word "incarnate". The.refore, the "one" in the phrase is not a simple one, 
or the "am: single", as John Meyendorff renders it [J. M. Meyendorff~ Christ /11 Eas/em TllolIgll/, 
17]; it is the one which includes the furness of Godhead and manhood. Jesu.~ Christ is not "single­
natured", but He is one "composite" nature.' Samuel refers to C. imp. Gralll., Or. 1. eh. 7: 
CSCO 94, p.92.14-20: 'When the only-begotten Logos of God is compared with hiIqself 
according to the temporal distinction, he is divested and at the same time not dive~ted; he is 
basically one and the same person and hypostosis. fitst indeed simple and incorporeal. but then 
composite Qnd incarnate; one could thus be of the opinion that a cllitinction between two is 
made, as can be demonstrated clearly from the words of Cyril.' 

383. On these designations of the 'one composite and incarnate nature', see Lebon, CIJalk6doll 
I, 483-91. A sYIJIJ,csis comes to expression in the following fonnulas: (a) 'physis of the 
incarnate Word'; (b) 'physis of Cltrist'; (c) 'physis of the Emmanuel', and above all in 
(d) 'miD physis sy"tltelos' and in avvDe-ro!; npot; 'T'r)v adpKa. J. S. Asscma.ni (2,25£1'.) and J. A. 
Dorner (2,165) consider the expression pIa q,OC1I1; OITTr1-6m).ii as equivalent to tbese. "But this 
expression is first found in tbe later anti-Chalcedonian autbors. Por Seve.rus it would still be 
u,Ilacceptable, because in Christ every duality must be excluded. At best it is ill tlleoria that there 
can be talk of this. Cf. Ep. II ad Sergium: CSCO 120, p.88,3-4. 

384. Cf. above on Sergim Gram., pp. U6-20. On this point see Severu5 Ant., C. imp. Gram., 
Dr. II, ch. 17: CSCO 112, p. 115,24-27: 'It was tbus not the union of essences (odalC;Jv) that 
occurred, but [the union] of the one hypostllSis of the God-Logos with a singular flesh, which 
is endowed with soul and spirit and stems from the Virgin and theotokos.' Cf. p. 116,4-7, where 
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spite of such misuse Severus wanted to hold on to this conceptual word, 
although with it he actually conceded that in a certain regard a duality 
in Christ would have to be acknowledged. He believed that he could 
save himself by once again calling upon his 'from two' from which just 
one has become, in which two abstract essences (ousiai) , but not two 
concrete natures (physeis) , can be distinguished only through a 'most 
subtle operation of the intellect' (subtilissima pro posse intelligentia). 385 For 
concretely the result of this synthesis is just this, 'that from both one 
nature and hypostasis is formed and subsists (as such)' (Ioc. cit.). Hence 
this synthesis means nothing other than what the favourite word of Cyril 
and Severus, henosis, says.386 Of course Severus in no way saw through 
the speculative difficulties of the mia physis synthetos of his, so that here 
the Chalcedonian theologians, in particular Maximus Confessor, could 
begin to defend the necessity of the Chalcedonian distinction of the two 
natures. We shall follow this discussion as it develops.387 

(ii) Subsidiary formulas 
The principal formula was accompanied by several variants which also 
stemmed from Cyrillian tradition. 

'From two natures (hypostases).' The Patriarch of Antioch gladly recalls 
the refusal of the Fathers of Chalcedon to approve the 'from two natures' 
of the first draft of the formula of faith. In its place was put, he says, 
the 'in two natures', the tessera of Nestorianism.388 The ek dyo repre­
sented for him the simplest way to avoid the detested duality in Christ 
and still retain the possibility of distinguishing divinity and humanity 
in the theoria. 

the peculiarity of this synthesis, as a uniting of the concrete nature of the God-Logos with a 
particular flesh, is once again emphasized. 

385. Honestly admitting to being anxious, in C. imp. Gram., Or. III, ch. 16: CSCO 94, 
p. 195,7-17, Severos attempts to describe the synthesis in such a way that the Chalcedonians 
would not be given the slightest chance to deduce a duality from it. He will not accept the 
suggestion of John the Grammarian, which is that Christ is to be characterized as 'two united 
natures' (duae naturae unitae) (op. cit., ch. 8: CSCO 94, p. 110,11-13). Only unum ex duobus, never 
an explicit expression of abiding 'duality', is acceptable to him. 

386. Cf. Severos Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. II, ch.17: CSCO 112, pp. 115,17-116,24, 
especially p. 115,23-24; ibid., p. 116,4-7; idem, Philal., no. 112, Prag. A: CSCO 134, p.268: 
(There is a unio hypostatica in Christ, because he is constituted) 'a partir de deux ... en une 
unique personne et en unique nature et hypostase du Verbe incarn~. Car c'est cela l'union 
hypostatique.' 

387. See the subtle explanations of J.-M. Garrigues, 'La personne composee du Christ d'apres 
saint Maxime Ie Confesseur', RevThom 74 (1974), 181-204, especially 11/1, 189-96: La critique 
de la 'nature compo~' severienne. 

388. See Lebon, Chalkedon I, 510-34. 
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'From two things (realities), tK 0150 1CpaYlJo:rwv.' This formula sounds 
very thingish. In this way the reality of divinity and humanity is intended 
to be expressed in the face of any weakening; but equally too only the 
intellectual distinction of both.389 

'From two natures one nature (or one incarnate hypostasis}.'390 This 
formula can be understood as a variant of the schema of the 'two ages'. 

'From two (tK 0(50).' This is the final simplification to which Severus 
gladly resorts to give expression to his aversion to any duality. 

Everything really depends on the fonnula 'from two'; from them both the hypostatic union 
is effected as well as (the fact) that there is only ODe incarnate nature of the Logos, and also 
tbis, thllt one ought undeJ:Sbnd those two (realities) from which the union happens, as 
distinct and of a different kind only in thought. and that one ought no longer speak of two 
after thinking of the one.391 

'From two' thus becomes the shibboleth of anti-Chalcedonian 
christology, and its rejection was for Severus the proton pseudos of 
Chalcedon. For in this way it renounced the possibility of hindering the 
division of Christ into twO.392 Because the 'from two' moves towards 
the 'one nature', it comes to be on a par with the mia-physis formula 
in general.393 

There is no need to provide any further proof that the stressing or 
securing of the unity in Christ was the hub of Severan dogmatics. Every 
controversy about a grasping of the difference or duality in the person 
of Christ he replied to with an examination of the entire linguistic area 
of traditional incarnation teaching to see whether the act of uniting or 
the unity itself was sufficiently expressed, or whether gaps were allowed 
through which the division would infiltrate. If, with this concentration 

389. Cf. Cyril Alex., Apol. c. Theodorel.: ACO 1. 1. 6, p. 162,1-2: PG 75, 245AB, cited in 
JdChr 13

, 68.3, n.29 . 
.390. Cf. Severns Ant. , Phi/al.: CSCO 1.34, 105- 1.30 (introduction), where first of all the two­

natures formula is criticized. The refutation begins on 1.30ff., where the variants are then offered. 
Cf. C. Imp. Gram., Or. II, ch. 6: CSCO 112, 66-69; C. imp. Gram., Or. Ill. ch. 9: CSCO 94, 
115-1.34 . 

.391. Severus Ant.. C. imp. Gram., Or. Ill, ch. 10: CSCO 94, p. 141,20-25 . 

.392. Ibid .. p. 157,11- 18: the formula 'one Christ from two' by it.~e1f hindcr~ GOy cutting up. 
If one rejects it, then there follows the duality of the Sons and the Christs. The Patriarch's 
reproach of Chalccdon revolves around the exclusion of the 'from two' in fa,vour of the 'in tWo'. 
cr. ibid.. ch. 18, p. 214,2.3-.33; p. 218.5- 11, where Sev~ru$ says that the tx J'lllb'/$ lIalllris is deS/nit. 
tll/um ... dutll/lalls . 

.39.3. Severns Ant. , C. Imp. Gralll., Or. ill, ch. 12: CSCO 94, p.158,29-34: ' .. . this "from 
two" is proper to the hypostatic union: the end (term/llus), however, of this union is, rhe one 
incarnate nature of the God-Logos'. Similarly in Phi/Ill., ch.62: CSCO 1.34, p. 231,~7-30, 
Severns relentlessly combines two expressions: a ~ingle Christ &om two natures and the confes­
sion of the one incarnate nature of the God-Logos . 
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on unity. the Patriarch gave to the picture of Christ its centre and £lled 
it with such illuminating power that the faith was immediately appealed 
to, he still did not offer any new help to theological understanding that 
went beyond Cyril. To clarify the crucial point. in what regard Christ 
is one and in what regard two, he contributed nothing new. Only faintly 
illuminating is the knowledg that the being one of a nature, of a physis, 
with its bearer, the subject. is something other than a unio in natura 
et secundum naturam. The body-soul paradigm, which was acknowledged 
by him as the most expressive analogy. broke down precisely in this 
respect: the coming together of soul and body as two incomplete nature 
parts to form one nature meant as well the coming into existence of a 
new abstract essence (ollsia). Although Severus commented that the error 
of Sergius the Grammarian lay in the fact that he saw as present in Christ 
not only one concrete physis. but also one abstract new ousia, he did not 
arrive at the idea of investigating his speculative start for dl.l:istology. 
His foundation for the unity of divinity and humanity in Christ remained 
trapped every time in the region of the relationship of nature to nature. 
Thi will show itself in our next stage of presenting his dogmatics. 

(b) The mia energeia 
Jesus Christ is for Severus not a mere ontic, static unity from two 
natures, but a constant symbiOsis of divinity and humanity, in which 
priority is granted to the divine principle. The altercation with Julian 
of Halicarnassus showed that he saw the henosis in Christ established in 
two ways: (1) in an exchange of properties and (2) in the unity of the 
energeia, that is. of the dependence of the human activity in Christ on 
the divinity in the whole area of willing and knowing. When he saw 
that Julian transgressed the right limits with his aphtharsia teaching, he 
attempted to push the idea of the ruvinization of the humanity of Christ 
into the background, and for this purpose to found the henosis in the 
first place on the basis of the one activity, the mia energeia. In this 
the peculiarity of the Severan picture of Chri t becomes clear in an 
utterly special way, and indeed as a counterpoint to Leo I's agit etllm 
IItruque forma. 

If he [Leo] in spiril were to hold and confess the hypostatic union. he could not say that 
each of the two natures keeps iu propriety (propritttlltm) without detrnction. but he would 
Say, like Cyril. that the Logos now and then pennitted the flesh to suffer what is proper 
to it and to operaLe according to the laws of iu mature. TJ]us the Logos would bear that 
as its own which js of the flesh. and still not relinquish what he has 3ccorcling to his essence 
(OIISia). also not the superiority to suffering and his highest nobility.394 

394. Severus Ant .• C. imp. Gram., Or. lll, eh.29: CSCO 102, p.79,18-25. 
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Hypostatic union signifies for Severus first and foremost a clear Logos­
hegemony in Christ. The subordinate part is the sarx of Christ: 'It is 
evident that it has not retained its propriety without diminution' (evidens 
est earn [carnem] non tenuisse sine deJectu suam proprietatem). At the same 
time this diminution of what is proper to it is an enrichment through 
the divinity. Severus refers to the transfiguration or the miraculous 
pouring forth 'of the source of life, of the blood and water of forgiveness 
after the piercing of the divine side' of Jesus (CSCO 102, p.79,4-9). 
The origin of such an understanding of the functions of the inner 
God-human life of Jesus was as old as the Apollinarians' teaching of the 
one energeia, of the one operatio in Christ, which could have its seat and 
its source only in the dynamis of the Logos.395 

How Severus understands the life activity in Christ is stated by him 
quite clearly in Homily 109, cited above: as long as the person of Jesus 
Christ itself is considered, no duality ought to be expressed. There is 
a 'two' only in the effect of Christ's activity, never in himself, be it in 
relation to the natures, the powers of knowing and willing, and 
whatever else is within Christ. Against the attacks of Theodoret on his 
anathemas, Cyril had conceded that there is to be observed in Christ 
a certain doubling (duplicitas), namely in regard to the words (voces) and 
the activities (actiones). For if Christ is also one and the same, he still 
shows different ways of producing words and deeds: some are effected 
in a divine way, the others in a human way. Despite this distinction 
of his master, Severus stresses that it is indeed only one and the same 
speaking and acting, and then formulates incisively: 'There is only one 
single activity (energeia) , only one single operative motion (motus 
operativus) , as there is also only one single speaking of the incarnate 
Logos, be it that the actions and the words have been different.'396 

There emerges from these words a conception of the God-human 
action and speech of Christ, in which everything is deduced from the 
divine Logos as nature principle. Every activity flows from above, even 
if the human principle of activity is engaged. How Severus understands 
the inner functioning of the one energeia of Christ he makes clear vis-a-vis 
the 'godless Grammarian' regarding the healing of the leper: 

While the incarnate God spoke with human tongue and said with human and clear voice 
to the leper: 'I will, be clean' (Mt 8,3), he showed through the effect that the voice, in 

395. Cf. on this jdChr 13, 489; CCT 12
, 335-6. 

396. Cf. Severus Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. Ill, ch.38: CSCO 102, p. 175,6-7. Leo's Tome 
figures as the counter-image to this (ibid., pp. 175-6). 
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keeping with the mixing (mixtio) worthy of God, has gone forth from the incarnate God; 
for the healing of the leper went together with the heard word.397 

The miracle-working of Christ thus provides the model for how the 
'one energeia' is to be understood. The activity starts from the divinity 
as the real source; it mixes itself with the human voice (or as well with 
the touch of Jesus' hand) and produces the miraculous effect in the sick 
person. The human voice is only the vehicle of the divine flow of will; 
for without a doubt Severus ascribes the 'I will' to the volition of the 
divinity. The human will of Christ clearly does not need to be active. 
Severus takes up the explanation of the miracle from Cyril, who, along 
the lines of a statement from Gregory of Nyssa in his Catechetical 
Oration,398 already excluded the 'caricature' which Leo of Rome 399 in 
his Tome is said to have given of the activity of Jesus. 

When he cleansed the leper, he did not offer (only) a speech and also did not say: 'My Father 
may will and you will be healed.' Rather he combined the healing with his own movement 
of will (nutus), as he who had in himself the paternal authority and the glory of the majesty 
of the Father. After he had expressed his decision (nutus) from his good will, he added the 
touch with his hand and granted it results. Thus we should learn that the holy workplace 
of the purification [of the leper) is also his holy body and is gathered with divine willing 
with best results for our sanctification.400 

-

To clarify the notion of the process of healing, it is to be noted that 
Cyril (and with him Severus) attributes everything explicitly to the 
divine willing (POr5;""(JI~, act of will) of the Logos. There is no talk of 
Christ's human act of will. The touch with the hand is only the instru­
ment through which the power of the divinity, which is bestowed on 
the holy body, acts on the sick person. This single energeia as activity, 
which is effective in this miracle, is now explained by Severus according 
to the body-soul analogy. He explains this most clearly in his first 
letter to the grammarian, Sergius, which we want to examine in more 

397. Ibid., ch.32: CSCO 102, p.94,27-32. 
39S. Severos Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. III, ch.32: CSCO 102, p.94,27-33, with reference 

to a text of Gregory of Nyssa (PG 45, SO), which the Grammarian wanted to utilize in order 
to deduce from it the two-natures teaching, along the lines of Leo's agit enim utraque forma. 
Against this Severos writes: 'The teacher did not say that the human nature spoke, the divine 
nature, however, acted, but that with the divine was mixed the voice that was produced in 
a human way.' 

399. Severos cites three passages from Leo's Tome (p.95,15-25). 
400. Cyril Alex., Comm. in MI (CPG 5206), a text which Lebon could not verify, but which 

is to be found in an abbreviated form in E. Schwartz, Codex Vat. gr. 1431 (Munich, 1927), 
p. 42,3-7: CSCO 102, p. 96,21-29. 
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detail. Following Ps. Basil, Contra Eunomium IV, 401 he distinguishes 
in the human activity the agent (evepyrfuac;) , the action (lvepyela) 
which in itself has no reality (is not eVlnlouraroc;) , and the effect 
(tvepY77fJev).401. Although in the human being, which is composed of 
body and soul, the genuinely human body-soul activity in effect produces 
two different types of work, intellectual and sensible-corporeal. there is 
nevertheless only one process of activity (motus operativHs, id est impetJls 
ipsius voluntatis unus),403 because the human being itself is a nature 
unity. It is always, for example, Peter (d. Mt 14,28f.) who posits and 
executes the act of the will, although the walking on the water is a 
matter for the body. This co-ordination of a nature unity from spirit 
and body the Patriarch sees to be present also in the Emmanuel. 

One can see the same in the case of Emmanuel. For there is one who acts (tvllpytfuac;), 
that is the Word of God incarnate; and there is one active movement which is activity 
(tvlfpYllla). but the things which are done (tvepl'tI94vra) are diverse. that is. (the things) 
accomplished by activity ... And it i5 not the case that . because these things which were 
done were of different kinds. we Slly that conceptually there were two natures which were 
effecting those things. for as we have said, a single God the Word incarnate performed both 
of them . .w~ 

Hence the Logos is always conceived by Severus as agens, as 
evepyrfuac;, always involved in the works mentioned. He is not only the 
final, bearing subject, to which according to the law of the communica­
tion of idiomata even purely human ads are ascribed, while the ability 
(facultas), which releases them from itself, would be the human nature. 
According to Severus, in every activity of the Emmanuel, that is. the 
incarnate Logos, the divinity participates as facultas, as nature principle, 
and not only as final, bearing subject. To prove this thesis the Patriarch 
goes through the various opera mixta which Christ effected as God­
human actor, 405 and then concludes: 

therefore that action is of the incarnate Word, to whom belongs at the same time divine 
character and humanity indivisibly. 406 

401. On the disputed authorship of this book see CPG 2837; JdChr e, 529-35 with n. 2; 
CCT 12

, 361-7. We refer to Severus Ant., Ep. 1 ad Sergium: CSCO 120, 53-70; R. Chesnut, 
Three Monophysite Christologies, 30-4. 

402. Cf. Ps. Basil, C. Eunom. IV. 1: PG 29, 689C. 
403. Severus Ant., Ep. 1 ad Sergium: CSCO 120, p.60,29-33: 'And the man who acts (in 

both cases) is one, consisting of soul and body, and the activity is one, for the active movement 
is one, which is the impetus of volition, but the things which are done (opera) are diverse, for 
one is intellectual but the other is sensible and bodily.' 

404. Severus Ant., Ep. 1 ad Sergium: CSCO 120, pp. 60,33-61,9. 
405. Ibid., 61-62. 
406. Ibid., p.62,5-7. 
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Against this are contrasted the two activities of Leo, who in the eyes of 
Severus accepted with the two acting nature principles also two bearing 
subjects, that is, two persons.407 The hypostatic union demands for the 
entire work of Christ that the Logos participate in the activity of Christ 
not only as the possessor or bearer of the human nature, but also as divine 
nature principle, even if in varying degree. In Christ every impulse to 
act comes from the Logos-power, as in every activity of the human being 
the soul is always involved. The model of interpretation of the soul-body 
action of the human being holds true in the strict serue, and not only 
analogically, for the Emmanue1. 408 Ps. Julius, who is cited explicitly 
against Sergius, is here' the godfather. 409 The mia physis is here indeed the 
immediate consequence of the vital Logos-sa~ unity, which is Christ. 
But how does Severus picture the same formula in conjunction with his 
clear confession of the soul of Christ? How is the intellectual spontaneity 
of the intellectuality of Christ incorporated into his interpretation of the 
activity of the Incarnate One? The 'Patriarch indeed stresses that the 
Logos uses his body not as a lifeless, inanimate instrument.41o 

In fact Severus finds it difficult to recognize and appreciate the genuine 
activity of the human willing of Christ4ll and to reconcile it with the 
mia-physis formula. In order to show his conception completely we must 
present a long text which Severus wrote against John the Grammarian. 
'He [John] had heard that the teacher [= Ps. Athanasius] speaks of 
two wills,412 of one (will) of fear, the human, which has its cause from 
the flesh, and the other, divine, prepared to suffer.'413 The foolish 

407. Ibid., p.62,13-21. 
408. Cf. ibid., p.63,12-28. 
409. Ibid., p. 64,9-11 = Ps. Julius, Deflde et incarn. 6: Lietzmann, p. 199,16-17. The summary 

of Severus, loc. cit., p.64,11-19. 
410. Ibid., p. 62,18-21. He says that only if Leo I with his agit enim utraque forma was right 

would the humanity of Christ be moved by a foreign force lying outside of it. 
411. R. Chesnut, Three Monophysite Christologies, 34, cites the following sentence from Ep. 

I ad Sergiurn: CSCO 120, p. 62,22-29 for such an explicit consideration of the soul of Christ: 
Apparel enim propria virtute IUII5 lalll'1"am DI!II5 ;"lmmarllllll.S, el pu ~oc!S Duo dlgrlas /zoe cOllflnnat 
... , and translates: 'It appearN that he used the strtngl" of "Is SOli/ as God incarnate.' The proprlu 
vir/llle, which Severns means, is not, however, the human soul of Christ, but the power of the 
Logos. For only if this is the case is his proof against Leo's interpretation of the stilling of the 
storm at sea conclusive, which is allowed to be worked by the human voice as SeverllS assumes. 
Chesnut, however, refers on pp. 25-9 'to the two major passages which sp~k of the relationship 
between the divine and human 'wills' in Christ: Hom. 83: PO 20, 415-417 and C. imp. Cram., 
Or. m, eh.33: CSCO 102, 132-133. 

412. See PG 26, 1021,25-32. It is not, however, a writing of Athanasius, but Marcellus of 
Ancyra, De incarnatione et c. Arianos (CPG 2806). Cf. M. Tetz, 'Zur Theologie des Markell von 
Ankyra', ZKC 75 (1964), 217-70; JdChr 13

, 426-9; CCT 12
, 284-7. 

413. Severus Ant., C. imp. Cram., Or. III. 2, ch.33: CSCO 102, p. 132,27-30. 
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Grammarian is said to believe on account of this that the Emmanuel is 
divided into two. What then? 

The body-soul analogy and the willing of Christ 

(G. imp. Gram., Or. III. 2, ch.33: CSCO 102, pp. 132,31-133,7): Do we not see in the 
human being, as we are, who is one nature and hypostasis from body and soul, how he can 
now spontaneously demand nourishment ... , but then also can reflect on that and despise 
the material food, and in its place surrender himself to heavenly thoughts in desiring likeness 
to God? Thus there are two wills in the human being; one wills what is of the flesh, the 
other what is of the soul which is created according to the image of God. Should we for 
this reason divide the human being and consider it as two natures and hypostases? By doing 
this we would make fools of ourselves. 

Application to Christ 

(CSCO 102, p.133,7-21): Even less is Christ divided into two natures. He is indeed 
one from two, from divinity and humanity, one person and hypostasis, the one nature of 
the Logos, become flesh and perfect human being. For this reason he also displays two 
wills in salvific suffering, the one which requests, the other which is prepared, the one 
human, the other divine. As he voluntarily took upon himself death in the flesh, which 
was able to take over suffering and dissolved the domination of death by killing it through 
immortality - which the resurrection had shown clearly to all - so in the flesh, whose 
fruit he could take over - it was indeed rationally animated - he voluntarily took upon 
himself the passio of fear and weakness and uttered words of request, in order through the 
divine courage to destroy the power of that fear and to give courage to the whole of 
humanity, for he became after the first Adam the second beginning of our race. 

[In the text further on we then learn that 'the two wills ought not to be assigned to 
two natures', this once again starting from the text ofPs. Athanasius or Marcellus of Ancyra]: 

(CSCO 102, pp. 133,34-134,21): The teacher of divine dogmas has characterized very well 
the request (of Christ) to avert suffering as 'will'; in this way he shows that it occurs for 
us against the inclination and will to have fear and trembling in the face of danger, but Christ 
took this over voluntarily. Thus there was really a will (as intention) present, no involuntary 
suffering. He IPs. Athanasius] immediately showed that he acknowledges the one Christ from 
two and does not divide up into two wills what belongs to one and the same, namely the 
incarnate God, by adding this after the passage cited: [Athanasius] 'He suffers from weakness, 
but he lives from the power of God' (2 Cor 13,4). The power of God is, however, the Son 
who suffered from weakness, that is from union with the flesh (UVJ,l7tAOKIf) , as a human 
being he prayed to be freed from suffering; he lives, however, through his [the Son's] power 
(PG 26, 1024). 

The Word of God was thus united to the flesh, which was endowed with a rational soul 
and was not divided after the union through the doubling of the natures. For that word 
'union' (UVJ,l7tAOKIf) ••• denotes one being existing from two in unmingledness, a formula 
which expresses essential union, but is rejected by the Council of Chalcedon. Thus one and 
the same prayed as a human being to avoid suffering ... and as God said: the spirit is willing, 
and voluntarily proceeded to suffer. Hence let us apportion neither the wills nor the words 
(voces) to two natures and forms. 

What Severus wants to see excluded is the view of Leo I of an 
actio or operatio proper to both forms and natures, each with its own 
spontaneity and freedom. There is certainly a human soul in Christ with 
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knowledge and will, but there is only one agens and for this reason 
also only one actio and operatio, which proceeds from the spontaneity 
and freedom of the one agens, namely the Logos. This singularity lies 
established in the hypostatic union, through which the rational animated 
sarx is subjected to the Logos as organon. 414 Severus explicitly reduces 
the explanation of the whole energeia to this Athanasian concept. 

(CSCO 102, p. 135,2-10): The incarnate Word has done and said this, for it is united hypo­
statically to the body and through adhering together (uvJJtPvta) it had this as an organ 415 
for the deeds, as the soul too, which is peculiar to each one of us, has chosen its own body 
as organ; the Logos does not act through an extrinsically (united) God-bearing human being, 
as the ravings of Nestorius would have, nor in the way in which an artisan uses a tool and 
thus completes the work and (not) like the way a cithara player strikes the cithara. 

From these remarks one must certainly conclude that Severus cannot 
regard in the activity of the 'incarnate Logos' his human will as the 
spontaneous or even autonomous source of acts. All intellectual energeia 
starts from the Logos principle, even if the intellectual abilities in this 
process were to be regarded as co-moved or really are so. That this is 
the Patriarch's understanding of the will as ability and willing as action 
is certainly shown with particular clarity from Homily 83, where he 
interprets Is 7,15: 'He [the Emmanuel] will eat butter and honey until 
the time in which he understands how to reject evil and to choose good.' 
For Severus it is the problem of the freedom, of the free decision, in 
the incarnate Logos that is spoken about here. What is the principle 
performing the free choice? On the basis of the verse from Isaiah the 
explanation is easy for him.416 

With respect to him [the new Adam) the prophet Isaiah says: 'Before he knows or chooses 
evil, he will choose good' (7,15). For before the child recognizes good or evil, he spurns 
evil in order to choose good. None of us, who is tested as a child, already has knowledge 
of good and evil. Only with the advance of time, it [the child) begins to distinguish them. 
But because the Emmanuel is by nature also God and goodness itself, although he has become 
a child according to the oikonomia, he did not await the time of the distinction; on the 
contrary. From the time of swaddling clothes, before he came to an age of distinguishing 
between good and evil, on the one side he spumed evil and did not listen to it, and on 
the other he chose good. These words 'he spumed' and 'he did not listen' and the other 
'he chose' show us that the Logos of God has united himself not only to the flesh, but also 

414. Cf. Severus Ant., C. imp. Gram., Or. lll, ch.33: CSCO 102, p. 136,17-20; Ep. I ad 
Sergium: CSCO 120, p. 62,8-21. 

415. The teaching of the organon is found particularly in Athan. Alex., Or. III e. Arian. 
(CPG 2093): PG 26, 376. Athanasius wants to accept the reality of the divine and human 
activities in Christ, but stresses: Proprium enim utriusque agnoscentes et utrumque ab uno peragi eon­
siderantes atque intel/igerrtes, reete credimus, nee umquam errabimus (cited in Severus: CSCO 102, 
p. 135,20-22). 

416. Severus Ant., Hom. 83: PO 20, pp. 415,15-416,15. 
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to the soul, which is endowed with will and understanding, in order to allow our souls, 
which are inclined towards evil, to lean towards choosing good and turning away from evil. 
For God as God does not need to choose good; but because for our sakes he assumed flesh 
and a spiritual soul, he took over for us this redress (redressemtnt) . 

This homily certainly shows more clearly than the controversy with 
the Grammarian that the principle of free decision for the human 
activities also of the Incarnate One is precisely this Logos in his divinity. 
For he already makes a choice, because the human spiritual organ is not 
yet capable of action or choice. Hence if the Patriarch transfers the 
freedom to decide and the actual decision to the Logos as such, then 
in the interpretation of the freedom and sinlessness of Christ he has 
not essentially passed beyond Apollinarius. There is no doubt that he 
explicitly accepts an intellectual soul in Christ. But he does not venture 
to make this soul the principle of choosing which functions by itself. 
In the view of Severus this would make the human being Jesus appear 
as a second person alongside the Logos. In Emmanuel the decision for 
good occurs through a self-movement of the human spiritual principle, 
but simply with the hypostatic union of the naturally good Logos with 
the spiritual soul. In the soul the choice for good has already been made 
with the henosis. We are the place of human decisions. For the union 
of our soul with the Logos in the incarnation is now the model for us, 
who must decide in the battle against evil only from case to case. This 
evasiveness by referring to us in the interpretation of the graced endow­
ment of the human spirit of Jesus is typical of Severus. With the 
hypostatic union the humanity of Christ has everything which is 
necessary to fulfil the messianic task, as the interpretation of the descent 
of the Holy Spirit on Jesus at his baptism has already shown us. 
Everything which appears to flow as gifts in the human nature of Jesus 
does not need to stop there, in order to take its place there; it only flows 
through, because from the very start it is only present for our sake.417 

This interpretation of the endowment of Christ's spirit is the inheritance 
of the anti-Arian teachers of the fourth century. Their fear that the 
Logos of God may be made, for example at his baptism, into a receptive 
principle, and thus into a creature, is then combined in Cyril and Severus 
with the anti-Nestorian dread that the humanity of Christ might be 
made into an autonomously active principle of salvation, and thus into 
a hypostasis of its own alongside the Logos. In spite of the repeated 
emphasis of the reality of body and soul in Christ, its spiritual-bodily 
share in the realization of salvation remains undervalued. The hegemony 

417. Cf. ibid., pp.416,15-417,17. 
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of the Logos, which was essential for the system of Apollinarius, who 
explicitly denied a human soul in Christ, is also still so narrowly con­
ceived by Cyril that no spontaneously original function in the 
divine-human action of Christ is added to the corporeal and spiritual 
powers of Christ's humanity. Severus is the drawer of the same picture 
of Christ in even stronger lines. Between Cyril and him, however, stands 
the mystical figure of Ps. Dionysius. 

The Ps. Dionysian vision 
It is surpnsmg, especially in this context, to encounter the christo­
logically most important citation from the mysterious author of the 
Ps. Dionysian writings. It is taken from the fourth letter to Gaius and 
introduced by Severus into a letter to the strategos John, which is 
transmitted only in fragments. There emerges in it a formula, which will 
take its great place in history only in the seventh century, but the 
essential content of which can be found already in Cyril. We shall present 
first the major Severan text and then place the formulations of Cyril 
beside those of Ps. Dionysius. It is clear that a coherent line of trans­
mission is recognizable. 

Severos Ant., Ep. 3 adJohannem ducem (CPG 7071,31: DP, 309,XXIV): As we have already 
developed in full breadth in other writings, we understood and understand the statement 
of the utterly wise Dionysius the Areopagite, who says: 'Since God has become a human 
being, he performed among us a new divine-human activity', of the one composite (activity) 
(J,l(av AVOtfUIlJ.lEV u6vOerov Kal VOOilJ,lEV); it cannot be interpreted other than as a 
rejection of every duality; and we confess the incarnate God, who operated in this new 
manner [this divine-human activity), as the one divine-human nature and hypostasis and also 
as the one incarnate nature of the God-Logos (Kal rov dw5pwOtvra Oeov rov ra6r'1v 
KalvonpEnWr; nEnOAlrEVJ,l8VOV J,l(av OJ,loAo),oilJ,lEV cP6ulv re Kal vnouraulv Oeaw5plKtfv, 
wunEp Kai n)v J,l(av cP6ulv rou OEOU AO)'OV uEUapKWJ,l8v'1V). 

Here is found the magic word of the new divine-human activity 
(Kalv~ (JeavopIK~ evtpye,a), which Severus characterizes as 'one', even if 
'composite', and considers as a logical interpretation of the mia-physis for­
mula. It has been too little noted that Ps. Dionysius took up the notions 
and terminology of Cyril, with which in his commentary on John 
he interprets the healing of the daughter of Jairus (Mk 5,35-37; 
Lk 7,49-56), and which he uses to explain the effects of the eucharistic 
body of Christ, as he finds them in John 6. 418 

After Severus in his discussion of the aphtharsia teaching of Julian of 

418. Cf. Cyril Alex., In Ioann. IV, ch. II,VI, 54-59: PG 73, 576C-596C; S.P.N. Cyrilli .. . 
Alexandrini in D. loannis evangelium . .. ed. P. E. Pusey, I, 528-547. The detailed analysis of this 
will follow in CCT II/3 . 
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Halicarnassus had moved from substantiating the mia physis by having 
recourse to the exchange of idiomata, or the divinization of the humanity 
of Christ, to doing it by having recourse to the unity and singularity 
of the energeia, he had to place particular demands on the operatio. Because 
the henosis is insoluble and uninterrupted, its preservation necessitates a 
constant flow of energeia or a constantly active and invariable hegemony 
of the Logos. There cannot be any more or less. But Severus distin­
guished various strengths in the controlling influence of the Logos on 
his humanity. The highest degree is present in the miraculous healings. 
But what is the case in the everyday life of the Incarnate One? We have 
seen that Severus, in the tradition of Gregory of Nyssa and Cyril of 
Alexandria, could not properly imagine such an everyday life. The hypo­
static union signified for the humanity of Christ the constant claim to 
participation in the divine life. For this reason on each occasion it also 
needed permission on the side of the godhead to hunger and suffer, even 
to die. Such a release of the flesh for the 'blameless passions', however, 
was due really to a restraining of that power, on which the hypostatic 
union was built. In warding off the teachings of Julian, Severus trapped 
himself here in an insoluble dilemma. The henosis of Christ was not 
sought on the right level. This is shown also in a new way. 

(c) Knowledge and growth of Jesus 
From tradition Severus had taken over the teaching that 'the Logos of 
God, elevated over all creatures and perfect in everything' has remained 
in the incarnation without alteration. This creates difficulties for him 
in explaining the growth of Christ (cf. Lk 2,40). He is for Severus 

A single Christ without division or partition, in one person, one hypostasis and one single 
nature of the Logos become flesh, without one being able to say that, due to (qualifying 
in) virtue, he would have become perfect ... In fact how should he have become perfect, 
who is himself in essence justice, wisdom and holiness; rather he mediates to every created 
and rational nature participation in all these perfections, and is the source of all good things 
and distributor of virtue.419 

The Patriarch also finds it difficult to acknowledge theologically the 
scriptural words about the kenosis and the growth of Jesus in their full 
compass. 

'Is it not truly stupid [for Christ himself] to speak of humiliation and also of advance or of 
becoming perfect in virtue ... ?' Is not everything only a fitting into our measure for our 
salvationl42o What has to be warded off is the Antiochene probation theory, according to which 

419. Severus Ant., Crit. tom.: CSCO 245, p. 74,8-17. The growth ofJesus is ascribed to the 
sarx; Christ's suffering is possible because he is also consubstantial with us. 

420. Ibid., pp. 74,36-75,5. 
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Christ is said to have e2rned for himself the fullness of soniliip through moral behaviour 
and the acquisition of virtue. m What increases in the earthly Jesus is only the 'progressive 
revelation of wisdom' in ccordance with the law of the oikonolllia.422 The mture of the Logos 
is always perfect and wisdom itself.423 In all 'growth' in Christ it is only a question of 0." 

becoming perfect, for which he is the absolutely valid example. 

Because Julian of Halicarnassus had recourse for his ideas, which 
are familiar to us, to the Philalethes of the Patriarch, particularly to 
chapter 44, the latter in his apologia for his work had to speak about 
the problem of Christ's growth, be it in knowledge, be it in the perfec­
tion of body and soul. Athanasius, in the struggle with the Arians, 
had already had his difficulties with this problem.424 His solution 
turned out to be so convoluted, because he did not introduce any human 
soul in Christ as the bearer, for example, of the ignorance of the day 
of judgement, but had to ward off the ignorance from the Logos as 
Logos (Mk 13,32). Although Cyril of Alexandria accepted a soul in 
Christ, neither the Thesaurus nor the Dialogue lets one ascertain that he 
acknowledged in Christ a human knowledge or a development of human 
understanding. 425 In the discussion with Theodoret and Antiochene 
christology in general, the fear of accepting a humanly limited knowl­
edge in Christ increased, as Severus shows in his Apologia for Philalethes, 
chapter 44. The question about Christ's knowledge is solved for him 
by the fact that 'Christ himself is by nature the wisdom and justice of 
God the Father (1 Cor 1,30), through whom everything, which is at 
all capable of wisdom, has become wise ... ' An imperfection in Christ, 
however, can be accepted only by those who isolate the human being 
in him from the God-Logos, so that they then declare 'through deeds 
he became perfect, he who proceeded from Mary and from David and 
has become perfect in virtue'. For this reason they must also accept that 
this human being is capable of sin and error and is weighed down 

421. lind., 76ff.: to speak of a becoming perfect in Christ would be to concede a sinful lack 
in him, as Cyril had already stressed against Theodoret (PG 76, 444D-445A); see also Severos 
Ant., Apol. Philal., ch. 44: CSCO 319, p. 22,4-23, with the comments of Hespel. 

422. Severos Ant., Crit. tOIll.: CSCO 245, p.76,18-20. 
423. For Severos Ant., ilnd., pp.92,17-93,24, Christ is sinless from infancy according to 

Is 7,15-16 (LXX), a position which the theology of the Church in general took over, even if 
it has attempted to establish it in different ways. Beyond the question of impeccability, Severos 
promoted his particular conception of interpreting Lk 2,40. Jesus has no need of development, 
because 'he is not subjected to any passion which comes from evil and sin, and he is exclusively 
good as God' (p. 93,13-15). The moral decision is transferred entirely into the divine will of 
the Logos. Cf. R. Chesnut, Three Monophysite Christologies, 28. 

424. Cf. JdChr 13
, 467-8; CCTI2

, 314-15. 
425. JdChr e, 605-9 with reference to J. Liebaert; CCT 12

, 414-17. 
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through concupiscence.426 Here, admittedly, Severus draws a border 
against Julian: he distinguishes between the weaknesses, which go 
together with sin and are therefore 'blameworthy', and the others, like 
thirst, hunger, tiredness, fear, which are 'blameless'. Only the former 
are not reconcilable with the reality of Christ, the others he took over 
freely in condescension. Thus he, the God-Logos, in the flesh which he 
united hypostatically to himself and which in a natural way is capable 
of suffering and dying, can take over 'natural and blameless passions, 
death as well, and thus die for us'. 427 

426. Cf. Severns Ant., Apol. Philal., ch.44: CSCO 319, pp.22,4-23,4. 
427. Ibid., p. 23,5-24. We should like to note what R . Chesnut, op. cit. , 29, says: 'Sometimes 

Severns talks as though there was only one decision on the part of God to submit to the laws 
of nature; at other times, he talks as though there was a new decision to make every time, 
whether to grow hungry or sleepy or anxious. Either way, as far as Severns is concerned, by 
an act of will God voluntarily submitted himself to the laws of human nature or necessity and 
took upon himself a rational, willing human hypostasis. And this act of God's will is what is 
of significance to Severns, and not the human will.' It would be worthwhile making clear that, 
because the moral decisions appear to proceed completely from the Logos as Logos, Severns does 
not need any responsible human decision in the human will of Christ. This is co-moved by the 
Logos. For this reason Severns has not fully transcended Apollinarius' 'now which is not capable 
of defeat'. 



CONCLUDING REFLECTION 

THE PANORAMA OF CHALCEDONIAN AND 
NON-CHALCEDONIAN CHRISTOLOGIES 

With the one person Severus and his imposing, diverse work, a row of 
fundamental christological positions emerged, which allow an insight 
into the state of christology around 520 and a prospect of further 
development. The discussion about Chalcedon had finally come to the 
problem itself, to the question about the mutual relationship to each 
other of different traditions and ways of speaking. What is the situation 
at the end of the discussion between Severus and his opponents? 

(1) After the Henoticon politics of Emperors Zeno and Anastasius had 
created insecurity in the Church, the Chalcedonian suggestion to solve 
the christological question was taken notice of afresh, that is, through 
the Cyrillian florilegium. It was intended that this suggestion be brought 
closer to the Alexandrian side too, by demonstrating its agreement with 
the greatest pre-Chalcedonian authority, Cyril of Alexandria. The 
Patriarch himself was so to say to be won for Chalcedon by searching 
out in his entire work the beginnings of the two-natures language. His 
mia-physis formula and the sharpness of his anathemas were carefully 
bracketed and suppressed. It was intended that both parties could in good 
conscience agree on a two-natures christology. For this suggestion the 
name 'strict Chalcedonianism' has already been established. This expres­
sion is justified, because the language of the Fourth Council was to 
prevail as the sole norm. 

(2) Through Severus of Antioch the linguistic and conceptual counter­
point to the two-natures teaching of 451 was now contrasted as sharply 
as possible. The mia-physis christology stood in unambiguous unity before 
the eyes of the Greek world in a work which surpassed everything con­
temporary. If Cyril had undergone a development and betrayed a certain 
bilingualism, then the 'new Cyril' decidedly intervened and carried out 
a purification of language, which represented now the pure type of 
mia-physis christology, as a closed christology from above with the 
emphasis on the henosis, but also with the clear confession of the reality 
and earthly existence of the humanity of Christ. The troublesome thing 
was that there were still glimpses of Apollinarius. The well-intended 
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interpretation of the mia physis through Cyril could not wipe out its 
inherent virulence. 

(3) The history of ideas displays enough examples of the fact that such 
contrary positions call for mediation in language and conception. Instead 
of such one-sided purification oflanguage in the sense of the two natures, 
or respectively in the direction of the one nature, a synthesis of language 
was intended to create peace. This was the intention of the monk 
Nephalius, and of the grammarian John of Caesarea. Instead of recip­
rocally purified conceptual language and the barriers to understanding 
created by this, it was intended that each time the language of the other 
partner would be learned and practised together, perhaps from the 
realization that neither of the two systems by itself can express the whole 
truth and avert all misunderstandings of faith in Christ. In this strategy 
the mia-physis language received the task of banning the nightmare 
'Nestorius', and the dyo-physeis terminology the task of banning the 
phantasma of Valentinus, Manes and Eutyches. Because both tendencies 
represented a continuing threat, henceforward the equally legitimate use 
of both systems of language should be explained as necessary, and 
recognized as the condition for 'orthodoxy'. In a similar way one could 
also demand the combination of a christology from above with one from 
below. If it is a matter here of first attempts, so it should be our task 
to pursue further the development of this theological peace initiative. 

(4) If in so-called 'neo-Chalcedonianism' a middle was sought from 
both extremes, which at the same time was intended to lessen the 
dangers of the positions on both sides, then such dangers have also in 
fact become evident. On the Severan side one speaks in an exaggerated 
formulation of the 'aphthartodocetism' of Julian of Halicarnassus and of 
the 'real monophysitism' of the amateur theologian Sergius. On the 
Chalcedonian side we need to examine what is to be understood by the 
'Nestorianism' of the East Syrians. Of late there has also been an attempt 
to discover among the Chalcedonians so-called 'Antiochenes', who 
are said after 451 to have combined with the formula of 451 the pre­
Chalcedonian, Antiochene christology of separation. 





PART TWO 

RETROSPECTIVE THEOLOGICAL CONSIDERATION 
OF CHALCEDON 





The challenge to the supporters of ChaIcedon through the Cyrillian­
Severan mia-physis christology did not come to a stop with the accession 
of Emperor Justin I (518-527) to the throne and with his restoration 
politics. Neither imperial edicts nor ecclesiastical feasts celebrating 
Chalcedon could dispense with truly theological discussion. In 518 the 
formula of Chalcedon, despite a broad reception in the Greek- and Latin­
speaking areas, was still a long way from an explanation that could 
substantiate it. There was still need for a great deal of work on the 
concepts and the supposition concerning them, that is, that they could 
be applied to the total conceptual form of the 'hypostatic union'. But, 
above all, the act of union itself had hardly come into perspective, despite 
the repeated examination of ancient philosophical henosis terms. If a 
radical splitting of the Church were to be definitively prevented, then 
there had to be an agreement between the parties at variance on a 
generally acceptable formula, or, what was really desirable, on a clarified 
understanding of the horos adopted by the Fourth Council. As we 
have established with Severus' opponents, Nephalius and John the 
Grammarian, in contrast to the compilers of the FlorCyr there was just 
as much a readiness to compromise on the ChaIcedonian side as on 
the Severan. We have observed the beginnings of the so-called neo­
Chalcedonian synthesis. Yet it was not based on clarified concepts, but 
simply on the intention to affirm, through the simultaneous use of 
contrary formulas, the common element of truth present in them and 
to exclude the extremes which dissolve the dogma of the incarnation, 
christologies of mingling and separation. Could the attempt to reach this 
goal also succeed by way of a profound examination and new deter­
mination of the disputed concepts and their assignation within the 
Chalcedonian formula? In the entirety of a continuous theology and 
politics of Chalcedon this had to be a real preoccupation of the Church 
after 518. We shall now proceed to study the groups of theologians and 
documents that sought to resolve difficulties in this way. First of all we 
shall consider their crown witness. 





CHAPTER ONE 

LEONTIUS OF BYZANTIUM, THE CROWN WITNESS 
OF CHALCEDONIAN CHRISTOLOGY 

SECTION ONE 

THE PERSON AND WORK OF LEONTIUS 

It is only now that researchers are in a position to reach agreement with 
regard to essentials about the person and literary corpus of the bearer 
of this name. After the epoch-making work of F. Loofs, which was 
published over a hundred years ago, l research was guided in the wrong 
direction. Erroneous judgements regarding his identity were possible for 
various reasons, but especially because the patristic sources had possessed 
a whole catalogue of people bearing the name Leontius.2 Until recently 
there was no attempt to produce a critical edition of the authentic works 
which were or should be ascribed to one and the same Leontius. This 
important goal is now close to completion.3 The necessary foundation 

1. F. Loofs, Leontius von Byzanz und die gleichnamigen Schriftstel/er der griechischen Kirche = TV 
III, 1-2 (Leipzig, 1887); idem, art., 'Leontius von Byzanz', in PRE 11 (Leipzig, 31902), 
394-8. 

2. See the indexes for ACO IV 3, 2, 2 (Berlin, 1982), 286-289; R. Schieffer offers twenty­
eight cases where a Leontius has been ascertained, without clearly separating the bearers of the 
name. Our Leontius of Byzantium is named in nos. 20 and 22, which are to be referred to the 
same bearer. Cf. the enumeration of twenty Leontii in F. Loofs, op. cit., 226-7. For our Leontius 
see nos. 13, 14, 16. 

3. See B. E. Daley, Leontius of Byzantium: A Critical Edition of his Works, with Prolegomena 
(Diss. Oxford, 1978). Cf. jdChr 11/1,66-8. Daley provides a comprehensive report on the history 
of the text and the transmission of the Corpus Leontianum. He gathers the biographical and 
literary-historical data which concern the author, and in this way creates new foundations for 
interpreting the history of dogma and theology. An exhaustive bibliography offers the underpin­
nings for understanding the research on the life and work of Leontius. Because the work has 
not yet appeared in print, we shall still cite according to PG 86, while making use of the newly 
edited text. The following texts are ascribed to Leontius of Byzantium (CPG 6813-6820), for 
which we shall use the attached abbreviations: 

Contra NestorUJnos et Eutychianos (loyoC; a') (CNE): PG 86, 1273A-1309; 
Epilyseis (Solutiones Argumentorum Severi) (Epi/): PG 86, 1916C-1945; 
Epaporemato (Triginto Capito contra Severum) (Epap): PG86, 1901B-1916B; 
Contra Aphthartodocetos (loyoC; P') (CA): PG 86, 1316D-1356C; 
Deprehensio et Triumphus super NestorUJnos (loyoC; y') (DTN): PG86, 1357B-1385B; 
Adversus Fraudes Apol/inaristorum (AFA): PG 86, 1948A-1972A; for judging this writing now 

see A. Tuilier, 'Remarques sur les fraudes des Apollinaristes et des Monophysites', in J. Dummer 
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for a new presentation and evaluation of his theology has been created. 
Here admittedly we are limiting ourselves to the central content: the 
theoretical and concrete christology of the author, who has been deter­
mined to be Leontius of Byzantium. 

From the works themselves there is little to be ascertained about his 
person. He is characterized as 'monk', 'ascetic', 'hermit', or as 'Abba 
Leontius'.4 As a young man, in his own depiction, he was the adherent 
of a group of Chalcedonians, who had chosen Diodore of Tarsus and 
Theodore of Mopsuestia as their models and masters. 5 Through a 
special 'grace from above', however, he was freed from the teeth of these 
lions to a life of 'virtue' and, driven by a yearning for this, to become 
a pilgrim.6 On the insistence of friends, but also from love of the 
'right thing', the convert decided as well to define his position in several 
books, even though he says he could show neither the necessary secular 
educational background (lew nau5e(a) nor the ability (leu;) for this. 7 

Following the experiences of the authors of the Floreyr, of John of 
Caesarea, of Bishop Julian of Halicamassus and the novice theologian 
Sergius Grammaticus, there would also be a risk that the monk from 
Palestine would rile the old lion, Severus, through his attacks. Yet 
one ought also to accept that the chances of achieving a box-office success 
with polemical writings of the earlier type against Leontius were very 
much reduced around 535/536. In 531 the new defender of Chalcedon 
had already begun to hold disputations with the 'monophysites' in the 

(ed.), Texte und Textkritik = TV 133 (Berlin, 1987), 581-90. Together with S. Rees, 'The 
Literary Activity of Leontius of Byzantium',JTS 19 (1968) (229-42), 240--2; D. Stiernon, art., 
'Uonce de Byzance', in DSp 9 (1976) (651-60), 655; Tuilier takes the work AFA as belonging 
to the questionable, or non-authentic works; 

Fragmenta ItlCerta (with Appendix III, Excerpta Leontina): PG 86, 2004C-2009C. 
4. Cf. B. E. Daley, op. cit., 1 (Title). As far as the four titles are concerned, according to 

Daley they could be used alternately for individual desert monks, in particular for those who 
lived as semi-hennits in a lavra. On this see below re Palestine. Apart from the works of Leontius, 
Daley refers to Sophronius of Jerusalem, in Photius, Bibl. cod. 231: Henry V, 66; PG 103, 
1092A5~; as well to Patriarch Gennanus of Constantinople, De haer. et syn. (CPG 8020): PG 98, 
72A1-2. 

5. See the following particulars in Leontius, DTN: (a) PG 86, 1357C: Leontius characterizes 
himself as 'member of a thiasos'; (b) PG 86, 1360D-1361A: this consists of 'Chalcedonians', who, 
however, only seem to be such; (c) PG 86, 1360D, 1364A, 1377D; for they are supporters of 
Diodore and Theodore of Mopsuestia. 

6. Leontius Byz., DTN: PG 86, 1360AB. 
7. Leontius Byz., Prologue to the collection of his works: PG 86, 1268B-1269A; DTN: 

PG 86, 1360B. According to B. E. Daley, ed. cit., introduction, II, Leontius is, however, 'clearly 
a man of considerable dialectical training, with extraordinary sharpness of mind and strong 
theological passions'. 
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basilica of Constantinople.8 He had soon made a name for himself, for 
in 532 he was already taken notice of to such an extent that he could 
participate, at least in a subordinate role, in the dialogue which was 
held in Constantinople between the supporters and opponents of 
Chalcedon. 9 To be sure, at the time of this meeting Severus was not 
yet in the capital. This was the case only in 534-536, and then on the 
initiative of Empress Theodora. tO 

Whether in this period Leontius saw or spoke with the deposed 
Patriarch himself is not reported. As the apocrisiarius of the monks of 
Palestine, he took part in the Home Synod of Constantinople, which 
lasted from 2 May to 4 June 536. The cmonophysite' patriarch at that 
time, Anthimus, was anathematized; Severus, together with Peter of 
Apamea, was condemned anew. For the first three sessions the 'monk 
Leontius' is listed among the representatives of the Palestinian monas­
teries and as signatory of three petitions from the Oriental monks. The 
three documents were addressed to the Emperor, Patriarch Menas 
and the Synod itself, and to Pope Agapetus. In the corresponding 
synodal list 'Leontius, monk and abbot and apocrisiarius of the whole 
desert' is named. U In the petitions, in contrast, the form of address 
is expanded,12 without anything new being said. Nevertheless it is 
assumed that the apocrisarius of the monks was instructed about the 
activity of Severus during his sojourn in the palace of Empress Theodora. 
Every piece of information must have been welcome to him.. Leontius 
could still read the Severan writings in the original Greek version. One 
does not have the impression, however, that he concentrated in a special 
way on the person or the individual works of the Patriarch, just as he 

B. Cf. Cyril Scyth., Vita Sabat 72: Schwartz , p.176,7- 15. 
9. Cf. ACO IV, 2, p.170,5-6. R . Scbieffer, ACO IV, 3. 2, 2, p.28B(b) separates tbe 

Leonriu5 OJIID.ed here as nn. 20 (monac/'us Hitrosolymitanus) from no. 22. 
10. cf. BVllgriUS Schol.. HE rv 10-11: Bidez-Parmcntiet, 160-161; Severus was not 

immediately ready to follow this call. as Evagriu$ reports referring to a letter of the fleeing 
Patriarch . Cf. Zachnrias Rh. cont .. HE IX 15: l:!T Hamilton-Brook.s, 253. (3) Arrival of Severus: 
HE IX 15: ET Hamilton-Ilrooks. 253; IX 16: ET Hamilton-Ilrooks, 261; IX 19: ET Hamilton­
Brooks, 265; (b) sojourn in Constantinople at the time when Pope Agapetus I W3S present: IX 
19: ET Hamilton-Brooks. 267; (c) in March 536 the expulsion of Severus and Anthimus from 
the city by Emperor Justinian I at the instigation of the Pope, who died. however , 011 22 April 
536. See novel 42: COrpllS jllris cillilis. Vol. Ul, NOllelfae,ed . Schoell-Kroll (Berlin, 1895). 263- 9. 
Empress Theodora helped Patriarch Severo! flee to Egypt. cr. John of Bph .• PO 2. 302. See 
B. Honigmann, Eveqllts e/ EII~C"ls, 153-4; on the whole matter, Ibid., 152-4; E. Stein, His/oire 
JII Bas-Empire II, 382, 386-7; P. Allen. Ellagrllls Sc/tolastlclI! , 182-5. 

11. ACO lII, 130. subsrrjplio 76; 158, $IIbscriplio 76; 165, subscriptlo BO; 174 (without 
hegoumenos), subscriptio 82. 

12. ACO III, p. 37,1-2: subscript/o 74 (to Emperor Justinian); p. 50, subscriptio 117; p. 145, 
!Ubscriptio 73. 
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also did not directly attack the person of Julian of Halicamassus. In both 
cases he aimed more at the 'group', the 'Headless Ones', the 'Aphtharto­
docetists' than at their leading theologians . Whether reference was made 
to them historically has to be demonstrated in each individual case. 

One thing is certain: after 518, or rather after 527, Leontius of 
Byzantium accepted the challenge that was addressed to the Chalcedo­
nians by Severan-J ulianist christology. With more or less new proofs he 
attempts to demonstrate that the mia physis is untenable. Expressed 
positively, by doing this he draws the basic lines of a Chalcedonian 
picture of Christ. It was obviously difficult for him to paint into this 
picture the attractive power which the Christ of the Severan mia physis 
or of the Julianist aphtharsia radiated. Severus and Julian continued to 
exercise influence in the Constantinople of Justinian I and Theodora, 
even after they had been definitively banished and condemned. The old 
Emperor himself is the best proof of this. Although Nestorianism appears 
to stand in the forefront as the opposed thesis, if we may extrapolate 
from the writing CNE, nevertheless an analysis of the work shows 
that the schema 'Nestorian-Eutychian is artificial. Both the attached 
florilegium as well as the further development of the dispute in the two 
following works (Epil and Epap) enable us to recognize that the real 
opponents of Leontius are the Severans. 

We shall now attempt to determine the role of the monk Leontius 
of Byzantium in a twofold regard which stems from his works: firstly, 
he is the speculative theologian, and this above all in CNE, Epi! and 
Epap; then be offers something like an outline of a picture of Christ, 
which can provide information for modern problems. This is particularly 
the case in the writing CA. 



SECTION TWO 

THE CHRISTOLOGY OF LEONTIUS OF BYZANTIUM 
HIS CONTRIBUTION TO SOLVING THE 

CHALCEDONIAN PROBLEM 

I. A SHORT REPORT ON RESEARCH 

In research since the study of F. Loofs/3 the monk Leontius of 
Byzantium has in many cases been overrated, this in part being caused 
by the fact that Loofs had accepted untenable biographical and literary 
historical presuppositions. In the subsequent controversy, however, 
judgements that were too negative were also made about the author, 
whose identity is difficult to determine. 

1. Literary-historical identifications 

F. Loofs identified the theological writer Leontius with three other bearers of this name from 
the sixth century, namely with 

(a) the Scythian (Gothic) monk Leontius, the active participant in the so-called theopaschite 
controversy (CPL 653 a); this was the major error. Loofs won numerous supporters for this 
thesis: V. Ermoni, J. P. Junglas (LThK lVI, 511-12), O. Bardenhewer (V, 9- 10), B. Altaner, 
Palr%gie (1938, 330), who then himself definitively excluded it: 'Der griechische Theologe 
Leontius und Leontius der skythische Monch', ThQ 127 (1947), 147-65. As early as 1914, 
however, E. Schwartz, ACO IV 2, p. XII, took a critical stance; 

(b) Leontiu5 of Jerusalem, author of Cot/Ira Monophysltas (CPG 6917) and Oll/Ira NtmorlalloI 
(CPG 6918). Here Loofs was followed by W. Rfigamer, Leolllills 11011 ByztlIrz, till Poltrn/ker 
aIlS der ZfiIJu.rtiIlUIIIJ (Diss. Wiltz-burg, 1894) and S. Rees, 'The Life and Personality of Leontills 
of Byzantium'. jTS 41 (1940), 263-80; aha too in bis later article, 'The Literary Activities 
of Leontius of Byzantium', JTS 19 (1968), 229-42. in opposition, M. Richard, 'Uoncc de 
J&usalem et Uonce de Byzance', MSR 1 (1944), 35-88 = Op. Mill. ru, no. 59. After Richard 
and against him, the Romanian deacon Ilie Fracea, in his dissertation submitted in Athens, 
'0 Ae6vTloc; BvCdvTIO<;. BfoC; Kai r.vyypd/JlJaTa (KpITIKtj gewprtart) (Athens, 1984), once 
again advocated identifying the two, Leontius of Byzantium and Leontius of Jerusalem. Accor­
ding to Fracea there was only one Leontius, who came from Constantinople, became a monk 
in Palestine and defended orthodox christology against Nestorius and monophysites. Fracea gave 
a detailed overview of the genuine works which he ascribed to Leontius of Byzantium 
(pp. 164-246). A. de Halleux provided an analysis of the dissertation in his review, RHE 81 
(1986), 139-43. Our position will be given in later remarks. 

(c) Leontill~ Scholasticus (Ps. Leontius) (CPG 6823), the author of De seclis. According to 
Loofs, De sec/ls is nothing other than 3D adaptation of a lost treatise of Leontlu$ of By:nntium. 
Ag~inst Loafs, J. P. Junglas, LiMtlus 11011 Byzollz. Studiell zu stirlell Schriften, Qllellell WId 
Amchallullgetl == PCLDG 3 (Paderborn. 1908); S. Rees, 'The De Sec/Is: A Treatise Attributed 
to Leontius of Byzantium',jTS 40 (1939), 346-60; M. Richard, 'Le trait~ "De Sectis" et Leonce 

13. F. Loofs, op. cit. (above, n. 1). 
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de Byzance', RHE 35 (1939), 695-723 = Op. Min. II, no. 55; J. Speigl, 'Der Autor der Sehrift 
"De Seetis" uber die Konzilien und die Religionspolitik Justinians', AHC 2 (1970). 207-30. 

2. Biographical identifications 

Here we presuppose with H.E. Daley cru.t Leontius, the Quthor of the Corpll5 LlrOlllillnllm 
(CNE, Epi/, Epap. CA, DTN), is identiQ\ with Leontius, the participant in the Co/wllo 
(14m Selleritlllis in 532 .in Constantinople, as well as with the theologi~n and monk of the 
Constantinopolitan Home Synod in 536 and willi the Leontius of the Vita SaMe of Cyril of 
Scythopolis. 

Cf. B. E. Daley, Ltolll(,u of Byzantium, Introduction; idelll, 'The OrigenL~m of Leontius 
of Hyzllntium', JTS 27 (1976), 333-69, where Daley argues aguinst D. B. Evans, L~onlius of 
By;zontillm: An Origcrrisl Cf,rist%gy = DOS 13 (Washington DC, 1970) and S. Otto, Person 
141111 Subsislenz. Die philosoplrlsche Alllhrop%gic des Leolliios von BYZllIIZ. Eln Beitrag Zlir SpilIOIII(hll 
Gelslesgddliclrlt (Munich, 1968). L. Perrone, 'II "Dialogo contlo gli aftartodoceti" d1 Leonzio 
di Disanzio e Severo di Antiochill', CrSt 1 (1980), 411-42. makes worthwhile observations. 

3. On the method 

In what follows we shall start from a turning-point, which can be observed in the writings 
of Leomius and whicb is contingent on his method of adapting to the opponent with whom 
he is dealing in his works. We shaU establish that in the three writings CNE, Epil and Epap, 
f!ltio Iltc%gica and dialeotic predominate, whereas in CA it is the biblical considemion, concemed 
with the economy of ,ruv3tiol1, and the sketching of a picture of Christ in accerdance with 
ChalcedonhlIl principles. 

II. THE CHRISTOLOGY OF LEONTIUS OF BYZANTIUM 

From the observations outlined above two tasks emerge for us: (1) an 
analysis of the Chalcedoniao, anti-Severan language, which Leontius uses 
for concepts and in formulas, and his contribution to solving the 
Chalcedonian question; (2) his total picture of the God-human reality 
and of the soteriological mission of Jesus in the anti-Julianist polemic 
of Leontius. 

1. The Chalcedonian, anti·Severan language of Leontius 

The powerfulness of the challenge which Severus issued to the 
Chalcedonian-Byzantine theologians expressed itself in particular demands 
for Justin's restoration after 518. With the fundamental negation of the 
mia-physis christology of Severan stamp and a return to the 'one hypostasis 
in two natures' on the side of Imperial Church politics, there awaited 
anew for theology the task of showing how in Christ 'the one and the 
same, perfect in divinity and perfect in humanity', the unity in the 
hypostasis and the duality in the natures, was to be understood and 
established. Did Leontius of Byzantium display a consciousness of the 
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problem which corresponded to this situation? In his case what was the 
relationship between the existing biblical, ecclesial kerygma of the 'Logos 
who became flesh' and the reflex entry into the christological question? 

(a) The 'subject of the incarnation' 
For Cyril and Severus the determination of the subject of the incarnation 
was already given with John 1,14; the Logos is present in the flesh. A 
remnant of Antiochene schooling seems in contrast to have remained in 
Leontius. As B. E. Daley concedes, in a series of texts the monk begins 
his theological analysis not with the eternal Logos and the history of 
his works among human beings, but with the divine fait accompli 'Jesus 
Christ', who is for him both God as well as human being. 14 How 
would he respond to the question: who is the real personal 'you' in Jesus 
of Nazareth, whom you confess as God and human being? It is as if 
Leontius answered: the hypostasis, the concrete person 'Jesus Christ' is 
neither simply divine nor simply human, although his Christ exists and 
acts wholly as God and wholly as human being; to be human and divine 
is the business of the natures and not of the person or hypostasis. In fact 
Leontius never identifies explicitly and by virtue of logical allocation the 
'one hypostasis' with the Logos as Logos.1s His denotations for Jesus of 
Nazareth are normally Christos, Soter, KyrioS. 16 To this subject denoted 
as Kyrios he also assigns the human attributes, actions and experiences. 
Is the Christ-subject also for this reason understood 'ontologically' as a 
tertium quid, as the correspondent of the Patriarch Severus, Sergius 
Scholasticus, in his way had understood this in all its strictness? The 
constancy of the characterization just described seems to point positively 
in this direction. 17 

14. Cf. B. E. Daley, 'The Christology of Leontius of Byzantium: Personalism or Dialectics', 
in Papers from the Ninth COl'.fortllce 0/1 Patristic Studies 1983, Oxford, England = Patristic Monograph 
Series, The Philadelphia Patristic FOllfl@(jOll (typescript). 

15. Idem, art. cit. 
16. Cf. L. Perrone, '11 "Dialogo contro gli aftartodoceti" di Leonzio di Bisanzio e SllVero di 

Antiochia', erSt 1 (1980), 430-1, with reference to B. E. Daley, 'The Origenisffi of 
Leontius of Byzantium',JTS 27 (1976) (333-69), 359. n. 4. On Kyrios see especially CA: PG 86, 
1325C4; 1337A8; 1341C7; 1345C8- 11; 1349Alf.; 13S2B1l; soma of the kyrlos: 134SD12; 
1348B8.C2. 

17. Cf. B. E. Daley, art. cit., 360: Leontius 'is careful to present his Christ "symmetrically". 
He is careful to attribute the human soul and flesh, as well as the human actions and experiences 
of the Incarnate Word, to "Christ" or the "Lord" rather than to "a person of the blessed Trinity"; 
he avoids the other dramatic assertions of Christ's divinity popular with his Neo-Chalcedonian 
contemporaries, like the celebrated "theopaschite formula" ... He does not deny the correctness 
of such statements, when properly understood." (For this Daley refers in n. 1 to Epil: PG 86, 
1944C2-4. Cf. also DTN 42: PG 86, 138OCl-5). 
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From these textual findings grave conclusions were drawn for judging 
Leontius' understanding of Christ. 

(1) For Leontiu Jesus Christ is a tertium q/~id in the order of 
essences. IS Such an interpretation represents a great imposition on the 
theologically and dialectically trained Leontius. He would be put on a 
par with the theologically quite unsure Sergius, the opponent of Severus. 
'Christ', as the new third entity, would be a new 'essence' from the 
infinite divinity and created humanity, as Sergius, who was just 
mentioned, had this in mind. The consequence would be a real 
theopaschism with its violation of the divine transcendence, as this would 
occur with a 'nature synthesis'. On the basis of his Antiochelle past 
Leontius had without doubt a keen eye for the inviolability of the 
divinity. which did not allow any physical synthesis in the manner of 
Apollinarianism. Certainly one can and must accept that Leontius had 
not yet transposed the formal realization of the 'one hypostasis' into the 
hypostasis of the Logos as such. Such a step needed time. The lack of 
this formal identification does not mean, however, that the monk was 
not conscious of the completeness and self-containedness of the Logos 
as such, which excluded every combination in a 'third'. That the theory 
of a normm tertium qUid is not admissible is shown by the unambiguous 
statements about the Logos, who in the one Christ takes the role of 
the subject of the incarnation and the dominant position in the whole 
structure of the Incarnate One, as it is actually described. 19 

(2) Still more incriminatory is the interpretation which would like to 

18. Thus according to P. T. R. Gray, The Defense of ChalceJon in the East (451-553) (Leiden, 
1979), 101. In the meantime Gray has moved away from this interpretation. 

19. These passages are cited following L. Perrone, '11 "Dialogo contro gli aftartodoceti" di 
Leonzio di Bisanzio e Severo di Antiochia', CrSt 1 (1980), 430 n.55: (a) CA: PG 86, 
1324D.1325B: the 'assuming' subject is indeed characterized as Kyrios, to whom the whole 
human reality of Christ is contrasted as 'assumed'. (b) PG 86, 1329C: the 'Logos' is introduced 
as the subject which gives permission for suffering (roo Aoyov tt/JIBVTOt; TO na8elv). Then twice 
in 1329CD there is talk: of the 'henosis with the Logos' which does not even effect the aphtllQrsia 
of the body, but only the substantial henosis, through which the heretical doctrine of two persons 
is excluded. (c) To the actuation of the will of the assuming togos is ascribed the ability to 
suffer, or respectively apatheia. The Logos is the dominating principle: PG 86 1332AB. (d) 
Through the Holy Spirit the Logos exercises a creative effioacy with regard to his own 'temple', 
that is, his humanity: PG 86, 1352D8-1353A3; esp. 1353A: The Logos surrounds himself with 
a temple created through the power of the Holy Spirit (tavrov neplnJ.daac;). A notion of a 
tertium qujJ can in no way be connected with the following section (PG 86, 1353A4-B3). The 
same is true with regard to the opinion that Leontlus sUJlports the adoration of the humanity 
of Christ. He does not speak of a 'special' adoration of this humanity. His gaze is directed to 
the adoration of the one hypostasis in Christ. In contrast t~e Nestorians proclaim ~nthropolatry. 
because they accept two hypostases in Christ (CNE 1: PG 86, 1273C; DTN: PG 86, 
1380D.1385CD). See V. Grumel, art. 'Leonce de Byzance', in DTC 9, 418-19. 
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make Leontius an Evagrian Origenist.2O Here too Christ is seen as a 
'new third', even if the components are different. Allegedly this Christ 
would be a synthesis from the pre-existent nous, conceived in Evagrian 
terms, which, itself a created essence, combines with the human sarx 
to become a nous-Christ. To refute this interpretation one can refer to 
a sentence in the eNE. In this sentence Leontius distinguished clearly 
between the Logos as such and the same Logos in the state of the 
incarnation: 'the Logos is not the complete Christ; he is this only when 
the human is united to him, even though he has his completeness as 
God' .21 There is no nous slotted in between. Quite the opposite: we 
find repeated with particular regularity the formula 'union according to 
the essence' or 'according to the hypostasis', the meaning of which must 
be evaluated in detail. In no case ought these two formulas be called 
upon to interpret the henosis in Christ according to the manner of a 
tertium quid. 

(b) Distinction of hypostasis and physis 
If the Chalcedonian restoration were to succeed there had to be an 
advance in clarifying the key concepts that were causing division. These 
themselves, however, were embedded in more comprehensive linguistic 
structures, the bases of which were different ways of grasping the 
mystery of Christ. If the 'monophysite' said: 'the one nature of the 
incarnate Word', the content of the concept physis was to be revealed 
by the historical point of view. First it was the Logos that was viewed, 
his physis or hypostasis; about it was stated that it has become flesh. In 
this way the concept is defined in its meaning; only that can be termed 

20. D. B. EwDS, LCOlllirls of Byzalltlum: All Orlgel/Ist CI,rislolt>gy = D0S 13 (Wasbington 
D.C., 1970). Wbat is wortbwhile in this book SllOuld not at all be overlooked, especially tb( 
textual and historical observations witb regard [0 Leontius. Nevertheless the thesis about the 
Orlgenisrn of Leontius is unacceptable. Tbe following take issue witb this thesj~: 
A. de Halleux, in his reviews in RHE 66 (1971), 977-85; MIlS 84 (1971), 553-60; B. E. Daley. 
'The Origenism of Leontius of .Byzantium'. JTS 27 (1976), 333-{j9; A. Le Boulluec, 'Con­
trovcl'Ses au sujet de Ia doctrine d'Origene sur l'llrne du Christ'. in L. Lies (ed.). OrlgelliolltJ Quarto 
(lnnsbruck, 1987) (223-37), 232-3. Endorsing tbe opinion of D. B. Evans are: J. Mejendorff. 
Christ III Basillm C/rristiaN Thought (Washington D.C., 1969). 43- 9; (dem. Byzantlrre Theology: 
Historlcnl Trerrds ImJ DoctriNal Themes (New York, 1974), 35£.; also P. T . R. Gr:a.y, The Dtfolue 
oj Cha/ceJolI, lOlf.: 'It is impossible not to see in thi.! Origeoistic notion of the \loii~-Christ 
the only conceivable explanation for Leonti\ls' tl'rtlJlm quid.' The following accept the thesis of 
Origcnisrn for Leontius without d.iscussion: W. H . C. Frend, TIlt Rist of tIlt Morwphysi/t Move. 
meNI (Cambridge. 1972), 278f. ; C . von Schenborn, SopltrOl/f de JifU$alem: Vie mOllasllqllf 1'1 COli' 

fossloll dogmatliJlft = TheolHisl 20 (Paris. 1972).48£. For a refutation see B. B. Daley, ort. cli. and 
L. Perrone, art. cit .• 429-30. 

21. Leontius Byz., CNB 2: PG 86. 1281CD. 



190 CHRIST IN CHRISTIAN TRADITION 

the nature of the Logos which is proper to him intrinsically, that which 
with him has proceeded from the Father (q,UC1lC; from q,Vl:IV). From this 
point of view the physis of Christ can only be one. To characterize the 
humanity of Christ too by physis would be equivalent to a contradiction. 
Hence the humanity of Christ could be acknowledged as whole and real, 
which must be conceded for the whole Cyrillian-Severan tradition. 
However, it ought not receive the title physis, because it has not arisen 
from the divinity by way of a phyein, but through God's special salvific 
disposal. 

The Antiochenes and the Chalcedonians referred, however, to the 
birth of the human being, Jesus, from Mary, which also demanded the 
denotation of physis for the humanity. Which then was the one hypostasis 
in Christ? After three quarters of a century of dispute it was now in 
Leontius' court to seek an answer. Severus had always taken the concrete 
physis or hypostasis of Christ as his starting-point. He had become indig­
Dant when John the Grammarian set in opposition to this concrete view 
of the one physis the abstract one of two essences (ousiai). Leontius took 
up this trail and approached the christological problem on the basis of 
Aristotle's teaching about categories. 22 

We shall start with two texts in which Leontius is concerned 
with the clarification of the fundamental Chalcedonian concepts, with 
CNE I: PG86, 1280 and with Epilysis: PG86, 1945A. 

(1) Nature and hypostasis according to CNE I: PC 86, 1280A 
'Nature is (however) not hypostasis. because the [following] proposition 
is not reversible: a hypostasis is also nature; but nature is not hypostasis.' 
After establishing this, Leontius indicates the following determinations: 

(a) for nature (physis, ousia) 
1. Nature has the predicate 'to be' (TOO elval 

.1.oyov) 
2. Nature has the meaning of eloot; (species, 

genus) 

(b) for hypostasis 
1. Hypostasis has in addition the predicate 'to 

be for itself' (/Ca8'~avTo elVa!) 
2. Hypostasis reveals 'this one or that one', i.e. 

the individual in the species 

22. On this fundamental s~ance see]. P. jung13s, Leol/ti,1S lion .By.:zal/.:z (pade.rborn, 1908), ch. 3, 
The pllilosophy ofLeontius ofByz3ntium, 66-92; V. Grurnel, m. 'Uonce de Byzance', in DTC 
9 (1926), 405-8 (alula, pltysis. eidoJ) . According to Leontius the word physu has a twofold sense: 
(3) the essence or the constitutive elementS of a substance; (b) on account of the multiplicity 
of the individuals in one IllIture pltysu denotes tb.e universal in rcl~tion to the individuals and 
receives the denotation of eido$ (spedes, kind). Thus we have two meanings: the physical and 
the logical. Ol~l;a: (a) That which is common to all substances; this is the 'second OH.lia'; GS such 
it denotes the existence of 3 thing, and not the what or how of a thing. (b) The particular 
nature of a being, thus the 'fu:st ollSia'. The latter is the most common usage in Leontius; ousia 
is synonymous with physis (cf. PG 86,1273A, 1280A. 130MB). OIlJ;a gains A special signiflcance, 
because it is a being, which is worthy of existing ill itself and not in another. 
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3. Nature shows the peculiarity of the 
general reality (Ka(JoA/lCOV npd'l'IJaTOr; 
xapaKT;'pa 6'1AOi) 

3. Hypostasis contrasts being singular to 
the universal (TOV KO/VOV TO 1cJ/oV 
dn06/aaTtUeTa/ ) 

After this delimitation there follows a response to the question: where 
in the realm of being can there be talk of physis or hypostasis? 

In summary it must be said that one speaks principally of one physis (mia physis) with regard 
to things that h:Lvc the same essence ("OIllOOIlS;O) and things which have the same being (the 
same logos of being). The concept hypostasis denotes those which are the same according to 
nature, bu> are numerically different, or things which are composed of different natures , but 
possess one community of being in contemporaneous perichoresis. I mean that they participate 
in being, not by reason of the fact that they extend tb.e ccciprocal essences (this is the case 
with regard to essences and their corresponding predicates - these are called properties -) 
but insofar as the nature and essence of each onc is nOl considered in itself, but together 
with the others that are combined or assimilated with it. One sees this happen in various 
things, not least with body and soul, whose hypostasis is common, but [each of) whose natures 
is its own and their reason (logos) is different. 

From this text it emerges that (1) 'nature' and hypostasis are not 
synonymous, and (2) the particular meanings of each are not gathered 
and contrasted with great care. When Leontius, for example, says that 
the first special feature for physis is the predicate 'to be', we have a more 
accurate statement in Severus of Antioch with his combining this 
predicate not with physis but with o>usia, which belongs etymologically 
to einai. It is important which examples are adduced for the application 
of both concepts. The advocates for the mia-physis formula receive a 
pre-established meaning for both, which they weaken with the intention 
of making them unusable by their opponents. One can also speak of mia 
physis, if things having the same essence are considered. Granted this 
holds only on the logical level, Leontius overplays the use of this formula 
on the physical level. But it is to be noted in particular that Leontius 
sees the formula of the one hypostasis in two natures as not in the 
least present in the case of the human being, who, despite two physeis, 
namely body and soul, is nevertheless one hypostasis. We shall come to 
speak about this 'anthropology' in its own right. It is of the greatest 
significance for the monk. 

(2) Nature and hypostasis according to Bpil: PG 86, 1945AD 

It is well to notice this: I'yposlasis does not mean simply and principally the perfect 
(TO T8AEIOV). but that which exists for itself (TO Ka9'tavTOV t>napxov) , and in the second 
place it means the perfect. 

Nature (</llla/r; ) in contr3.st does not at all mean that which exiSI! for itself (TO . .. 
/Ca8'at>ro ot>OOJ,lciJr; t>ndpxov 6";'07). but the perfect .. . 

We should know this: what tbe natures denote, the essence presents; what the "yposlaslJ 
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denotes has the milo of accidents, be they separable, or be they inseparable. The charaoteristics 
of simple things ate simple, which are combined with the [things) that are composed and 
combined. As this is the case with hUIrulo beings, so also in their definition: it characterizes 
their essence (ollsio) as living, rational, mortal, receptive of contrary sta tements. The conaete 
concept of their essence entails tlut . HYPOSlaJU, however, is characterized by form, colour, 
size, time, place, parents, rearing, instruction aod wbllt goes with UUlt. Everything taken 
together c;mnol be !tue of anyone dse; rather all of that belongs to one dctm:minate 
(TOV TIVO~) human being. 

And in the itfioma{Q of the nature there !!we above all tho~e which belong to the SlIme 
essence; and in the idlonlala of the hypoS{asls those also share whose logos (ralio) is different , 
if they have been assumed ioto the unity aod community of beiog (uO#/f>ora) . 

Tbis is the case with the Emmanuel: he is namely one "yposlmis of divinity and 
humanity; accordingly tbe hypo$tatic predicates are common to both; he is not, however, 
one pl'JIiI . and thus he docs not have tbe Idiomata, as they would belong to the one 
p"ysis. 

If everythiog is also stated of him as of one, this is not, however, according to the same 
re,pect (otl Ktlrd ro atlro), and not as of one plrysts. As one and the same is visible and invisi­
ble, mortal and immortal, tangible and intangible, this is still not according to the same 
I'~PL"(;t , nor acco.ding to the same logos (ratio). 

Because be Is thus one and the same, everythil)g is stated as of one, and precisely on account 
of the one "yprutll1lf and (one) prosopoll. But because tbe whole is not predicated occording 
to the same respect, but according to one or other Ireality) (Kuf'dUo Kal d).J;o),'23 hence 
the whole is 1Ilso not expressed of a single and simple p/'ysu, but of different and composed 
n~rure5. which in the union also preserve their natural property (.poaJlcqv l!ao'Hiiv 
io,orTtra). 

Thus Leontius of Byzantium was intensively occupied with con­
trasting nature and hypostasis linguistically and conceptually in order to 
be able to justify the Chalcedonian way. Without further ado we recog­
nize that, together with the theologians of the end of the ftfth century, 
he is dependent on the Cappadocian theology of the Trinity, but also 
on the language of the philosophers. On the one side are the expressions 
physis and ousia, on the other the denotations prosopon, hypostasis, atomon, 
hypokeimenotJ, as Leontius summarizes in CNE I (PG 86, 1305). With 
these last expressions he enriches the language of the Cappadocians, using 
the philosophers, particularly Porphyry. 24· 

For the theology of the Trinity Severus had condescended with Basil 
to enlist the distinction of koinon and idion, in order to distinguish nature 
and hypostasis. But he refused, as we have seen, to take this step too 

23. Cf. Gregory Naz., Ep.l01 ad Cltd. I: PG37, 18MB; jdCllr e, 538-9. 
24. M. Richard, 'Leonee et Pamphilc', RSPT 27 (1938) (27-52), 31-2; Op. Mitr. Ill, no. 58, 

draws attention to tb.is. He adduces a text from Porphyry, lsagogc = A rUm,ells Opero I ed. Acad. 
Reg. Boruss. t. IV, p. 2b, I. 47: 'One calls this aloma [inseparable, primal unitie.sj, l)t:cau~e each 
of them consists of prop«ties , the collection of which docs not.fit any other, which is part 
of 3 kind.' The words of Epi/Jsu just cited refer to this (PG 86, 1945BC) , in particular: 'Colour 
. .. denote the hyposlmls .. .' On this point Richard stresses that the description of the Irypostasis 
by the Cappadocians was already guite close to this determination of aillmol/. 
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far for the order of the oikonomia, against both the Chalcedonians, like 
John the Grammarian, and the friends of his party, like Sergius 
Scholasticus. The 'headless one' of Leontius' Epil, who really speaks for 
Sever us , still adopts the same standpoint and for that reason attacks 
Leontius' definition of hypostasis. He also continues to acknowledge 
it only for the theologia, not for the oikonomia. The 'novelty of the 
mysterium' is said to demand a logos and horos proper to it. 25 In con­
trast Leontius rightfully stresses that these same words (namely hypostasis 
and ol/.Sia) had to retain the same definition for both areas, even if the 
application of these concepts is to be regarded analogically (PG 86, 
1921CD). and the transcendence of these mysteries is always naturally 
presupposed (pG 86. 1924AB). He also supports the distinction between 
hypostasis and physis. while the 'headless one' would like to retain their 
synonymous usage (PG 86, 1924C-1925B). 

Yet here Leontius lands in grave difficulties: the ratio of the hypostasis 
coincides with that of the individuum. 26 In CNE he is not yet conscious 
of this. Not even once does he ask himself whether or not the human 
nature of Christ is individualized through the idia. Only in the Epil does 
he face up to the criticism of his opponents, which had increased in the 
meantime, and against his will allow himself to tackle this question. He 
has to admit that the human nature of Christ is individual. But 
nevertheless it is not a hypostasis, at least not in relation to the Logos. 27 

Must this dilemma not become a stimulus that could not be ignored, 
to reflect on the concept of hypostasis from an utterly new perspective? 

(c) Discoverer of the formal ratio of subsistence? 
After Loofs it had been assumed that Leontius of Byzantium, or rather 
the one taken to be this Leontius, had aimed at a double breakthrough, 
namely: (l) the discovery of a twofold concept of hypostasis and (2) the 
isolation of the particular function of 'insubsisting' in the interpretation 
of the appearance of tVIJ1loararov, which was translated by 'that which 
insubsists'. A large perspective appeared to open up. Both elements were 

25. Cf. Leonrlus Byz., opll 3: PG 86, 1921B-1925A. The 'Headless One' refers in contrast 
to Gregory of Nyssa, and intends by that his Rejiltotio CQlifeuiall/s E,man/ii III 3: PG 86, 1921B; 
Grcgory Nyss. , lac. cit.: Jaeger II, p. 131,19-22 = PG 45. 468Bl3-C3, OT 705Dll- 708A2 (accor­
ding to the appatatus of B. E. Daley's edition). 

26. Cf. Leontius Byz., Bpil: PG 86, 1928B9-11: '[The hypostasisjls separated [distinguished] 
from what is common (kolllo/l) through what is proper (idion)'; 1928C8-9: 'that, which is deter­
mined by what is its own, characterizes the hypostasis of e:4ch thing'; CNE: PG 86, 12770: 'The 
Irypostmis denotes [deijmits] the prosopo" through cbaracteristic traits.' 

27. cf. M. Richard, rLoonce de J&usalem et Honce de Byzance', MSR 1 (1944) 
(35-88) = Gp. Mill. III, no. 59, 26-7, with reference to Epil: PG 86, 1917A-C. 
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gathered from an important text of eNE, which for that reason deserves 
attentive consideration. 28 

Hypostasis, gentlemen, and the enhypostatized (~vvll'oUTa'Cov) are not one and the same 
thing. Por hypostasis refers to the Individuum. but hypostatic to the essence; and Irypostasis 
defines the person (prosoptirt) by means of the particular characteristics; the enhypostQti'led 
(AvvnOUTatOv) means, however, thllt it is not an a!dd~HI - II has iu beillg ill allo/lter alld 
is /101 perceived III itself; of this kil\d are all qualities, both tbose thllt are called properties of 
the essence as well as those which are added to the essence; none of the latter is OliSill 

[i.e. an existing thing), but is always perceived in combination with the essence, like colour 
in the body and knowing in the soul. 

The confusion about this section has to be cleared away by correctly 
interpreting a concept that was evaluated too rashly. It is a question of 
the famous ~vv1too-rat'ov, which without closer inspection has been 
interpreted as the high philosophical expression 'insubsistence'. Correct 
punctuation too can offer a decisive contribution in eliminating this 
error. This concerns the sentence at the beginning of our long text: 
' ... enhypostatized (evu1t60't'arov) means, however, that it is not an 
ac ident - it has its being in another and is not perceived in itself; of 
this kind are all qualities .. .' We have to note two points here: (1) the 
expression enhypostaton; and (2) the inserted clause which needs to be 
attributed correctly. 

(1) We have already encountered the expression enhypostaton in John 
of Caesarea. There we referred to its previous history which led us back 
to the fourth century. But even up to the time of John of Caesarea, who 
was a contemporary of Leontius of Byzantium, it had the same meaning 
as in the fourth century. A philological observation would have been 
necessary to prevent an over-interpretation of the prefix en in 
enhypostatos: 'Now the words evv1toO't'aroc; and tVOVO'IOC; seem to me 
quite clearly to be examples of those Greek adjectival formations in 
which the prefix tv- is joined to a substantive to signify the possession 
of some thing or quality, as opposed to an alpha privative, which would 
signify its absence. '29 It was precisely in this regard that Loafs missed. 

28. Leontius By'l., CNE 1: PG 86, 1277C14-1280B. 
29. Cf. B. B. Daley, 'The Chrutology of Leontius of Byzantium' (above, n. 14) Iefers to the 

words 6p</lwvot;-d</lwvor;; I!vv).ot;-dvv).ot;: lvrllJor;-drIJlot;, and comments: • 'Bvv'll'oatarOt;, 
in such a reading, would simply mean "hypostatk" , having a concrete existence, as opposed to 
"anhypostatic", or purely ab~tract.' As evIdence Daley adduces John Philoponus, the contem­
porary of Leontiu5. who in spite of great theological differences retained a strikingly similar 
vocabulary. In his COl1lr?l. 111 Physlca II 1: CAG XVI, p. 205,19 he defines the el'unotn:(IT(l 

npd.)lJJata as 'things which possess a nature (rd </lOUIV 6xovTa)'. Opposed to them are things 
which owe their existence only to theory (JJovfl T~ tn/vo/(l) (ibid., I 1, p. 4,19). 
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the mark. 3O He furnished the prefix en with its own dynamic, which 
expressed a direction through which two independent substances are 
brought together in an existential relationship. Thus he said, for 
example, that body and soul in the thought of Leontius were two 
different, independent essences or substances, which were enhypostasized 
in one concrete human being. Or fire and water too were said to be 
two different natures which were enhypostasized in one burning torch. 
Loofs commented that in the examples mentioned there was not an order 
set up between the enhypostasized, assumed, and the assuming part, 
the "ypostasis. 31 Leontius, it is claimed, did not say which of the two 
natures, which were combined through the enhypostasis, assumed the 
other. For all that, LOO£5 presupposed that the term enhypostatos referred 
an essence away from itself to another, instead of allowing it to be in 
itself, as the prefix en expresses, according to B. E. Daley. But for the 
fact that precisely at the time of Leontius the old meaning of enhypostatos 
as 'in its own reality' still held, we have clear evidence from his 
immediate surroundings, namely from the Eirenaion monastery, the 
centre of the Sleepless Monks. There the fictitious letters to Peter the 
Fuller were fabricated; these will concern us in more detail. Here we 
shall extract from them only their witness to the meaning of enhypostasis. 

In the ninth letter of the later collection, the second letter of Pope 
Felix to Peter the Fuller, the word appeared three times and its meaning 
always admitted of clear determination. 32 In all the falsified letters to 
Peter the Fuller it was a question of the so-called Trishagion controversy 
(or concretely, about the formula 'Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy 
Immortal God' and its extension through the addition 'who has been 

30. B. E. Daley, IIr/. cil., renders the cited text of Leootius according to the understanding 
of Loofs as follows: 'HyposlasiJ, gentlemen, :.lnd the enhypostasized are not the same . . . For 
the "ypostasis signifies the individual, but the enhypostasized the essence; and the "ypostasis marks 
off the person with its characteristic traits, while the enhypostasized signifies that that is not 
an accident which has its being in another and is not perceived in itself.' Cf. F. 100fs. Lto",ius 
von Byzanz (above, n. 1), 67-8. 

31. F. Loofs, op. cit., 67-8: 'Which of the two parts of the composed is the evv71oO''I'a'l'ov, 
which assumes into its hypostasiJ also the t/lVUIC; of the other, the author does not say here' (in 
PG 86, 1304BC). 

32. Col/eetio Sabbai/ica VIIl, Sp. Fe/ieiJ allera: ACO Ul, pp. 19-23. The occasion for composing 
3 part of the Letters to Peter the Pulier was present in the years 511-512, wben the 
Orienta) monk, who came to Constantinople with Severw sang the Trishagion, which in Con­
stantinople was referred to the Trinity, with the addition: 'who JmB beeD crucified for us' . On 
the monastery of the Sleepless Monks as the place of the forgery. let! E. Schwartz. PS, 292-293. 
The letter above belongs to an extension of the original collection and is connected by Scllwartz 
(op. cir., 300) with the conflict in 519. In any casc we arc DOW very close to Leontiu! of 
Byzantium. 
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crucified for us', as will be presented in more detail in Chapter Two, 
III. 2, pp. 254-9). The Antiochenes at the time of Peter understood this 
fonnula a applying to the incarnate Logos, who suffered the crucifixion 
in the assumed flesh. In Constantinople, however, this same formula was 
related to the immanent Trinity and, in contrast to the Antiochenes, 
the conclusion was drawn that it wa the divinity of the Logos that 
was crucified; this was regarded as blasphemy and interpreted as Arian­
Apollinarian 'theopaschism'. In this context the forger of the ninth letter 
of the Collectio Sabbaitica formulated three statements with regard to the 
divinity of the Logos, which he wanted to defend with the expression 
enlzypostatos. Initially We shall not translate this expression, but insert it 
in a transliteration of the Greek. 

(1) When it stands written that the Logos becrune flesh (Tn 1.14) and that the Logos was 
God (In t,le). t.hco the Logos is not invented as another God beside the Father (meaning 
as Logos oflcssened divinity. which would be capable of suffering]. The Logos is not denoted 
simply [i.e. as Logos in any sense whatever). but 3S Logos en"yposllIlOS and God the Son. 
so thot we Tecognize from our lowlincss [i.e. from thc consideration of the logos which dwells 
in u.s as blllllllD. beings] tbe s:mJ.cness of thc essence of the Pathet and of lhe Logos and of 
the Holy Spirit (AtJ)'oo; "lap oox dnAw... dUO. Ao)'oo; tvV7rOI1Tllroo; Kal Oed .. 0 vloo; 
BTP'Irlll) ?3 

(2) Hence. because the Only-begotten of God could not suffer in his own [divine] essence, 
the created and ensouled body of the Logos suffers. which this very Logos t llltypOSJaIOJ of 
God united to himself from the womb of the holy Virgin Without marital intercourse, in 
order to emerge from woman {ndOXB1 fa yeyov~ rt5/Ov TOO Ao),ou lJlljluxoV I1WJlIl, lJ1UJp 
Iloro .. 0 'toO 8800 AVlmoUTIlToo; ).6)'00; ••• tVWI11lq l!aUTQ11fpoi)J.OS\I dK ),I)VIlIKOo;).3<I 

(3) The tll/'ypoS/aIOS Logos of the Father and God entered through hearing, and mystically 
brought about the pregnauty of the holy Virgin (6 ydpTOi) 71llrpdo; tVlmOl1raTOO; /(0.10800; 
Aoyoo;) .JS 

In the three passages adduced there is talk of the God-immanent 
Trinity, in which, in contrast to Arius, a full reality of the divine 
hypostasis is attributed to the Logos. In this there is no talk of the 
reciprocal relationship of the divine hypostases or even of an insubsistence. 
It is a question only of the same hypostasis reality for the Logos, as this 
is possessed by the Father and the Holy Spirit. Etlhypostasis tbus means: 
to have 'reality as hypostasis', and indeed divine reality. 

(2) The idea of translating the expression enhypostatOtl by insubsisting' 
was also suggested by the false attribution of the phrase: 'this has its 
being in another . . .' It was referred to the word enhypostaton, instead 
of to uV/JpeP17Kor:;. which means accident and of which it is correctly 

33. Ep. Felids allera: ACO Ill. p.21.12-16. 
34. Ibid .• p. 21.17-21. 
35. Ibid .• p. 21.29-30. 
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stated: 'it has its being in another'. 36 It is precisely that which 
Leontius, however, will not accept as correct for enhypostaton. That 
which is denoted as such has its own reality - a statement which only 
becomes understandable when the origin of Leontius' teaching about 
body and soul is considered. This problem is temporarily deferred. 

A further text for 'enhypostasy' 
For his interpretation of 'enhypostasy' Loofs also referred to a seductive 
formulation in Epil, which must be discussed. 37 

That some say. however. that the humanity of Christ had not been fomled in advance [of 
the union) and had not pre-existed and had not been assumed as complete (TeAe/a), but that 
it exists in the Logos (vnourftval tv rep Aoycp) and hence one hypostasis is formed from 
both. has indeed something true in it. but in part also not. We will also concede that it 
did not exist in advance [of the union) or had been formed in advance; but on that account 
we will not concede that this is the reason for the forming of one hypostasis from both. as 
if this could not occur in another way and it is not possible for God to unite himself 
[to become one hypostasis) with a perfect human being. What kind of union then would 
make excessive demands on God? It is not the time of the union. nor the place, nor the 
incomplete state of the body which made the one Christ, but the ma/lllu of the .. /Jiorr 
(6 7:ponot; 7:;'t; tvwuewt;) made the one Christ. Not because it [the union) would have been 
impossible [if the huma.nity of Christ had already existed in advance of it). but because it 
WlIS not Btting that the humanity of Christ should have eocisted as a simple humanity with 
divinity. we reject the [idea of] creation in advance ... 

Loofs had regarded the words 'existing in the Logos' as a phrase, 
which would have been common to Leontius as well as to his opponents, 
and he had judged it as a statement parallel to his interpretation of 
enhypostaton . Loofs claimed that Leontius understood this 'insubsisting' 
as nothing other than a praedicatio of a normally independent nature 
or substance of another.38 In doing this he claimed that Leontius had 
recourse to Aristotle's distinction between a 'first' and a 'second' ousia 
or substance. The 'second substances', as abstract, could be stated of the 
'first substances' (i.e. of concrete individuals); For Christ the special case 

36. Cf. H. Stickelberger, 'Substanz und Akzidens bei Leontius von Byzanz·. TZ 36 (1980). 
155. 

37. Leontiu5 Byz .• Epil 8: PG 86, 1944CI-D3. 
38. P. Loafs, 0p. cit., 68: 'In fact the tVlnroutcuov sival in compositiollJ is a predicative being 

of otherwise independent !/>rJuelt; or OUUflll.' With regard to content this interpretation is very 
much open to dispute. Por in it the enhypost115Y, 3S Loofs understands it, would be Illade out 
to be an equation: the divinity of Christ is the humanity of Christ, which is to be strictly rejected. 
Loafs saddles Leontiu$ with an offence against the fundamental (Ules of the commllll;C{///O 
/diolll/lwfJ. namely that it is not abstl1lCl/l de tlbJt,aClLs (divinity: humanity). but concreta de eoneretis 
(God: human being). which are to be predicated. In Loafs' understanding. enhypostasy, already 
falsely interpreted in itself. would in addition be ttansferred to the on/o praedicatorum. the ideal 
order. 
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would only consist in the fact that of the 'first substance', i.e. the Logos 
or Son of God in the Trinity, it is not the 'divinity' which is stated 
as 'second substance'. but the 'humanity'. thus a 'second ousia' of a 
completely different kind. Loofs maintained that as one can predicate 
several accidents of one and the same individuum, so too can one predicate 
several 'second ousiai', although they are more than accidents. In no case 
would the hypostasis be doubled by this. 39 One can hardly interpret 
Leontius worse than Loofs did. 

But only if we have excluded this false interpretation of Leontius' 
word which we have just discussed can we ask about its particular 
meaning. A particular relationship is assumed to exist between the 
humanity of Christ and the Logos, a relationship which one can 
characterize as having its existence or subsistence in the Logos . Thus one 
can certainly discover here the idea of insubsistence, which leads to the 
unity of the hypostasis in Christ. Yet to see in this a new concept of 
hypostasis or a new idea, not grasped previously, of insubsistence would 
be to go too far. This 'insubsisting' comes about namely in no other 
way than that of the communication of the divine idiomata to the 
humanity of Christ, through which this Christ becomes 'one and the 
same Logos and Son of God in the flesh'. How this communication is 
realized Leontius explains when he reflects on the relationship of the 
two natures. 

(d) Tlte major objective of Leontius: tlte justification 
of tile formula of tlte 'two natures' 

The interest of Leontins is not directed in the frrst instance to establishing 
the mia hypostasis, but the dyo physeis. Here two problems confront 
him which he attempts to resolve with regard to the 'headless one' in 
the Epilysis. (1) What does the number two mean; how must it be 
understood, without immediately dividing the numbered realities by its 
application? (2) How is the 'manner of union' to be grasped, so that 
the two natures in Christ do not become two hypostflses? We shall discuss 
the fust question briefly. The second deserves a longer investigation. 

Leontius knows from Severus how much the proponents of the mia 
physis are horrified by the dyas. the duality. We know the significance 
of the monads teaching for the Arians.~o The dyas, one could say, is 
for both malignatltis tlaturae, i.e. intrinsically evil and intolerable for 

39. We shall pass over the further conclusion of Loofs, op. cit., 72, that Leontius with this 
theory falls in line with the Cyrillian tradition. It is refuted by the comments that follow. 

40. See ]dChr 13
, 360-6. 
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christology.41 The orthodox, i.e. Leontius, for this reason wants to 
neutralize the essence of the number: 'The nature of the number con­
sidered in itself neither joins them together, nor separates them; it also 
has no underlying realities. '42 Whether in counting I speak of unity or 
I divide depends on the counted realities. We can speak, for example, 
of five metres of wood and mean by that a single undivided piece of wood, 
which is measured using a particular scale. We can think, however, of 
one trunk sawn into five individual pieces. Similarly we can speak of 
ten bushels of corn and can ignore whether the one heap of corn is in 
fact divided according to ten separated containers or not. 

Thus for the Trinity and for the oikonomia there is also a different, 
respective application of a number which is in itself neutral. When we 
confess three hypostases in the one essence of the godhead, we do not 
divide up the one indivisible essence into three quanta, because by that 
difference and division would be expressed of it, as the Arians would 
have it. But it is different in the oikonomia, where the hypostasis of the 
Logos is united with the humanity. However, here too the number two 
does not imply a division, but only a difference. 'Above' and 'below' 
are two contrary denotations. But they could be realized in one and the 
same subject, which occupies now this position and then that. 

Thus it is also with the oikonomia. If we speak of two physeU, then we reveal their difference 
(ro ~repoe/(5t<;), not their separation (ro KeXWplUJ,ltvOV). We banish from them, even if 
they are not without reality (dvv7I:ourarOl), the number (counting) of the hypostases, as on 
the other side we confess there the number of the essences (ousiai) ... 43 

Admittedly Leontius observes that, in this juxtaposition, the use of 
human concepts fails, and everything should end in silence. Not only 
the application of hypostasis or ousia signifies the risk of a kainotomia, but 
every denotation, every name and every word does the same.44 

Thus from the form of the major christological concepts, Leontius 
believes he has justified the possibility of applying number, whether it 

41. Cf. ibid., 364 on the significance of the dyas in the Platonists. The Headless One says 
in Leontius Byz .• Epi/2: PG 86, 1920A: 'Every number is a how many (poson), the monas alone 
is without how many (aposon). Thus if the without how many (aposon) and with it being 
inseparable (atomon) is proper to the monad then it is proper to duality and every number to 
express the how many (poson) and with it the separation.' 

42. Leontius Byz., Epi/ 2: PG 86, 1920A. Cf. Leont. Schol., De seetis, VII, III-IV: PG 86, 
1241-1244 and Ch. 29 of the DP: Diekamp, 216-221 on the theme: the duality expressed of 
Christ is not that of number, but that of the nature. 

43. Leontius Byz., Epi/ 2: PG 86, 1921A. 
44. Ibid., 3: PG 86, 1924AB. 
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be one or two. What is the relationship of duality to unity in Christ? 
How does Leontius finally establish the unity? 

2. The interpretation of the 'unity' in Christ 

From the text cited above it has become clear that with his concept of 
hypostasis the monk has not advanced beyond the Cappadocian version. 
The formal ratio of the hypostasis coincides with that of the individuum. 
The idea of 'subsistence' in its differentiation from the idea of 
'individuality' is not yet directly in question. But it receives a new chance 
indirectly, insofar as in Leontius, as in no one else before him, the pro­
blem of the 'manner of the union'45 is emphasized. With this statement 
of the problem a new access is opened to his christology, not only for 
us but also for history. 

The conceptual language which Leontius uses for the problem of 
the union is now strongly tied to the body-soul analogy, or to the 
unity of body and soul, as an analogy for the christological henosis. For 
this we are referred surprisingly to neo-Platonic philosophy, as it is 
represented in the Symmikta Zetemata of Porphyry and then in Nemesius, 
the bishop of Emesa. 46 The whole complex of the transmission of this 
idea reveals to us the christology of Leontius in a singular way. We find 
the path which Greek philosophy had trodden in interpreting human 

45. Cf. on this J. P. Junglas. Leol//ius VOII Byzallz (Paderborn, 1908).88-92. A$ the main text 
Junglas names Epi/: PG 86, 1925C (see also CNB 1, Obj.7: 1297C-1308A). He say.s that dle 
following are to be regarded precisely as a commantary on the Epli text: Maximus ConI., Op. 
theol. pol. 18: Union. de! (CPG 7697, 18): PG 91, 213A-216A; John Damasc., Fragm. de Iwiont 
(CPG 8087, 8): PG 95, 232-233. Junglas, however, overestimates their similarity to those of 
Leontius. Both later authors in their enumeration of the various types of henosis indicate indeed 
an extensive agreement with Leontiu5, but differentiate themselves from him in taking the 
terminology and definition further in the decisive term €VWUII; o!iu/w,s"" substantial union. 
Junglas reads into Leontius the latter understanding. 

46. On Porphyry see H. Dl)rrie, Porphyrios' 'Symmikta Zetemata' = Zetemata H. 20 (Munich, 
1959) (here cited as Zetemata). On Nemesius: Nemesius Em., De natura hominis (CPG 3550): 
PG 40, 504-817; Ch.3 (PG 40, 592-608) is edited by R. Arnou, 'De "Platonismo" Patrum', 
in TD 21 (Rome, 1935). 50-58 (Greek and Latin); G. Verbeke and J. R. Moncho, Nemisius 
d'Emese Do Natura Homlnis. Traductioll de Burgswdio d~ Pise. Ed. erit. avec une introduction sur 
I'allthropo!ogie de Nemesills (Leidcn, 1975); H. R. Drobner, Pmon-Exegese und Christologie bel 
Allgustillf/s = PIIi!osophio Potnml 8 (Leiden , 1986), 221-5. On Priscian see R. Helm, art. 'Pris­
cianus', in PWK 22 (1954), 2328-46. On the Christianity of Priscian, ibid., 2330. His work: 
Solutiones od Cosroem regem I: ed. Dubner, pp. 558,13-560,98; Suppl. CAG 1,2, pp. 50,25-52,22; 
many texts in H. Dorrie, op. cit. On the relationship of Leontius to Nemesius-Porphyry see A. 
Grillmeier, 'Die anthropologisch-christologische Spr3cbe des Leontius von Byzanz und ihre 
Beziehung zu den Symmikta Zetematn des Neuplatonikers Porphyrius', in H. Eisenberger (ed.), 
FS Hadw;g HiJnt~r (Heidelberg, 1990), 61-72. 
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beings on a higher level in the christology of Nemesius, and, probably 
through cribbing from him, in Leontius of Byzantium. This is true for 
comprehending the realities in question: namely body and soul in the 
human being, and divinity and humanity in Christ. After these realities 
(npaY/JaTa) were determined, and then contrasted and delimited 
reciprocally, all the more pressing was the question about the henosis, 
the union of these essences which were comprehended this way or that. 
Behind the anthropological question stood the whole problem of 
multiplicity and unity in the world, of matter and spirit. Christology 
offered a tremendously broad framework to extend these cosmological­
anthropological perspectives into new dimensions. Nemesius had seized 
this possibility. In his own singular way Leontius follows Nemesius 
along this path, both in choice of language and also in the speculative 
presentation of the christological problem. Does he progress further than 
his model? 

(a) The depiction of the body-soul analogy 
If one approaches Leontius subsequent to Severus of Antioch, one is 
struck by a distinction in the way in which divinity and humanity in 
Christ are characterized. As one who confesses the mia-physis formula, 
the Patriarch thinks and speaks almost only in the terminology of physis. 
The concept of ousia has little chance with Severus, because in his eyes 
it was misused by John the Grammarian and Sergius Scholasticus, as 
has already been shown. For this reason he avoids the use of ousia as 
far as possible. It is completely the opposite with Leontius of Byzantium. 
Ousia is strongly to the fore, to depict indeed the body-soul teaching 
and christology. Still, vis-a-vis Severus, one must not overlook the fact 
that Leontius starts from ousia in the meaning of 'single essence' (ovo-fa 
npwr,,):7 the Patriarch in contrast from the abstract essence, the 
c5evrepa ovo-fa, as this had been brought into play by John the 
Grammarian and Sergius Scholasticus. This difference in the use of the 
ousia concept is conditioned both by the monk's manner of logical 
argumentation as well as by his sources. 

In their enquiry about the soul, the middle Platonists asked in the first 
place about its ousia, its essence. The teaching about the uniting of both 
was not yet their problem. Plotinus too had not yet concerned himself 
with it. The innovator for this problematic was Porphyry, precisely in 
his Symmikta Zetemata.48 For the Fathers who wanted to take over the 

47. Leontius expresses the deutera ousia by the word eidos. 
48. See H. Dorrie, Zetemata. 



202 CHRIST IN CHRISTIAN TRADITION 

body-soul analogy for christology, it was of necessity important to 
start from a form that was appropriate for this purpose. Not everything 
that the Greeks offered was useful. According to an old Greek notion 
the soul, in being tied to the body, loses its full freedom and thus 
forfeits its true existence.49 An ephemeral soul could not be an image 
for the imperishable, eternal Logos. Porphyry, who was the enemy of 
Christians, a fact which Nemesius does not forget to mention,SO had 
done some preliminary work for christology. What he had to offer we 
experience through the mediation of the bishop of Emesa. 

(i) The soul as ovu(a, indeed as ovu(a duwjJaTOr;, aVTOK(Vy/TOr;, 
ovu,wt5Y/r; 

Greek philosophy here uses strong expressions to denote the substantial reality of the soul. It 
is cspecilily the predicAte 'incorporenl' which 15 t~rded as the highest statement about the 
divine. It is the expre~sion which emphasizes most perfectly the 'effectively transcendent'. 51 
Only the 'Incorporeal essences' are also 'perfect "ypOjlllJ~S' (rd).8Ial unourduelt;): thus the soul 
IlIld the neHlS. They have energeill, power :Uld activity. 

The Obj(',(:Liv~ of the Pi:lLonists here was to subnantiate the immortality of the soul, something 
that could not be achieved with the Stoic teaching of mOOng. The Peripatetics also failed here. 
They made the soul into 3 principle of fOTIIl, into the entelechy of the body, which tell5es with 
this. In this way Aristotle defe.nded himself against a dualistic tcaching about body and soul. 
Nemesius does not consider this, wben he is incorrectly of the opinion that Arutotle denied 
the ~ubstantiaJ character of the $oul in his teaching about entelechy. S2 With Plotinos and 
Porphyry, however, something new came into the interpretation of the relationship of body 
and soul. Both emphasize 'with all dialectical means the transcendence of the soul', which 
immediately spawned a new question: how can it dwell in and unite itself with the body, which 
stands io fuodamental opposition to it?5l But let us remain for the moment with the depiction 
of the SOlll'S level of being and the corresponding denotations. Here we shall establish a striking 
relationship between Porphyry, Ncmesius and Leontius. 

(1) Porphyry: cf. H. Dorrie, Zetemata. 179-187: on the incorporeality of the soul; 187-198: 
the soul as NORTH OYl:IA. In addition 20, 44 (incorporales essentiae). On the self-movement 
of the ~ouJ: 20, 60, 123, 124, 188. 193-5. On the substantiality of the soul (ousia): 9, 10, 43, 
112. 169. Porphyry defends the incorporeality of the soul against the Stoics; the substantiality 
of the soul against the Peripatetic. 

(2) Nemesius of Emesa, De natura hominis (CPG 3550~: 
All of the three denotations mentioned are taken over. 4 The core sentence reads: the soul 
'incorporeal and essentially in itself': duw/Jarot; o6ua Kal oUuu.fJ6"r; Ka8'taIJTlfv: PG 40, 
592A12-13. 

49. Ibid., 198. 
50. Nemesius Em., De nat. hom., ch. 3: PG 40, 601B-604A. 
51. H. Dorrie, Zetemata, 186. 
52. Thus G. Verbeke/]. R. Moncho, in the Introduction sur I'anthropologie de Nemesius 

(above n.46), XLIV, n.47. 
53. Cf. H. Dorrie, Zetemata, 14. 
54. On Nemesius see F. R. Gahbauer, DIIJ anthropologische Modell. Bin Beitrag zur Christologie 

der frilhen Kirche his Chalkedon = 6stlChr 35 (Wiirzburg, 1984), 24-6; JdChr e, 574-6. 
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(3) Leontius of Byzantium: 
in general on the concept of ousia: PG 86, 1277D-1280B, 1309AB; 
the soul of the human being as oliufa: CNE I: PG 86, 1280B, 1281B; 
the soul of the human being as duwjJatoc;: ibid., 1281B; 
the soul of the human being as alito/Cfv"toC;: ibid.; 
the soul of the human being as d8avatoc;, dvw).e8poc;: ibid.; 
the soul of the human being as oliulwJ"c;: ibid., 1296C-1297A. 

(ii) The formula of the 'own being' of the soul 

203 

(1) Porphyry coins as the strongest expression for this: 'the soul exists for itself'; it can take 
on a state in which it is completely for itself (t) "'vX~ /Ca/1'tavt~v yevoJ,ltv'l) .55 'It is its own 
reality, and not simply renlity in and in respect to another for the duration of its existence', 
by which the qualities :lIe mellnt. Only for the reason that the soul exists 'in and for itself' 
ought it be reckoned among the 'whole and perfeet hypostases' (porpb. , sent . 30; IS, 12 M.).56 
This 'for itself' (/CaO'tavt6) sa;rs in addition to that: the soul has a state in which it is 'in relation­
ship' to the body (uxBuel).5 The contrary to that is, however, this /Ca8'tavt~v elval, i.e. 
to be for itself in the sense of 'not being related'. The soul has this state in the hereafter or 
in a dream. 

(2) Nemesius takes over verbatim from Porphyry this formula of the 'own being' of the soul, 
and with him takes the stand 'that the soul can separate itself from the body at will'. 58 For 
christology the expression 'in relationship' (en schese.) will have to be noted, just as much as 
the 'to be for itself'. 

(3) Leontius of Byzantium: his heavily discussed formula elVa!, lindpxelv /Ca8'tavtO 
must certainly be seen against the background of Porphyry. For Leontius it is a question of stress­
ing the substantiality of a being in contrast to the accident, 'which has being in another and 
is not considered in itself'. 59 But on that point one has to ask what Leontius has to say about 
schesis. 

(b) The range of the body-soul analogy 
In no Chalcedonian author of the sixth century whom we have 
previously discussed can we observe such a comprehensive recourse to 
anthropology as a model for christology as we can in Leontius. 60 The 

55. See H. Dorrie, Zetemata, 198-225. 
56. Cf. ibid., 220; also 178. 
57. See the important parallels between Nemesius and Porphyry in H . Dorrie, ibid., 70; in 

addition 88: 'Porphyry was the first to contrast the related existence of the soul ... to the rela­
tionless existence of the soul, turned in on itself. The soul itself is not doubled; it has, however, 
a double life in not being related and in relationship . . . ' Considered in itself, the soul has dwell­
ing in itself the energeia. Derived from that it has the schesis, through which the soul as an incor­
poreal being is tied to the body not through localized presence, but through relatedness. Could 
such a notion be taken over? 

58. Nemesius Em., De nat. hom., ch. 3: PG 40, 597 A; R. Arnou, TD 21, 53. 
59. Leontius Byz., CNE: PG 86, 1277D5-6, a clause which refers to symbebekos, the accident, 

and not to enhypoSl4ton. 
60. Leontius Byz. , CNE: PG 86, 1289C: to napdJel'YjJa tOV dv8pwnov, d. ibid., 1304B. 

Cf. J. P. Junglas, op. cit., 79-85; V. Grumel, art. 'Leonce de Byzance', in DTC 9, 404-5; M. 
Richard, 'Le traite "De seetis" et Leonce de Byzance', RHE 35 (1939) (695-723), 707-9; idem, 
'Leonce de Jerusalem et Leonce de Byzance', MSR 1 (1944), 35-88 = Cp. Min. III, no. 59. In 
all these works the relationship to Nemesius-Porphyry is not yet noted. 
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immediate occasion is the debate with the Nestorians and Eutychians, 
which had still not been concluded. The unity and differentiation of 
body and soul in the human being presented itself as the closest and 
most expressive illustration for the Chalcedonian formula of the unity 
of the hypostasis in two natures. But it holds true of the relationship of 
body and soul that 'the hypostasis is common, the nature is proper 
and according to definition different'. 61 The opponents of Leontius 
criticized this comparison and its power of proof. They found the 
first difference between the paradigm and Christ in the fact that the 
Logos is already perfect before the human being, which also has its 
completeness. In contrast the human being is composed of 'incomplete 
parts'. The Aristotelians could say, 'from incomplete natures' (naturae 
"incompletae). In Christ, on the other hand, it is different: 'He has perfect 
parts, if one can speak of parts at all. '62 In response Leontius stresses 
that the establishment of this fact by his opponents serves only to 
prove that there are two separate hypostases in Christ. He means here 
the Nestorians. In contrast the Eutychians in an ignorant manner 
would misuse and alienate this paradigm, in order to discover in it the 
'prototype of the synchysis and its exact image', the mia physiS. 63 

But lack of understanding and misuse should not stop one from 
making full use of an old tradition which had left its traces in the 
writings of the theologians. Admittedly, and the monk concedes that 
the anthropological model fits Christ only imperfectly, the 'dissimilarity' 
is not to be overlooked.64 For this reason from the outset Leontius will 
delimit the exploitation of the comparison to one central point: 'We shall 
use the example to explain that the Logos in his essence itself (ousia) is 
united to our body and is never seen without it. '65 Thus in relation to 
both elements of the comparison he works out this conclusion, which 
is important for him: in the union of an invisible and visible, of an 
immortal and mortal element, as these occur in 'human beings' and in 
Christ, their properties remain intact. That which before the union is 
invisible or visible remains so also after the uniting, which is emphasized 
particularly for the visible, mortal part against the 'Monophysites'. 
Hence Leontius can proceed in this way to prepare this paradigm for 
Chalcedonian christology. 

61. Leontius Byz., CNE: PG 86, 1280B9-10: KOIV~ j.lev q V7CO(1Taal~, 1t5la t5e q <prJal~, Kai 
o A6}'o~ t5ldq,opor;. 

62. Ibid.: PG 86, 1280C. 
63. Ibid. 
64. Cf. ibid.: PG 86, 1280D. 
65. Ibid.: PG 86, 1281Al-2: avtfi tfi ovalll tOV A6yov qvwai1al tijJ t~ qj.lWV aWj.latl. 
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(c) The manner of the union (0 rp01CO<; r;,<; tvwa8W<;) 
We do not need to present in their entirety once again the various 
types of union which had been taken over from ancient philosophy 
and discussed by the Fathers. 66 Leontius presupposes in particular four 
central forms of mixing. 

(1) Para thesis (compositio): a form of union, as in a heap of corn or sand, or in a gathering of 
human beings (army, choir); 

(2) Mbds (mixtio): bodily conceived qualities permeate a body. Example: iron glowing with fire, 
air filled with light; 

(3) Kpfl.(1f(; (mixillro): mingling of fluids (water-wine). but in such il way that the elements 
preserve their original qualities, although in combining they clearly weaken each other; 

(4) adyxvcn, (collcretio, cOlifusio): the union is all-encompassing. [n the new body there arise new 
properties. One can no longer split the rcsul~ up inro its original parts . TllU! from the Stoic 
point of view, body and soul are understood materially as rtVCOjJBVOV ¢'cPov. The previous 
qualities cease to exist in the common transitoriness of their combined parts. 

For the body-soul unity Porphyry decided to eliminate two things from the Stoic henosis: 
(a) the sy"chysis as the extinguishing ofthe previous qua.lities; (b) the idea of common perishability 
(avw/JOapftval). That resul~ed in his formula of 'unmlngled union' (dUVYXVTO' €V(l)UI~),67 
which wa~ avidly accepted by the Patbers. It held good for the Chalccdonians as well as for 
the non-Chalcedonians. (c) In this process the incorporeality of the soul is particularly to be 
emphasized. Porphyry developed the conditions for the 'manner of union' of body and soul in 
the important zelema 'on the union of soul and body,.68 The line of thought of this investi­
gation can be elicited from the third chapter of ~ "alura homillis of Nemesius of Emesa.69 

What connections between Porphyry/Nemesius and Leontius can be 
discovered? 

(i) The very wording used to state the problem, namely the formula 
of the 'manner of union' (rpo1Co<; r;,<; tvwa8w<;), is striking. In Leontius 
it receives indeed a special accent. 70 In Nemesius it is found in a con­
text which clearly refers back to Porphyry. In Porphyry the 'how of the 
union of soul and body' plays a major role, as emerges from the reproduc­
tion of his zetema in Nemesius_ 71 The Neoplatonist speaks of the eidos 

66. See above, pp.40-1 (on Severus of Antioch). 
67. Cf. H. Dorrie, Zetemato, 173-174. 
68. Ibid., 12-103. 
69. Cf. ibid., 12-99. 
70. Cf. Leontius Byz, (a) DTN, ch. 42 (Daley's numbering): PG 86, 1380BC. Leontius 

emphasizes: 01) nepl Ueewv tUT/V rtjJIV TO d}Jt/lIUpf/TOVjJevov, dUd nepl TOU Tponov TOU 6.\ov 
ICaTd XpIUTOV jJvuTf/plov ... a TpOnOt; ~f/.\a~" Tit, tvwueco~, or}alco~fu" dU'or} uXeTlICfu, 
yeyovw, •.. ; (b) eNE, Obj. 7: PG 86, 1297C: 'Enel~" ana, ICeIC(Vf/Tal no).ejJo" TOU Tponov 
Tit, evwuecot;. This is the subject of his Zetesis; (c) Epi/: PG 86, 1940C: Tpono, Tit~ tvwueco,; 
particularly clear is the position of themes in Epil: PG 86, 1944C: olhe yOop a XPOVO, Tit, 
evwueco" " a TOnOt;, "TO dTeJ.et; TOU aWjJaTO~, dU'ar}To~ a Tit, evwueco, Tpono, TOV tva 
XpIUTOV nenolf/ICev ... 

71. On this see the overview in H. D6rrie, Zetemato, 36-37 and the analysis of the individual 
passages, 37-99. As early as his second chapter Nemesius asks about the 'how of the union' (39). 
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of the henosis, which Priscian translates as forma adunationis.72 Plotinus 
had already formulated the thought that 'the way of mingling has to 
be investigated'. 73 

(ii) The concrete interpretation of the unity: the major objective of 
Leontius is to demonstrate the union in Christ as 'essential' (ovu,wt5"c;) 
(PG 86, 1925C9) or as 'union according to the essence' (fvWUl(; KaT' 
ovu(av) (PG 86, 1301C9). In contrast to a simply accidental, or a moral 
or a graced combination, as this prevails between Christians and God 
(PG 86, 1301AC), there has to be accepted in Christ this essential, 
substantial combination. 'The truth of the unity according to the essence 
is to be extolled with loud voice; one has to philosophize about it, as 
corresponds to the truth' (PG 86, 1301C9-11). 

How does Leontius explain this 'essential unity'? We shall present a 
text from CNE: 74 

In order that the distinction be clear to us between the union of things, which are united 
according to the essence, but which, however, are not changed, and the union of such things, 
whose nature it is to be changed in the union, in order that we thus know what is the 
form of the first and the result of the second kind, we want to make the following distinction 
(dil!airesis): All things are one with each other through universal, common predicates 
('ral~ Ka(J'{)).ov KOIVOTr/UI) [the universals]; they are distinguished from one another 
by specific dlffercllccs (ra1~ elt5onO/ol~ ola",opa1~); through the union one does not mingle 
that which is different, nor separate what is united through the distinctions. Rather. to speak 
paradoxically in the tradition of the Fathers, they are united in distinction and distinguished 
in being unired. 

There lire t.wo groups of unions and distinctioru: many thiug5. are united in kind (eidas) 
and distinguished in the hyposlaJeS; others are different 11;1 kind (ddos). but united in the 
hypoSlaSCS; and for these things which ate united according to kind, but distinguished in the 
hYPOSlaS/!$ [or, distinguished according to kind, in contrast united in [he l,yposlasesJ/5 the one 
group has a simple kind of union and distinction. the other a composite manner; 16 the 
individual explanation for ellis does not pertain to the present investigation; it also goes 
beyond the knowledge and understanding of most people. 

72. Ibid., 40. 
73. Plotinus, Enneadis I 1[53] 4,10. Citation in H. D1>rrie. 0p. cit., 45: '"r"reov ot rOY 

rponov r;'~ Jl(~ew~. 
74. Leontius Byz., CNE: PG 86, 1301C15-1304A14. B. E. Daley offers an alternative English 

translation of this text in JTS 27 (1976). 344. 
75. This expanded variant is added by B. E. Daley in his new edition: <"l'OVV TroV 

Ol,fll",}leVWV }lAv roit; ef6BUI, t)VWJll!vwv 61. tai~ tl1roGraoecll) (to 1304A). 
76. By 3 'simple union' (dnA;' lvwUlr;) Leontius means the combination of simple parts whioh 

are not composed. The body of the human being is of this kind. be<:au.~e It is composed of four 
elemenu. The 'composed UniOD' (lvWUlt; uuv6etO~) is one from already composed things, and 
this happens in two ways: (a) by way of mingJjng (SYllchysis) (pG 86, 1304D): an example of 
this is the blending of earth and water; (b) by way of preserving the unified parts (without 
sYlichysis): examples of this are a wick and flame; wood and fire; lli and water; body and soul; 
Logos and body-soul. Tbus the unity in ChriSL is for Leontius a Itenosis of composite parts. 
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We must rather speak of things which stand in relationship to each other through composi­
tion (C1vv8eC1I1;) or combination (C1VlJn).OlCtf) , or mixture (lCpaC1I1;) or union (lVWC1Ir;) , or 
whatever else one may call essential relationships of things with different eidos; thereby we 
leave it to those who squabble about terms (onomatomachoi) to decide which term is more 
expressive or more suitable. We are bent on knowing and have little time for choice of words. 

What Leontius is aiming at is briefly stated: 'the result must be a 
genuine, substantial unity from unmingled singular features of divinity 
and humanity'.77 The name for the result is not so important, whether 
prosopon, or hypostasis, or atomon or hypokeimenon (subject). In any case 
one needs to reject the 'Nestorian' solution of a unity, which would 
be founded only on the like worth or authority of divinity and humanity 
in Christ, or on a relatedness which implies separation (UXeulC; 
olalper:1Krf). By these means koinonia and the exchange of predicates 
(the communication of idiomata) cannot be established. On the positive 
side the unity in Christ belongs in the area of a 'composite union' 
(uuv(Jer:oc; §VWUlC;) and is defined as 'the essential relationship of natures 
which are of a different kind' (ovulcMl1C; uxeulC; r:WV er:epoelowv) (PG 86, 
1304A8); that is, realities of a different kind can relate to each other in 
a substantial relationship, which results in a hypostasis. 

In view of the expectations which had been entertained since Loofs 
with regard to the Byzantine theologian, the result of this arduous 
deduction is disappointing. That the union in Christ is 'substantial' 
(ovuuhOl1C;) , a fact which is expressed equally by the formulas 'union 
according to the essence, according to the hypostasis' (§VWU1C; Kar:' 
ovu(av, Ka(J'vnour:aulv), is not peculiar to him, but, with the exception 
of the Nestorians, belongs to the permanent stock of theology. If once 
again, however, Leontius stresses the substantiality of the henosis so 
strongly, then that is best explained by his unnamed source, namely 
Nemesius of Emesa. The latter's opponents were the Eunomians, who 
transferred to the area of christology anthropological notions about the 
unity of body and soul, which Porphyry fought against. 78 They taught 
namely that the God-Logos is not united to the body according to his 
ousia, but on the basis of the potencies (ovWiJ,lelC;) , be they of the 
divinity, or of the humanity of Christ. In this opinion they would have 
been followers of Aristotle, who saw body and soul united only on the 
basis of these potencies. 79 It is against this that the 'union according to 
the ousia' must be insisted upon. 

77. Leontius Byz., CNE: PG 86, 1305C: €v IJtv t:1 t:ovt:wv eival t:0 dnot:t).eC1lJa t:;'r; t:e 
8eot:"t:Or; lCal t:;'r; dv8pwnot:"t:or; dC1VYXVt:Or; 1010t:"r;. 

78. Cf. Nemesius Em., De nat. hom., ch.3: PG 40, 605A; Arnou, TD 21, 57. 
79. See H. Dome, Zetemata, 19; 101-102; 113, n.3; 115; 142, n.1. 
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What is striking in Leontius, however, is the special accent which he 
places on this understanding of the 'manner of the union'. According 
to him this teaching belongs to the principles, to the dpxaf, which are 
fundamental for orthodoxy. 80 In an unusually strong way the monk 
uses expressions from the semantic field around ousia.81 From this we 
can obtain a certain insight into the state of his speculation about the 

ao. Cf. Leontlus Byz., DTN 42 (Daley's numbering): PG 86, 1380B9-tJ. Nevertheless these 
first principles should not be understood as purely pltilosophical principles in Aristotle's sense, 
but the fundamental truths of cbristology, as Leontius immediately amplifies in rhis connection 
(1JaOC): 'But what are these principles? They are namely the manner of union, which is effected 
according to the essence and not according to the schesis.' As an example Leontius then adduces 
the anthropological analogy, tbis time, however, in the language that ht finds in the controversy 
with Paul of Samosata at the Synod of Antioch in 26a: 'namely tha.t the Logos is in the complete 
humanity, that which in us is the inner human being, as it is composed according to the Apostle 
... ' Leontius does not render the position of the opponents of Paul correctly. He smuggles into 
their teaching on the humanity of Christ the confession of a complete humanity (that is, with 
soul and body), while the unity in Christ was understood, however, as a strict Logos-salX bond. 
Cf. Leont. Byz.: PG 86, 1380BC with the details inJdChr e, 296-9. One should not read into 
this reference to the 'first principles' a self-surrender of the fules to the philosophical ratio with 
its methods, as is suggested by K.-H. Uthemann, 'Syllogistik im Dienst der Orthodoxie. Zwei 
unedicrte Texte byzantischer Kontroverstbeologie des 6. jahrhunderu',J6B 30 (1981), 103- 12, 
especially 106. Quite lhe contrary. The words adduced by Leontiu5 (PG 86, 1380BC) are 
strongly reminiscent of Theodotus of Ancyra, Expos/tlo symboll Nicllenl (CPG6124): PG 77, 
1313-1348, especially 1325BC, in which the teaching of tile principles is developed. Certainly 
Theodotus presupposes the teaching of the prim/pili circa quae s",,/ se/elltiae of Aristotle (Anal. 
post. A 32.a8b 27ff.), thus the teaching of the fundamental concepts of the individual sciences 
from which these have to proceed, in contradistinction to tbe prlndpill ex quibus demonstratur, 
that is, the first universal principles of thought. .But the application is to be noted. What 
Theodotus means is this: 'The fules Nicaena ought not be interrogated by reason, for it is the 
"principle" of faith ... People who deviate in thinking from this formula of faitb [Nicaea) are 
consequently not Christians, regardless of the fact that they may otherwise have something perti­
nent to !ay nbout tbe faith. Por no one outside the Church demands from the "principle" of 
tbe respective science that it be deduced, [ather one takes over the "principle" from one's teacher 
in the faith, without producing any reflection opposed to it. And truly the "principle" of the 
faith in the Only-begotten is rshould be] this reflection of the Fathers.' The statements on 
Theodotus are taken from H.-J. Sieben, Die Konzilsidee der Alten Kirche (Paderbom, Munich, 
Vienna, ZUrich, 1979), 232-5; 234 the translation of Theodotus, Exp. symb. Nic. 8: PG 77, 
1325C. On the influence of the Aristotelian teaching on principles see already, however, Basil, 
In hexaemeron I. 5-6: PG 29, 13A-17A. 

81. See in particular DTN, ch.42 (Daley's numbering): PG 86, 1380BC, where as deter­
minations of the union, there follow one after the other: ovulw6wr;, ov uxemcwr;, Kar'ovufav 
Kat ovulcMrK lvwulr; combined with Tlfv Te ,.,fav v7roumulv TaW 6150 c/ll5uewv. In addition 
CNE: -rn ovuff/. TOV Aoyov qvwu8a1 (1281A); dv8pdJ7roV c/ll5uel UVVd7rTeu8al ovulw6wC; 
(1285B); finally the formula in CNE is very strong: dppl1TOr; ydp 6VTWC; ~UTtV Kat dvevvol1ToC; 
,.,OVl1 q KaT'ovufav Te Kat oVull.Ml1C; Kat ~VV7r()umToc; lvwulC; (1300A). The contrasting picture 
is clearly recognizable in the sentence of the Eunomians which is adduced, and which Nemesius 
renders as follows: 'In some, especially in the Eunomians, it is said that the God-Logos is united 
to the body not according to the ousia, but according to the potencies (dyllameis); It is not the 
substances (ollSia;) tbat ,uc ullired and mingled, but the potencies (dynllmeis) of the body are united 
to the c1iviuc potellcies; the potencies of the body, and indeed of the organic (body) are, so to 
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unity in Christ. The unity comes about from 'essence' to 'essence', 
without mediation of the spiritual or corporeal potencies, as these would 
be proper to the divinity and humanity respectively (thus not through 
knowledge, will or senses), but through the koinonia of the substances. 
Leontius' thoughts on this subject had once again been stated by 
Nemesius before him:82 

The purely incorporeal nature permeates everything UlIhlndcred, but it itself experiences a 
permeation from no side. It is united precisely for the reason that it permeates; but because 
it itself experiences no permeation, it remains without mixing or mingling. 

The substances (ousiai) , in our case the divinity and humanity of 
Christ, communicate themselves reciprocally without mediation; this 
happens by way of a permeation (penetratio) , which occurs, however, 
only from the side of the Logos with regard to corporeal nature, not 
vice versa. In this argument Nemesius uses the word xwpeiv, which is 
well known from the Stoics, and napovu(a,83 which has a strong 
meaning. The notion which here underlies the body-soul unity implies 
that the spiritual soul penetrates the whole body unhindered, without 
being bound to one bodily place or to a partial region. While the soul 
receives nothing from the body, through its parousia it changes the 

>.Jy, the senses -areurding t Alisloti.:. With them, iO tIley claim, the divine potencies blend. 
But no one, tilis is Illy opinion, will concede to them that the scmses are corporeal potcmciC$ 
. .. Thus it is better, as nas already been said, to maintain that the UlImingled union of the 
substances (ovu/iLlv) happens corresponding to the proper nature of the lncorporeal' (Nemesius 
Em., De rrar. hom., ch . 3: PG 40, 60SAB; R. Arnou, TD 21, 57-8). The stIong usc of oruid 
is mediated through Porphyry, who stands here in the tI3di~ion of Arhtotle. Cf.]. H. Was rink, 
art. 'Aristoteles (1/9)', in RAC I, 657: 'In the third century AD, Porphyry, who in logic was 
completely on the side of the Peripatetic, through his Eisagoge made Aristotelianism accessible 
to wider circles, and thus also for the Christians.' But it is true of Aristotle, in contrast to Plato, 
that he acquired the concept of ousia anew. 'To this goal-conscious orientation of all philo­
sophizing to the concept of ousia is to be ascribed the fact that Aristotle's doctrinal system had 
achieved a monumental closedness - a closedness that allowed it to become a model for millen­
nia.' Thus H. DOrrie, art . 'Aristotelcs', in KI.Pml1y 1 (581- 91), 590. Nemesius, and following 
him Leontius. wanted to express two things by using this language and conceptudizatioD. both 
the reality in Christ of the divin.ity and humanity which were- to be uruted, as well as the reality 
of union and the unity itself. Por this ~eason the phrase from the CNE (PG 86, 1300A) JUSt 
cited (cll'ryposl410S !tated of the I,tllosis) has to be translated as 'substantial and real uruon'. 

82. Nemesius Em., De nat. hom., ch. 3: PG 40, 605B-608A. 
83. On this see H. Dorrie, Zeltmata, 70-71; 72- 73: 'Tile mere presence (and this too should 

not be thought of spatially) effects already that union which is not mingling. ' This is the opinion 
of Porphyry . Prom the 5yllllllillltl Zelelllata Nemesiu$ citC$ precisely this text (pG 40, 604A) and 
then comments that Potphyry spoke here of soul Qnd hody, but What was said is true in its 
purest form of the union of Logos and humanity in Christ (604B). Leontius speaks also of the 
dwelling of the soul in the body, but uses for this not the word parousia, but l5,aycoytf, sojourn, 
dwelling. 
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body into its own energeia.84 Porphyry further determines the body­
soul relationship by the expression 'as in a relationship' (cb~ tv axBaB'). 
The soul is also tied from the side of the body by a schesis or a desire 
(1:flnpo~ 1:, /Jonfl). But in the soul there are two states that must be 
distinguished, one free from relation, in which it preserves 'its own 
being' (Ka(J'taV1:~v elva,), but also the state of related existence. 
It carries on, one could say, a double life, in being non-related and in 
relationship. In this way Porphyry expresses the tension which exists in 
the 'unmingled henosis' of body and soul. Leontius of Byzantium too 
retains the unity of body and soul in the same strong tension, and this 
with regard to the Chalcedonian teaching of two natures. In this context 
Richard speaks of an abuse (a bus) of the anthropological analogy, which 
Leontius pushed to its limits, especially in the first book of CNE. The 
formula of the 'one hypostasis' in 'two natures' holds in the same way 
of the human being as a unity of body and soul, and of Christ, as the 
one hypostasis in divinity and humanity. 85 Most enlightening for his 
understanding of the relationship of body and soul as an analogy for 
christology is a section of Epilysis. Here he stresses first that divinity 
and humanity in Christ are not combined in a 'natural unity' (fjJva'Kwc;), 
and explains this by means of his anthropology:86 

I am far from conceding that the God-Logos has his union with our nature on the basis 
of the definition of his nature; rather I do not at all accept this way of speaking [which 
says] that the human soul by nature (t/lVUIKWt;) enters into relationship with its body without 
divine power [i.e. without divine decision of power]. 

Thus in CNE too Leontius could define the soul without a reference 
to the body: 'What does the soul lack to have its own and independent 
life, in order to have an incorporeal and self-moving substance?'87 
Without further ado we recognize Nemesius, and behind him Porphyry. 
In this way Leontius certainly gained leeway for underlining the 
transcendence of the Logos and his freedom with regard to the incarna­
tion, as well as the duality of natures in Christ. He loosened the 

84. See the texts in H. Dorrie, Zetemata, 83-84. Nemesius Em., De nat. hom., ch. 3: PG4O, 
600A; Arnou, TD 21, 54: the soul belongs to the vO"Ta, the intelligibilia, and shares their 
properties. 

85. Cf. Leontius Byz., CNE: PG 86, 1281B-1284A, a particularly important section. 
86. Idem, Epil: PG 86, 194OB; to be noted is the improvement of the text by M. Richard, 

'Leonce de Jerusalem et Leonce de Byzance', in Op. Min. III, no. 59, p. 19, n.68. 
87. Leontius Byz., CNE: PG 86, 1281B. According to Leontius there are two complete 

substances in human beings. De sectis teaches the opposite to this. How there can still be one 
nature in human beings, Leontius explains in a very convoluted way. Cf. CNE: 1289B-1293A; 
Cf. M. Richard, 'Le traite "De sectis" et Leonce de Byzance', in Op. Min. II, no. 55,708-709. 
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body-soul unity in order to refute the mia physis and to have a conclusive 
analogy for the two natures. But this was achieved at the cost of 
anthropology. For this reason he had to seek a counter-balance in 
stressing the henosis. We shall see how other authors of the sixth century, 
Leontius of Jerusalem and the author of De sectis, turned away from 
this solution. 

Leontius knows well that with the taking over of the word axtal(;, 
which is rendered by relationship, relation, and in Latin too by habitudo, 
a loaded expression is introduced. However, he also certainly recognizes 
that, for christology, it cannot simply be avoided, but it has to be 
delimited by more detailed determinations. Hence on the one side he can 
demand for the 'manner of union', as we have seen, that it must be 
'substantial' (o"alCoow~) and ought not only be 'relationship' (axerlKw~) 
(DTN, ch. 42: PG 86, 1380B; cf. Epil: PG 86, 1925C). Precisely if mingl­
ing (synchysis) may not occur and the henosis has to be realized as 'unm­
ingled' (asynchytos), one has of necessity to accept a 'relationship' between 
divinity and humanity, as between body and soul in the neo-Platonic 
view. Leontius now avails himself of composite expressions: for the unity 
in Christ it is sufficient to have a 'substantial relationship' (ovau.M~~ 
axtGl~) (CNE: PG 86, 1304A10-11); to be excluded in contrast is a 
'dividing relationship' (axtal~ OlalperlKrl), as this has been ascribed to 
the Nestorians (CNE: PG 86, 130SC) The latter is realized only accor­
ding to the dignity, by the assumed human being receiving the same 
honour as the Logos. This entails a contradiction, because in the one, 
or rather, in the combining (avVa1lrelv) of the divinity and the human 
being Jesus, it is immediately once again divided, through the acceptance 
of two hypostases. It is worth noting how modestly Leontius summarizes 
the results of his investigation into the union in Christ: 

Thus it remains after our investigation of the expression 'essential union' (tK Tqt; t~eTaaeCOt; 
TOU ),6),00 Tqt; KaT'ol>alav tvwaecot;), that we understand the special features (1016TI1Ta), 
both of the divinity as well as of the humanity, without mingling, according to the examples 
adduced above. We have compiled only a weak picture of the truth which transcends 
everything, [a picture], however, that shows that there is one single end-result from it 
(dlrOTt).eajJa), whether we call it p,050pon, or hypoSlluis, or indivisible (dTOjJOV), or subject 
(vlroKeljJevov) or whatever else you please. About this I shall not argue. 

But those who, through dignity or authority [of the Logos with regard to the human 
being Jesus] or another separating relationship in the combining, at the same time separate 
(t'I TIVI TOlavT!' axtael t51alpeT/Kfi t5/d TOU aVValrTtlv XCOpICoVTat;), our disputation has 
already refuted and has found them guilty of separating the natures by [the acceptance of 
two] hyposwes and of not accepting an exchange of statements Jbetween the natures] 
(Kal jJl1t5eJ.llav KOlvcovlav " dVT/t50alv txovaat; " dVT/t51t506aat;).8 

88. Leontius Byz., CNE: PG 86, BOSeD. 
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With these words Leontius himself testifies that even he did not 
aim at a breakthrough in the question of the distinction of hypostasis 
and physis. 

III. LEONTIUS OF BYZANTIUM AND THE 

CHALCEDONIAN PICTURE OF CHRIST 

We shall certainly have to disclaim seeing in Leontius of Byzantium the 
forerunner of a new speculative epoch in christology, as he has been 
represented from F. Loofs down to S. Otto. The analysis of his con­
ceptuallanguage and formulas no longer allows him to be seen as a great 
innovator. To discover in his christology the turn from concept to 
axiomatic theory is difficult to justify. However, it would be erroneous 
to consider the significance of Leontius for Chalcedonian christology 
only under these restrictions. We shall attempt something different. We 
want to push forward beyond his dry conceptual language and his 
syllogisms to his total theological conception of Jesus Christ, with which 
he attempted to parry the seductive misinterpretations of the earthly 
appearance of Jesus. Here he performed worthwhile service for christo­
logical development, doing this on the basis of his fundamental, sober 
Chalcedonian attitude. The whole compass of the problems, however, 
is not yet grasped by Leontius. He is still not a systematic theologian 
in the later sense. As the development in the next decades of the sixth 
century will show, three themes belong together if one reflects on the 
significance of the union of divinity and humanity in Christ for the 
properties of the humanity of Jesus: incorruptibility (uncorruptedness) of the 
body, participation in the omniscience of God, and relationship of being 
created and being uncreated in Christ. The 'holiness' of the body of Christ 
also belongs here, but only occasionally is it a theme. For Leontius the 
incorruptibility (uncorruptedness) of the body of Christ comes to the 
fore, as the writing 'Against the Aphthartodocetists' shows.89 What 
christological tendencies are visible here? 

89. For an overview see]. Pelikan, The CIJrislian TrnditloJJ 1 (Chicago-London, 197~). 266-77, 
especially 271-4. First of all we shall devote ourselves 'to the main quenion of the aplJtharsia, 
as this is treated by Leontius: Leont. Byit. , DinlogJls COl/1m aplJthartotiocetilS (CPG 6813) (CA): 
PG 86, 1316D-1356C. On this see V. Grumel, 'La soteriologie de Leonce de Byzance', EO 40 
(1937), 385-97; idem, art. 'Leonce de Byzance', in DTC 9 (1926), 400-26, especially 422-3. 
1. Perrone, 'II "Dialogo contro gli aftartodoceti" di Leonzio di Bisanzio e Severo di Antiochia', 
CrSt 1 (1980), 411-42, produces a report on research on this dialogue and new contributions 
to the interpretation of the genus litterarium. 



LEONTIUS OF BYZANTIUM 213 

1. The 'Aphthartodocetists' ('Aphthartics') 
of Leontius of Byzantium 

We encounter the denotation 'Aphthartodocetists' for the first time in 
the writings of John the Grammarian around 515. 90 Whom is Leontius 
attacking in his writing Cotltra Aphthartodocetas (CA)?91 According to 
Draguet it must be held that the concept of aphthartot, in CA implies 
being 'by nature incapable of suffering and dying'. Julian of Halicarnassus 
is different again. By this term he understands that Christ was excepted 
from the peccat14m tlatHrae and its consequences, as these affect all human 
beings. 'Uncorrupted' means for Julian's Christ 'not to be subjected by 
tlecessity to the cOIIuptedness that stems from sin'. Certainly Jesus could 
suffer and die. not from unavoidable fate, but in the free disposition of 
the Logos, which decided about the whole life of Jesus. Initially Draguet 
had accep~ed that the 'Aphthartodocetists' of Leontius' writing CA had 
supported the teaching of Julian in the interpretation of Severus.92 At 
first he did not want to accept that Leontius was dependent on the 
Patriarch in any way. but then found himself ready to make certain 
corrections to his opinion. Another interpretation was represented by 
Richard, who supported a dependence in the direction indicated:93 

corresponding to the elements offered by the Patriarch to interpret Julian, 
he claimed that the monk interpreted his Chalcedonian opponent too, 
and in so doing had consciously distorted his teaching. Leontius, he 
maintained, had wanted in this way to strike his anti-Origenist oppo­
nent, namely the neo-Chalcedonian Ephraem of Antioch, who has still 
to be treated in our work.94 The assumptions of Richard, however, do 
not stand up to examination. 

In order to achieve a clear result, according to 1. Perrone what is 
needed is a methodical reflection which has to consider the following: 
(1) CA first of all has to be considered in itself; (2) the reactions 

90. John Gram., Adll. ap),tl,arloJocetas: M. Richard, CCG 1, 68-78. Docetism is ascribed 
incorrectly co the opponents of Leontius, but ;Ill apiltiltlr:lill teaching correctly. For this reason 
we choose the following expression to charllctcrize this group - apbthartics. 

91. See F. Loofs, 'Die "Kcrzerei" Justlnians', in Hnnrnck·Eilnlllg. BeU,. z. Klrc:llengeschichte 
(Leipzig, 1921), 232-48; J. P. Junglas, Leonlius von Byzanz (Paderbom, 1908), § 12, 100-5; R. 
Draguet, Julien J'Halicarnasse (Louvain, 1924), 176-8; L. Perrone, arl. cil. 

92. R. Draguet, op. cit., 107-8; 202, n.4; 208-9; 212, n.2. 
93. M. Richard, 'Uonce de Jerusalem et Leonce de Byzance', MSR 1 (1944), 35-88 = Op. 

Min. III, no. 59. 
94. M. Richard, 'Leonce de Byzance etait-il origeniste?' RfIIEtByz 5 (1947) (31-66), 36ff.; 

Op. Min. II, no. 57. According to Richard the CA bypasses in a twofold way the real picture 
of the aphthartics: (1) through an unreliable depiction of the doctrines discussed; (2) through 
deficient proofs of the existence of those supporting them. Cf. L. Perrone, art. cit., 415, n. 10. 
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of Severus and Leontius to the aphthartodocetist teaching have to be 
compared. 9s As a result of this reflection the first facts that have been 
established, macroscopically as it were, are: In CA the argument from 
scripture and the tradition of the Fathers, which are in the background 
in the other writings, dominate. 96 Speculative argumentation, ratio 
theou,gica , is applied less rigorously and formally than in CNE, Epil and 
Epapl without, however, being excluded. For the method of Leontius . 
seen as a whole even in CA, remains a rational one, an impression which 
is intensified if one compares with it the method of Severus of Antioch. 
By 'picture of Christ' we mean the concrete presentation which Leontius 
makes of the 'earthly Jesus' in opposition to the interpretation of 
the 'Aphthartodocetists'. Here for the first time the fundamental 
Chalcedonian lines are applied to the form of the earthly Jesus, with 
discussion about what in this life was normality and what was extra­
ordinary. Is it a 'Byzantine picture of Christ', as we are accustomed to 
see it? In any case the posing of the question will prove to be useful, 
also with regard to the significance of Leontius for piety. 97 

2. Jesus Christ in his apbtbarsia 

The central point of CA is the interpretation and justification of the 
aphtharsia or uncorruptedness of Christ in the form in which it exercises 
its fascination, according to the communication of Leontius, upon the 
supporters of Chalcedon.98 This combination of Chalcedonian two­
natures teaching and the acceptance of a thorough-going aphtharsia of 
Christ is the strange thing about the dialogue partners of Leontius. 
This is an important difference from the Julianists with whom Severus 
had to deal. Together with the two natures they also profess the 

95. 1. Perrone, art. cit., 416. Here the author investigates the dialogical character of CA, which 
be states is 3 real dialogue pursued wi(h representatives of the Chalccdonil1ll-aphthartic 
Synthe$Ls. For this reason he reduces the cbnger of presenting a purely £tenuous opponent too 
one-~idedly and with distortions (422) . Perrone refers to M. Hoffmann, Dcr Dialog be; Jell 
,hrisillchelf Sc"rifts/e/l~", Jr r m rf ll 'fier jt1"rlll/7ldtrf~ = TV 96 (Berlin, 1966); B. R. Voss, Dtr Dialog 
III der Jriilrcl,risl/iC/'CH Lileralll' = Studia el Testimollia Allllq'IQ 9 (Munich, 1970); jde /If U/ 1. 89 . 

96. Idem, op. cit., 66. To be noted is the fact that among the twenty-scycn testimonials in 
the CA f10rilegium is to be found onc testimony to Ps. Dionysius Ar., D~ dlv. "'''' •. (no. 1). 
See 1. Perrone. tlrl. cit., 437- 8. 

97. For this reason we are prevented from accepting the assumption of S. Otto, Person und 
Subsistenz (Munich, 1968), who finds axiomatics in Leontius in a special way. There may well 
be some indications of it. 

98. Leontius Byz., CA: PG 86, 1317CD: led astray by the attraction of the word aphtharsia 
'some of us' have gone over to the teaching of Severos and Julian of Halicarnassus and have 
thus surrendered the whole mysterium of the incarnation. 
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Tomus Leonis.99 Correctly they apportion the apatheia, the freedom 
from suffering, to the Logos as Logos, while they ascribe suffering to 
the human nature and also advocate the so-called communication of 
idiomata: of the one Incarnate One they state both the divine superiority 
to suffering as well as the human capacity to suffer, depending on 
whether 'one and the same' is considered in his divinity or in his 
humanity (PG 86, 1320AB). That is orthodox teaching. Inconsistently 
there was in Constantinople a group of Chalcedonians who had 
obstinately sworn to ascribe to the earthly Jesus freedom from suffering 
and corruptibility in general, and indeed as a perduring physical quality 
(PG 86, 1320B). 

Leontius recognized the harm which the ecclesial understanding of the 
incarnation of Christ would suffer because of this. It would be turned 
around and practically annihilated. What does this new teaching imply? 
How was it justified? 

As Chalcedonians, the dialogue partners of Leontius strongly profess 
positions which one would expect from Julianists who stand on the 
platform of the mia-physis teaching. The beginnings of the exaggerations 
of the Chalcedonians lay in the particular understanding of the henosis, 
an expression of which Leontius is very fond. The union in Christ here 
receives not only the function of combining the two natures, but also 
of altering them. Here an old conception of the antique teaching of 
mixing crept in, which holds that a substantial joining demands also a 
certain alteration of the parts that unite. Now it was clear to all the 
Fathers that the unity in Christ must have its significance for the 
humanity of Christ, despite the demand for an 'unmingled henosis'. The 
union of God and a human being is indeed a joining of 'infinite' and 
'finite'. The more serious, the more 'essential', the more 'substantial' it 
had to be taken, the more the tension increased. Could the state of the 
kenosis still be taken seriously? Even to speak of that was also difficult 
for the Aphthartodocetists of Constantinople, as we encounter them in 
CA. Philippians 2,5-11 appears to play hardly any role. 

Those enthusiastic about the aphtharsia of Christ demand that the effect 
of the henosis commence immediately with the coming into existence of 
Christ, whereby it is difficult to denote the precise moment. The Logos 
has certainly assumed from Mary in the womb something corruptible 
(cp(Jap-r6v); but he changed it immediately into aphtharsia (8v(Jew~ 

99. Thus they acknowledge Leo's incriminating formula 'each of the two forms acts' (agit 
enim utraque forma). 
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aU'l'a npar; acpOapu(av jJBTBKBpaUa'l'O ).100 Thus the central point of the 
teaching of Julian of Halicarnassus is taken up, but in a modified, inten­
sified form. Julian himself did not accept any effective, qualitative 
alteration of the humanity of Christ, but he saw this only as not 
subjected to the necessity of corruptedness. In freedom the Logos could 
resign his body to suffering or preserve it from this. The perduring 
capacity to suffer as such he did not see interfered with by this. 
The Aphthartodocetists of CA demand more: the aphtharsia begins 
immediately with the assumption of humanity, and tied to it is the 
apatheia, as the actual state of Jesus. Now a particular intervention of 
the Logos is needed, not to hold suffering at a distance, but first to admit 
it at all. The 'miracle' in the life of Jesus and the 'natural' (the .to),oe; 
cpVUBWe;) change places. 101 Indeed these strange Chalcedonians are 
convinced of the reality of the human nature and its real capacity to 
suffer. They are not docetists who accept a fictitious body or fictitious 
suffering. The name 'Aphtharto-Docetists' is artificial as a heresiological 
construct and ought not be applied to the Chalcedonian risk group at 
Constantinople. 

It is worthwhile going into this strange aberration in more detail. This 
particular state of Christ's human nature occurs firstly on the basis of 
the union and is not required for it, if one looks at its nature and takes 
it in its nature (KaTel cpVUIV). 'The body is not free from suffering and 
uncorrupted according to nature, but by power of the union with the 
God-Logos.'102 For this reason the 'essential, substantial combination' 
of the humanity of Christ with the divinity becomes not only an 
unfulfilled claim to uncorruptedness during life on earth, but leads 
to an actual change: 'How was it then possible that that which was 
united to the uncorrupted Logos did not shed the corrupted nature?'103 
Leontius finds the whole process rather complicated: first of all the 
body of Christ is supposed capable of suffering from the side of the 
mother (PG 86, 1328D), but then immediately to be uncorrupted 
(1329AB). Leontius summarizes the consequences that this leads to 
in his judgement: thus if the Logos did not want, nothing of natural 

100. Leontius Byz., CA: PG 86, 1329B5~. 
101. Ibid., PG 86, 1321Bl1-12: veiIJqJ 8avIJcJTo~, dll'ou lOYQ) q,vClec,t)(;. Cf. ibid., 1329C: 

'Christ has indeed suffered, but not out of necessity' (dvuYK!I q,vCleCtJ~, dUd ).6YqJ olKovoIJlar; 
TOU Aoyov Aq,ItVTor; TO 7la8eiv). Here there is certainly allusion to a phrase of Cyril of Alexan­
dria, which had already played a role in Severos of Antioch (d. above, pp. 104-5, n. 259 with 
reference to PO 12, 184-185). 

102. Leontius Byz., CA: PG 86, 1325B. 
103. Ibid., PG 86, 1329A2-3; 1329A1 refers to a more far-reaching act: TO rcpoCllf/q,8Av 

elr; dq,8apCllav IJeTeClKevu'eTo (what was assumed was transformed into uncorruptedness). 
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symptoms would be bestowed on the flesh (1332A). The picture of 
Christ is developed and presented as in a negative: impassibility and 
immortality in Christ are the 'natural' state and rejoice in the stability 
and unchangeableness of natural laws, insofar as a particular intervention 
does not happen. The actual suffering in the body of Christ happens 
because of a miracle ((JaVJ.laTO~ AO}/CP). 104 

It is important to recognize how much is at stake in this for the picture 
of Christ and the whole religious relationship of Christians to the life 
of Christ. On the whole there was a threat of a devaluation of the 
incarnation itself. The descending Christ, as it were, ought no longer 
to touch the ground, but rather he must immediately be 'released' 
from it. Where was there still a place for kenosis and the cross? Was 
Philippians 2,5-11 completely forgotten? What possibility was still there 
for an imitatio Christi, the crucified? From the intensity of the reaction 
of Leontius to this false stressing and ordering of the aphtharsia of Christ 
we recognize that he must have feared quite considerable damage for the 
ecclesial picture of Christ. Hence it is of significance to grasp this reaction 
in its peculiarity and to appreciate it. Perhaps it is on the success or 
lack of success of this critique that the real significance of Leontius 
is to be decided more clearly, rather than on his work on concepts 
and formulas. 

3. Leontius' critique of the aphtbarsia teaching 
and his own contrasting picture 

(a) Fundamental objections and their evaluation 
Not all of Leontius' counter-arguments are convincing. His claim that, 
if Jesus had been impassible from the beginning, he would not have 
freely relinquished this privilege (PG 86, 1329CD), sounds rather weak. 
Against this speak the Pauline passages of the kenosis (Phil2,5-11) and 
of the voluntary poverty of Christ (2 Cor 8,9). For Leontius himself 
it is significant that he frees himself to some extent from the 
theologumenon that dupes his dialogue partners, namely from the idea 
of suffering 'when the Logos permits'. Indeed, he too accepts an 
intervention of the divine Logos in questions of Christ's suffering, but 
he has an essentially better formulation of it. Moreover, it needed no 
'exemption'. Only in one particular respect should it be necessary. For 
'the Logos allowed a nature, which naturally could suffer, to do without 

104. Thus the aphthartic in CA: PG 86, 1333D. 
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sin (dvaj4apnf'rwr;) that which corresponded to its nature'. 105 In this 
way a good theological element is introduced into christology, the idea 
of a graced guarantee of the sinlessness of the human will of Christ. 
Such a graced help signifies no alteration to the human capabilities of 
Christ. Nevertheless for Leontius it remains the case that, in order to 
make the human nature of Christ passible, there is no need for permission 
from the Logos.l06 This important recognition entails a correction of 
the christology of Gregory of Nyssa and other Fathers of the fourth and 
fifth centuries,107 in whose writings, because of their understanding of 
the unity in Christ, it had to be 'natural' for him not to suffer. Certainly 
Leontius too sees the transforming will of the Logos at work in the life 
of}esus, not for the purpose of permitting suffering, but on the contrary, 
when it occurs, of allowing the definitive, eschatological freedom from 
suffering to shine through in the transfiguration. For the flesh of 
Christ 'had impassibility not with the union, but from the will of the 
one uniting, who disposed ofit to his advantage (OiKOVOj4ofJV'ror;) accor­
ding to the occasion' .108 Whether this reversal is sufficiently established 
is to be tested in the context of the fourth fundamental proposition just 
cited. 

On the contrary it is thus: when the flesh bears the sufferings that are natural to it, 
the Logos with many others sends it control over the passions (Tllv KaTd na(Jwv 
t7rlKpaTelav). For the 'physical bond' (qvlJl/lvta) of the Logos with the flesh is inseparable 
and absolutely insoluble. To be free from suffering was not possible for the body in every 
respect. For it had this freedom from suffering (TO dna8tt;) not from the union as such, 
but from the will of the one united (Logos), who disposed of this according to the moment 
and the need. If this is not the case, one must concede one thing of both: either the nature 
did not suffer at all, provided that it had become free from suffering through the union, 
or, if it has suffered, it has completely fallen out of the union .109 

Here Leontius makes clear some important features of the Chalcedo­
nian picture of Christ. (1) The henosis with the Logos means for the 
human nature of Christ no qualitative change, apart from the fact that 

105. Ibid., 1332A. 
106. Ibid.: 'It was not the C3,e that the flesll was superior to suffering (dvw't'spa Ka'l'd 4lvo'IV 

naO@v obqa) and only became pallible through the Logos.' The aphthartic summarizes the posi· 
tioo of leontius OD thi.1 question concisely: 'Christ is passible, and this on the basis of his bodily 
nature (P"}'sis) , aDd DOt from the will of th.e divinity' (PG 86, 1340A5-6). 

107. On Gregory of Nyssa see pC", 13
, 546. See above, p. 104, n.258 (on Severns of 

Antioch). 
108. Leontius Byz., CA: PG 86, 1332AB. 
109. Ibid., 1332A-B6. 



LEONTIUS OF BYZANTIUM 219 

it belongs to the Logos, and is to be held as holy, the same as he is. lI0 

Leontius thus leaves the Chalcedonian 'unmingled' completely intact. 
The henosis is referred back to its true function. The Aphthartologues 
had accepted an ontological nexus between henosis and apatheia of such 
a kind that Leontius could confront them with the following: if Christ 
actually suffers, then for this period the henosis must cease. (2) In the 
picture of Christ subjection to suffering is the natural and perduring base; 
for the period of the earthly life superiority to suffering is the seldom­
granted exception. (3) But because in Christ too the sarx is naturally 
weak, it needs the graced help of the Logos for his humanity, so that 
it receives the moral power to master suffering (epikrateia) sinlessly. This 
is good theology which, however, has an odour of Nestorianism to the 
other side. 

For Leontius' discussion partner sees the redemptive character of 
Christ's suffering endangered. If the interpretation of Leontius is correct, 
his opponent is of the opinion that then Christ would suffer only for 
himself and not for us. (Christ would indeed be nothing more than 
simply a human being: so one could extend this line of thought.) Hence 
the monk must enter in greater detail into the peculiarity of Christ's 
redemptive suffering: the Logos retains the highest power of disposition 
over his own body, even if this is subjected to the universal human 
necessity of suffering - an assumption that cannot occur in the system 
of Julian of Halicarnassus - and this certainly also has an effect on 
Leontius' discussion partner. Thus the Logos could prevent suffering if 
he wanted; in relation to suffering he is hence only a removens prohibens, 
not the one who through his disposal has first to enable suffering 

110. Cf. ibid., 1353AB: Leontius distinguishes two sources of the sanctification of Christ's 
humanity: (1) the power of the Holy Spirit, which became effective at the virginal conception 
of Christ; (2) the union of the Logos with our nature. He ascribes to it (a) freedom from sin; 
(b) the entire holiness which is given with the flesh's being seized by the union and thus is 
proper to the Logos. This holiness does not rest on a simple influence on the flesh (energeio), 
but on the 'substantial, essential union with the Logos'. Vis-a-vis the aphthartic, Leontius can 
acknowledge this holiness without on that account immediately demanding a physical alteration 
in the sarx of Christ in the sense of the aphtharsio. Here, however, it is a matter of the 'ontological 
holiness', not of moral perfection in Christ. On the first question cf. fragments 43 and 48 in 
Julian of Halicarnassus; R. Draguet, Julien J'Ha/icarnasse (Louvain, 1924), 150 and 55-6; on 
ontological and moral holiness cf. D . Stiemon, Art. 'Leonce de Byzance', DSp 9 (1976) (651-60), 
658-9 with reference to PG 86, 1353A ('L'impeccabilite et la totale saintete' du Christ), to 
1324CD, 1373B and 1332D. Leontius argues with Theodore of Mopsuestia and finds fault with 
his teaching of the ignorance and subjection to the 'passions' which have necessarily to be 
assumed, in order for progress and the acquisition of virtue in Christ to be accepted. 
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(cf. Jn 18,6; Mt 26,53). The Logos, however, will not prevent it. i11 

For the redemptive power of this suffering rests precisely on the fact 
that the suffering is indeed naturally conditioned, and it is mastered 
without sin. 112 

Here the monk offers a presentation, seldom found among the Greeks, 
of the relationship between nature and supernature in human action. 

(b) Christ's impassibility in the tension between nature and supernature 

(i) Fun~mental considerations 
For the first time in Greek theology the distinction between 'nature and 
supernature' is articulated explicitly and then applied to the apatheia of 
Christ. Occasioning this determination of language was the reversal by 
the Aphthartologues of 'rule' and 'exception' in relation to the passibility 
or superiority to suffering in the life of Jesus. In their sense apatheia 
would be 'natural' also for the (united) humanity of Christ, being able 
to suffer 'supernatural'. Against this stands the thesis of Leontius: if the 
power to master (epikrateia) suffering is also supernatural (hyper yhysin) , 
then it still does not annul the natural faculties (Ttl cJwmKd); rather it 
develops these potencies and enables them to do their own work and 
to receive help which lies beyond this.113 

The supernatural does not annul the natural, but only leads it higher and urges it on to 
be able to do that too and to receive the power for what is beyond ... Consider for me 
the flesh of the Lord in its natural powers after the supernatural and marvellous union. The 
supernatural does not have any place there where the nature does not have what is natural. 
The miracle is annulled if that which is above nature [namely the henosis in Christ), changes 
the nature; and ambition (philotimia), which violates truth, becomes hybris. 

In a felicitous formulation there is found here the Greek version of 
the Latin scholastic axiom: gratia supponit, non tollit naturam. Grace 
presupposes nature, it does not annul it. Leontius has discovered this 
insight in the Chalcedonian terms 'unmingled' and 'undivided'. Once 
again the dialogue partner, enthused by the aphtharsia, places the opposite 
picture there, although he appears to assent in principle to the remarks 
of Leontius about 'natural-supernatural', exemplified in the figure of 
Jesus. Still he remains without insight and states that what are to be 
characterized as miracles are the sufferings; that Christ, the Logos in the 

111. In CA (PG 86, 1332C) Leontius refers to Athanas., De incam. 21, 7: SC 199, 
p.344,42-44; PG 25, 133C4-7; ibid., 44, 8: SC 199, p.428,53-56; PG 25, 176C1-5 (B. E. 
Daley, Opera, apparatus for these passages). 

112. Leontius Byz., CA: PG 86, 1332A. 
113. Ibid., 1333B2-5; 1333CD. 
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flesh, is impassible and immortal corresponds to the indissoluble natural 
laws. 114 Leontius feels himself challenged by this thesis to show in the 
concrete life of Jesus his abstractly formulated rules about the relationship 
between nature and supernature. 

(ii) Nature and supernature in the concrete life of Jesus 
With a few strokes Leontius sketches the normal day-to-day life of Jesus, 
the Son of God. It took thirty years before the time of working miracles 
was allowed to begin. 115 Even in the public life of Jesus, miraculous 
signs remain the exception. The divinity of the Kyrios revealed itself only 
in a long process: 116 

All this [i.e. the life of Jesus] took place from the hour of his birth to hi! ascending the 
cross and the three days in the tomb in this sequence and in natural order ('rd{s/ <Ilvullcq) . 
To reveal his divinity, which was not yet explained to the multitude, he worked in the 
whole course of the time (npoc; rI)v (U'1v dKoAov8lav) miracles with his body only 
rarely, to reveal his own divinity, as stated, not to annul the truth of his body. [According 
to Leontius no miracle is directed to a bodily change to the body of Jesus for its own 
sake. He recalls indeed facts which appear to be opposed to this, like the event of the 
transfiguration, the walking on the sea, the forty days' fast, the virgin birth (1336C) .] 
All this he did to reveal the treasures of the divinity, not to annul or to change the assumed 
humanity. 

Clearly Leontius is concerned to preserve the true humanity and to 
exclude every docetist vaporization. ll7 

As the Kyrios of all things has communicated his own to the flesh without moving 
out of himself (he remained immoveable in himself and retained the firm natural _place 
[in transcendence)), so too hi$ humanity remained in its natural constitution; it had the 
physical dispositioll.! and funct ions (ellergeias) of the body, also did DOt relinquish the 
universal, blameless passions, possessed rather substantially (oliulcoowC;) the pattern (6por;) 
of the perfection proper to us [human beings], but shared in the goods of the Logos, indeed 
it possessed the Logos as the source of all goods and thus allowed, on account of the Logos, 
to flow out of itself everything which the Logos had. 

We can grant Leontius that, in contrast to the intensive tendencies 
of the Aphthartics of Constantinople to sublimate, he brought his Christ 
once again back to earth. He has clearly called to mind the homoousios 

114. Ibid., 1333D. 
115. Leontius alludes briefly to the 'childish miracles' of the apocryphal infancy narratives 

(PG 86, 1336A). On this cf. E. Hennecke/W. Schneemelcher, Nt!. Apokryphen I, 290-9; A. 
Orbe, Cristologfa Gnostica I (Madrid, 1976), 448-88. 

116. Leontius Byz., CA: PG 86, 1336BC. In this text there is a fundamental difference from 
Leontius of Jerusalem, who in his picture of Christ apportions a diametrically opposite 
position to the miraculous, as we still have to depict. This ought to be a decisive reason against 
identifying both Leontii, as I. Fracea does (above, p. 185). 

117. Ibid., 1336D-1337A. 
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of Jesus with us, and in this way has also created the foundation for 
our imitation of Christ. U8 It rests on the true relationship both to the 
humanity as well as to the divinity of Christ. For between us and Jesus 
there is a true kinship (syngeneia), further a similarity of suffering 
(homoiopatheia), which bring us into relationship with the humanity of 
Jesus. The relationship to the divinity of Christ, however, mediated 
through his being human, makes the imitation of God (theomimesia) 
possible for US. 119 

(iii) A test question for Leontius: the human will in Christ 
In the discussion about the annulment of the state of impassibility of 
Christ's sarx, a state supposed by the Aphthartics to be 'natural', the 
question arises: who is the bearer of this act of the will, or the organ 
for bringing it about? Leontius has the impression that the opponents 
allow the sarx as such to participate in this. He takes this observation, 
true or false, as the occasion for refuting from a new side the notion 
of a thoroughgoing aphtharsia of Christ's body. 120 

To believe, however, that a flesh which is naturally superior to suffering and immortal, has 
voluntarily permitted what was not due to it, means first not to know that willing and 
not-willing are proper not to the flesh, but to the soul, in which the capability of free will 
and the inclination to tend towards both sides [i.e. freedom of choice) are found. Secondly 
you make it [the flesh) guilty, because it has willed that which is against the nature 
(napd 4>PClIv) of the willer [the flesh) and has chosen that which was not natural. This is 
the outermost border of the sin. 

This too is not to be passed over unnoticed: there are three causes (aitiai) from which 
every act proceeds: one comes from the natural potency; the second from the corruption 
of a natural habitus; the third appears as an ascent and an advance to something better: of 
them the first is the natural act, the second is against nature, the third is above nature and 
is so called. 

The act, which is against nature and is an aberration of natural attitudes and potencies, 
harms the essence (ousia) itself and its natural activities; the natural act, however, proceeds 
from an unimpeded cause, and this corresponding to nature; the supernatural act, however, 
leads up and raises and strengthens for what is better, for what, by remaining in its natural 
powers, it would not have been able to accomplish. 

Now what is above nature does not suppress what is natural, but rather leads it further 
and also gives it impulses to be able to do what is natural and gives the power for what 
transcends. 

The Aphthartics feared that, by accepting a flesh in Christ that was 

118. Ibid., 1336D and 1337AB. On the problem of the imitatio Christi also see 1348D-1349D. 
It is only made possible for us through the truth of the weaker nature in Christ, which in its 
passibility furnishes the basis for approximation on our side. 

119. See V. Grumel, 'La sot~riologie de L~nce de Byzance', EO 36 (1936), 385-97, especially 
391-2 (PG 86, 1349A). 

120. Leontius Byz., CA: PG86, 1332D6-1333B5. 
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intrinsically pas sible and corruptible, suffering and death would not be 
able to have any significance for salvation at alL They were of the 
opinion that only a flesh that was elevated above suffering could be 
meritorious, 121 by choosing sllffering by its own decision. Leontius 
now shows that the Aphthartologue is completely confused in his idea 
of the sarx and does not bring the correct anthropological presuppositions 
at all for solving the problem. Willing and not-willing, he stresses, are 
not acts of the flesh, but of the rational, free soul, which can decide 
on the basis of knowing two sides. By drawing attention away from 
the sarx to the spiritual will of Christ, Leontius would like to bring the 
problem of the bodily aphtharsia for soteriology in perspective and to 
represent the olution of the opponent as inappropriate from the very 
beginning. Redemption does not depend on whether Christ goes into 
suffering with an uncorrupted or corruptible body, but primarily on the 
decision of the human will. Admittedly, according to Leontius one must 
start with the sarx, which after the supernatural and marvellous henosis 
with the Logos also remains in its naturalness, corresponding to the 
laws which hold for it. 122 Insofar as it itself is intended to participate 
in supernatural properties (namely the aphtharsia) , then this also pre­
supposes that the nature remains in its naturalness. l23 These reflections 
make no impression on the Aphthartologue. He maintains his funda­
mental thesis: passibility is bestowed On the body of Christ by way of 
miracle; uncorruptedness and immortality, however, are the normal 
state, resulting from the I,enosis, a state which shares the immutability 
of the indissoluble laws of nature. l24 

In this context, however, the incorporation of the human will of 
Christ and its freedom into the question of the acceptance of suffering 
is more important for us than the 'normalization' of the concrete human 
existence. Here Leontius really touches on something sdf-evident, but 
which apparently was not so easy to discover. One must go back as far 
as Gregory of Nyssa to discover a similar emphasis on the will of Christ. 
Admittedly the Cappadocian does not address the situations of suffering 
in the life of Christ, but the opposite, the 'exception', the working of 
miracles by Jesus. Because the text is of great significance for the develop­
ment of the Greek picture of Christ, we shall cite it fully and place it 

121. Ibid., 1332B. 
122. Ibid., 1333CD. 
123. Ibid., 1333D6-7: oMt yil.p Til. V1rtp q,VUIV fXltl xwpav, /Aft Tite; q,VUltWe; txovu"e; ICaril. 

q,VUIV. 
124. Ibid., 1333D. 
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in the framework of a prehistory for the text of Leontius cited above, 
indeed as well for the representation of the monoenergist controversy. 
It was certainly quite an unreasonable imposition on Gregory's audience 
in the paschal vigil to receive such difficult theological reflections. l25 

When the Holy Spirit descended on the Virgin and the power of the Most High over­
shadowed her, in order to allow the new h\lmilD being to come into existence in her ... 
at that time, Wisdom built herself her hOUle and through the overshadowing of the power, 
as it were like through the imprint of 3 St;lt the material (plnsma) was stamped from within. 
at that time tbe divine power mixed with both pm!, out of which tbe human nature coll$ists. 
both with the soul, 1 meao, 3S ilio with the body, by mixing with each of the two parts 
in him in corresponding ways. Then after these two bad become mortal through disobedico.ce 
(because death of the soul was the alienation from real life, the death of the body, however, 
decay and dissolution) , death m.ust be driven out of these twO by the mingling of life. Because 
tbe divinity was mingled with each of the two parts of the human being in the corresponding 
manner, were the signs of recognition (gllori.!tl/ala) the paramount nature [lWllely of the 
divinity] evident througb both [soul and body1. 

For the body refers to tbe divinity ldweUingJ in it by effecting healing through it! touch; 
the soul, however, proves the divine power by that powerful will; for as the sense of touch 
is proper to the body, so is the movement of choice (q /Card npoa{peulv /c{V"UII;) proper 
to the soul. 

There the leper approaches, already emaciated and wasted in body. How on the Lord's 
part does the healing happen for this person? The soul (psyciJe) posits the 3ct of tbe will 
and the body touches and through both (together) suffering vanishes; the leprosy le& him, 
it reach. 011 the spot (cf. ML 8.3). On another occasion he did not want to dismiss starving 
the m.any cllousands crowding around him in the desert; so be broke the bread with his hands. 

YOll see, bow through both [tbrough act of the will and touch) the divinity which dwells 
in both (uvlJ7tapolJaprew. UVI.l1tQPIi"no/J«l) is known publicly, both through the deed of the 
body, as abo through the act of the will of the soul (rQl re ivepyovvrl uWlJarl /Cal 
r,ij OPJifr roD tlv -rfi lflvxff }'lvOlleVOIJ (Je).qparor;) . 

Gregory of Nyssa here strikes the same chord as Theodore of 
Mopsuestia. who likewise saw the true justification of salvation 
endangered by the Apollinarian-Arian denial of the soul,126 Unfor­
tunately these realizations were again blocked in Cyril of Alexandria, 
as his explanation of the raising of the daughter of Jairus and the 
youth from Nain shows. The soul of Christ is not mentioned. The path 
is already laid which will lead to a new controversy that no longer 
has any room left for the soteriological activity of Christ's soul: 
monoenergism and monothelitism. In his commentary on John. Cyril 
intends to explain the efficacy of the bread of life (that is, the eucharist), 
promised and finally given by Christ. Par him the foundation for this 

125. Gregor. Nyss., De trid. spat.: Op. IX (E. Gebhardt), 291-292. 
126. On this cf. JdChr e, 619-22. 
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is the energeia, as this comes into play in the events where Christ raises 
people from the dead. 127 

On this account, we find, the redeemer is active in raising the dead, not only through the 
word alone, nor even through simple divine orders, but he calls up the holy flesh as it were 
as a co-worker, in order to prove that it can bestow life [in the eucharist) and has become 
as it were one with it. 

When he raised the daughter of the ruler of the synagogue: 'Little girl, get up', he 
took her hand, as it is written (Mk 5,35-37 par.): with his order that effects everything 
(1TavroIlPYtP npocrrdYlJaT') be made her alive as God; he also made her alive, however, 
through contact with hu holy Ilesh, and consequently showed the one activity that has grown 
together from both (lJ(av T£ Kal UU)I)I8 Vij t5,'djJ<po/v ttrlt5£(KVOUI Tt}V tvepY£/Qv) ... [Then 
there follow3 the explanation of the raising at Nain (Lk 7,13-17) and finally the 
summation:) he wants to raise the dead not only by word, but, in order to prove that his 
body bestows life, ... he touches the dead and through it [his body) gives life into those 
already putrifying. 

It must strike one that now the soul of Christ, as one cause parti­
cipating in the raising, is missing. Logos and sarx are contrasted directly. 
But they once again combine in their activity into 'a single kind of 
activity' of nothing less than growing mutuality. Without doubt the 
fourth letter of Ps. Dionysius the Areopagite 128 refers to this passage of 
Cyril, when his formula speaks of the 'simply new theandric energeia', 
which Christ executes among us. Before we are able to go into this 
important letter in detail, let us only refer to the fact that in the explana­
tion of the activity ofJesus Christ in the miracles we see two lines present 
from the fourth to the sixth century: the Cyrillian-Areopagite, which 
is unreservedly affirmed by Severns, and the line of Gregory of Nyssa, 
which is undoubtedly again accepted by Leontius of Byzantium. The 
level of reflection attained by Leontius is even higher than that of 
Gregory, because he has discussion partners who stand on the ground 
of Chalcedon and thus really affirm the dialectic of 'unmingled and 
undivided'. Leontius is not content with formally stressing this tension, 
but he understands that the concrete life of Jesus in its normality has 
to be placed there as the real accomplishment of the economy of salva­
tion. Jesus, as a true human being, stands there with his intellectuality 
and power of will, but this in the full power of his divinity, and thus 
mediates the effects of redemption. The Aphthartics have fallen prey to 
an unhealthy supra-naturalism - a word that we can derive from the 
linguistic formulation of Leontius himself. He shows even Jesus the 
human being as a finite spiritual power needing the help of God's grace, 

127. Cyril Alex., In Ioann. Ev. IV: PG 73, 577C3-D8; P. E. Pusey, S.P.N. Cyrilli . • . in D. 
Ioannis w., Vol. 1, p.530,8-26. 

128. Ps. Dionys. Ar., Ep. IV ad Gaium (CPG 6607): PG 3, 1072. See JdChr 11/3. 
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which, however, stands at his disposal by virtue of his dignity as Son, 
but still does not annul the 'nature' in him. 

The Chalcedonian defender of thoroughgoing aphtharsia, driven into 
a corner, now seeks refuge in protology, that is, in referring to the 
original condition of Adam in Paradise, with whom he compares Christ. 

(c) Passibility and mortality of Christ j,1 the light of protology 
The aplrtharsia of Christ seemed to suggest itself on the basis of the horizon 
of a larger history of salvation. Jesus was regarded by Paul as the new Adam 
(d. 1 Cor 15,20-22; Col 1,18; ROlll 5,12-18; Gen 3,17-19). 

But how could he be called this, if he had no~ borne the body of the one first created 
[= Adam]? But this first created one was incorruptible, before he sinned. Hence too the 
body of the Lord is uncorrupted. For he was always wlthou.t sin. 

The aphtharsia, which in these words is presupposed for Adam and 
Christ, is different from the one which Julian of Halicarnassus had 
accepted. 'To be uncorrupted' means here 'to be by nature incapable 
of corruption and mortality', 129 or, expressed positively, to be uncor­
rupted by reason of a 'reconstruction' of a normal human nature into 
something superhuman, and this on the basis of the henosis with the 
LogoS.I30 According to Julian, let us recall, Christ's individual human 
nature was from the very beginning in general human terms normal, 
insofar as the physical qualities were concerned. The 'exception', which 
made Christ 'uncorrupted', was the freedom from that necessity to be 
delivered over to suffering and death, which burdened the sons of Adam 
because of the peccatum naturae. To be passible and mortal was possible 
for Jesus without a miracle; the fact that both were apportioned to him 
did not bear the character of a curse on Adam, because the new Adam 
could choose with regard to his destiny in freedom. But Leontius' discus­
sion partner was not satis6ed with this version of aphtharsia. Jesus had 
also to be physically impassible. For had he assumed a passible, 
mortal nature, he would have had enough to do to save himself and to 
defeat death. We, however, would have been left in the cold. l31 

Because protology, as the teaching about the original condition of 

129. On the sinlessness of Christ see PG 86. 1348B. R . Draguet,jrl/lm d'Ha/icomJUSe (Louvain, 
1924), 177, places great value on the contrasting of Julian to the aphtbanic in the CA of Leon­
tius; pp. 173-4 against J. C. L. Gieseler and R . Seeberg. Also to be noted is the controversy 
between Draguet (op. cit., 201-4) and M. Jugie. lift. 'Gaianite (ColltrOverse),. in DTC 6 (1915), 
1002-23. 

130. Cf. Leontius Byz., CA: PG 86, 1325A; 1328D-1329B. 
131. Ibid., 1332B. 
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human beings, was brought into play, one might expect that Leontius 
would not only develop his christology in detail, but also his teaching 
about the original condition. However, he does not want to take a 
position with regard to the original quality of Adam's body, although 
he indicates that he does not consider the doctrine of Adam's paradisal 
aptharsia convincing. 132 Obviously he does not wish to open up too 
much territory to his opponent in an initial skirmish. Besides, he 
distinguishes two things, aphtharsia and athanasia. All admit that Adam 
died. According to Leontius it is more difficult to decide about his 
uncorruptedness with regard to sin. He requests, however, that one 
weigh the fact that Christ in coming chose the form of his body not 
only with regard to Adam, but also with regard to us. Why should 
Christ have made his choice only with regard to the one and his (Adam's) 
uncorrupted body, and not rather with regard to the corruptedness of 
the many? If Christ actually assumed a corruptible body with regard to 
the many, then, according to Leontius, everything speaks for the fact 
that Adam too is to be subsumed under that. Hence he can ask: 'For 
what reason should the body of the first created have been incorruptible? 
He did not have immortality in his constitution [which is proved 
through the fact of his death: 1348B], much less so incorruptibility. 
For it would have been different had he not used the wood [the tree] 
of life. The transgression did away with his chance of actually enjoying 
it, as the Fathers say.'133 Still Leontius does not want to make any 
final decision about Adam's original state. The problem being considered 
regarding the corruptedness of Christ's body must also be solved without 
it. It is a question of the redemption of humankind as this actually 
happens from the fall of Adam. Thus at the conclusion of CA the 
problem is once again referred back to the context of henosis and 
aphtharsia. 

(d) Christ's uncorruptedness - conception through the Spirit - henosis 
On the basis of his henosis concept the Aphthartic maintains an immediate 
exceptional situation for the humanity of Christ, beginning with the 
incarnation, while for the Christians it is a gift 'in hope' (cf. 
Rom 8,18-30). This claim challenges Leontius to a concluding exposi­
tion. l34 In the thesis of his opponent he finds a denial of the historicity 
of the order of the incarnation: 'Thus from the very beginning of the 

132. Ibid., 1348D. 
133. Ibid., 1348C. 
134. Ibid., 1349D-1353C. 
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mystery we have the whole mystery already. Hence the rest of the 
oikonomia was superfluous.'135 'Further detours' (periodoi) would not be 
necessary. The henosis cOllcept is overloaded. Leontius attempts to free 
it from this excessive demand. To some extent he is successful with his 
distinction between the historical process for forming the body of Christ, 
the l6)'o~ T"~ OVUI(!JUB(J)~ TOU uWlJaTOr;, and the event of the union as 
such, which he renders by his favourite phrase, the 'manner of union', 
the Tp61CO~ T"~ tVWUB(J)~. 136 

The former occurred by virtue of the presence and indwelling of the Spirit by way of creative 
fonuation (6'11l10IJpyIKwr; olan.l.dTT61V), the latter not by reason of the activity of the Logos 
(01)1( ~I( ~t; "CoD Aoyou 6v6P)l6fac;), but by virtue of the perfect and essential union (oAl1e" 
/Cal ovul(ilt5"C; €VWUIC;;). 

The two acts, which affect the earthly existence ofJesus, are delineated 
in more detail with regard to their peculiarity and attribution. Each has 
its own bearer, each its particular object. The becoming of the body, 
its OI4$ios;s. is set in motion by the creative activity (OYfJIlOVP)'/lCq 
evtpyela) of the Holy Spirit who bestows fertility on the Virgin, 
who for her part contributes the 11')'le, the matter. The share of the 
Logos is determined in this way: he inhabits immediately, with the 
beginning of his formation, the temple founded by the Holy Spirit 
(lCat'aun1v u}v 1CPW'rYIV eVOIICei old1CAauTV). This happening is not charac­
terized as 'activity' (etlergeia) , which immediately reminds us of 
Nemesius, but as essential, total self-communication (cilA'elC rile; 
1CPO~ aVTOV 6lllC"~ lCai OVUIWOOVr; tvwu8We;). With the beginning of the 
work of the Holy Spirit, the henosis also commences. It occurs already 
in the womb, in the 'workplace' of the formation of the human nature 
of the Logos. The Logos is, as it were, in the centre of a construction 
site. Through the activity of the Spirit there occurs around him the con­
struction of his earthly abode, which he will not enter from the outside, 
but has united to himself from within (uvvatbf)efe;) , to the adornment 
of our nature. 137 Because the body of Christ was formed slowly, step 
by step, one can recognize that the hetlosis as such does not entail the 

135. Ibid., 1352C1-3. 
136. Ibid., 1352CD. 
137. Ibid" 1352D-1353A. In the tenninology and images used in this text (temple, indwell­

ing, the term synapheia) the Antiochene material attracts attention. Here one will be reminded 
of Proclus of Constantinople, who is perhaps immediately meant by Leontius in the words: 'one 
among us has very elegantly said , .. ' Proclus bas the image of the 'workshop of the htllos!s 
of the natures' (in the womb of the Virgin). Cf. PG 65, 681All; ACO I 1, 1. p. 103,13; Severns 
Ant., Or. 2 ad Neph.: CSCO 120, p.33,16. where the phrase of Proclus is cited. 
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demand to accept a perfect state of bodiliness,138 but remains open for 
accepting our body in its condition, as it existed after the fall of 
Adam. 139 

The Lord united to himself according to the hypostasis such a flesh with which the condemned 
(Adam) appeared clothed after the fall; we are all, however, from his mass. 

According to Leontius the activity of the Holy Spirit in the virginal 
conception of Christ does not effect an uncorrupted body, so to say, ab 
ovo, but one which could in principle accept suffering and corruptibility, 
without having to be moved into a situation of exception (= miracle) 
by the Logos. That is a worthwhile piece of knowledge, which we 
will find quite lacking in a later Ethiopic text. Leontius only demands 
a supernatural intervention for preservation from corruption (phtharsia) 
in the powerful deed of the resurrection. In contrast the henosis, the union 
or assumption of the humanity through the Logos, effects (a) the 
sinlessness of Christ, (b) the perfect holiness, (c) the unity of Sonship.l40 

The singularity [peculiarity] of the body cannot be known from the union with the Logos, 
but from the power of the Holy Spirit, who forms the body itself without the original organs 
(procreative organs) of nature; the union of the Logos with our nature, however, has effected 
freedom from sin, the entire holiness and complete union and blending (henosin kai anakrasin) 
with the whole assuming (Logos), the unity of sonship in being and in appellation and the 
whole appearance of the condition of the Son (Kat 6)."r; r;,r; Vl/K;,r; MuiTl1'fOr; roOt; 
xapaKr;,par; q,avorarovr; tTCIq,alve(T8a/). For this reason the gracing is inseparable, because 
indeed the union is inscpffable (cbv d~'a¢arp£1rOt; ~ fJaKap/Or"r;, t1UJlOl, Kat ~ lV(J)(TIr; 
dOla/PIITOr;).I4cl Thus we recognize that the constitution and peculiarity of the body have 
proceeded from the activity of the Holy Spirit; the union, however. does not derive from 
the pure activity of the Logos, but from WI! substantial union with the Logos himself. 

138. Leontius Byz., CA: PG 86, 1353A. It is expressed differently in Leontius Jer., 
CN IV 9: PG 86, 1669BC. 

139. Leontius Byz., CA: PG 86, 1348D. 
140. Ibid., 1353A3-B3. 
141. M. Jugie, 'La beatitude et la science parfaite de l'~me de Jesus viateur d'apres Leonce 

de Byzance', RSPT 10 (1921), 548-59; idem, 'Quaedam testimonia byzantinorum de glorifica­
tione humanitatis Christi a primo instanti conceptionis', Angelicum 9 (1932), 469-71, wanted 
to discover in these words the doctrine of the beatific vision in the earthly Jesus. In opposition 
to this V. Grumel, 'Le surnaturel dans l'humanite du Christ viateur, d'apres Leonce de Byzance', 
in Melanges Mandonnet II (Paris, 1930) (15-22), 21-2; idem, 'La soteriologie de Leonce de 
Byzance', EO 36 (1937) (385-97), 394, especially n. 3: the part of the sentence which reads cbv 
dvaq,alpET:Or; ~ J,laKapIOT:1/r;, ATrEUS" Kal ~ lV(J)(Tlr; dOlalpET:Or; is only a genetivus epexegeticus. 
For with regard to content makariotes denotes the bona which the henosis signifies for Christ. 
It encompasses, namely, freedom from sin, permeating holiness, complete union with the Logos, 
and the title of Son. Similarly, P. Galtier, 'L'enseignement des Peres sur la Vision beatifique 
dans Ie Christ', RSR 15 (1925), 54-62. 



CHAPTER TWO 

THE EXPANDED CIRCLE OF STRICT-CHALCEDONIAN 
THEOLOGIANS OF THE TYPE OF LEONTIUS OF 

BYZANTIUM 

The witnesses of strict-Chalcedonian christology of the kind expressed 
by Leontius of Byzantium are small in number and of varying theological 
significance. The first to be mentioned is a metropolitan of Ephesus, an 
episcopal see which otherwise was orientated towards Alexandria. 

I. HYPATIUS, ARCHBISHOP OF EPHESUS (531-e . 538) 

1. Biographical notes 

According to his public appearances Hypatius must rank as one of the 
outstanding bishops of the Imperial Church in the first half of the sixth 
century.1 Emperor Justinian had become aware of him and on several 
occasions called on him to carry out important commissions. These con­
cerned the Chalcedonian politics of the Emperor. The first occasion for 
this occurred in April 531. When the great Abba Sabas, as the delegate 
of the bishops of Palestine, was approaching Constantinople, Hypatius, 
together with Papas Eusebius and under the leadership of Patriarch 
Epiphanius of Constantinople (520-535),2 had to journey to meet him 
and escort him into the Imperial City. 3 Considerably more important 
was his being summoned to participate in the so-called Collatio cum 
Severianis, which was held in 532 in the capital. This must be regarded 
as the major theological event in the life of the Metropolitan of 
Ephesus. 4 The third imperial commission led to Rome, where 
Hypatius, together with Demetrius, the bishop of Philippi, had to travel 
as Justinian's envoys to Pope John II. If in the doctrinal dialogue of 532 

1. See F. Diekamp, Ana/eet4 Palristita = OC A 117 (Rome, 1938), 109- 53; VII. Hypatius von 
Ephesus; J. Gouillard, 'Hypatius d':Ephese ou Du Pseudo-Denys 3 Theodore Studite' , Rt!IIEcBy% 
19 (1961), 63-75; Y.-M. Duval, Le /illre tleJor,as all/IS '1IlilliralHrt chrltitm,e grecqut et la/ille. Sourr:es 
et influence du Comment4ire sur Jonas de sai,,' jerome (Paris. 1973), 657- 62. 

2. See Gromel, Regesles 12
, nos. 217- 2.27. 

3. Cf. Cyril Scyth., Vit4 Sabae, no. 71: E. Schwartz, Kyrillos von Skrthopo/is (Leipzig, 1939), 
p. 173,12-19; F. Diekamp, Die origenistischen Slreitigkeiten im sechstenJahrhundert (Munster, 1899), 
14-15; idem, Hypatius lion Ephesus = OCA 117, 109. 

4. See F. Diekamp, Hrpatius lion Ephesus = OCA 117, 110-111; 112-115. 
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it was a question of winning the Severans for Chalcedon, then for the 
delegation to Rome it was a question of a current issue that was 
prompted by the controversial formula: 'one of the Trinity, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of the Virgin Mary, was crucified'. By denying this 
sentence several Sleepless Monks caused unrest. Their condemnation by 
the Pope was the goal which the two bishops had to reach in Rome.s 

The last transmitted report on Hypatius that bears a date concerns his 
participation in the Synodos Endemousa of Constantinople under Patriarch 
Menas (536-552). 6 It took place from 2 May to 4 June 536 and was 
concerned with the deposition of the Severan-minded Patriarch 
Anthimus/ which with the agreement of the Emperor had already 
been declared by Pope Agapetus in February or the beginning of March 
536. Hypatius cast his vote in the fourth session.8 In the final session 
there followed the anathema on Severus of Antioch, Peter of Apamea 
and Zooras. Hypatius probably spoke in the name of all the synodal 
participants.9 For he signed the acta immediately after Patriarch Menas 
and before the Latins present, that is, those who had accompanied Pope 
Agapetus, who had died in Constantinople in the previous April. 10 A 
final testimony to the episcopal activity of Hypatius comes from the year 
537 or 538. 11 The date of his death is unknown. 

2. Hypatius of Ephesus as a christological author 

From the few remains of his theological works only fragments of 
catenae can be investigated with regard to christology.12 Apart from 
the reference to the legendary death of Arius and its extraordinary 

5. [bM., 111. Cf. Justinian emp., cp. ad lo!ta,mem [J pllpalll (CPG 6874). 
6. GrumeJ, Regmes 12

, nos. 232-43. 
7. On Patriarch Anthimus, who, as biihop of Trebizond, nnd without having a successor 

there, uncanonically occupied the see of Constantinople. see E. Schwartz, Kyrlllos /JOII Skyl/'Opo/Is, 
396- 8. Anthlmus had been ordained as an orthodox confessor of the four synods (ACO ill, 
p.31,21); he had also accepted the Tort/lis of Leoj both only 'for appearance sake'. Moreover 
he .had promised the Emperor to do everything which the ellcumbent of the Apostolic See 
prescribed. But the Parriarch belonged to tile proteges of Theodora, even ill his 'Chalcedonian 
period' . Schwartz, op. elt .• 398, n.3, conjectures that in the winter of 535/536 Anthimus was 
gained by Severus for the Aposchists (Severans) . Truough the mediation of Theodora the two 
mel, as John of Beth Aphthonia reports. Sec PO 2, 254. Pope Agapetus was well iufonned about 
Anthimus from varions sides and dismissed him as an uncanonically appointed usurper, without 
investigating his stance on Chalcedon. Schwartz, op. cit., 397, nn.1 and 6. 

8. ACO Ill, 178-9, no. 126. 
9. Cf. F. Diekamp, Hypotius, OCA 117, 115; ACO Ill, p. 182, no. 131,2. 
10. Cf. ACO Ill, 182, no. 131,6-12. 
11. See F. Diekamp, op. cit., 115, 117. 
12. Ibid., 115-153, especially 129-153. 
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remembrance in the streets of Constantinople in the commentary on 
Zachariah (VIII), 13 no reference is found to events in the history of 
doctrine. Even the allegorical interpretation of prophetical texts in the 
Old Testament as referring to Christ, though they are relatively 
numerous, does not go beyond the customary exegesis of the Fathers. 
Thus as the main source for the christology of Hypatius there remain 
the discussions at the doctrinal dialogue in 532. There exist extensive 
reports about these from both parties, the Chalcedonians and Severans. 
The fact that we have a double report of these discussions has only 
become clear quite recently. Because of this recent research theological 
evaluation of the event now has a secure foundation. 

(a) The sources 14 

(i) On the Chalcedonian side 

Bishop Innocent of Maronia gives an extensive rcport of the doctrinal dialogue of 532 (in the 
following = I). in the fonn of a letter to the presbyter, Thomas of Th~mloniki, which is now 
extant only in Latin: 15 'It [the report) goes so much beyond a private letter that the addr~ssee 
could be regarckd as a literary fiction. To a large extent it fulfils the requirements of minutes. 
and in some passages expands to become a historico-theological iDvestigation of the questions 
raised. Instructional comments and a pedagogical art of evening out the argumentation and. as 
it were, drumming it in by repetition. certainly originate from the compiler of the minutes. 
Soon after the dialogue. the report did such sterling service for an episcopal delegation of the 
Emperor to the Pope in Rome that one is tempted to ask whether at least some parts of the 
report were writlen specifically for this purpose.' 16 In these sentences we have an apposite 
description of the peculiarity of the Chalcedonian report . 

(ii) On the Severan side 

Credit for discovering new documents and of giving order to the whole of the material is due 
to S. P. Brock. 

13. Ibid .• 146; also A. GriJlrneier. Mit ihm ulld ill ihm (Freiburg. Basel. Vienna. 21978). 
237-8. n. 31. 

14. On the new state of the sources see (1) S. Brock. 'The conversations with the Syrian 
Orthodox under Justinian (532)'. OCP 47 (1981), 87-121; (2) J. Speigl. 'D35 R eligionsgesprach 
mit den severianischen Bischofen in Konstantinopel im Jahre 532" ARC 16 (1984). 264-85; 
JdC},r 1II1, 370-5. 

15. Innocent Maron .• Ep. ad Thomam presb. Thessalollicensem de collatione cum Severiallis habita 
(CPG 6846): ACO IV, 2, 169-184. A writing of Innocent on dIe theopaschite formula (CPG 
6847) will be referred to fliTther below. 011 the rille of Patriarch Epiphallius of Constantinople 
in the convocation (531) and conduct (532) of the doctriDaI dialogue, see Grumel. Rtgestes {2, 

no. 2223 with literature. 
16. See J. Speigl. art. cit .• 265. who stresses the character of the 'court minutes'. but also accepts 

tbat the text was written on the basis of a real experience by a participant who was filled with 
admira tion for the proceedings. 
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(1) The Plerophoria on the faith of the Severan bishops summoned by Emperor Justinian, which 
they presented to the Emperor. 17 These function as a certain check for the other sources still 
to be mentioned, and at the same time they expand them. 

(2) A Syriac report (S) 'from what the orthodox [= Severan] bishops said in the presence of 
the Emperor, when they were summoned by him to make an apologia concerning the true faith 
and to suggest a way by which the Churches might be (re)united,.18 The Emperor and the 
Syrian bishops appear here as the real partners. The discussion between the two groups of bishops 
is mentioned only briefly. Important is the list of bishops who participated in the collatio (S 8). 

(3) A new Syrian text (Harvard syr 22)( = H), discovered and edited with an English transla­
tion by S. P. Brock.19 The report begins with the second meeting of the Syrian bishops with 
the Emperor. It breaks off with the depiction of the combined audience with the Emperor on 
the third day of the dialogue. Both reports, Sand H, are closely related. Probably S depends 
on H, because in parts literal correspondence can be established.2O In H we have detailed infor­
mation about the collatio from the Severan point of view, concerning the events of the two days 
of dialogue and the combined audience with the Emperor on the third day. The editor, S. P. 
Brock, attributes his find with great probability to Abbot John of Beth Aphthonia, who is 
mentioned in the church history of Zacharias Rhetor (cont.) as accompanying the Syrian bishops 
and reporting on the doctrinal dialogue. 21 

(b) The character of the collatio 

The two main sources, I and H, show that the 'confessionalization' of both parties, Chalcedo­
nians and anti-Chalcedonians, is already well advanced, although both still know that they are 
tied to the Imperial Church.22 Interesting too is the model for selecting the participants in the 
dialogue. Let us first take the group around Hypatius: from the European part of the Empire 
(Thrace) come John of Bizya (Europa province) and Innocent of Maronia (Rhodope province); 
from Macedonia (Macedonia prima) comes Demetrius of Philippi; Asia Minor is represented by 
Anthimus of Trebizond and Stephen of Seleucia in !sauria. The Greek motherland does not 

17. Preserved in Zacharias Rhetor cont., HE IX, 15: CSCO 84 (T), 115-123; 88 (V), 79-84. 
Here characterized by J. Speigl, art. cit., 265-6, as G (Glaubenserklarung: exposition of faith) . 

18. Edited by F. Nau with a French translation: PO 13 (1919), 192-196. S. Brock, art. cit., 
113-17, proposes far-reaching corrections to Nau, and he himself produces a new English transla­
tion (he regrets that this text was previously overlooked in research); 117-18: analysis of the 
double list of names. 

19. See S. Brock, art. cit., 92-113. HarvSyr22 is damaged at the beginning. Cf. J. Speigl, 
art. cit., 266-7. 

20. Cf. J. Speigl, art. cit., 266, n. 17. 
21. On John of Beth Aphthonia see CPG 7484-5; Zacharias Rhetor cont., HE IX, 15: Brooks 

CSCO 84 (T), 115-123; CSCO 88 (V), 79-84; Hamilton-Brooks, 246-53; corrected translation 
in Frend, 362-6. 

22. Cf. F. Winkelmann, Die ilstlichen Kirchen in tIer Epoche der christologischen Auseinandersel­
zungen (5. bis 7. Jahrhundert) = Kirchengeschichte in EinzelJarstellungen 1/6 (Berlin, 1980), 133: 'It 
is also to be borne in mind that even until the end of the sixth century the anti-Chalcedonians 
did not develop a contrary political-theological conception, but stood on the ground of the 
Byzantine Emperor-Church relationship, as long as there existed the hope that monophysitism 
could have been the major ideological foundation.' Ibid., 102, reference to the imperial conviction 
of the banned Severan bishops in the petition which they addressed to Justinian after the suppres­
sion of the Nika riot (532), according to Zacharias Rhetor cont., HE IX, 15 and Michael Syr., 
ehron. IX, 22. Emperor Justinian nevertheless regards the Severans as 'separated from the 
Church'. Cf. 14: ACO IV, 2, p. 169,18: pro his 'lui cum Severo episcopo ab ecclesia descivtrUrtt. 
Both sides, however, considered themselves as 'orthodox'. 
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provide a participant. Nevertheless one can speak of a 'good spread' in the origin of the members 
of the commission: 'Trebizond in the extreme East of Cappadocian Pontus, Sclcucia in South­
East Cilicia of Asia Minor and Ephesus. located in the middle of Western Asi:! Minor, are three 
points, geometrically so well chosen, that one could hang on them in a balanced way the entire 
weight of the Asia Minor countryside. ,23 All those summoned come from the Patriarchate of 
Constantinople, with the exception of the bishops of Seleucla (patriarchate of Antioch) and 
Philippi, which is already to ·be reckoned as bel nging to the Roman sphere of influence. On 
the Syrian side the following certainly take part in tbe (Ollallo: Sergius of Cyrrhw, Thomas of 
Germ a nicia , Philoxenus of Doliche, Peter of Theodosiopolis (Res'aina), John of ConstlUl'tina or 
TeUa, and Nonnus of Circesium.24 Both parties have a small number of derics ~nd monks with 
them. Among the Chalccdonians Leontius of ByzlUltium stands out; among the Severans on 
the other side Abbot John of Beth Aphthonia is prominent, who according to Zacharias Rbetor 
cont. (HE IX 15) 'had accompanied tbe bishops 10 Constantinogle, composed a report, and for 
that reason may have been the author of the Syriac minutes'. 

(c) The goal of the doctrinal dialogue 

Patricius Strntegius, who was to report to the Empt!Tor on the development of the discussiollS 
aDd occupied a place of honour in the aS$ernbly, explained to the Severan participants that the 
Emperor had summoned them not 'in imperi:tl authority, but In paternal and priestly concern 
(comprlllclione)" so th:n they could ~esent to the Cbalcedo.nians their uncertainties, to which 
the bishop would have to respond. 6 According LO th~ Emperor's intention ChalcedoD was In 
possl!SSlone. No compromise was to be sought. No re.~olutions were to be prepared. Thus it was 
not a matter of 3 5ynod, but of a pmel to provide theological infonnation. On tbe one side 
were tbe lending supporters of the Council, which in the eyes of the Emperor was not coo­
testable, and OD tbe othee representatives of the Sever.m-AlexlUldrian oppo:rition, among whom 
it was assnmed tbere were inhibiting difficulties whidl were, however, capable of being resolved . 
The col/atio of 532 was thus thought of as 11 doctrinal dialogue on the theological level, with 
the aim of clarifying tbe Severan uncertainties and of restoring eoclesial unity?7 

(d) The course of the doctrinal dialogue 

We may suppose that there Were problems enough, such a~: What do you Cholcednnums under­
stand by Irypos/asis when you. contrast physis with it? How do you envisage the realization of 
the "~/Uuis in Christ, when he is understood as strictly 'one', :Iud yet exhibits two realities, two 
natures? How do you gct around Ncnorianism? We would thus have to expect from th.e Severan 
side a whole catalogue of questions that would be bandIed point by point. T.his group would 
have been in n position to determine t he course of the dialogue simply on their own basi$, accor­
ding to pure.ly pertipent aspe<;u. Above alt, accus~tions should not take the place of enquiries. 
We can thus expect that in the minutes of the Severans (H) this excellenl intention of the 
Emperor would manifest itself in the first place and thot question after question would be 
presented. But the. is great dis~ppointment . Prom H we learn that Hypatius was the first to 

23. J. Speigl, art. cit., 269. 
24. Cf. 16: ACO IV, 2, pp. 169,26-170,1; J. Speigl, art. cit., 271-2, where the disparities 

between the lists of participants are discussed. 
25. Ibid., 272; S. Brock, art. cit., 118. 
26. Thus in 18: ACO IV, 2, 170. 
27. J. Speigl, art. cil., 273, who chooses the expression 'religious dialogue'. Because it is not 

a question of a difference in religion, but of differences in faith, we prefer to speak of a 'doctrinal 
dialogue'. 
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speak, and that he produced '~is usual old inanities' (H 4, p. 94) .28 According to 19 (ACO IV, 
2, p. 170) the Orientals began the dialogue. Their speaker was perhaps Sergius of Cyrrhus, the 
old episcopal city of Theodoret.29 He rcfers to the pleropltoria presented to the Emperor, into 
which the Syrians had woven their unccrtaintiC$ and everything th3t had become a scandal for 
them (in Chalcedon) (H 2; I 9). Therefore the (0114110 could have taken the path desired by the 
Emperor, if Hypatius were to concede that his party had read this text. In fact the Bishop of 
Ephesus makes reference to this document. From it he immediately singles out the fundamental 
view of the Severans, that is, the continuous condemnation of the Council of Chalcedon 
expressed in it. Instead of enquiry, there is thus accusation I What the Chalcedonians reproached 
the Severans with is what the Severans criticized with regard to the imperial representatives: 
they would produce accusations against orthodox Fathers in order to forestall an examination 
of 'their own wicked beliefs' (H 4). 

First Day: The problem of Eutyches 

According to H 4, Hypatius attempted to put the Syrians in the wrong with the statement that 
in the plerophoria they attacked Chalcedoll, which was. however, directed against Eutyches. 
Apropos of this he had the c;atchcry, rather the question: What do you Syrians think of Eutyches 
(110: ACO IV, 2. 170)? They bluntly anathcnutized the Archimandrite (H 5; d. 110). Yet 
there awaited the next question: How can you then describe Patriarch Dioscorus as orthodox 
(according to I 11: ACO IV. 2, 170), even though in 449 at Ephesus with the bishops he declared 
the heretic Eutyches to be orthodox, but condemned Patriarch Flavian and the Bishop of 
Dorylaum as heretics? The Syriac report (H 4-9) confirms that the theme Eutyches-Dioscorus 
formed the main object of the first day's discussion. Agreement prevailed between both parties 
with regard to the condemnation of Eutyches, for whom, in fact, not one of the great leaders 
of the anti-Chalcedonians even interceded. It was otherwise with Dioscorus, who had presided 
at the imperial Council of Ephesus II (449), at whose instigation Butycbes bad been rehabilitated 
(d. 111-14: ACO II, 4, pp.170,34-171,5). The Syrians wac angered by this point (H 4), 
because the attack was then concentrated on Dioscotus, after the scandal about Eutyches had 
been removed. Nevertheless, it was with satisfaction that they established that Hypatius had 
also condemned the Alexandrian Patriarch not on account of his teaching, but on account of 
his indiscretions in treating questions of faith. 30 The Chalcedonians, however. sought to 
incriminate Dioscorus especially, because they wanted to take away from the Syrians the reason 
for doubting and calling into question the legitimacy and necessity of a new council after the 
Imperial Council of 449.31 As a common result for the first day Innocent of Maronia wanted 
to record the conviction on both sides that Chalcedoll had been legally summoned and was to 
be received, in so far as Eutyches had been condemned and the 'general council' of Dioscorus 
had been thus corrected.32 By establishing this, however, Hypatius aimed not only at a general 

28. We follow the text H in S. Brock, giving the numbers and pages; and text I according 
to ACO IV, 2. 

29. Thus the conjecture of}. Speigl, art. cit., 273, n.59, with reference to E. Honigrnann, 
Blleques el Bllech/s, 68-70, which is to be supplemented by the introduction in S (PO 13, 192; 
Brock, 113). In S Sergius is named first among the participants in the collatio. 

30. Thus H 9: S. Brock, art. cit., 96.94.117; S 8: PO 13, 196; cf.jdChrI 3
, 734-7; CCT II/l, 

46-7. 
31. What is striking is that in I, 17: ACO IV, 2, 171. Ephesus II (449) is described as concilium 

unilleTS4le. On this see H.}. Sieben, Die Konzilsidee tier Alten Kirche (Paderborn, Munich, Vienna, 
Zilrich, 1979), 247-50. 

32. Cf. 118: ACO IV, 2, p. 171,23-5. On the question whether the 'injustices and blindnesses 
of that general council' (= Ephesus II) have to be corrected by another universal council, the 
contradicenles answer: 'In every regard it had to happen this way.' To which Hypatius says: 'Thus 
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affinnation of the Fourth Council, but concretely at the recognition of its two-natures teaching. 
But the Syrians would have nothing to do with this. The main reason for the dissent thus did 
not come to the fore on the first day. The intennediate solution of a partial recognition of 
Chalcedon, insofar as it was ratified at all by the Syrians and was not simply present in the 
Chalcedonian reporting of the dialogue, did not accomplish very much. 'For this reason the ques­
tion that now remained was what this Council had done incorrectly so that further talk and 
response about it could be conceded to them [the Syrians].'33 

Second Day: A mistake made by the Council of Chalcedon? 

With the question about possible mistakes made by the Fourth Council the discussion could 
once again have been steered along the lines detennined by the Emperor. The Syrians once again 
had the chance to begin with their doubts and reservations with regard to Chalcedon. For they 
began anew by referring to their plerophoria, which was even read out. Subsequently, however, 
they did not take up the question about the 'mistakes' of the Council, but directed attention 
to their own document: 'Say if you have anything you find fault with in this statement 
(plerophoria).'34 This text, however, contained a sharp rejection of Leo's Tome and the definition 
of Chalcedon. The whole Council was thus in error, and the concession made on the first day 
to a partial recognition of the Fourth Council we may suppose was once again rescinded. Never­
theless once again the Chalcedonians took up the question raised the previous day, namely, what 
else was wrong with the Council?35 The Syrians replied: the reacceptance of Bishop Ibas of 
Edessa in spite of his controversial letter to the Persian Mari, and of Theodoret of Cyrthus.36 

It is here that the lines of the discussion diverged: with these two names the Syrians steered 
towards the painful theme of the later dispute about the three names, the so-called Three Chapters 
(Ibas, Theodore of Mopsuestia, Theodoret), while, according to the report of Innocent of 
Maronia, Bishop Hypatius brought the dialogue first to the two-natures teaching. In their reports 
each of the two parties claimed victory for itself.37 For the moment we shall postpone the 
discussion about the two names and consider only the dispute about the two natures, so that 
we can fonn a judgement about the state of christology according to the conception of Hypatius, 
regardless of how the dialogue may have proceeded historically. 

According to I 21 (ACO IV, 2, p. 171,4Off.) the two-natures fonnula was from the very start 
the theme of the second day's discussion. After a brief recapitulation of the first day and after 
having established agreement about whether the Fourth Council had been summoned legally 
(119-21), Hypatius introduced the fonnula, with the question to the Severans: 'What do you 
reproach the Council with as a transgression, so that we can give an account of it?' The Severans 

Chalcedon is a lawfully summoned council, so that those things which a universal council lacked, 
or, as you say, saw less (correctly), could be corrected by a universal council.' The Severans 
say to this: 'It was indeed summoned well aDd of necessity, if only it had also found a proper 
conclusion.' The two-n:!tures teaching indeed ruined everything. To this partial acknowledge­
ment of Chalcedon on the part of tlle Severalls in I corresponds the cautiollS formulation in 
H 9: Brock 96, where without criticism the Chalcedonians can say 'that the synod of Chalcedon 
had met very usefully on the matter of Eutyches·. 

33. See]. Speigl, art. cit., 276, with reference to 121 (171, 39f.); similarly H 13: Brock, 98. 
34. Cf. H 12: Brock, 96. 
35. Cf. H 13: Brock, 98. The question appears to be unjustified because of the restriction 

already mentioned, which is recorded in I 21: ACO IV, 2, p. 171,38-9: Chalcedon indeed began 
lawfully, but did not find a proper conclusion: .. . si et iusturn finern suscepisset I 

36. H 14: Brock, 98. 
37. On the conflict over !bas and Theodoret see H 18: Brock, 100 and 178: ACO IV, 2, 

p. 182,21-22: in his ergo dictis, contradicentes (= the Syrians): De his quidern persuasurn est nobis. 
On the conflict over the two natures see J. Speigl, art. cit., 277. 
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answered: 'Above all, the novelty of the two natures. While Cyril and his predecessors had pro­
claimed "out of two natures one incarnate nature of the Word of God after the union", they 
[the Fathers of 451] claimed the novelty of "in two natures".'38 We shall treat each of the two 
reports separately. 

(i) The two-natures theme according to I 

The provocative word 'novelty' induced Hypatius to clarify its scope. 'Novelty' could have (1) 
a positive sense, insofar as something which was not previously present, now, however, causes 
surprise as being new in content. But in this term (2) there could also lurk a rejection of true 
tradition, and thus it could also denote something harmful. The Syrians were now supposed 
to say in what sense they understood Chalcedon as a 'novelty'. They replied audaciously: 'In 
both respects.' In doing this they appealed to the tradition of the mia.physis formula, as they 
said it was to be found everywhere: in the Church of Alexandria (Cyril, Athanasius), in the 
Church of Rome (Popes Felix and Julius), in Asia Minor (Gregory the Wonderworker, 
Dionysius the Areopagite): 'All of them have determined (decernentibus) as binding one nature 
of the God-Logos after the union; but all of these [the Fathers of Chalcedon] have disregarded 
this and have presumed to proclaim two natures after the union. ,39 Thus they were the 
innovators, and innovators in the negative sense. The legitimate tradition was on the side of 
the Severans. Hypatius, however, called this tradition into question by skilfully tossing the word 
'forgery' into the debate. 

The so-called Apollinarian forgeries 

In this way a long overdue theme was taken up publicly, namely the question of the legitimacy 
of the mia-physis formula as a tessera of orthodoxy. Through Cyril's authority it was able to 
develop its effectiveness between 428/429 and 532, thus over more than a century, without the 
critical question about its origin being persistently raised. The doubts of Bishop Hypatius cer­
tainly did not conform to the line of dialogue determined beforehand by Emperor Justinian, but 
they were, however, in order. With good reason we recall here Hypatius' theological adviser, 
Leontius of Byzantium, and his work Against the deceits of the Apollinarians.40 Admittedly we 

38. Cf. 121: ACO IV, 2, 171: Ante omnia duarum naturarum novitatem. 
39. Cf. 122: ACO IV, 2, p.172,2-7. M. Richard, 'Leonce de Jerusalem et Leonce de 

Byzance', MSR 1 (1944)(1-54), 51-53 = Op. Min. lIl, no. 59, [51]-[53], gives a brief analysis 
of the 'Fathers' named by the Severans and their texts. By 'Athanasius' we should understand 
Ps. Athanasius, Quod unus sit Christus: Lietzmann, Apollinaris von Laodicea, 296. On 'Felix' see 
Lietzmann, 0p. cit., 318, &ag. 186; on 'Julius' cf. Innocent Maron., De Collat. S25: ACO IV, 
2, 173; on 'Gregory the Wonderworker' see Apollin., He kata meros pistis: ACO, ibid. On Ps. 
Dionys. Ar., De divino nominibus 14: Zacharias Rhetor cont., HE IX, 15: Brooks, CSCO 88, 
82; PG 3,592. M. Richard, 0p. cit., [49]-[51], refers to the fact that in many passages this extract 
&om the Severan florilegium coincides with the florilegium which Leontius of Jerusalem refutes 
in C. Monophysitas: PG 86, 1853A-1876C. His description fits exactly the Professio fidei which 
the Severans presented to Emperor Justinian: De Coli. S9: ACO IV, 2, 170. This professio only 
exists in an extract in Zacharias Rhetor cont., HE IX, 15: Brooks, CSCO 88, 83; M. Richard, 
op. cit., [51]. This should also be regarded as an indication that Leontius of Jerusalem wrote 
in Constantinople. 

40. See PG 86, 1948A-1976A; B. E. Daley, Leont;; Monachi Byzantini Opera, no. 6 (= AFA); 
as an introduction, ibid., LV-LVlIl. Daley defends the plausible position that AFA was 
composed as a dossier for Bishop Hypatius and his dialogue partners of 532. The work is not 
a theological treatise, but a collection of materials &om the works of Apollinarius and two of 
his students. The introduction (PG 86, 1948AB), a section in the middle of the text (ibid., 
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should not expect from this collection in itself much for the outcome of the dialogue of 532, 
or for the subsequent attitude of the Severans. In their report H there was no direct or express 
comment on the proof of Hypatius, that the authorities adduced by the Orientals in favour of 
the 'out of two natures one' and the mia.physis formula were forgeries, a claim which must have 
certainly startled the Severans.41 They would have nothing directly to do with it. 42 What is 
interesting, however, is the self-protective remark of the Scverans in H 19 (Brock, 102), which 
follows the report abollt the reading Ollt of the letter to Mati of Bishop Ibns of Edess3. After 
this the Cbalcedonians were said to have been left speechless: 'In reply, the opposillS bi~hops 
could find neither defence, nor (evidence of) forgery' (my italics). Became the authenticity of 
Ibas' letter was never disputed, this reference nevertheless beau witness to the fact that the 
Severans were made to feci insecure, this effect being achieved by the word 'forgeries'. One could 
now ask to what extent tlte work of Leontius of Byzantium (APA) played a rOle in the dialogue 
of 532. Hypatius bimself may have hlld dlfflculties witll it, for tbe writing leaves it to the reader 
'to undertake the work of comparison [between the texts manufactured under orthodox names 
and the works of Apollinarius and his school] and to draw the necessary conclusions ... Not 
once does he draw attention to the fact that in nos. 6 and 7 the letter of Julius to Dionysius, 
in nos. 15 and 16 the writing at ,mione, in nos. 39 and 40 the Kata meros pistis of Gregory the 
Wonderworker are cited directly as the property of Apollinarius.'43 Nevertheless with the 
reference of the Bishop of Ephesus to the falsified transmission of the mia.physis formula an 
impetus was given for further theological argumentation by the Chalcedonians, as the decades 
and centuries after 532 were to show. 

What is striking is the fact that earlier doubts about the authenticity of the mia· 
physis texts had passed into oblivion.44 After 532, however, remarks on this theme 

1969AB) and some comments at the end (ibid., 1973C-1976A) may be considered as Leontius' 
own contribution. The veril1cations for the citations from the various writings are recorded by 
Daley in the apparatus, and in one case thel'c is also the comment: Jragmentum hie primo inventum, 
that is, that Leontius is the first witness for this text. 

41. Cf. 122: ACO IV, 2, p. 172,3-7: besides Cyril they name Athanasius, Felix and Julius of 
Rome, Gregory the Wonderworker and Dionysius the Areopagite as ,mnm 1m/ImAm del lIerbi 
Jecemell/iblls POSI ullilionem, cf. S. P. Brock, art. cil., 119 (122-8 has no corresponding passage in H). 

42. H. Lietzmann, Apolli"aris VOII Laodlcca, 124, rightly comments that the Sevcrans IIl3de 
no effOTt to defend the autbenticity of tbe witn~ses questioned by the Cbalcedonians. POl' it 
would certainly have been their business to give thought to the legitimacy of the mia-pllytis tradi· 
tion. However, in the meantime Cyril, the 'Icing of the dogmas' (Severus), Bnd Sevcrus himself 
had 'interpreted' and sanctioned this fODDula, and tbus en.ablcd its reception. 

43. Ibid. , 106, Lietzrlllmn bas even mo~ reservations with regard to "Leontius' gathering of 
materials. 

44. We call the following considerations briefly to mind: (1) It can be established that this 
is first recognized in the Roman uncials, as Leontius of Jerusalem, C. monophys. (CPG 6917), 
PG 86, 1865B, knows: of Pope Julius there is 'nothing to be found in the books of the archives' 
(instead of dpxa(wv in thill pmage it should fead dpxe(wv). A. Tuilier, 'Remarqucs SUI les 
&audes des Apollinaristes et des Monophysites', in J. Dummer, TU 133 (Bedin, 1987), 583, 
however, asks olle to consider the fact that the 3rcbives of the Roman Church were destroyed 
under Diocletian and were only graduaUy restored under Damasus. (2) Roughly at the same 
time as the fust declaration of the alleged Julbn citations in Rome througb the documentation 
of Butyches, there appeared in Rome the Writing of an anonymow person who responds to 
an enqu.iry posed to him in this regard in the writing Qllid co"lrnrium ell illoliee fidei lellSeril S"lycMs. 
He repeatedly emphasizes the fact that the letter of Juliw, tendered as proof, is a forgery. ce. 
ACO n, 4, 145-151; especially pp. 146,39-147,2; 149,22--23.35. (3) Bmperor Marcian, Leiter 
to the monks of Alexa"dria from 452: ACO II,S, p. 3,30--32; Greek: ACO 11, 1, 3, p. 130,14-16. 
The anonymous autbor just cited (2) may have writtell before Emperor Marcian. (4) Leltl!T of 
the Pa/esLi"iaJI monks to A/ciso", composed in 515, in Bvagrius, HE III, 31: Bidcz-Parmentier, 
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inere3se .~s Pour different writings are involved: (1) Emperor Justinian, C. tlfollophysitDJ,46 who 
uses the same source as the following (later) works: (2~ Doctrl"a Patnllll,47 (3) Leontius of 
Jerusalem, c. mOllop/'ysitDJ ~8 and (4) the writin~ De sect/s .4 In addition to these authors Bishop 
John of Scytbopolis deserves special attention. In the question about the authenticity of the 
Julius letter, Leontius of Jerusalem deals with the Special explanatory work of John of 
Scythopolis: 

Moreover John. the bishop of Scythopolis. who occupied himself hard and long with the 
earlier writings of Apollinarius, has found this authority [that is. the alleged Julius text] in 
these writings with exactly the same words. That this [letter of J uliusJ belon~ to 
Apollinarius, he [fohn] states clearly, H1ustraring this by adducing severa) pages from this 
(Apollinarinn] book. He [p,. Julius] says that the body of the Lord was depdved of a human 
soul and [buman] life. which Julius ill fact never said. It reads [in Ps. Julius]: the body received 
its life from the divine holiness, 1I0t from the faculty of a human soul. s1 

In the 530s there was thus present (among Chalcedonians) a broad consciousness of the 
Apollinarian forgeries, S2 which had become the major court of appeal against Chalcedon. As 
the Syriac document H shows, the Severans did not allow themselves to be impressed by this. 

A discussion about the two natures 

Let us return to the two-natures question. According to the I report, the second day's discussion 
was not at first about Ibas of Edessa and Theodoret of Cyrrhus, but dealt immediately with 
the two natures. S3 The opposition between 'one nature' and 'two natures' had been brought 

p. 129.11-14: 'They have also forged many speeches (/ogol) of Fathers, and through headings 
have ascribed many texts of Apollinarius to Athanasius and Gregory [the Wonderworker] and 
Jnlius . . .' Cf. P. Allen, Evagrills Sc/'olast/cus. Tltt Church Historiall (Lollvain. 1981), 147- 9. This 
reference is used as a framework for reporting a forgery of a 'document about the frutb ' by the 
supportm of Dloscorus. which Patriarch BUas of Jerusalem (494-518) had sent to Emperor 
Anastasius. Bvagrius stresses the effectiveness of thC$e forgeries. 

45. See H. Lietzmann, Apoll/naris von Laodicea, 108-28. 
46. Justinian Imp., C. monophys.: E. Schwartz, Drei dogmatische Schriften justiniallS = 

ABAW.PH 18 (Munich, 1939), pp.21,6-22; 19,9-10; 18,16-19,7. 
47. DP, ch.9. X-XI: Apollinarian forgeries: Diekamp, 62-63, with more details on 374, 

where the parallels to Justinian are mentioned. 
48. Leontius Jet., C. mOIlOJlhys.: PG 86. 1865B13- C3. 
49. Lcontius Sehol. (Ps. Leontius), De seclls (CPG 6823): PG 86, 1253C-1256D. 
50. H. Lietzmano. op. ciL, 117, indeed refers to John of Scythopolis. but does not go any 

further into his knowledge of the Apollinanan forgeries. On Joho of Scythopolis see P. Loofs • 
.uolltiliS vall Byzonz IIl1d die gieic/lllamigen SchrlJtsleller seiner Zeit = TV 3,1- 2 (Leipzig, 1887). 
269-72; S. Helmer, Der N~u(ha/~dollismus (Bonn, 1962) • 176- 81; L. Perrone, La eI,iesa dl 
Palestilra (Brescia, 1980), 240-9; B. I'ludn, Mimcle e/ hls/aire dnllS I'/lellvre d~ Cyrille dt Scy/llOpolls 
(Paris, 1983), 17-29: 'B. Le milieu culture! et theologique: Jean de Scythopolis'; B. R. Suchla. 
Dit Obtrli1enmg dts Pr%gs des jollmmes 110/1 Skythopolis Zljlll grle,/'Ischt ll Corpus Diollyslacmn 
AreoJHIgitlCIIIII = NAWG.PH 1984, 4 (GottingCD, 1984), tn- 88; eadem. Bille Reddkt{oll des 
griechlschetl Corpus Diollys{acurll Arcopagitlcum 1m Umkrels des jO/lflnlll'S 11011 Skyl/'opollsJ des V erJa~ers 
VOII Prolog IItId Schollell. Bill Jrltter BeltNg ~'Ir Oberllejtnmgsgesc/lichle des CD =NAWG.PH 1985, 
4 (Gottingen, 1985), 179-94. 

51. Leontius Jer., C. monophys.: PG 86, 1865BC. 
52. A. Tuilier, art. cit., gives suggestions worth considering for how the Apollinarian forgeries 

are to be explained. 
53. See above n.37. 
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to mind by the Chalcedonians' attempt to justify the reacceptance of bishops Ibas and Theodoret. 
condemned in 449, by referring to the letters of Cyril. The letters alluded to are those of the 
Patriarch which had been decisive for the Union of 433.54 It is said that in these Cyril had 
acknowledged the manner of speaking of 'two natures'. We are already acquainted with this 
theme from the controversy between the compilers of the Cyrillian florilegium and Severus. As 
Severos had categorically rejected such an acknowledgement. so too the Severan bishops of 532 
referred to Cyril's writings containing the mia.physis formula 55 and denied the existence of the 
two-natures formula. In contrast the Chalcedonians eltplained that for their part they were ready 
to submit patristic evidence for this. 56 But matters did not come to a head, for on the evening 
of the second day there was insufficient time. and on the third day an unexpected change in 
the programme was made. 57 The Emperor invited the parties to a combi.1led audience. 58 

The discussion about the two-natures formula in Innocent. however, occupied more space and 
was allocated to the second day. This discrepancy can no doubt be explained by the fact that 
the 'impressive argumentation of Hypatius for the two-natures teaching' (139-63: ACO IV, 
2, 176-180) did not represent a genuine report of minutes, but was to be understood as 
'documentation, which could be collected from the records and preparation of Hypatius for this 
discussion. Thus the first impression would be confirmed that the report of Innocent, in render­
ing the content of the dialogues. strongly served the interests of documenting its own standroint, 
and did not confine itself to reproducing the course of the dialogue by way of minutes. ,5 This 
does not prevent us from making clear the christological position of the Chalcedonians at the 
doctrinal dialogue. 

The cllristological problem it' Hypat{us of Ephesus according to the 
represent.ation oj Innocent 

Once the history of the ttlia-physis formula appeared dubious against the 
background of the Apollinarian forgeries, the way was clear for the 
positive discussion of the formulas and concepts introduced at Chalcedon. 

Hypatius called to mind clearly the historical task of the Fourth 
Council: the teaching of the two natures had been formulated in 
order to exclude the falsification of faith through the teaching of one 
physis introduced by the Arians and Apollinarians. The Arians and 

54. On the Union of 433 see jdChr 13
, 703-7; see the important article of M. Simonetti, 

'Alcune osservazioni suI monofisismo di Cirillo di Alessandria', Aug 22 (1982), 493-511; on 504 
Simonetti gathers all of the Cyrillian passages together, where Cyril 'non esita a parlare di due 
nature di Cristo, pur sottolineando energicamente la loro unita'. As we have seen, Severos wants 
to deny this absolutely. 

55. Cf. H, nos. 29-30: Brock, 106. The Severans name Cyril Alex., Ep. 44 ad Eulog.: ACO 
I, 1,4. 35-37; Ep.40 ad Acacium Melit.: ACO I, 1. 4, 20-31. On the appearance of the 
mia.physis formula in Cyril in chronological order, see jdChr 12

, 674, n.2. 
56. Cf. H 31.32: Brock, 106-7. 
57. See J. Speigl, art. cit., 277: 'According to the Syriac minutes H, the patristic argument 

of the imperial party for the two-natures teaching on the second day would no longer have had 
a chance.' 

58. Cf. I 79: ACO IV, 2, p. 182,23-28. 
59. Thus J. Speigl. an. cit., 278. The concluding comment in I 78: ACO IV, 2, p. 182.21-22, 

does not contradict this: in his ergo dietis, contradieentes: 'De his qUidem persuasum est nobis'. This 
declaration of agreement by the Severans can hardly be accepted as authentic. It is a redactional 
addition in I; cf. the result in H. 
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Apollinarians were at one in that they both denied the divine nature of 
the Logos either explicitly, or implicitly by wanting to represent the 
Logos as 'created' or as 'passible'. 60 But if Christ were true God and 
true human being, then the talk of two natures, which were united, 
however, in the one hypostasis and in the one prosopon, suggested itself. 
What did Hypatius have to say positively with regard to the main 
Chalcedonian concepts? In the bishop's first statement the confusion in 
the usage of concepts was clearly evident, in that in the same sentence 
the terminology of Ephesus and Chalcedon, of Nestorius and Cyril, 
was mentioned. This happened in connection with the question why 
Chalcedon, in contrast to the Council of Ephesus (431), had not accepted 
the third letter of Cyril to Nestorius. Hypatius did not deny the reserva­
tion of the Fathers, but attempted to explain it in a convoluted argument 
from the difficult conceptual language of the appended anathemas, in 
particular the third in the list. 61 

If the Council of Chalcedon accepted and confirmed all the formulas and definitions of faith 
of the Council held at Ephesus against Nestorius, what reason did it have to reject this letter? 
They [the Fathers of Chalcedon] wanted to define one person and one (hyposwis > (subsislen­
liam) against the blasphemies of Nestorius, which divide the two natures into two persons 
and two hyposwes (subsislenlias). But this letter introduced a mention of the two hyposwes. 
This is why they properly deferred naming it [the letter] so as not to come into opposition 
either to it or to themselves, but rather it proposed another letter of his, which was praised 
because of its agreement with the symbol of the Council of Nicaea [CPG 5304], and that 
[letter] which was written to the Orientals [CPG 5339]. 

As we see, there appear here the main Chalcedonian concepts: natura 
(physis), persona (prosopon), subsistentia (hypostasis). From his interpretation 
of subsistentia (hypostasis) Hypatius at first attempts to demonstrate that 
the Fathers of Chalcedon would have come into opposition to Cyril's 
letter containing the anathemas, were they to have adduced it, for the 
reason that this letter speaks of two hypostases in Christ, whereas they 
themselves would speak only of one. Hence it can only be the third 
anathema which is meant, but in an interpretation not intended by Cyril. 

60. 123: ACO IV, 2, p_ 172,13-17: neque enim Arrius aliquanao lIel Apollinarius duas naturas 
confessi sunl, sed unam naturam dei verbi incarnatam ipsi magis noviler proluleru"" ul creolalll tI ptJjjibilem 
ipsalll divinam verbi naluram introducerent. adversus quos duas substantias a/que "aturas OI!Hles SatUI; palres 
decreverunl. Hypatius passes over the fact that with Nicaea the ApoUinarians fUlldamentally 
retained the divinity of the Logos, but the passibility of the Logos necessarily follows from their 
conception of the mia physis. To the assumption of a real passio of the Logos as Logos, however, 
was tied implicitly the denial of the divinity of Christ, a conclusion which indeed the Arians 
drew, but Apollinarius himself did oot. 

61. 128; ACO N, 2, p. 173.21-9. It is to be noted that the Fathers of Ephesus already treat 
Cyril's anatbemata letter differently from his second letter to Nestorius. Cf. JdChr 13

, 688-9; 
ACO I, 1. 2, pp.26,19-20,26. 
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The anathema reads: 

If anyone divides the hyposwes in the one Christ after the union, joining them only in a 
connection according to dignity, or authority, or power, and not rather in a corning together 
according to the physical unity, let him be anathema.62 

John the Grammarian had already drawn attention to this 'hypostases 
text', and had shrewdly endeavoured to make use of it for himself. 63 

No one, says John, can be seriously of the opinion that Cyril sees in 
the one Christ two hypostases already existing prior to the union, but 
which are now 'united hypostases', retaining their station as such also in 
the union. What he reproduces in his anathema is the opinion of 
Nestorius, in the way in which the Alexandrian understands it. The third 
anathema can also be paraphrased as follows: 'If anyone accepts two 
hypostases after the union, let him be anathema. And anyone who does 
not confess the "physical union" accepts two hypostases.' The reservation 
of Chalcedon vis-a-vis the anathemas letter was certainly not conditioned 
by the terminological vagueness of the third anathema, but by the entire 
tendency of these twelve chapters, which seemed to the Fathers not to 
exclude Apollinarianism, and above all Eutychianism, sufficiently clearly. 
In the teaching of the 'physical union' (henosis kata physin) which Cyril 
demanded, they suspected the Apollinarian nature-synthesis of divinity 
and humanity in Christ. 

After almost one hundred years, this would have been the opportunity 
to focus on the real terminological problem of Chalcedon and its 
'novelty', that is, to clarify the distinction between hypostasis (subsistentia) 
and nature (physis, natura), and correspondingly to elucidate what 
differentiates the 'union according to hypostasis' from a 'union according 
to nature' (henosis kath'hypostasin - henosis kata physin). In fact this discus­
sion tentatively touches the problem. For the Severans reply to Bishop 
Hypatius: 'In the letter of the twelve chapters he [Cyril] takes the two 
hypostases for two natures. '64 Thus they perceive a different use of con­
cepts: in his interpretation of the third anathema Hypatius takes the 
word subsistentia (hypostasis) for 'subject'; the Severans render the 
Cyrillian 'two hypostases' by 'two natures', and believe in this way that 
they find in Cyril's words a condemnation of the two natures of 
Chalcedon. In contrast Hypatius has recourse to the conceptual history 
of the fourth century, and would like to transfer the distinction between 

62. Cyril Alex., Ep. 17 ad Nestor.: COD, p.59 III; DEC, p.59 III; p. '59 3. 
63. See above, pp. 58-61. 
64. Cf. 129: ACO IV, 2, p. 173,29-30: In episto/a XII capitu/orum duas subsistentias pro duabus 

naturis dicit. 
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hypostasis and physis, introduced into trinitarian theology, to the 
oikonomia as well, that is, to the doctrine of the incarnation,65 and on 
that basis to arrive at a clarification of the third anathema. If the Severans 
on the other hand want to remain with the old synonymous usage of 
physis and hypostasis, then they will experience difficulty with its applica­
tion to trinitarian teaching. For if they attempt to protest to the 
Chalcedonians that Cyril with his condemnation of 'two hypostases' has 
already condemned the 'two natures' - presupposing that physis is 
synonymous with hypostasis - then they themselves have to accept in 
the Trinity three separate hypostases, different according to nature. 
Hypatius passes over in silence the fact that Cyril, Severu~ and the 
Severans have given up the synonymous use of these concepts in the 
thealogia, and with the Cappadocians distinguish in the 'one nature' of 
the godhead 'three hypostases'. but in the oikotlomia still take physis and 
hypostasis as synonymous. That is certainly inconsistent. but a historical 
reality. Hypatius (Innocent of Maronia) should have been aware of this. 
He could justiBably have emphasized such a terminological perversity, 
without attributing false teachings to the opponent. 

Hence, if we follow I, once again formula is opposed to formula. The 
clarification of the concept has not begun at all. The continuation of 
the text also illustrates this. 66 

[The contradicentes = Severans say] And the letters of Cyril which were specifically adduced 
at the Council of Chalcedon, namely the one written to Nestorius [CPG 5304] as well as 
the one to the Orientals [CPG 5339J, contain the 'from two natures' (and not the 'in two 
natures'. The Bishop [Hypatius J: Do you accept then a difference between 'from two natures' 
and) 'in two natures'? The colltradittntes [Severans] said: Yes, to the highest degree. The 
Bishop [Hypatius] said: What do you mean? The opponents: To say 'from two natures' 
means according to Cyril and the holy Fathers the one incarnate nature of the Logos; 'in 
two natures' means two persons and two hypostases. 

65. Ibid., 29-31: 173,30-174.13: Hypatius first of all refers to the earlier synonymous we of 
SIIbSlanlia (ousia). lIatllm (pltysls) and sl.bslslfntin (hypostasis), which had been rnditional for 
trinitarian theology. Then he depicts the misunderstanding which occurred between the Bast 
(with the formula: in the Trinity there is one hypostasis = one narure) and thc West (in the 
Trinity there are three persOM in one nature) . He says that the East has seen Sabellianism in 
the Western formula, and the West has rcproached the Orientals with an Arian division of the 
one godhead into three unequal hyposliIsl'J (sllbslstCIIIIIIS). Tluough the linguistic knowledge of 
the holy Athanasius. however. the reconciliation between Bast and West was achieved. Hypatius 
is thus of the opinion that Athanasius did away with the synonymous use of physis and hypostasis; 
but here .he has ill mind 3 pseudo-Athanasian writing. The re;!! Athanasius was an old-Nicene. 
Cf. his Ep. ad Afro.! t'ppos 4: PG 26, 10J6B: 'The hypostasis is the oll.Sia and means nothing other 
than this very thing which is.' 

66. 132-33: ACO IV. 2, 174. The text placed in brackets ( ) is E. Schwartz's addition. 
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This was the customary Severan argumentation. The dialogue was 
thus completely stalled. Hypatius could only argue along these lines: 
your 4from two natures' does not provide any further help either. For 
if for you 'nature' is the same as hypostasis. then your. formula 'from two 
natures' presupposes two existing hypostases which have been united. 
Then this brings one down again on the side of Nestorius. The Bishop 
of Ephesus notes that no decision will be arrived at on this level and 
would like to play down the opposition between the formulas. For this 
purpose he has recourse to the Flavian Synod of 448 where there had 
still been a certain unity. The role of Bishop Basil of Seleucia is also 
recalledY At this assembly, which Hypatius says took a clear position 
against Eutyches, both the formula 'out of two natures' (Flavian) as well 
as the other 'in two natures' were to be heard, without bringing with 
them the accusation of heresy. Indeed. in his rescript to Emperor 
Theodosius II, Patriarch Flavian did not once reject the t1Iia-physis for­
mula. 68 Nevertheless at Ephesu (449) he was condemned by Patriarch 
DioscoIUs. Hypatius concluded from this that the oscillation between 
both sides had to be abandoned. For Chalcedon also recognized that 
nothing so approached the Eutychians, as opponents of the 'two natures', 
as 'this Manichaean confession of one nature', which signifies mingling 
and docetism. 69 Thus he stated that the Fourth Council posed vis-a-vis 
Flavian an 'explanatory formula' (explanativam potius voeem), 'which con­
fesses one person and one hypostasis'. By this means Flavian's correct faith 
was acknowledged and his statements confirmed. 70 Hypatius thus 
believes that through his mediating position he has demonstrated to the 
Severans that the formula of faith of 451 was the wise, indeed the sole 
way out of the crisis regarding Eutyches. 

This attempt by Hypatius to solicit understanding ought to be 
acknowledged. It consists in nothing other than re-enacting the decision 
of Chalcedon, concerning both its major formula and its relationship to 
Cyril. In contrast to John the Grammarian, the Bishop of Ephesus and 
his companions do not demand that both formulas need to be used to 

67. 133: ACO IV. 2. p.174,24-30. Cf. ]dChr 13. 733-4, 757-8; II/l, 241-3. 
68. As a proof this rescript is cited verbatim in I 34: ACO IV, 2, 174-175. The main sentence 

of Flavian reads: et unam qUidem dei verbi naturam, incamatam tamen, dicere non negamus, quia ex 
utrisque unus iJemque dominus noster Iesus Christus est (p. 175,14-16). Schwartz remarks that 
Rusticus offers a different translation (cf. ACO II. 5. 116-117); Grumel, Regestes 12, no. 105; 
CluJlltedon I, 196 and 398-401. 

69. 135: ACO IV, 2, p. 175,27-29: nihil ita recreat eos qui cum Eutychen adversantur orthodoxae 
duarum naturarum confessioni, nisi confusa et conmixta et imaginaria vel Ma/licluJica u/lius naturae 
conJeSjio. 

70. 135: ACO IV, 2, p.175,29-31. 
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express the faith correctly, namely the Chalcedonian two-natures formula 
against Eutyches and the Alexandrian one-nature formula against 
Nestorius. 'One hypostasis in two natures': this definition, by its distinc­
tion between, and not the synonymous use of, the major concepts, fulfils 
both apologetic tasks. By the reference to the fraudes Apollinistarum, the 
Apollinarian forgeries, the authenticity of which the Severans did not 
attempt to uphold, the Chalcedonian decision could moreover also be 
spared the reproach of 'novelty'. The critical stance with regard to the 
letters of Cyril was also Chalcedonian, which again was nothing other 
than the re-enactment of the procedure of the Fathers of Ephesus. Cyril 
has a determining part in the definition of 451 through the two letters 
acknowledged by the Synod, the second letter to Nestorius approved at 
Ephesus and the Laetentur letter of 433. He is also called as a witness 
to the two-natures language, but not as a promoter of the one-nature 
formula.71 Hypatius with his group stands firmly on the ground of 
Chalcedon, sadly also in the sense that he does not try to analyse and 
define his main concepts and to demonstrate how effective they can be 
in dealing with the problems at hand. 

(ii) The two-natures theme according to H 
While according to I the two-natures teaching forms the major theme 
of the second day, H places this discussion only at the end of the same 
day. Each of the two parties refers for its position to Cyril as the main 
authority. The Chalcedonians rely above all on the letter which Cyril 

71. 136: ACO IV. 2. p. 175.33-38: 'We accept [from Cyril] what agrees with his synodal 
letters [that is. ratified by Ephesus and Chalcedon respectively]; what. however. is not in agree­
ment we neither condemn nor do we follow it as ecclesiastical law. As synodal letters we con­
sider, as was said above. the letters which have been accepted and confirmed by the holy councils 
[Ephesus and Chalcedon], that is, the one to Nestorius [CPG 5304: Gamunt multi] as well as 
the one written to the Orientals [CPG 5339: Laetentur Caeli].' There follow extracts from these 
two letters together with the formula of union (176. nos. 39 and 41). In contrast to these 
synodally recognized letters, all the other letters, written more secretly (secreto) or in friendship, 
which are particularly exposed to forgery, must be passed over (143: ACO IV, 2, p. 177,10-15). 
With regard to this compromise the Severans insist on the evaluation of the whole of Cyril, 
particularly the letter to Eulogius and the second letter to Succensus, and begin immediately 
to read from them. The letters in question are CPG 5344 and 5346. According to H 30 they 
also demand the reading out of the letter to Acacius of Melitene (CPG 5340). a demand which 
because of lack of time, however, cannot be granted. Thus the Cyril of the mia physis is produced 
by the Severans; in contrast it is the Cyril who also allows the two-natures formula to be valid, 
who is produced by Hypatius (especially in 145-63: ACO IV. 2, pp. 177,25-180.3). That 
Hypatius could rightly appeal to this follows from M. Simonetti, 'Alcune osservazioni suI 
monofisismo di Cirillo di Alessandria', Aug 22 (1982), 493-511, especially 510-11, n. 50, where 
he refers to Cyril's writing Quod unus sit Christus. 
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wrote in connection with the Union of 433,72 which to some extent is 
justified historically. But with equal right the anti-Chalcedonians can 
distil the Cyril of the mia-physis formula.?3 In this regard the main 
documents are the letter to Eulogius,74 which is read out, and the letter 
to Acacius of Melitene,7S which because of the lateness of the hour 
could no longer be read out. Moreover the imperial auditor emphasizes 
that its contents are equivalent to those of the letter to Eulogius. 76 The 
Chalcedonians want to place in opposition to these documents a dossier 
from the Fathers in favour of the two-natures language.77 The Syrians 
encourage them in this project, because they, like Severus, are certain 
of the fact that the attempt would not succeed. 78 

The dialogue then takes an unexpected turn. Both parties are invited 
to an audience with the Emperor, the Chalcedonians being the first. 
After some time the Syrians are also summoned. Immediately they have 
the suspicion that behind their backs their dialogue partners have urged 
breaking-off the dialogue altogether, because of their embarrassment at 
not being able to produce the patristic proof which they had announced. 
The main reason for this premature ending, however, is no doubt the 
Emperor's realization, gained from information he had received about 
the course of the dialogue, that his goal could not be achieved, namely 
to lead the Severans back to unity with the 'imperial confession'. This 
concluding audience is thus equivalent to an admission that the 
Emperor's initiative has failed. Only one bishop, Philoxenus of Doliche, 
changes from the Severan to the Chalcedonian side. 79 Nevertheless the 
dialogue has an effect on later history, as the Syrian report (S) enables 
one to discover. To begin with, the Emperor succeeded in having the 
Syrians formulate, with all assurances, the conditions under which they 

72. Cyril Alex., Ep.39 ad Iolumn. Ant. de pace (CPG 5339): ACO I, 1, 4, 15-20; II, 1, 1, 
107-111; PG 77, 173-181 (Laetenlllr letter). 

73. Cf. H 29-30: Brock, 106. 
74. Cyril Alex., Ep.44 ad Eulog. (CPG 5344): ACO I, 1, 4, p.35,14; 36,11-12; PG 77, 

225B.D. 
75 . Idem, Ep. 40 ad Acac. Melit. with several attestations of the mia.physis formula: ACO I, 

I, 4, p.26,8-9, 21-22; PG 77, 182D-193AB; cf. JdChr 13
, 674, n. 2. 

76. H 30: Brock, 106. Once again cf. M. Simonetti, art. cit. 
77. H 31: Brock, 106; 179: ACO IV, 2, p.182,23-25. 
78. Cf. H 34: Brock, 108. The Syrians confirm that for the third day the Chalcedonians did 

not have their promised testimonies of the holy Fathers prepared, and the former comment: 
'indeed they could not have done so'. 

79. Cf. E. Honigmann, Evlques et Mchls, 72-3; ACO IV, 2, pp. 169,27; 184,2; J. Speigl, 
art. cit., 271. How Emperor Justinian further attempted indirectly to achieve his purpose with 
the Severans and failed is depicted by J. Speigl, art. cit., 280--2. Nothing new for christology 
results from this. 
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would agree to the restoration of the unity of the Church.80 Still they 
give to their agreement a particular meaning. They do not speak of con­
ditions which the Severan side would have to fulfil in order to come 
to unity, but rather of the conditions for the Chalcedonian side. For 
according to their conviction it was the Chalcedonian side that was 
marked with the sign of schism:81 

We do not think that those who have specifically withdrawn themselves from communion 
with the opposite party will be united, unless they anathematize those who speak of two 
natures after the inexplicable union. as well as the Tome of Leo. and what took place at 
Chalcedon in opposition to the orthodox faith. 

That is an unambiguous renunciation of the Council. For the moment 
nevertheless the Syrians do not demand any condemnation of particular 
names (Ibas and Theodoret). But the Roman demands, that particular 
libelli be signed (by which no doubt the formula. Hormisdae is meant), 
should cease. Here there follows a special proposal which the Emperor 
himself made for union and which already points to the next phase of 
the discussion, as the text S reveals. 

(1) The Severans should anathematize Diodore. Theodore. Theodoret. Ibas. Nestorius and 
Eutyches. 

(2) They could accept the twelve anathemas of Cyril and anathematize those against whom 
they werc writtcn. 

(3) They might confess the one nature of the incarnate Word. but they should refrain from 
amtbematizing the supporters of the two natures; insto:ad they should express their condem­
nation of those confl!ising Nestorian views (under whom naturaUy each Scvcran also sub­
sumed the Chalcedonians). 

(4) The slogan 'che two united and inseparable natures' should be accepted by both sides as 
a formula of reconciliation.82 

(5) Finally they should partially recognize Chalcedon by condemning Butyches; however. they 
do not need to accept the actual formula of faith of 451. They should cease to anathematize 
the Tomus of Leo; the libel/i Romani should not be suspended.83 

The Emperor's endeavour was in vain. The report S comments in con­
clusion in no. 7: 'These things failed to persuade the orthodox bishops.' 
Thus if we consider the Emperor's active steps to achieve unity, in this 
concentrated form over three days, they have to be regarded as a failure 

80. In doing so they stress the private character of their step; d. S 3: Brock, 115: 'The 
orthodox bishops say: uThe canon does not allow five insignificant bishops, bishops moreover 
of small towns. to provide any common (statement) on the faith by themselves".' 

81. S 5: Brock. 116. 
82. S. Brock. art. cit .• 116. n. 92, adding by way of explanation: 'I.e. the Syrian Orthodox 

should distinguish between the ordinary upholders of Chalcedon and those who did so as a conve­
nient front to hide their genuinely Nestorian position.' 

83. Cf. S 7: Brock, 116-17. 
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as such. As far as the procedure was concerned, it did not produce the 
planned exchange of doubt and solution. Instead of question and answer, 
there were only attack and accusation. If we were to take Justinian's 
strategy, as it has just been presented, and contrast it with the main 
theses of Hypatius, then in the place of the strict-Chalcedonian position 
of the imperial representative the Emperor's new attitude is already 
apparent. We still have to address this topic. 

II. HERACLIANUS OF CHALCEDON 

To the circle of Chalcedonian bishops and theologians from the Patri­
archate of Constantinople there also belonged Heraclianus, who from 
537(?) to 553 was the bishop and metropolitan of Chalcedon. "" 
Between 520 and 535 we find him as a priest of the Great Church in 
Constantinople and synkellos of Patriarch Epiphanius (520--535).85 In 
520, together with Bishop John of Claudiopolis in Isauria and the deacon 
Constantine, he was sent to Rome, arriving on 30 November 520,86 in 
order, after the change of 518, to seal the peace between Byzantium and 
Rome in the name of the Patriarch and his synod. This delegation was 
also intended by Emperor Justin (and Justinian) to petition for the 
ratification of the trinitarian theopaschite formula by the Pope.87 This 
formula stated that Jesus Christ, the Son of the Virgin, who suffered 
in the flesh, is rightly confessed as 'one of the Trinity', or as 'person 
in and from the Trinity'. In 532 Heraclianus, still as a priest and 
theologian, was a participant in the doctrinal dialogue which we have 
just described.88 In 535 he was sent to Rome a second time, in order 
to present a letter of Emperor Justinian to the King of the Goths, 

84. See CPG 6800-6801; E. Honigmann, Heroe/lanus of C/.alcedo" (537 A.D.?), SOlmc/rus uJ 
Catsori?o il' Cappadocia alld Ac/r/llius = ST 173 (Vatican City, 1953), no. XXII. 205-216. 

8S. cr. ACO IV. 2, 170; R. &hicffer, ACO IV, 3, 2. 1, p. 215. who emphasizes the 
distingUished position of Hcraclianus. Cf. E. Houigmann, op. cit .• 213 on He.raclianus: 'Eminent 
ecclesiastical leaders like Herndianus we~e certainly not at the time a commnn occurren e in the 
Byzantine Church . . .' 

86. Cf. Epiphaniw. Reialio ad Hormlsdam: CA. ep. 233. no. 7 and I!p. 234. no. 10, pp.709. 
713 for mention of Hernclianus. Between the Pope in Rome and the ,Patriarch in Constantinople 
there is complete agreement. Emperor Jwtin (Justinian)' likewise sends a letter: CA. ep. 235. 
In no. 2 sec the Dames of the delegates. 

87. Justin (Justinian) imp .• Ep. ad Hom.isd. (from 9.9.520) : CA. ep. 235, no. 3; CSEL 35. 2, 
p. 715: Ilobis elenim vide/ur, IIlIon/am filius del vM Jomllllls flOSIY JesllS Chrisllls tx u/rg/II~ Maria IIOI.IS, 
IJlltm pmedical SIll/millS appslo/On/111 came pCUSJIIII, recte dicilllr UIIIlS jll trillilale cum patre spiriluquc 5all'/0 

regllare, maimalisqut tius pmollnlll ill trl"UMe tl tx trilliiale "0" infidellter credimus. 
88. Cf. ACO IV, 2. 170. 
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Theodahat.89 Certainly from 537, as a bishop and metropolitan, he led 
the Church of Chalcedon, to which he had been appointed by Bishop 
Soterichus of Caesarea in Cappadocia in his capacity as exarch of the 
dioceses of Pontus.90 According to Patriarch Photius, Heraclianus was 
a model of orthodoxy.91 To what extent his influence also had an effect 
on Patriarch Ephraem of Amida in the see of Antioch and on his fellow 
peritus at the doctrinal dialogue of 532, Leontius of Byzantium, as is 
occasionally assumed,92 is difficult to determine. In any case he was 
a notable supporter of strict-Chalcedonian christology, with an 
Antiochene tint, for Photius mentions that Heraclianus considers the 
suspect Diodore of Tarsus as one of the 'Fathers', He seems to have con­
sistently maintained this position, 

It was different with his consecrator, Bishop Soterichus, who was just 
mentioned,93 who had been nominated metropolitan of Caesarea by 
Patriarch Macedonius of Constantinople (496-511) and on that occasion 
had professed Chalcedon, but then changed to the anti-Chalcedonian 
side. At the time of the Synod of Sidon (511) he was an acknowledged 
personality among the opponents of the Fourth Council. 94 Naturally he 
was also then the target of condemnations, thus by Patriarch John of 
Jerusalem, the saints Sabas and Theodosius, and by Hypatius, whose 
anathema he attracted together with Nestorius, Eutyches, Severus and 
all anti-Chalcedonians,95 After the change of 518, however, Soterichus 
went to Constantinople in order to come to an understanding with the 

89. See Cassiod., Var. X 25: PL 69, 814C; see also CA, ep. 88: CSEL 35, 1, p. 333,24. 
90. Cf. E. Honigmann, op. cit., 213. 
91. Photius, Bibl. cod. 85: PG 103, 288A-289A; R. Henry, II, 9-10. 
92. This is adduced as a possibility by J. Lebon, 'Ephraem d'Amid, patriarche d'Antioche 

(526-544)" in Milonges C. Moeller I (Louvain, Paris. 1914), 213. Lebon refers to J. P. Junglas, 
Leontius lion Byzanz (Paderbom, 1907), 56ff. 

93. Cf. E. Honigmann, op. cit., 208-13. 
94. Ibid., 208. Soterichus, however, should not be regarded as the one who suggested the 

Synod of Sidon, or even as the one who presided. In a letter from 510 Severu!, who at that 
time was still in Constantinople. communicated to him that Mllcedonius was plouing a revolt 
(stasis) in order to hinder the addition of 'crucified for our sake' to the liturgical Trishagion. 
Cf. Bvagrius, HE Ill, 44: Bidez-Parmentier, 146,8; cf. G. Garittc, 'Fragments coptes d'une lcttre 
de ~vcre d'Antioche a Sotericbo! de Cesar~e (CPG 7071, 13)" MilS 65 (1952), 185- 98. Coptic 
text and Latin translation, Ibid., 190-8. According to Severos, the chanting of the expanded 
Trishagion was directed against the supporters of Chalcedon 1,1i res Nestori; [im)pii [sflll/i,mt (192). 
To be noted is the fact tltJlt according to Sevems Ant., Bp. ad Dioscornlll II AI., written in 
516--517: SL IV, 3, p.291 [258}, and Mem, Ep. ad Rippucr.: PO 12, 317, the bishops of Cap· 
padocia I and U were in favou,r of 3 union with Dioscorus 11 and Sevcrus. 

95. Winter 516/517, according to Cyril. Scyth .. Villi Sab., ch.56: Schwartz, pp.151,24-
152,2; Theophan., Chron.: de Boor, 158-159. 
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new patriarch, John II the Cappadocian (518- 520).9{; In fact he then 
accepted Chalcedon, as Cyrus, the bishop of Tyana, also did .97 Never­
theless Soterichus did not immediately have the confidence of Pope 
Hormisda.'1, who wanted to have him deposed. Emperor Justin It 
however, defended the bishop.98 When Soterichus died, his successor in 
537 was Theodore Askidas, a name which will claim our attention in 
the next phase of christology. 

In spite of the lacunae in the evidence, one can discern that Heraclianus 
made some attempts to execute what the doctrinal dialogue of 532 was 
intended to effect, namely a clarification of the concepts and formulas 
separating the parties. The Doctrina Patn4m (DP) quotes &om a letter 
to Soterichus long or short excerpts arranged under various topoi, but 
which concern the Chalcedonian concepts and formulas, and in general 
tne problem of how one ought to speak of unity and duality in Christ. 
As these fragments show, their content corresponds to the state of 
cnristology between 510 and 537. 

1. Accents in the use of concepts 

In Heraclianus too the ousia concept comes clearly to the fore, that 
concept which gained its significance from John the Grammarian and 
Leontius of Byzantium on the Chalcedonian side, and from Sergius 
Scholasticus on the anti-Chalcedonian front. In the sixth chapter the DP 
intends to show that physis and hyposttlsis are not the same, but tnat on 
the other band ousia and physis are the same, just as hypostasis and 
prosopon. In order to show thls, a fragment from the letter of Heraclianus 
to Soterichus is adduced. With regard to content it does not advance 
beyond the distinction of ousia and hypostasis established by Basil. It is 
not legitimate when the bishop calls upon the Council of Nicaea as an 
authority for the distinction between the two concepts, for there indeed 
ousia and hypostasis were used synonymously.99 He himself contrasts 

96. Severos Ant., Ep. ad Eleus. ep. Sasimae: SL VI, 1: Brooks II, 361-362. The outcome of 
the matter was at first still uncertain for Severos. 

97. Severos Ant., Ep. ad Proclum et Euseb. (Cappadocia II), whom he cautions against defec­
ting, SL V, 13: Brooks II, 344: 'It was alrendy 3 fact: "Cyrus hns lapsed: Sotcric bas fallen ." 
Will the enemies of troth also be able to laugh and say: Produs and EuseboD3 were thrown 
into the same ditch?' The DP contains a fragment hom Cyrus of T)'tIna in eh. 41. XXXVf.: 
Diekamp, 313 (against Chalcedon). 

98. Justin emp., Ep. ad Honnisd., from 7.6.520 = Ep. 111 in Thiel, 914-916; CA, ep. 193: 
CSEL 35, 2, p. 650. 

99. Cf. COD,S; DEC,S; ·5; Heraclian. ep., in DP, eh.6, XVIII: Diekamp, p.43, 
9-15. 
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physis and hypostasis. It is also on this basis that a fragment of the DP, 
which is taken from the same letter, is to be judged. tOO 

Your Holiness knows that the Fathers of the Council of Chalcedon say that the coming 
together (uvvt5POtltf) of divinity and humanity happened in one hypostasis, which means 
the same as confessing frankly the union according to the hypostasis. 

One must not extrapolate from this formula a typically neo­
Chalcedonian oscillation, even if it was selected with an eye to Cyril. 

2. Anthropology and christology 

Of no particular significance is the discussion about the question whether 
there are not three natures in Christ. For if the humanity of Christ con­
sists of body and soul, it already contains in itself two natures. 
Heraclianus does not respond directly to this question. tOt His texts, 
however, can still be adduced for this purpose, for in these he makes 
suggestions about the philosophical denotation of compound things, and 
thus of human beings as well. Heraclianus is of the opinion that not 
all subdivisions - whether in scholastic language we call these essential 
parts or integral parts (partes essentiales or partes integrantes) - need to 
be stated together in the total denotation of a being. Thus one can con­
sider 'humanity' as one nature and 'divinity' as the other in Christ. 102 

These few samples show that in his letter to Soterichus, from which 
no doubt all of the fragments of the DP belonging to him are taken, t03 

Heraclianus moves in the area of philosophical-theological reflection on 
the mystery of faith of Chalcedon, and on that basis deals with the anti­
Chalcedonian Soterichus. The loss of the letter in its entirety is to be 
regretted. 

100. Heraclian. ep., Ep. ad Soterich. (Frag.): DP, ch.21, VII: Diekamp, 134. 
101. In contrast this is done by the fragment from the defensiolles of Eulogius Alex. (CPG 

6972): DP, ch. 29, XIII: Diekamp, 209-210. 
102. Cf. DP, ch. 29, XI and XII: Diekamp, 207-208. The same consideration is developed 

in ch. 30, I, in connection with the question about number in the denotation of composite things. 
103. Cf. the comments in CPG 6800. In the Opusc. theol. polem. Maximus Confessor cites 

a short fragment from Heraclianus' writing Against the Mallichaeans (CPG 6801: PG 91, 125CD), 
which, however, is so short that its christological statement is difficult to determine. Cf. Photius, 
Bibl. cod. 85: PG 103, 288f.; R. Henry II, 9-10. 
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III. THE SLEEPLESS MONKS OF THE MONASTERY OF EIRENAION AND 

THE FABRICATED CORRESPONDENCE WITH PETER THE FULLER 

The Sleepless Monks of Eirenaion must be considered the most important 
centre of strict-Chalcedonian christology in the region of Constantino­
ple. They were not directly subject to the Ecumenical Patriarch, but to 
the titular metropolitan of Chalcedon.104 From the pontificate of Pope 
Felix (483-492) to the year 534, their monastery was a factor of the 
highest importance in the struggle concerning Chalcedon. For this 
purpose there was established in its library an extensive collection of 
documents which became 'frankly an arsenal for propaganda'. 105 The 
effort of the monks, both in theology and in ecclesiastical politics, 
was so strong that they themselves could demand from Emperor 
Anastasius over the head of the Patriarch of Constantinople a pro­
Chalcedonian political line, although a breach with the Patriarch of 
Alexandria was imminent. This opposition to the Emperor who pro­
moted the Henoticon brought them more closely together with the 
Pope in Rome,106 whether as informants, or whether also as critics of 
Roman behaviour. More than their activities in ecclesiastical politics, it 
is the christological views of the monks themselves which interest us 
here. We have an unusual source for these, namely a whole collection 
of supposed letters, which were said to have been addressed from all 
over the world to Patriarch Peter the Fuller (Gnapheus), who at the 
time of their composition was already dead. Before Peter became 
Patriarch he had been a monk of the Eirenaion monastery and had 
become a priest there. Accused of Eutychianism, he had to leave the 
monastery, but through the favour of the Emperor Zeno he was soon 
ordained as bishop and made the Patriarch of Antioch (471). Driven out 
of Antioch after some seven to nine months, he returned to his former 
monastery (471-476). Then once again he succeeded in occupying the 
see of Antioch for a short time. Deposed again, he was able to retreat 
to Euchaita (Helenopontus) (477-485), but from there he was able to 

104. Cf. E. Schwartz, PS, 204-205; R. Riedinger, art., 'Akoimeten', in TRE 2, 148-53; 
JdChr 11/1 2

, 295-6, n.82. The heyday of this monastery lasted from about 448 (under abbot 
Marcellus, who died before 484) to the condemnation of the Sleepless Monks as 'Nestorians' 
by Pope John II on 25 March 534. On the lead-up to this see in addition E. Wolfle, 'Der Abt 
Hypatios von Ruphinianai und der Akoimete Alexander', ByzZ 79 (1986), 302-9; idem, Hypatios. 
Leben und Bedeutung des Abtes von Rufiniane = Europ. Hochschulschriften XXIII/288 (Frankfurt, 
Bern, New York, Paris, 1986). 

105. E. Schwartz, PS, 204-206. The most important weapon is the publication of documents 
(206). 

106. Cf. JdChr 11/1, 296, 303-4. 
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take over the Antiochene Patriarchate for a third time (485-488). While 
attempting to bring the autocephalous Cypriots under his jurisdiction 
(488), he died. 

The personal ties between Peter the Fuller and the Sleepless Monks 
on the one side and the christological tensions on the other offered a 
historical background for the production in the Eirenaion of fictitious 
documents, in the form of letters, which were intended to fight against 
a christological liturgical formula supported by him. What christology 
there is in these is to be attributed to the Chalcedonian monks of the 
Eirenaion monastery. In order to understand their statement we must 
first of all briefly present the history of the collection itself and the subse­
quent conflict concerning the so-called Trishagion, which provided the 
occasion for it. 

1. The forged correspondence with Peter the Fuller 

According to E. Schwartz, monks in or around Constantinople invented 
the following situation:107 

Peter the Fuller, who in general is considered the legitimate patriarch of Antioch, demands 
in a letter addressed to Acacius of Constantinople [472-489] that the phrase 0 aTavp(JJ()el~ 
<5,' I)PQq [crucified for our sake] be added to the Trisbagion. At the instigation of the Roman 
bishop Felix (III (483-492)] and Acacius of Constantinople, who had been ne~dled by the 
fonner, many bishops declared tlUs claim to be heretical, auJ several lime$ lemiJwtnrtoo with 
Peter about his novelty, Pope Felix himse.lf warned him twice. Bcc.tu~e all this had no effect, 
and in further letters he still demanded the addition, he was excommunicated by Felix in 
the last letter of the Vatican collection;l06 it seems as if the same judgement is to be 
reckoned 3S being passed by Acacius too. There is no need to argue especially that all this 
is fiction. How unconcerned the compiler of the letters is about history is betrayed by his 
grotesque chronology of PbOt:U1US and Paul of Samos3ta; the ignorance was even for that 
time tOO gross. and in the exemplar of the collection of letters used by the Latin translator 
the blunder was, as far as possible, corrected. 

Three versions of this collection of letters exist. An original core, com­
posed by a single author, was very quickly, or perhaps immediately after 
the composition, extended by newly added letters.l09 We shall now 

107. E. Schwartz, PS, 292. On the whole matter see pp. 287-300 and the praifatio to ACO 
III. pp. XI-XlIII. 

108. Cf. Ps. Felix, Ep. ad Petro Ant.: CA, ep. 71, nos. 3-5: CSEL 35, 1, pp. 164-6. 
109. Three recensions of this collection of letters exist: (a) Coil. Vatkana, the oldest with seven 

letters, provisional edition by E. Schwartz, in PS. 125-150; new corrected edition in ACO III, 
217- 231; (b) a Latin translation with eight letters, preserved in tbe CA. cd. Gunther, CSEL 35, 
(l/ld in the Colledio BfTOlI"~"$ls, nos. 51-58; (c) the third and latest edition of ten letters (Greek), 
inserted into the Coil. Stlbbalt/(a: ACO m, 6- 25 . The Coli. Vat. is very close to the Latin transla­
tion, but is, however, not identical with it, because there are differences in the extent and in 
the arrangement. It stems from one of the Palestinian Sabas monasteries and was put together 
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enquire into the occasion for this forgery, the conflict over the so-called 
Trishagion hymn, and its significance in the history of doctrine. 

2. Lex orandi - lex credendi: the conflict concerning the 
Trishagion hymn 110 

(a) The historical findings 
There are several forms of the hymn that need to be distinguished. One 
must start from its core, the biblical Trishagion according to Isaiah 6,3. 
We encounter this biblical acclamation at the Council of Chalcedon, but 
it is extended with three predicates and tied to a request. In the first 
session, 8 October 451, we hear an acclamation of the Oriental bishops, 
with which they greet the deposition of Patriarch Dioscorus: 'Long years 
to the Senate! Holy God, holy mighty, holy immortal, have mercy on 
us' (dYIOt; 6 0eoC;, dYlot; laxop6r:;, dy/Or:; ci6dvaroc;, eU",aov q,Uar:;)}1I 
Attempts to determine the origin and theological understanding of the 
Trishagion formula for the pre-Chalcedonian period produce only a blur­
red picture. For the North African! talian area G. Kretschmar has 
established 'that the seraphim hymn, the thrice holy from Isaiah 6,3, was 
related to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and that this interpretation 
came from the East, to all appearances from Alexandria, even before the 
Sanetus appeared in the liturgy' .112 Its use in the fifth century can be 
dated. A. Baumstark seeks the roots of the Trishagion in the contact 
between Christian and synagogal worship towards the end of the second 
century.113 Fitting this assumption would be the indication of the 

between 542 and 544 (Schwartz, PS, 288). On the inauthenticity of the collections, see ibid., 
291-292. The intention of the latest edition is most evident in the letters VIII-X: ACO lIl, 
18-25. These letters were taken up into the Coli. Sabb. at the time when the controversies against 
Maxentius and his companions broke out in Constantinople on account of the formula 'one of 
the Trinity suffered'. The mixing that thus occurred of the polemic against this formula with 
the expanded TrishagioD produced a contradiction, of which the redactors were not aware and 
which contributed to increase the confusion. This will be described below. 

110. The Thrice Holy to be discussed here first of all. which is to be distinguished from me 
Sal/CII,s of the ellcbao$tic prByer, found its entry as Aiu,s into tbe Gallic liturgy . In the Latin 
liturgy it call still be found in the Office of Good Friday and in ~~e prtCl!S fer/ales of Prime. 
On this cf. J. M. Hanssens, Imlilul/Ollts Lilurgica8 de rilib,1S orle,lIalibl/s, Vol. III (Rome, 1932), 
108-51. The material for the following section was prepared by H. o)' Hobn. 

111. Cf. ACO IT, 1, 1, no. 1071. p. 195. 
112. See G. Kretschmar, Studiell %U,. frill/chrisllichell TrillitiilSt/leDlogie = BHTh 21 (Tiibingen, 

1956), 141. Cf. also idem, 'Nelle Arbeiten :;:ur Geschichte des Ostcrgottesdienstes IT: Die 
Binfiihrung des Sanctus in die l:tteiniscbe MeBliturgie' , JLH 7 (1962), 79- 86. 

113. A. Baumstark, 'Trishagion und Qedll$cha', JLW 3 (1923), 18-32; on me origin of the 
Trishagion cf. in this context nlso H. Engbcrding, 'Zum formgeschichtlichen Verstlindnis des 
12Ylo, 6 0sC>, ... tU"uov "}la,', JLW 10 (1930), 168-74; N. Walker, 'The Origin of the 
"Thrice Holy" " NTS 5 (1958/9), 132-3. 



STRICT-CHALCEDONIAN THEOLOGIANS 255 

monk Jobius (sixth century) in his treatise De verbo incarnato that, with 
reference to Psalm 42,3 (roll0Boli rOllluxvpoll rOll ,rona), a Jewish con­
vert related the Trishagion to God in opposition to the pagan gods.114 

Nevertheless &om the history of late Jewish liturgy and the development 
of Christian liturgy, there are many reasons which make it unlikely that 
the Trishagion was directly taken over &om Jewish worship.11S 
Genuinely Christian impulses can probably be claimed for Revelation 
3,7; 4,8; 6,10, where a conceivable starting-point for a christological 
interpretation of the hymn could also be assumed. 116 Of only slight 
historical value are the apologetically tinted, legendary reports in our col­
lection of Peter the Fuller's letters: the formula, nevertheless without 
the addition, is said to have been included in the liturgy at the time of 
Bishop Proclus (434-446).117 We encounter this legend too in the Liber 
Heraclidis,118 and there it is associated with an earthquake, understood 
as a proof of divine power, which would continue until the Trishagion 
found its place in the Byzantine liturgy.119 This passage, which has to 
be regarded as a later interpolation, is indeed not acquainted with the 
ominous addition, but it is certainly acquainted with some phrases referr­
ing to the reproach of theopaschitism, which alludes to the controversies 
between 451 and 470. 

The unsatisfying historical findings thus permit only a few sure 
assumptions about the appearance of the Trishagion. Apparently it 
arrived in the capital Constantinople &om the diocese of Oriens. Its use 
at the Council of Chalcedon may have gained for it the reputation of 
a formula that could be used in theological struggles, or those concerning 
ecclesiastical politics, which in any case was justified beyond measure 

114. Jobius mon., De Verba incarnato commentarius (CPG 6984): Photius, Bibl. Cod. 222: 
PG 103, 772A; R. Henry, III, 180. 

115. Cf. C. W. Dugmore, The Influence of the Synagogue upon the Divine OffICe (Oxford, 
1944), 107ff. 

116. Cf. A. Gerhards, 'Le pM:nomene du Sanctus adress~ au Christ. Son origine, sa significa­
tion et sa pernst.ance dans les Anaphores de J'6g1ise d'Orient', in A. M. TriaCCllI A. Pistoia (cds.), 
Le Christ ILlns III lilllrgle (Rome, 1981), 65-83, especially 68-9 (literature). 

117. See the te~timony in the texts of the Puller letters in Schwartz. PS, pp. 242; 133,10££.; 
138,19ff.; 142,4ff.; 143,5ff.: 147,3ff.; Jobiua ip Photius, Bibl. Cod. 222: I'G 103, n2BC; R. 
Henry, III, 181; Theophanes: de Boor, 93. With tius legend the originality of the Trishagion 
formula was intended to be secured fot Constantinople against Arltioch. Thu occurs in II par­
ticularly explicit way in the latest recension, in the second letter of Pope Felix to Peter: ACO 
III, 19-23. 

118. Cf. F. Nau, Le livre d'Hlraclide de Damas (Paris, 1910), 317-23; L. Abramowski, 
Untersuchungen zum 'Liber Herac/idis' des Nestorius = CSCO 224, Subs. 22 (Louvain, 1963) 130-2. 

119. On the historical bases for this legend see B. Croke, 'Two Early Byzantine Earthquakes 
and their Liturgical Commemoration', Byz 51 (1981), 122-47. 
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through conflicts on account of the contrary interpetations of the hymn. 
While at Constantinople the Trishagion was referred solely to the 
Trinity, in Antioch, which was considered the centre of 'mono­
physitism', it received a christological explanation. 12O As Severus' sup­
porters who emerged in Constantinople around 510 maintained, the 
much-discussed insertion 'who was crucified for us' was common there 
from the time of Patriarch Eustathius. It seemed to them that the addi­
tion was suited to showing the unity of the acting subject in the incar­
nate Logos against any dyophysite position. The fact that the implications 
for trinitarian theology of such a manner of speaking were not reflected 
upon is understandable on the one hand, because of this specific 
christological interest; on the other hand the christological relation in 
the Trishagion hymn itself is not expressed. Hence in terms of trinitarian 
theology the whole hymn becomes a shock for the Chalcedonians, which 
one is accustomed to characterize by the name 'theopaschitism': for can 
one of the Trinity (taken as such) suffer, without the suffering being 
ascribed to the divinity? 

(b) On the conflict concerning the addition 'who was crucified for us' 
When in 471 the opposition to the formula of Chalcedon came to 
power with Peter the Fuller in Antioch, the expansion of the Trishagion, 
which had been known there for a long time, was introduced into the 
official liturgy. 121 Patriarch Calandion (479-484), who was of strict­
Chalcedonian persuasion, had attempted to give a 'moderate' 
christological interpretation by placing before it the vocative XplU.t 
pamAev. With the return of Peter the Fuller to the See (485-488) this 
second addition was removed. 

The conflict about the Trishagion flared up anew, when in 510 the 
Palestinian and Antiochene monks who were residing in Constantinople 

120. Cf. the communication of Epbtaem of Antioch (526-545) to Zenobius in Photius, Bib/. 
Cod. 228: PG103, 957BC; R. Henry, IV, 115: ' ... t~t the Orientals (=Syrians) have a 
predilection for this hymn in the celebration of our Lord Je9us Christ and t.hat under these cir­
cumstances they commit no error when they add "you who have been crucified for us". But 
the people in Byzantium and in the West relate it ... to the consubstanhal Trinity. Por this 
reason they do not allow one to add "you who ..... , so that the idea of suffering is not ca[(ied 
into the Trinity. In numerous provinces in Europe the words. "Holy Trinity, have mercy on 
us" are- added in the place of the "you who ... " This addition makes clearer the intention of 
the orthodox, who cherish a preference for the Trinity with the invocation "holy, God, holy, 
strong, holy, immortal", in order to eliminate the "you who ... " by an exact and fitting 
formula.' 

121. The following description is guided by E. Schwartz, PS, 243-248, 259-260, 292-293; 
V.-S. Janeras, 'Les byzantins et Ie trisagion christologique', in Miscellanea Liturgica ... , FS 
Lercaro, Vol. 2 (Rome, Tournai, New York, 1967), 469-99, especially 470-5. 
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sang the addition 'who was crucified for US'. This stirred up the local 
monks, because they suspected monophysite propaganda behind it. That 
was the time in which the letters addressed to Peter the Fuller could 
have been composed in the monastery of the Sleepless Monks. Their con­
cern was clear: the expanded Trishagion formula should be discredited 
by demonstrating that it was an old heresy invented by Peter the Fuller. 

In the forged letters he is charged theologically with having applied a statement, which pertains 
to only one divine hypostasis, to all hypostases of the Trinity. In this way the absurd notion arose 
that the Holy Spirit was crucified. But it is only permissible to transfer general statements from 
one hypostasis to another. Thus Father, Son and Spirit are each holy and God, but do not form 
three gods, because they are distinguished from each other solely by their hypostases and their 
properties. That is the tradition from Basil onwards. 

For the actual course of the conflict there were, however, other events 
that were decisive. The Constantinopolitan monks called upon their 
Patriarch Macedonius in this question as the defender of orthodoxy and 
at the same time called Emperor Anastasius a 'Manichaean', through 
disillusionment at his procrastination in this affair. This began the process 
which ended with the downfall of the Patriarch, as we have already 
described. 122 On 7 August 511 he was led out of the city and confined 
in Euchaita. The events of 512 were even more dramatic. Marinus of 
Apamea, a friend of Severus of Antioch, attempted to convince the 
Emperor that the disputed Trishagion clause did not violate orthodox 
trinitarian doctrine, and at the Sunday mass on 4 November 512 made 
a renewed attempt at securing for the expanded Trishagion formula a 
firm place in the Byzantine liturgy. This initiative once again provoked 
a vehement protest, accompanied by riots in the streets of the capital 
which were not even to be checked by a commonitorium of Patriarch 
Timothy (511-518), which was intended to make the addition com­
pulsory for all churches in the imperial city. There were tumultuous 
scenes at a procession, held to commemorate surviving a rain of ashes 
(an earthquake?) which had afflicted the region in 473. The houses of 
Marinus and Pompey, the Emperor's nephew, were set alight, statues 
and pictures of the Emperor were destroyed. Areobindus, the husband 
of Anicia Juliana (daughter of the West Roman Emperor), was pro­
claimed rival Emperor. The revolution seemed to be perfect. It was only 
with the utmost effort that the aged Anastasius succeeded in getting a 
hearing before the raging crowd and bringing it to its senses. Finally 
his authority prevailed. Heavy penalties were imposed upon the 
agitators. 

122. Cf. JdChr 11/1, 301-15. 
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The chroniIJ.ue scandaleuse of the Trishagion provisionally ended in 
Constantinople only in 518, not because a consensus was reached, but 
because the political constellation had completely changed. On the Feast 
of Chalcedon the Trishagion was also given back its pure form, freed 
from the theopaschite addition, in the Byzantine liturgy.1Zl 

The movement against the Trishagion addition also spread to its centre 
of origin. to Antioch, through the deposition of Patriarch Severus of 
Antioch. In the same year that the institution of the Feast of Chalcedon 
had been demanded, he had to surrender his see. The last of his 125 
cathedral homilies, which is devoted entirely to the Trishagion, can be 
appraised as the comprehensive attempt against the objections of the 
Chalcedonians to demonstrate that this hymn with its addition was 
orthodox.'~4 

Severus seeks the basis for his argument first in those fundamental 
theological propositions which were shared by his opponents, before he 
proceeds to explicate his specific application of these fundamental pro­
positions. We are aware that he employs a different conceptual language 
for the theology of the Trinity from that for the oikonomia. 

Father. Son and Holy Spirit are three distinct hypostases and are not confused in one 
single essence . . . With regard to the Trinity the essence is the godhead. for the Father 
is God. the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God: none of them is more God than the other 
on account of the identity and equality of honour of the essence. With regard to the 
hypostosis, other is that of the Father. other is that of the Son. and other that of the Holy 
Spirit. (PO 29, 237-239) 

Then Severus develops the peculiarities of the three hypostases, of the 
unbegottenness of the Father, the begottenness of the Son and the proces­
sion of the Spirit. On the peculiarity of the Son he also comments that, 
without alteration of his nature or its mingling with the human nature, 
to it belongs the fact of having become a human being by having assumed 
from Mary a body endowed with a rational soul. Here the Patriarch 
begins with his interpretation of the Trishagion additions, which is 
rendcred in short propositions. We shall note in particular the clarifica­
tion of the so-called theopaschite addition 'you who were crucified for 
us', for the expansion of the acclamation by the addition of 'holy God, 
holy mighty, holy immortal God' created fewer problems. It is only a 
matter of deciding whether it should be understood in a trinitarian or 
a christological way. 

Severus, however, interprets everything christologically. Thus he has 

123. Ibid., 360--3. 
124. Severos Ant., Hom. 125: PO 29, 232-252. 
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no great difficulty in explaining the theopaschite addition. (Cf. the 
quotation above, pp.146-7 with n.364.) 

It was particularly the Nestorian misunderstanding of this addition 
that had to be warded off. Whoever namely was of the opinion that 
the Trishagion could be dissected and that the 'You are holy, God' could 
be allocated to the Father, the 'You are holy, mighty' to the Son, and 
the 'You are holy, immortal' to the Holy Spirit, had to mean, according 
to Severus' deductions, that the addition 'You who were crucified for 
us' was addressed to a fourth person (cf. PO 29, 247). Against the 
reproach that with the expanded Trishagion a formula was introduced 
which could not be supported by apostolic tradition, Severus asked that 
it be borne in mind that many another custom which could not call 
immediately upon apostolic tradition did not cease for that reason to be 
orthodox. He conceded, however, that the Trishagion in Antioch had 
not yet been sung long enough, and the Alexandrians, Libyans and Egyp­
tians did not address this praise to Jesus Christ. 

In fact the 'Holy, holy, holy Lord of hosts' said by the seraphim is reported to us by the 
prophet Isaiah ... But the 'Holy God, holy mighty, holy immortal' was added much later. 
If then we have accepted the addition in this phrase as pious, and confess him as true God 
who was crocined, we do not call the confession of our faith 'new', for it is added to this 
praise for a good reason, because it combats the Jewish folly of Nestorius ... It is in our 
city that it began, where too the name of the Christians began; but it has already reached 
the Churches of Asia and now makes its way to all the Churches. (249) 

3. The teaching of the forged correspondence with 
Peter the Fuller 

(a) In Trishagio crucem? - on the understanding of the Trishagion 
While at Antioch the Trishagion was referred exclusively to the Kyrios 
Jesus and thus the theopaschite addition was not a scandal, as Severus 
has just shown us, in Constantinople it was applied to the Trinity and 
thus was bound to become a problem. The addition 'You who have been 
crucified for us' was then no longer acceptable, because it appeared to 
be formulated about the triune God as such. 125 Let us present some 
major passages on the theme from this correspondence, from the oldest 
collection which refers the Trishagion to the immanent Trinity. As an 
example let us cite the first letter of Pope Felix. 126 

125. In Ep. Flaccini (Latin only), CA, ep. 77: CSEL 35, 1, p. 212, no. 19, Flaccinus asks: "nde 
igitur hoc dogrnatizare 'in trisagio erucern'? nurn ex patribus? 

126. Ps. Felix, Ep. ad Petro Full.: ACO lll, 231, no. 7; CA, ep. 71, no. 7: CSEL 35, 1, p. 166, 
no. 7. 
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What is morc abominllble than this, that with you the Father and the Holy Spirit remain 
without honour and are belittled by the seraphim, because they are said not to confess the 
Trinity when they call holy , holy, holy, but solely the person of the Son? 

Reference to the Trinity is demanded in all the Fuller letters, but in 
such a way that the theopaschite addition has to be omitted. 127 The 
legend already mentioned (p. 255) of a special revelation made to a child 
at the time of Patriarch Proclus, was intended to underscore the 
originality of the Trishagion interpretation in favour of the Church of 
Constantinople against Antioch. 128 It is in opposition to this that Peter 
the Fuller is said to have allowed the heresy to be proclaimed 'that one 
of the Trinity died, who is the God-Logos himself' . tz9 The reference of 
the Trisbagion to the Trinity is emphasized particularly strongly also 
terminologically, in this second letter of Pope Felix. If namely the 
theopaschite addition 'one of the uncreated Trinity has been crucified' 
is ascribed to the Son, then he is declared mortal according to his 
divinity. This would mean, however, the denial of the Nicene homoousios 
and the dissolution of the one un separated Trinity. For the first time 
it is thus subjected to number, because the middle is wrenched out. 
Father and Spirit are now separated from each other .130 Peter the Fuller 
is unmasked as a heretic. 

(b) The christologica/ positioN of the correspondence with Peter the Fuller 
There is not much to be expected with regard to cbristological content, 
considering the severe judgement about the education of the forgers 
which E. Schwartz passes from a philological standpoint. I II Just as they 
do not grasp the structure of the Antiocbene statement of the 
Trishagion, that is, its application to Christ, they leave us even more 
in the lurch when it is a question of elucidating the two-natures 
language. Let us illustrate this by the letter of Quintian, the alleged 
bishop of Asculanum. 132 

127. Anteonus, Ep. ad Petro Full.: ACO III, 217, no. 2; CA, ep. 74: CSEL 35,1, p. 188, no. 2. 
128. See above, n.117. 
129. PS, Felix, Bp. II ad Petro Full.: ACO III, p.23,9-10. 
130. Ibid., p. 21,4-6. 
131. Cf. B. Schwartz, PS, 292-300, especially 294. He criticizes in detail the 'curious Greek 

of the letters which (is) characterized only i~ufflciently by the predicate "Latinizing" '. The 
explanation for this Schwartz Snds ill the fact that 'the compiler or the compileu of the lotters 
had learned li terary Greek not on the basis of Greek as a mother tongue, but as it foreign. 
language; of the two imperi:L! languages, Latin was the more familiar to them. They had to 
write Greek because they w:mted to defend the Greek liturgy, and their o(:lpOllents, the Palesti­
nian and Antiochene monks, undetstood only Greek' (296). 

132. Quintian., Bp. ad Pcrr. Fil II.: CA cp. 72: CSEL 35, 1, pp. 170-82: here according to the 
Greek tcxt ACO III, 227-229 (older version). 
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Peter the Fuller perverts the evangelium Christi 'not by the fact that he proclaims one Son 
from two natures and in two natures, our Lord Jesus Christ, and him as crucified for us, but 
by the fact that out of a perverse desire for novelty he goes so far as to speak ... of the strong, 
immortal God as the crucified one nature of the Trinity,.133 And not only that. 'You speak 
31so of the oDe nature of the God-Logos and of the flesh. 1£ there Is only one nature of the 
God-Logos and the Father, then there is, so to say, only one nature of the Pather, the body 
and the Logos .'13~ 

Here then the forger lets it be known that he ascribes to Peter the 
Fuller the formula 'from two natures before the union of the God-Logos 
with the flesh'. But he says that this formula is impossible, because he 
who is from Mary according to the flesh did not pre-exist. 135 In this 
case Peter should explain how he interprets the Trinity in its one 
divinity, if the incarnate Son has only one nature and not two. In con­
stantly new phrases the forger lists the numerous evil consequences of 
Peter's false assumption,136 a process which presents as well many 
proofs for the necessity of the two-natures teaching. Above all it is stated 
that an orthodox explanation of the impassibility of the Logos would 
demand a two-natures teaching. Instead of 'God who suffered according 
to the flesh' (dellS passus carne), he proposes saying: 'Christ suffered accor­
ding to the flesh' (Christus passus carne).1J7 Then there follow twelve 
anathemas against Peter the Fuller, which, particularly the eighth, 
express the strict-Chalcedonian teaching; these are also intended to hit 
at Nestorius. 138 

And if anyone speaks of two persons or hypostases, and not rather of two natures which have 
come together in one person or hypostasis, let him be anathema. 

The most detailed presentation of the two-natures teaching is found 

133. Ibid., ACO III, p.227,22-26. 
134. Ibid., p. 227,27-28. 
135. Ibid., p.228,3-4. 
136. Ibid., 228-229, nos. 5-11. Peter makes himself guilty of many heresies. those of Valen­

tinus, Marcion, Eutyches and Sabellius. He is reproached with a detailed list of heresies in the 
letter of Justicinus of Sicily, which also belongs to the oldest collection, although it is missing 
in the Coli. Val. Cf. ACO III, 12-13: Manes, Valeminus. Eutyches, Paul of Sarno sat a, Nestorius, 
Arius. 

137. Ibid., p. 228,30-37 (nos. 9- 10). See the anathemaIl.229.no.12.This could easily be 
interpreted as Nestorianism, because Nestorius himself has recourse to this terminology. 

138. Ibid., 229, no. 13. In the seventh an:Ithema the writer rttiects the abstract denotation 
8eav8pw1C(a as a formula for the incarnate Christ. because he fears a mix.ed essence in it . He 
demands in its place 'God and human being', thus the concrete denotation. The Latin tCXt cannot 
express very well what is meant. Cf. CA, ep. 72: CSEL 35, 1, p. 178,22-23 (VUlt): Si quis tlelllll 
hominem et non magis deum et hominem dicit, dllmllelur. On the whole matter see A. Grillmeier, 
art., 'Gottmensch III', in RAC 12 (1982), 316-17. 
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in the letter of Flaccinus, which is transmitted only in Latin. 139 We 
shall confine ourselves to the section in which Christ himself addresses 
Peter the Fuller in direct speech. l40 In this there is expressed a strong 
christology of distinction, which in some formulas is reminiscent of the 
old Antiochenes and Pope Leo. Christ says:141 

What belongs to my created flesh you should not tie to me and should not assign createdness, 
being made, suffering or death (to meJ as one of the Trinity.142 Nothing beyond what was, 
is and will be rnamely the divinity] should you introduce into it [the Trinity], but you should 
also not deprive the divinity of my flesh (through the mia.phj'sis formula). Por I am by nature 
his Word. I gave to it [the flesh) what is mine, not throngh the transferral of what is mine 
by nature, but according to graee; ilnd that [the flesh) has not transferred what is its by 
nJiture, but by grace I wanted througJJ it to become [incarnate], as if being clothed with 
an ensouled human being. Because I am by nature the Son of God, I also confess myself 
as the natural son of man .•. The property of each of the natures is intact in me.143 

Whoever does not preserve these [!larures) and maintains that 1 had only onc nature, main· 
tains that the incam:Jte God is no longer God, not uncreated, no longer free from suffering, 
but passible; they render me completely bereft of everything which is mine. 

Illuminating as these forged letters to Peter the Fuller may be for 
characterizing the theological situation in the dispute about the 
Trishagion in Constantinople, they provide little for the substance of 
christology at that time. They produce no support at all for the 
Chalcedonian party. In many regards they betray a very simple christo­
logy, when, for example, they interpret the descensus Christi (in a literal 
interpretation ofJob 40,25) in the following way: the divinity of Christ 
hid itself as a hook in the soul of his holy body, in which he descended 
into Hades, in order to conquer it.'« 

IV. THE MONK EUSTATHIUS AND HIS PLEA FOR THE TWO NATURES 

Weare not leaving the environment in which we have moved up until 
now when we add the short letter of the monk Eustathius to Timothy 

139. Flaccin., Ep. ad Petro Full.: CA, ep.77: CSEL35, I, pp.206-12. 
140. Ibid., nos. 11-19: pp. 209-12. 
141. Ibid., nos. 12-14: pp.209,14-210,11. 
142. By this he means 'not according to the divine nature'. 
143. Ibid., no. 13: p.210,6-7: salva enim in me utriusque naturae proprietas. Cf. Leo M., 

Tom. ad Flav.: TD 9, V. 54-55, p. 24: Salva igitur proprietate utriusque naturae, et in unam coeunte 
personam. 

144. Cf. Acacius, Ep. ad Petro Full.: ACO Ill, p. 18,34-36. The emphasis on Christ's descent 
into Hades as a descent according to the 'soul' is found in the works of Eustathius, who is about 
to be discussed. Cf. n. 170. 
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about the two natures. 145 Its significance is based (1) on a relatively 
detailed and frequent citing of the WYitings of Patriarch Severus,146 (2) 
on its affinity with the christology of Leontius of Byzantium and thus 
(3) on its testimony for a strict-Chalcedonian teaching. 141 It seems 
indeed that Bustathius is inclined to combine the formula rejected at 
Chalcedon 'from two natures' with that of 'in two natures'. However, 
he does not make that a condition for a correct confession of faith. 148 

1. The situating of the letter of Eustathius chronologically 

There seem to be some co-ordinates for establishing the date of the letter. 
The doctrinal dialogue of 532 suggests itself as the terminus post quem. 
The report about this by Innocent of Maronia speaks of the relationship 
of Patriarch Dioscorus to Butyches and the consequences this has for the 
latter's deposition at the Council of Chalcedon. The letter of Bustathius 
quite clearly approaches some of the points in the discussion of 532, 
which would presuppose that the doctrinal dialogue was concluded. A 
comparison of the sources also yields the same result. A particular tapas 
is the alleged 'repentance of Butyches'. \49 By referring to this the 

145. Eustath. mon., Ep. de duabus nat. (CPG 6810): PG 86, 901-942 according to A. Mai, 
Nov. coli. II (1833); here the new edition by P. Allen could be used, for which the editor is 
thanked. We shall cite it according to the chapter division and the line numbers in the new 
edition (CCG 19, Tumhout, Louvain, 1989). 

146. These numerous citations were made use of by F. Loofs, Leon/ius von Byzanz (Leipzig, 
1887), 54-9; by J. P. Junglas, Leontius von Byzanz (Paderbom, 1908), 105-19; J. Lebon, Le 
monophysisme sevbien (Louvain, 1909), 307-8; 350, n. 1; 373-5; P. Allen, 'Greek Citations from 
Severus of Antioch in Eustathius Monachus', OLP 12 (1981), 261-4. 

147. A brief assessment is found in C. Moeller, 'Le chalcedonisme et Ie neo-chalcedonisme', 
in Clla/ket/oll L 684-5, n.137; as well by M. Richard, 'Les £Iorilegcs diphysites', IbM., 743-4 
with 3 brief classincation of the patristic citations of Eustathius: (1) a small group of texts from 
texts which ate common to almost all the dipbysl tc authors of the sixth century; (2) a few from 
the texts attacked by the anti-Chalcedonians (Leo's Tomus, fonnula of Chalcedon); (3) a 
f10rilegium of anti-Chalcedonian texts which is telated to tim of Justinian; (4) extracts from 
the works of Severus himself. 

148. Cf. the lines 1004-1006 (Allen) = PG 86, 941: EI obv uov8e-roc; tOTIV 0 XpIUtOC;, ocJ 
p.Ovov tIC 000 UIJIIBvrfv6K'rai q,OUBWV, dHd leal tXBI Taorat; ~v talJt4i; that is, 'from two 
natures' rightly wlderstood already means 'in two .natures'. for Christ still has them in himself. 

149. Cf. Bustath. mon., Ep. dt JI/ab. rial •• no. 46, 11. 865-867; PG 86, 936B with Coli. c. StII. 
I,ab.: ACO IV, 2. nos. 10-14. pp. 170.27-171,4. The Coli. lists the following assertions: 
(1) Eutyches ulllso regarded by the Severan side as a heretic; (2) Dio~coru5. however, rehabilitated 
him (449) after his condemlL'ltion by Flavian (448). and io cootrast condemned Flavian; Diosco.rus 
could do this , because Eutyches had perhaps shown repentance (nos. 12 and 13). Eustathius: 
(1) Severw condemns Eutyches, bOl recognizes Dioscorus (II. 861- 864: 936AB); (2) the assump­
tion that Eutyches had presented Patriarch DiosconlS with an improved Libel/us and thus shown 
repentance (no. 46, n. 864-873: 936B) {/!I,m /aP$US poenilebat} ~ false. Leont. Jer., C. 1II01l0p". : 
PG 86, 1884D-1885D; here as well the repentance of Eutyches is mentioned. 
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Severans want to justify Patriarch Dioscorus and his reception of the 
Archimandrite. Until now we know of this only from Innocent of 
Maronia. l50 From a comparison of the different reports it follows with 
some degree of certainty that Eustathius wrote after 532. From further 
observations, however, we can still narrow somewhat the spatium utile 
for the composition of the letter, even if we do not want to go as far 
as E. Schwartz, who wants to place the letter after the death of Emperor 
Justinian. 151 Worth noting is the manner in which Eustathius uses the 
Greek Corpus Severianum. He still has it at his disposal, because he can 
make original excerpts from 'various treatises' .152 On this account, 
however, the letter does not have to be placed earlier than 536, that 
is, before the year in which Emperor Justinian ordered the Severan 
writings to be burned. m This judgement was certainly not carried out 
immediately and everywhere. There is also no need to conclude from 
the language of the work that Severus was still alive at the time of the 
composition of the writing, when the present tense is used in reference 
to the Patriarch. 

And he condemns those who speak of two natures after the un/o. If after the union the two 
[natures) have become one, how does he himself consider the two natures so many years after 
the union in Christ? How can he deny once again what he considers and writes and says?154 

If one interprets the prior indication of time 'almost six hundred 
years after the henosist155 somewhat liberally, then a possible date for the 
composition of the letter is in the middle or the second half of the sixth 
century. 

150. As Eustathius introduces the mia·physis formula as an invention of the heretics and in 
particular of the Apollinarians, he seems to allude to the discussion of the Apollinarian forgeries 
at the doctrinal dialogue. Cf. ed. Allen, no. 8, ll. 92-96: PG 86, 905CD. 

151. Cf. E. Schwartz, Orei dogmatische Schriften just/nians (Munich, 1939), 113-114. In con­
trast P. Allen, op. cit., 398-403, introduction with n. 55. 

152. Cf. Eustath. mon., Ep. de duab. nat., no. 25, ll. 463-464: PG 86, 920C; P. Allen, art. 
cit., 262. 

153. Justinian emp., Const/tutio Sacra c. Anthimum, Seven/m, Petrum et Zoaram: PG 86, 
1095D-1104B; on Severns: 1097C-ll00D: ... Quare IIniversls Interdicillu/s aliquid de libm ips/us 
possiJere ... IIee d/era e/ scrip/a Stllerl wailea", perres llliqllem ellrlstlormm, sed sint profona et aliena 
ab Ecdesia CIt/holien, l'grleque combl/ramll' a possident/bus, IIIsI qll/ Ipsa hilbelll, vllint ptrieulum pan 
(t099C). All calligraphers and stenographers who manufacmre these books are threatened with 
amputation of the hand (ibid.). 

154. Eustath. mon., Ep. de duab. nat., no. 24, ll. 453-456; PG 86, 920C. 
155. Ibid., no. 24, ll. 450-452: PG 86, 920B: Kal milTa 6 jJeTd t~aKdala axec50v iT" T;,r; 

ivwaewr; c5vo t/lvae/(; 6jJOAOYWV arcone,v tv TijJ XplaTijJ. 
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2. On the classification of the theological content of the letter 

There are some indications of the affinity of this writing with the 
documents of strict-Chalcedonian orientation between 532 and the 
beginning of the 540s. The clearest is the relationship to Leontius of 
Byzantium and his milieu, a fact which can be demonstrated in the 
conceptual language of Eustathius. 

(a) Eustathius finds in Severus a Cyrillian passage which explains the process of the God-human 
union by means of the body-soul analogy. In body and soul we recognize in the case of human 
beings 'two natures', one is the soul, the other the body. Nevertheless both come together into 
'one': 'Thus the two are no longer two, but from both one living being is perfected.'156 This 
also follows for Christ: he is 'one living being'. In this Severus follows the master, and as an 
interpreter of Cyril is certainly correct. Eustathius, however, finds this a misinterpretation, and 
says: 'The distorters of right things should hear it. The teacher [Cyril) did not say that from 
both one nature is perfected (d710TeMiu/Ja/), but one living being (,ijJov) which is the same 
as saying that one person (prosopon) is perfected.'157 From this word d710Teleiu/Jal Eustathius 
is stimulated to speak of the 'end-result' (d710TBleu.ua) in the 'union from two', which he says 
is, nevertheless, not the 'one nature', but the 'one prosopon' .158 This is 'what is aimed at' (telos). 

In this terminology Eustathius is clearly in line with Leontius of Byzantium, as his CNE 
indicates. 159 

Thus it remains after our investigation of the expression 'essential union' (Toil lol'OU 
T17t; KaT'ovu(av tvwO'e(J)t;), that we understand the special features, both of the divinity and 
the humanity, without mingling, according to the examples [analogies) adduced above. We 
have compiled only a weak picture of the truth which transcends everything, a picture, 
however, that shows that there is one single end-result [product) from it (€v.uBV TI TOVT(J)V 
eival TO d710TBleu.ua), whether we call it a prosopon, or a hypostasis or an individuum (atomon) 
or subject (hypokeimenon) or whatever else you please. About this I shall not argue. 

This terminologically rich text finds its further counterpart in Eustathius, where we should not 
forget Cyril and Severus in the background. 160 

We say that Christ is from two natures, just as the one body is from many members and 
parts, but not from two persons as well. Heaven forbid! Because the humanity of Christ 
never existed for itself (MIOU710UTaT(J)t;), no proper prosopon will be attributed to what does 
not exist for itself, as Severus assumes: [Severus:) 'If we characterize Christ as out of two 
natures, then we also say he is two natures and in two natures, by our holding onto the 
words "unmingled" and "undiminished".' If indeed the two natures form the one prosopon 
(d710TeleuT/Ka( etO'I Toil tVOt; 7lPOUW710U a/ <l>vO'elt;), insofar as there is talk about 'from 
two', why then not also the end-result [end-product) (TO d710TBleu.ua)? That is what we 

156. Ibid., no. 53, II. 976-978; it is a question of Cyril Alex., Ep. 2 ad Succensum (CPG 5346): 
PG 77, 245AB. The conclusion reads: WUTe Ta 15150 WIKBTI .utv elval 15150, t51'd.u<l>oiv t5t €v 
d710TeleiO'/JaI ,ijJov. 

157. Ibid., no. 53, II. 978-981; PG 86, 940BC. 
158. Ibid., no. 50, II. 943-947; PG 86, 937D: 'For this reason the Fathers have beautifully 

said that Christ is two natures, that he consists of them, brings them together, and thus is both. 
This composition is a prosopon, not insofar as it is composed, but insofar as it is the end-result 
(apotelesma).' The one prosopon is what is really aimed at in the process of union (te/os). 

159. Cf. above, p. 211, n. 88, Leontius Byz., CNE: PG 86, 1305C. 
160. Eustath. mon., Ep. de duab. nat., no. 14, II. 220-31; PG 86, 912AB. 
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mean by the end-result [end-product) itself, which is composed from them (rd te cbv 
uvveur" allro ro dnore).eu/Ja). 

We can hardly accept the alleged sentence of Severus as genuine. It is the 'interpretation' of 
Eustathius which he reads into the 'from two natures' of the Patriarch. But stimulated by the 
Cyrillian-Severan terminology, Eustathius moves in a striking way in the language of Leontius, 
as we see from the text just cited. 

(b) Enhypostatos: a still more significant affinity between Leontius and Eustathius, beyond that 
of apotelesma, is enhypostatos. The latter employs it three times in order to denote by it the reality 
of something, be it of the two natures, be it of the union from both. 161 

(c) Synthesis, synthetos: in Leontius these concepts surface in connection with the theory of 
the union in Christ, in association with other wOTds w.hich he examines for their applicability 
to his purpose. 162 Eustathius stresses the concept SYllthu/os particularly strongly in order to 
express the two-natures teaching as duality In unily.163 

This is the expression synthetos: it signifies the coming together of two things; whoever reads 
synthetos thinks of two things from which that composition is made, which it also has in 
itself; and they remain these (two) as long as what is composed is really a composition. If, 
then, Christ is composed, he comes not only from two natures [as from one preceded and 
now disappeared), but he retains them in himself, as one who consists of them, and he is 
them both, so that he is not as another in other things. The principle of the syn/hetos thus 
remains preserved. 

In fact this linguistic field around synthetos fits in very well with the Chalcedonian two-natures 
teaching, and the concept will retain its significance in Greek theology. It is thus no surprise 
when Severus does not like it and rejects it. 164 

Finally we can also refer to a similarity in negativis: Leontius and Eustathius alike have no 
love for the concept hypostasis. To characterize the unity they prefer PTosopon, and in this regard 
Leontius displays a somewhat richer language than his colleague. One could certainly extend 
the comparison between them even further. The agreement between the two monks is suffi­
ciently clear, but this still provides no hint with regard to chronology. Both stand in the same 
defence against Severus, fit into the milieu of Constantinople and defend a purely Chalcedonian 
christology, as will now be briefly demonstrated for Eustathius. 

3. Eustathius as defender of strict-Chalcedonian language 

As in Leontius, so too in Eustathius the two-natures theme is to 
the fore. Unfortunately Eustathius also fails to see the problem of the 
distinction of the main Chalcedonian concepts hypostasis and physis. His 
view is confined to the possibility of proving that in Christ, despite the 

161. Eustath. mon., Ep. de duab. nat., no. 9, 11. 123-125; PG 86, 908B. In no. 13,11.210-211; 
909D enhypostatos stands as a counter-concept to t/Javrau,dJt5,,~ and ollu,dJt5,,~ and means once 
again real, actual; in no. 15,1. 248 (912C) enhypostatos stands opposed to anhypostatos, or as 'being' 
to 'non-being'; in no. 18, 1. 336 (916B) Eustathius says of the mia physis of Severus that he 
understands it as 'substantial' and 'real' (ollu,dJt5" Kal tvvnourarov). Thus with his linguistic 
usage Eustathius fits into the environment of Leontius of Byzantium and the compilers of the 
letters of Peter the Fuller. 

162. See Leont. Byz., CNE: PG86, 1301-1304. 
163. Eustath. mon., Ep. de duab. nat., no. 54, 11. 1000-1008; PG 86, 940D-941A. 
164. See above, pp. 159-60. 
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'essential henosis', a duality has to be accepted_ His dialogue partner is 
Severus. 

(a) The Severan mia-physis formula in the interpretation of Eustathius 
The monk knows that Severus is a follower of Cyril when he refers the 
denotation of the 'one physis' to the pre-existent Logos. He shows sym­
pathy for this, but is surprised at the fact that then this denotation is 
also applied to the result of the union, although the 'ensouled flesh' is 
now included as well. Logically there has still 'to be seen in the syn­
thesis(!) two existing [real] natures, and not one single nature' .165 After 
the Logos in the union assumed everything from the human being, soul, 
body, flesh, his human being cannot have lost this one thing, namely 
to be called 'nature'. 166 This argument is not bad, but pays too little 
attention to the fact that Severus does not give to the 'one physis of the 
divinity' a general meaning, but one that is proper to God alone, in the 
sense, for example, of 'God's own proper nature'. There cannot be a 
second. Nevertheless Severus would then have to add: 'no second nature 
of the same kind'. Eustathius too will not speak of such a second nature 
of the same kind. He certainly knows that the same concept can be 
applied on different levels, that is, used analogically. The human nature 
of Christ does not have the 'station' of the God nature, but it must still 
be denoted as nature. He says that Severus must be able to think along 
these lines toO. 167 

But we stress this: as in the assumption of the humanity all is preserved and named, and 
on account of the union the particular denotations are not shed, so too the nature is called 
'nature', and on account of the synthesis is neither contracted [namely to denote the one nature) 
nor does it disappear because of the synthesis. Each of the two natures remains, not only 
what each is by nature, but also has the denotation for the nature. You are also of that opi­
nion, Severos, when you treat each of the two natures by itself (1t5(WI;); or you decline to 
call them, when taken together, 'two natures', so that you do not afflict the docetists in 
every regard (that is, from false consideration for the docetists). 

(b) Does Severus really speak of two natures? 
Eustathius is cautious when he wants to ascribe to Severus the statement 
of two natures. He limits it to the case where Severus speaks of the two 
natures disjunctively, that is, each by itself, not conjunctively, or con­
sidered together. 168 He admits that the Patriarch never speaks of two 

165. Eustath. mon., Ep. de Juab. nat., no. 19, 11. 356-357; PG 86, 916C: Kai tv rft uIJv8euel 
rXplurQl.ltval; t/lvuell; opav, otlxl IJ(av IJOVOV t/lVUIV. 

166. Ibid., no. 19, II. 357-361; PG 86, 916CD. 
167. Ibid., 11. 363-370; PG 86, 916D. 
168. Cf. ibid., no. 9, 11. 108-123; PG 86, 9OBAB. 
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natures when he considers them in the state of being united. Hence he 
can only put forward the logical demand that to be consistent, Severus 
must accept two natures and denote them as such, also in the state of 
being united (tv UVV(]tUB1). In order to escape this necessity, the 
Patriarch has recourse to the old anti-Arian schema of the distinction of 
the two times. 169 He is of the opinion that by recourse to the different 
states of the one physis he can avoid the real distinction into two physeis. 
And in the concrete how does this distinction of the 'times' or of the 
'states' of the divine Logos appear? Eustathius says that we are not con­
fronted simply with differences of time, but with realities. This is said 
in a text which is also terminologically interesting, which in a special 
way allows the 'nature-schema' of Eustathius to be recognized, but taken 
together with the 'distinction of the times'. Each time which is to be 
distinguished in Christ corresponds also to a nature, so that four times 
and four natures are contrasted with each other. Christ is first of all 
considered in the time before the incarnation, then in the time of the 
incarnation. This makes two natures. But the Only-begotten died in the 
nature of flesh. He descended as 'soul', to the 'souls', which resulted in 
a third nature. Finally he awakened his body and ascended with it above 
all the heavens before the countenance of God, which referred to a fourth 
nature. 170 

169. Ibid., no. 20, 11. 373-399; PG86, 917AB. He is said on this account to be guilty of a 
contradiction, because he 'denotes the one nature as two natures' (1. 381; 917 A8-9). Severos 
himself, however, testifies that the Fathers before him have accepted two natures in Christ (no. 6, 
11. 49-61; 904D-905A). Eustathius refers honestly to a writing of Severos, Expositio fldei, which 
according to K.-H. Uthemann, Anastasii Sin. Viae Dux = CCG 8, 442, seems to be an excerpt 
from the Or. I ad Nephalium. In this Severos defends himself against misusing the name of Cyril, 
because a development occurred in the latter through apologetic necessity. 

170. Ibid., no. 22, 11. 430-434; PG 86, 920A: Kai 151aToii'ro od J.lovov tpwnfawJ.lev T(r; </Ivalr; 
daci.pKov Oeou /Cal T(r; aeaap/Cwp.evov, dUd /Cal T(r; </Ivalr; tp.'IIVXOV p.ovov Oeou - daap/Cor; 
ydp A7tel5rip."aev T07r; tv I1l5ov - /Cal T(' </IVaI, Oeou, aeaap/Cwp.evov p.ev, aap/Ci I5t d</l8ci.pnp 
/Cal dOavci.np. The different applications of the physis concept are not unproblematica!. Insofar 
as it is a matter of the 'divinity' and 'humanity' of Christ, the application is covered by Chalcedon. 
But if now the soul, descended into Hades and united with the divinity (the ensouled God), 
and then 'the exalted Christ' arc placed beside them as a third and a fourth physis, the content 
of the physis concept chlUlges. The discu5~ion with Severos is not made any easier by this. Yet 
here Eustathius is witness to a rare terminology, and that attests his wide reading in patristic 
literature. He speaks of the 'ensouled God, descending into Hades only in the soul' (lp.'IIvxor; 
p.ovov Oeor;). In no. 23 Eustathius repeats these questions of no. 22 in a modified form (no. 23, 
11. 442-445; PG 86, 920B). The distinction is the same. The formulation of the 'soul being God, 
descended into Hades' stands at the end of a long development in the descensus theology. That 
Eustathius knows it placc;s him in a far-reaching tradition. On this see A. Gri11meier, 'Der 
Gottessohn im Totenreich', in idem, Mit ihm und in ihm (Freiburg, Basel, Vienna, 21978), 
159-71. 
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For this reason we ask not only what is the nature of God without the flesh and what is 
the nature of the Incarnate One, but also what is the nature of the God who is only soul, 
for he dwelt without flesh in Hades; (we ask) as well what is the nature of God, who indeed 
became flesh, but is now in incorruptible and immortal flesh. 

Eustathius knows that such a dividing up is a horror for Severus. For 
the question 'which nature in Christ?' already means a dissolution of the 
unity, exactly what Severus objected to in the detestable Leo I of Rome 
and his Tomus (no. 24). But what does the witness of Severus signify 
for Eustathius? What Severus does not want to concede is found in 
particular Fathers before Cyril. 171 Thus the monk feels certain of his 
ground. Admittedly the two-natures schema of Chalcedon is now 
presented in a way which makes it even harder for Severus to 
acknowledge in his opponents the will to retain the unity in Christ. This 
follows too from the further problematic of Eustathius. 

(c) One or two activities in Christ? 
Over and above the two natures Eustathius defends with Leo I also the 
two activities, the divine and the human, in Christ, in the framework 
of a critique of a Christmas sermon of the Patriarch, within which the 
walking of Jesus on the lake is said to be interpreted 'in a monophysite 
way' .172 In contrast to this the monk undertakes to interpret this 
miracle in the sense of Leo I's Tomus to Flavian. 173 

Although he [Severos 1 distinguishes the nature of the flesh from the nature of the divinity, 
he still condemns those who confess two natures, but most of all himself. For he 
acknowledges two natures in Christ, indeed as subsisting and remaining. But then he brings 

171. Eustath. mon., Ep. de duab. nat., no. 7,11.71-73; PG86, 905B: 'It is sufficient for us 
that Severos testifies that the manner of speaking of the two natures is found in the holy Fathers, 
and in many Fathers, not only in one or two.' Eustathius stresses too that if we began already 
with the corrections made to the two-natures teaching of the Fathers which they produced before 
the heretics, then the manner of speaking of the mia physis 'must also be relinquished, since it 
has been invented by the heretics' (no. 8, 11. 82-104; 905CD). The monk complains about the 
authoritarian procedure of Severos who 'distinguishes (the natures) as two when he wishes and 
again joins them together into one, as if he had the authority to speak and to act' (no. 9, 11. 
126-127; 908B). Eustathius can rightly refer to certain inconsistencies in Severos. Against the 
Grammarian, for example, Severos stresses that divinity and humanity retain their undiminished 
reality in the synthesis. Why then does he not accept two natures? (Cf. no. 15, 11. 252-266; 
912D-913A). Or if Severos takes the words ousia and physis synonymously, why does he then 
censure Sergius Scholasticus, when the latter modifies the mia-physis formula into a mia·ousia for­
mula? Cf. ibid., no. 10, 11. 162-165; 909A. 

172. Ibid., nos. 29-30, 11.559-587; PG 86, 924C-925A. Severos will admit only an 'undivided 
activity': 11. 570-571; 924D3. Ibid., nos. 30-36, 11. 588-741; PG 86, 925A-932A. Eustathius thus 
confesses Pope Leo I's agit enim utraque forma quod proprium est, which is rejected by Severos. 

173. Ibid., no. 42, 11. 803-813; PG 86, 933AB. 
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them together, I know not how, into one ... If there was only one nature in Christ, then 
it is superfluous to stress 'insofar as God' and 'insofar as a human being', or 'the nature of 
the flesh' or 'the nature of the divinity', or 'to him who was born to suffer' and 'to him 
who was born not to suffer'. For that refers precisely to the two natures. 

As in Leontius of Byzantium, so too in Eustathius the theological 
emphasis is on the duality of the natures. In contrast to this the 
interpretation of the unity of the hypostasis recedes. Nor even does the 
term hypostasis emerge. For this reason the monk fails to advance beyond 
Leontius or John the Grammarian. Yet in comparison with the latter 
there is a clearer line with regard to the evaluation of the mia-physis 
terminology and of the neo-Chalcedonian compromises in general. For 
Eustathius the confession of the two natures unambiguously excludes the 
formula of the one nature in such a way that the idea of the simultaneous 
use of both formulas can no longer exist.174 

If the two natures are really two, they cannot be called one. But that there are two natures 
in Christ, Severos not only stated, but also wrote. 

Thus Eustathius is to be reckoned among the supporters of a strict­
Chalcedonian language. He also clearly makes reference to the text of 
the definition of 451 and renders it in his own words. He understands 
well that the principal terms of Chalcedon and in particular its 'in two 
natures' can be derived from Cyril himself. 175 

What is the difference between saying 'Christ is in two natures' and what Severos, the double­
headed fox, says, corresponding with the blessed Cyril: 'perfect in the divinity and perfect 
in the humanity', and it is impossible for 'two' not to appear in 'two', yet not in the persons. 
For in Christ there are not two persons. 

If Eustathius is not an outstanding theologian, still through his own 
study of the sources he creates for himself a clear conviction of the 
expressive power of the Chalcedonian formula, from which, though, he 
omits the concept of hypostasis. 

174. Ibid., no. 54,11. 991-994; PG 86, 94OCD. Eustathius knows that Cyril used the mia.physis 
formula to ward off the erroneous teaching of Nestorius. Cf. no. 55, 11. 1018-1019; PG 86, 
941AB. For the right understanding of this formula in Cyril, he refers to his letter to Eulogius 
(CPG 5344; PG 77, 224-228) and his Prosphorteticus to the Alexandrians (CPG 5265). 

175. Ibid., no. 52, 11. 970-975; PG 86, 940B. 



CHAPTER THREE 

LEONTIUS OF fER USALEM AND HIS PICTURE 
OF CHRIST 

We encounter a new type of Chalcedonian christology in the works 
of an author who is characterized as Leontius of Jerusalem. but whose 
identity is difficult to determine. 1 

SECTION ONE 

ON THE PERSON AND WORK OF 
LEONTIUS OF fER USALEM 

F. Loofs had identified the two Leontii. the one from Byzantium and 
the one from Jerusalem.2 as one and the same person. The writings 
ascribed to the latter. Against the Monophysites (Contra monophysitas) 
(CPG6917) and Against the Nestorians (Contra Nestorianos) (CPG6918). 
he considered as adaptations of a lost original of Leontius of 
Byzantium.3 The two works named only attracted notice and a new 

1. Cf. the colophon in PG 86, 1769/70: Tou xavuoq,ov J,Iovaxou Kup Aeon/ov 
'[epoaoAvJJiTOV. 

2. The new edition of the works of the latter is being prepared by P. T. R. Gray. 
3. F. Loofs, Leontius von Byzanz und die g/eichnamigen Schriftsteller der griechl.!chen Kirche = TU 

3, 1-2 (Leipzig, 1887). On the identity of Leontius of Byzantium and Leontius of Jerusalem 
see 183-94. This thesis is taken over by W. Riigamer, Leontius von Byzatlz. Bin Po/emiker aus 
dem Zeita/ter Justinian.! (Diss. Wurzburg, 1894), 33-43; thus Riigamer is against equating Leon­
tius of Byzantium with the Scythian monk Leontius, and Leontius of Byzantium with the 
'Origenist Leontius' of the Vita Sabae. Nevertheless Rilgamer will not accept the statement on 
194-7, that the Contra Monophysitas is the later adaptation of a part of the 'scho/ia of Leontius', 
which as well is said to be the basis for De sectl.!. Furthermore he rejects Loofs' hypothesis about 
the adaptation of the Contra Nestorianos (41-3). In other respects too he repeatedly distances 
himself from Loofs. Thus Rilgamer uses the two works named in his presentation of the 
christology of Leontius of Byzantium. A different opinion is found in J. P. Junglas, Leontius 
von Byzanz = FCLDG VII 3 (paderbom, 1908) and V. Grumel, art., 'Uonce de Byzance', in 
DTC 9, 400-26. But since CPG 6917 and 6918 were regarded by most authors in Loofs' way 
of thinking as opera dubia or spur/a, for the most part they remained unconsidered for the history 
of doctrine. D. Stiernon, art. 'Uonce de Byzance', in DSp 9 (1976) (col. 651-60), says in col. 655: 
'Le Contra Nestorianos ... et ... Ie Contra Monophysitas ... sont attribues par les mss au 
"moine tres sage . . . Leonce Ie hierosolymite", en qui il convient de voir un Leonce distinct 
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assessment through the research of M. Richard,4 who conceded 
Leontius of Jerusalem a significant place in the history of doctrine in the 
sixth century. Two works have to be distinguished: one against the 
Monophysites, and the other against the Nestorians.s eM falls really 
into two distinct opuscula. (a) 63 capitula or aporiai (PG 86, 1769-1804): 
Leontius demands from the Monophysites answers to this series of objec­
tions, similar to the capitula XXX of Leontius of Byzantium. The 
argumentation is consistently speculative, but a few patristic authorities 
are adduced. 6 (b) Testimonia sanctorum (PG 86, 1804-1900A9). The 
conclusion (1900A9-1901A2) is not authentic. As Richard remarks, 
Leontius does not really produce a florilegium, but rather an exposition 
in the genre of 'questions and answers' (erotapokriseis).7 With F. Loofs 
and M. Richard, one should probably accept that the aporiai represent 
the continuation of an extensive work, which expounded the arguments 
of the Severans and refuted them, but which is no longer extant. The 
aporiai and the testimonia sanctorum are to be considered as two appendices, 
as it were, to this work. 

eN originally comprised eight books, of which, however, we possess 
only seven, with chapters of varying number and length.8 The 

du notre' (= Leontius of Byzantium). The assigning of these writings to Leontius of Byzantium 
is still defended by J. H. I. Watt, 'The Authenticity of the Writings Ascribed to Leontius of 
Byzantium. A New Approach by Means of Statistics', in StudPat 7 = TU 92 (1966), 321-36; 
S. Rees, 'The Literary Activity of Leontius of Byzantium', JTS 19 (1968), 229-42; I. Fracea, 
'0 Aeov'I"IOt; Bv,avTIOt;. Bfot; KaT r.vl'YPlilJlJaTa (KpITIKrf ®erop1/u1/) (Athens, 1984), 217-46. 

4. M. Richard, 'Leonce de Jerusalem et Leonce de Byzance', MSR 1 (1944), 35-88 = Op. 
Min. III, no. 59; idem, 'Les florileges diphysites', in Chalkedon I, 740-2; see CCT 11/1, p. 60. 
For M. Richard, Op. Min. III, no. 59, pp.81-8, 'Leontius of Jerusalem' is the apocrisiarius of 
the Palestinian monks, the participant in the doctrinal dialogue of 532 and in the Synod of Con­
stantinople in 536, who is closely connected with the court of Justinian. On this see above, 
pp.181-4. 

5. See the literary-historical explanation in M. Richard, Op. Min. III, no. 59, pp.37-9, on 
the Contra Monophysitas (CM) (CPG 6917); and pp.39-43 on the Contra Nestorianos (CN) 
(CPG 6918). The new suggestion by M. Breydy for dating the CM (after 641) and on the Leon­
tius question in general, which he makes in his recent edition,Jean Maron. Expose de la !oi, CSCO 
497-498 (1989), and presents in other articles, cannot be discussed here. 

6. Aporia 12: Gregory of Nyssa; Aporia 18: Gregory Nazianzen; Aporiai 21 and 44: Cyril 
of Alexandria. 

7. Here we have to distinguish: (i) a more speculative presentation (1804D-1817B); (ii) a 
patristic section with a dyophysite florilegium (1817C-1849C) and a critical investigation 
(1849C-1876C) where in particular it is a question of the Apollinarian forgeries; (iii) a historical 
section with refutation of monophysite objections against the Council of Chalcedon. On the 
CM see P. T. R. Gray, 'An Anonymous Severian Monophysite of the Mid-Sixth Century', 
Patristic and Byzantine Review 1 (1982) 117-26. From the CM Gray gathers texts of a Severan 
who cannot be identified. 

8. An overview indicates the christological themes: 
1. The synthesis of the natures of Christ: 52 chs. 
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peculiarity of CN, in terms of the history of literature, was shown 
decisively by the discovery that Leontius of Jerusalem 'not only gives 
the Nestorian views or, as is customary in polemical writing, caricatures 
them, but that he cites them, that there are thus Nestorian texts preserved 
for us in Adversus Nestorianos. Through their sheer quantity these texts 
represent a considerable increase in the pool of resources for the history 
of Antiochene theology.'9 The 'Nestorianism' which Leontius of 
Jerusalem had in mind was in various regards just as undervalued as his 
own writing. 10 In the study just cited 1. Abramowski has recorded all 
the Nestorian citations and has compiled a complete list (pp. 51-5). The 
'Nestorian' who speaks in these 'supports the view that two natures are 
two hypostases, and two hypostases two prosopa, the unity is presented in 
the one prosopon'.l1 But from this new insight into the textual situation 
one should not conclude that the complete citations already reproduce 
the complete text of the Nestorian writing, for only seven books of 
the CN are extant. 'As far as the Nestorian is concerned, the loss of 
the eighth book of Leontius is a real misfortune ... , because it is only 
in the eighth book that Leontius wanted to refute the Nestorian's 
formulations for the unity of the person of Christ, which in his opinion 
were inadequate.' 12 Because we can recognize from the citations of 

2. The one hypostasis of Christ: 49 chs. 
3. Against the two-sons teaching: 14 chs. 
4. Mary theotokos: 49 chs. 
5. The divinity of Christ (in divine nature): 33 chs. 
6. Against the expression: 'God-bearing human being' theophoros anthropos: 10 chs. 
7. The formula unus de Trinitate passus est: 11 chs. 

9. L. Abramowski, 'Ein nestorianischer Traktat bei Leontius von Jerusalem', in III. Symposium 
Syriacum 1980 = OCA 221 (Rome, 1983) (43-55), 43-4, where the conclusion reads: 'With 
the exception of I 52, the last chapter of the first book, where no citation appears, every chapter 
begins with a citation' (44). 

10. Thus M. Richard himself, art. cit., 68 (even in 1944) wrote: 'D'abord on aurait grand 
tort de chercher dans les questions du Contra Nestorianos la doctrine reelle de theologiens 
nestoriens byzantins dont nous ignorons jusqu'aux noms. L'expose que nous presente Leonce 
de Jerusalem est tout theorique et artificiel.' This judgement is repeated in part verbatim by C. 
Moeller in Chalkedon I (1951), 687. Two other authors found in the opposing citations in CN 
II, 13 (PG 86, 560BC-1516D) some belonging to Leontius of Byzantium. Thus D. B. Evans, 
Leontius of Byzantium. An Origenist Christology (Washington, 1970), 139; he is followed by 
P. T. R. Gray, The Defense of Chalcedon in the East (451-553) (Leiden, 1979), 128-31. The basis 
for this lies in an unclarified concept of enhypostatos. 

11. L. Abramowski, art. cit., 45. Abramowski emphasizes the clear Greek of these texts, which 
is in very marked contrast to that of Leontius of Jerusalem himself, to his disadvantage. She 
says that unfortunately the Latin translation in PG 86 'frequently succumbs to the obscurity of 
Leontius' Greek', and that on some occasions in the translation Nestorian citation and counter­
argument are joined without distinction. 

12. Ibid., 45-6. 
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the opponent that he is attacking an earlier writing of Leontius, our 
knowledge of literary history is thus also expanded. 

'There were three writings: 

(a) a writing of Leontius of Jerusalem, which is no longer extant, 
(b) the Nestorian's attack on this writing, which is partly preserved in 

the excerpts of Leontius, 
(c) Leontius' writing in defence, which is also no longer complete.'13 

Classification both chronologically and in the history of ideas 

The corpus of Leontius of Jerusalem must have been composed in the 
years between 536(538) and 543/544, thus in the period after the 
condemnation of Severus at the Synod of Constantinople (536) and his 
death (538), and before the outbreak of the Three Chapters dispute. 14 

M. Richard speaks of the time between 525 and 550 as 'une des periodes 
les plus brillantes de la theologie byzantine'. 15 He groups Leontius of 
Jerusalem with Leontius of Byzantium and Theodore of Raithu. 16 

Leontius thus belongs to the class of educated monks who with their 
ascetical-theological training also acquired secular knowledge. In contrast 
to Leontius of Byzantium, who is more orientated to psychology, his 
namesake takes his analogies for christology more from physics of an 
Alexandrian stamp. I? M. Richard speaks in defence of moving Leontius 
ofJerusalem's literary activity to Constantinople, but in doing so he gives 
him the role which is attributed here to his namesake. IS In the course 
of our investigations we shall produce various indications of the fact that 
the author of eN and eM also wrote in Byzantium, without wanting 

13. Ibid., 46. Here, with the help of the Nestorian citations, certain christological themes for 
the lost writing of Leontius are reconstructed. 

14. Thus M. Richard, art. cit., 62-3; 1. Abramowski, art. cit., 43 with reference to A. 
Basdekis, Die Christologie des Leontius vonJerusaltm. Seine Logoslehre (Diss. Miinster, 1974), XVII 
and 12, n.30, where further suggestions for dating are discussed (S. Helmer, C. Moeller, F. 
Loofs). 

15. M. Richard, art. cit., 62-3. 
16. Ibid., 63. 
17. Ibid., 70 with reference to CN I, 17: PG 86, 1464-1465 in comparison with Leontius of 

Byzantium, CNE I, 2: 1280D. 
18. Ibid., 81-8. P. T. R. Gray situates the author in Jerusalem on the basis of the MSS tradi­

tion. S. Helmer, Der Neuchalkedonismus (Bonn, 1962) (202-15), 207 (with note) refers to the 
frequent anonymous use of the writings of the Areopagite in the writings of Leontius. This 
is 'only understandable for Constantinople, where in 532 the court bishop Hypatius had rejected 
the Areopagite writings as inauthentic, but not for Palestine, where at the same time John of 
Scythopolis was already composing his scholia on the writings of Ps. Dionysius'. 
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to claim them as strict proofs. Some comments in Leontius of Byzantium 
seem to refer to his namesake. If this can be demonstrated. then conclu­
sions could be drawn for the chronology. 19 but these are not essential 
for judging the two authors. 

19. This is true especially for Leontius of Byzantium vis-a-vis Leontius of Jerusalem. We shall 
return to this. 



SECTION TWO 

THE CHRISTOLOGY OF LEONTIUS OF JERUSALEM 

In comparison with Leontius of Byzantium, Leontius of Jerusalem 
appears as the sharper thinker and the more felicitous innovator of 
language. The novelty that he introduces consists in (1) a sharper version 
of the one subject in Christ and with this the concept of hypostasis and 
(2) the theory of the henosis of the two natures in Christ in the one 
hypostasis, a theory which is expanded terminologically and strengthened 
speculatively. We shall attempt to capture both in the fullest way 
possible, and in conclusion to work towards his new picture of Christ. 

I. ANALYSIS 

THE LINGUISTIC AND CONCEPTUAL TOOLS 

1. A new consciousness of the problem 

(a) Distinctions 
The first advance of Leontius of Jerusalem consists in the fact that 
he consciously distinguished between a nature union (unio in natura et 
secundum naturam) and a hypostasis union (unio in hypostasi et secundum 
hypostasim). In contrast to the Apollinarian nature synthesis of the 
fourth century and the lack of clarity of the Cyrillian-Severan mia-physis 
formula, with this distinction there is for the first time the theoretical 
differentiation of union according to the hypostasis and the nature 
synthesis. In it there is a clear dismissal of Apollinarianism and every 
form of monophysitism. 20 More difficult, however, is the differentia­
tion from the Nestorian and his teaching of two hypostases. But for the 
Nestorian too the correct distinction concerning both the Logos and the 
human being in Christ is found: in the incarnation 'the Logos does not 
assume an additional hypostasis in order now to attain the perfection of 
the hypostasis; he possesses only the (hypostasis) which he also had after 

20. Leontius Jer., CN VII, 3: PG 86, 1765C: 'The flesh is not proper to the phl'sis of the 
Logos; at the end of the ages it would be truly proper to his hyposl4sis.' Leontius, however, can 
take over the Cyrillian formula of the lV(J}(1/(; </1001"11, be it with certain difficulties. Cf. CN 
I, 50: PG 86, 1512CD; CM: PG 86, 1844B, a formula which Leontius of Byzantium rejects: 
Bpil: PG 86, 1940AB. 
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the addition of the nature which he did not have'.21 Whether Leontius 
pursues christology 'from above' or 'from below', it is completely clear 
that the one subject in Christ is seen as the hypostasis of the Logos. The 
human being in Christ 'does not possess like us his own proper human 
hypostasis which separates him from every similar or dissimilar nature, 
but the common and indivisible hypostasis of the Logos, both for his 
own [human] as well as for the [divine nature] which is over him'. 22 

The problem which we had to clarify in the case of his namesake (of 
Byzantium), namely, whether he considered the subject in Christ as a 
tertium qUid, does not even arise for Leontius of Jerusalem. 

(b) The determination of the subject in Christ 
We recall that the definition of Chalcedon did not attempt any 
speculative explanation of where in the one Christ the one hypostasis is 
realized, and under the assumptions at that time could not have aspired 
to this. The formal 'concept' of the hypostasis was not yet located in 
the one Logos-subject. The one Christ was presented as a complex 
totality, seen from the end-point of the incarnation and its result, in the 
unmingledness of the two natures and of the properties of each, which, 
however, have come together in one person and in one hypostasis. 23 The 
Fathers knew that the whole event of union had as its starting-point 
the perfect Logos and Son in the pre-existence. Nevertheless the concept 
of the 'one hypostasis' was not applied to this, but to the final form of 
him who had assumed flesh and in the 'one hypostasis' let the two natures 
be recognized. From this view of the one concrete hypostasis in the 
end-result (apoteJesma, as Leontius of Byzantium said) the theologians 
laboriously attempted to change to the predicative placing of the 'one 
hypostasis' in the pre-existent Logos, in order to determine from there 
how the humanity of Christ is to be integrated into this pre-existent 
uniqueness. Thus where precisely is the one hypostasis realized? What 
does hypostasis mean when it is already there in the pre-existent Logos 
and nevertheless has to integrate into itself a second complete existence, 
which is also physis (nature) or ousia (essence), even if in historic finitude? 

21. Leontius Jer., CN VII, 4: PG 86, 1768aA. 
22. Leontius Jer., CN V, 29: PG 86, 1749BC. Cf. CN II, 48: PG 86, 1601A: In Christ 

there is only one ego, which Leontius explains, in connection with J112, 19 (,Destroy this temple 
.. .'): 'Tills one and the same prosoporJ, which is signified by the pronoun "I", comprises the 
destroyed body, the soul which speaks through the body, and the God who resurrects what 
was destroyed.' The additive view of the 'ego' is not a counter-irutance to what was !aid above, 
as will immediately become clear. 

23. See the definition in CCT 12
, 544. 
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Why is it also not a hypostasis? In view of the Logos in God, how must 
I grasp and define hypostasis, if a contradiction is not to emerge from 
a consideration of the Incarnate One? What happens when the complete 
human nature is taken up into the one hypostasis? 

These questions afflicted both Leontii in the same way. They were 
formulated anew in the work of the Nestorian whom Leontius of 
Jerusalem opposed in his eN. Until then the greatest handicap was the 
Basilian metaphysics of hypostasis and its transferral from trinitarian 
teaching to that of the incarnation: hypostasis is the ousia with the 
idiomata, or the koinon together with the idion. 24 We know that the 
Cyrillian-Severan tradition escaped this problem by wanting to use 
the Basilian teaching about hypostasis only for the theologia, not for the 
oikonomia. That amounted to an ostrich policy. The Chalcedonians 
received the more difficult inheritance by taking over the Cappadocian 
terminology and the combination of the theologies of the Trinity and 
of the incarnation, introduced by Gregory Nazianzen: in the theologia, 
one nature and three hypostases, and in the oikonomia, one hypostasis 
(from the Trinity) in two natures. A valid answer had been given 
neither to the Severans nor to the Nestorians when they asked: Why 
is the humanity of Christ also not hypostasis, if it is complete physis and 
also has its idiomata? Or is ' the humanity of Christ not an individuum 
concretum, not something distinct from the universality of the essence? 
Leontius of Byzantium did not face this question unambiguously. How 
did the other Leontius react to these questions? 

First objection: the prosopon of Christ 
We shall start with some attempts by the Nestorian to demonstrate two 
hypostases or prosopa in the Incarnate One by proposing a 'prosopon of the 
nature', which is a tv not on the basis of the union, but 'by nature', 
namely the prosopon of the God-Logos. The other tv, the Christ-prosopon, 
whose unity and uniqueness are due to the henosis, is contrasted to this.25 

Leontius investigates this terminology, and he too sees in Christ the 
one natural prosopon on the basis of the one physis of the Logos. This 
one prosopon does not change, rather it remains the same in the state of 
assuming humanity. With 'Christ' a second prosopon is not added. Prosopa 
are not united, but the natures are united into the prosopon. Thus there 
remains the one prosopon, which the pre-existent Logos has, which at 

24. lind., 367-73. 
25. Leontius Jer., eN II, 34: PG 86, 1592B. 
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the same time is also the one prosopon of Christ, that is, of the Logos 
united with the humanity.26 There is thus complete identity of the 
prosopon, of the person, of the subject before and after the incarnation. 
The pre-existent hypostasis of the Logos himself is the subject of the 
incarnation who assumes a human nature, which neither is nor has 
its own prosopon. 27 In this way there arises not merely a relationship 
of possession, as when one person acquires another. The Logos did not 
acquire (tKTtiuaTo)28 a sarx, but he became flesh - a distinction which 
is familiar to us from the fourth century. We shall encounter it anew 
in the Syrian region. Because the one hypostasis has entered into this 
entitative relationship with the prosopon-less sarx, it can bear both series 
of 'physical names', that is, the predicates of both divine and human 
natures. While this Logos presented himself before (1tdAal) only in the 
one prosopon of 'one nature', he is now a two-natures prosopon. 29 This 
access to being is proper to the creative power of God alone.3O 

If God alone is the cause of nature and hypostasis, what prevents him from putting one nature 
into another? Is not everything really possible for him? 

The examples which then follow from the physis of animals and plants 
are admittedly not suitable for illustrating the specific peculiarity of the 
God-human union, which has been stated in a new linguistic way. 
Leontius finds there the taking over of natures into other hypostases, for 
example, by way of assimilating nourishment, or the transformation of 
hypostases into other natures, as in the case of the caterpillar-butterfly.31 
He would be better off speaking of nature synthesis or nature trans­
formation. Fortunately he does not insist on a strict application of these 
analogies from nature to christology. The 'one hypostasis' of the Incarnate 
One is the unchanged hypostasis of the Logos, which assumes 'a nature 
without a prosopon' through a creative action which pertains to God 
alone, an action which first allows the 'assumption' of the flesh to be 
characterized as a 'becoming'. The one Logos in the flesh is a hypostatic 
entitative unity in two natures. 

26. Ibid., PG 86, 1592C: tv tC1T/ TO npoawnov XplaTov, 6 taTlv tIC JJlaC; q,vC1ewc; €v 
npoawnov TOU Aoyov. 

27. Leontius Jer., CN II, 35: PG 86, 1593B: /Cai dv8pwnoc; dpa ytyovev TF, r;,C; q,vaewc; 
r;,C; dv8pwn(vT/C; npo(1).rf",el, el /Cai dnpoaciJ7rcp rt avTl) vnoaTaC1lC; TOU Aoyov. 

28. Leontius probably meant by this that the Logos did not appropriate to himself an already 
existing human nature. 

29. Leontius Jer., CN II, 35: PG 86, 1593C: Christ is tv npoawnov JJovoq,vtc; before the 
incarnation, and t51q,vtC; after the incarnation. 

30. Ibid. 
31. Ibid., 1593D. 



280 CHRIST IN CHRISTIAN TRADITION 

Second objection: the Basilian concept of hypostasis 
The decisive point has not yet appeared clearly. Leontius of Byzantium 
(see above, pp. 181-229) did not get beyond explaining the one fact that 
the humanity of Christ also has its human idiomata and thus must be 
a hypostasis. How does Leontius of Jerusalem proceed? The Nestorian 
formulates this difficulty. 

If the Logos has become a human being, he is in fact a particular human being [that is, 
recognizable as an individuum] (T((; dv(}pcJJTco<;). It is only in this way that he can be a human 
being at all! But if he is a particular (individual) human being, he is a hypostasis. Hence there 
are two hypostases in Christ, or the hyposUlsis of the Logos ceases (to be).32 

The response of Leontius of Jerusalem runs as follows: 

But from the first moment of its existence this particular (individual) human being Christ 
is divine according to the hyposUlsis. This means the same as the statement: according to his 
hypostasis God became a human being through the union of a human ousia with the divine 

• 33 
OUSUI. 

The question remains: does Leontius of Jerusalem admit that the 
humanity of Christ is one individual being, thus one concrete ousia with 
idiomata? Does this humanity in its individuality also remain in the state 
of being united? 

What is new is the fact that Leontius of Jerusalem is not closed to 
this insight. In contrast to Basil and his followers, he allows particularity 
to be ascribed to the human nature of Christ. He says expressly: 'We 
say that the Logos has taken over an individual nature into his own 
hypostasis.'34 Can two individualized natures with their idiomata be 
united in one hypostasis? If they can, then several problems result from 
this. (1) How does Leontius of Jerusalem grasp the concept of hypostasis? 
(2) How does he understand the taking up of the human nature of Christ 
into the one hypostasis? In reality the response to the second question 
will resolve the first question. 

(c) A new concept of hypostasis? 
In the first chapter of eN II, Leontius of Jerusalem presents a whole 
series of meanings for the word hypostasis,35 which in fact are so far 

32. Leontius Jer., eN II, 43: PG 86, 1597AB. 
33. Ibid., 1597B. 
34. Idem, eN I, 20: PG 86, 1485C: O"TW ",ap~v TOV /\O)lOV ~/C 'tQC;; rif.l6Tdpat; tPurrewc;; efc;; 

,,'\1 /Olav V710UTaarV 7lpoa),apeaOal q,valv 161Ktfv Tlva. The opposite would be the assomption 
of the 'universal human nature' 3$ such or the assumption of the total nature of human beings, 
which Severus accused John the Grammarian of Caesarea of doing. 

35. Cf. Lcontius JeI. , eN n, 1: "PG 86, 1528D-1532A. 
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removed from our problematic that we can pass over them. The first 
relevant conception for us is the following: 

We speak of hypostasis when, because different individual natures (t/>r5uewv 6lat/>opwv 
I6I1CWV), with their itliomata (16Iwjl(i'rwv) with them come together, but not prosopa, as one 
or at once, because of the union there comes into existence (ur5u'I'ault;) a single atom.36 

The conception of hypostasis that follows this should precede it. 

We speak of hypostasis in 3 generally acknowledged sense not when different natures 
(Cflr5uewv) come together, but when several partial idioms (povwv l6,wJla'l'wv JlepIKwV 
7[).e/ovwv) (come together), fonning one general idioma (tV I6fwJla KaOo;"IKoV) from all, 
in one subjellt (u1I:oKelJl8Vlp tvl), or in one 3ingle naturc.l7 

Finally then he writes: 

Whether in a single, or composite. or individual or common (nature), like the divine nature 
or in one nature (.pr5u/r;) only, or in severn united. provided they are totally in existence, 
this state or composition of partial it/lomala, or of a comllUlll liIiol!lII, as thought of in a subject, 
is called hypostasis. 38 

One will understand this tailor-made definition of hypostasis, if one 
keeps in mind the application of the concept: the individual cases which 
Leontius means are the divine nature (which is simple, but also general, 
because it is in Father, Son and Spirit), the human nature, which is 
composed, or Christ with his two united natures. But it is not these 
different ways of considering separated or united natures that constitute 
the hypostasis, but only the coming together of several individual idiomata 
in a simple or composite nature, insofar as there is present a subject 
with irrevocable individualization, a njt5e 'fl, thus an utterly determined, 
unrepeatable subject. It fmally reads: 'each hypostasis is separated in its 
own monad'.J9 Hence the last thing that Leontius can say is: 'Individ­
ualization and separation of inseparable essences into an individual 
number as far as the prosopon is concemed.'40 Being a hypostasis means 
being the final monad: 

36. Ibid.: PG 86, 1529C4-8. Cf. A. Basdekis, Die Christologie des Leontius von Jerusalem. Seine 
Logoslehre (Diss. Miinster, 1974), 17. 

37. Leontius Jer.: PG 86, 1529C8-12. 
38. Ibid., 1529C12-D4. 
39. Ibid., CN II, 5: PG 86, 1544A10-11: 1lQua v1I:ou'I'ault; Av 'l'n Jlova6, Aav'I'nt; 6IaKp(vel. 
40. Idem, CN II, 1: PG 86, 1529D9-11: l'o6e TI Ka8'Aav'I'it'v d1l:o'l'auft; TIt; obua Kai 

6IOPIUJl0t; rwv D.OlOp(U'I'WV ovulCiiv e/t; 'l'OV Ka'l'd 1lPOUW1l0V dpIOJloV AKau'I'ov. Cf. A. 
Basdekis, op. cit., 17-18. 
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It is rather the idion of the hypoSlaJis, that it both discerns by their own (nature) the atoms 
from others which qua nature are the same, and assigns individuality to each of them. 41 

This concept of person can only prove its worth in its applicability 
to christology when the way in which Leontius represents the 'union 
according to the hypostasis' is investigated. He clearly feels the narrowness 
of the Basiliall concept of hypostasis. It is only a step that separates him 
from breaking through this. The combination of hypostasis and idiom, 
which he still maintains, prevents him from taking this step. But it still 
seems that something new opens up. 

2. New language for the henoBis 

There is now an increase in neologisms which are intended to encompass 
the event of the 'henosis according to the hypostasis' and which are 
aimed at the hypostasis as such, although it is a question of the unification 
of natures. 

(a) O'VVV7100"rciVal (from O'VVVCPfO'TI1J.ll) = to subsist together: 'In his 
own one hypostasis subsist together the human and the divine natures 
of the Logos. '42 

(b) evv71oO'Tcival (second aorist of tVVCPfO'T7lJ.ll) = to subsist in. Christ's 
sarx, as a passible nature, has its subsistence in the impassible LogoS.43 
Faith in the mystery of Christ demands from us the following confession: 

The Logos has clothed his eternal hyposlaJis, which existed before the human nature, and 
the fleshless nature which existed before the ages in the last ages with flesh, and hypostatically 
inserted the human nature into his own hypostasis and not into that of a simple human 
being.44 

In this way the verbs UCPfOT11J.1.1 and U71oO'Tcival with the prefix tv become 
the technical expression for 'to cause to subsist in', and in the second 
aorist for 'to subsist in'. Here the history of a great christological concept 
begins. Related word-formations now multiply. 

(c) 7lpoO'w71071oufiv = 'to personalize', 'to make the person', to take 

41. Ibid., 1532C10-12: r}nourauBwc; ydp ,ua..uov I,J,OV, /j Kai rwv 6,uo(wv Kard 
q,VUIV tJlaKp{VBIV rd dro,ua 16((1. dn'dHrf).wv, Kai Ka8'ar}rd 6BIKvuelv iKaurov. 

42. Idem, eN VII, 2: PG 86, 1761AB; not to be confused with this is the expansion of 
tvvnouraroc; = real, actual, to uvvevvnouraroc;, as it is present in eN V, 30: PG 86, 
1749D1-D5. On tvvnourarot; see below. 

43. Mem, CN VD, 6: PG 86. 1768C: 1) npouOeOIt; u,t; aapKoc; atlr~ npoue().'l11TaI. 
tvvnoarQua r~ dnafJer ar}rijJ 1) llaO'rrit (utip~). The assumed flesh is taken up into the hypostasis 
of the Logos and thus has its /typosulJu in it. 

44. Idem, eN V, 28: PG 86, 1748D: atlrii rij 161(1. U1l0ardU81 ... '1"1)11 dvOpanre(all q,uu/v 
BvvntC1T1/uclI. . • 
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into the unity of the person or to bestow personality. 45 As the unity 
of the hypostasis is synonymous with the unity of the prosopon, the 
formation of this word is easily understandable christologically. 

(d) The henosis as synthesis - Christos synthetos. Synthesis is one of the 
oldest words in the history of the interpretation of the unity in Christ, 
as Origen showed us. Sergius Scholasticus, to the anger of Patriarch 
Severus, takes pleasure in this.46 With Leontius of Jerusalem (and then 
Justinian), christology really becomes a 'confession of the synthesis of the 
natures':7 The opposite of synthesis is the pure parathesis.48 

(e) Expanded descriptions. On the basis of this clarified understanding 
of the taking of Christ's human nature under the hypostasis of the Logos, 
there occurred further formulations of an understandable kind: 'to 
transfer one nature into another hypostasis' which only God, as the creator 
of nature and hypostasis, can do.49 Or: 'We may say that the humanity 
of the Saviour does not have a subsistence of its own (tv lO,aCorJun 
V1l0UTauel), but from the very beginning subsisted in the hypostasis of 
the Logos. 'so In any case the idea of the insubsistence of the aprosopic 
human nature in the hypostasis of the Logos is contrasted with any henosis 
'in the nature and corresponding to the nature'. 

(f) Verbal adjectives with the root (vcb)fuT'IJ.l1 (uTaTo~). The word­
formations which have as their starting-point the verbal adjective from 
fUT1IJ.lI, uTaTo~ together with various prepositions are extraordinarily 
rich, for example. eVI)1l0UraTO~, dvv1lou-ra-ro~. UVl'v1loU'Z"a-ro~; or com­
posites too, like IOIOV1l0UTa-rOt; I e-repov1lou-ra-ror;. As we already know. 
we have to be particularly careful in interpreting these terms. They can 
lead to rash conclusions. The Nestotian takes advantage of this state of 
affairs. 51 For him it is a question of proving two hypostases in the one 
Christ: on the one hand Christ is consubstantial (homoousios) with the 
Father, on the other hand also with King David. The twofold homoousios 

45. Idem. eN v, 25: PG 86, 1748A: TfI >,dp loll} v1fOUtauel avntv [= uapKa] dvelA-"q,ciJe;, 
t1fpou(J)1fo1fo("uev: by the Logos taking up tne flesh into his own hypostasis, he hypostatized 
and personalized it. Cf. A. Basdekis, op. cil., 24-5 . The verb named above means as much as 
r) ele; 1lpouCJJ1fOV lV(J)ule; (eN III, 8: PG 86, 1636A). 

46. On Sergius Scholasticus see above, pp. 118-20. 
47. Leontius Jer., eN I, Prooemium: PG 86, 1401A: 6jJoA-oy(a t;'C; trov q,VUIl(J)V uvvOtue(J)C;. 

Besides the substantive there is also the verb UVVt(OlluOal. His fondness for playing with synthetos 
and other words finds expression particularly in eN IV, 3: PG 86, 1657 A. The concept 
uvutaulC; or the verb uvutaval is related to the tenn synthesis: eN IV, 3: PG 86, 1657C: tK 
Aoyov yap d,o(ov Kai uapKoc; V1l0XPovov, 6 6.eu1f0trte; r)jJrov XpIUtOC; cUoe; uVVtUt"KIl. 

48. Idem, eN I, 1: PG 86, 1409B. 
49. Idem, eN II, 35: PG 86, 1593C: jJlltatlOtval q,VUIV tlva ete; tttpav v1l0UtaUlv. 
50. Idem, eN II, 14: PG 86, 1568A. 
51. Cf. idem, eN II, 5: PG 86, 154OAB. 
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is balanced as on scales: as the Logos has his own hypostasis (1OlIdtv 
linou't'aulv) vis-Clovis the Father, so as a human being he must also have 
one vis-a-vis David. It is impossible, he says, that the human being Jesus 
is without his own hypostasis vis-Clovis King David, 'for the non-hypostatic 
cannot properly be consubstantial with the enhypostatic [= which David 
is], . S2 Once again we encounter the tempting antithesis etlltypostatos­
anllypostatos. What is placed in opposition here does not yet lead beyond 
the previously known interpretation of the two adjectives. It is a ques­
tion of the simple realization that what is 'anhypostatic', that is, that 
which does not have any reality, cannot be consubstantial with the 
'enhypostatic', that is, the real. This is confirmed a little later in CN 
II, 10, with a slight variation of the same objection. 

If the Orthodox (Leontius) accepts 'that the human being Jesus 
subsists, that is, exists, but does not have or is not a hypostasis, how 
is a contradiction not taught, if one says that the existent is anhypostatic, 
that is, does not have reality'?S3 For the Nestorian himself the solution 
is clear; to have an entire human nature is the same as having an existing, 
real nature, not an anhypostatic one, but also the same as having a 
hypostatic nature which subsists in itself. If the Chalcedonians refuse to 
denote the human nature of Christ as a hypostasis, then this means for 
the Nestorian that as nature it is unreal, an anhypostaton. Leontius of 
Jerusalem counters as follows: 

We do not want to show the anthropos kyriakos as anhypostatic - not at all - but also 
not as idiohypostatic [with its own hypostasis). that is. as separated from the Logos. For who 
doubts the fact that it is not the same thing to call something anhypostatic and 
idiohypostatic?s4 

In other words, when we grant reality to the human nature of Christ, 
we do not immediately make it a nature subsisting in itself, or a 
hypostasis, as the Nestorian understands it. If the human nature of Christ 
is thus not an 'own hypostasis' (idiohypostatos), as the Nestorian intends, 
it is still not anhypostatic, which Leontius of Jerusalem now explicitly 
interprets as 'not being at all'. 55 But we shall wait in vain for the 
famous en hypostatos , with the alleged meaning of 'subsisting in', to be 
inserted between the extremes 'own hypostasis' and 'not-hypostatic' as the 
solution. There had been the same opportunity for this word in CN II, 

52. Idem. CN II. 5: PG 86. 1540A9-10: TO ydp dvonOO'TaTOV Tep tvonoO'rQ'Up 6",oovO'lov 
nore ollx dv ).ex8e~". 

53. Idem. CN II. 10: PG 86. 1556A1-3. 
54. Ibid .• 1556A4-8. 
55. Ibid .• 1556AI0: 6)'CI)~ ",it eival. 
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5 (PG 86, 1540AB). To the equation by the Nestorian of 'twofold 
homoousios in Christ = twofold hypostasis', Leontius places in opposition 
the other equation 'twofold homoousios = two natures'. These 'two 
natures' are for the Nestorian admittedly a sophisma. 56 For a solution 
Leontius certainly grasps the word enhypostatos, but without changing 
its meaning (real). There too it forms the counter-term to 
anhypostatos = unreal, not existing, and thus must also be translated as 
real, existing. This conclusion is confirmed by the fact that enhypostatos 
is stated of the Father as the first hypostasis of the Trinity.57 In short, 
enhypostatos means here once again 'real', and it is related only to Christ's 
two natures. Thus it follows that the acknowledgement of divinity 
and humanity in Christ as enhypostata does not mean that they are 
idiohypostata, that is, that each constitutes its own proper hypostasis. For 
Leontius of Jerusalem, Christ is only one hypostasis in the real two 
natures. He excludes two characterizations for the humanity of Christ: 
/tj,ov1COU'fa'fo(; and t'fepOV1COU'fa'fO~. 58 In eN II, 13 there seems to be 
a last chance for the interpretation of enhypostatos as 'subsisting in' 
(another hypostasis).59 

The two natures, we say, subsist in one and the same hypostasis,60 admittedly not as if one 
of the two could be in it anhypostatically, but rather that both can subsist in the one common 
hypostasis, and each of the two (natures) in one and the same hypostasis, whereby each (of the two 
natures) is enhypostatic. For in order to be something, it is necessary that this same thing 
is also wholly on its own. If the natures have being, they must also subsist (= exist) and 
be enhypostatic. But because they are not independent of each other, since admittedly a union 
has occurred between them, it is not necessary that each of the two exists on its own 
(/J(v. vq,suTt//C{va/). Thus it is clear that the two enhypostata (= the two natures) must not 
be heterohypostata (= hypostasis beside hypostasis), but are thought as being in one and the 
same hypostasis. 61 

There is no doubt that in this text there is talk of subsistence, even of 

56. Idem, eN II, 5: PG 86, 1540B. 
57. Ibid., PG 86, 1540D2: TiP ITaTpl TiP tvuxOUTaTqJ OJlOOVCJlOC;. Neither for the Nestorian 

nor for Leontius ofJerusalem is the Father 'insubsisting' in another hypostasis. It is only a question 
of his reality in the divine nature, through which he is consubstantial with the Son. 

58. Ibid., PG 86, 154OC8 and D9: the humanity of Christ is not 'its own hypostasis' nor 
'another hypostasis'. 

59. Idem, eN II, 13: PG 86, 1561B8-C9. 
60. Ibid., PG 86, 1561B8-9: TdC; ydp Jvo q,VUSIC; tv JllP /Cal Tfl aliTfl vxouTausi UYOJlBV 

dq,(uTau8al. • • 
61. Ibid., PG 86, 1561C7-9: .1flA.oV obv ,hi oliX IITsp(lImOUTaTov slval, dU'llv JllP /Cal Til 

alirfi VXOUTaUSI vosia8al dJlq,oiv aliTWlI TO tvuxdCITaTOV Jei. Shortly before: the two natur~s 
have a common hypostasis. And in one and the tame IJypOSIDsis is each an enhypostaton, that is, 
has its own reality (1561B10-13). In the background is still the statement from eN II, 5: PG 86, 
1544A10-11: 'Each hypostasis is separate in its own monad' (xuua vxdarauIC; Ilv rft JlovaJ, 
Ilauriic; Jla/Cp(vs/). 
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subsistence in, as one can perceive from the italicized lines. The word 
enhypostaton also seems to be included in this. But if one looks more closely, 
it still retains its old meaning of 'real' or 'existing'; it still stands in opposi­
tion to anhypostatos, meaning 'unreal'. For the objection of the Nestorian 
still hangs in the air: if the human nature of Christ is not a hypostasis on 
its own account and in itself, it is anhypostatic, that is, without existence. 
When in contrast Leontius of Jerusalem sees two enhypostata in the one 
hypostasis of the Logos, he characterizes them both as real. 62 

We have established that the adjective enhypostaton also in Leontius of 
Jerusalem retains its old meaning: real, having reality. Even an expanded 
neologism, which Leontius attempts with avv-ev-v7toararo~, does not 
proceed beyond this. 63 It is a question of clarifying the significations 
flesh, human being, divinity in the one Christ. It is in this context that 
the expression appears: in Christ the 'divinity' is syn-en-hypostatos with 
'flesh' and 'human being', which the Latin translation inappropriately 
renders as consubstantialis, because elsewhere it still stands for homoousios. 
What no doubt is meant is that the divinity in Christ is as co-real as 
the human nature. 

(g) Some further word formations: Leontius of Jerusalem's pleasure 
in new expressions was unrestrained. We shall mention only a few 
neologisms which by themselves are easy to understand: 

(i) with vq,(ar'l/.ll, araro~: ';laV7tOararo~ = dyhypostatic (eN II, 5: 
PG 86, 1544B); trepov7toararo~ = having another hypostasis 
(1540D). 

(ii) with q,val~ in eN II, 35: PG 86, 1593C: 

(1) J.lovoq,v1j~ = in one nature; ';lq,V1j~ = in two natures. As pre­
existent Logos Christ has a J.lovoq,vt~ 7tpoaamov (prosopon in one 
nature), after the incarnation a ';lq,Vt~ 7tpoaw7tov (prosopon in two 
natures); the human physis in him is d7tpoaw7tOr; (without prosopon). 

(2) Before the union the sarx of Christ did not exist, but it became 
nature in being co-nature with the supernature (that is, the Logos), as 
in eN I, 14: PG 86, 1457C (q,vm, Kai aVJ.lq,V1lal, rijJ v7tepq,vei). Here 
this is an imitation of Ps. Dionysius. 

(3) The characterization of the confessors of the mia-physis formula as 
J.ll(,oq,vairal, mixers of natures, sounds derisive. 64 

62. Thus above the translation must be 'whereby each [of the two natures] is real' [instead 
of 'enhypostatic']. 

63. Leontius Jet., CN V, 30: PG 86, 1749D1-5. 
64. Idem, CM: PG 86, 1841B; 1889B; eN I, 49: PG 86, 1512A2. 
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II. SYNTHESIS 

If this heading is given to indicate the theme of the second section, it 
is merely a signpost to mark the central points and goal of Leontius of 
Jerusalem's efforts; it is not our intention to say that he developed a 
systematic christology. In the first place he is a speculative theologian, 
who more energetically than his predecessors and contemporaries tackles 
the task posed by Chalcedon, which until then had not been completely 
resolved. This is the task of showing the henosis in Christ as the synthesis 
in hypostasi et secundum hypostasim, thus as a unity which leaves the two 
natures in their intactness, connecting them, however, entitatively, 
without this resulting in a new nature. It is still a question of justifying 
the Chalcedonian formula in its pre-philosophical, but very successful 
form: Jesus Christ, one and the same, perfect in divinity, the same perfect 
also in humanity. We can also say that he has still to come to terms 
with the question of how the custom of the earlier Church can be 
justified, viz. the custom of expressing the mystery of the incarnation 
of the Son of God in the rules of the so-called communicatio idiomatum, 
of the communication of properties, or of the praedicatio idiomatum, the 
attribution of divine and human predicates to one and the same 
subject. The problem of Nestorius is still very acute, as Leontius 
gathers from the writing to which he attempts to respond in his Contra 
Nestorianos (eN). 

What is new is that he makes a decided attempt to arrive at an 
ontology of the Chalcedonian formula of the one hypostasis and the 
one prosopon, by having recourse to the concepts introduced by the 
Cappadocians, Basil and Gregory of Nyssa, and to some extent by 
carrying further initiatives that we were able to discern among the 
Chalcedonians and neo-Cha1cedonians after 451. If we now hear of an 
ontology of the Cha1cedonian formula, we should not switch off from 
the very start and presuppose the uselessness of such an attempt. The 
task of the historian must be to join in the tentative exploration of the 
Fathers in an almost impassable area, that of the speculative justification 
of Cha1cedon, and to follow step by step their efforts to understand the 
faith. We shall see that Leontius of Jerusalem discovered a good clue. 
We may also believe that he understood his task as a believing 
theologian, indeed as a Chalcedonian theologian. This is revealed by an 
outline of his main christological thesis, which he himself describes as 
the Canon of Orthodoxy.65 We shall place it at the beginning.66 

65. Idem, eN II, 14: PG 86, 1568C9. 
66. For the whole text see ibid., 1568AB-CI0. 
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1. The interpretation of the unity in Christ 

The Canon of Orthodoxy 

We know of one hypostmll which i~ also common to both (natll'res). which pre-existed the 
011.$10 of the human being, being previously proper (/Jikt) to the Word in the common 
O.ISUl of the divinity. It CIe.1ted the nature (Phi'slll) of tbe kyrlakos orrt},ropos67 for iLsdf, and 
embraced it (uuvdV/Qaa) and took: it together with its own nature (physis). At the 
rune time it began to b a hypostasis of th nature of the 1lesh and to be from its own 
(A{ Mil';',) [and simple hypostasis] tbe common [hypostasis] and was constituted as 
multifaceted. 

For the Irypostasis of the Logos now is n.ot distinguished (JuJKplvBTal) as it previously was 
by a single iJlomJl in the birth from both the "Father ;rnd (through the difference of tbe 
'.ypos/as/s) the Spirit. but also from being fr.om more narw·es and abounding in nalunl and 
personal idlomata . (There follows a [ejection of the repmach that in this way a fourth person 
is added to the Trinity.] But jf the "yprulasls was added to the flesh before it asswned it. 
which 110 one would assert in an ortbodox manner.68 how. after the assumption. t11at is 
after it remains in both assu\lled and assuming. can it remain in it and a di!tinction of each 
be preserved from the other, which constitutes the /typostasis? 

The.tefore it is necessary to underst;md correctly that the nnture of the Logos is common 
with the Father aud the Spirit. but the ftyposliIsis is individual (IOIK,,) with regard both to 
the Pather and the Spirit ~nd to all human beings not born from the boly Virgin, and it 
is common only with tbe1lesh taken by the Word from the ,I.e%kos. And again it is necessary 
to Wlderstllnd correctly that this flesh from tbe holy tJlI:%kos 1m a commonality with ours 
with respect to natUIe, and is common 10 all who come from Adam. but with respect to 
the Ilypostasis it is individual (/"/lett) with rCg:ltd to us and the -Pather and the Spirit. being 
common only with the Word. This canon of orthodoxy is transmitted to us by the 
theologians. 

This is the way the Chalcedonian confession 69 appears, after the 
theologians have become conscious of the task of distinguishing more 
sharply between physis and hypostasis, and of locating in the Logos-subject 
the concept of hypost,asis which has now been worked out. Worthy of 
notice is the fact that Leontius of Jerusalem achieved the clarification of 
his Chalcedonian language in discussion above all with the Nestorians, 
while Leontius of Byzantium went through a similar process in discus­
sions with the Severans. For this reason each of them places the accent 
in a different place: Leontius of Jerusalem extends the understanding 
of the one hypostasis, while Leontius of Byzantium builds up the two-

67. On the signincation of the incarnate Logos as kyriakos anthropos in Leontius .of Jerusalem 
see A. Grillmeier •• '0 KVPIQKO, dv8p(J)7CO,. Eine Studie zu einer christologischen Bezeichnung 
der Vaterzeit', Trod 33 (1977) (1-63). 47-51. 

68. Here ODe could think of a polemic against Leontiu! of Byzantium, who thought that 
it was possible that gn already existing human being could be taken up into the prosopon-unity 
of the Logos. although he himself was not prepared to hold this . Cf. above Leontius of Byz., 
Bpi! 8: PG 86, 1944CD. 

69. Alth.ough Leontius of Jerusalem interprets the Chalcedonian formula. he does not mention 
the Council. 
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natures teaching. The real advance which appears to have been achieved 
consists in the fact that the concept of enhypostasis or insubsistence has 
emerged formally and is used to explain the unity of the subject in 
Christ, in the duality of the natures. But how does the Logos-subject 
realize his hypostatic function vis-a-vis the human nature of Christ? Does 
Leontius of Jerusalem have a useful explanation of this? This topic must 
first be approached on the basis of his concept of hypostasis. 

(a) The Olflology of the enhypostasis 
The Basilian concept of hypostasis is still operative in Leontius of Jeru­
salem. Hypostasis is the ousia, the essence, individualized by idiomata. The 
weakness of this approach is that its model is construed too physically. 
The concept of hypostasis is derived from things in nature, from the ens 
physicum coneretum, and is intended to fit the anorganic and the organic, 
the material and the spiritual nature in the same way. But for this reason 
the concept is overtaxed. Thus when we investigate the way in which the 
unity of the hypostasis occurs, this is also purely physical. We shall study 
this in CN II, 7, where the intention is to exclude the unity in Christ 
occurring in the Nestorian manner as henosis of two existing hypostases.7o 

On the contrary, becoming. and subsisting coincide [in the case of the human nature of 
Christli we acknowledge, however. that it is Dot in 3 "ypostasls proper to itself alone, that 
is, that of a simple human being, but in the nypOS145/s of the l-og05 which- p:re-exist~ iI . In 
it the Logos also grasped the particularities and idioIllQ(/J of the human nature; in the coming 
together of two natures he showed olle prosoPCl/I, both from the two natures as well as through 
tbe piling up of the characteristics of each of the two essences, and thus proved bimself to 
be the One from the holy Trinity. 

To solve the Nestorian difficulty Leontius of Jerusalem attempts to 
proceed, so it seems, along the same path that Cyril, Severus and all 
the supporters of the formula 'from two natures' took: only in theoria 
or 'in thought' are the two natures to be accepted before the union; 
really, de facto there exists for them in Christ only the 'one incarnate 
nature' .71 Leontius of Jerusalem as well seems to proceed in this way: 
before the union and without it the humanity of Christ too would be, 
in theoria, in its idiomata, thus a hypostasis. But it is allowed no time to 
be a hypostasis for itself. 72 That this is behind his reflections follows 
from the continuation of the text of CN II, 7. 73 

70. Leontius Jer., eN II, 7: PG 86, 1552D. 
71. Cf. idem, eM 58: PG 86, 1801AB: tv tmvo({1. 
72. Cf. idem, eN II, 14: PG 86, 1568B: the human nature was never outside the hypoS145is 

of the Logos. 
73. Idem, eN II, 7: PG 86, 1552D-1553A. 
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He [Christ) is in reality only one single, non-human hyposf4sis. For he has the divine nature 
with its (divine) idiomata. But he is not only in the divine idiomata. In addition to the divine 
he is overrich in particularities, which are gathered to him through the assumption of the 
new (second) nature. 

Before the human idiomata of the human nature of Christ could 
impart hypostatic character, they were already appropriated to the divine 
subject. 74 To what audacious conclusions Leontius sees himself obliged 
by this fundamental assumption will be indicated later. First of all against 
many a malicious suspicion he has to secure this idea of his of the 
taking over of the human characteristics into the Logos-subject. For the 
following doubts arise: 

(1) According to this idea, is not hypostasis still united with hypostasis, 
so that the result is two hypostases? The theme raised in CN I, 20 75 is 
still present. In response Leontius says that there is only one hypostasis 
active, the divine. It does not experience any composition with another 
finished hypostasis, but only an enrichment of its divine idiomata by the 
idiomata of the human nature. Christ is thus not a synthesis of two 
hypostases. 76 

(2) Does there not occur a synthesis according to nature, if the human 
physis is united to the godhead? Reply: Christ is not a synthesis of the 
two natures which become one physis. Rather what happens is only 
something in the idiomata of the hypostasis of the Logos: they are in fact 
to some extent 'more composed' than before the incarnation, without 
the hypostasis as such being changed. n 

(3) In CN I, 42 there is a similar reply to the objection of the 
Nestorians, which says that in Chalcedonian teaching the nature of God 
receives an increase (npoa(J1f"'I). The reply of Leontius is: 'Not the 
nature, but the hypostasis of the Logos experiences an increase.' But also 
hypostasis does not come to hypostasis; rather it is only idiomata, that is, 
'elements of the hypostasis' (ar:Olxe1a vnoa'l"cfaew~) which are united 

74. Cf. idem, CN II, 21: PG 86, 1581CD: 'the flesh has never subsisted without God (1l1t 
d8ee/) and for itself in purely its own nature'. 

75. PG 86, 1485C6-7. 
76. PG 86, 1485D. 
77. Leontius says this in CN I, 20: PG 86, 1485D4-7: 'The natures were not composed in 

mixing; there is also no composite hyposf4sis, because it is not from hypostases; rather the idioma 
of the hyposf4sis of the Logos becomes more composite (dHd C1vv8eTwTepov 16(wlla riir; TOO 
Aol'OV l'el'ovev T17r; VnOC1TQC1BWr;; the Migne text incorrectly has dH'dC1vv8eTwTBpov, which 
makes no sense). After the incarnation the simple idiomata in it [the hyposf4sis) are increased. 
This, however, effects no change, either in the nature or in the hypostasis of the Logos.' 
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with the simple idiomata of the hypostasis of the LogoS.78 Thus the 
happening of the incarnation is positioned exclusively in the region of the 
idiom. Hypostasis and nature remain without any increase. Leontius thus 
attempts to steer between Scylla and Charybdis: either one new (third) 
nature, or two hypostases. The saving factor is the new synthesis in the 
idiom of the Logos-hypostasis, which is now made clear in an analogy, 
namely 'the iron becomes fire'79 when it is put into glowing coals. 811 

Not every synthesis necessarily produces a new nature or "ypos/asis. The iron, placed In coals 
and glowing right through with Rre, shows neither a foreign nature nor g new "ypoJlasis. 
The "ypostasis of the iron and that of the fiery c031s are related in the same way. In the 
hypostasis of the iron, the nature of the fire, which considered in itself is anhypostatic,81 is 
united to the nature of the .iron, by its coming together with lhe nature (of the iron) ill 
one hypostasis.8Z 

While the natures are not mixed, only one hypostasis is formed: 'in 
the glowing metal (J.1I5t5po~) one cannot recognize two hypostases', 
he writes in eN II, 12.83 The same is true of Christ: in him there 
occurred a synthesis. in which what was previously uncombined was 
.fitted into the one hypostasis of one of the two, which at the same time 
became the hypostasis of those that were combined.84 The whole 
richness of the divine nature was thus bestowed on ours, a fact which 
presents a soteriological reference of Leontius that has still to be noted. 
He presents a type of doctrine of physical redemption. We shall see how 
his understanding of the henosis works itself out in his concrete picture 
of Christ. 

If in Leontius of Jerusalem we pay attention to the orientation which 
is predominant in the previous remarks, our gaze is always directed away 
from the sarx of Christ towards the J'ypostasis of the Logos. This is 
conditioned by the effort of the Nestorian, through stressing the idiomata 

78. Leontius Jer., eN I, 41-42: PG 86, 1501AC. The Nestorians want to concede only that 
God can unite himself with the created nature only according to the will and not according 
to the nature. Against this Leontius argues that it is possible for God equally to unite himself 
with the creature according to the will as well as according to the nature. Here Leontius uses 
the expression: t/lVUIICt} ivCJJu/(; (1501C). 

79. Idem, eN I, 49: PG 86, 1512A6: 1rvpCJJ8elc; 6 uf6'1Por;. 
80. Ibid., 1512AB. 
81. Ibid., 1512Bl-2: t/lvulr; 1rVpOr; dvv1rourarOr; ICa8'aurt}v o'bua, that is, the fire as such 

is not substantial, is not a nature existing in itself, but only a property which needs another 
nature as base. On this philosophy of nature see John Philoponus, De opif. mundi. II 1{}-11: 
Reichardt (Leipzig, 1897), 76-7. 

82. Idem, eN I, 49: PG 86, 1512B2-3: uvvere8'1 r;, t/lvuel roo uI6ptpov, UvvvTCourarOr; aur;, 
yevoJJev'I. . • 

83. Idem. eN II. 12: PG 86, 1557C. 
84. Idem, eN I, 49: PG 86, 1512B: ICara JJfav rt}v 8arepov rwv uVYICelJJevCJJv u1rouraulv. 
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of the flesh, to demonstrate that this too is a hypostasis. Leontius must 
then allow himself to wonder whether nothing 'idiomatic' at all happens 
to the sarx in the henosis. 8s His response is as follows: 

To the person who looks more exactly, it is clear that all the idiomata of the flesh of the 
Lord are held together by a total idiom 86 which encompasses all his idiomata. This is the 
following: tbe flesh has never subsisted without God (1l') d8eel) and for itself in simply its 
own nature. 87 

The being-united to the hypostasis of the Logos is now the comprehen­
sive idiom of Christ's sarx. Thus Leontius first of all continues to leave 
the accent completely on the Logos-hypostasis and to bind the flesh to 
it. This happens because he considers the principal idiom of the united 
flesh to be precisely this, tied to the Logos-subject according to subsis­
tence. This is the all-encompassing and dominant 'idiom' of this flesh, 
by which it becomes a 'this' (tlt5e). Everything which otherwise is visible 
and 'idiomatic' in the idiomata 'of this humanity in divine hypostasis' is 
the expression of this en hypostasis ,88 and is thus considered on the basis 
of the divinity. 

Whatevel ldiolllllrn appear in him individually which are other than in all (other) human 
being~, the!c are fitting for God, such as the iinles~ birth, his entire infallible life. his perfectly 
good disposition, his extraordinary power to work miracles. his knowledge surpassing 
wisdom; his perfect and supernatural vlrroe89 .•. If tbe divine works do not ever appear 
withO\ll the divine nature, the idiolllata [which show themselves in this concrete human 
nature] must be pmper to the entire hypostasls.90 

Here the fundamental tendency separating Leontius of Jerusalem &om 
his namesake Leontius of Byzantium becomes obvious: the revelation of 
the divine Logos-idiomata in the humanity of Christ has a comprehensive 
significance. It may not leave any gaps, because otherwise there is the 
danger of a duality of hypostases. Because he transposes this divinization 
into the region of the idiomata in contrast to the ousia, he believes that 
he escapes both the reproach of the 'two-persons teaching' as well as that 
of a mixing of the natures. He does not want a synthesis according to 

85. Cf. idem, eN II, 21: PG 86. 1581C-1584A. 
86. Ibid., 1581CI3-14: tvl Ka()o).,K(JJT:epcp a/f(cp aVf(ov navuLlv IJuiJJjafl. 
87. Ibid., 1581CD. 
88. Ibid. Can there still be talk of a q,rJUII; IJIK/f which Leontius, however, wants to admit? 
89. 1) naVTt).eloc; Kal vnepq,vi!c; dpwf (PG 86, 1581D), which is the language of Ps. 

Dionysius. 
90. Ibid., 1581D. 
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the nature, as the 'mixophysites' teach. The ousiai remain untouched. 91 

Only the idiomata of the divine hypostasis communicate themselves. We 
shall see how this fundamental idea of the communication of properties 
has an effect on his picture of Christ. Can he at all really exclude the 
objection of the Nestorians, which reads: If the earthly properties are 
visible in Jesus, does an earthly hypostasis result? What, for example, 
is the form and figure of the body of Christ? 

Leontius can hardly avoid the reproach of presenting purely hair­
splitting excuses, in order to escape both Nestorianism as well as 
monophysitism. But what he analyses and evaluates is nothing other 
than what is common to both parties, the Nestorians as well as the 
Chalcedonians: the Cappadocian concept of hypostasis. This proves 
insufficient for taking the Chalcedonian distinction between hypostasis 
and physis further towards an acceptable theory of henosis. Leontius of 
Jerusalem also entangles himself in difficulties regarding the theology of 
the Trinity. He makes the incarnation into an idiom in the hypostasis 
of the Logos in such a way that this is now also invoked for the relative 
distinction of the second hypostasis of the Trinity from the Father and 
the Spirit. Before the incarnation the characteristics of the pre-existent 
Logos vis-Cl-vis Father and Spirit in the Trinity are the following: being 
begotten by the Father, himself not being a begetter, not being the 
principle of origin of the Spirit. himself not proceeding in the manner 
of the Spirit. 92 After the incarnation there is added to the idiomata of 
the Logos, 'to be incarnate'. This is now an idioma hypostatikon of the 
Logos, 'which adds to the prosopon of the same a differentiating and 
original (autogenomenon) property, by which he is distinguished from the 
Father and the Spirit, who are one and the same as him in nature'.93 
Through this addition of a new property to the simple idiomata of 
the Logos no 'counting' is introduced into his hypostasis.9

• 

91. This still remains the case for Leontius of Jerusalem, when he characterizes the becoming 
of the human nature of Jesus in Mary as ousiosis, the uniting of this human nature with the 
Logos, however, as synousiosis. Cf. CN IV, 17: PG 86, 1684B. He speaks in the same passage 
of the synthetos Christos. Cf. the similar language of Leontius of Byzantium, CNE: PG 86, 
1352Cl1-12. 

92. Leontius Jer., CN II, 24: PG 86, 1585C. In CN I, 20: PG 86, 1485B the Logos is still 
ascribed a function in the proceeding of the Spirit. He is Jla1rOp(JlJevTtf~ of the Holy Spirit, 
which recalls the old formula that the Spirit proceeds from the Father through the Son. 

93. Iaem, CN I, 28: PG 86, 1493D. 
94. Iaem, CN II, 24: PG 86, 158502-3. 
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(b) The union in Christ as synthesis 
In the interpretation of the henosis Leontius of Jerusalem assigns a 
particular function to the word synthesis. 95 One may suspect that he 
saw himself induced to do this not only by external reasons. Rather it 
seemed to him that from the very nature of the matter this concept was 
especially suited for making his idea of the 'manifold hypostasis'96 which 
was 'common' to the Logos and the flesh possible and to sustain it. For 
had he wanted to seek only a particularly expressive word to establish 
the unity, perhaps another choice would have suggested itself; one can 
think, for example. of Cyril or Severus. Or he could simply have stayed 
with the word henosis. It is interesting that in the word synthesis he finds 
the word henosis is made more precise.97 

For the henosis, which is not also synthesis, must be considered either as local juxtaposition 
(KaTd napd.8£alv T01rlKrtV) (for example, a stone set in a gold ring, or two neighbouring 
countries like Judea and Samaria98

) or as [connection] by virtue of a moral relationsbip99 

or as physical (family) relationship (for example, parents-children; individual living things 
of the same kind; archetype-image).l00 

Thus according to Leontius of Jerusalem, synthesis expresses an 
entitative unity, that is, 'the synthesis of the divine and the human 
natures'.101 At the same time the compositum synthesis enables the two 
natures to be brought into play. 

In the foreword to the eN Leontius describes the theme of his 
work. 102 He develops this on the basis of eight reproaches of the 
Nestorian against the Chalcedonian formula of the one hypostasis in two 
natures. The first reproach states summarily, 'that we do not think 
correctly about the synthesis of the divine and the human natures'. 103 

95. Cf. also P. T. R. Gray, 'Leontius of Jerusalem's Case of a "Synthetic" Union in Christ', 
StudPat 18,1 (Kalamazoo, Michigan, 1985), 151-4. 

96. Leontius Jer., eN II, 14: PG 86, 1568A: V1l. KOIV1} - 1l0lKIA,CJJTBpa. 
97. Idem, eN III, 8: PG 86, 1632D-1633A. 
98. One has seen in this example a reference to the original homeland or also the actual sojourn 

of Leontius in Palestine; a migration to Constantinople is not excluded by this. 
99. KaTd 1lpOalp£T/K1}v axBalv. Wbat is meant is the Nestorian 'connection through 

relation' among human beings or of human beings to God. 
100. In these examples it is a matter of separate persons or things. 
101. Leontius Jer., eN I prooem.: PG 86, 1400A. 
102. Ibid.: PG 86, 1400A-1401A. 
103. To this alleged false understanding of synthesis belong in the mind of the Nestorian 

furthermore. (2) the unity of the two natures in the hypostasis; (3) the uniqueness of the sonship; 
(4) the title tlleotokO$; (5) the lack of the teaching of the psi/os arrlhropos; (6) the lack of the title 
tlreophoms alltl"opos; (7) the formula 'one of the Trinity suffered'; (8) in general the acceptance 
of the hellosls kalh'hypIISI45/II . 
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On this account Leontius puts forward particular demands for the use 
of this word. 104 

(1) Negatively: it is not permissible to speak 
(a) of a 'composite nature' (physis synthetos) , 105 because in this mixing 

would be expressed. We recall how unwilling Severus was, vis-a-vis the 
suggestion of Sergius Scholasticus, to confess an ousia synthetos in 
Christ; 106 

(b) of a 'synthesis of the hypostases',10? which would be Nestorianism; 
(c) of a 'composite hypostasis' (hypostasis synthetos);108 for Christ is 

'not from hypostases'. 
(2) Positively: only one formulation is allowed: 'the natures experience 

a composition according to the hypostasis'. 109 This occurs, however, by 
reason of the fact that the idiom of the hypostasis of the Logos experiences 
a composition through the incarnation and the assumption of the human 
nature. 110 Once again it is then stressed that, through this shifting of 
the event of synthesis into the idiomata, the physis and the hypostasis itself 
are excepted from synthesis and change. 111 

Leontius of Jerusalem has thus carefully delimited the use of the term 
synthesis. This must be noted for the later history of the term in the era 
of Justinian. 112 

(c) Hellenistic and biblical interpretation of the incarnation 
The efforts of Leontius of Jerusalem to defend the 'one hypostasis of 
Christ in two natures', which we have just presented, should not be 
dismissed as due to Hellenism. Against the mia-physis tradition Chalcedon 
and even Nestorianism had something important to defend: the com­
pleteness of the human nature, of the human being of Christ. The more 
one confessed it, the more the difficulty increased in interpreting and 
showing the true unity in the hypostasis. The objections of the Nestorian 
in the eN meant a serious discussion of the Chalcedonian solution, a 
discussion which went the whole way. Was it at all possible, by way 
of Greek ontology, to find an explanation for the ecclesial faith in the 

104. Leontius Jer., eN I, 20: PG 86, 148SAD. 
lOS. Ibid., 148S03-4. 
106. Cf. above, pp. 116-20. 
107. 148SC8. 
108. 148SDS. 
109. 148SD2-3: Kara 'I'I}v vnoC1raC1lv obv raie; l/luC1eC1lv t) C1uv8eC1Ie;. 
110. 148SD: C1lJv8erwrepov /t5fw/-la rite; roD AoyolJ YByovev vnoC1raC1eWe;. 
111. 148SD9-10. 
112. Cf. M. Richard, 'Leonce et Pamphile', in Op. Min. III, no. S8, p.38. 
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incarnation, an explanation that may still be cautious, but could still to 
some extent be reassuring? Was it not shown to be impossible from the 
very beginning, if Christ, the God-human being, was represented as a 
synthesis from the infinite-finite? The Nestorian places the problem in 
this perspective. 113 

What is united with another becomes this either as whole with a whole or as part with 
a part, or as part with a whole. To speak otherwise of union is impossible. Now in the 
case of the infinite one can speak neither of a whole nor of a part. Hence the God-Logos, 
because infinite, is not united with the human being from us;114 if he is united, he is 
composite an4 finite, which is godless. 

Leontius gets involved in this great theme,115 being conscious of the 
fact that it is an 'enormous' question. The sole escape open to him is 
to refer to God's creative power with regard to being, which alone can 
make such a synthesis possible . 

. . . Could not God, who had devised all that exists and all their compositions (avvfJeallll;) 
and had made them exist and to be what they were (elvaf re a6rd, Kal rO/waJe elval), 
produce and devise for himself a newer and closer composition than those known to us, 
intending on behalf of what exists to join himself to one of those existing, and to make 
known to them a hitherto unknown manner [of union]?116 

In this way Leontius achieves a formulation which goes beyond Greek 
ontology and places faith in the incarnation in a quite immense perspec­
tive. Indeed the monk reverses the objection of the Nestorian and says 
that the immensity of the infinite only becomes evident when it engages 
in finitude.ll7 

Otherwise there is nothing so big for the infinite if it is not contained by the finite [reference 
to the heavenly bodies]. But if unhindered in its entirety and in its infinity, it can go 
(xcopijaal) into the smaller object which is circumscribed by it, while being in no way 
cramped (arevoxcopovlJevoc;), this happens really because of a natural power enclosing the 
infinite with no constraint at all nor circumscribing [its ability] to effect what it wants. 

With these words one is reminded of the inscription on the tomb of 
Ignatius of Loyola quoted by Holderlin: Non coerce'; maximo, contine'; 
tamen a minimo divinum est. 118 

113. Cf. Leontius Jer., CN I, 1: PG 86, 1401B; cf. I, 48: PG 86, 1505D-1512A; from 1509B 
application of the question to Christ. 

114. This formulation returns again in I, 1: PG 86, 1413A7-8: 06K dpa avverefJ" 6 eeOC; 
AoyoC; rijJ t{ t'tIJWV dvfJpdJ1up. 

115. In the chapter just mentioned, CN I, 48. 
116. Ibid., I, 1: PG 86, 1413AB. 
117. Ibid.: PG 86, 1412AB. 
118. Cf. H. Rahner, 'Die Grabschrift des Loyola', in idem, Ignatius von Loyola au Mensch und 

Theologe (Freiburg, Basel, Vienna, 1964) (422-40), 424. 
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In support of his opinion Leontius cites Colossians 2,9: 'For in him 
alone dwells the whole fulness of the godhead bodily.' By the choice 
of the expression 'enter into' (xwpeiv) , 119 he nevertheless has recourse 
to the interpretation of the henosis by the perichoresis of divinity and 
humanity, which he has already transcended by his idea of insubsistence. 
This, however, is not rescinded. More significant is the discovery that, 
in order to explain the possibility of a synthesis of finite and infinite, as 
it is realized in the Incarnate One, 'the Christian faith and the Hebrew 
teaching>120 from their foundations and in their main features must be 
brought into play. In this way the biblical-Christian concept of God and 
Christian anthropology are appealed to. They flow together to form 
what we can call Leontius of Jerusalem's picture of Christ. 

2. Leontius of Jerusalem's picture of Christ 

From the clear insight into the nature of the henosis in Christ as a union 
in the Logos-subject and according to the subject, in contrast to a nature 
synthesis (unio in natura et secundum naturam) , one may expect that 
Leontius of Jerusalem knows how to preserve the unmingling of the 
natures in sketching his picture of Christ. To some extent he is also 
successful where he allows himself to be guided by biblical christology. 
If Philippians 2,5-11 does not appear often in his writings, nevertheless, 
together with other passages,121 it plays a significantly powerful role to 
allow the kenosis in the total interpretation of the life and person of Jesus 
to show to advantage. In view of the fact that he is examining the 
writing of the Nestorian, we shall also appreciate that the divinity of 
Christ will be strongly accented. Thus, for instance, eN V, 1 offers a 
good example of a fairly balanced picture of Christ. Jesus of Nazareth 
has not ascended in steps to being God, as Leontius renders the teaching 
of the Nestorian; he is from the very beginning in the womb of the 
Virgin the hypostatic unity of Logos and sarx. 

At the same time, however, it was the will of the Logos himself, in the full living through 
of the flesh even to his physical size, to be poor (with us) ... Not through robbery or 
injustice, but in justice and in living through a pure life, after the death of the flesh the 

119. PG 86, 1412A15. The perichoresis is the manner of the insubsistence. 
120. See the important conclusion of CN I, 1: PG 86, 1413BC. To be noted in particular 

are the two expressions avvOeUl<; TWV dVTCOV and Td miVTa avvOeTa. 
121. It is a question of Phil 2,5-11; 1 Cor 2,8 in tension with Mt 16,16; Mk 1,1; Jn 17,5; 

12,28. In CN V, 23: PG 86, 1745B the Nestorian and Chalcedonian interpretations of Phil 2,5-11 
are placed in opposition to each other; the Nestorians perceive in it the two hypostases of Christ; 
Leontius deduces from it the Chalcedonian teaching of the one Logos in two natures. 
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Logos, who created everything in the word, wanted to raise humanity united with him as 
the first-born of spiritual immortality and eternal honour and beatitude. 122 

On account of the hypostatic unity the revelation of the divinity 
always has to proceed at once with the proof of genuine humanity. The 
whole life of Jesus is thus revelation of his two natures: birth,l23 
death,124 and resurrection. l25 Leontius of Jerusalem resists the tempta­
tion to which, according to Leontius of Byzantium, the Chalcedonian 
aphthartics succumbed,126 viz. to deduce from the substantial union 
the immediate uncorruptedness and superiority to suffering of the 
body of Christ. Both remain reserved for the state of elevation. 127 Jesus 
proclaims and reveals himself in a twofold regard, as glorified and as 
stripped of glory. The divinization of the humanity of Christ is only 
perfect with the resurrection. l28 It confers the aphtharsia and the eleva­
tion to rule the universe (KOUJ,lOV KaTaxpdT"ql~).129 

In spite of this fundamental distance from the contemporary 
Chalcedonian aphthartics, and despite his preserving the human historical 
reality ofJesus, Leontius ofJerusalem does not embrace that sober picture 
of Christ which his namesake from Byzantium drew. l30 Rather in his 
sketching of the figure of Christ he gives such a significant role to 
miracles and the miraculous that in certain features he comes close to 
the aphthartic supranaturalism which we have depicted. Thus for his 
picture of Christ he simply puts forward the fundamental proposition: 
'in no regard is there (in Christ) anything of him or about him which 
can be thought of as stripped of the divinity'. 131 Does the kenosis never 

122. LeontiusJeI., CNV,I: PG86,1724C. 
123. Idem, CN II, 21: PG 86, 1581D. 
124. Idem, CM 33: PG 86, 1789AB. 
125. Idem, CM 39: PG 86, 1792D-1793A. CN V, 2: PG 86, 1725B. In particular 1725C 

shows the combination of divinity and humanity, of suffering and glorification. 
126. See above, pp.213-17. 
127. Leontius Jer., CN V, 1: PG 86, 1724C: tavrov 6 lvt5o~oC; dJ.la /Cal dt5o~ov 

dVaK"pPITClJV; cf. In 12,16; 13,31. 
128. Idem, CN IV, 37: PG 86, 1712A: 'The Logos is God according to nature, the flesh, 

however, (is not God according to nature, but) is divinized in its nature of flesh after the resurrec­
tion to the fullest extent (elc; ro 1lavreUc;).' 

129. Cf. idem, CN V, 1: PG 86, 1724D. Here too it is emphasized that the truth of the flesh 
is not annulled, but is only transferred into a higher state. On the other hand the incarnation 
signifies no change of the divinity. In the whole history of Jesus the two natures remain 
preserved. 

130. Cf. Leontius Byz., CA: PG 86, 1336BC; CNE: PG 86, 1352C-1353A. 
131. Leontius JeI., CN IV, 37: PG 86, 1712A: oMt /Card loyov rlvd, rl rwv atlrov 11 nepi 

atlTwv YVJ.lVOV /Caravo~o'Q/ (Jeor"roc;. Latin: nihil . . . vacuum divinitate. It is not too bold to 
invoke precisely such ideas in order to explain the Christus gloriae of the Justinian era. 
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reach so deeply into the history of Christ that the divinity could be 
fully hidden? Clearly Leontius of Jerusalem here is reluctant to concede 
this. The reason for this is easily determined. It lies in his not carrying 
through consistently his own new concept of insubsistence, and in 
the continuing effect of the Basilian-Cappadocian teaching about the 
idiomata. In the concrete interpretation of the unity of the hypostasis in 
Christ, Leontius does not maintain his own theories, which could have 
shown the way out of all difficulties: (1) to distinguish clearly the union 
in the subject or in the hypostasis from the synthesis according to the 
nature; (2) to respect the execution of the union in the 'insubsisting', 
as an existential event or act, this execution being rightly appropriated 
to the creative power of God. On the basis of these theories it would 
have been possible to secure the balancing of kenosis and doxa in the one 
Christ, the incarnate Logos. The incorporation of the Basilian concept 
of hypostasis with its teaching about the idiomata was the reason that the 
new insights of Leontius ofJerusalem were not sufficiently effective. This 
needs some further clarification. 

As the concretizing and individualizing elements in the building up 
of the individual being, the idiomata belong to the domain of 'condi­
tion' .132 If it is now one's intention to explain the insubsistence of the 
human nature in the hypostasis of the Logos by means of the idiomata, 
then one is forced to remain in the area of the nature synthesis (unio 
in natura et secundum naturam). If one wants to show the inseparability 
of God and human being in Christ, or, expressed positively, to show 
the substantiality of this unity against the attacks of the Severans and 
Nestorians with the help of the teaching about the idiomata, it is difficult 
to accord to the kenosis the soteriological place which is so important 
to it in the interpretation of Christ. In fact Leontius of Jerusalem is now 
endeavouring to show the uninterrupted henosis of the natures in Christ 
on the basis of being able to realize constantly the divine idiomata in 
him. This explains why he is one of the strongest defenders among 
the Fathers of the divinization of the humanity of Christ. On this basis 
his being assigned to the ranks of neo-Chalcedonians would also have 
to be considered; admittedly this classification has still to be tested to 
see if it is justified.133 

We now want to observe the monk at work sketching his picture 
of Christ. He begins with two particular facts in the person of Jesus 

132. In contrast to the 'common quality' (/cOIVI) n:olorf/C;). which constitutes the type, the 
species, in question here is the Mfa n:olorf/C;. the particularization as an individual. 

133. On this see the excursus below: On the concept 'neo-Chalcedonianism', pp.429-34. 
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which signify a felicitous starting-point: the sinlessness of Christ and the 
creative power of the Logos. The first provides the special opportunity 
of starting from the spiritual-moral idiomata, thus of becoming freed from 
the 'physical object' as the starting-point for the teaching on hypostasis. 
Being a person and being 'spirit' belong together. Will Leontius of 
Jerusalem notice this? The second steers us away once again from a pure 
teaching about properties to the area of the existential. 

(a) Christ is God, because sinless 
In Leontius of Jerusalem the sinlessness of Christ, already mentioned in 
the confession of Chalcedon, is ascribed a particular relationship to the 
divinity of Christ. l34 For him it is the most original and proper feature 
for recognizing the divinity of Christ,135 because it is realized in the 
whole Christ, God and human being, and not only in the divinity. Like 
the Council of Chalcedon, orthodox faith too confesses that Christ has 
become like us in all things, sin alone excepted (cf. Heb 2,17-18; 4,15; 
Jn 8,46). Thus here it is not a question of sinlessness and righteousness, 
insofar as they are realized in the divine essence, but in a finite, and by 
nature fallible, human being, thus lived out in human freedom. Both 
Leontii come to speak expressly, each in his own way, about the theme 
of freedom in the framework of christology. Would not accepting a 
human freedom in Christ, however, mean standing before the abyss of 
Nestorianism and its probation teaching? Would not the sinlessness of 
Christ have to be anchored in his divinity, not only as postulate, as the 
demand of the divine holiness on his own human freedom, but 
physically? Apollinarius had built his soteriology on the fact that in 
Christ the sole physical principle of decision was the 'undefeatable 
nous'.I36 Where do the free decisions in Christ occur? Does Leontius of 
Jerusalem have an unambiguous answer? Perhaps it is to be found in 
the following text. 137 

If therefore, as we admit, both sin and justice come from our (human) condition and 
from our free will in accordance with our nature, the sinlessness or justice of our Lord 
Jesus Christ is testified to by the Holy Spirit; and you must admit that this (pneuma) is 
his free will (autexousion) , by which he is justified, just as we are from our free will 
(autexousion). But if we know that what is the free will (autexousion) and principle (aition) 

134. Leontius Jer., CN I, 19: PG 86, 1484C-1485A. 
135. Idem, CN IV, 37: PG 86, 1705C: TO IOIKWTaTOV 0e06 YVWPIUTt/PIOV ••• ~1tep tuTi 

TO dvaj.lIipT"TOV. In CN II, 21: PG 86, 1581D Leontius describes somewhat more broadly what 
is 'befitting God' in Jesus' conduct of life, cf. Acts 10,38 (see above, p. 292). 

136. Cf. JdChr e, 486, n.21. 
137. Leontius Jer., CN I, 19: PG 86, 1484D. 
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of justice in our nature, is in Christ's nature the Holy Spirit, who is truly true God, how 
could you not quite clearly, if unwillingly, admit that the divine nature in Christ is from 
the Holy Spirit? 

The decision seems to have been taken already. Leontius of Jerusalem 
speaks of the divine Pneuma as Christ's principle of freedom. The 
Pneuma is his autexousion. But what does he mean by this Pneuma? What 
is the situation with Christ's human principle of freedom? Is it already 
excluded or sacrificed by this reference to the pneumatic exousion? 

The continuation of eN I, 19 seems to offer a way out. 138 

What the leading spiritual principle (6 l}yejlOVIKOr; Aoyor;) effects only partially (jlepIKWr;) 
in us, the divine Word effected (Karwp8wuev) totally (navreAwr;) in Christ, in addition 
to [or together with] our leading principle, as it exists in him and in others. Therefore [the 
Logos] himself and no other is the cause of his own justice, either because he is co-existent 
with the Holy Spirit [i.e. as the second hypostasis of the Trinity], or he is said to be Holy 
Spirit 139 from the nature, not from the hypostasis. 

According to this difficult text how does the inner constitution of 
Christ, who proves himself in sinlessness, appear? Leontius does not 
make it as easy for himself as Apollinarius, who can establish the 
sinlessness in the divine Logos, insofar as this is the sole spiritual principle 
of the sarx. He also does not argue like Severus, who knows only one 
energeia in Christ, although he also accepts a spiritual soul in Christ. The 
sinlessness, however, is guaranteed in the sole hegemony and energy 
which proceeds from the Logos and controls everything. Severus does 
not ask about a human-intellectual decision. Does Leontius venture to 
allow Christ's human freedom to participate actively in the sinlessness, 
that is, in the moral decision? It seems that one can in fact understand 
him in this way. He certainly accepts a co-operation between Logos 
(or respectively Pneuma) and human hegemonikon. This can be deduced 
from the unusual manner of expression used to signify the effect of the 
Logos or of the Pneuma as 'additional to our hegemon ikon' . 140 By 'our 
hegemonikon' there can and must be understood our genuine, human 
principle of will, insofar as it is in Christ. Against the background of 
the Cyrillian-Severan hegemony of the Logos, this discovery cannot be 
too highly estimated. Logos-Pneuma and human will act as one in 
Christ. Admittedly the expression 'Logos-Pneuma' has still to be further 

138. Leontius Jer., CN I, 19: PG 86, 1485A. 
139. The word pneuma was used either personally for the third hypostasis or essentially for 

the divine nature. Whether one or the other, the Logos co-works with his humanity. 
140. Cf. CN I, 19: PG 86, 1485A3-6, especially: npor; rep I}jlerepcp (r)yejlOVIK{jJ AOYCP); the 

preposition npor; with the dative means additionally, besides, apart from, in addition. 
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deciphered. Behind this Leontius sees nothing other than the divine 
principle of grace which the human will of Christ also needs to achieve 
sinlessness. Leontius recognizes that Christ is only a model when his 
human freedom is brought into play. But in this exercise of freedom 
Jesus, as a finite human being open to temptation, needs the divine help 
of grace, all the more so as Leontius of Jerusalem considers the sinlessness 
of Jesus to be the real proof of the super-humanity of Jesus, that is, his 
divinity. This sinlessness is guaranteed in Christ by the fact that to his 
human autexousion is hypostatically united the divine principle of grace, 
namely the Logos or Pneuma of God. That this chain of thought could 
play a role in Leontius of Jerusalem is clear from an objection of the 
Nestorians, which Leontius himself cites:141 

If, as the sinless companion (KOIVroVOV) of its constitution (hyparxis), the flesh has the Logos 
who is by nature omnipotent, how can one call the flesh itself sinless? What kind of victory 
is that over evil, where such an unconquerable helper is received? To him, and not to the 
flesh, is due all the praise. 

This difficulty could only be resolved if the human being Jesus were 
to participate in the moral decision in his human will. In the response 
which Leontius gives to this objection the possibility remains entirely 
open for the insertion of a spiritual principle in the humanity of Christ. 
Nevertheless the argumentation here takes a different tack, for first of 
all the monk draws attention to the fact that it is not a question of the 
flesh, but of 'our nature' insofar as it is threatened by Satan through 
sin and death. This threat is so much the greater as the evil one 'dwells 
(in us) in some way personally (KaO'V1l0Uraulv)', as is clear in the 
possessed. By the Logos himself being united (hypostatically) with our 
nature, its 'guard' himself dwells in it and makes 'the flesh sinless'. 'And 
the sinners, who are consubstantial with this [the flesh of Christ], he 
already here honours with the sinless spiritual essence, but only there 
admittedly in full perfection. '142 

141. Leontius Jer., CN I, 47: PG 86, 1505AB. 
142. Ibid., PG 86, 15050. P. T. R. Gray, 'Leontius of}erusalem's Case for "Synthetic" Union 

in Christ', StudPat18,1 (1985), 151-4, has displayed these soteriological approaches well in con­
nection with three texts from Leontius of Jerusalem, CN I (chs. 6, 18 and 47), from the inter­
pretation of the 'one person and Ifrpostasis' of Christ as synthesis. This hypostatic/synthetic union 
has three effects. (1) Because the flesh of Christ receives subsistence in God, the rest of humankind 
shares in the inalienable, immortal being with the Word (ch. 6: PG 86, 1425C). (2) The (univer­
sal) human nature is divinized by virtue of this 'essential synthesis' in Christ (ch. 18: PG 86, 
1468C). This process is executed in two steps: on the basis of the creatio there takes place the 
recreatio as a participation in the divine nature which goes beyond being in the image of God; 
the 'essential synthesis' becomes 'divinization' (ektheiosis). (3) Only the unio/synthesis with the 
divine nature can clearly overcome the 'hypostatic union' with Satan indicated above, which 
threatens human beings (ch.47: PG 86, 1505CD). 
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We see that the sinlessness of Christ is discussed here from a soterio­
logical point of view. He presupposes that it is a question of our entire 
corporeal-spiritual nature. This has come into the power of Satan to such 
an extent that it is as if there is a hypostatic union with him. In Christ 
the same entire human nature is 'possessed' by the Logos, and Satan no 
longer has any access: in us, admittedly, in this life it is not yet so 
definitive as in the person of Christ himself. For us only eternity will 
guarantee definitive sinlessness. 

In this soteriological argumentation we should assume that both for the 
human being as such as well as for the humanity of Christ, the sinlessness 
of the spiritual human being is involved, which is realized in the first 
analysis as a spiritual decision. As Satan is active in the will of the human 
being, so now in Christ, as the archetype of the Christian, the divine Logos 
or Pneuma principle is active. Here Leontius of Jerusalem can interchange 
Pneuma and Logos by having recourse to the old patristic manner of 
speaking, by which the nature of God is called Pneuma. Although 
Leontius knows that Pneuma usually signifies the third person of the 
Trinity, the divinity of Christ is also the divine essential Pneuma. 

Here then follows the question, how far Leontius of Jerusalem draws 
upon pneumatology to explain the sinlessness of Christ. For the explana­
tion of the impeccabilitas Christi cannot be seen solely from the ontological 
constitution of Christ. The question must be asked: how does the Logos 
become active in the human will of Christ? It is the problem of the 
Spirit's bestowing of grace on the humanity of Christ, that is, of the 
Messiah. This christological pneumatology has its own history. Cyril of 
Alexandria was not successful in allocating a sufficient function to the 
Spirit in the interpretation of the baptism of Christ.143 Dread of the 
Arian position hindered him from doing this. Because the divine Logos 
is present in Christ by nature, Cyril's Christ does not need the grace 
of the Spirit for himself. He receives it only for US. I44 For the humanity 
of Christ, Leontius of Jerusalem now distinguishes clearly between the 
henosis with the Logos, and being graced or anointed with the Spirit. 145 

Jesus himself had become the Kyrios on account of the divine Logos, and Christ through 
the anointing of the Spirit; God has made this Jesus, whom the Jews crucified, Lord through 
the Logos and Christ through the Spirit (d. Acts 10,38; Rom 1,4). 

143. Cf. Qerellos III, 32,2-35,4: B. M. Weischer (Wiesbaden, 1977), 73-79. Similarly in 
Severus; see above, pp. 136-8. 

144. When in Leontius Jer., CN V, 19: PG 86, 1741B the Nestorian speaks of the teaching 
of the 'Egyptian', which says that Jesus receives the power to be effective not first through the 
Spirit, but has it by virtue of the Logos in him, Cyril of Alexandria may very well be meant. 

145. Leontius Jer., CN V, 18: PG 86, 1741A. 
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In the twofold lining of the Ark of the Covenant with gold, within 
and without, the twofold gracing of Christ is also symbolized. l46 

Leontius ascribes the inner lining (the endosis) to the Logos, and the outer 
(perithesis) to the Pneuma. Thus the latter concerns the messianic work 
of Christ. Here is the field of probation (cf. Acts 2,22). In the first 
instance, however, Jesus does not receive the finite gifts of the Spirit, 
but the uncreated Pneuma itself. 147 But from there it is only a short 
step to recognizing that there are in Christ also transitory and finite gifts 
of the Spirit. It was not difficult to discern that the human will of Christ, 
finite as it was, solely by being hypostatically united with the Logos 
did not already have the equipment of the Spirit which he needed for 
his task as messiah and redeemer. We have already seen that, more 
clearly than others, Leontius contrasted the peculiarity of the hypostatic 
henosis in Christ with a union according to the nature. But with 
Gregory of Nyssa he knows that the henosis must reveal itself in 'moral 
characteristics'.148 The problem of the sinlessness and impeccability of 
Christ is thus brought by Leontius towards a deeper solution, but it is 
still not yet completely clarified. It is precisely for this reason that 
he has overtaxed the anhamarteton as proof of the union according to 
the hypostasis. Had he expounded more clearly the fact that the human 
impeccability of Christ can only be realized by pneumatic inspirations 
and the strengthening of Christ's spirit and will,149 he would also have 
recognized that through grace God could bestow at will sinlessness or 
even impeccability on every human being. ISO 

(b) Christ and the creative power of God 
As the other 'real characteristic of God', which is discernible in Christ, 
Leontius of Jerusalem names the creative power. 151 One and the same 
power, which at the beginning formed the human being, is in a partic­
ular way evident in and through Christ and has become effective: in 

146. On this allegory see above, pp.87-9. 
147. Ibid., CN V, 19: PG 86, 1741B. 
148. Cf. Gregory of Nyssa, Ep. 38 in Basil: PG 32, 328C: fd fOV "(Jove; yvwpfuJ,la-ra; on 

this Leontius Jer., CN II, 21: PG 86, 1581CD. 
149. Whereby the hypostatic union with the Logos is only the title and, so to say, the 

unsurpassable proof of justification for this; it must first be transposed into actual help. 
150. The Nestorians could have given him a nod in this direction with reference to Theodore 

of Mopsuestia. Cf. JdChr e, 615-19. 
lS1. Leontius Jer., CN I, 19: PG 86, 1480A10-11: fa IOfwe; 0eov xapaKff/plUflKOV, fa 

t5f/J,lIOvpY1Kav Uyw. Here a relationship between Leontius Jer. and Justinian can be shown (on 
the edict of SSl see below). 



LEONTIUS OF JERUSALEM 305 

Christ, because, as the Canon of Orthodoxy stresses, in his divine hypostasis 
he 'has himself created the nature of the kyriakos anthropos';152 through 
Christ, because the demiurgic activity of the Logos is not only based 
on the beginning of his earthly existence, but, as the active power of 
working miracles, remains present throughout his whole life on earth 
even to his resurrection and exaltation. The evaluation of miracles in the 
christology of Leontius of Jerusalem can be discerned at a glance in his 
assessment of the twofold birth of Christ, which has the pronounced 
tone of a confession of faith, similar to his Canon of Orthodoxy. 153 

Nothing else is so eternally, indistinguishably, perfectly, unchangeably, indivisibly, com­
pletely and unmovedly begotten, as he [the God-Logos] in his first birth. But also nothing 
besides his second birth is thus without seed, uncorruptedly [i.e. without violating the 
virginity], supernaturally begotten and conceived of the Holy Spirit, and without time 
(dXp6vw~) perfected, formed, and provided with organs, and in everything perfected as a 
result of the substantial Logos in the chaste womb of the immaculate one 154 to be temple 
and tabernacle of the Logos, when the human flesh which was perfected from her alone and 
united instantly (I!v dKapei, in a moment)155 with him [the Logos]. 

The interpretation of the second birth stresses the creative happening 
both for the mother as well as for the son. Thus, as Christ is conceived 
and born, this does not belong to the 'natural property of the house' 
(that is, the mother), but to the 'natural property' of the divine Logos, 
who as God entered this house clausa porta, without being confined, and 
left it in the true reality of flesh, without harming the mother. In this 

152. Cf. idem, CN II, 14: PG 86, 1568A. 
153. Idem, CN IV, 9: PG 86, 1669B-1672A: Leontius refers to the teaching of the holy 

Fathers for this one orthodox confession, which has a christological part (1669B1-C9) and a 
mariological part: the virginity of Mary at conception and birth (1669C10-1672A); the latter 
part is understood, however, as testimony to the divinity of Christ. 

154. In CM 23: PG 86, 17840 Leontius Jer. speaks of Mary as the holy place (dy,ov 
xwp{ov), in which the union of the natures of Christ happened from the very beginning. Thi~ 
is reminiscent of the special mariological-chrlstological terminology in Constllntinople, especially 
in Produs. Cf. jdChr e, 727-30; E. Lucchesi, 'L'ORATIO I "De laudibus S. Mariae" de Pro­
clus de Constantinople. Version syriaque illl!dite'. in Milllorilli AIIJri-jetlll Pesrugie~ (Geneva, 
1984), 187- 98. 

155. By this expression Leontius Jer. wants to say that in the incarnation of Christ the creation 
of the body and the reception of it into the one hyl!.osl4sis of the Logos coincide. Cf. Augustine, 
C. sml/o/I. Ariall. 8,2. PL 42,688; cited injdChr e, 771, n. 6. With a play on words Leontius 
Jer. describes the dogmatic peculiarity of the incarnation in CN IV, 17: PG 86, 1684B: the nature 
of the Logo$ has experienced in Mary not the beginning of existence (ous;osu) , but only the 
beginning of co-existence (SY"OII5;osis) (with the sarx); the flesh, however, received the beginning 
both of ouslosis and auo of synollSiosis. In the coincidence of conception and reception into the 
bypostatic unity there also rcsulu the uniqueness of the soruhip in Christ. On this theme see 
CN lIT, lff., especially III, 7: PG 86, 1621C-1624C; m, 8: 1629A8ff. Our status as adoptive 
children is distinguished from this: 1629CD. 
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way the divinity of the Logos shows itself, and his supenonty to 
suffering l56 and the power of his Pneuma (that is, his divinity). 

Leontius is interested in assessing the Chalcedonian possibility that, 
in the one picture of Christ as he appears, the two natures are recog­
nizable at every moment in their gnorismata, in their characteristica and 
proper features. In the defence against Nestorianism the expression of 
the divinity of Christ demands particular attention. In the pattern of his 
picture of Christ the signal lights of the divine are so closely positioned 
that no gap remains for the shadows of the teaching of the two hypostases 
to continue. Because the equation - God's most proper characteristic = 
creative power = miracle - now holds good, the tendency increases to 
refer back to miracle in order to secure the divinity of Christ on all sides. 
Thus in one fundamental statement we read: '[Christ] shows in the 
miraculous occurrences [at the resurrection] that he himself is the 
creator and preparer of the fleshly and pneumatic nature . .. through 
the fact that he can work miracles at all times. 'IS7 Birth from the 
Virgin, healing of the person born blind, resurrection from the dead: 
these are the signs in which the divine creative power of Christ shines 
out most clearly; for this reason they are a demonstration of his divine 
nature, which must seize the whole life and being of Jesus, especially 
after the exaltation. ls8 

Because the God-Logos is in him according to nature, and the flesh [of Christ) has become 
entirely divinized after the resurrection, we have no reason, either under a partial aspect or 
under any other regard, to think anything in him or about him as divested of the divinity 
(}I()~VOV ••• 8Ilor'lroc;). To that also, which is not divine by nature, is given the name which 
is above all names and that Jesus, whom the Jews crucified, has become Lord and God 
(Phil2,l1j 1 Cor 2,8). 

156. Cf. the Nestorian objection in CN IV, 9: PG 86, 1665D-1668A, which wants to deduce 
theopaschism from the orthodox confession of one hypostasis. 

157. Leontius Jer., CN I, 19: PG 86, 1480C (and the whole section A-C): 8aoIJaroop)lIliv 
del O()V~IlVOC;. 

158. Idem, CN IV, 37: PG 86, 1712AB. Cf. CN IV, 17: PG 86, 1684C: 'If no miracle beyond 
the physical power gives testimony for it [the peculiarity of the birth), then he who was born 
in accordance with natural powers is not known as God.' Because it is the Logos who forms 
the body of Christ, he also gives to it the power 'to come out and emerge in a spiritual way'. 
Virginity ill the birth thus belongs to the divine sign and to the proclamation of faith. Cf. CN 
IV, 9: PG 86, 1669C-1672A. While the Nestorians want to ascribe the virginal birth 'to the 
Holy Spirit and his unique overshadowing (cf. Lk 1,35), Leontius sees in it a reference to the 
constant bond of the sarx with the Logos. Our Lord namely is conceived of the Spirit and Mary, 
as two causes which are of 'different essence' (heteroousioi). Thus in Christ the divine p"euma­
essence is united with the flesh. Cf. CN 1,19: PG86, 1477AB with reference to 2 Cor 3,17. 
This miraculous birth of Jesus is, however, the archetype of our rebirth from faith, baptism 
(CN II, 20: PG 86, 1581B) and incorporation into the Church (CN I, 18: PG 86, 1468BC). 
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(c) The miraculous in Leontius of Jerusalem's picture of Christ 
Through a comparison of Leontius of Jerusalem's presentation of Christ 
with that of other Chalcedonians of his time it should be possible to 
determine more precisely his position on the question of the 'miraculous' 
in the figure of}esus. We shall compare him with Leontius of Byzantium 
and the aphthartic refuted by him. In the background we should also 
keep in sight Severus of Antioch, the decided opponent of Chalcedon, 
and Julian of Halicarnassus and his large group of followers. Like a 
kaleidoscope, these names present the varying colour tones and lines in 
the picture of Christ sketched by them. The position of the miraculous 
in Jesus, the incarnate Logos, was an acute theme in the piety and 
theology of Constantinople in the first half of the era of Justinian. 

(i) On the one side we have the extreme position of the Chalcedonian 
aphthartics. 159 Because the hypostatic union transfers the human nature 
of Christ into divine dignity, everything human must be judged from 
this point. Corruptibility, passibility, mortality do not correspond to the 
'normal condition' which befits this humanity united to God. For this 
reason the divine Logos must give his permission, if his body is to be 
allowed to have this pathe, and in general the ordinariness (the normality) 
of the life of a human being. What from a Chalcedonian viewpoint is 
perfectly normal for the Incarnate One, his kenosis, becomes the excep­
tion. The exaltation, which according to Philippians 2,5-11 is present 
only at the end of Jesus' life, begins already with his conception. The 
gilding of christology is perfect. One has only to think out the conse­
quences for piety with its human experiences of the everyday. 'Like to 
us in all things' becomes a thought that is no longer comprehensible. 
The 'unmingled' of Chalcedon is bypassed, even if the two natures 
are acknowledged. Only if one assumes that the Logos must give permis­
sion is Christ's human nature preserved from having prescribed for it, 
as it were necessarily and unrestrictedly, the condition of apatheia 
and aphtharsia from the very first moment of the henosis. That is so 
un-Chalcedonian, even more than the christology of Severus of Antioch. 
The fundamental error consists in having regarded the substantial henosis 
in Christ as a 'nature-unity', in spite of the confession of the two natures. 

(ii) Against this aphthartic theologian, Leontius of Byzantium 
exhibited an emphatically more sober picture of Christ. The miraculous 
in the life of Jesus is the exception. Of all the theologians of his time 
he has drawn the fundamental Chalcedonian lines in his interpretation 

159. See above, pp.213-17; especially Leontius Byz., CNE: PG 86, 1333D-1337B. 
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of the earthly life of Jesus most clearly. 160 According to the judgement 
of his own contemporaries, however, they lead to the Nestorian picture 
of Christ. The sparseness of the miraculous in the life of Jesus must 
in fact have proved unattractive for certain circles of the population 
and for the ascetics. We can deduce this from the great success which 
the Julianists achieved at the time in the whole of the East, even com­
pared with Severus of Antioch. 161 Emperor Justinian is indeed the most 
convincing illustration of this. His theological act ends with an aphthar­
tic experiment. 

(iii) The position of Leontius of Jerusalem. Between the exuberance 
of the Chalcedonian aphthartics at Constantinople and the realism of 
Leontius of Byzantium, the namesake of the latter takes a middle position 
which is not easy to determine. With his fundamental dogmatic clarity 
we can assume from the beginning that he does not fancy the aphthartics 
mentioned. But that there are certain elements in common cannot be 
denied. (1) For the interpretation of the picture of Christ Leontius too 
places great stress on the hypostatic union, the henosis or synthesis. Thus 
he wants to present it as the ultimate basis for explaining the miraculous 
mysteries in the life of Christ, especially the virgin birth, the sinlessness 
and in particular the resurrection. Impassibility, incorruptibility are 
indeed present only with the resurrection; they are, however, not the 
result of an accidental power active in Christ, but the expression of the 
hypostatic henosis. 162 Christ as God raises himself and by this shows 
himself as God. (2) Despite this stressing of the substantial union in 
Christ, which Leontius of Jerusalem has in common with the Chalcedo­
nian aphthartics, he does not get involved in their supranaturalness. But 
is he for that reason already pursuing the realistic line of his namesake? 
His writing Against the Nestorians shows another picture. He develops 
a doctrine of theiosis or divinization, which still moves him very close 
in feeling to the Chalcedonian aphthartics. The 'divinization' determines 
the picture of Christ. 

The discussion with the Nestorians, whose texts Leontius renders so 

160. Cf. above, pp. 217-22. 
161. This will be shown later in this work when we depict the development in Syria and 

Egypt. Cf. JdChr 11/4, 45-7. 
162. Cf. Leontius Jer., CN I, 19: PG 86, 1473CD. Leontius is replying to the objection of 

the Nestorians: 'If we ascribe apatheia and aphtharsia to the synthesis, we deceive ourselves. 
The kyriakos anthropos has that according to the witness [of scripture) from the resurrection.' 
By this they mean that an act of power by God on the human being Jesus is a sufficient basis 
for aphtharsia and apatheia. One cannot see in it a proof of the unity of hypostasis in Christ. 
Leontius cannot give a satisfactory answer to this. 
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fully in the eN, points in the same direction. It is precisely their objec­
tions which force him to many an exuberance in emphasizing the henosis 
and its repercussions on the humanity of Christ. We have recognized, 
however, that nothing is responsible for these embarrassments other than 
his taking over of the Basilian teaching about idiomata, which in practice 
the Nestorians too employ, only more consistently than Leontius. With 
this Basilian concept of hypostasis he offers the Nestorians an open flank. 
Rescue for him would lie in rejecting this interpretation and in having 
recourse to his own discoveries with regard to the henosis. The idea of 
insubsistence, as Leontius envisages it, is of such a kind that it is not 
related to the Cappadocian conception of hypostasis and to the over­
emphasis on the theiosis which results from this. What is needed is 
the new interpretation of the concept of subsistence or of the hypostasis 
as such. Leontius' clear distinction between a nature-synthesis and a 
hypostasis-synthesis also moves in this direction. The role of the act of 
creation in the coming into being of the union in Christ also fits in well 
with the existential approach of his idea of insubsisting. Were one to 
remove the Basilian-Cappadocian remnants from the henosis teaching of 
Leontius of Jerusalem, the way would be clear for a more profound 
Chalcedonian teaching about hypostasis and for the understanding of the 
'hypostatic union'. Leontius of Jerusalem would then be in a position 
to give to his namesake better conceptual tools to defend his genuine 
christological realism without suspicion of Nestorianism. Each Leontius 
would supplement the other. The richer donor would certainly be 
Leontius of Jerusalem. He could also rescue the aphthartic of Constan­
tinople from his embarrassments: there is a true substantial unity in 
Christ, in the unity of the subsistence, of the subject, of the hypostasis, 
which allows the natures of God and human being their peculiarity, and 
which above all creates room for the kenosis according to the scriptures. 
The hypostatic henosis does not need to be and should not be made the 
real cause of the divinization. Soteriology then has its proper foundation. 
Although all of this is correct and Leontius may be regarded as the best 
christological author of his time, we detect nonetheless a certain 
exuberance which must be explained and curtailed. 

(d) The divinized kyriakos anthropos 
Leontius of Jerusalem is a witness for the christological term kyriakos 
anthropos, although in him its original derivation from Philippians 2,11 
(the exaltation of the human being Jesus into the glory of the Kyrios) 
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is already obscured. 163 Nevertheless in his writings it is still a title given 
to Christ, which in a special way can give expression to the divine doxa 
of the Kyrios, because Leontius combines with it a conception of the 
henosis as synthesis. We shall illustrate this, using the important chapter 
18 of eN I. 164 

The Nestorians ask about the recipient of the favour of the incarnation, 
if one understands it, as Leontius does, as a synthesis of the God-Logos 
'with the human being taken from us'. Who benefits from the henosis -
the Logos himself, or the human being with whom he unites himself, 
or both, or neither the one nor the other, or rather we, or God? The 
response states that it is we, the redeemed. What is given to us, 
however, has become clear in Christ, the first-born, head of redeemed 
humanity. 

Only through the greatest benevolence on the part of [the divine nature] to us did its 
incarnation occur. As a result, through unity with God, to the kyriakos anthropos accrued 
the wealth of the divinization, to him as first-fruits of the human mass [or dough] and the 
first-born of many brothers and head of the body of the Church, being first and receiving 
first and without intermediary, because of its [i.e., the divine nature's] union and unification 
with him in the hypostasis, into his own nature. 

To the rest of the mass [dough] of humanity and the rest of the brothers from the seed 
of Abraham, and the body of the Church, pass in a secondary manner and by participation 
and with an intermediary the effects of the natural union with him, the first kyriakos anthropos 
benefited from us. [This happens] from the union with him who is from the same mass 
[ or dough], even if he is the first-fruits, and as an only-begotten brother, even if he is first 
born, and from his body, even if as the head he mediates for us, being one mediator between 
God and human beings, the human being Christ Jesus our Lord. 165 

In this text we have an almost enthusiastic christology of the diviniza­
tion, which is derived from a forced understanding of henosis and 
synthesis. Leontius almost forgets his fundamental propositions about 
the distinction between a nature-synthesis and a hypostasis-synthesis. l66 

The sluice gates are opened for the flowing of the divine wealth over 
into the humanity of Christ (the aparche for us) by the recognition of 
the fact that the human being has now become the 'proper nature' of 
the God-Logos. According to Leontius of Jerusalem, God and human 
being are so closely drawn together that the flowing over of the gifts 
of the divinity is a matter of course. He must be asked whether he does 
not see his splendid insights into the peculiarity of the henosis in the 

163. Cf. above n.67. 
164. Leontius Jer., eN I, 18: PG 86, 1465C-1472A. 
165. Ibid.: PG 86, 1468B10-C15. 
166. He speaks of the henosis kath'hypostasin as a O'vvavaKparlKi! lVClJO'I<; with the human 

nature to be I6IKi/ !/IVO'I<; ar}Tov (PG 86, 1468C). 
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hypostasis - in contradistinction to the synthesis in the nature 167 -
endangered or even abandoned. By his good start Leontius so guarantees 
a substantial unity in Christ that the manifestation of the divine in Christ 
can be distinguished from it. Christ is and remains the one incarnate 
Son of God just as much in the kenosis as in the theiosis. For Leontius 
of Jerusalem, however, there belongs to the one whole picture of Christ 
the assumption of his entire human nature, with body and soul and what 
the oikonomia of God put at Christ's disposal for his supernatural equip­
ment and credentials. l68 

But it is confessed that, in assuming our nature (Td (/llJclIIcd It/lWV) , the Lord was not 
deprived of what is above our nature (vdp (/lIlO'IV ;'/leripav). Much shows this: his concep­
tion without semen which is different from the way we come into being. and his virginal 
birth, as well as his fasting for forty days without feeling hunger, and such like. Therefore 
in Christ we believe that this was arranged (in a way that) transcends our nature, so that 
even as his flesh existed, it was also ensouled. and the flesh of the divine Logos was ensouled 
with a rational and thinking soul. 

A further comment on distinguishing the two Leontii 
At the conclusion of the analysis of the works of the two Leontii 
(of Byzantium and Jerusalem), it would seem to be certain that we 
have in fact to assume that there are two authors. Their identification, 
attempted of late by Ilie Fracea,169 cannot be upheld. Reference must be 
made in particular (1) to the new language of Leontius of Jerusalem in 
the interpretation of the insubsistence of the humanity of Christ in the 
hypostasis of the Logos; (2) to the rich utilization of the term sytlthesis, 
in the place of Itenosis or together with henosis, in Leontius ofJerusalem; 
(3) to the strong emphasis on miracles and the miraculous as evidence 

167. What 'union in the nature and according to the nature' means in contrast to 'union in 
the ilypaslasis and according to the hypos/llsis' is expressed by Severan texts in the CM of LeoDtius 
Jer. We shall cite a major text from the collection, which P. T . R. G[ay has studied in his article, 
'An AnonyrnollS Severian Monophysite of the Mid-Sixth Century', Pilirislic IIrld ByZlltl/illf Rel/iew 
1 (1982) (117- 26): Frag. 12 (120) of 'Juliw of Rome', (Apollinari3n forgery): 'It i.s confessed 
in HIm [= Christ] that the created i5 in union with the uncreated, and the uncreated is in 
commixture [II with the cI"eared, one nature having brought together a partial activity out of 
each part, and the Word briDging things to completion ill the whole, with the divine 
completeness - the very thing that comes about in the common man OUt of two incomplete 
(I) parts, whicl1 make up one nature, and arc signified by one name' (Leontius Jer. , CM: PG 86, 
18651316-20 = Apoll .• De ulliotle 5: LietzmaDn. 250-1). See tbe commentary of Gray, IIrl. Gil., 
120-2. He emphasizes particularly that in the interpretation of the body-soul analogy Ps. Juliw 
denotes the united natures as 'incomplete parts' . Ps. J nlius applies this to Christ. Indeed the 
divinity is complete, but it must augment the human sarx as 'soul', and thus becomes part of 
the whole. In this view there is a profound violation of the divine transcendence of the Logos. 

168. Leontius Jer., CN II, 20: PG 86, 1580D-1581A. 
169. See above, n. 3. 
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of the divinity of Christ in Leontius of Jerusalem (CN IV, 37: PG86, 
1712A) in contrast to the explicit stressing of the rarity of miracles' in 
the life of}esus in Leontius of Byzantium (CA: PG86, 1336BC; CNE: 
PG 86, 1352C-1353A). 



PART THREE 

THE THEOLOGICAL ACTIONS UNDERTAKEN BY 
JUSTINIAN I (518-527 AND 527-565) 





With the beginning of the Chalcedonian restoration under Emperor 
Justin I (518-527), his nephew, Petrus Sabbatius, who was called Justi­
nian,! appeared in the group of actors on the stage of ecclesiastical 
politics and theology! From 525 onwards he was accompanied by his 
consort, Theodora, who influenced him increasingly.3 The theological 
actions ofJustinian began as early as 519 and were to continue during the 
whole of his joint regency (until 527) and his sole reign (until 565). We 
can highlight the tenor of these reasonably clearly by some key phrases. 

(1) The movement in favour of the theopaschite addition: 'One of the 
Trinity was crucified' (with variants); (2) the attempt to win over the 

1. This name was given to him at his adoption by Justin. On the early history of Justinian 
see A. A. Vasiliev.jl/sliu thr First. A" l"trod,u;tio" to II.e Epoch of jllsll"lall rIle Great (Ca.mbcidge. 
Mm .. 1950). 92-6. When Justin ascended the throne (518), Justinian was already thirty-six 
years old. The son of :I farming fillnily in illyricum. at the age of twenty-five he had been brought 
by his uncle to Constantinople (somewhere around 507). and received a comprehensive education. 
also in Greek. this being considered as preparation for a military career. On Justinian see (1) 
the sources: L. Brehier, in Fliche-Martin, Histoire de l'Eglise 4, 437, n. 1; CPG 6865-6893. The 
texts have been made easily accessible by Marlo Amelotti and Livia Migliardi Zingale, Suitt; 
teologicl ed ecc/csiastlci di CiIlS/i,.ulllo = FloTrIll;na St.ldioruflr U"iversitD.l. Legum Iustin/tIt,i lmperatoris 
VoclIbu/arium. Subsidia W (Milan, 1977); in the following abbreviated as Amelotti-Migliardi 
Zingale, Serltli leologici. On research see: (1) !n general: R. Bonini. Intronuzionc al/o sllid/a deJ/le/it 
gi.utl"iarrcll (Bologna. '1979). 123-8: Nota bibliographica; see 3S well the detailed bibliography 
of O. Kresten in H. Hunger (ed.), Das bymrttillische Hemcl,~rbild = Wc!F 341 (Darmstadt, 1975), 
415-48; see further the current bibliography in ByzZ. (2) special studies: A. Hohlweg, 'Justi­
nian', in Die Grofie" der Weltgeschichte, Vo!' II (Zurich, 1972), 748-77 with bibliography 776-7; 
P. T. R. Gray, art., 'Justinian', in TRE 17 (1988). 478-86. 

2. After the assassination of Vitalian (520), Justinian became Consul in 521. In 525 he became 
Caesar, on 1 (or 4) April 527 he became co-regent with Justin, and, after his death, Emperor 
(1 August 527), cf. A. A. Vasiliev. op. cit .• 96, n. 73; A. Hoblweg, art. til., 750. 

3. Cf. A. Hohlweg, art. ell. , 750-2: W. Schubart. just/nia" Imil Theodora (Munich, 1943), 
especially 48-58; R. Browning, jusllllln" alld Tllcodortl (London, 1971), 64-9 with tbe spiteful 
section from Procopius' Secret Hisrory (9, 10-22) and n critique of it. See in addition Averil 
Cameron. Procopilu tllllillre SiXth Cell/ury (London, 1985), 67-83 (Prooopiu5 :rnd Theodora). As 
the official concubine of a certain Hecobolus. the governor of Pentapolis. Tbeodora dwelt in 
North Amca and, when dismissed by him, on her return journey to Constantinople came into 
contact in Alexandria with the leading anti-Chalcedonians, like Patriarch Timothy IV (III) and 
Severos of Antioch. Here she experienced a kind of religious conversion and renounced her former 
way of life. With this event Theodora's future path in theological questions was established. 
In 525 she married Justinian; during the Nika riot in 532 she saved his crown. On this cf. J. A. S. 
Evans, 'The "Nika" Rebellion and the Empress Theodora', Byz 54 (1984), 380-2. 
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Severans (532); the condemnation of Severus of Antioch, Patriarch 
Anthimus (536) and the fight against them (5421543); (3) a doctrinal 
decree of 542/543 against the Origenists, within which the anathema 
against the 'monophysites' is also repeated; (4) the action against the 
Three Chapters (544-553); (5) the final stage: Justinian's aphthartic text 
(on the uncorruptibility of the body of Christ).4 Because the docu­
ments that pertain to these actions stand in clear contrast to each other, 
the Emperor himself has already offered us the principle for arranging 
the material, which we have only to follow. 5 It may be assumed that 
Justinian had come into contact with theologians and theological ques­
tions even before the change of 518, but this cannot be documented 
concretely. 6 If he was already in the capital in 507 and was also 
stimulated to study by an interest in theology, then one may wonder 
how it happened that he did not succumb to the influence of the 
generally admired Severus of Antioch, who was then present in the city. 
Was the Henoticon of Zeno not a temptation for him? Not taking into 
account the fact that he was destined for a military career, it is probable 
that the strict-Chalcedonian stance of his uncle Justin and of the powerful 
Vitalian 7 account for such reserve. One may also think of the influence 
of the Sleepless Monks, as will immediately become clear. 

4. On these activities 35 a whole 5ee M. Amelotti, 'Giustiniano tfa reologia e diriuo', in G. G. 
Archi (ed.), L'1",peralort GillS/illlallo. Sioria t milo (Milan, 1978). 133-60; also printed in Seritli 
Itolog/d. VII-XXIXi we aite according to this edition. E. Schwartz, 'Zur IGrchcnpolitik 
Justinians' , in idtflr , ZII' Grsc/,iclrte din' allttl Kirche rwd IIJr~s Recllis = Ce.!. Schrifttll IV (Beilin, 
1960). 276-320; M. Simonetti, 'La politica religiosa di Giustiniano'. in G. G. Arclli (ed.), 11 
mOlldo thll'dlritlo l1e/l'epoca gi,Will/allea. Corallerl e probleltllli/che (Ravenna , 1985), 91-111; 
G. Prinzing. 'Das BUd Justinians 1. in der Oberlieferung deT Byzantine! vom 7. bis 15. 
Jahrbundert·. in FOllies Millores VII, ed. D. Simon, 1-99. For further literatlue on the activities 
individually see below; in general: J. Meyendor£f, By;za"lllIr Theology - HisloriCllI Tm,ds tJIId 
Doctrinal Themes (New York, 1974); M. V. Anastos, 'Justinian's Despotic Control over the 
Church as Illustl':lted by his Edict.s 00 the Theopasehite FormllIa and his ~tter to Pope John 
II in 533'. in Mlla"ges C. Ostrogorsky II, 1- 11 == idem, SlUdi~ ill Byzantine IJltdlwllal History 
(London, 1979). no. IV. 

5. Cf. Amelotti-Migliardi Zingale, Seril/lle%giei, Xl with reflections on the systematization 
of Justinian's t emes and writings. Amelotti messes that the coincidence of clearly di ide<! pro­
blem areas and chronological ,uccession is typical of Justinian: 'Si accord a perfettamente con 13 
nostra immagine di Gi\lstiuiano il vederlo isolare i problcmi e affrontarli via via, quando ne) 
suo coovincimcnto politico 0 oel sopraggiungere degli eventi 13 [oro soluzione ,'impone.' 

6. When A. A. Vasiliev, Justin rhe First, p. 135. comments: 'Justinian ... had an excellent 
theological education', then that is a conclu~ion drown from the later period after 527. It should 
be noted thllt Constantinople did not possess II theological school. In the Emperor's first 
theological action one can still discern considerable uncertainty in theological questions. 

7. 00 the 'Cbalcedoniall' aura of Vitalian, whose personality at first clearly outshone that of 
Justinian. sec the reports about the acclamations of the people. which after the change of 518 
were accorded him in Tyte and Palcs.tine., ibid., 149-58. 



CHAPTER ONE 

'ONE OF THE TRINITY WAS CRUCIFIED' 

Justinian entered the theological arena quite soon after Justin had seized 
power, first of all only as the diplomatically active letter-writer who 
acted for or against the real players. Such were the Scythian or Gothic 
monks 8 who appeared in Constantinople at the end of 518 and had 
chosen as a formula of propaganda a sentence which theologically was 
really harmless: 'one of the Trinity was crucified'. How the recently 
re-established unity of the Church could quickly be endangered because 
of this is shown in the various letters of Justinian, together with 
numerous other documents, which are related to two chronologically 
separate phases of this one action. This event had a prehistory. A brief 
review of that will make it easier for us to understand the conflict about 
the phrase 'one of the Trinity was crucified'. 

I. THE PREHISTORY TO 518/519 

1. Origin 

For methodological reasons it is advisable to distinguish the formula unus 
ex trinitate incarnatus est from the formulas in which suffering (passus), 
death (mortuus) or crucifixion (cruciftxus) is stated of the subject unus ex 
(de) trinitate. We find the formula unus ex trinitate incarnatus for the first 
time in Proclus, the Patriarch of Constantinople (434-446), in the 
following passages: 

(a) Proclus, Tomu.s ad Armenios (CPG 5897) 21: ACO IV, 2, p.192,7: TOV tva rplli.t5or;, 
ueuapKwufJal; latin: p.202,25: unum ex trinitate ineamatum. 

(b) Proclus, Ep. uniformis ad singulos Occidentis eppos (CPG 5915) 7: ACO IV, 2, p. 66,16-17: 
unum ex trinitate ... deum verbum factum hominem. (On the authenticity d. Diekamp, ThR 16 
(1917), 357f.) 

8. On the Scythian monks see the bibliographia seleeta in F. Glorie, Maxentii aliorumque 
Scytharum monachorum neenon Ioannis Tomitanae urbis episcopi Opuscula = CCl 85A (Tumhout, 
1978), XVII-XXII; older literature in V. Schurr, Die Trinitatslehre des Boethiu.s im Lichte der 
'skythischen Kontroversen' = FClDG 18, 1 (Paderborn, 1935) (in what follows abbreviated as 
V. Schurr, Trinitatslehre) , 141-2, n. 137 (sources and bibliography); on the earlier history: 
J. Zeiller, Les origines ehretiennes Jans les provinces Janubiennes de l'Empire Romain (Paris, 1918) 
(no presentation of the controversy after 519). 
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A further instance would be a passage in the so-called Tomus secundus ad Arrnenios in Innocent 
of Maronia, ACO IV, 2, p.72,38-39. Schwartz, however, considers this second Tomus to be 
inauthentic (Konzi/studien, 43-4). 

For the real theopaschite formula too, the unus ex trinitate crud­
flXUS or passus, Proclus was called upon not only by Severus, but 
also by Innocent of Maronia and Facundus of Hermiane. This attribu­
tion to Proclus, nevertheless, has been decisively contested by M. 
Richard. 9 

(c) John Maxentius, Libellusfidei, X, 17-19 (ed. Glorie, CCl 85A) produces three citations from 
a work wbich 'Proclus. the bisbop of this cilY, . .. (wrote) to the Armenians'; in these we 
find the formulations U/IUS ex lrilli/ote m. qlfi Cfuci!LXUS cst (p. 16,215), unus est de trinitate, qui 
ptWl4S est (p. 17,239) and UIIUS ergo d~ tri"ltaJe est Cnt'!fiX/IS (p. 17.245). However, the three sections 
from which John Maxentius cites are not preent In the TomllS ad Arrnenios. 

Innocent of Maronia also transmits these three sections under the name Proclus: ACO IV, 
p. 73.1-U (flrst section). 13-27 (the next two sections follow, concurring il) meaning with tIle 
Libel/us fidtl. pp. 16,229-17.248; as his source he gives ex libro ill de fide or ex serrtl(",e de fide, 

(d) Praclu.s. Ep. IV ad IooII/rem Allliochelllun (CPG 5901): DP. p.48 IV (Greek) (under the 
name of Cyril of Alexandria; another manuscript ascrib~ the fragmc:nt to Basil (writing to John 
of Antioch), yet another to Bishop Pamphi'lus of Abydos; the latter is familiar as the writer 
of a (forged) letter to Peter (the Fuller): ACO III, 9-10, where the subject is the Trishagion): 
eva v,r; Tpld6or; ICaTa udpICa tUTuvpiiJu8uI; 

in Severos of Antioch, C. imp. Gram. III, 41: CSCO 102, 247 (according to Severos it is 
a fragment from Proclus, Ep. ad loh. Ant., with the incipit: ut videtur, insignis poetae instar): unum 
ex trinitate carne cruciflXum ,onfitemur; 

Latin: Facund. Herm., Pro dej I, 1, 9: CCL 9OA, pp.5,61-6,66; PG 65, 876C-877A; 
Liberatus, Brev. 10: ACO II, 5, p. 111,16-20. 

2. Spread 

(a) The Eutychian monk Dorotheus produces the formula at the fourth session of the Council 
of Chalcedon (17 October 451): ACO II, I, 2, p. 120,16-20.23f. 

(b) Peter the Iberian (453-488) is taught about it in a vision. Cf. John Rufus, Plerophonae 
(from 515), ch. 37 = PO 8, 86-87. 

(c) Emperor Zeno, Henoticon (§ 7): 'One of the Trinity ... became incarnate', see eeT 11/1, 

9. M. Richard, 'Proclus de Constantinople et Ie theopaschisme', RHE 38 (1942), 303-31 = 
Op. Min. II, no. 52, esp. 323-31. Richard maintains that a formula like this in a letter to John 
of Antioch would never have met with approval in Antioch in 438, and on the other hand would 
have been cited by Cyril and his supporters wim great pleasure. But there i~ no echo of either 
of these responses at all . Theodoret too in me Eraniste$ is unaware of the formula. According 
to Richard, however. if fragment (d) is not authentic. tben neither is fragment (e), since both 
seem to be from the sllIIle hand (according to Schwartz, Konzi/sIIIJil!ll, p.28. n.3 and p.47). 
Richard considers it bistorically illegitimate to deduce from the formui:J IInlU ex tnlJill/le IIICtlrna/JIJ 

est to the otller formula linus de trillitate panus esc. bcoAuse not everybody would have regarded 
such a logical operarion as permissible. Richard's reasoning is COllfirmed by the interpolations 
at the end of the second apologia of Nestoriu! (in the Liber HerodiJis); the interpolations were 
written after the death of Thcodosius II and report violent disputes about theopascbitisrn in Con­
stantinople. but the formula IIIIUS ex trill/tate • •• does not appear. (We are grateful to Prof. 1. 
AbTliffiowski, to whom we owe mi! observation.) 
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253. From here it was taken over into the libel/us of the Alexandrian apocrisiarii which these 
handed over to the papal delegation of 497 in Constantinople: CA, ep. 102, no. 11: CSEL 35, 
472; in Rome this libel/us was translated by Dionysius Exiguus into Latin: CA, ep. 102: CSEL 
35, 473. 

(d) Emperor Anastasius I: Confession of faith, in Zacharias Rhetor cont., BEVIl, 8: Brooks, 
CSCO 88, p. 30,16-27; Hamilton·Brooks, 173: ' ... J confess that one of the pmarrs [hyposfases) 
of the Trinity, God the Word, ... became incarnate .. . was crucified .. .' In his slIggeslla to 
Pope Hormis<us of 29 June 519, the deacon Dioscorus comments that Emperor Anastasiu! has 
prescribed the IIIIIIS de tritt/fafe cnlc!flxlI.5 for the Catholics. On the condemnation of those who 
refuse to confess 'one of the Trinity was crucified' at a SYlIOtius Elldrmousa in Constantinople 
(according to Victor of Tunnuna in 499; more correctly ill 507), summoned at the irutigntion 
of Pbiloxellus of Mabbog under Emperor Anutasius, see CCT TIll, 270-1. Because the whole 
Antiocbene and Leonine tradition, as this had passed into the Chalcedonian formula, w~s rejected 
at the Synod, one understands why the unus de trinitate crucif'IXUS was regarded with such suspicion 
in the West. Cf. H. de Noris, 'Dissertatio I. in historiam controversiae de Uno ex Trinitate 
passo', in idem, Historia Pelogiana et Dissertatio de Synodo V. Oecumenica (edition: Padua, 1708 
- appendix 105-136; a further dissertation on the Scythian monks, ibid., 137-156, esp. 108). 
See also V. Grumel, 'L'auteur et la date de composition du tropaire '0 Movol'evlf~', EO 22 
(1923) (398-418), 404-10. 

(e) Philoxenus of Mabbog (d. 523), Dissertationes decem de uno e sancta trinitate incorporato et passo 
(Memre contre 1;1abib): PO 15, 443-542 (Latin); PO 38, 479-633; PO 39, 549-753 (French); 
PO 40, 203-351 (French). 

(f) Severus of Antioch, C. imp. Gmlll. m, ch. 29; cf. Jolw of Beth Aphth., Vila Smri: PO 2, 
236-237: at the instigation of Severns an imperial delegation was sent to Patriarch Macedonius 
to ask him where he stood witl1 regard to the sentence IWUJ de frillilafe /tlellmalus. The Patriarch 
of Constantinople rejected the formula. Severos saw in it the touchstone of 'true faith'. 

(g) The forged letters to Peter the Puller; see above, pp. 259- 60; V. Schurr, Trilllliil$lehre, 147, 
n. 151, compiles the texts from these letters, insofaT as they contain ou'r formula, which is to 
be distinguished from the expanded Trishagion of Peter the' Fuller. We \11ay assume that the 
fonnula 'one uf the Trinity became flesh, (or) was crucified' was readily sei2ed as the shibboleth 
of orthodoxy in the fight against any Nestorianism, before it became the battlc-cry against 
Chaleedon through the Hellor{co1/ and the Seve{llDs. It was well-known in the monasteries of 
St Euthymiu! and St Sabas near Jerusalem, especially through the TomUJ to the Armenians, from 
whom nume.rous monks had come to S3b38.

10 It was precisely among these monastic Pat hers 
that Proclus' formula became the instrument for warding off Nestorianism as well as 
EutychillDism. I j 

Tile propaganda fur this formula quickly encompassed further circles in the Near East. As 
early 3S 520 Catholic clerics and monks from Jerusalem, Antioch ,and Syria Second; submitted 
to Emperor Justin a confession of faith, in which the UIIUS ex sanCIa (I 'IIII'IS essclIl/ae lrilll/ale was 

10. Euthymius himself came from Melitene, the metropolis of Armenia II, and as presbyter 
there had exercised supervision over the monks before he came to Jerusalem in 405. E. Schwartz, 
Kyrillos von Skythopolis (Leipzig, 1939), 358. 

11. Cf. V. Schurr, Trinltiltslehre, 145. In the Vita Buthym;; no. 26, Cyril of Scythopolis com· 
ments that the Saint confessed against Nestorius and Eutyches that 'the God·Logos, the one 
from the holy and consubstantial Trinity, became flesh' (Schwart2, p. 40,14-15). Sabas himself 
confessed the formula of Proclus, but not the expanded Trishagion of Peter the Fuller (Vita Sabae, 
no. 32: Schwartz, pp.117,25-118,20), and was distressed about the Nestorian monks who 
'venerate Christ, the one from the holy and consubstantial Trinity, but not as our true God' 
(Vita Sabae, no. 38: Schwartz, p.127,21-24). On the confession of Abbot Abraham shortly 
before 500 see V. Schurr, Trinitiltslehre, 145-6, n. 144. 
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recommended as the right interpretation of Chalcedonian faith. 12 On the basis of the tradition, 
originally Constantinopolitan, which was not yet burdened with the Severan controversy, the 
Scythian monks too will have gained their understanding of the trinitarian theopaschite formula. 
For them it was the via media between Nestorius and Eutyches and did not raise the claim of 
being a formula of union between the larger blocks, the supporters and opponents of Chalcedon, 
or the Nestorians and the Severans.13 

Justinian's first action, while still Justin I's co-regent, concerned the theme 'one of the Trinity 
who was crucified'. 

II. JUSTINIAN AND HIS ACTIONS IN THE CONFLICT OVER THE 

FORMULA UNUS EX TRINITATE CRUCIFIXUS 

1. The appearance of the Scythian monks in Constantinople 

The Scythian monks,14 who signified the first theological challenge for 
Justinian, carne from the region south of the mouth of the Danube, 
which had Tomi as its capital. They lived in tension with their bishop 
Patemus, and in contrast had close ties with their compatriot Vitalian, 
particularly through their confrater, the monk Leontius, who was a 
relative of the army commander. Perhaps they carne with their protector 
into the imperial city when Justin, after seizing power, summoned him 
and made him magister militum. The dramatis personae found themselves 
together: Justin, Justinian, Vitalian, the monks, as well as the legates 
of Pope Hormisdas, who, perhaps at the direct suggestion of Vitalian, 

12. See CA, i!p.232a: PI'. 705,6-706,16. The Emperor passed on tlJis confession with his 
recommendation to Pope HOfllljsdas (9 September 520; CA, tp.232, pp.701- 3). 

13. On thill prqblem see V. Schurr, Tritl/tiJfj/ehre, 148-51. Schurr rightly places the Scytbians 
in that tradition of orthodox- circles of the Orient, in which the formula of Proclus 'was spread 
as the corc:--word and password of orthodoxy and exined 35 their property, before the supporters 
of the Hf'1I0IiCOtl and the Severans used it forpropagauda' (149). Schurr considers tbe theopaschite 
conflict as the 'advance of the theology of the Palestinian lavras inco the West' (see below on 
Euthymius and Sabas) 'and its breakthrough to victory under Justinian', See 229 with reference 
back to 142-67. 

14. See B. Altaner, 'Der grieclillche Tbeologe Leontiu5 und Leontius der skythischc Monell. 
Eine prosopographische Untersucbung', ThQ 127 (1947), 147-65, idem. 'Zum Schrifttum der 
"s\tytbischen" (gotischcn) Monche', H15ifb 72 (1953), 568-81; P. Cloric, CCL 85A (Turnboul, 
1978) VUI- XVI: Do{llm~rrla e/ Testimollia; XXIII- XLI: Prolegomella. They are monks from the 
triangle between the mouth of the Dan~lbe and the Black Sea, the old land of the Scythians, 
into which the Goths had penetraced so that a mixed culture resulted. See 'Fro.m 'the Land of 
the Scythi:uu', Ti,e MelropolilatJ MJlseutlJ of Art BJll/etfll XXXII 5 (1975) (on the acculturation 
process between the Goths and the Scythians). Cf. H. Wolfram, Cesc/richte der COlell. VOII dell 
A'if"ii"gclI bis 2'lIr Mille des seellS/fll Jahr/umderts. Eli/Will! tlllCf' his/or/schell Etlmogmphie (Munich, 
1980). especially 40-136 (Migration to the Black Sea ••• , constitution and cuLture of the Goths 
on the Danube and the Black Sea); 448-60: ethnography. See the litcmurc, particularly on 5- 13. 
J. A. McGuckin. 'The "Theopaschite Confession" (Text and Historical Context): 1I Study in 
the Cyrilline Rc-interpretation of Chalcedon'. JEll 35 (1984) , 239-55. 
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had been sent to Constantinople (before 25 March 519) to restore the 
unity of the Church. The hour was thus favourable for the Scythian 
monks. 

We discern a particular intention or a programme in their appearance: 
they wanted to protect the Council of Chalcedon, probably in the face 
of Severan opponents, against the reproach of Nestorianism 15 by pro­
ducing a greater synthesis between the Cyril of the mia-physis formula 
and the unification christology of Proclus. Serving them for this purpose 
were: (1) a more differentiated assessment of the Cyrillian mia-physis 
formula and of the acknowledgement of its corrective function vis-a-vis 
a one-sided use of the two-natures formulaj (2) the simultaneous use of 
the two formulas 'from two natures' and 'in two natures'j (3) the 
insistence on the confession of Mary as the 'true and real theotokos', 
directed above all against the Sleepless Monks, as we shall seej (4) the 
use of precisely this formula Christus unus ex trinitate incarnatus et pasSUSj 
and (5) the manner of speaking of the Christos synthetos or Christus 
compositus . 16 

They wasted no time in accusing the Constantinopolitan deacon 
Victor of heresy before the legates and in handing over to them a 
libellus. 17 The Roman delegation, consisting of the bishops Germanus 
and John, the deacons Felix and Dioscorus, an Alexandrian who lived 
in Rome, and the presbyter Blandus, refused to accept the Scythian 

15. That the Scythians were of t.he opinion tbat the Council of Cbalcedon was not sufficient 
against Ncstorilu and for this 'reason needed to be expanded, was reported by the deacon 
Di05CQrus ill his suggestio to Pope Hormisdas of 15 October 519: CA, ~p. 224, no. 7: CSEL 35, 
686: 'May Your Beatitude (HormisdasJ know that these Scythians say that all who accept the 
Synod of Chalcedon are Nestorians, and say "the Synod is not sufficient against Nestorius", and 
one ought to accept the Synod as they themselves b3ve expounded (it).' 

16. With V. Schurr, Trl"itillsleJ,re, 149, n . 155, for this programme we have to refer to (1) 
the suggestio of Dioscorus (CA, ep. 224, no. 3: p. 685). where the concerns of the monks are 
given: "lIbuen/llt ill/tnl/ontm de '4110 de Irl,lI'lDte CnlCi[IXO at dt Christo composito tt de nliis ,opitll/is; 
(2), the Capi/1I1a of John Maxentius: no. 1 (simultaneous use of fOl1l)ulas); no. 2 (Maria dId 
gerlttrlx); no. 4 (1'''11.' tk trilliti/le); no. 9 (ChrlSllIs cOlllposlllls);see CCL 8SA, 29~30; (3) John 
Maxentius, Llbell. jld. Xl, 22: CCL 85A, p. 18,277-279; here Maxentius stresses the connection 
betw~en the confession of dei glmetrlx llDd Ihe formula IInlls de tri"llall' .•• ; (4) John Maxentius, 
Dialog. c. Nmoriall.: Book I deals particularly with Mary, the mother of God; Book. 11 develop.s 
c$pecially (3) the IIIIIIS de trinilate and (b) Chris/us compos/IllS; (5) the letter of the monks to the 
African bishops, part J (with the themes named). 

17. See the Information in P. Glorie, CCL 85A, XXIV, who assigns thh meeting and the 
handing over of the I/bel/us to the period between 25 March and 29 june 519. cr. CA, tp. 228. 
The libel/us wa~ also ptesented to the Patri.1rch of ClJn$t~ntinopLe. See Llbell. jld.: CCL 85A, 
5-25. According to CA, ~p. 224, the deacon Victor confessed stcict-ChalcedonUlD teaching. CE. 
CCL85A, XXV. 
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memorandum. 18 Vitalian took the part of the Scythian party from the 
very beginning and excluded the papal legates from further discussion; 
to this discussion, however, he invited the Patriarch of Constantinople 
and the deacon Victor, and probably also the monks. 19 Thus, at least 
according to external conduct, the strict-Chalcedonian Vitalian became 
the supporter of the theopaschite-trinitarian formula of the monks, who 
now decided, probably on his advice, to send a delegation to Rome 
(the summer of 519), in order to gain Pope Hormisdas for their 
cause.20 

2. The Scythian appeal to Rome and the stance of Justinian 

(a) The appeal to the Pope 
Where did Justinian stand? When Pope HOmUsdas demanded from his 
legates a report of success,21 Vitalian and Justinian seized the oppor­
tunity to report to Rome about the monks, concerning whom the papal 
legates themselves made some very critical remarks. 22 No doubt 
influenced by the negative attitude of the papal legates, in the heat of 
the moment Justinian wrote a letter, in which the names of the monks 
are mentioned23 and clearly warned against. The Pope should 'receive' 
them appropriately and 'send them far away'. Their empty prattle 
(vaniloquia) introduced novelties into the Church, which were contained 
neither in the four Councils nor in the letters of Leo. They should be 
given 'a corresponding penance and be dismissed'. Such 'restless people' 
(inquieti homines) should not be allowed to disturb the unity and peace 

18. John Maxentius, Libell. fid., tit.: CCL 85A, 5. . 
19. Cf. Suggestio Dioseori ad Hormisdam: CA, ep.224, nos. 6-7. Dioscorus knows nothing 

about the result of the discussion. 
20. cf. P. Glorie, in C L 85A, XXVI, n. 27. To the group of tr3vellas belonged the monks 

J01m, Leontius, Achilles and Mauritius. Cf. CA, tp. 187 aDd 191. 10 Rome they met their com­
patriot, Diollysius Exiguw, who to support the Scythian cause translated several writings from 
Greek: into Latin. rwnely Cyril Alex., Ep. 45 and 46 oJ SIICCCtl.!UrII (cf. ACO I, 5, 295-302). 
his tpls/ula sYIlodlca to Nestorius and Proclus' Tot/JIIS ad Armttlios; on the further translations into 
Latin see B. Altaner, art. cit., ThQ 127 (1947), 150, n. 13. 

21. Hormisdas pp., CA, ep. 219: 680-681; CA, ep. 220 and 221: 681, 681-682. The legates 
write on 29 June 519: CA, ep.217: 677-679. 

22. CA, ep.217, nos. 5-12: 677-679. 
23. Justinian, Ep. ad Hormisd. (CPG 6867) of 29 June 519: CA, ep. 187, 644-645; Amelotti­

Migliardi Zingale, Seritti te%gici, no. 3, p. 8. 
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which had been newly regained (after the Acacian schism).24 What 
Vitalian wrote is not preserved; however, he probably spoke for the 
monks, as is clear from the letter of the papal legates of 29 June 519. 
The monks reportedly attempted to win Vitalian over for their new 
plans, which would have been all the easier, for , as was stated, a relative 
of the powerful man was among them. Z5 What is significant now is 
that Justinian evidently had second thoughts about his first letter, and, 
a few days after sending his letter of 29 June 519, forwarded an 'express 
letter',26 which was intended to reach the Pope more quickly than his 
first. In this second letter new notes were sounded. The Pope was sup­
posed to answer the questions of the 'pious monks' as quickly as possible 
and send them back to Constantinople with this decision 'before our 
delegate [with the letter of 29 June] arrives before Your Holiness'. 
Otherwise there was imminent danger to the unity of the Church. From 
this letter onwards Justinian favoured the Scythian monks. On 15 
October 519 a new letter was sent to Rome, in which Justin's co-regent 
once again urged that the questions be answered quickly and the 
trinitarian-theopaschite formula be accepted. 27 On 19 January 520 his 
pressure on the Pope increased. Together with Emperor Justin and 
Patriarch John he reported to Rome that from various provinces of the 
East intercessions had arrived, speaking of certain capitula about the 
inseparable Trinity, which one could not turn one's back on.28 Indeed 
the letter of Justinian has been lost; from the response of the Pope to 
him, however, we know that the topic was nothing other than the 

24. In his letter to Horrnisdas of 29 June 519 (CA, ep.216; F. Glorie, CCL 85A, 
XXVI-XXVII) the papal deacon Dioscorus also condemns the monks in strident tones. When 
these claim that Chalcedon is not sufficient against Nestorius and they demand new discussion, 
this reveals a criticism of the Fourth Council, the characteristic motive for which fits into what 
today is described as the neo-Chalcedonian approach. In opposition to this Dioscorus persistently 
sets his strict-Chalcedonianism. Chalcedon is said to be devalued by this; apart from the Council 
itself, the letters of Leo, and the letters of the bishops in the CE, the Council needs no further 
addition, because this would destroy what had already been achieved. 

25. Cf. CA, ep.217, no. 11, p. 679: propter Islas novas in/entiones Vitaliano magnifICo viro 
subripuerunt et talia vindicare. 

26. Justinian, Letter from the beginning of July 519 (CPG 6869): CA, ep. 191, 648-649; 
Amelotti-Migliardi Zingale, Seritli teologici, no. 4, p. 9. See the Pope's reply of 2 September 519 
(= CA, ep. 189), in which he passes over in silence Justinian's inconsistency. 

27. Justinian, Ep. ad Hormlsd. (CPG 6868): CA, ep. 188, 645-646, of 15 October 519; 
Amelotti-Migliardi Zingale, no. 5, p. 10. The letter arrived in Rome on 17 November 519. On 
the same day the deacon Dioscorus wrote once again against the monks: CA, ep. 224, 685-687. 

28. Justinian emp., Ep. ad Hormlsd.: CA, ep. 181, 636-637; John Const., Relatio ad Hormisd.: 
CA, ep.183, 638-639. 
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formula l,"US ex tri"itate passus est. 29 On 9 July 520 Justinian once again 
supported the Oriental petitions with Pope Hormisdas 30 and this time 
he himself defended the formula of the monks, in part with words from 
St Augustine, even if in a modified form. 31 The concept of persona was 
inserted into it. In this way he removed the fear of the Latins that 
through the trinitarian-theopaschite formula the divine nature as such 
was being made the organon of suffering. Justinian considered the ques­
tion to be so urgent that on 9 September 520 he sent a new letter to 
the Pope, which Bishop John, the presbyter Heraclianus and the deacon 
Constantine were to deliver. 32 He requested anew a complete answer 
(integrum responsum) which left nothing further in doubt. To reassure the 
Pope he once again slipped in his persona formula. 'One of the Trinity' 
is interpreted as persona in trinitate et ex trinitate.33 With this expression 
a bridge could also be built to the deacon Dioscorus. Against this 
attempt, however, Maxentius, the real rabble-rouser in the whole 
theopaschite affair, made a decided stand. For him only the pure formula 
'one of the Trinity suffered' was tolerable. He reproached the deacon 
with only wanting to introduce Nestorianism once again into the 
Church by this formula 'Christ - one person of the Trinity'.'" Th~t 
this accusation was aimed at the Roman deacon becomes quite clear from 

29. Hormisd. pp., Ep. 112 = CA, ep.206 from the end of March 520. Cf. F. Glorie in 
CCl 85A, XXXIV, n. 68, with reference to the libel/us ofJohn Maxentius, IX 14; XI 20: Glorie, 
pp. 14,190-191; 17,253-255. 

30. Justinian, Ep. ad Honnisd. (CPG 6870), of 9 July 520: CA, ep. 196, p. 656,5-27; Amelotti­
Migliardi Zingale, Serifll te%gicf. no. 6, pp. 11-12. 

31. Cf. F. Glorie in CCL 85A, XXXIV-XXXV. He states that the formula unus ex trin/tate 
can be understood with Augustine as nliqlla ex (rilli/are pWOIIII. 

32. Justinian, Ep. ad Horm/$d. (CPG6873) of 9 September 520: CA, cp. 235, 715; Amelotti· 
Migliardi Zingale, Scrilli reologiel, no. 8, p. 14. 

33. lbid., CA. tp. 235, p.715,22-25; Amelotti-Migliardi Zing~le, loco cll .• p. 14,14-16: reet! 
dldlur ,mIlS /11 rrill/rate "1111 patre splr/luque .aIICIO r~glltlri!, mill~s(atisqlle e/IIS persollam ill lrillitale tl 
ex trin/tale no" itlfldeliltr tred/m"s. 

34. John Maxentius, Dialog. C. Nestorlan. II, XXI: CCl85A, 105-106. Maxentius introduces 
as the po~ition of the 'Nestorian' : "OPl, """m ex trilli/ate. sed, '411<1"' pcr.sollam Citrisllllll ex trill/late, 
",t/ius arbllror ,o"fi,eri. Maxentius $3Y S that it is the Catholic ddinition to confess: de/1m lIerblf"" 
dam/111m, lIos/mlll Ies"m Chris/lilli, "m, propria camc, unum faleri ex tri,,/tale, /reef 11011 sil UCII"J,lnt 
camem de substlllllill trill/tatis (vv. 1016-1020). By this i$ meant DioscoIUs. BlU even the deposed 
patriarch of Alexandria, TheodosilU (535-566), a decided SeveraD, introduces the ter~ hyposursis 
in order to interpret correctly the IIIIIIS ex lri"itale against 'Sabellians'; cf. (1) his TraclalllS Ilre~loglt/ 
ralio el seopll$ (CPG 7136): CSCO 103 (V), p.25,5-9; EI illde ollsl mill C/ lIIe dicere: essenliam 
Trillitalis /"corporatam esse per ,mam ex lryposlas,'bJls; el idem pratJicalft de lIalllra Jillitla. Ibid., 26 (Oil 

his work, ch. VI): . .. circll ill/llltlianotionem IItI/11S e Trillila/e salleta, Verbi Del, disc/mIlS Irypoftasim 
ipsills Verbi ta"tum i"corpora/am /!Sse. To it corresponds (2) u,e 5tatements in the Oralio Iheologlro 
(CPG 7137), ch. VI: CSCO 103 (V), pp. 51,32-53,30. Reference is made in this to the word 
I,yposursis in Ps. Dionysius Arcop., Dc diu. 110m. I 4; th.c inCllmation is SAid to take place por 
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the 'reply' of Maxentius to Horrnisdas' letter35 to the African bishop, 
Possessor, who from 517 was residing in Constantinople. In this reply 
we read:36 

Here it is the right place for us to show how and why the heretics. of whom Dioscorus 
is one. proclaim Christ as one person of the Trinity. but do not condescend to confess 
Christ as one from the Trinity. They assent that Christ has the prosopo" of the God·Logos, 
but is not himself the God·Logos ... In this wily way they indeed admit that Christ 
is a person of the Trinity; however, in no way do they want to confess him as one of the 
Trinity. 

In his criticism of Horrnisdas' letter, Maxentius reduces the persona 
concept of the deacon Dioscorus to the meaning which it had received 
in the controversy between Cyril and Nestorius in the years 429-431. 
Prosopon is seen as the prosopon of the appearance of the divine in Jesus, 
who is then conceived as a simple human being; thus it is seen as the 
expression of a purely accidental unity between the God-Logos and the 
human being Jesus of Nazareth, which Maxentius too still interprets as 
a behavioural unity and as the indwelling of the Word in the human 
being Jesus. 37 Thus Maxentius connects this extreme Nestorian under­
standing of the unity in Christ with the persona formula of Dioscorus. 
This must be regarded as pure polemic. 

(b) Intervention of the senate and people of Rome 
So far neither the letters from the imperial court nor the journey of the 
Scythian monks to Rome had been able to move Pope Horrnisdas to a 
decision about the trinitarian-theopaschite formula. The four monks 
from the East tried yet other ways to achieve their goals. They turned 

unam ex suis hypostasibus (ibid., p. 52,10-11). (3) The signature to his Epistui4 canonica (CPG 7138): 
CSCO 103, 59. (4) His synodal letter to Paul of Antioch (CPG 7142): CSCO 103 (V), 
p.84,13-21. 

35. Epist. quae dicilJlT esse Papa~ Honllisdae ad Possessorem •.. : ceL 8SA. 115-121 (0f13 August 
520); on this see F. Glorie. ibid., XXXVI: the bishop Possessor had been consulted about Faustus 
of Riez and his theology of grace, He himself now requests from the Pope enlightenment on 
this question (CA. ~p, 230, of 18 July 520). In his reply (CA, ep, 231, of 13 August 520: 
CCl85A, 115-121) Hormisdas speaks of the Scythian monks who have just departed &om Rome 
for Constantinople and he reprim3Uds their superbia et l"mullllS in the sharpest po~sible words 
(especially nos. 6-10). Maxentius wanted to defend the Scythian monks against this lotter. which 
he declared was forged. and compiled a long resporue: RespOlIJ/o advtmu I!pislil/mtl : CCL 85A, 
123-153. On Dioscorus see no. XXVI. 134-135. 

36. John Maxentius, Resp. adv. epist. Hormisd. I, 8 (XXVI): CCl85A, pp. 134.348-135,368. 
Maxentius wants to allow the word persona only if it is understood as naturalis personae vocabulum. 
But then he claims it is sufficient to say: Christus unus ex trinitate. See no. XXVII. vv. 368-380. 

37. Ibid.: CCl85A. p. 135,359-365. 381-388. Christ would not 'be one juxta cornpoJitionem 
(from God the Word and the human nature). but illXllf allerills in Il /ll!ro ItabltatiOlltlll .• , sive secun· 
dum gratiam, duarum personarum socialem unitionem Illiam pmollam C/rristulll i/lldlegulll. 



326 CHRIST IN CHRISTIAN TRADITION 

to the senate and the people.38 The senator Faustus, a supporter of the 
strict-Chalcedonian tradition, now commissioned the presbyter Trifolius 
to examine the teaching of the Fathers to see whether the 'one of the 
Trinity has been crucified' was found among the Fathers. We have the 
result of his investigation:39 he lumped together the theopaschism of 
the Scythians with that of the Arians and Apollinarians. According to 
Trifolius the Scythian formula was not to be found in the four Councils, 
for in this formula, which is foreign to tradition, suffering was expressed 
of the divinity, whereas the flesh was said to remain free of suffering. 
For this reason, he said, the Council of Chalcedon condemned this 
formula when it was presented by the monks Dorotheus and Carosus. 40 

Trifolius claimed that the reference by the monks to the Tomus ad 
Armenios of Patriarch Proclus was invalid, because the theopaschite 
formula was certainly introduced as a forgery, 41 just as similar things 
were done with the letters of the Fathers Athanasius, Cyril and Leo. 
'If anything is found in the words of the holy Fathers which does not 
agree with the holy letters or the definition of the Council of Chalcedon, 
then evidently we are dealing with a forgery of the heretics.'42 

(c) A side-stage 
The Scythian monks thus found no understanding for their request in 
Rome, and for that reason they turned in writing to African bishops, 
who had been banished by the Vandals to Sardinia.43 Their spiritual 
leader was Fulgentius of Ruspe. This epistula was delivered to the exiles 
by the deacon John. To a great extent it is a revision of that libellus fidei 
which the Scythians had wanted in vain to present to the papal legates 

38. Cf. F. Glorie, Prolegomena in CCl 8SA, XXXIII. The time of this action cannot be deter­
mined precisely. 

39. Trifol. presb., Ep. ad beat. Faustum senat. c. Ioannem Scytham monachum: ed. F. Glorie, 
CCl85, 137-139; also in Schwartz, PS, pp. 115-117. On the authenticity, see ibid., 300. On 
the person of Faustus and his hostile attitude to Byzantium, see ibid., 231, 274. 

40. Cf. on this H. Bacht, 'Die Rolle des orientalischen Mtinchtums .. .', in Chalkedon II, 
237-42. Trifolius refers to Chalcedon, actio IV, no. 108: Greek - ACO II, I, 2, p. 120,23-24; 
latin (Rusticus) - ACO II, 3, 2, p. 127,15-16. Trifolius cites the confession of Carosus and 
Dorotheus as condemned by the Council (CCl85, p. 139,67-70): confitentes salvatorem nostrum 
Iesum Chris tum, qui descendit ... cruCif'IXUS. unum de trinitate esse passum (according to the transla­
tion 4f). The Greek acta and the translation of Rusticus (see above) omit the unum. Rusticus' 
text reads: credimus ilium passum trinitatis esse. 

41. In fact the formula unus de trinitate passus est cannot be established in the authentic works 
of Proclus; d. above, p. 318 with note 9. 

42. Trifol. presb., Ep. ad b. Faustum sen., no. 8: CCl85, p. 140,94-97. 
43. Cf. on this V. Schurr, Trinitatslehre, 159-60. 
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in Constantinople in 519. 44 In none of the imperial or Roman 
documents with which we have previously dealt is there any sign that 
the explosive nature of the libellus fidei, or of the 'Letter to the bishops', 
was discerned. It was solely the formula 'one of the Trinity' that caused 
a sensation. To Roman ears another text must really have been more 
objectionable, although it begins in a completely Chalcedonian manner. 

According to the tradition of the holy Fathers, we confess our lord Jesus Christ in two 
united and unconfilSed natures, that is of the divinity and of the humanity, in one person 
or hyposttuis. We do not agree with those who proclaim one incarnate nature of God the 
Word and shun the faith of the venerable Council of Chalcedon, nor do we accept those 
who deceitfully proclaim two natures, but in no way confess the one incarnate nature of 
God the Word, thinking that it is contrary to the confession of the two natures, as if the 
one incarnate nature of God the Word signifies anything other than the two natures ineffably 
united.45 

This statement, already quite clear in itself, can be expanded by means 
of the writings of the monks and bishops of the Black Sea region. so 
that a total picture of a Latin christology results, which could become 
for Justinian the model and content of his future policy. Even in the 
West it was able to make an impression and provide a stimulus. For 
this total picture we must have recourse once again to the year 512. 

3. Latin neo-Chalcedonian christology in the Black Sea region 
be~een 512 and 533 

After Severus' opponent John the Grammarian.46 in the texts of the 
Scythians just named (Mellus fidei and their letter to the African bishops) 
we encounter again the willingness to consider both confessions in 
expressing right faith: the mia physis against Nestorius. the dyo physeis 
against Eutyches and his lot . Nevertheless it is justifiable to ask whether 
this consideration also includes the simultaneous use of both formulas 
so strongly stressed by M. Richard, which is his condition for allocating 
the name 'neo-Chalcedonianism'. 47 What is important is his observa­
tion that the definition of Chalcedon is already a synthesis with Cyril's 

44. Scyth. mon., Ep. ad Eppos: CCl85A, 157-172. F. Glorie notes in the apparatus the 
variants from the libel/,IS fidei (CCl85A. 5-25). 

45 . Ibid., (II), 3: eeL 85A, pp. 158,33-159,43, to ~ compared with Libel/us fldd Vlll, 13: 
p. 13.161- 168, and with John Maxentius, Capito 1: p. 29 ,~. As proof [hen follows Cyril Alex., 
Ep. 46 ad S,lCa llSlIllI. 3 in the translation of DioQysius Exiguus, 4 (see tbe appa.utus on [UI , 
3). See the English rransiJltion of the letter by J. A. McGuckln,]EH 35 (1984) , 247- 55. 

46. See above, p. 69, n. 138. 
47. M. Richard, 'le Neo-chalcedonisme', MSR 3 (1946), 156--{jl = Cp. Min. II, no. 56. 
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formulaic language, even if Richard does not exhaust all the possibilities 
of this discovery. 48 The extent to which the Scythians wanted to 
invoke the mia-physis formula to interpret Chalcedon, however, still 
needs to be examined. In fact they came to speak of the confrontation 
of the two conceptual systems twice. What motive lay behind this? 

(a) The Scythian monks and neo-Chalcedonianism 
Their libellus submitted to the papal legates, as well as the letter to the 
bishops, shows plainly that the Scythian monks are conscious that their 
synthesis is unfamiliar to Chalcedonians; they know that the one-nature 
formula is considered to be incompatible with the two-natures for­
mula. 49 For its fresh judgement on the una natura the letter to the 
Africans refers, as shown, to Cyril of Alexandria and his interpretation 
of the formula, the Iibellus fidei refers in contrast to its recognition by 
Patriarch Flavian,50 who also confesses the 'from two natures' rejected 
by Chalcedon. The monks do not attempt a conceptual analysis in order 
to be able to produce the equation of 'two natures' and una dei verbi natura 
incarnata (the one nature of the incarnate God-Logos). In this context 
they also do not get involved in the synonymous usage of hypostasis and 
physis present in Cyril, but rather resort to hermeneutics. Through the 
juxtaposition of formulas that sound contradictory, they call for reflec­
tion on the orthodoxy of the other side. The motive which animates 
them is very commendable; it is already active shortly before their 
appearance in the 'Letter of the Orientals', which had been addressed 
in 512 to Pope Symmachus,51 at the time when the pressure of 
Emperor Anastasius and his Henoticon policy was most noticeable to 
the supporters of Chalcedon.52 This letter was a cry for help to Pope 
Symmachus from Scythia and Thrace, the European provinces in the 
North-East of the Byzantine Empire. It stemmed from Chalcedonian­
orthodox bishops, who abandoned no aspect of Chalcedon, but who, 
for the sake of their dioceses, did not want to break with the Acacians 

48. As the analysis of the horos of Chalcedon by A. de Halleux has shown us. See jdChr 13
, 

755-62, especially 758, 761-2. 
49. Cf. Llbell. fid. VIll, 13: CCL 85A, p. 13,164- 166: lIee IllJJm selltentiam, quam quasi contrariam 

quidam synodo aestimant, id est, lII",m natllram del "erbi i,/Can/allllll, avertimur. Similarly Scyth. 
mon., Ep. ad Eppos (II), 3: p. 159,40-41 : lust/mal/tes hoc [ = tile one-nature formula) duarum 
naturarum contrarium. The qUidam nevertheless weakens considerably the state of judging the una 
natura. 

50. Ube/l. fid. VIII, 13: p.14, 172-176. 
51. Ep. Orient., Inter epp. Symmachi ppae: Thiel I, 709-717; see CCT II11, p.309, n.255. 
52. Cf. V. Schurr, Trinitatslehre, 108-27. 



'ONE OF THE TRINITY WAS CRUCIFIED' 329 

(supporters of the Henoticon). 53 We find ourselves in the period between 
512 and 518. What dogmatic position is present in the letter of the 
Orientals? The authors confess the Council of Chalcedon and its two­
natures teaching, the Tomus of Leo; for this reason they are persecuted 
by the supporters of the mia physis; many of them have been sent 
into exile. 54 They even admit that 'their Father' Acacius has failed. 55 

He is no longer living; were they now, however, to break communion 
with his supporters, they would be driven out and their dioceses 
would be deserted. The Pope is requested not to condemn them, 
but rather to take them into communion with him. 56 Admittedly the 
Romans must have begun to wonder at the following suggestion for 
mediation: the Oriental bishops do not want to join in the schism of 
Acacius, but want to reject the formula of the Alexandrians 'from two 
natures one nature after the union'. But as a via media they propose 'from 
two natures and in two natures'. The Fathers are said to have spoken 
already in this way. 57 

Thus it is intended that a simultaneous usage of formulas be allowed, 
which had been excluded at Chalcedon.58 The Epistula Orientalium thus 
really confines itself to a 'minor point', the famous ex duabus and in 
duabus. 

It would certainly have needed some rethinking, both historically and 

53. lind. , 122. Schurr adduces the following considerations for detennining the senders: (1) 
they call Acacius their father, thus they belong to the ecclesiastical territory of Constantinople 
(unlike the bishops of Illyria, Dardania and Dacia, who belong to the Roman patriarchate); 
(2) they confess Chalcedon (nos. 3, 4, 9, 10 in Thiel) and the primacy of the Pope over the 
whole Church. Schurr, 122-4, proves that epistula 13 of Pope Symmachus of 8 October 512 
(Thiel, pp. 717-22) is the response to this theologically and pastorally distinguished letter from 
the East. 

54. Cf. Ep. Oriental., nos. 3 and 5: Thiel, 711, 712-713. 
55. Ibid., nos. 2, 3, 6: Thiel, 710-711, 711, 713. 
56. Ibid., nos. 5-8: Thiel, 712-714. 
57. Ibid., conclusion of no. 9 and the beginning of no. 10: Thiel, 715-716; on 716 they sketch 

their position: sic et nunc illis, 'ex duabus quidern naturis' dicen/ibus, 'in duabus' autern non confiten. 
libus, nos 'ex duabus' et 'in duabus' pariter dicirnus. Ex duabus enirn dicentes, ex quibus subsistit unitas, 
in duabus autern, in quibus visus est et papatus est et assurnptus post passionern et resurrectionern, con­
fiternur, et in quibus veniet iudicaturus vivos et rnorluos. 

58. Cf. JdGhr 13
, 753-4. We recall that for the Roman legates at Chalcedon the equations 

held true: 'from two natures' = Dioscorus = monophysitism; 'in two natures' = Leo = 
orthodoxy. For this reason they did not accept the proposal of Patriarch Anatolius for a 
christological definition. It is on the basis of this memory that the response of Pope Symmachus 
is to be judged. Cf. on this GGT II/ l, 309-10. The Pope does not deal with the suggestion 
of the Orientals, but rather warns of the great errors to which the three patriarchal cities of 
the Bast (Constantinople. Antioch and Alexandria) had succumbed, namely Nestorianism, the 
IIejmrUl iucllbria of Peter the Fuller, and Eutychianism. Cf. Symmach., Ep. 13 ad Oriental., no. 2: 
T hiel. 718-719: a severe, gloomy picture of the dogmatic offence of the East! 
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speculatively, for the Orientals' proposal for mediation to be accepted. 
But in Rome there was no prospect of this. 

Do we find this synthesis 'from two natures - in two natures' also 
among the Scythian monks? Can one discern a connection with the 
letter of the Orientals of 512? Lest the intentions behind the letter of 
512 and those behind the actions of 519 be confused, we would like to 
highlight the difference immediately. In their letter of 512, the Orientals 
sought to mediate between the moderate supporters of Acacius and of the 
Acacian schism and Rome. The union of 518 was still not realized, but 
a union was striven for. The Scythians, in contrast, had not joined in 
the Acacian schism 59 and they assumed the union that had been 
realized in the meantime. They wanted to mediate 'dogmatically', not 
between Chalcedonians and Severans, but among the Chalcedonians 
themselves. If this important difference is not taken into account, the 
Scythians with their proposals of mediation, however, were completely 
in line with the Epistula Orientalium. They came from the same dogmatic 
tradition as the authors of the letter of 512, but took it further by incor­
porating the mia-physis formula in the discussion and putting it in creative 
tension with the two-natures formula. Thus we return to the letter of 
the monks to the African bishops, more precisely to the passage already 
cited about the two versions of christological language. 60 

In this passage the Scythian monks do not demand explicitly that the 
main contrary statements be confessed simultaneously or alternately; they 
ask only that in interpreting one's own confession the other also be con­
sidered. Whoever confesses 'one nature of the incarnate Word' should 
not interpret this as a rejection of Chalcedon, and whoever says the 
'two natures' should do this honourably in such a way that they remain 
open for the discovery that the mia-physis formula too is compatible with 
Chalcedon, if one interprets it like Cyril of Alexandria. For this purpose 
there also follows a quite lengthy citation from the second letter to 
Succensus.61 Accordingly the monks no doubt see the seemingly con­
tradictory formulas as mutually corrective, but they do not demand an 
actual alternate use of these formulas. Through calling to mind the mia­
physis formula as interpreted by Cyril they want to show how the unus 
ex trinitate cruciflxus can be understood in an orthodox way. Given this 
openness, it is the monks' opinion that each party is well able to stand 

59. See John Maxentiu5, Resp. adv. ep. Hormisd. I, 8 (XXXIII): CCl85A, p. 137,450-454: 
Monachi autem, quos inique /aceras, in tantum ab hoc crimine alieni sunt, ut numquam per dei gratiam 
catholica communione discesserint. 

60. Cf. above p. 327 and n. 45. 
61. Scyth. mon., Ep. ad Eppos (II), 3: CCl 85A, p. 159,45-53. 
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by its formula, be it the two-natures formula or the one-nature formula, 
on condition that the latter is understood in the sense of the second letter 
to Succensus. They themselves stand by their pure-Chalcedonian two­
natures formula, especially in the polemic against the Headless Ones 
(Severans).6~ to whom they ascribe the false use of the una natura. 
Through calling to mind the mia-physis formula and its Cyrillian inter­
pretation they want to show that the UflUS ex trinitate cruciflXus can be 
correctly understood. For the monks there is, as it were, a parallelism 
between the two formulas: 

una natura Dei Verbi incarnata 
=unus ex trinitate incarnatus (cruciftxus) 

If the one can be correctly interpreted with Cyril,63 then so too can 
the other. The goal of the whole endeavour is not so much to intro­
duce an equally justified use of the two systems of formulas, as rather 
to validate the Chalcedonian system of language in the sense of the 
unity of Christ. To be noted is the fact that in this way the 
monks remain in the Constantinopolitan-Palestinian tradition, as it 
had been created even before Chalcedon by Proclus. In exactly the 
same way as it suits the Scythians to insist on a christology of union, 
the strict-Chalcedonians (Oioscorus and the Sleepless Monks) seek to 
exclude any danger of theopaschism,64 by reference to Ephesus and 

62. Cf. John Maxentius, Resp. c. Aceph. II, 2: Cel85A, p. 44,13-14: 'Without any doubt 
there are two natures in Christ'; ibid., VI, 11: pp.46,106-47,122. The various witnesses for 
the two natures are noted by F. Glorie in the Index nominum et verborum selectorum, s.v. deita.s, 
divinitas, humanitas, natura. We highlight: Prof brev. cath. fld. 6: pp. 35,43-36,48; Resp. c. Aceph. 
I, 1: p. 43,6: it is regarded as a foolish confession to set up 'one nature after the union in Christ'; 
cf. ibid., II, 4: p. 44,27: 'two natures after the union', for which the Chalcedonians gladly refer 
to Cyril, where, however, this formula is not found. 

63. According to John Maxentius, Resp. c. Aceph. VI, 11: eel 85A, pp. 46,109-47,122, the 
mia.physis formula immediately expresses the two natures: At si voluerint dicere, verbum incarnatum 
sive unam naturam dei verbi inearnatam, eo ipso quo hoc dicunt, duas procul dubio dicere convineuntur 
in Christo naturas, duarumque, non unius, nomina natura rum . . . In this connection Maxentius uses 
the body-soul analogy in order to explain by means of it the possibility of speaking both of 
one as well as of two natures: everybody is convinced that the human nature exists from two, 
or better in two natures, body and soul. Thus he claims one could also say 'incarnate soul', 
or as well 'the one nature of the incarnate soul'. Just as two natures are acknowledged here, 
this is also true for the incarnate Word. 

64. See the positions of the 'Nestorian' in John Maxentius, Dial. c. Nestor. II, XII: CCl85A, 
p. 92,568-569: lnearnatus quidem deus est, passus autem deus non est, sed caro dei; ibid., II, XIII: 
p. 93,586-588: Deus qUidem passus non est, quia deum passibilem praedicare, sacrilegum est; sed deus 
sui corporis fecit proprias passiones; II, XIV: p. 94,639: Cart/ern dei dixi passam, non autem dei verbi. 
The Formula unus ex trinitate is suspicious to the 'Nestorian'. He says it endangers the homoousios 
ofNicaea, and that this would be better safeguarded by unus in trinitate; cf. II, XIX: p. 101,874ff. 
The whole altercation becomes a battle of words, as the 'Nestorian' highlights (II, XXIII: p. 107, 
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Chalcedon.6s Dioscorus too is a traditionalist and refuses to go beyond 
the wording of the two synods, just as on the other side Maxentius does 
not want the unus ex trinitate to be watered down, especially not through 
the insertion of the word persona. According to Maxentius, however, 
the deacon Dioscorus has made himself guilty of this 'heresy'. Dioscorus 
says namely: 'One person from the Trinity, but not one from the 
Trinity. '66 Then he is said in this way to reinterpret the unity of per­
son in Christ in the Nestorian sense: 'they state that "Christ" has the 
persona of the God-Logos, but that Christ is not himself the God­
Logos'.67 The whole bundle of alleged Nestorian ideas about the incar­
nation is tied to this use of the word persona in Dioscorus: the teaching 
of two persons, of two sons, of the indwelling, of the purely social, i.e. 
moral unity (socialis unio) of human beings.68 In spite of all contrary 
protestations the dialogue partner, Dioscorus, is consequently a heretic 
in the eyes of the Catholicus Maxentius. 69 We observe here that this 
dispute broke out among the Chalcedonians. Maxentius did not know 
that the word persona in his favourite formula was introduced not only 
by Dioscorus, but also by Justinian,70 and above all by Fulgentius in his 
letter of reply to the Scythian monks. In this letter the word 'person' 
signifying Christ is strongly accentuated and it is incorporated into a 
christo10gy which is also acceptable to the Scythians.71 

The fact that the insertion of the word persona into the Scythian 

1069-1073): Neqlle Irill/ftJlem, IItque ex(lro lrillitaltlll, neque ulllmr ex) lritrllate, dell,n verb .. m COli· 
fileor: sed filiI/til del deutll pro troflril sil/ure ex foml,ra seewldum canltm Ilalum piWu"'qll~ ,o"jllt'or; tltis 

aulem rlolo uti semlolrib,lS: nee elrm IUlJlnt tx lrilllklie confilcor. Then be says in conclusion: ... alilld 
esl, /'thus cOllgn/ere, el verbis lalllrlmnroao Ilissollure (U, XXTI: p. 108.1090-1091). He also concede, 
that the IIIIIIS ex lriniklle esl ClrristllS can be proved from the writings of the Fathers, but he still 
does not want to accept it for himself (II, XXV: p. 110,1166-1168). 

65. Cf. Ibid., II, XXV: p. 109,1130-1148. 
66. John Maxentius, Resp. adv. ep. Horm/sd. I, 8: CCL 85A. p. 134,343-344, especially 

pp. 134,348-135,354. 
67. Ibid., p. 135,352-354. 
68. Ibid., p. 135,352ff., 359ff.; the two-sons teaching, however, is expressly rejected by the 

'Nestorian'. Dial. c. Neslorlan. II, IX: p. 87,408-410; he confesses Christ, the one Son, in two 
united natures. 

69. John Maxentius, Dial. c. Neslorlan. II, XXV, p. 110,1175. 
70. Cf. JlI$tini~n. Ep .• 1d HormisJ. (CPG 6870) of 9 July 520: CA, ep. 196, nos. 6-7, p. 656: 

to say simply UIIJU ~x lrirr/talt without adding the name of Christ could be ambiguous: sine Chrisll 
namqul persolla "te ",!di tri"ilas religiose potesl tit( , adorari fideliler (with reference to Augustine). 

71. Fulgent. Rusp., Ep, 17, ch, 3, no. 6: PL 65, 455CD = CCL 91A, p. 568,180-183. Unus 
esl Igllllr ChrislUS del filius in natura dlvlnitalis et comis, in IJIIO singillarlias penollillis non confundil 
humarwm Jlvilltlt'ilt/ue trail/ram, el inconjusa un/lio naturorum no" fadl get/ri,ram inwe pmollalll. Instead 
of UII/IS (ex lrin/talt) Fulgcntius usually prefers to say Deus Imigellilus. Cf. also ibid., ch. 5, no. 10: 
PL 65, 457BC; CCL 91A, 570. 
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formula was unjustifiably rejected did not mean, however, that the term 
was simply banished from the christology of John Maxentius. On the 
contrary, in his efforts to secure and deepen the interpretation of the 
unity in Christ, he made a contribution to its conceptual clarification 
that is not to be despised. 

(b) The positive contribution of the Scythians to post-Chalcedonian 
chnstology 

(i) Nature-person: abstract and concrete 
In contrast to the period which saw the sharp altercation between Cyril 
and Nestorius, in the first decade of Justin's restoration many advances 
in christological language can be established. It is well known what 
confusion had arisen because of the fact that the difference between 
the concrete and abstract naming of Christ's divinity and humanity 
(divinitas-hlltnanitas vis-Cl-vis the concrete terms deus-homo) was carefully 
distinguished only on rare occasions. What Nestorius in fact wanted to 
exclude unconditionally was the statement that the 'divinity' suffered. 
He expressed this, however, in concrete terms: the God in Christ did 
not suffer, the human being Christ suffered. The conflict was sparked 
off by this. The Scythian monks knew very well how to distinguish in 
this regard, and their langu~ge is more flexible than that of their contem­
porary Roman partners like the priest Trifolius. The naming of the 
aspect under which Christ is to be considered as God and hum.an being 
is strongly emphasized: according to the humanity - according to the 
divinity.72 These distinctions have already become a matter of course. 

(iQ The concepts of person and "arure 
More significant than this, however, is the attempt to distinguish m.ore 
clearly between the concepts of person and nature. The problem is 
recognized." Together with persona there often appears the word sub­
sistentia, the rendering of the Greek l1ypostasis, while substantia means the 

72. Cf. John Maxentius, Pro): brCIi. cat". jld. 4: j>p. 34,27-35,36; sWlfldullllmmOJ/llmem - SecUII­
dum IUII/lllta/em. The concrete and the abstract Siguwc3tioru are combined well: Illwe ~lIldelll 
homillem esse jlgllram subs/allliall Jive imllgil1em plltris • .. "0" lamel' swmJul1I Ill lff/lIIllIlI/em, sed S8CIIII' 
d,llll divil,ililtem (p. 35,33- 36). Admittedly Ma.xcntius does' not grasp the realleose of the biblical 
statement behiud this. AccorditJg to Col 1,15, Christ the human being is the image of the iuvisi­
ble God; d. Heb 1,3, where the humanity of Jesus is also included. 

73. See F. Glorie, Index nOl1linum, CCL 85A, p. 362: persona, personalis; subsistentia: s.v. ChristllS, 
325-330; trinitas: 375-376. 
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same as natura. 74 What meanings do the monks attach to the individual 
words? 

Persona and subsistentia have the same meaning. 7s Maxentius, how­
ever, speaks of a misuse of the words: 

In an ungodly way certain people believe that the Synod [Cbalcedonl attributes (the word) 
pmolUl (prosopon) to the hurrun being, but the subsl$ltrrce to God the Word;76 not that they 
do not know that for the Synod subsistence (hyposltI$u) and person are the same, but so that 
they may not appear openly to introduce two subsistences or two persons, they [the 
'Nestorians'] use this utterly bad argument.77 

The background to this reproach is the refusal of the papal deacon 
Dioscorus and the Sleepless Monks to acknowledge the formula 'one of 
the Trinity was crucified'. Instead they want to say 'one person of the 
Trinity, but not one of the T rinity' . 78 The reason for this change is 
said to be the secret Nestorianism of this expansion, as we have already 
depicted above. What positive meaning, however, does Maxentius attach 
to persona and subsistentia, if he wants to acknowledge one and the same 
significance? In the Dialogue against the Nestorians he explains his concept 
of person and his insistence on the one person in Christ in the following 
way.79 

I believe (namely) that God the Word is not Ul1ited to ;I human being who already remains 
in his own subsistence ({II propria tim/leI/ii SIIbsisl~lIlla) nor to a flesb already [before the union] 
formed and animated, through which the person of any human being at all is u.nderstood 
to come about; but the subsistence (ltyposwsis) or person of the Word of God assumed II 

human nature, which never subsisted as common nature besides God the Word, but rather 
having originated from him and being assumed by him it has become properly his (Ipsius) 
nature; it remains not in its own (subsistence) but in that by which it has been assumed, 
that is, in the subsistence or person of God the Word; and for that reason there are not 
two subsistences, but there is only one subsistence or person of the two natures - namely 
of the Word and of the flesh. 

Up to this time this is certainly the clearest Latin explanation and 
interpretation of the 'one subsistence or person in divine and human 
natures' or already of the doctrine of 'insubsistence'. 

74. Cf. ibid., 372: s.v. substantia. 
75. Cf. John Maxentius, Capitula I: CCL 85A, p. 29,4-5: duas (nalurtl$) unilas In UIUI subsistenlia 

atque persona ... ; Idem, Prof brev. calh. fid. 1: in the Trinity there are Ires tamen subsistentiae sive 
persolUle (Ibid., p. 33,4-5). 

76. What is meant is the doubling of hypostasis and persolUl in the definition of Chalcedon 
(v. 21 of the definition; see CCT 12

, p. 544): 'Concurring into one Person (prosopon) and one 
hypostasis. ' 

77. John Maxentius, Ubel/. fid. IX, 14: CCL 85A, p. 14,177-182. That is, the Nestorians 
attribute the subsistentia to the Logos, whose persona, however, is the human being Jesus. 

78. Idem, Resp. adv. ep. Hormisd. I, 8: eCL 85A, p. 134,343-344. 
79. Idem, Dial. c. Nestorlan. I, XI: CCL 85A, p.67,445-455. 
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The interpretation of being a person is enriched by an important 
element which advances beyond the hypostasis of the ldiornata of the 
Cappadocians, namely the definition of a person as 'remaining in itself 
or in its subsistence' (manere in se/pso or matIere in sua subsistent/a). Here 
person is considered as the final 'being for itself or in itself', which is 
bestowed on the concrete nature of Christ by the Logos. In this way 
it is possible to leave the human nature its full individuality and still to 
relate it as a finite existence to the one Logos-subject, without a duality 
of persons resulting. This 'remaining in itself' we shan encounter again 
soon in the important deacon Rusticus. It can be assumed that he learned 
it by watching the Scythians.80 Unfortunately these new approaches 
were not yet recognized by their own inventors. Through these 
approaches alone the equating of individlmm and person could have been 
overcome. Shortly after the previous passage, however, Maxentius again 
fell back into the old position.81 

Nature is distinguished from person, because person signifies an individual thing [!I in a 
nature. Nature is known to signify the common matter out of which many persons are able 
to subsist. On this account each person indeed contains at the same time a nature, but not 
every nature embraces a person in the same way ... 

'Person' is thus once again equated with the individuum of a universal 
nature. This is indeed 'really' correct, but the very fact that the human 
nature of Christ is an individual nature for Maxentius and still does not 
have its own subsistence means that he must be questioned further about 
what the formal ratio of being a person is. He does not get as far as 
this question. Moreover for Maxentius it is the same whether it is a 
rational or non-rational nature. 'Person' can be signified as a thing! 
Boethius, his contemporary, here takes a decisive step forward, as we 
shall see.82 Admittedly the Scythians emphasize vigorously that in the 
incarnation the Word assumed a complete human being with a spiritual 
soul and a body. 83 The problem of how the concept of person is related 
to rationality did not occur to them. Nevertheless certain approaches to 

80. Cf. Rustic., C. acephal.: PL 67, 1239B; A. Grillmeier, 'Vorbereitung des Mittelalters', 
in Chalkedon II, 821. 

81. John Maxentius, Dial. c. Nestorian. I, XIV: CCL 85A, p. 69,523-528. 
82. Cf. V. Schurr, Trinitiltslehre, 14-74. 
83. On Christ's soul see John Maxentius, Prof. brev. cath. fid. 2: CCL 85A, p. 34,12-13; Scyth. 

mon., Disput. XII capito B': pp. 201,150-155; 204,241-242; Refut. Nest. diet. I: p.215,27-33, 
33-36: Ita et ilia i"effabilis divina filii dei maiestas in sua persona et substantia una est, cum assumpta 
a"ima sua compote mentis suae sive ration is, et solido ac perfecto corpore suo. 
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this in classical antiquity had been made, which would be evaluated for 
christology and trinitarian theology by their contemporary, Boethius. 84 

(iii) The interpretation of the union in Christ as compositio 
With remarkable frequency the concept of synthesis (compositio, composi­
tion) used to interpret the union in Christ also begins to establish itself 
in Chalcedonian christology of the sixth century. As a matter of course 
it emerges in Latin translation among the Scythian monks. It is, 
however, taken from the sources which were previously authoritative 
for them. A clue leads once again to Palestine, to the monastic supporters 
of the 'one of the Trinity was crucified', namely to the monastic leader 
Euthymius. Opponents of the Council of Chalcedon and supporters of 
Theodosius, who had usurped the patriarchal see of Jerusalem, came to 
Euthymius to make him give up Chalcedon and the two-natures 
teaching. He gave a historically interesting reply: the teaching of the 
Council about the one Christ in two natures agrees with that of Cyril 
of Alexandria. 'When we hear this Synod say that Christ is in two 
natures, we do not believe that it brings a separation or cutting up into 
the one composite hypostasis of Christ, but recognize that it signifies the 
distinction of the natures, according to the words of Cyril of Alexandria 
who is among the saints: "not as if the distinction of the natures was 
annulled by the union". '85 According to this statement the expression 
'Christ's composite hypostasis' would have been used by the Chalcedo­
nians themselves immediately after 451.86 The other source for this was 
probably sufficient for the Scythian monks, namely the (alleged?) acta 
of the Synod of Antioch (268) against Paul of Samosata, which the 
deacon Petronius cites in two long fragments in the 'Letter to the 

84. Cf. V. Schurr, Trillitiils/clm:, 66- 7, especially n. 122; listed here are: (1) Cicero, Dc officiis, 
lib. 1, cap. 28, § 97. (2) The grammarian Diomedes (se<:Ond half of the fourth century), Artis 
grat/l/llalicae libri llI: H. Kcil, Grtlnllnallcl Lalllli I (Leipzjg, 1857), p. 334,19- 23: Perroll/l est 
substtllltla rat/OlIO/is. V. Schurr, 67 (with S. Schlossmann), considers, however, that in the caS!! 

of Diomede! it could be 3 hl[er gloss. Gregory Naz., Or. 33: PG 36, 236A speaks of rntion~lity 
in the area of the divine hypOJlasis. Cf. Gregory Nyss. = Ps. Basil, Ep. 38: PG 32, 326C: inclusion 
of the moral characteristics of individuation in the realization of the /'ypostasis. 

85. Cyril Scytb .. Vita EIII/'., no. 27: Schwartz, Kyrillos VOII SkyrlloJlolis, pp.43,25-44,4; cf. 
Cyril Alex., in ACO I. 1, 1, p.27,2-3. 

86. Tbe Vita Eu(/'ymil was written only after 554. Cf. B. Schwartz, Kyrlllos lion Skytl,opo!is, 
413-14. Tbe suspicion arise$ that tbe /'yposttJ.Sis s-y"tll~to$ QfEuthymlus is a formulation of Cyril 
of ~thopolis. 
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(African) bishops'. The authenticity is disputed. M. Richard 87 considers 
them to be Apollinarian forgeries from the fifth or the sixth century. 
There is as well a second Apollinarian source, namely the Ps. Athanasian 
writing Quod unus sit Christus. 88 In the text of Malchion, who was an 
opponent of Paul of Samosata, Christ is composed from single elements, 
the Logos and the human body; he is an indivisible figure which subsists 
in unity. The execution of the compositio demands two real substances, 
Logos and sarx, while Paul is said to be happy with an accidental 
participatio of the human being Jesus in the divine wisdom or to accept 
only a loose indwelling. 'Entitative unity from two realities': this result 
the Scythians also found in Malchion's concept of compositio;89 what did 
not strike them is that in this the soul of Christ has no place and that 
a nature-synthesis occurs between Logos and sarx (unio in natura et 
secundum naturam). The important thing for them is the rejection of 
Nestorianism. In the writing One is Christ, unitas et compositio have the 
same function, that is, to be one and composite as the counter-terms 
to dwelling in and purely operating in (inhabitatio, inoperatio). They lead 
here too to the 'one substantia Christi' in opposition to the 'two sub­
sistences and two persons' of the Apollinarian opponents. 90 Entitative 
'composition from two realities' was for the Scythians the main 
christological formula. 91 They directed it equally against the Nestorians 
and the Headless Ones, that is, the confessors of the mia physis. 92 It 

87. On Malchion and Paul of Samosata, cf. CPG 1706 and 1707. In favour of the authenticity 
see H. de Riedmatten, Les actes du proces de Paul de Samosate = Paradosis 6 (Fribourg, 1952), 
148-50 (S, 25); against the authenticity see M. Richard, 'Malchion et Paul de Samosate. le 
temoignage d'Eusebe de Cesaree', EphThLov 35 (1959), 325-38 = Op. Min. II, no. 25. See the 
texts in CCl85A, pp. 160,89-161,118. 

88 . CPG 3737: H. lietzmann, Apol/inaris von Laodicea, pp. 295,21-296,9; here CCl 85A, 
p. 161,105-118. 

89. Scyth. mon., Ep. ad Eppos (lll), 6: CCl85A, p. 160,81-83: Hine etiam a sanetis patribus 
adunatione ex divinitate et humanitate Christus dominus noster compositus praedicatur. 

90. Cf. ibid. (lll), 6: CCl85A, p. 161,115-118. 
91. Cf. John Maxentius, Capitula c. Nestomm. 9: CCl 85A, p. 30,34-35: Si quis non confttetur 

compositum Christum posl It/ramll/ionelll, allathema si/. According to the Din/. C. Nes/orian. H, H: 
p. 78,71-72, the 'Nestorian' refuses to describe Christ as compoli/IIS bec;\use he considers it to 
be impossible to unite an infinite (ill,ircut1lscr{pta) a/ld a Snite (drcumscrfpltl) nllmre. With a view 
to this the catholicus refers to the human composftllt1l (body-soul) as the analogy acknowledged 
by the Fathers for the divine-human unity (ibid., p. 80,173-177). The 'Nestorian' counters with 
the statement that a composi/io presupposes 'parts', and asks whether we can describe God as 
'part' of Christ. The catholicus responds: 'The God-logos is not smaller than Christ, because 
he himself is Christ [in the flesh), (ibid., p.81,193-194). 

92. Cf. John Maxentius. Rtsp. c. A Gtph. II, 3: against the supporters of the ulla IIalllm MlIXen­
tius defends an adunatio, quae ,oil/posit/oneill fadl, refugiat simp/icitatem, susceptionemqlle pro"ll dubio 
a jIlio dei humanae naturae sign1frce/; the resull is then the two natures, ex qlllbl4s e/ /11 I]IIIb145 
subsistit una et singularis Christi persona (CCl85A, p. 44,21-26). 
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became the main term of unity in Christ which in all its conditions is 
so precisely defined, as elsewhere for instance, is the expression henosis: 
the composition occurs at the very moment of conception.93 It is a 
creative act, as the resurrection of Christ is too. The whole Trinity par­
ticipates in it, even if it is only the flesh, the human nature of Christ, 
that is the object of this creating (and resurrecting). Insofar as Christ 
is one of the Trinity, one can also say that he 'together with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit creates and resurrects himself according to the 
flesh'.94 Only the acceptance of a compositio is protection against ascrib­
ing suffering to the simple and impassible godhead itself,95 or on the 
other side (in the case of the Nestorian separation) of making suffering 
a purely human thing that has no significance for our salvation. In short, 
in the expression compositio the Scythians, with numerous theologians of 
their time, saw a concept which excluded equally two false interpreta­
tions of the incarnation, the Nestorian separation and the Eutychian 
mixing, and which at the same time interpreted positively the unity of 
Christ as 'essential' (essentialis). It was in this way that Maxentius 
explained his christological tessera, the 'one of the Trinity was crucified'. 

III. THE DECISION ON THE THEOPASCHITE QUESTION UNDER 

POPE JOHN II (533-535) 

All the efforts of Emperor Justin and his nephew Justinian, of the 
patriarchs of Constantinople and of the Scythian monks themselves could 
not achieve in Rome an acknowledgement of the formula 'one of the 
Trinity has been crucified'. On 9 September 520 Justinian had written 
his last attested letter on this question to Pope Hormisdas (CPG 6873). 
But the topic in no way left him in peace. After he had become the 
sole monarch (527), from various actions we recognize his resolve to 
restore the religious unity of the Empire. From that time the confes­
sion of the theopaschite formula was not omitted from any document 
related to christology. The influence of Empress Theodora - in this 
Chalcedonian-anti-Chalcedonian mixed marriage - is from now on to 
be taken into consideration.96 

93. John Maxentius, Dial. c. Nestorian. II, II: pp. 81,216-82,226. A compositio only after the 
birth would be an 'indwelling'. 

94. Ibid. n, XVUl: eCL 85A, p. 100,844-850. Cf. idem, Breviss. adunat. ratio 2: p. 40,10-14. 
In this way a Nestorian doctrine of indwelling is excluded from the outset. The union in Christ 
is naturalis, norl socialls: ibM. 3, p. 40,16-17. 

95. IbM. II, II: p. 81,195-219. 
96. Victor of Tunnuna, Chronicon a. 529: MGR auct. ant. XI/2, ed. Mommsen, 197, reports 

that the Empress demanded the theopaschite formula unconditionally. 
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The Codex Iustinianus 1,1,5 contains a confession of faith which is 
perhaps to be dated 527.97 In it the unus ex trinitate is expressly men­
tioned. 98 In 532, at the conclusion of the doctrinal dialogue with the 
Severans, which we have already treated, we encounter our formula once 
again. According to the report of Innocent of Maronia, it was through 
it that the accusation was brought against the Chalcedonians before the 
Emperor, to the effect that they would deny 'that God suffered in the 
flesh or that he [Christ] was one of the Trinity and that the miracles 
and the sufferings did not belong to the one and the same person'.99 At 
the special audience which the Patriarch of Constantinople, Epiphanius, 
and archbishop Hypatius had requested in order to deal with the accusa­
tions of the Syrians on account of the unus ex trinitate, the Emperor asked: 
'Do you not confess that both the suffering as well as the miracles belong 
to the same person of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that he is the God 
who suffered in the flesh and that he is one of the Trinity?' Hypatius 
made an explicit confessio, in which a positive response was given to all 
the points raised by the Emperor. loo Justinian could be satisfied and feel 
that he was in a position to extend his initiative in favour of the disputed 
formula to the whole Empire, and above all to be able to make a new 
approach for it in Rome. On 15 March 533 the Emperor issued in edict 
form a confession of faith which was addressed to the citizens of 
Constantinople, but also to the important cities from Trebizond to 
Jerusalem and Alexandria. 10l Into a text which is compiled in a com­
pletely trinitarian, creed-like manner is consciously inserted: 'one of the 
Trinity, the God-Logos, became flesh'102 and the denial of the follow­
ing statement is condemned: 'our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God and 
our God, who became flesh and a human being and was fixed to the 
cross, is one of the consubstantial Trinity'. 103 The second letter, of 26 

97. Justinian, Cum recta intemerataque fldes: Cod. lust. I, 1, 5, ed. Kruger, 6-7; on the dating 
see ibid., p. 7, n. 2 with reference to ibid., I, 1,6, no. 3: quod iam pridem in primordiis nostri imperii 
cumtis patefecimus. By this is probably meant the beginning of the sole reign. 

98. Ibid., I, 1, 5, no. 2: Kruger, 6b. 
99. ACO IV, 2, no. 82: p.183. 
100. ACO IV, 2, nos. 83-6: p. 183. Hypatius in no. 85: similiter et unum esse ex trinitate secun­

dum divinam naturam tam credentes quam confltentes, secundum camem vero unum ex nobis placuisse 
ei credimus fieri. The formula is cleverly composed and raises no problem for a Chalcedonian. 
See]. Speigl, 'Das Religionsgesprach mit den severianischen Bischofen in Konstantinopel imJahre 
532', ARC 16 (1984), 280-1. 

101. Justinian, Cum sa/vatorem et dominum: Cod. lust. I, 1, 6: Kruger, 7a-8a; Amelotti­
Migliardi Zingale, Seritli te%gici, 32-35 (Greek and Latin according to the Chronicon Pascha/e, ed. 
Dindorf [Bonn, 18321, 630-633). 

102. Ibid.: Amelotti-Migliardi Zingale, p.35,5-6; Cod. lust. I, 1, 6, no. 6: Kruger, 7h. 
103. Ibid.: Amelotti-Migliardi Zingale, p.35,14-15; Cod. lust. I, 1, 6, no. 7: Kruger, 8a. 
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March 533, was sent to Patriarch Epiphanius. 104 Without doubt the 
main intention was once again to preserve ecclesiastical unity. As Justi­
nian lets the Patriarch know, it was finally determined by the Pope and 
Patriarch of Old Rome, who received a similar letter. All the themes 
and formulas of the theopaschite action that are now sufficiently familiar 
to us return once again. l05 What is striking in all these documents is 
that neither the formula of the Severans nor that of the Chalcedonians 
(one nature - two natures) is adduced. It is only in the letter to Patriarch 
Epiphanius that the four General Councils are mentioned. 106 

In June 533 Emperor Justinian sent the bishops Demetrius and 
Hypatius (cf. above, p.230) to Rome to Pope John II (533-535) with 
a letter of 6 June 533.107 Justinian's request was now to recognize the 
Scythian monks and to condemn the Sleepless Monks; this signified 
precisely the reverse of the request which he had expressed in his first 
letter to Pope Hormisdas at the end of June 519. As Pope John com­
municated, the Sleepless Monk, Cyrus, appeared in Rome with some 
companions who wanted to proceed against the Scythians, but who for 
this reason were themselves found guilty of heresy. Because they were 
unwilling to follow the apostolic admonitions of the Pope, they were 
excluded from the catholic Church until they repented of their error and 
signed a regular confession. Then, however, the ecclesial community 
would again be open to them, which would also induce the Emperor 
to grant forgiveness. lOB The point at issue is most clearly expressed in 
the letter of John II to the senators of Constantinople. 109 The three 
questions that required a decision were still those that had been presented 
in 519: 

(1) whether Christ may be called 'one of the Trinity', that is, 'as one 
holy person of the three persons of the holy Trinity'; 
(2) whether Christ suffered as God in the flesh who, according to 
divinity, however, is free from suffering; 
(3) whether really and in the true sense Mary may be named the mother 
of God and mother of the God-Logos who became flesh from her. 

104. Justinian, Epiphanio . .. arehiep. et oeeumenico patriarehae: Cod. lust. I, 1, 7: Kruger, 8a-l0b. 
105. Ibid., nos. 4, 5, 6: Kruger, 8b-9a. 
106. Ibid., nos. 11-21: Kruger, 9b-l0b. 
107. Cod. lust. I, 1, 8, no. 24: Kruger, llb; CA, ep.84 (also in ep.91, nos. 8-22). 
108. John II, Ep. ad Iustinian. aug., of 25 March 534: CA, ep. 84, nos. 25-28: CSEl35, 

326-327; Amelotti-Migliardi Zingale, Seritti teologicj, 20-21. 
109. Idem, Ep. ad Senatores: ACO IV, 2, 206-210. The christological part is summarized in 

DS 401-2; cf. F. Glorie, in CCl85A, XXXVIII. 
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All three questions were now answered positively. The Pope gave a clear, 
short summary of the faith of the Roman Church on the basis of the 
Tomus and the letters of Pope Leo and of the four councils: sicut Roma 
hactenus suscepit et veneratur ecclesia .110 So simply ended the fourteen-year 
dispute which from the very beginning of Justin's reform led to a crisis 
within the Chalcedonian party not without its dangers, as Emperor Justi­
nian emphasized many times in his letters. The hymn, which according 
to Theophanes was sung in the Church of Constantinople in 535/536 
by order of Justinian, can be regarded almost as a conclusion to this 
altercation. 111 

Only-begotten Son and Logos of God, immortal by nature. 
For the sake of our salvation you took it upon yourself 
To become flesh from the holy mother of God 
and ever-virgin Mary. 
Without change become a human being and crucifled 
Christ God, through death treading death with the feet, 
One of the holy Trinity 
jointly glorifled with the Father and the Holy Spirit. 
Save usl 

The hymn could be sung by both Severans and Chalcedonians. It was 
completely orthodox. This was not yet the last word on the first 
theological action of Justinian. At the Council of 553 with canon 10 
of the anathemas against the Three Chapters, the capstone, as it were, 
was put on a building which was to be dedicated to the unus e Trinitate 
crucifixus: 

If anyone does not confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, who was cruc!fied in the flesh, 112 is true 
God and Lord of glory [cf. 1 Cor 2,8] and one of the holy Trinity, let him be anathema. ll3 

In this form every sting was taken from the canon. Nevertheless the 
conflict did not end without losses for the Church of Constantinople. 

110. John II, Ep. ad Senatores, no. 29: ACO IV, 2, p. 210,5-6. 
111. See V. Grumel, 'L'auteur et la date de composition du tropaire '0 MovoYIlVlt~', EO 22 

(1923), 398-418. cr. CPG 6891. Grumel considers it probable (but only tbat) that Justinian 
himself is the author of the hymn. or ot least the person who inspired it. In any case tbe hymn 
is unknown botb in Consttlntinople and in the Empire before 519. Between 531 and 539 it was 
adopted into two liturgies. The text is found on 400-1. Grume! sees it closely related to the 
monophysite patriarch Anthimus; indeed, be is of the opinion that Justini2n himself became a 
monophysitc (418). TillS must be examined more closely In what fOUOW5. 

112. So too Cyril of Alexandria's twelfth anathema: CED (Greek, 61; English. 61·). 
113. CoIfS/OIl/IIIOp. II., Actio vm, CIlII. X: ACO IV, 1., 218 (Latin); ibid., 242 (Greek). See 

also the fourth anathema in Justinian's letter to the monks: Schwartz, Drel dogmatis",/! Scltrifien 
justinians, p. 42,32-36. 
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The most severely affected were the Sleepless Monks, who were now 
condemned as Nestorians. 114 

The Sleepless Ones (Aquimitos), however, who call themselves monks, the Roman Church 
also condemns, because they have publicly appeared as Nestorians; on their account I do not 
neglect to admonish you with pastoral care, for the sake of the canon which does not permit 
a Christian to speak or to have fellowship with excommu\1icaced people; you should lIvoid 
all simple dialogue with them and consider notbJng 35 common between you and them. I 
do this, therefore, that I may not be found guilty of silence, if I were in no wny to have 
brought this to your notice, most Ch:ci5tian sou. 

With this condemnation the heyday of the Sleepless Monks came 
to 'a sudden end'. us Their services in establishing the validity of 
Chalcedon during the Acacian schism 116 were apparently quickly 
forgotten. It? However, we can decide for ourselves whether this con­
demnation was correct, on the basis of the third redaction of the forged 
letters to Peter the Fuller, which had their origin in the monastery of 
the Sleepless Monks. In letters VllI-X they had already taken a position 
with regard to the contentious theme of the Scythian monks. As the 
unus ex Trinitate cruciftxUS est was explained there, there was no trace at 
all of Nestorianism. 

The enhypostatic God-Logos of the Father, by entering through the ear, effected in 3 mystical 
W1I'J the pregnancy of the blessed Virgin. Insofar as he is the consubstantial only-begotten 
SOD of the Father and one of the undivided Trinity, unCleated and invisible, be also remains 
&ee of suffering and immortal. Thus what is uncreated and immortal does not combine [mix] 
with creation and does not support talk of the polytheism, when yon say one of the Trinity 
dies. Insofar ~s he was born of woman, was of the same race, of tho same stock. of the 
same nature as us but without sin, he took suffering upon himself. 118 

The Sleepless Monk thus ascribed to Peter the Fuller genuine theo­
paschism (on account of the un us ex trilms) and in addition, on account 
of his confession of the Trishagion in its expanded, theopaschite form, 
condenmed him as a supporter of Paul of Samosata, Photinus, Artemos, 

114. John II, Ep. ad Senatores, no. 30: ACO IV, 2, p.210,9-15. 
115. R. Riedinger, art. 'Akoimeten', in TRE 2, 148. 
116. Cf. H. Bacht, 'Die Rolle des orientalischen Monchtums ... " in Challredon II, no. VI: 

266-91. 
117. R. Riedinger, art. eil., 148, ~ays that tbe Sleepless Monks were alJeady condemned as 

MessaliaDs in the YC1lIS 426-427 and driven across the Bosporus. Important nuances to this, 
however, are produced by E. Wolfle in his accurate ,tudy 'Der Abt Hypatiu~ von 
Rufinianai und der Akoimete Alexander', ByzZ 79 (1986). 302-9. 10 the years 546-548 
Paoundus of HermJane and in 565 the Roman deacon Rusticus visited the monastery of the 
Sleepless Monks, in order to tak.e adv:mtage of thcir library in the conflict about the Three 
Chapters. 

118. Ps. Felix, Ep. II: Coli. Sabb. ep. VIllI: ACO III, p. 21,29-35. 
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the two-sons teaching and Manichaeism. 119 At the end he explains in a 
completely unobjectionable way the Church's faith in the incarnation, 
which he said, however, Peter the Fuller denied. l20 

Just as the Sleepless Monks for their part falsely accused the Scythian 
monks of theopaschism,121 so now after fourteen years of conflict they 
themselves had to accept being condemned unjustly as Nestorians. It is 
to be regretted that after the resolution of the Acacian schism a new 
conflict had broken out among the Chalcedonians themselves, which 
ended with the condemnation of the unwavering defenders of the 
Council in the difficult years of the Henoticon dispute. 

119. Loc. cit., p. 22,9-14. 
120. See especially loco cit., p. 23,4-10. 
121. We find this once again expressed forcefully in the letter just cited: ACO III, 

p. 24,21-37. where the unus ex trinitate is linked to the Trishagion. 



CHAPTER TWO 

THE STR UGGLE FOR THE SEVERANS AND ITS 
THEOLOGICAL OUTCOME 

A second group of actions launched by the Emperor after the assump­
tion of office by Justin and Justinian's sole rule concerned the anti­
Chalcedonian party, of which Severus of Antioch had become the leader. 
These actions oscillated between offers of reconciliation and condemna­
tions, between favour and persecution. This changing of attitude was 
held together on the one hand by the Eusebian-Constantinian motive 
of equating unity of faith and the welfare of the Empire,122 and on the 
other hand by Justinian's consideration for his wife Theodora and her 
outspoken stance in favour of Severus. However, our main objective is 
not the depiction of changing ecclesiastical politics, but the development 
of Justinian's christology. 

I. JUSTINIAN'S INDIVIDUAL ACTIONS IN DEALING WITH THE 

ANTI-CHALCEDONIANS (SEVERANS) 

1. Measures for persecution 123 

In the early part of 519 the banishment of anti-Chalcedonian bishops 
began, and at first continued until 522. Vitalian attempted to take his 
revenge on Severus in particular, who had ridiculed him publicly in 
his thirty-fourth cathedral homily after the failure of a revolt in 513 at 

122. Cf. the novella 132: ed. Schoell·Kro1l665: 'The first and the greatest good of all human 
beings, we believe, is the right confession of the true and pure faith of the Christians, so that 
in every respect it is strengthened and all the holy priests of the world are bound together in 
unity and proclaim unanimously the pure faith of the Christians.' As well the motto which Pro­
copius in his Secret History, ch. 13, ascribes to Justinian, the effort namely 'to lead all together 
into one unified faith in Christ' (~~ JJ(av ydp dJJt/>l TiP XpIUTiP 6o~av (uvvayaye;v) d1tavra, 
~v U1tov6;, txwv): Haury-Wirth III, p. 85,14-16; O. Veh I, 116-17. It was for no other reason 
that in the conflict about the Three Chapters on 28 May 547 Justinian delivered to Pope Vigilius, 
who was staying in Constantinople, two letters of Emperor Constantine to ponder, in order to 
move him to condemn these Three Chapters. Cf. the Latin translation in ACO IV, 2, 101-104. 

123. E. Honigmann, Ev2ques et iv2ches monophysites, 142-54, places as the heading for the con­
clusion of his investigation: L'extinction de la hierarchie sevenenne (518-538). According to a 
list that was probably compiled at Constantinople, apart from Severus 52 other bishops lost their 
sees. The severity of the action against the Oriental monks is movingly depicted in the Chronicle 
of Michael the Syrian. Cf. IX, 14 and 15: Chabot II, 170--8; IX, 19: 185-9. 
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Antioch.12· The Chalcedonian bishops too joined in the persecution of 
their opponents. A notorious case was the successor of Severns of 
Antioch, Paul the Jew (519- 521), who received this epithet from his 
opponents. At a synod he wanted to commit the Syrian bishops to 
accept Chalcedon. He could only hold out, however, until 1 May 
521. 125 A fierce persecutor of the opponents of Chalcedon was the 
former Comes Orientis, Ephraem of Amida, who was Patriarch of 
Antioch from 526 to 545. In particular the victims of his measures were 
the bishops who had hidden themselves in the border regions of his 
patriarchate. In the winter of 536/537 he visited the most important 
centres of resistance. 1M Nevertheless, as early as 527, after Justinian's 
assumption of power, numerous bishops were able to return from 
exile. 

2. The doctrinal dialogue of 532 in Constantinople 

The pre-conditions for this Collatio cum Severianis 127 were created to a 
great extent by Theodora, albeit with intentions that went further than 
those of her husband. On account of the harsh suppression of the 
opponents of Chalcedon in Antioch, many of them attempted to come 
to the capital in order to regain their lost positions with the help of 
the Empress. Even in the summer of 531, Justinian had recalled from 
exile whole groups (tagmata) of monks 128 and had stopped the laws of 
persecution being executed,l29 Thus those six bishops who are already 

124. Severus Ant., Hom. 34: PO 36,430-7 (Syriac and French). Severus also composed a hymn 
for the victory of Emperor Anastasius: PO 7, 710-11. 

125. B. Houigmann, op. cil., 148. n. 5. 
126. Cf. Michael S~., Clmm. IX, 16: Chabot II, 181b; Zacharias Rh. cant., HE X, 1: 

Brooks, CSCO 88, 118-19; ET Hamilton-Brooks. 297- 300; J. Lebon, 'Ephrem d'Amid'. in 
Mllnllges . . . C. Moeller (186J- 1913) I (Louvain/Paris, 1914). 197- 214; E. Honigmaun, op. cit . • 
149. In addition see bt;:low (on Antioch). 

127. See above, pp.232-48. 
128. Zacharias Rh. cont., HE VIII, 5: Brooks, CSCO 88, p. 56,29-33; ET Hamilton-Brooks, 

212. Cf. E. Schwartz, 'Zur Kirchenpolitik Justinians', in Ges. Schriften IV, 282; sources: idem, 
Kyrlllos vall Skytltopolis , 389, 11. 1. 

129. cr. B. Schwartz. Kyrillos VOII Skythopolls, 392; Michael SYI., Clrroll. IX, 21 : Chabot U, 
192b: 'Justinlanus .. . ordonna que la persecution cess4t, et que les persecutt!s revinssent a leurs 
demeures. ]3eaucoup revinrent, ~ I'c:xception des ~vlques quine rentrerent pas dans lew:s sil:ge,. 
L'eropereur sc preoccupait de la paix des cglises; cependant les pcches I'empechercnt. L'impcratrice 
Bd~le, Theodol'1l, se prwccupait encore davantage de la paix des 6glises et persuadait ~ I'empereur 
cl'y travailler.' Michael then describes how the Empress accommodated more than 500 of the 
wmted clergy (especi:llly monks) in a large court of the palace of Honnisdas. Sevenli, Theodosius 
and Anthimus and many wanted bishops she 2ccommodated for years in ber palace. In conttast 
to the Emperor's tolerance. whicb Michael the S~ian depicted positively above, is the negative 
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known to us as participants in the Collatio of 532 also received the invita­
tion to come to Constantinople. Prom the desert, however, they first 
demanded imperial assurances of their freedom. When these were given, 
they were prepared to come into the lmperial City. During the time 
of their sojourn in Constantinople (531/532) there occurred, however, 
the notorious Nika riot (January 532), which could almost have cost 
Justinian his life and crown, had it not been for the perseverance 
of Theodora and her intervention to save him and his rule. l30 In a 
devastated city and after the severe political upheavals of the winter of 
532, there was not much hope for the doctrinal dialogue. What Justinian 
was striving for at that time is expressed in the edict of 15 March 533. 
It contains a profession of faith which does not contradict Chalcedonian 
orthodoxy, but which could appear acceptable also to the Severans. 131 

For in it everything is omitted which could provoke them, above all the 
two-natures formula and the mention of Chalcedon. In contrast the 
theopaschite formula is acknowledged. 132 The policy of the Renoticon 
seemed to have returned. The Emperor was seriously concerned to 
restore the unity of the Church through peace and not through 
persecution. 133 

3. The crisis of the Chalcedonian restoration in the East in 
the years 535/536 

With Emperor Justinian's new religious policy, the Severans recognized 
the chance to permeate the capital more and more with their influence, 
and on that basis to make a fresh attempt to abolish Chalcedon. In 

judgenlent in the Secrel History of Procopius of C~esarea. chs. 15 and 16 (Haury-Wirth m. 
94---104; Veh 1, 128-42). PJ'Qcopius deplores nothing more persistently than intoletaru:e and 
imperial involvement in matters of faith. Cf. Averil Cameron, ProcQpllls (/lid the Sixth Cmlllry 
(London, 1985), 119-20, especially with reference to the Secret Hlslory, 13,4-5; 18.30,34; 19,11 
(with commentary in O. Veh 1, 299-300; 305-7). 

130. See Procopius Caes., Persian Wan I, 24: Haury-Wirth I, 123-34; O. Veh lll, 174-88, 
with commentary 480-2; Procopius experienced the Nib riot personally (Veh, 439). Theodora's 
address in O. Veh ill, 182-4, is 'without a doubt historical' (IIIId., 481). According to Procopius, 
in the putting down of the riot by Belisariw and Mundw more than birty thousand people 
of the citizen body died. See R. Browning, Jusllllian IItld Tlleodora (above n. 3). 109-12; J. A. S. 
EVaDs, 'The "Nika" Rebellion and the Empress Theodora', Byz 54 (1984), 380-2. 

131. Justinian imp., Bp. ad COlls/GIII/nop. (CPG 9313): Cod. lust. l, 1, 6: KrUger, 7-8. 
132. Ibid.. no. 7: Kruger, Sa. [n tile letter to Patriarch Epiphanius of 26 March 533 

(CPG 9314): Cod. 1'/51., [, 1. 7: Kriiger. 8-10 and in the letter to Pope John II, of 6 June 533 
[CPG 9315]: CA, ep.84 [= CPG 6874], the fQur synod~ were explicitly mentioned ~nd 
acknowledged 3.'1 binding. Cf_ CA, ep.84, nos. 17 and 18: CSBL 35, 324. 

133. Cf. E. Schwartz, 'Zur Kirchenpolitik Justinians', in Ges. Schriften IV (276-320), 283. 
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November 533 they took advantage of the panic that occurred among 
the population because of the earthquake, to organize a demonstration 
by the people against the Fourth Synod. l34 There soon appeared signifi­
cant opportunities to take drastic measures. 

(a) Empress Theodora and the filling of vacant patriarchal thrones 
After the failure of the doctrinal dialogue of 532 a new initiative to unite 
the religious parties was introduced: the patriarchal leaders of the anti­
Chalcedonian opposition, Severus of Antioch (in exile in Egypt) and 
Timothy IV (III) of Alexandria were to be invited to the capital in the 
years 534/535 for direct negotiations. Unexpected obstacles arose, how­
ever, which Empress Theodora knew how to turn skilfully to her advan­
tage. On 7 February 535, Patriarch Timothy IV (III) died. The Empress 
made sure that a decided opponent of the Fourth Council, the deacon 
Theodosius, could ascend the throne of St Mark. Alexandria, however, 
was divided and dominated by the Julianist party. In spite of the 
support of the imperial officials, the new Severan patriarch was driven 
out as early as 10 February 535 by the Julianist Gaianas. But he too could 
only hold out for 103 days, when Theodosius was once again appointed, 
even if for only a short time. 135 At Constantinople the Chalcedonian 
patriarch, Epiphanius, died (5 June 535). Theodora was successful in 
bringing to the patriarchal throne of the capital a man who had her trust, 
Anthimus, previously the bishop of Trebizond. In 532 he had taken part 
in the doctrinal dialogue of Constantinople while still on the Chalcedo­
nian side. l36 What was important was that in the winter of 534/535 
Severus had come to Constantinople and had been accommodated in the 
imperial palace. 137 He quickly succeeded in bringing the new patriarch 
over to his side. Thus, under the protection of Theodora, an influential 
trio (consisting of Severus, Timothy or after his death his successor, 
Theodosius, and Anthimus) could be constituted, whose goals were 
expressed in an extensive correspondence. These consisted of nothing 
other than the abolition of the Chalcedonian restoration of 518/519 and 

134. Chron. Pasch. 629 BC: the praying crowd called to Christ: 'Take and bum the decree 
composed by the bishops of the Synod of Chalcedon.' Cf. E. Stein, Histoire du &S-Empire II, 380. 

135. Cf. J. Maspero, Histoire des Patriarches d'Aiexandrie (1923), 110-17 on Gaianas; 117-19 
on Theodosius. 

136. Cf. ACO IV, 2, p. 169, 11; J. Speigl, 'Das Religionsgesprach mit den severianischen 
Bischofen im Jahr 532', AHC 16 (1984), 261-85. 

137. Cf. John Beth Aphth., Vila Sev.: PO 2, 252-3; John Eph., PO 2, 302; Zacharias Rh. 
cont., HE IX, 19: Brooks, CSCO 88, 93; ET Hamilton-Brooks, 265. Theodora is here named 
as the instigator of this summons; cf. Brooks, p. 93,5-7; ET Hamilton-Brooks, 265; see in addi­
tion IX, 20: Brooks, p. 95,31; ET Hamilton-Brooks, 270. 
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the return to the positions under Emperor Anastasius, with certain more 
radical aspects included, which the dead Emperor would not have permit­
ted. In his letters to Severus 138 and Theodosius,139 Patriarch Anthimus 
offered nothing other than to restore communion on the basis of the 
first three councils of 325, 381 and 431 and of the Renoticon of Emperor 
Zeno, the latter being interpreted as a condemnation of Chalcedon and 
the Tomus of Leo I. In his letter of reply Severus spoke of his willingness 
for an already 'realized conjunction' between Anthimus and himself. 140 
He intended to relay this to Patriarch Theodosius. Anthimus asserted 
to Theodosius as well that the same should be accepted as the basis of 
communion: the first three synods, Zeno's Renoticon (likewise interpreted 
as a condemnation of Chalcedon and Leo I) and Cyril's twelve 
anathemas. 141 Theodosius himself in his reply to Anthimus accepted 
these conditions completely. 142 In a letter to Severus he had already 
stated that he was fully in agreement with the teaching of Anthimus. 143 
Because Emperor Justinian himself was now exposed to the immediate 
influence of the highly admired Severus - according to Zacharias 
Rhetor, the Emperor received the exile 'in a &iendly manner'l44 - the 
Chalcedonian reform of 518/519 seemed to hang by only a thin thread. 
The two most important patriarchal sees of the East were already 
occupied by the opponents of the Fourth Council. In Jerusalem there 
appeared to be some uncertainty, as is clear from the letter of Pope 
Agapetus I to Peter of Jerusalem. 145 Patriarch Ephraem of Antioch was 
the last support for Chalcedon among the Eastern patriarchates. If 

138. Anthimus, Ep. ad Sever. Ant. (CPG 7087): in Zacharias Rh. cant., HE IX, 21: Brooks, 
CSCO 88, 96-100; ET Hamilton-Brooks, 271-6; in addition IX, 22: Severos to Anthimus: 
Brooks, 100-5; ET Hamilton-Brooks, 276-81; IX, 23: Severos to Theodosius: Brooks, 105-7; 
ET Hamilton-Brooks, 281-3. 

139. Anthimus, Ep. ad Tlrem/oJ. (CPG 7088): Zacharias Rh. cont., HE IX, 25: Brooks, 
111-13; ET Hamilton-Brooks, 287- 90; the reply of Theodosius: IX, 26: Brooks, 114-17; ET 
Hamilton-Brooks, 291-5; idttn, Ep. sy"odlca ad Severum (CPG 7134): CSCO 103 (V), p. 2,30-33 
(Hello/lcolI) . 

140. Zacharias Rh. cont., HE lX, 22: Brooks, p. 105,13-14; ET Hamilton-Brooks, 280. Cf. 
John Beth Aphth., Vila Sell.: PO 2. 253- 6. That Anthimus wi.shed to restoTo the unity of the 
Church on this basis is also shown by his letter to Jacob Baradai. bishop of Bdessa (CPG 7085). 
in P. Nau. 'Litterature cnnomql1e syriaque ineditc', ROC 14 (1909). 123-4, puticuJady at the 
end where Tbeodoret and Ibas of Edessa are then nlllIlctl as opponents. 

141. Cf. Zacharias Rh. cont., HE lX, 25: Brooks, CSCO 88, p. 112,15-25; ET Hamilton-
Brooks, 289. 

142. cf. ibid., lX, 26: Brooks, CSCO 88, 114-15; ET Hamilton-Brooks, 293. 
143. Cf. ibid .• IX. 24: Brooks, CSCO 88, 10S-9; ET Hamilton-Brooks, 285. 
144. Ibid., IX. 19: Brooks, CSCO 88, p. 93,4-5; BT Hamilton-Bcooks, 265; in addition IX, 

15: Brooks, p. 84,25-28; ET Hamilton-Brooks, 252-3. 
145. Agapet., Ep. ad Petrum (CPG 9325 [9319]): ACO III, 152-3. 
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Theodora and Justinian had shared the same intention, it is possible that 
Peter would have succumbed to the influence of Severus, and Ephraem 
too would have lost his see. 

(b) The Chalcedonian reaction 
The supporters of Chalcedon in Constantinople were alarmed. The 
archimandrite and monks there, strengthened by a delegation of monks 
from Syria II and from the desert near Jerusalem (Sabas' monasteries), 
dared to make an attack on Anthimus, Severus, Peter, the former metro­
politan of Apamea,l46 and the fanatical monk Zooras, a Syrian from 
Sophanone and a former stylite, who had settled in the exclusive residen­
tial area Sykai, performed baptisms and liturgies and brought numerous 
supporters to the anti-Chalcedonian party. 147 The monks demanded 
from Anthimus an unambiguous profession of Chalcedon, the acknowl­
edgement of the Tomus of Leo I and the condemnation of Patriarch 
Dioscorus, who was deposed at Chalcedon. Anthimus, however, refused 
to meet this demand. 148 Consequently the monks sent a delegation to 
Pope Agapetus I in Rome, who on 13 May 535 had become the successor 
of Pope John 11.149 Patriarch Ephraem too, however, turned to Rome 
through the doctor Sergius of Res'aina, who was intended to deliver 
a letter to Pope Agapetus pso in order to move him to intervene in 
Constantinople. A journey by the Pope to the East at just this time, 
however, was also being pushed by Theodahat/51 the king of the 
Goths, who hoped in this way to achieve the cessation of Justinian's 
military operations in Dalmatia and Sicily. In December 532 Pope 
Agapetus departed for Constantinople, where he arrived in March 

146. Peter of Apamea had in any case come to Constantinople. Cf. E. Schwartz, Kyrillos von 
Skythopolis, 392-3; cf. R. Schieffer, Indices, ACO IV, 3, 2, 2, pp.385b-386a. 

147. Cf. R. Schieffer, op. cit., 508a. 
148. See the Relatio monachorum, CPG 9325 (2), delivered at the Council of Constantinople 

on 2 May 536, ACO III, 134-6, especially no. 62: pp.134,27-135,6. 
149. Ibid., p. 135,9,23, the monks mention their libel/us to Pope Agapetus. Whether this, 

however, was presented to the Pope at Rome or only in Constantinople is not clear. The relatio 
itself was composed after the death of Agapetus I (p. 136,6-7). 

150. Cf. Zacharias Rh. cont., HE IX, 19: Brooks, CSCO 88, 93-4; ET Hamilton-Brooks, 
266-7. Pope John II had died on 8 May 535. 

151. On the Goths under (King) Theodahat and the intentions of the latter regarding the 
papal journey of Agapetus I, d. Procopius, Gothic Wars 1,3,6-11: Veh II, 22-23,40-47,46-93, 
with commentary 1014-16, especially, however, 1017-21. Theodahat negotiated secretly with 
Justinian's delegation, the bishops Hypatius and Demetrius, for the purpose of yielding Tuscany 
to Justinian in return for the conferral of the dignity of senator on the Goth and his trans­
ferral to Byzantium. On Agapetus I see Veh's commentary, 1017. Theodahat was assassinated 
in 536. 
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536. 152 In a short time his presence changed the situation. Anthimus 
was deposed as patriarch and only acknowledged as bishop of Trebizond; 
but it was intended that he should reclaim his see only after he had 
proven his Chalcedonian orthodoxy. His successor on the patriarchal 
throne was the priest Menas,153 whom the Pope himself ordained as 
bishop on 13 March 536. The new patriarch as well as Justinian signed 
confessions of faith which contained the well-known formula of 
Hormisdas, admittedly expanded by additions (in § 3), in which was 
contained the Chalcedonian doctrine of the two natures in the one 
person of Christ. 154 Agapetus I even sent a letter to Patriarch Peter of 
Jerusalem. 155 In this he expressed his surprise that Peter did not bring 
to the notice of the Pope in Rome the uncanonical appointment of 
Anthimus. With a feeling of satisfaction he commented moreover that 
since the days of Peter the Apostle it was the first time that an Eastern 
bishop has been ordained by the bishop of Rome. 156 In its significance 
the harmony between Agapetus I and Emperor Justinian certainly com­
pared with that between Emperor Justin and Pope Hormisdas, insofar 
as now the imminent restoration of the Henoticon policy was excluded, 
and Constantinople was definitively won for the Chalcedonian restora­
tion. The monks of the capital contributed to the extension of what had 
been won, and presented Pope Agapetus I with an indictment against 
Anthimus. 157 They demanded that decisive action be taken against 
Severus, Peter of Apamea, Zooras and people of like mind 158 and that 
the writings of Severus should be burned. A similar document was 

152. Cf. Zacharias Rh. cont., HE IX, 19: Brooks, CSCO 88, 94; ET Hamilton-Brooks, 267. 
See E. Stein, Histoire du Bas-Empire II, 342-5 (on Theodahat). 

153. Patriarch Menas (13 March 536 - 24 August 552); Grumel, Regestes 12
, nos. 232-43; 

CPG 6923-34. 
154. Menas Const., Libel/us ftdei (CPG 6923), of 13 March 536: Grumel, Regestes 12

, 

no. 232; CA, ep. 90; Libel/us . .. ]usti"ia"i (16 March 536): CA, ep. 89 (CPG 6876 with 6874-5). 
Vis-a-vis the Hormisdas formula of 519 the texts are expanded by the naming of the four synods. 
as well as the dogmatic letters of Leo I; in the mention of the Council of 381 (S 2) the canon 
about the elevation of the See of Constantinople is omitted. Also the theopaschite formula, 
approved by John II, does not appear here. Nevertheless Pope Agapetus I in CA, ep.82 and 
91, of 18 March 536, confirms Justinian's confession of faith (CA, ep. 91, nos. 8-22 of 6 June 
533), in which this formula is contained (in no. 14). 

155. JW 897; CPG 9325 (5) = [9319): ACO III. 152-3; PL 66, 47-50; read out at the synod 
of 536. 

156. ACO III, p. 153,16-21. 
157. Libellus monachorum ad Agapetum, CPG 9325 (3): ACO III. pp.136-47. In this they 

describe the activity which the 'Aposchists' had developed in the imperial city by baptisms and 
liturgies. In particular they want to achieve the complete exclusion of Anthimus, also as far 
as the Church of Trebizond is concerned (p. 140,34). 

158. ACO III, p. 141,15-28. 
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presented to Pope Agapetus by the Oriental bishops, their apocrisiarii 
and clerics,159 in which it was demanded that action be taken against 
Severus, Zooras, Isaac the Persian and against Anthimus. Thus every­
thing pushed for a synodal purification of the denounced evils, in other 
words a council which could have taken place in Constantinople under 
the presidency of Pope Agapetus. But then Agapetus fell ill, and died 
on 22 April 536.160 

4. The Synod of Constantinople 536 and its christological 
outcome 

(a) The task and course of the Synod 
After the unexpected death of Pope Agapetus I, Emperor Justinian pro­
bably felt himself obliged, as it were, to execute his will and to complete 
the measures introduced against Anthimus and those of like mind. 161 
Hence he ordered Patriarch Menas to summon all of the bishops present 
in Constantinople to a synodos endemousa. It was intended that further 
participants should be those bishops whom Pope Agapetus had already 
sent to the Imperial City in 535, furthermore the deacons and apocrisiarii 
of the patriarchs of Antioch and Jerusalem, as well as the metropolitans 
of Cappadocia I, Galatia I and Achaia. 'The convocation by the Emperor 
and the presence of the representatives of the Apostolic See elevated the 
synod far above the level of an tVt5TfJJov(JQ almost to the status of an 
ecumenical synod. '162 What was also called for was to make people 
realize in an impressive way that the Chalcedonian restoration was 
already endangered and that it had undiminished validity. This was the 
real significance of the synod; it was not to give doctrinal clarifications 
to the christological problem. Had it taken place with Agapetus 

159. ACO 1II, 147-52 = CPG 9325 (4). 
160. E. C~spar, Gesclticliit des PapSllruns II (1933), 226, n. 3, ventures to suspeot tbat possibly 

Theodora eliminated tbe 'troublesome mall' by force, although he cannot establbh a suspicion 
of this kind in contemporary sources. See, however, the monstrous general comment of Procopius 
in the S~crft History, ch. 13: O . Veh, 119. See the Vila Agapet; in the Liber pOlltificall5, cd. 
Duchesne, 287 and B. Caspar's critique. 226. 

161. Cf. E. Schwartz, 'Zur Kirchenpolitik Justinians', in Ges. Schriften 4, 287-8. 
162. Jllid .• 288. Schwartz also remarks that the acta were sent around to absent metropolitans 

and bishops for their signature (with evidence in n. 1). 
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presiding, this task would have been expressed in a unique manner. 163 

The Synod had five 'actions' (on 2, 6, 10, 21 May and 4 June 536). 
At the conclusion of the session on 6 August 536 a constitution against 
Anthimus, Severus, Peter and Zooras was decreed by Emperor Justinian 
(CPG 6877). The person of the deposed Anthimus was the central point. 
In an elaborate process the deposed patriarch was summoned before the 
Synod. Three delegations, each consisting of seven bishops, priests and 
deacons, were despatched to find and summon him. They found him 
neither in the palace of Hormisdas nor in the other houses and 
monasteries where he could have been presumed to have been, nor in 
his villa, where, however, two of his friends, Stephen and Longinus, 
were staying. Then delegations reported each time on their return about 
the futile search. In fact Anthimus was staying, probably under the pro­
tection of Empress Theodora without Justinian's knowledge, in a room 
of their palace. Even after the intervention of Agapetus, the Empress in 
no way abandoned her endeavour to bring to power once again the three 
deposed patriarchs, Anthimus, Severus and Theodosius. 164 In any case 
Theodora wanted to spare her protege, Anthimus, interrogation and 
condemnation in praesentia by the Synod. This she also achieved; the 
damnatio in absentia, however, was not to be prevented. 

On account of the fact that the accused could not be found, and new 
deadlines had to be set repeatedly for his appearance before the Synod, 
the greater part of the five sessions (actio"es) consisted in the reading out 
and hearing of the reports of the lack of success by the delegations. 165 

163. On the Synod of Constantinople 536 ~ee CPG 9313-29; Grumel, Regestes [2, 

nos. 2JJ-.8; Hefele-Lecle[(:q, HlsJoire des Corrciles n/2, 1142-55: CondIe a Constantinople et ~ 
J~snlem en 536. E. Schwartz. art. cit., 287-90; A. de Halleux, 'Trois synodes imperiaux du 
VI" s. clans une chronique syriaque in6diLe', in R. H. Fischer (ed.), A Tribute to Arthur Viilibus 
(Chicago, 1977), 295-307; on che Synod of 536: 296-300. On the Synod of]erusalem, of 19 
September 536, see CPG 9331. On Anthimus see B. Honigmann, 'Anthimus of Trcbizond, 
PamMoh of Constantinople (June 535 - M3l'ch 536)" in idelll, Palrut/( Stlldits = ST 173 {Rome, 
\953)1 185-93. 

164. Liberatns, Brev.20: ACO n, 5, p. 136,19- 24, [epom on their attemp~ to wiJ'l Pope 
Agapetu • deacon Vigilius for tbe abolition of Chalcedon and on the deacon's willingness. On 
the qlleslioD of the authenticity of this report sec E. lionigmllnn, arl. ci/., 189. 

165. Actio 1 of 2 May 5S6; first delegation for the search: ACO m, no. 72, 153-4; correspon­
ding report on the lack of success in aclio II, of 6 May: ACO llI, nos. 79-85, 159-60. Second 
delegation: DO. 86, 160- 1. Corresponding report OD the lack of success in aCI/o lIl, of 10 M:ay 
536, nos. 109-18. 174-6. Third del.egation with a deadline of six (in all ten) days: ibid .• no. 119, 
176-7, appointed at the third msion but dated from the 15 M:ay 536, added to the acta of 
the fourth session of 21 May 536, with the corresponding report on ,the lack of success: ACO 
ill, no. 121, 177. 
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(b) Judgement and christological result of the Synod 

(i) Conclusion of the fourth actio 

353 

After the last report of lack of success in all searches on 21 May 536 
the fourth session was closed with a final questioning of the members 
of the Synod on the causa Anthimus, and a memoria Ie of the monks of 
Jerusalem, which concerned Zooras in particular. Patriarch Menas asked 
first the Italian, then the Greek bishops for their sententia. 

The Romans were brief and stated in Latin that they would adopt 
the judgement of deposition, which Pope Agapetus delivered before 
his death. l66 In the name of the Greek bishops Hypatius, the metro­
politan of Ephesus, took the floor and formulated the charge against 
Anthimus:167 

Anthlmus has made himself guilty of many t[3nsgt"e,~ions : 
(1) In wlcanonicil manner be seized the patriarchal set: of Constantinople and endeavoured 

to secure the agreement of the cl.ergy and people. 
(2) Secretly ,however, he 5ub!cribed to the teaching of Eutycbes, although be still made 

II profession of the four synods and ;llso pretended to accept Leo's TonlllS .
l68 This was, 

however, to deceive the Emperor, the apostolic see of Rome and the parriarchs. 169 But Pope 
Agapetus I discovered that he denied eeclesial dogmas. in particular the teaclling of the two 
natures which the Synod of Cbaleedon defined against Eutyches. 170 Thus be is a SUpporter 
of Dioscorus and Butyclles. 

(3) Became he bas evaded the canonical process and has missed tbe acceptable moment 
for repentance, he must uow be ~epatated . as dn tmsuitablc member, from the body of the 
holy Churches, deposed as bishop of Trebizond 1Uld, according to the judgement of the h.oly 
Pope rAgaperu~l , be declared (0 have forfeited every holy office and authority (d(/a~ /Cal 
tVEp'YE(a~). 

With the whole Synod, Patriarch Menas endorsed this charge and the 
corresponding judgement, which was confirmed by acclamations of the 
bishops and the monks and with the shout to anathematize Peter of 
Apamea, Zooras and Severus as well. In this way the ground was laid 
for the fUth actio. Monks of Jerusalem wanted to achieve a further resolu­
tion by the Synod, namely a decree to destroy the Eutychian monasteries , 
in particular those of Zooras. 171 Patriarch Menas recognized the explo­
sive nature of this demand and stressed that in accordance with the 

166. ACO III, no. 124, 178. 
167. Ibid., no. 126, 178-80. 
168. Ibid., pp. 178,31-179,8. 
169. Ibid., p. 179,11-14. 
170. Ibid., p. 179,25. 
171. Ibid., no. 129, p. 181,20--32; the dens of the heretics should be smoked out. For what 

purpose then, it is asked, does Peter of Apamea need a monastery? Only to be able to have 
all the heretics there! Severns, Peter and Zooras, this 'trio the Trinity anathematizes' 
(p. 181,28-9). 



354 CHRIST IN CHRISTIAN TRADITION 

canons such decisions had to be presented to the Emperor and the 
Apostolic See for examination and ratification. 112 

(ii) The fifth actio of 4 June 536 and its significance for the reform 
of 519 
The significance of the Synod of 536 consisted in the fact that the crisis 
threatening Justin's Chalcedonian reform of 518/519 was removed and 
the patriarchate of Constantinople was kept for Chalcedonian faith. This 
result was achieved in a twofold way: (1) through the condemnation 
of the leaders of the reaction and th,~ir definitive deposition; (2) through 
a new confession of the four synods and of Leo's Tomus. With an abun­
dance of documents the Synod secured this result, which was then 
ratified by an imperial constitution. Unfortunately the theological discus­
sion of 536 was of less value here than at the doctrinal dialogue of 532. 
It was in the first three documents that all the charges against the three 
or four opponents of Chalcedon were collected, which were not free of 
exaggerations and distortions. 173 The four accused were unjustly placed 
in a retinue of the heresies of Eutyches, Nestorius and Manes, to which 
Patriarch Dioscorus was also said to have belonged, although the fact 
that he distanced himself from the archimandrite was on record. Severe 
accusations were made particularly against Severus, his past life, his 
association with magic and demons, his hypocritical behaviour in the 
Henoticon question and his disruption of the peace of the Alexandrian 
Church. His writings had to be committed to the fire, as were formerly 
the books of Manes and Nestorius. 174 All were accused of paraliturgical 
celebrations of the eucharist and baptism,175 and of showing contempt 
for the Apostolic See of Rome.176 From the declarations of the various 
groups at the Synod there emerges the positive result that there is the 
newly attained unity of Constantinople, Antioch and Jerusalem on the 
one hand, and on the other with the Apostolic See of Rome, indeed 
with the 'entire holy, catholic and apostolic Church',177 through the 
explicit confession of Chalcedon and Leo's Tome. This found expression 

172. Ibid., no. 130, 181-2. 
173. See the libel/us of the bishops of Syria Secunda to the Emperor: ibiJ., 30-2; the libel/us 

of the monks to the same addressee: ibid., 32-8; the libel/us of the monks to Patriarch Menas: 
ibid., 38-52. 

174. See the analysis of the documents in Hefele-Leclercq II, 1150-2. 
175. Cf. ACO III, p. 111,25. 
176. Ibid., p. 112,25ff. 
177. Cf. the libel/us of the monks to the Synod: ibid., pp. 43,37-44,15. 
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in the individual sententiae of the Synod 178 and in Justinian's constitu­
tion. 179 Through this Synod Justinian himself was freed from his 
wavering and uncertainty, particularly through the intervention of Pope 
Agapetus I. which he especially highlighted. l80 At the Synod itself no 
further attempt was made to stress what was common in the faith in 
Jesus Christ. The 'formation of a confession' had been firmly cemented. 

At the Council of Constantinople (680/681), too, Anthimus was not 
forgotten as a heretic. He was cited there on the basis of some fragments 
from his logos 181 to Emperor Justinian, as confessing one physis, and 
correspondingly one will and one energeia, as well as one sophia and one 
knowledge (see below). 

II. IMPERIAL DOGMATIC DECREES ON SEVERAN CHRISTOLOGY 

Emperor Justinian seized the opportunity of the division of the 
miaphysite Church of Alexandria into the supporters of Patriarch 
Theodosius (535/536) and those of Gaianas to restore the Chalcedonian 
hierarchy there. At the suggestion of the Roman deacon Pelagius, a 
monk, Paul, from the Tabennesi monastery182 was ordained as patriarch 
(538). Violent actions, bad example in the conduct of his life (accumula­
tion of riches), an (unproven) reproach of his being involved in disposing 
of a scheming deacon led to his deposition on the order of Justinian. 
His case was handled by a special commission appointed by the Emperor 

178. See ibid., 11~19; p. 110,2~21. 
179. CPG 9329 with [9330] = 6877: Constitutw Justiniani imp. c. Anthimum, Severum, Petnlm 

et Zooram (of 6 August 536): ACO III, 119-23; NOli. 42: Schoell-Kroll, 263-9. 
180. ACO m, p. 1.20,6-25; Nov. 42: Schoell-Kroll. p.264,43-55. 
181. See Anthimus, Senllo lid Justill/anum (CPG 7086) : Mansi Xl: COlltil. Consl4ntinop. III 

(680/1): a) aelio X. col. 440-1; actio Xl: col. 516-17. The citations are part of a logos which 
in Latin is translate(! on one occasion by liber. 311d on another occasion by sermo; Mansi XI, 
col. 441 speaks moreover of logos pr% s; in col. 517 the same text is described as logos pro­
Sp'Jollflikos. which can m~n that it was presented to the Emperor or addressed to him (Latin: 
smno acclllmolorillS). In the 11e111 of tile Synod of 536 no reaction to this is found. No one still 
accused Anthunu.s of a concrete here.~y. which wou.\d certainly have been the case if this senllo 
had been well known. Could it h:we been composed after his deposition (536) and addressed 
to the Emperor? Then it would hardly have been preserved in the patriarchal library; it was, 
however, contained in a liber charl4ceus which in 680/681 was taken out to examine the 
fragments. Because at the Council of 680/681 these fragments were cited in the context of the 
monoenergist question, just as Justinian's letter to Zoilus (CPG 6879), we shall consider it 
together with this letter (see below) . 

182. Cf. E. Stein. Histolre Ju Bds-Empire II, 389-92. Pelagius, as deacon of the Roman church, 
belonged to Ule delegation which Pope Agapetus I sent to Emperor Justinian on 15 October 
535. Even after Pope Agapetlls' death be remained as the Roman apocrisiarius in Constantinople. 
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at Gaza in Palestine, to which the patriarchs Ephraem of Antioch, 
Peter of Jerusalem, Archbishop Hypatius of Ephesus and the papal 
apocrisiarius Pelagius belonged (the beginning of 540).183 After the city 
of Alexandria and several monasteries seemed to have been won for the 
Chalcedonian confession under the combined pressure of this patriarch 
Paul and the imperial officials, Emperor Justinian seized the opportunity 
to explain the faith by some dogmatic writings: (1) to the new patriarch 
Zoilus (540-551), who had been elected at Gaza; and (2) to the 'con­
verted' Alexandrian monks. In a reasonably conclusive manner he wanted 
to settle accounts with Severus of Antioch and his supporters. 184 This 
combination of disciplinary action and dogmatic instruction which we 
discern in the case of Alexandria corresponds completely to Justinian's 
consciousness of a twofold responsibility, on the one hand for the honestas 
sacerdotum, that is, the lifestyle of the bishops, and on the other for the 
'true dogmas of God'. This is the way he expressed it in the introduction 
to novella VI, addressed on 7 April 535 to Patriarch Epiphanius of 
Constantinople. 185 In the writings which were sent out of 'solicitude 
for the dogmas' to the patriarch and monks of Alexandria (CPG 6879 
and 6878), we find Justinian's most detailed discussion of Severan 
christology. Let us look at these documents more closely and attempt 
to determine their place in the theological development of the sixth 
century. We shall no doubt be able to moderate E. Schwartz's harsh 
judgement of Justinian as 'the imperial dilettante' (in theological 
matters).186 

183. Cf. Liberatus, Brev. 23: ACO II, 5, 138-140; Procopius Caes., Secret History 27, 3-22: 
Haury-Wirth III, 166-9; O. Veh 1,229-31; Zacharias Rh. cont., HE X, 1: Brooks, CSCO 88, 
119-120; ET Hamilton-Brooks, 297-8. John of Nikiu, ehron., ch.92, 1-10: trans. Charles, 
145-<i; J. Maspero, Histoire des patriarches d'Alexandrie, 144-51; in addition see E. Stein, op. cit., 
391-2, n. 1. See too R. Aubert, art. 'Gaza (Concile de)" in DHGE 20 (1984), 176-7. 

184. See Amelotti-Migliardi Zingale, Seritli teologiei: III. Scritti relativi ai monofisiti, to which 
are accounted: (a) the troparion '0 IJOVOY8Vi/<; vlO<; (CPG 6891), ibid., 43-4; (b) the constitution 
against Anthimus, Severus, Peter and Zooras, with which we have already dealt (CPG 6877), 
ibid., 45-55; (c) the dogmatic letter to Zoilus (CPG 6879), ibid., 57-63; (d) the letters to the 
Alexandrian monks (CPG6878), for which reference is made to E. Schwartz, Drei dogmatische 
Scl,rifll'lI justi"iam (Munich, 1939), 5-43; Latin translation in Subsidla II, 5-79, according to the 
Greek text of E. Schwar.tz. PG 86, 1104-46. See R. Haacke, 'Die kaiserliche Politik in den 
Auseinandersetzungen urn Chalkedon', in ehalkedon II, 155-<i3. 

185. Justinian imp., Nov. 6, prue]: Schoell-Kroll, 35-<i: Nos igitur, maximam !.abemu.! 
so/l/ci/udlllcm circa vern dt; dogmllfa 1'1 circa sIJCefflOIUtIJ "olles/atem. cr. M. Simonetti, 'La polirica 
religios3 di Giustilliano'. ill G. G. Arch! (00.), II mOlldo de/ dirillo Ifell'tpOCll giuJtilfialletl. Cnrulttrl 
t prob/mlillielle (Ravenna, 1985) (91- 111), 93-4; G. Pilati, el'/fSO e S/olo lIel priml quirrdlcl suali 
(Rome, Faris, Tournai, New York, 1961), 59-73. 

186. Cf. E. Schwartz, Drei dogmatische Schriften ju.stiniallS = ABAW.PH 18 (Munich, 1939), 
114. 
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1. The dogmatic letter to the Alexandrian monks 

This letter gives a good overview of the state of Justinian's christology 
in 540, before the outbreak of the Three Chapters dispute. The Emperor 
has appropriated well the Chalcedonian view of the incarnation and 
reproduced it in a manner which did not yet show the preferences that 
were otherwise regarded as marks of his christology. the unus ex trinitate 
excepted. It was indeed because of the latter that he began here too with 
an explanation of trinitarian faith.187 

(a) On the mia-physis formula 
The disputed formula quickly appears (no. 5, p.8,25-26). Because the 
addressees were previously supporters of the one-nature formula, the 
Emperor lays the main stress on the explanation of the two-natures 
teaching (nos. 6- 21) and on combating the mia physis and its tradition. 
The only terminological concession which distinguishes him from the 
Chalcedonian definition is the addition of the formula 'from two natures' 
to the synodal 'in two natures' (nos. 8- 9, p. 9). In order to make it easier 
for the monks to give up the mta-physis formula, for which they could 
refer to Cyril, the Emperor strives particularly to highlight Cyril's 
relationship to the two-natures language. In this way he takes over the 
intention of the Cyrillian florilegium. which we have already presented 
in detail. l ila It is important for him that Cyril himself interprets the 
monophysite formula in the sense of the two natures (nos. 15- 17, p.10): 
the words 'one nature' refer to the Logos asarkos before the incarnation; 
the Father (Cyril), however, did not stop there, but added: 'which 
became flesh, so that he represents to us through this incarnate [nature] 
the other, that is , the human nature' (no. 16, p. 10.26-27). Severus could 
not deny that Cyril used the two-natures language. He wanted. never­
theless, to limit this phrase strictly. and to represent it as occasioned by 
special circumstances. Justinian would like to demonstrate. however, 
that this was the constant practice of the 'Father ' acknowledged on 
all sides. 

From all that has been said [ef. Cyril's texts in nos. 156-66], it is proved that Cyril, who 
dwells among the saints, before, in and after the condemnation of Nestorius did not cease 
to proclaim constantly the profession of the two natures. (no. 167, pp. 35_6)189 

187. We shall follow the edition of Schwartz, ibid., 7-43. and his division according to nos. 
1-200, and cite the page and line of this edition. 

188. See above, pp.22-3. 
189. Cf. M. Simonetti, 'Altune osservazioni suI monofisismo di Cirillo d'Alessandria', Aug 

22 (1982), 493-511. 
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Justinian knows that Severus rejects the entire two-natures tradition: 
'To speak of two natures is full of every condemnation, even if it is used 
by several holy Fathers in an unobjectionable manner' (no. 151, 
p.31).I90 

(b) Mia physis synthetos 
Not only is the classical mia-physis formula repudiated, but also especially 
the Apollinarian manner of speaking of the 'one composite nature' 
(nos. 57-68). In this context we need to note what Justinian has to say 
about the use of the body-soul paradigm (cf. nos. 27-56, pp. 12-16). On 
account of its use by Apollinarius it is considered by him with suspicion, 
especially because of the teaching of the synthesis associated with it and 
its application to Christ. The main text for this is the Apollinarian 
'Treatise on the Incarnation', ch.13 (nos. 60-61, pp.16-17), with the 
description of Christ as a 'single living being' from Logos and sarx, for 
'the flesh is, as flesh of God, one living being with him, composed to 
(form) one nature' (no. 61, p. 17,7-8). What Justinian particularly takes 
exception to is the fact that this synthesis teaching is found in an alleged 
letter of Pope Julius and in a letter of Athanasius to Jovian (nos. 71-72, 
p.18). To prove these texts to be forgeries, the Emperor proceeds in 
a way similar to that of Leontius of Byzantium (in AFA ):191 he com­
pares them with authentic texts of Apollinarius (nos. 74-76, pp. 18-19). 
In the first text he finds the offensive formula of 'the one essence from 
God and human being', which is 'one' because there has been 'a composi­
tion of God with the human body' (no. 74, pp.18-19). This way of 
speaking teaches nothing other than a mixing (synkrasis) of divinity and 
humanity in Christ (no. 76, p. 19). Even Polemon, the student of 
Apollinarius, is said to have recognized that the synthesis teaching was 
wrong, and that the mia-physis formula was also affected by this (nos. 65 
and 66, p. 17). 'From what has been said it is clear that those who take 
the one incarnate nature of the God-Logos as composite follow the error 
of Apollinarius. In contrast Cyril, who dwells among the saints, did not 
speak of the one incarnate nature of the Logos other than meaning two 
natures, which is why he adds: we speak of two natures' (no. 67, p. 17). 
Cyril thus rejects the manner of speaking of the 'composite nature, as 
of the one physis from flesh and divinity' (no.67, p.17,33-35, with 
further evidence from Cyril against the expression synthesis: nos. 68 and 

190. This text of Severus is cited by Bustathius monk, Ep. ad Tirnotheurn &hol. (CPG 6810): 
PG 86, 904D, now ed. Allen, no. 6, 11. 52-54; the citation is from Severus' Ekthesis pisteos. 

191. See above, pp.237-8, n. 40. Justinian mentions that he exposed the forgery through 
investigations in the papal archives (no. 86, p. 21). 
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69, pp. 17-18). Justinian thus attacks the expressions synthesis-synthetos 
by clearly emphasizing their misuse by Apollinarius, which consists in 
the fact that Christ, God and human being, is considered as a 'nature­
unity'. Insofar as the mia-physis formula is derived from this understan­
ding, it is to be strictly rejected, just as much as the expression (mia) 
physis synthetos. Only the denotation Christos synthetos may be allowed, 
similar to the mia-physis formula in Cyril's understanding (cf. nos. 70 and 
69, p.18). Here we can confirm that the Emperor, more than any of 
the theologians of his time, recognizes the distinction between Christ 
conceived in an Apollinarian way (= a nature-synthesis in the strict 
sense) and the Cyrillian understanding of the 'one nature', which should 
not be interpreted as a profession of 'one ousia' (no. 70, p. 18). 

For Justinian there exists a community of like mind in the use of the 
mia-physis formula between Manes, Apollinarius, the Headless Ones, and, 
closer at hand, Timothy Aelurus, Dioscorus of Alexandria and Severus 
(cf. nos. 89, 93, 94-107). Timothy Aelurus is especially dangerous 
because he denies Christ's human nature the 'signification as physis' (logos 
physeos) , which exposes him as a docetist (no. 107). Detailed counter­
arguments from scripture and the Fathers are intended to prove this (cf. 
nos. 108-149). The Emperor states that Severus is wrong when he claims 
that he cannot discover the formula of the two natures in the Fathers 
(nos. 151-153); Cyril is indeed a clear witness for it throughout his entire 
work (nos. 153-168, pp.32-6). 

(c) Conceptual clarifications 
The fact that Emperor Justinian adapted well to the state of teaching 
about the incarnation in 540 in Constantinople emerges from his clear 
observations (1) on the Chalcedonian usage of christological concepts 
(nos. 168-186, pp. 36-9), (2) on 'number' in trinitarian and incarnational 
teaching (nos. 187-191, pp. 39-41), and (3) on the Trishagion (nos. 192-
198, pp. 41-2). Nevertheless he does not contribute anything of his own 
which goes beyond what had been achieved by the leading authors of 
the sixth century (John the Grammarian, then Hypatius, Leontius of 
Byzantium and Leontius of Jerusalem). 192 He is also dependent on them 
in judging the historical development, as his interpretation of Cyril 
shows. This is true at least until 540. 

192. On the assessment of his florilegia see M. Richard, cited in CCT IIll, 62. 
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(i) Decision for the Chalcedonian two-natures language 
From the clear rejection of Severus and his interpretation of the history 
of concepts there follows for Justinian a firm choice in favour of 
Chalcedonian language (nos. 168-169, p.36), which is supported by a 
new proof from the Fathers. Although the Severans must concede the 
twofold reality 193 in Christ, divinity and humanity, and that the 
'kerygma of the Fathers'194 speaks clearly of the two natures, they 
would still refuse to draw from that the linguistic and conceptual conse­
quences. Furthermore physis, ousia, morphe remain for them synonymous 
with hypostasis and prosopon, which is said to be the pretext for the errors 
of all heretics (no. 169, p.36,28-30). Corresponding to his comments 
to Patriarch Zoilus, after a brief florilegium 195 the Emperor now sug­
gests a purification of language: 

'We have said this to prove that ousia and physis and morphe state the same, but that ousia and 
hyposta.sis are not the same, as the heretics say in their error, and that it is allowed to learn from 
the the%gia about the holy Trinity.' This is aimed at the refusal of Severus to apply the Basilian 
language used of the Trinity also to the oikonomia, to the incarnation (no. 175, p. 37). Justinian 
says that Cyril himself left the way free for this (nos. 176-178, pp.37-8) and distinguishes in 
his Dialoguts on the Trinity (CPG 5216; PG 75, 697) between ousia (the kOinon) and the hypostasis 
(kat/,1,e/./aslorJ) (no. 178, p. 37).196 From other Fathers the Emperor then deduces that prosopon 
and hypostasis are also used synonymously.197In any case, in this manner he settles his own way 
of speaking, even if he does not give a complete picture of the history of the terms. 

(ii) The number 'two' in christology 
For the claim that Cyril rejected the formula mia physis, the Emperor 
relies on Cyril's writing That Christ is one 198 (no. 185, p.39). In this, 
to be sure, the argument is directly against the (alleged) statement of 
Apollinarius (or rather of some extremists of his party), that the 
body of Christ is 'consubstantial' with his divinity. Cyril denies this 
energetically, as well as the Apollinarian justification of it, that is, that 
it is only in this way that one can conceive that Christ is a single son. 
He actually reverses the argument of his opponents and says: if there 
is not another and another (heteron and heteron) in Christ, how can one 

193. No. 168, p. 36,26: nov Kar'dMiOslav 1lpaypdrwv. 
194. Ibid., p.36,24. 
195. The Ps. Athanasian writing C. Apoll. II 1, John Chrysostom, Basil, Cyril (Thesaurus): 

nos. 170-174, pp.36-7. 
196. Justinian, however, remains silent about the fact that the passage adduced from Cyril 

says nothing about adopting this distinction for the teaching about the incarnation. 
197. Nos. 178-180, pp. 38-9, with citation from Gregory Nazianzen and Gregory of Nyssa, 

directed against Apollinarius: nos. 181-183, p.39. 
198. Cyril Alex., Quod unus sit Christus: PG 75, 1289BC; Durand, SC 97, p. 370,24-30 with 

n. 1, pp.370f. 
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then speak of union, henosis, at all? 'In any case not if it is a question 
of something which is already one numerically; only in the case of two 
or more things does one speak of union' (no. 185, p.39). Thus from 
this text Justinian assumes that Cyril rejected the mia physis. To that 
he adds a reflection on the number two, which was a horror for Severus. 
The Emperor alludes to him when he speaks of heretics who refuse to 
apply the number to the united realities (God and human being) in Christ 
(no. 187, pp. 39-40). He says what a contradiction it is that they still 
confess that Christ is perfect God and perfect human being. When they 
refuse to apply the number two to this, they deny the twofold teleion. 
Justinian states that that leads directly to Apollinarius,199 against whom 
he is fighting with all his resolve (nos. 189 [with Gregory of Nyssa]-191, 
pp. 40-1). It is worth noting how he formulates it: 'From what has been 
said it is clear that where a union results from various realities, the 
number of what are united is discerned in every respect' (no. 192, p. 41). 
Because Severus does not consider that, the Emperor says, he applies the 
Trishagion, which holds for the Trinity, solely to the Son, who then, 
however, cannot participate in the doxa of the Father and the Spirit. This 
is how Arius and Nestorius talk. Hence Justinian makes himself the 
defender of the Constantinopolitan understanding of the Trishagion, or 
the advocate of the number three for the Trinity and of the number two 
for christology. In doing this he does not ascend to speculative heights, 
as Leontius of Jerusalem had done. His solution, destined for the monks, 
can, as it were, provide insight with the use of a calculator. 

In eleven anathemas Justinian then summarizes his trinitarian teaching 
(no. 199, A. 1-3) and his teaching on the incarnation (A. 4-11). What 
he contributes to the purification of language is the pure adoption of 
the strict-Chalcedonian tradition. We find no trace of neo-Chalcedonian 
tendencies. At the end (no. 200, p.43) there follows the confession of 
the four synods in a way that could not be expressed more clearly. 

2. The dogmatic letter to Patriarch Zoilus of Alexandria 
(539/540) 

Emperor Justinian is certainly more radically seized by the theological 
tension of the Chalcedonian-Severan altercation about the understanding 
of Christ in the sixth century than any simple dilettante could succeed 
in being. The excerpt from his letter to Patriarch Zoilus, which is 

199. Lietzmann, Frag. 81, cit. no. 188, p. 40. 
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transmitted in the acta of the Council of Constantinople in 680/681,200 
shows this. Though the question handled there is about one or two 
activities in Christ, this letter to Zoilus, at least in terms of content, 
is related to further texts which deal with one or two energeiai with 
regard to Christ's knowledge. With this question a new theme is 
broached in the sixth century. 

Excursus: On the question of Christ's knowledge in the sixth century 
In the first place this concerns fragments from a logos of the deposed 
Patriarch Anthimus, which were cited in actiones X and XI at the Third 
Council of Constantinople. A further document which has only now 
become accessible illustrates this background with special clarity, namely 
the large fragments from the Tomus of the deposed Alexandrian patriarch 
Theodosius (end of 537) to Empress Theodora, which were previously 
unpublished. 201 These excerpts are part of a chapter of B. 1. Add. 
14532 with the title: 'On the teaching of the Agnoetai: by Theodosius, 
Constantine and Anthimus.'202 

(a) The initiative of the deacon Themistius (c. 536-540) 
With the exile of Patriarch Theodosius to Derkos near Constantinople 
a discussion that was originally Alexandrian moved to Constantinople. 
Apparently the deposed Patriarch Anthimus was also active in it. We 
shall present first the texts of Anthimus and Theodosius and analyse their 
interpretation of Christ's ignorance. It is easier to proceed from 
Anthimus to Theodosius than vice versa, for the latter introduces impor-

200. Justinian emp., Ep. dogmatica ad Zoilum (CPG 6865): Amelotti-Migliardi Zingale, Scritti 
teologici, 57-63; PG 86, 1145-50. 

201. Theodosius Alex., Tomus ad Theodoram Augustam (CPG 7133; previously only known 
from the short Greek citations in Mansi X, 1121B, 1121C; XI, 273,445; F. Diekamp, DP, 314, 
XLII). The new Syriac texts offer in addition other important fragments; they are presented 
provisionally by A. Van Roey, 'Theodose d'Alexandrie dans les manuscrits syriaques de la British 
Library', inJ. Quaegebeur (ed.), Studia Paulo Naster oblata, II Orientalia Antiqua = OLA 13 (Lou­
vain, 1982), 287-99; on the Tomus ad Theodoram Aug. see 289-90, no. 4: B. L. Add. 12154, 
fol. 141V-151R ... De saint Theodose ... (fol. 148R,7-148V,25 also in Add. 14541); 298, 
no. 15: the Tomus ad Theodoram was written only after 536 (when Theodosius moved to Constan­
tinople). One may assume that it was already in existence when Justinian wrote his letter to 
Zoilus. Theodosius was in exile first of all in Derkos, but soon (in 538) in the capital with 
numerous other anti-Chalcedonians, probably in Theodora's palace. See the evidence in E. Stein, 
Histoire du Bas-Empire II, 385, n. 2. Prof. A. Van Roey kindly placed at my disposal his Latin 
translation of the fragments, as well as a Latin translation of large parts of B. 1. Add. 12155 
and a further text from Add. 14532, which will be evaluated here. See now Van Roey-Allen, 
OLA 56, pp. 42-56. 

202. A. Van Roey, art. cit., 293: in this the three bishops named take a position on the teaching 
of Themistius. 
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tant differentiations which are lacking in the radicalism of Anthimus. 
The dispute about the knowledge or ignorance of Christ began in 

Alexandria with the deacon Themistius, a supporter of Severus and an 
opponent of Julian of Halicarnassus.203 Of his own free will or under 
pressure he came to Constantinople, where a break occurred between 
the deposed patriarch and the deacon regarding the question of Christ's 
knowledge. 204 The discussion dragged on into the time of the 
Chalcedonian Patriarch Eulogius of Alexandria (581-608), who informed 
Pope Gregory I (d. 604) of it. The main arena for this discussion was 
thus Constantinople, particularly through the activity of the deposed 
patriarchs Theodosius and Anthimus, and in addition of the bishop 
Constantine and the monk Theodore. It is probably to Constantinople 
that still another witness of the conflict points, namely Ps. Caesarius in 
his Erotapokriseis, which we are able to quote in its new edition.205 As 
a Severan and an opponent of Julian of Halicarnassus, Themistius prob­
ably only drew the conclusions from Severus' christological anthropo­
logy: as the body of Christ was subjected to mortality and corruption, 
so too was Christ's human spirit finite and, in relation to knowledge, 
subject to human limits, as for instance John 11,34 and Mark 13,32 
showed. 

In the minds of the Fathers these texts were dubious, because the 
Arians had already used them to deduce an argument against the divinity 
of the Logos. The Nicenes solved the difficulty by ascribing Christ's 
ignorance to the humanity of Jesus. 206 In this way embarrassing 

203. Cf. E. Amann, art. 'Themistius', in DTC 15, 219-22. See CPG 7285-92. According 
to Liberatus, Brtv. 19: ACO II, 5, p. 134,18-22, he was already a deacon under Patriarch 
Timothy IV (III) (517-535); it is said that Timothy was the first to whom he presented his 
ideas on Christ's ignorance of certain things. According to Leontius Scho\., De sectis (CPG 6823), 
V, IV-VI: PG 86, 1232, this doctrinal conflict flared up under Patriarch Theodosius (535-566), 
but only after his translation to Constantinople. 

204. Liberatus, Brev. 19: ACO II, 5, p. 134,18-22, speaks of the origin of the dispute: 
Thernistius says to Patriarch Timothy IV (III): si corpus Christi corruptibile est, debemus eIIm dicere 
et aliqua ignorasse, sicut ait de Lazaro (In 11,34), hoc Timotheus negavit dicendum. a cuius communione 
Themistius desciscens schisma fecit, et ab ipso dicti sunt in Aegypto Themistianl. Cf. Timothy presb., 
De iis qui ad ecclesiam accedunt (CPG 7016): PG 86, 41B, no. 2: Agnoitae; also Sophronius oOer., 
Ep. synod.: PG87/3, 3192Cff. On Themistius see as well T. Hermann, 'Monophysitica', ZNW 
32 (1933), 287-93; Photius, Blbl. cod. 108: Henry I, 14; PG 103, 381; cf. E. Schulte, Die 
Entwicklung der Lehre vom menschlichen Wissen Christi bis zum Beginne der Scholastlk = FCLDG 
12, 2 (Paderbom, 1914), 121-4. 

205. See R. Riedinger, Pseudo·Kaisarios. Die Erotapokriseis = GCS (Berlin, 1989). I am grateful 
to the editor for letting me have the galley proofs and his comprehensive index verborum. 

206. See the witnesses in A. Vacant, art. 'Agnoetes', in DTC 1, 589-93; J. Marie, De 
Agnoetarum doctrino. Argumentum patristicum pro omniscientia Christi hominis relativa (Zagreb, 1914). 
In the appendix 113-20, Marie offers the patristic witnesses to the Agnoetai known up to his time. 
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situations arose only for those Fathers who considered 'ignorance' as 
'blameworthy pathos' and saw Christ's sinlessness as endangered by it. 
'Ignorance' (agnoia) was already seen by the ancient Greeks in relation 
to moral evil, indeed as the font and reason for false moral decisions. 
Thus with regard to Christ, if ignorance were to be conceded in him, 
his 'sinlessness' would be undermined.207 

Let us examine briefly this theme 'ignorance and propensity for sin 
(peccabi!itas)' in connection with the Agnoeta{ dispute begun by 
Themistius. With regard to this we have in B. L. Add. 12155 excerpts 
from a treatise by the monk Theodore, which was called the ConJutatio 
brevis ("EAeyxoc; we; Av O'vv't'o.ucp )2{l8 and was subdivided into various 
(perhaps three) tractates (m.mre).209 

(b) The monk Theodore and his controversy with Themistius 
The kernel of the response of the monk Theodore to the individual 
audaciae (according to Van Roey-Allen perhaps A1tIXBIPt1.uara) consists in 
his warning to distinguish various degrees of ignorance and correspon­
ding to this various degrees of culpability. In the second audacia 
Themistius had stated the following: 

If every ignorance is culpable and subject to blame and the charge of sin, then each of us 
should investigate in how many matters and things he finds himself in ignorance, and whether 
anyone can endure the just judgement of God, after he had found himself to be in ignorance 
in all these things. 210 

Theodore begins his critique with two issues: (1) Can Themistius at 
all judge the extent and the peculiarity of his ignorant mistakes? (2) The 

207. Cf. Leontius Byz., CNE III, 32: PG 86, 1373B. The reproach against the Nestorian 
runs: 'With the darkness of ignorance you cover him [Christ), if he knows nothing, for he 
is united to the Logos only according to dignity. How can you see him, however, filled with 
ignorance and not also with sin? Sin stems from ignorance as the river from the source ... 
You call him ignorant to such an extent that he did not even once know the tempter who 
tempted him.' For the other stance see below Leontius Schol., De sectis, X, Ill: PG 86, 1264AB. 

208. Theodore monk, Confulatio brevis (CPG 7295): the detailed information on sources and 
references is as follows. A. Van Roey was kind enough to translate lengthy sections of this and 
to add notes: see now Van Roey-Allen, Monophysite Texts of the Sixth Century = OLA 56, 
pp.92-102. (Here Theodore names a further title of Themistius, which is not cited in 
CPG 7285-92, namely an Apologia pro Theophobio); see also OLA 56, p. 93. This text is as 
no . .388 (Theodore'S Confutatio brevis, with the anathemas of the 'dyophysite synod', that is, of 
Justinian's edict against the Origenist5; see E. Schwartz, ACO Ill, 213-14; IV, 1, 248, n.) in 
the long florilegium ofB. L. Add. 12155. Cf. W. Wright, Calalogue II, 921-55; see CPG 7295, 
Nota, with reference to T. Hermann, art. 'Monophysitica', ZNW 32 (19.33), 287-9.3. 

209. Cf. Photius, Bibl. Cod. 108: PG 103 • .381; Henry II, 78-9. 
210. See Van Roey-Allen, OLA 56, p.92,7-11. 
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concept of 'sin' needs to be differentiated. Themistius always assumes 
that 'sin' is what deserves supplicium (death penalty) and (severe) penalty. 
It is a severe, actual sin. But 'sin' can also mean that in ignorance one 
can be 'capable' of sin and thus too deserving of disapprobation 
(improbatio) and blame (increpatio). In this sense the teachers said that 
every ignorance is subject to blame and also to sin. For this extended 
concept of 'sin' Theodore refers to John Chrysostom. 211 Hence 
Themistius is said to suffer from a lack of understanding and an inability 
to distinguish. 

Theodore, however, does not want to allow even this potential sin­
fulness on the basis of ignorance for Christ as a human being. He is 
'incapable of evil, that is incapable of sin (impeccabilis). as we all confess' 
(OLA 56, p. 93,52-53). For the angels (seraphim) and for many creatures 
in general it is true that there is a certain lack of wisdom and an inclinatio 
ad peccatum. Theodore cites a certain text of Cyril, which cannot be 
verified, as well as Basil, De spiritu sancto: PG 32, 137B; SC 17bis, 
382; but above all he refers to his father Severus, Contra Felicissimum 
(CPG 7032). This text shows that Severus simply refers omniscience and 
thus absolute sinlessness back to the hypostatic union of the Logos with 
a body endowed with a rational soul. 212 With regard to the question of 
Christ's ignorance Theodore clearly distinguishes between 'factual 
sinlessness' (impeccantia) and 'absolute incapability of sinning' (impec­
cabilitas) on account of the hypostatic unity (OLA 50, p.95,102-111). 
With Cyril, Theodore knows of the fact that Christ naturaliter ignorat 
in sua humanitate, sed cognoscit accipiendo, for he became like us in all things 
(Heb2.17). Finally, the 'Father' Theodosius is cited as already being 
dead.213 Theodore (OLA 56, p.98,199-215) thus also concedes an 
igtlOrantia in Christ with reference to Athanasius, Ep. II ad Serapionem 
(PG26, 621-624), because from it one cao conclude: 

211. John Chrys., In ilIud: Vidi dominum (CPG 4417), hom. 3: PG 56, 115, where ",d)lor; 
(Improbnlio, Illmpollo) and TI/UJJpfa (mppl/cillm) are distinguished . 

212. Van Roey-Allen, OLA 56, p. 94,91-94: Corpus sarrell"'l el sine p~'a/o /llde ab Ipso utero, 
IlnilHlltllm et rat/onalll, sib/ IIII/vit VerbllIH hypostaticlI el /10/1 indigtbal tlO/lO lit flat divlllior sapimlia et 
gratin. Qui eII;1II sillt peuato tst rlOII carel sapimtla; qui IIIllem caret saplmlla eliam pcecalo slIbfectus 
esl. There follow further lest/mollia from Scverus, which cenainly contain nothing other than 
the teaching of Cyril of Alexandria, whom he also cites further: the human being Christ is filled 
with the wisdom and omniscience of the Logos. 

213. Ibid., pp. 97.191-98.198: Ratio mbs/antlac IIostrae IlII/UTlle, ail [Theodosius], 110" possidet ex 
sdpsa Itttelligetlliant rem", futJlrarum. Et Ii propler Iroc solulII scclIIJalisalur aliqllls ill Christo, dicll sap/em 
Cyrlllus, s;Pllui "1111 !roc t t alia reprehendulIl"r. 111 Iloc. III 'luonam? III to quod lion I!X se/psa !tUPllallllas 
Domilll Nostrl C/Jrisli profort coglllt;onem rtruPII magis divillanlm el propterea die/hiT igllorare. Van 
Roey-Allen comment that this text cannot come from Theodosius' Oral/o theolog/ctl, because here 
there is no trace of the Agnoetic dispute, but it comes perh2ps from the To",us ad Theodora,,!. 
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See, (Athanasius) calls ignorance (the fact) that (human beings) have (their) knowledge only 
by receiving and acquiring, and not from themselves. (OLA 56, p.98,219-221) 

He concludes: 

This valiant one [Themistius) does not know, as usual, that it is not the same to know or 
not to know, and to have knowledge by receiving or by nature; hence he declares the 
statements (of Cyril) to be contradictory. (OLA 56, p. 102,360--363) 

Thus with Cyril and Severus, the Severans have an integrated solution 
to the Agnoetic question: the humanity of Christ is indeed by nature 
subjected to ignorance (without sin), but through the hypostatic union 
there is omniscience and with it impeccability. A 'created grace of 
Christ', which is granted to his humanity by the Holy Spirit, they do 
not invoke. It is only Theodore who knows the problem 'ignorance 
and sin'. 

(c) Anthimus and his interpretation of Christ's knowledge 
A first fragment contains typical monophysite and monoenergist 
theses. 214 

We confess the one incarnate nature of the God-Logos, which together with its own flesh 
is to be adored in worship, in this one incarnate nature of the God-Logos; we do not permit 
talk of an ignorance of the divinity or (of an ignorance) of his rational and intellectual soul 
by which that is animated which is assumed from us, is consubstantial with us, a passible 
body which is united to the God-Logos according to the hypostasis. If there is only one 
hypostasis, one nature of the incarnate God-Logos, then without doubt there is also only one 
will, one activity, one wisdom and one knowledge for both. 

The intention of the text is perfectly clear: the vision of the one physis 
and energeia, which is already familiar to us, is now extended to the 'one 
wisdom and one knowledge'. The divine and human knowledge in 
Christ are equated with regard to scope. Neither in the one nor in the 
other is there ignorance or not-knowing. In practice this means that 
there is only one knowledge, the divine, which also fills the human spirit 
of Christ. 

The acta of the Council of 680/681 produce from the same logos of 
Anthimus a very interesting patristic justification, namely from Cyril's 
commentary on John, with the depiction and interpretation of the raising 
of the daughter of Jairus.215 Christ raised the dead not only by word 
and command; he also put his flesh into action in doing this. Through 

214. Anthimus, Sermo ad Iustinian. (CPG 7086) : Mansi XI, col. 44OE-441A. 
215. Cyril Alex., In Ioannis Evangel. IV: PG 73. 577C3-15. This text is cited twice: Mansi 

XI, col. 441-442, 517-518. 
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speech and touch together occurs a single coherent activity: 'vivifying 
as God through a command effecting everything; he also enlivens, 
however, by the touch of his hand and shows by this the one activity 
grown together from both (JJfav .8 Kai C1VYY8V;' ol'dJJcJ>oIV tltlOefKVVC11 .t}v 
tvtpY81av), .216 Anthimus adds his own reflections to this. 

Because we also know that the property of the divine intellectual activity consists in the 
knowledge of all things, we are taught that there is only one and the same divine activity; 
how should we also not confess that there is in the one Christ only one and the same 
knowledge of all things (as we have already said) according to his divinity and according 
to his humanity?217 

We shall add yet another fragment from this logos to Emperor Justi­
nian, which is contained in B.1. Add. 14532.218 

Because we follow the prophetic speech we in no way attribute igno~ance to the one Son, 
OUI Lord Jesus Christ (composite and indivisible). For to lay that the God-Logos, insofar 
as he is God-Logos, does not know the last day and the (last) hour (cf. Mt 24,36 wd 
Mk 13,32), is full of Arian. or rather Judaic impiety. (To say that he does not know it) 
in, his hwmnity makes a division of the one Lord ioto two perSOIlS, two Sons, two Christs, 
two natures wd two hypOSIQStis , and into their separate activities and properties and a com­
plete (division). Saint Gregory Nazianzen also 13ught this in his second speech on the Son, 
saying: 'Is it not cleaf for all that he [Christ] as God knows (the day], but says liS a human 
being that he does not know, if one separates the visible from the intelligible.'219 See how 
this wise teacher expl:tined the word of the gospel. saying: 'if one separates the visible from 
the intelligible', and taught us that we .:an attribute ignorance to him [Christ) when we 
make use of II division in ,heorill about the one composite Christ and ask about the content 
of the substance of his animated flesh. 

And [AnthimusJ a little later: 'For us there is one hypostllSis and one incarnate nature of 
the God-Logos, as there is also without doubt only one will. We know too only one activity, 
and one wisdom, and there is (only) for both one knowledge. Therefore whoever says that 
he knew as God. but as a human being he did not know, separates in an unconscionable 

216. It will be seen how important this passage became for Ps. Dionysius the Areopagite and 
for the mia-energeia teaching in general. 

217. Mansi XI, col. 441/442C. 
218. See Van Roey-Allen, OLA 56, p. 65. I am most grateful for being able to use the Latin 

trarulation in advance of its publication. 
219. Gregory Naz., Or. 30 (CPG 3010) (= Or. theol. IV). IS: PG 36, 124B; Gal1:.y-Jourjon. 

SC 250, p. 258,14--16; Barbel, 200-1. This same passage from Gregory Naziaozco is also dealt 
with by Constantine, tile bishop of Laodicea, in a logos prosp/'o/lI!fikos before Empress Theodora, 
cf. CPG 7107- 10, together with p. 574; but the logos Just named is not noted. Referring to 
it Constantine explains to the Empress that in the one Christ one should only distingnish in 
tbought between the knowing divinity and the ignorwt humanity. Considered in Itself aud by 
itself (its essence) the bumanity is said not to have any knowledge of the 1m day or any divine 
powers, but certainly has everything in the state of union. Only in ,"eorla can one speak of 'ask­
ing'. 'receiving'. 'being anointed with th.e Holy Spirit'. 'baving become Lord and Christ' (quasi 
falllulI! flllluram Cll mis IIl1imafar ill se ~I separatirl. lOl/Sid~rlllls). 1 have to thank "Prof. A. Von Roey 
for the L3tin translation of these fragments from B. L. Add. 14532-. fol. 177Vb, of which only 
the main thoughts can be communicated here. See now Van Roey-AlIen, OLA 56, pp.70-I. 
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way the one indivisible Son into two natures, two hypostaseis, just like the impious Theodoret. 
We believe, however, with God's grace, as we have already said: his divine, rational and 
intellectual soul, consubstantial with our souls obtained, after its union with God the Word, 
an existence together with his body, consubstantial with our bodies; immediately with its 
union to that (body) it had all of his divine notivil:y, wisdom, and omniscience, so that every 
single knowing is the same for both the God-Logos and the rational and intellectual soul.' 

Anthimus thus presents a picture of Christ conceived totally from 
above. As the order and sole power to raise the dead proceeds from the 
Logos, mediated by the simultaneous corporal contact, so too the one 
knowledge, the divine omniscience, comes from the Logos into Christ's 
humanity.220 The idea of the 'one activity' (mia energeia) is consistently 
applied to the region of knowledge. 

(d) The one activity in Christ and the question of Christ's knowledge in 
Patriarch Theodosius 

In his treatise on Christ's knowledge to Empress Theodora, only just 
recently researched and edited, Patriarch Theodosius of Alexandria 
(535-566), who was summoned to Constantinople and deposed by Justi­
nian, produces a much more differentiated interpretation of Christ's 
knowledge than Anthimus could offer. In it we can see the oldest and 
most significant treatment of the question in the East. It was certainly 
composed between 536 and 540.221 The solution of the question was 
conditioned by specific options: (1) on the classification of ignorance 
either under the 'blameless' or the 'not blameless' affections (nuO" 
OlaP).,,'u, dOlup).".a); (2) on the assumption or non-assumption of an 
autonomy of Christ's human knowledge, whether occurring auto­
genically in the human nature or on the presupposition of a 'single 
activity' (mia energeia) from above, which allowed the human knowing 
in Christ no spontaneity and independence. The Apollinarian nature­
unity (Christ = synthesis in natura et secundum naturam) now had a con­
crete effect on the partial region of the one energeia, namely knowledge. 
Whoever followed the line: one nature, one will, one activity, would 
have to proceed consistently to the ",fa yvwO'u;, the one knowledge. The 

220. Severos too accepts only the one universal knowledge and the substantial, divine wisdom 
in Christ; if there is talk of an increase in wisdom and grace (Lk 2,40), then that is only an 
advance in the 'revelation' of his divinity (o"grnenter ostendens divinitatem suam, non autem tarrquam 
ada/lCUJm habeJIS sapien/iam et gratiam et ex nO/l pitrdludillt ad pienitudirrem deveniens. Q}4id enim p/enius 
wei 'IMm $IIbsl411liaiis Sapientia, ex qua omnis ratiollailJ creatura sapiens effreitur? Cf. Severos Ant., 
C. imp. Gram. III, 31: CSCO 102 [VJ, p.87,3-7). 

221. Tomus ad Theodoram augustam (CPG 7133), introduction, edition and Latin translation 
prepared by Van Roey-Allen, OLA 56, pp. 16-56. 
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Chalcedonian-Leonine two natures, two activities demanded in contrast 
two powers of knowing and two manners of knowing. With their 
teaching the Chalcedonians were put on the defensive. Theodosius 
attacked the initiative so vigorously that from the Chalcedonian side only 
a tentative, partial reply resulted. We will find it in Justinian's letter 
to Patriarch Zoilus. 

The Tomus of Patriarch Theodosius to Empress Theodora 
The starting-point of Theodosius' Tomus to Theodora 222 is the truth of 
Christ's human nature, which is consubstantial with us. As has been 
customary since Cyril, it is emphasized by the theologians of the mia 
physis in an almost stereotypical manner that this nature has a rational 
soul which experiences all the natural, blameless affections (passions), the 
nd,O" douiP;'"r:a: hunger, thirst, sleep, tiredness, piercing of the body, 
pains, wounds, death, sadness, anguish and the like. These experiences 
occur only in the flesh which the Logos allows to undergo suffering will­
ingly from time to time. As the human soul according to its nature is 
distinguished from the flesh, but still on account of the union considers 
in 'sympathy' the flesh's experience of pain as happening to itself, so too 
it is the case with the Logos as far as the experiences of suffering of 
his humanity are concerned. 

In the case of the 'Emmanuel' one must admittedly distinguish three 
types of this appropriation (appropriatio): 

(1) the first manner: the assumption, with the permission of the 
Logos, of the natural, blameless, true passions which happen to the 
ensouled flesh; 

(2) the second manner: the assumption of our poverty (need, indigen­
tia), as this corresponds to the natural, essential limitedness of human 
nature; it enables the Emmanuel to request, to receive, to be made holy, 
to be anointed with the Holy Spirit, to become Lord and Christ, to 
receive the name above all names, also 'not to know the future'. 

Nevertheless the needy soul of Christ receives the divine riches from 
the very moment of the union, although they would not come to it on 
the basis of its essence (secundum rationem essentia/em et natura/em carnis). 

(3) Christ also appropriates our rebellion against God, offence, sin -
indeed not real - but because as head of the whole body of the Church 
he has taken on himself everything that is ours: our sin, our forsakenness. 

222. We follow the Latin translation of Van Roey-Allen for CPG 7133, aLA 56, pp. 42-56: 
Wright II, 982-3. 
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Christ becomes a sinner not by his own decision, but indeed by his 
becoming a member of sinful humanity. 

Theodosius sees in this second manner of appropriation the decisive 
solution to the question. He underpins his interpretation with six 
Cyrillian citations from works that precede or follow the Council of 
Ephesus. It is based on the unmingled unity of infinite divinity and of 
finite, burdened humanity.223 If one surveys these passages, it turns out 
that Cyril was ready to concede a genuine appropriation of ignorance 
in Christ. But then he decided to consider this natural need as only one 
de iure, not as one de facto, as real. Fundamentally Christ's human nature 
was in need of knowledge as a natural necessity. In reality, however, 
this lack was always already filled, as Cyril states in his commentary on 
Matthew (on the passage, Mt 24,36: 'no one knows the day or the 
hour'). 

He says that he does not know, not as God; admittedly he was not only the God-Logos, 
but became and was a human being who does not know the future according to his nature 
and the measure of humanity, but often receives this from God's revelation.224 

Here Cyril speaks first of all of the possibility that human ignorance 
in general can be dispelled by divine revelation. All the more has Christ 
a right to this. This right is given with the henosis. 

This is also the opinion of Patriarch Theodosius in his assessment of 
the long fragment from Cyril. Christ appropriated the imperfections of 
our nature, which it has by reason of the constitution of its essence, and 
also ignorance of the future. As Logos, however, he has this knowledge 
and an omniscience (et omnium [rerum] scientiam habet). Does the divine 
knowledge thus simply abolish creaturely ignorance? Can one no longer 
truly say that Christ also assumed ignorance? For Theodosius it would 
be an abolition of the economy of salvation to deny the genuine 
appropriation of the whole complex of imperfections and deficiencies in 
Christ. But the Patriarch does not advance beyond a de iure appropria-

223. Cyril Alex., (a) De sancta trinitate diol. (CPG 5216) VI: PG 75, 1008D: received sanctifica­
tion of Christ's humanity; (b) Quod unus sit Christus (CPG 5228): PG 75, 1277C: Durand, SC 
97, 348-9: Christ receives the anointing; (c) ibid.: PG 75, 1320C = SC 97, 43~1; (d) Isaiah 
commentary (CPG 5203) on Is 11,2: PG 70, 313BC: Christ as a human being receives the gifts 
of the spirit of wisdom, not for himself, but for us; (e) Scholia de incam. unigen. (CPG 5225), 
c.5: PG 75, 1374BC: ACO I, 5, p. 187,1-10: the Word which is perfect in everything has 
:tppropriated human need (indigentia): (f) Comm. in Mt (CPG 5206): PG 72, 444--5: ignorance 
of the day of judgement: Cyril concedes that Christ perhaps also appropriated this, which in 
a natural way he had in his human nature (or must have been able to have had). 

224. OLA 56, p. 49,254--257: PG 72, 444. 
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tion. 225 By virtue of this 'ignorance de iure' the Emmanuel could say 
that he does not know the day of judgement, although he knew it by 
virtue of his divine knowledge. 226 

Because he, however, was not purely a simple human being like us - although a human 
being like us, he remained what he was, God - so we do not say that he - not even 
in his humanity - was robbed of these things: for his anima.ted flesh received through its 
union with the Logos aU divine holiness, efficacy (cjjlcaclllllem) and also wisdom and 

•• 227 ommsClence. 

Theodosius thus decides for Cyril's solution, that in Christ there 
existed only an ignorance of his humanity de iure: 

The 'Father' (Cyril) shows clearly that the Emmanuel did not have ignorance in reality, not 
even according to his humanity; only through appropriation did he hide himself in accordance 
with the economy of salvation ... 228 

That Cyril in reality does not recognize an ignorant Emmanuel, he 
states more certainly than any other, when he says in the second book 
of his Thesaurus: 

Christ acts in accordance with the economy of salvation (ollwvoJ,lei), when he says that 
he does not know the hour, although in reality he does.229 

From scripture and the Fathers Theodosius wants to prove that Christ, 
according to all three types of appropriation (here we jire highlighting 
only the second), appropriated our being and lot. In this way he believes 
he has mastered the question of Christ's humiliation in all its aspects, 
particularly in relation to the honourable and dishonour able passions and 
the passions that are worthy or unworthy of God (sins): Christ suffers 
natural things, because he is in essence a human being; he suffers need, 
as this pertains to nature; from the outside he also appropriates our sin, 
by becoming the head of a sinful body (thus not from inside through 
his own sin) . 

For the problem of Christ's knowledge Theodosius takes over a 
method used by the Cyrillians/Severans to solve the question of one 
nature or two natures. As the Severans want to distinguish the two 
natures only in theoria, so too the assumption of human ignorance is only 

225. Cf. ibid., p.50,311-313: Quemadmodum enim conveniebal naturae humanae el eius rationi 
subsklnliali et rationali, in inopia omnium illorum erat etiam Emmanuel. 

226. Ibid., p. 50,313-314: Itkoque non mentiebatur quando ut homo humiliabat seipsum in ignoran. 
tiam futurorum. 

227. Ibid., pp.50,314-51,319. 
228. Ibid. 
229. Cyril Alex., Thesaurus (CPG 5215): PG 75, 3770. 
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in theoria, even if according to a clear entitlement: Christ, viewed in the 
state of separation, has in his humanity true not-knowing. In the status 
of the union Theodosius, with reference to the Fathers, does not allow 
real ignorance. As the separation of divinity and humanity in Christ 
exists only in theoria, so too does the assumption of ignorance. For this 
reason the Fathers too concede no real ignorance: 

... Agree therefore with the holy Fathers that the rational soul (of Christ) ... through 
the union [with the Word] at the same time received his holiness, divine power, wisdom 
and omniscience.23O 

Theodosius gains a special argument for Christ's omniscience as a 
human being by classifying knowing among the activitates, that is, the 
energeiai. Then, however, it is true for him that in Christ there is only 
one physis, one hypostasis, one activity, that is, the fundamental Severan 
thesis for the one Christ. His concluding judgement shows that he is 
just reproducing Severus: 

With regard to the activity - for knowledge is au activity and not l.es~ the foreknowledge 
of the future - the holy Fathers luve banded on to us that there is only tllis one (mugtia), 
n~Dldy the divine, in the composite Gbrist. I t is not in accordance with tradition to my 
that he [Christ) acts in the on.e and does not aCl in the other [N.B. against Leo]. knows 
(in th~ one and) does not know in the other. For we must confess either (1) that there is 
both in his humanity and in his divinity a knowledge [proper to each] - which is foolish 
and ungodly, or (2) that there is only one divine knowledge - which is true, correct and 
has been said by the holy Fathers about the Emmanuel. For this reason no ignorance at all 
remains in him.231 

Christ's knowledge thus has a special position. It is classified as 
'activity', as energeia, and is distinguished from the nuOI1 , the passions. 
In the domain of the energeia there is for Theodosius not in alio et in 
alio in Christ. 232 Everything is concentrated in the Logos and proceeds 
from him. Although Theodosius speaks only of Christ's knowledge, the 
willing of Christ also belongs naturally to the one energeia. To the 'one 
knowledge' there corresponds necessarily the 'one tltelesis'. 233 There is 

230. OLA 56, p.54,447-451. Theodosius attempts to collect all opposing statements from 
individual Fathers. A text from Gregory Naz., Dr. II de Filio: PG 36 124A, which he quotes, 
cannot be substantiated here. 

231. OLA 56, p. 55,479-487. 
232. Ibid., pp. 55,497-56,503: Relate autem ad activitatem divillam nequaquam (possumus dicere 

'in alio et in alio,. Non enim idem sapiens est et non sapiellS, potellS et impotellS, bonus et non bonus, 
vita et non vita, gratia et non gratia, veriloj et 11011 veri/as - dicit enim de eo, ut dixi: 'Plenus gratia 
et ventate' On 1,14) - nisi quis haec Ollll/;a dicere vull de eo ratione differenti humanitatis sicut enim 
de nobis, separatim cOIISiderallS ea I!X qUibl1S compositu' "51 Christus. 

233. Which is intimated by talk of potellS = omnipotent. 
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no room for human freedom, for that would once again be Nestorian 
separation. 

Theodosius applies to the domain of the energeia precisely Cyril's and 
Severus' linguistic rules with regard to physis: as one can speak of two 
natures before the union in theoria, and after the union, however, only 
of one, so too this holds true with regard to Christ's knowledge.234 It 
is only in theoria that I may speak simultaneously of Christ's omniscience 
and ignorance, as long as I consider the natures in themselves. 

But when you still say, after thinking of the union, that God the Logos knows the future, 
but that the rational, intellectual soul which is consubstantial with us and united to him 
does not perceive it, how do they escape the danger of division and separation? How do 
they avoid saying that there are two sons and two natures?Z35 

The one divine light of omniscience and God's infinite knowledge 
thus flows into Christ's human soul with the henosis, and allows no 
shadows of the human limitations of knowledge to return to it. This 
consideration from above is so determined that the human spiritual 
faculties are not even considered as the organs for executing the divine 
omniscience. To speak as well of one will in Christ (namely the divine) 
suggests itself. If this were the case, however, the principle of Christ's 
redemptive obedience as a human being would be radically placed in 
jeopardy, even though Theodosius still stresses so often that Christ has 
a ntional soul. All of its possible functions are performed by the Logos. 
It is for this reason that in 540 monoenergism, as it will be discussed 
in the seventh century, is already present in all its rigour and is defended 
expressly.236 There is no longer talk of the involvement of the human 
intellectual faculties . 

According to Theodosius the actiotles or activitates have to be 
distinguished from the passiones naturales. Here he is forced to bring into 
play the divine and the human natures, each in its own way. 

234. When for the question of the distinction of a twofold manner of knowing in Christ 
Theodosius refers to the well-known 'mental or theoretical distinction' in Cyril, he probably 
has in mind the Ep. ad SucctllSll ll1 H: Ep. 46. PG 77, 245A. This purely mental distinction in 
Cyril, however. concerns only the 'two natures', not the two ways of knowing. The application 
to Christ's knowledge does not occur here. 

235. OLA 56, p.56.515-519. 
236. In the fragmentary text of the Tomus ad Theodoram one cannot discern whether Christ's 

human faculty of knowing is Hill used as organon and 'co-moved'. This obscurity continUe5 to 
exist in all the Severan authors with the exception of John Philoponus of Alexandria (sec jaC"r 
11/4, 129-31 (T. Hainthaler)). 
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But in relation to the natural passions (pass;ones nalurales) it Is permissible to speak of 'in 
one - in the other'; one and the same is mortal in the humanity and immortal in the divinity; 
the same is passible in the humanlty and impa$sible in the divinity. 237 

To these passiones, which are conceivable only in Christ's humanity 
as an executive organ, belong hunger, growth, loathing. The divinity 
is free of these. That means an extraordinarily great deal for the picture 
of Christ and the interpretation of his redemptive action. In this picture 
Theodosius cannot grant to Christ's human, intellectual faculties an 
active role, but only a passive, purely instrumental one. All energeia and 
dynamis in Christ are from the divine side of Jesus and flow from above 
down below. In this way the 'unmingled and undivided' of christology 
in general, even of the non-Chalcedonian type, is endangered and glossed 
over. In this picture of Christ the divine activity is almost as powerful 
as in Apollinarianism, even if the human soul is always stressed. 

(e) Ps. Caesarius, Erotapokriseis and the idea of Christ's knowledge 
It is only now that the preconditions have been established for question­
ing a contemporary of the patriarchs Theodosius and Anthimus 
about his idea of Christ's knowledge. This is Ps. Caesarius and his 
Erotapokriseis, which, according to its editor and researcher, R. 
Riedinger, is to be dated shortly before 550.238 In order to guarantee a 
higher authority for the work, the compiler, whose mother tongue was 
not Greek, put it under the name of Gregory Nazianzen's brother, 
Caesarius (d. 368/369). Of course, the consequence of this was that in 
particular the authors of the third and fourth century had to be exploited 
for questions of the sixth century, were the forgery not to be detected 
immediately. 

One of those topical questions from the sixth century which had to 
be embedded in the older forms of presentation was the problem of 

237. OLA 56, p. 55,493-495. 
238. PseuJo-Kaisllrios, Die Erotapokriseis. Emmals vollstand;g herausgegeben von R. R.iedinger 

(Berlin, 1989). For an induction into this work we refer the reader to the introduction, 
pp. VII-Xl, and in addition to the bibliography, xu-xrv. As the most important preliminary 
study, see idem. Pselldo-Kalsarios. Obtrliefcnmgsgesclric/rre lind Verfassufragc (Munich. 1969). The 
ErolapokrireiJ of Ps. Caesarius are signmca11t bcca\1 $e 'they paraphrase extant and lost writings 
of the Fathers from Clement of Alexandria (around 190) to Produ! of Constantinople (435-436) . 
Thus they enable one to check the original transmission of these texts. and in other cases even 
to reconstruct lost writings . . . The Erotapokrisels . . . were composed with great probability 
by 3 prot€ge of Bmpress Theodora (died 548), who could use the rich library of the Sleepless 
Monks for his parnphrases': R. Riedinger, art. 'Akoimeten', in TRE 2, 151-2. How Ps. 
Caesarius stands with regard to Theodora will no doubt have to be stated more precisely (see 
below). 



THE STRUGGLE FOR THE SEVERANS 375 

Christ's knowledge, which occurs in our context. We can already sur­
mise that here the Arians and their opponents had to emerge as the major 
combatants, although it is patent that it is the Agnoetic dispute of the 
sixth century which is under discussion. This does not exclude the fact 
that the fundamental trinitarian dogma is still stressed strongly. But this 
occurs in such a way that one can recognize that the first and second 
phases of the Arian conflict are over, and that there exists agreement 
about the eternity and truth of Christ's divine sonship, the homoousios, 
and about the main trinitarian formula of one physis and three hypostases 
( = prosopa). 239 There also exists agreement about the fact that the 
incarnation which is ascribed to the Logos means no increase or change 
to the Trinity (Q.12). This Trishagion (Q.13) too does not signify a 
problem for the unity of the godhead; because it is sung in the singular 
(hagios ... ) and not in the plural (11agioi) by the angels, it does not express 
any polytheism.240 

The knowledge of Christ 
With Question 15 the theme of Christ's knowledge is introduced.:z.41 
The ignorance of the day and hour of the consummation (Mt 24,36) is 
indeed one of the major themes since the discussion with the Arians. 
The point of the question is not clearly seen at the beginning: in 
Question and Answer 15 everything is related to the inner-divine relation 
of Father, Son and Spirit, and the community of gnosis is stressed (with 
reference to In 17,10, that is, the whole community of goods between 
Father and Son, which is understood in the trinitarian sense) 
(Q.15,12-15). 

Q. 16 poses the insistent question, however, that if everything is common between F~thcr and 
Son, even knowledge. then does the commonality also encompass knowledge of ~he Father's 
will? 'Cacsarius' is evasive in the counter-question: what is greater - 'day' or 'hour', or the 
'Father'? The answer is self-evident and the conclusion unambiguous: whoever knows the greater 
cannot be subjected to ignorance with regard to the lesser (Q. 17). Ps. Caesarius thus does not 
distinguish between the inner-divine knowledge of Father and Son, and the knowledge of the 
Father (or of the day of judgement) by Jesus as a human being. 

The Question-Answer 18 on the solution of the well-known difficulty 

239. This is particrularly expressed in Questions 10-U: ed. Riedinger, 17-18. 
240. P,. Caesariu$ also fights against Sabellianism (Q. 10) and emphasizes the persons very 

strongly by tbe statement that there are three prosop<J and three II),posraseis, linking both terms 
in an emphatic m3lmc[: II)'pOSIQsis Improsopos and pro.lopon fllhypOSlillOII. The word en},ypostatos is 
frequent in Ps. Caesarius . but always has the old meaning of real, actual. See tbe index in 
Riedinger with nine occurrences. 

241. Erotap. 15: Riedinger, 20. 
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'the Father is greater than I' (In 14,28) also remains in the intra­
trinitarian domain. The Father differs from the Son only by being the 
Father. Everything else is included in the unity of e~sence . The incorpora­
tion of Christ's humanity does not occur. 

In reply to Question 20. once again the 'ignorance of the day of judge­
ment' is broached in order to fulfil a promise made earlier to give a more 
detailed explanation.2~z Once more at the beginning only the intra­
trinitarian equality of Father and Son is solidly introduced as an argument 
against the Son's ignorance of the day of judgement, but then with John 
1,14 the Incarnate One is described as incarnate Logos and as speaker 
of the words of Matthew 24,36.2~3 In the whole section the divinity 
and the equality with God of the Incarnate One is stressed so strongly 
that only one conclusion remains possible: the ignorance of the day of 
judgement is conceived as a statement about Christ that is meant 
'economically' or 'intellectually' (allegorically) (tJ1CBP OiKOVO/.lIKW<; 
Kai vo,,-rw<; CPt1CTlv).Z« In reality, in the Son as Logos there is the same 
knowledge as in the Father. 

The following sentence seems to offer hope for a more adequate solu­
tion that does justice to the incarnation: 'there are two knowledges; we 
are taught namely by the scriptures about a twofold knowledge, one 
according to the energeia [ activity], the other according to seeing'. 245 
However, it is only after a digression that one discovers that by this is 
meant the reciprocal knowledge before and after sexual union and even 
this union itself;246 this is iUustrated by Adam and Eve and other 
biblical persons. The application to Christ is intended to follow from 
a distinction which has only the number two in common with the 
biblical example: the Son knows the day and the hour very well, because 
he indicates their omens and terrors, a:nd through his description of the 
characteristics he manifests his divine knowledge; but he does not want 
to answer the corresponding question in more detail, but by stressing 

242. Erolap. 20: Riedinger, pp.22,1-24,70, where Epiphmius, AtICOralllS: Holl, 
pp.27,14-30,23, is paraphrased. cr. I{. Riedinger, PS~lIdo·Ktti.sarios (1969), 285-6. 

243. In Ps. Caesarius it i~ striking that the term PPOTOt; for a human beillg (see Riedinger , 
index verbum",), and in addition the birch from Mary is depicted as 88avopllcit rcPOtA8I)UU; 
Q.20,23). We $hall later di.5cus~ his relation to Ps. Dionysius the Areopagite. 

244. EfOl4p. 20: Riedinger, p. 22,25-26. 
245 . .Era/op. 20; Riedinger, p. 23,32-33; Jvo Jt yVaJuel~, JlTTitv Kai elJ'Iu/v uno T~<; Befar; 

'Ypa<l>~r; naJJ81J6JJ8fJa, uTV tl~V KaT' tvtpY8lav, TitV Jt KaT' t'JlpIV. Here Ps. Caesarius transcribes 
the Ancora/IIS of Epiphanius: Epiphanius, Ancor. 20, 1-10: Holl, 28-9. 

246. Erotap. 20: Riedinger, pp. 23,48-24,62. Here Epiphanius, Ancor.: Holl, p. 29,4-8,13-19, 
is paraphrased. 
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his ignorance wants to exhort the believers to prepare for this hour. 247 

Any ignorance, be it only that of a day or of an hour, is categorically 
denied for the creator of the aeons, in whom are all the treasures of 
knowledge (Col 2,3). 

Nevertheless there is in God a distinction in the knowledge between 
Father and Son which corresponds to the twofold knowledge previously 
developed: an, as it were, theoretical knowledge of God about the judge­
ment (which the Son also has) and the corresponding praxis, that is, the 
carrying out of the judgement. This 'practical knowledge of the judge­
ment' is thus also for the Son of Man not yet reality; it will become 
so on the day when he comes again. 248 To this extent there is still an 
'experience' which is yet to come. 

Refutation of the Agnoetai 
Perhaps for the first time in the sixth century we encounter the term 
Agnoetai in Question 30 to Ps. Caesarius. 

Sufficiently instructed about our previous questions, we request still further the statements 
(phonas) of the Agnoetai to be refuted; they say namely that the Redeemer does not know 
the tomb of Lazarus, also does not know about the woman with the flow of blood who 
seizes the hem (of his garment), and that he was not at all perfect God, for he made advances 
and increased in wisdom and age as the Gospel says (Lk 2,52; 2,40).249 

One does not need to be surprised by the emergence of the name 
Agnoetai, for shortly after 536 there occurred in Constantinople the break 
between Patriarch Theodosius and Themistius, and the formation of a 
group ('sect') around the deacon began quickly. That it soon received 
the name Agnoetai is only natural and could have been arrived at in the 
monastery of the Sleepless Monks, where we supposedly find the com­
piler of the Erotapokriseis at work in these years. What Ps. Caesarius 
offers as an answer/so however, reveals no contact with the type of 
approach which Theodosius and Anthimus attempted to the problem of 
Christ's knowledge. 2S1 With regard to the examples of Jesus' ignorance 
adduced in Question 30, he takes refuge in their classification under 
'economical speech', that is, it belongs to the free incamational adapta­
tion of Jesus to our manner of limitation. Thus in Matthew 16,13 or 

247. Here the model is Isidore of Pelus., Ep. I, 117. 
248. Erotap. 21: Riedinger, p.24,1-14. Cf. Epiphanius, Amor.: Holl, p.30,1-5,14-15. 
249. Erotap. 30: Riedinger, p.30,1-5. 
250. Erotap. 30: Riedinger, 31-2. 
251. This could be an indication that Ps. Caesarius did not belong to the inner circle of 

Theodora's proteges and is not to be reckoned as a real Severan. He is not initiated into 
Theodora's 'secrets'. 
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Luke 2,52.40 no demonstration of real agnoia is produced (p.31,10); 
rather the equality of the Son with the Father is proven by the scriptures 
On 11,34). God's questions to the fallen Adam and to Cain (where is 
your brother Abel?) and the questions of Jesus in Bethany are not an 
objection to the knowledge of God and of Jesus. These cases do not attest 
to an agnoia, but only an oikonomia of God and of Jesus in intercourse 
with human beings,252 that is, the tailoring of God's knowledge to our 
capacity to understand. 

How Ps. Caesarius conceives the communication of the fullness of 
God's knowledge to the human spirit, he does not say. Nevertheless he 
belongs to the theologians who grant to Christ's soul a function of its 
own, and explicitly reject the substitution of the human spirit by the 
'Logos', understood in an Arian or Apollinarian way.253 Christ's human 
soul is necessary as the receptacle of the psychic and psychosomatic sor­
rowful experiences, which the Arians only all too happily wish to ascribe 
to the Logos principle as such, in order to show it as created.254 In 
fact, in Questions and Answers 23-29 Ps. Caesarius lists numerous 
psychosomatic activities of Christ which are intended to underpin the 
reply to the Arians: hunger and thirst, spiritual anguish, bodily sweating 
caused by anxiety, growth and development. But the compiler is 
immediately at pains to exclude particularly 'unholy wickedness', the 
opposite of sinlessness (p. 29,7), and agnoia, ignorance (p. 31,10), and to 
explain the help of the angel after the temptation in the desert (p.30) 
and the consolation after the anxiety on the Mount of Olives (p. 29) as 
not being real need. The taking over of all these passions is explained 
explicitly as the assumption of dt5ufp).rrra naO", as morally unques­
tionable weaknesses (Q. -A. 24, p.27), in order to refute the Mani­
chaeans. Hence we also observe from Ps. Caesarius' statements that the 
Agnoetic question was acute in Constantinople between 536 and 550. 
Nevertheless his manner of approaching the problem, fearful as he is of 
yielding too much to the 'humanity', is still different from that of 
Theodosius and Anthimus. He does not speak of the mia energeia, the 
one flow of activity, which is present in the picture the two deposed 
patriarchs had of Christ. For this reason we cannot regard Ps. Caesarius 
simply as a Severan. In him we encounter none of the main formulas 
of Severus or Theodosius, neither the mia physis nor the mia energeia. 

252. ErollJp. 31: Riedinger, p. 33,S, in general p. 33,4-23. 
253. Cf. especially the Questions 25-29: Riedinger, 27-30. 
254. Cf. ErollJp. 28: Riedinger, 28 with reference to Epiphanius, An,or.: Holl, p.45,l4-26. 
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He is rather a 'late-Henoticist', who avoids both the mia-physis formula 
as well as the dyo-physeis formula. 255 

How seductive Theodosius' view was will be evident at the end of 
the sixth century in the theology of Eulogius of Alexandria (581-608). 
This patriarch seems to be immediately dependent on the Tomus of 
Theodosius to Theodora. We shall refer to this briefly. 

(f) Christ's ignorance in Patriarch Eulogius of Alexandria (580-607) 
Although Eulogius is a Chalcedonian, albeit with a neo-Chalcedonian 
tint ,256 he takes over extensively the teaching and arguments of 
Theodosius. 257 In an important argument the two theologians are alike: 
like Theodosius, Eulogius of Alexandria too takes refuge in the purely 
intellectual consideration of the different states of Christ's human 
nature, of the real status unionis in contrast to the only mental status 
separationis . 258 

Whoever ascribes ignorance either to his divinity or to his humanity will never escape the 
crime of certain recklessness. If, as the blessed Cyril teaches, we separate fact from fact in 
subtle thoughts (ennoia.) or in the imagination of the spirit according to the art of theoria, 
then we see the characteristics of each of the two natures, as they are in themselves ... 
The sign that is proper to the simple and pure humanity is ignorance. In this regard ignorance 
can be ascribed to Christ's humanity, considered as simple and pure human nature. 

When Eulogius refers here to Cyril. without aclducjng evidence,259 
he has probably copied Theodosius, who indeed with reference to Cyril 
speaks of Christ's two knowledges 'in thought', but probably means by 
this only a passage from the second letter to Succensus about the 'mental 
distinction' of the two 'natures'. The writings of Theodosius were 

255. Typical in this regard is the apokrisis to Question 35: R.iedinger, p. 35,24-26: 'on account 
of the indivisible and inseparable union of the Logos and the flesh and of the olle hypostasis, which 
should IlOt be takeD apart by any reflection or thought'. Scverus would not have neglected to 
mention as well here the m/a phys/s and the /Ilia t11trgeia. There seems to be a greater affillity 
to P,. DionYlius ~he Areopagitc, 3S the frequent cxpres,ioll (lJealtdriko$ will show us. 

256. Cf. E. Schulte, op. cil., 124-7; C. Moeller, 'Chalc~donisme et neo-chalcedonisme', in 
elullkeao" I, 690-3; S. Helmer, Der Neuc!/lllJ,wJolJlstHllJ (Bonn, 1962), 236-43. See JdCi.r U/4, 
66-72 (T. Hainthaler). 

257. On his works see CPG 6971-9. We are basing ourselves on Photius, Bibl. cod. 230: 
PG 103, 1080D-1084D; Henry V, 57-60. 

258. Photius, Bibl. cod. 230: PG 103, 1084B. On Cyril's distinction 'in thought' (ev evvo(a,c;) 
see Ep. ad Succem. I: PG 77, 232D-233A; Ep. II: PG 77, 245A. See above n.234. 

259. Which E. Schulte, op. cit., 125, also establishes; see ibid. on the reference to Gregory 
Nazianzen. who is also mentioned by Theodosius. 
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certainly familiar to him, because they were highly esteemed in Alexan­
dria, as Patriarchs Theodore and Damian testify. 260 

Theodosius and Eulogius of Alexandria show us how in the evaluation 
of ignorance in Christ and its rejection Chalcedonians and non­
Chalcedonians can meet. 261 Nevertheless the profound difference in the 
justification cannot be overlooked. Theodosius argues above all on the 
basis of the idea of the one energeia or from a decided rejection of the 
two activities in the sense of Leo I. Eulogius, however, is a determined 
defender of Leo's Tomus. 262 If Eulogius nevertheless accepts Christ's 
omniscience, even with regard to human knowledge, it is because he 
ascribes an immediate significance to the henosis as such, thereby aban­
doning the mia-energeia teaching. 

Christ's humanity too, which has been united to the inaccessible and essential wisdom in 
one hypostasis. cannot be in ignorance about anything either of the present or of the future 
... [cit. In 16,15: everything that the Father has is mine], if they do not want in their 
temerity to ascribe ignorance to the Father himself. 263 

Gregory the Great takes over the teaching of his friend Eulogius, when 
in 600 an enquiry came from the deacon Anatolius,264 and confirms 

260. Damian Alex., Epistula synodica ad lacobum Baradaeum (CPG 7240): Michael Syr., ed. 
Chabot II, 333; Theodore Alex., Epistula synodlea ad Paulum Antloehenum (CPG 7236). Chabot, 
CSCO 103 (V), p.211,17-22. 

261. Eulogius probably also takes over from Theodosius the third mode of appropriation 
described above, which is present in the incarnation: Chriu, as 'head' of the imperfect humanity. 
appropriates its sin and curse: cf. Theodosius, above. p. 370, with Photius. Blbl. cod. 230: 
I>G 103, 1082BC: FlgJlrate dlci/ur i/[,1rI1 pro nobis peccailllll e/ nra/edic/Jlm jac/JIIII essei "IUfJle til 1m fUi/ 
I[uldquarrr [,on"" . Sed vel",; slbl caput vi/Jdlcllt Ell qllat $1111/ rel/qlll corporis, illl Chris/us ell gUde corporis 
SIIII/ sib; lISSigllal. Thus we see how Eulogius too strives to distinguisb vanous ways of 
appropriating the imperfections. cf. the comments on Theodosius' second mode with. PG 103, 
t082C: St-c/ltJal"'J rei /leritll/tlll .•. 

262. Photius, Blb/. cod. 225: PG 103, 940B-949D; Henry rv, 99- 108; d. cod. 226; PG 103, 
949D- 953A; Henry lV, 108- 11. comments which are directed particularly agairut Theodosius. 

263. Eulogius. C. Agnoitas: Photius, Bibl. cod. 230: PG 103, 1081A; Henry V, 57-8. One 
can discern here the Patriarch's affinity with the Chalcedoniao 3phthartics, whom LeoDtius of 
Byzantium combated. They claim the apilihama (incorruptibility) for Christ's body before the 
resurrection purely 00 tllC basis of the I,el/osis. F. Diekamp. A/JllleCl/J PII/ris/Ico = DCA 117, 
154-{)O. produces a loog fragment from a treatise of archbisbop Stephen of Hicrapolis against 
the Aglloelai (CPG 7005). The major part of the writing is lost. The bishop's position is sum­
marized at the end as follows: 'No one mould ascribe ignorance to Christ's divinity in th~ Arian 
manner or to his humanity in the way of Paul [of SnmosataJ or of Nestonus. As one and the 
same according to the person and hypos/as is he has the clear knowledge of this day and of this 
hour (d. Mt 24,36; Mk 13.32) and of his holy Father aDd the life-giving Spirit, with whom 
he blesses, ~3nctifies and enligbtens every human being who comes into this world ... (cf. 
Jo 1,9).' Cf. the following citation from Gregory the Great. 

264. Gregory M., Registrum epistularum (CPL 1714), X, 21 (to Eulogius, from August 600): 
Norberg, CCL 14OA, pp. 852,20-855,111. 



THE STRUGGLE FOR THE SEVERANS 381 

that it stands in agreement with the Latin Fathers, especially with 
Augustine. Many scriptural passages refer in their statement to Christ's 
humanity.265 

Btlt the Only-begotten, who 'became 3 buman being for our sake, knew in the nature of the 
humanity the day and the hour of ,judgement, not on the basis of the human nature, but 'because 
God became a bUJ1llln being, he knows the day and the hour of judgement by virtue of 
his divinity' . U6 

Nevertheless, 'whoever is not a Nestorian can in no way be an 
Agnoetes' .267 For how can one who confesses the incarnate wisdom of 
God himself say that there is something which the wisdom of God does 
not know, or that the Word of God created something which he did 
not know (In 1,1)? For the rest Gregory refers to examples in the Old 
Testament, where there is talk in a human way of God's not knowing 
(Abraham, Gen 22,12; Adam, Gen 3,9; Cain, Gen 4,9-10). 

(g) The attitude of De sectis 
De seetis describes the Agnoetai as Theodosians.268 Themistius is not 
referred to here. It is said that the only thing which separates the 
Agnoetai from the Theodosians is the view of the knowledge of Christ's 
humanity. After the presentation of a dialogue between the tw0 269 the 
author of De seetis formulates his own position. 

Firstly it is said that one should not investigate this question meticulously. Secondly die synod 
( = Chalcedon?) composed no teaching about this. Thirdly all the Fathers were of the opinion 
that Christ did not know.210 which follows from the fact that he was like us in all things. 
Moreover the scriptures also report Christ's learning (Lk 2,52), which implies a 
not-knowing. 211 

265. In Mk 13,32 (neither the Son nor the angels knows the day and the hour) it is the Son 
of Man that is meant, not the Son who is consubstantial with the Father; cf. ibid., p. 853,38-42. 

266. Ibid., pp. 853,53-854,58. 
267. Ibid., p.854,76-77. 
268. Leontius Scho\., De sectis, X, III: PG 86, 1261D. Cf. ibid., V, VI: PG 86, 1232D. 
269. According to whlch the Agnocttll say: 'Because Christ is like us in all things (Kara navra 

..• to/ICeI' ti~iv), he did not know.' As a scriptural proof for this ignorance they cite the well­
known passages: Mk 13,32; J1I 11,34-. The Theodosians say in contrast: Christ said that kot'oikono­
mimi, 60 that the disciples would stop asking questions. After the resurrection he no longer said 
that the Son does not know it. 

270. An apposite statement, which is to be understood against the background of the anti­
Arian discussion. 

271. Leontius Scho\.. De sec/is, X, III: PG 86, 1264AB: 'We say, however, that one must 
not investigate this 50 precisely. For the synod also did not presumptuously compose any teaching 
abou! this. One must only know that many of the Fathers, nearly all, apparently say that he 
did not know. Por if it is said that he is like us in all things and we do not know, it is evident 
that he too did not know. And the scripture too says that he increased in age and wisdom. 
Clearly he learned. therefore he did not know.' 
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It is remarkable that here, after Eulogius, the Agtloetai are in fact 
soberly and clearly justified (the reasoning produced by the Agttoetai is 
almost verbatim the same as De sectis gives for the opinion of the 
Fathers), and Christ's ignorance is declared to be in conformity with the 
Fathers and the scriptures. De secas, however, also abstains from a 
speculative proof. 

Evaluation 
The question about Chrisfs human knowledge, resulting from the 
tension between the Severan and the Julianist interpretation of Christ's 
earthly corporeality, engaged the theologians during several decades of 
the sixth century. During this time the Severan party was in command. 
From the very beginning the way in which the question was posed was 
unsatisfactory and correspondingly so too were the solutions. The 
Chalcedonian asynchytos was almost forgotten in this discussion. Only 
tentatively does the idea emerge that Christ's hwnan spirit needs the 
'revelation in grace and the communication of divine knowledge, even 
if the title for this grants him a special position, namely as 'Son' to have 
every right to the entire 'estate' of the Father. Nevertheless with this 
claim the receiving vessel remains finite. Here too a place for the kenosis 
must remain secured. 

Justinian's letter to Zoilus 
To judge from the lemma with which Justinian's letter is cited at the 
Council of Constantinople (680/681), it is probably the reply to a letter 
of Patriarch Zoilus. Unfortunately it is known and preserved only in this 
fragment. The interest of the Council concerned, however, the teaching 
of the two activities in Christ. It is precisely to this theme that the 
selected text is geared. It proclaims unreservedly Leo I's teaching of 
Christ's twofold manner of action, corresponding to the utraque forma. 
In this way Justinian's letter sketches in fact a completely different pic­
ture of Christ from that of Theodosius. who was writing at the same 
time and also in Constantinople. a72 Justinian's document does not give 
the impression that he already know ab ut the Patriarch's TOtmiS to 
Theodora. Nevertheless the Emperor evidently assumes that there were 
discussions about the mia energeia also in Alexandria. 

The Emperor establishes his thesis of the twofold activity in Christ 

272. We follow the text in Amelotti-Migliardi Zingale. Serilti teologici. 58-61; Greek in Mansi 
Xl. 429-32; Latin according to]. Merlin. Concilia generalia II (Paris. 1524). here: 59-61; another 
Latin translation according to Hardouin Ill: ibid., 62-3; d. Mansi Xl, 819-20. 
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straightforwardly from Cyril, in the same way that Theodosius 
establishes his conception. The first citation is from Cyril's Thesaurus,27J 
in which is emphasized the natural distinction between divine and 
creaturely action, without direct reference to the divine-human activity 
of Christ. A second Cyrillian text from the Treatise on right faith to 
Emperor Theodosius leads closer to the mono-dyo-energetic problem, 
indeed even to the psychology of Christ. The significance of this text 
lies in the emphasis on the human, intellectual-psychological activity.274 

The whole Word which is from God was united to the entire human nature, as it is in 
us. For he has not left unconsidered the better in us, the soul, and not only devoted the 
efforts of his coming to the flesh. For he has used both his own flesh as instrument (organon) 
for the works of the flesh and for the natural weaknesses which have nothing to do with 
sin, and also the soul (to experience) the human, blo.meless infirmities. Indeed after a long 
walk he hungered and he endured (ear, sadne,!ls, dread of death, and death on the cross. No 
one forced him to do this; of his own accord he surrendered his own life for us, in order 
to reign over the living and the dead; the flesh as ransom for the flesh of all, truly a worthy 
gift; the soul for the souls of all as ransom (antilytron) for all ... 

We have here one of the few places in which there is also talk of the 
spiritual soul as an organon. N evertbeless we are still far removed from 
the problem of Christ's knowledge, as Theodosius treated it. Still it is 
of significance that Justinian clearly presents by way of summary the 
teaching of Christ's twofold manner of action, once again with Cyril. 

It is human passion to die; divine activity to become living again; he shows what is discernible 
from each: that which he is with us and at the same time that which he is beyond us 
as God. 275 

A clear confession of Chalcedonian teaching follows as conclusion: 

You see how the venerable Father [Cyril] has passed on the [teaching of the] activities 
of the two natures in the one hypostasis or the one person of Christ, our God. 276 

Summary 

On the basis of the reputation which Justinian enjoys in the more recent 
writing on the history of doctrine, the impression made by the imperial 
documents which we have just analysed is surprising: they contain a 
pure, strict-Chalcedonian christology, a christology orientated on Leo I. 
Evidently the Emperor drew hope &om the 'conversions' which he 

273. Cyril Alex., Thesaurus (CPG 5215), ass. 32: PG 75, 453BC; ACO II, 5, p. 147,27-29. 
274. Cyril Alex., Or. ad Theodos. imp. de recta fuJe (CPG 5218), 21: PG 76, 1164AB; ACO 

I, 1, 1, p.55,l4-24. 
275. Ibid., 43: PG 76, 1200A; ACO I, 1, 1, p. 72,3-5. 
276. Amelotti-Migliardi Zingale, Seritti teologici, p.60, 13-14. 
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believed he could ascertain in Alexandria to be able to restore unity of 
faith along this line. His real goal, which he hoped to achieve in his 
efforts to win the Severans between 532 and 536 and in the two letters 
addressed to Alexandria, was always the unity of teaching, the true 
guarantee of the welfare of his reign. On the basis of this intention, in 
which his whole consciousness of responsibility peaked, is the conclusion 
of his dogmatic constitution of 536 to be understood, which is considered 
to be one of the most powerful texts of Byzantine influence on Christian 
teaching. The unity of faith should be restored by command. 

Commanded unity 

We forbid, however, all who attempt to rend asunder the catholic Church of God 
whether it be according to the teaching of the heretical Nestorius, 
or according to the tradition of the senseless Eutyches, 
or according to the blasphemy of Severus, 
who thought similar things to them, 
or their followers 

to bring sedition into the holy churches and to say anything 3bout ~e faith. Rather we 
ordain ~ll tllf t [named] to remain silent, not to ~U1nmon gatherings around thc:m, to reeeI\'.: 
no proselytes (accetitJ/(ts) . and not to darc to baptize unlawfully lJmrabapdzare). or to defile 
holy communion and to give it to others (of like mind) or to expand the forbidden te.1ChingS. 
Whoever docs this cither here in this imperial oity Ot in another lays himself open to all 
danger [penaltyJ. We also forbid everybody to receive these [named) ... 271 

277. Justinian emp., Constitutio contra Anthimum, Severnm, Petrum et Zooram: Amelotti­
Migliardi Zingale. Scritti te%gid II. p. 52.23-32 (Greek); p. 53,21-29 (Latin). 



CHAPTER THREE 

THE TWOFOLD CONDEMNA TION OF THE ORIGENISTS 

I. EMPEROR JUSTINIAN'S DECREE AGAINST THE ORIGENISTS 

FROM THE YEAR 543 

While the theopaschite formula 'one of the Trinity was crucified' was 
still being fought about and the struggle to win over or to defend the 
Severans was in progress, in Palestine a new chance was presenting itself 
for imperial intervention in theological controversies. These controver­
sies have passed into history under the name 'Origenist disputes of the 
sixth century'. 278 At first Constantinople remained untouched by these, 
but then became the place where the decisive battles were fought. This 
is thus a fresh instance of the removal of doctrinal discussions from the 
province or the other patriarchates into the capital and into the Emperor's 
palace. 

Let us recall (1) the prehistory (cf. Scythian and Palestinian monks) of the theopaschite question 
and its conclusion in the imperial city with the participation of the Pope; (2) the negotiations 
with the Alexandrian and Syrian Severans in the years 532-536 and their condemnation at the 
Synod of 536, and the subsequent imperial documents; (3) the transfer of the discussion about 
Christ's knowledge or ignorance from Alexandria (cf. Themistius) to Byzantium ~s the result 
of the removal of Patriarch Theodosius to Derkos near Constantinople at imperial decree. 
The most impomnt document on thU issue, which has only just been made accessible by 
A. Van Rocy, was written under the protection of Empress Theodora. 279 Also in nil its 
phases the prehistory of the Origenist controversies under Justinian had taken place away from 
Constantinople. 28O Only with the so-called 'Synod of the Oak of 403' in the second Origenist 
dispute (cf. Patriarch Theophilus of Alexandria) were St John ChTysostom and Constantinople 
drawn very painfully into the affair.28 I During his sojourn in the capital the Alexandrian 
Patriarch wrote a Jetter against the Origellists (110; ta OrigelrollS phro1,ollmes) in order to justify 
his action against the four 'Tall Brothers' and their defender, John Chrysostom. Nine fragments 

278, Cf. P. Diekamp, Die orlgellisliscirell Slrtillgkeitert 1m sechsle/t jallrltulldetl IIlId das jatif/e 
allgemeint amel/ (Miluster, 1899), §§ 4-6, 32-66; L. Duchesne, L'Eglis( all VI" sl~c1e 
(Paris, 1925), 156- 218; E. Schwartz, 'Zur Kirchenpolitik Jusonlans' (1940), ill Gesammeite 
Sd,rlJtell IV, 276- 320; E. Stein, His/o;re du Bas.Empirt II, 392- 5, 654-83: A. GuilJaumont, Les. 
'Kep/,aiala Gllost/ca' il'Evagre Ie POJlt{qlle el /'histolrt de /'origenisme c1l1z Its Grw er chez /es. 
Syriell5 = PatSorb 5 (Paris, 1962), 124-70. 

279. See Theodos. Alex., TomllS ad Theodoram aug. (CPG 7133): A. Van Roey-P. Allen, 
Monophysite TexIS of the Sixth Century = OLA 56, pp. 42-56. 

280. See the overview in H. Crouzel, art. 'Origenes', in LThK 7 (1962), IV: Origenist. 
Streitigkeiten, col. 1233-5. On the first Origenist dispute (Methodius of Olympus, Peter I of 
Alexandria, Eustathius of Antioch), see J. F. Dechow, 'Origen's "Heresy": Prom Eustathius to 
Epiphanius', in Origeniana Quarta (Innsbruck, 1987), 405-9. 

281. Cf. A. Biglmair, art. 'Eichensynode', in LThK 3 (1959), 722. 
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from that letter are preserved in an anti-Origenist florilegium of the second quarter of the sixth 
century.282 The eighth fragment is devoted to the idea of the spherical fonn of the resurrected 
body. which we stilll»ve to discuss. However. even after the activities of Patriarch Thcophilus 
tbere were still Origenbts in Egypt. as the Egyptian ,hom in the middle of the fifth century 
will show us. Prom the struggle there with Gnostic, Manichaean and Origeni5t circles of monk$ 
and clerics wbich took place away from Alexandria, we can only assume that no n~s of this 
reached the imperial city,283 although imperial officials on the Nile were involved in it. 

The decisive impulse to involve the imperial authority in the Origenist 
turmoil came from Palestine - a century after the cessation of the battles 
in the Upper Egyptian countryside, which had presumably remained 
hidden from the imperial court. 

Emperor Justinian was drawn into the Origenist affair and made the 
main player by two groups: from the Origenist side as well as from the 
anti-Origenist side. 

1. Origenists in Constantinople 

As we have already shown, the theme 'Origenism' became acute with 
the appearance of the monk father Sabas in the capital in the years 
530--532. The Vita Sabae reports that the monk father discovered that 
among his companions Leontius of Byzantium was an Origenist, and 
as a result of this separated himself from him and left him behind in 
Constantinople.284 We do not need to return to the discussion about 
the peculiarity of Leontius' Origenism.285 A. Le Boulluec speaks of an 
'origenisme politique', a formula which on the one hand places Leontius 
among the pro-Origenist actors, but on the other does not make him 
a real representative of Origenist theses and doctrines. According to 
E. Schwartz, Leontius (after the separation from the archimandrite Sabas) 
quickly arranged 'to act as the apocrisiarius of the monks in Jerusalem 
and the ep'lJ.lOC; at the court'. 286 His presence in Constantinople and his 

282. It is found in the Cod. Athous Vatopedinus 236 (12th century). The fragments of 
Theophilus are edited by M. Richard, 'Nouveaux Fragments de Theopbile d'Alexandrie', in 
NAWG.PH 1975, 57-65 = Op. Min. II, no. 39; the fragments 3-11, pp.61-5. 

283. Cf. A. GrilImcier, 'La "Peste d'Origene". Soucis du patriarche d'Alexandrie dus a 
l'apparition d'orig~nistes en Haute Egypte (444-451)" in AAEEANtiPINA, Mil. C. Mondlsert 
(Paris, 1987), 221-37. 

284. Cyril Scyth., Vita Sabae 73,74: Schwartz, pp. 176,10--20; 179,8-10; Festugiere I11/2, 
pp.105,10--20; 109,9-11. 

285. See above, pp. 188-9. The discussion concerns principally the thesis ofD. B. Evans, Leon­
tius of Byz,mlium. An Origenist Christology. 

286. See the infonnation in E. Schwartz, Kyrillos von Sky tho polis (1939), 388-92. 'Whoever 
had bestowed on him [Leontius 1 the function of an apocrislarius or r01wr11P11rtfr; cannot be 
deduced from the passages cited; there hardly remains any conjecture left other than that the 
Emperor himself did it' (390--1). 
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participation in the doctrinal dialogue (532) and in the Synod (536) are 
already familiar to us. But he is not the leading Palestinian Origenist 
in the imperial city. Among the eighteen monks who participated.in the 
Synod of 536 were the two real leaders of the movement, who also 
remained there after the Synod. namely Domitian, higllmenos of the 
monastery of Martyrius, and the deacon Theodore Askidas from the New 
Lavra. In Consta.ntinople itself these two monks, with the support of 
Leontius. gained in Papas Eusebius (d. 543). the presbyter and cimeliarch 
of the main church of the imperial city. 287 an influential agent at court, 
who in 537 successfully recommended them as archbishops of the 
important metropolitan sees in Ancyra (Domitian) and Caesarea in 
Cappadocia (Theodore Askidas). Both hardly took care of their episcopal 
cities, but rather intrigued assiduously with the Emperor on behalf of 
the Origenists in Palestine. 288 They were able, however; to conceal 
their own dogmatic standpoint from the ruler. 

2. The anti-Origenists and the involvement of the 
Emperor in the new theological dispute 

Given this tactical position, how could the Emperor have taken action 
against Origenism? Would the Emperor have been willing to allow 
himself to be diverted from his plan for reconciliation based on 
christology? 289 Here we Deed to note the following. (1) As will 
emerge, in the new dispute as far as the subject-matter is concerned, there 
is ultimately one decisive theme, the question of the salvation of 
Christians and its solution based on the correct understanding of the 
person of Christ. (2) Also from the tactical point of view the Origenist 
dispute did not signify a diversion from the christo logical theme; it 
became rather a prelude to Justinian's final and decisive christological 
action, namely the Three Chapters dispute and its crowning conclusion, 
the Council of 553. This is linked particularly to the name of Theodore 
Askidas. 

Weare approaching a new phase in the struggle about Chalcedon in 

287. Cf. ibid., 263, Register $. It.; F. Diekamp, Die or/gullistuchell Streiligkellen. 37. 
288. Cyril Scyth .• Vitll Sllbae 83: Schwartz, pp. 188.24-189.9; Pestugi!re rul2, 119. 
289. On the following see F. Carcione, 'La politic:! religiosa di Glustiniano nena Ease iniziale 

della "seconda controve~5ia Origenista" (536- 543). Un nu~vo fallimentare tentativo d'intcgra­
zione tn mono6sismo e calcedoniancsimo alla vigilia della controversill sui Tre Capitoli'. 
StRIO,e, 8 (1985), 3- 18. in discussion with R. Devreesse (who maintained that this dispute 
occwred accidentally) and L. Porrone, op. til .• 203-4 (una rC3zionc 3.1 predominio eccessivo escr­
citato per lungo tempo dal problema cristologico). 
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which, however, the goal should not be lost sight of: to win the Severans 
back to the unity in faith of the Empire. Theodore Askidas steered the 
Emperor's enthusiasm for theological action towards the possibility of 
winning the opponents of Chalcedon for the detested Council by a new 
interpretation of it, but at the same time he distracted the Emperor from 
the Origenists. The game the Emperor became involved in was not 
without its danger. He was ready to concede to the leaders of the 
Origenists a mediating role in the christological dispute,290 for which 
they were highly unsuited. That does not mean, however, that there 
was a 'Chalcedonian Origenism' or that Leontius of Byzantium can be 
shown to be its main actor. 291 

The immediate prehistory of the Origenist turmoil occurred on Syrian 
and Palestinian ground, particularly in the monasteries around Jerusalem 
(and Gaza) , as will be shown.292 It was only through leading anti­
Origenists from the Holy Land that Constantinople became the stage 
of the final battle in the question concerning Origenism. For the course 
of events there are two reports with differing depictions of what 
happened: (a) the report of the deacon Liberatus and (b) the report of 
Cyril of Scythopolis. 

(a) The report of the deacon Liberatus 293 

The main rtlle is played by the Roman deacon and papal apocrisiorius, Pelagius. He appeared in 
Gaza, where on the instructions of the Emperor he had participated in the investigation of the 
affair of the Alexandrian patriarch, Pau!' 294 On the journey there he met anti-Origenist monks 
in Jerusalem. These monks brought to th.e apocrisillrlus ill Gaza a libel/us (indictment) with extracts 
from the writings of Origen, and offered to travel with the deacon to Constantinople io order 
to obtain the condemnation of Origen and the quoted propositions. Thi~ initiative was carried 
out. Pelagius made himself the advocate for the matter with the Emperor. Probably through 
envy of the powerful favourite, Theodore Askidas, Patriarch Menas (536-552) joined him and 
supported the petition to Justinian to condemn Origen and the '''plla which had beeD submitted. 
The Emperor accepted the idea readily (facillime) and immediately ordered the twofold damnation 
which had been suggested.295 On imperial orde~5 it was signed by the patriarchs MelL1S, Zoilus 
of Alexandria, Ephraem of Antioch and Peter of Jerusalem, and finally by Pope Vigiliu$ in Rome. 

290. D. B. Evans, Leontius of Byzantium. An Origenist Christology (Washington D.C., 1970), 
131, succeeded in showing this. 

291. See above n. 285: P. Carcione, ~rl. cit., 7; for a critique of D. B. Evans see the detailed 
reviews of A. de Halleux ill RHE 66 (1971), 977-85; MIlS 84 (1971), 553- 60. 

292. See in jdChr 11/3 (on Palestine). The Origenism which was certainly 31so continuing to 
have an effect in Egypt does no[ seem to have been considered by the Emperor. 

293. Liberatus, Brei'. 23: ACO II,S, 138-40; F. Diekamp, Die orig~lllsl/.s.chell Srrefligkeitltll, 
pp.39,26-40,14. 

294. See above, p. 356. 
295. Liberatus, Brei'.: ACO II, 5, p. 140,7-8: iubentt eo dictata esl in Orlgenem el ilia capitula 

anathematis damnalio. 
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(b) The report of Cyril of Scythopolis 296 

This report contains the following details. 
After the Synod of Gaza, Papas Eusebius made his WRy to Jerusalem. Allegedly he still k.new 

nothing of the Origenist bel"esy, and thus mUlt Srst have been won over by Leolltius of 
Byzantium and persuaded to intercede with the Emperor on behalf of the forty monks who 
had been expelled from the Great LavTa. He compelled the abbot Gelasius either to take the 
forty expelled monks back again, or to banish as well fou.r decided opponents of the Origenists 
from the Lavra. The abbot and his anti-Origenist subordinates chose the second alternlltive and 
discharged Stephen aDd Timothy, opponents of the Origenim, and four other monk.s. However. 
this turned out to the Origenists' disadvantage. Those who were expelled won ovc:r Patriarch 
Ephraern of Antioch for their cause and showed him the already well-known work of Antipater 
of Bostra (CPG 6687). At 1\ syn.od the Patriarch anathematized the Origenist teaching. This had 
severe repercussions on the Origenists of the New 13vra in Palestine and their leader Nonnils. 
They forced the Patriarch of Jerusalem. Peter (524-552), to strike Ephraem's name from the 
diptychs, which again produced great agitation in Jerusalem ana the non-Origenist monastic 
groupings. Patriarch Peter proceededdiplomati~Uy! he asked Sophronills. the abbot of the 
Theodos;us monastery, and Gelnsius, th.c abbot of the Great Lavea, to come to him and requested 
from them tIle text of an indictment (libellus) against the Origeni!ts, with the petition not to 
proceed with the disputed striking of Ephraem's name from the Jerusalem diptychs. The IIbdl"s 
was quickly composed and handed over to the Patriarch. Together with a report of his own 
about the novelties of the Origenish, the Patriarch sent the list of charges to Emperor Justinian. 
The result W3B the ~peria1 edict of 543. 

The two reports (of Liberatus and of Cyril of Scythopolis) are different in many points and 
raise particular questions regarding the course of events: 

(1) Liberatus: immediate return of Pelagius to Constantinople after the Synod of Gaza, 
accompanied by II delegation of monks and the calling in of the Emperor. 

(2) Cyril: between Gaza and the journey of the monb there ale various events: Papas Busehius 
visits Jerusalem; six monks a:re dischal:ged from the Lavra; they repalr to Antioch where a synod 
is held; the ecclesiastical communion between Antioch and Jeruulero is bIoken. 

But now, however, because we have to p13ce (with A. Julicher and E. Stein)297 the Synod 
of Gaza at the beginning of 540, there is sufficient time for the events in Palestine and Antioch 
reported by Cyril. Thus the attempt by F. Diekamp298 to establish a chronology is unnecessary. 

3. The imperial decree 299 of 543 

It was not complicated for the initiative of the Palestinian anti-Origenists 
to acquire a hearing before Emperor Justinian, through the offices of 
the deacon and apocrisiarius Pelagius. not least because of the preparatory 

296. Cyril Scyth., Vila Sabae 85: Schwartz, 191-2; Festugiere, I1I/2, 121-2. 
297. E. Stein, His/oire d,j Bas·E"'plre D, 391-4. 
298. P. Diek.amp, Die on'gellistlsclrell Slrei/igkeitcII, 41--6 recommended the report of Cyril of 

Scythopolis as the sta:rti\'!g-point, and in improving the old dating by A. v. Gutschmid established 
the following: the Synod of Gaza at Easter 542, the Synod of Antioch for the summer of 542, 
the breaking-off of communion between Jerusalem and Antioch as well as the dispatch of the 
anti-Origenist writs to Constantinople in late autumn 542, Justinian's edict in January 543. 

299. Justinian erop .• Ediell4m c. Origflle", (CPG 6880): ACO Ul, 189-214; ~e1otti-Miglillrdi 
Zingale, Serilti /eologlc/. 68-118 (Greek); 69-119 (Latin); this edition forms the basis for our 
comments. 
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work done in Palestine. 300 According to F. Diekamp, the enthusiasm of 
the monks led to one of the 'most important documents of Justinian's 
religious politics', which was 'at the same time a faithful expression 
of the views and convictions dominant among the anti-Origenists' .lD! 
Nevertheless we should not expect too much from this document. The 
reproaches raised against 'Origen' are already hackneyed and allow little 
to be detected immediately of the more profound religious signllcance 
of the controversy, either among the Origenists or among the anti­
Origemsts. Only a more intense study of the background could lead to 
one's sensing the depth and the seriousness of the internal discussion 
of 'Origen' in the monastic circles around Jerusalem and Gaza. This is 
true at least for the edict of 543, which remains caught almost completely 
in the tumultuous Origenist debate before and after 400. Admittedly 
names like Stephen Bar Sudaili from Syria. who emerged in Palestine 
in 540, or like Evagrius and his 'Origenism' which came into view 
in 533, or the crossing of Origenism, Gnosticism, Marcionism and 
Manichaeism in Upper Egypt in the middle of the fifth century, are 
smoke signals witnessing to a smoldering subterranean fire, which 
threatened the ascetical world of the Near East for almost two centuries. 
We shall attempt first of all to gather from the imperial edict the 
themes of the accusations raised against the Origenists and to establish 
their content. Our real task consists in demarcating the peculiarity of 
the Origenism condemned in the decree of 543 within the history 
of doctrine. 

(a) On interpretation or method 
(i) In making a judgement about the reports on the Origenists, the 
heresiological principles of the polemicists concerned must be noted 
(Methodius of Olympus, Jerome, Epiphanius, Theophilus of Alexandria 
for the fourth and fifth centuries; Emperor Justinian and the reports of 
the monks for the sixth century).lD2 

300. This does not mean that Justinian simply took over the libel/us of the monks. 
301. F. Diekamp, 0p. cit., 46. 
302. On the problem of heretic~ in Justinian, one must distinguish between the heresies 

condemned in dlc Coaex Iustlnianus and the impuial theological sources. In comparison to the 
latter, the fonner bear witness to a less assured theological judgement, because no theologians 
participated in the formulation of tIle Cod. 111$1. Cf. on the Coa. I,ISL: A. Berger, 'La concezionc 
di eretico nelle fonti giUStlniancc', in Alii tM/1l Ace. Naz. dd L',lCc,' 352 (Rome, 1955), 353-68. 
Berger treats the difference of the catalogue of heretics in the Cod. TheM. in comparison to the 
Coa. /IIS/. He established dlat in the Cod. 111S1. the concept of heretic was defined independently 
of the Church for tbe·domain of imperial law, for use by state authorities (365). The 'definitions' 
of 'heretics in general' and the individual heresies ill the Cod. 1,/$/. are, according to "Berger, so 
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(ii) The attempt must be made to distinguish between 'Origenian', 
that is, what belongs to the historical Origen, and 'Origenist', that is, 
the extension and further interpretation of approaches offered by the 
historical Origen. 303 

More and more, however, it is being recognized that the 'Origenist' 
problem cannot be explained on the basis of purely patristic sources or 
official imperial documents pertaining to ecclesiastical matters, but 
must also be researched from the viewpoint of the history of religions. 
These investigations are extraordinarily demanding. We shall attempt 
to close to some extent the gaps that exist by giving references to the 
corresponding areas of research.304 

(b) Jus/itlian's picture oj the Origenist },eresy 
At the beginning of the decree of 543 Origen is seen as being in absolute 
opposition to God. As is also customary with other heretics, he has 
mixed with correct teaching some of his otherwise godless writings. 
But this is not his property, but the possession of the holy Church of 
God. 305 The Emperor places the dogmata of Origen beside the 'pagan 
[platonic], Arian and Mallichaean errors'. 306 Such general classifications 

different that one caD hardly understand 'come gli org:mi esecutivi dello Stato potessero liberarsi 
dall'imbarazzo creato da un tale stato di cose' (356). With Biondi, Berger stresses the necessity 
of the collaboration of law-givers and theologians - a collaboration wnjch more or less existed 
for the imperial edicts. 

303. On judging the 'beresy' of OrigeD see H.-J. Vogt, 'Warum wurde Origcnes zum 
Haretlker eikl~rt?', in Orlge"illllll QlUlfta (lnnsbruck, 1987), 78- 99, witb Seminar I: texts for 
tbe main paper (Vogt) 100- 11; witb Semjnar n (J. P. Decbow): 'Tbe Heresy Charges Against 
Origen', ibid. , 112-22. Important material for clarifying the problem 'Origen - Origenists' is 
found in A. Le Boulluec, 'Controvcrses au sujet de la doctrine d'Orig~ne sur j'arne du Christ" 
ibid., 223-37, with further literature; M. Had, 'La preexistence ~s ames dans I'oeuvrc­
d'Origene', Ibill., 238-58; U. Bianchi. 'Origen's Treatment of the Soul aDd the Debate over 
Mctcnsomatofiis', ibid., 270-81; H. Crouzel, 'L'Apocatast3se chez Orig~ne', Ibid., 282-90: G. 
Dorival, 'Origene et la resurrection de la chair', ibid., 291-321. These are the important investiga­
tions into the major charges raised by Juninian against 'Origen'. 

304. We rtfet first of all to G. Widcngran, 'Researches in Syrian Mysticism. Mystical 
Experi(!JlCt:5 and Spiritual Exercises', NWlIetf 8 (1961), 161-98; J . W. Sedlar, brdia a"d tile Greek 
World. A Study {II tire Trlllrsmissioll of e"ltun' (Totowa, New j«sey, 1980); H. Waldmann. 
'Anslltzc zur Intcgration 6stlicheu Gedank.cllgutes bei Origenes (Mazdaismus, Zurvallismus)', in 
OrlgmitJrlll Qllllrld (lnnsbruck, 1987), 459--64 . There are further references in ]de", U/3 (on 
Syria). 

305. Justinian emp., Ed. e. Crigen.: Amelotti-Migliardi Zingale, Serilti te%gic/, p. 73,1-3. In 
the continuation of the text the 'pagan [Platonic],. the Manichaean and Arian elements in Origen 
are stressed in the sharpest possible words. 

306. Ibid., 68-9: Crigenem eiusque dogmata, paganornm et Ariallornm et Manichaeornm erroribus 
a fflllia asserere. 
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can be greatly misused heresiologically. Certainly there can be in them 
many a valid reference, but to prove them is extraordinarily difficult. 307 

The particular errors of 'Origen' 

(i) Errors in the theologia 
The Emperor begins with Origen's 'blasphemies' against the holy and 
consubstantial Trinity. He is said to teach a strict subordinationism in 
the Trinity; the Son cannot see the Father, and the Holy Spirit cannot 
see the Son; indeed Son and Spirit are creatures. The divine power is 
limited; all genera and species are equally eternal with God. 308 What 
the Alexandrian is reproached with here is to be found in Athanasius 
under the title 'blasphemies of Arius', precisely the denial of the 
homoousios, in addition to the claim that the Father is invisible to the 
Son.309 As a charge against Origen the trinitarian errors are noted in 
Jerome's letter to Avitus.31o 

(ii) Errors in the doctrines of creation and salvation (oikonomia) 

(1) The pre·exislence of souls and Iheir fall 

The longest part of the imperial edict is devoted to the explanation and 
refutation of the Origenist teaching of the pre-temporal creation of all 
human souls, of their fall, and also of the teaching of reincarnation. 311 
To this is also joined a brief reference to the plurality of worlds which 
God created before ours and will create after ours.312 Shenute will show 
us what a large role this latter idea played among the monks in Upper 

307. G. S. Gasparro, '11 problema delle citazioni del Peri Archon nella Lettera a Mena di 
GiustiniAno', in OrigelllarUl Quorfo (lnnsbruek, 1987), 54-76, provides a first-rate aid for inter­
pretingJustiuian's decree. In general the four volwnes of the Or/genia"" (1975, 1980. 1985, 1987) 
published to date contribute a great deal to our topic. 

308. Justil1ian emp .• Ed. c. Origl!/I.: Amelotti-Migli3.1:di Zingale, Sa/ff/ Ifologld. p.71.1- 17. 
The sale soure!! from the fO\lrth century for this statement of God's limited power is Thcophilll5 
of Alexandria's Easter Letter fr m 402 (Jerome. Ep. 98.17,18; Ep. 124.2). Cf. G. S. Gaaparro. 
art, ell., 61- 3, with II. 79 and 80. 

309. Cf. JdChr 13. 372-3. 
310. Jerome, Ep. 124 ad Avifll"'. 2: CSEL 56, pp. 97,6-98.6; J. Labolll't, Sallll pra",e Let/res 

(Paris. 1961), Vll, pp. 96-7: Christ as Son is not generllted, but created; the invisibility of the 
Father for the Son; c£ G6l'gcmanns·Karpp, Orlgelles Vitr BIlc/,er VOII den Prlrlzlpicn, 89, n.9. 
on the varia u.s texts in Rufmus, Jerome and Epiphauiu5. Haer. 64,8; cf. G. S. GaJparro, arl. dl .• 
63-5; these charges of Jerome are here correlated with fragments I and IV- VUJ of Justinian's 
f10rilegium f.om the FA. Cf. Amclotn-MigJiardi Zingale. Scritli le%gici, 107, 109-111. 

311. Justinian emp .• Eti. C. Origlln.: Amelotti-Migliardi Zingale, op. cif., pp. 71.16-97.12. 
312. Ibid .. p. 71 .21-26 . 
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Egypt at his time.313 The Emperor has only a brief comment on this: 

We regard these (blasphemies) forbidden for all Christians; we have patent proofs for this 
ungodliness and consider it superfluous to deem it worthy of refutation.314 

As a side-issue we also bracket the teaching of the ensoulment of the 
celestial bodies. the sun. the moon and the stars.315 In contrast the 
teaching of the creation of human souls in their- pre-existence. of their 
fall and of their enclosure in bodies is treated in detail. Originally the 
souls were created as pure intelligences (noes. mentes) and as powers 
(dynameis. virtutes) and destined for the vision of God. Through surfeit 
(koros) of or revulsion to this vision they turned to wickedness. and grew 
cold (psychos. cold) in the love of God. and for that reason received the 
name psychai (actually 'those grown cold') and as a punishment were 
banished into bodies.316 According to Justinian this is based on a false 
interpretation of the creation of human beings in the image and likeness 
of God (Gen 1,26). Origen can relate that scriptural text only to the 
creation of the body, because the souls were already regarded as pre­
existent. Regarding the pre-existent souls, their orders (taxis), their 
activity before the fall, their faculty of memory concerning the earlier 
condition, the possibility of sin being committed before they are included 
in a body, the significance of staying in the body, Justinian poses similar 
questi:ons to those which the archimandrite Shenute posed a good century 
before in his instruction to the monks and clergy of Upper Egypt. 317 

Emperor Justinian traces the teaching of the pre-existence of souls and 
their fall back to Manes. 

For he [Origen] was educated in the mythologies of the Hellenes and was interested in 
spreading them; he pretended to explain the divine scriptures, but in this manner mixed his 
own pernicious teaching in the documents of the holy scriptures; he introduced the pagan 

313. In JdChr 11/4, 193-7, we go into this teaching in more detail. 
314. Justinian emp., Ed. c. Origen.: p.71,24-26. 
315. Ibid., p. 97,13-16; on this G. S. Gasparro, art. cit. 65-6, with reference to the fragments 

XXI and XXII from the PA, which are found in Jerome, Ep.124,4,9: CSEL 56, 99-100, 
107-111. Here (66) too is the evidence for the spread this idea in the polemic against Origen 
(to which Pamphilus, Theophilus of Alexandria, Epiphanius and Jerome testify). But perhaps 
the above reproaches will be clarified again on the basis of the text of Shenute against the 
Origenists, as we still have to point out (in Vol. 11/4); see T. Orlandi (ed.), Shenute, Contra 
Origenis/aS. Testo copto con introduzione e traduzione (Rome, 1985), §§ 0385-7. 

316. Ibid., pp.73,11-75,1. 
317. Cf. ibid., pp.75,l0-26; 79,15-29 to be compared with Shenute, Contra Origenisw: 

ed. T. Orlandi, especially §§ 0333-0344, 0357. Because Shenute's instruction places these pro­
blems in a broader context and treats them in a more original way than Justinian, we shall discuss 
them in detail in the context of Shenute's fight against the Origenists and Gnostics (JdChr 11/4, 
193-213). 
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and Manichaean error and the Arian madness, so that he could give to them what the holy 
scriptures could not understand precisely. (p. 73,4-8)318 

It is significant that the Emperor joins to the criticism of Origen's 
protology and anthropology an explanation of the Church's teaching 
on human beings and lets this flow into a brief christological and 
soteriological interpretation of history. 319 

But if the souls pre-existed and, according to Origen's myths, were in another order (taxei), 
why then did God form only Adam? For instance at the same time had only Adam's soul 
sinned and therefore only one body was formed by God? If there were other souls before 
that, it would have been necessary at the same time to make other bodies to receive these 
souls. How could a sinful soul, according to their theses (logous), be sent for punishment 
into a body and nevertheless be placed by God in the garden of desire? For if it were exiled 
into the body to undergo punishment, then it would not have been transferred into that 
paradise, but to a place of punishment. 

But God so loved human beings, whom he created after all creatures, that God in his 
goodness after the transgression of the command given to them and the consequent expulsion 
from paradise (when the human race increased and the volume of sin became full, because 
the thoughts of human beings were inclined in wicked desire towards evil) did not abandon 
his image, but rather, according to the revelation of the scriptures, in various ways reproached 
and cultivated it. As we after a severe illness require greater care, the only-begotten Logos 
of God, the one, that is, one person of the holy Trinity, on account of his fondness for 
human beings became a human being; but in doing that he remained God. His divine essence 
was not changed into the human, nor the human into the divine; he is discernible in 
each of the two natures, unmingled and undivided . . . Although human nature from the 
beginning was divested of paradise on account of disobedience . . . the only-begotten Son 
of God inseparably united our nature according to the hypostasis in the womb of the holy 
and glorious theotokos and perpetual virgin Mary and thus bestowed on us a great grace and 
gave us the kingdom of heaven. 

The question that interests us in particular, whether Justinian also 
deals with Origen's teaching of the pre-existent soul of Christ, is touched 
upon only briefly. Apparently for the Emperor it is already refuted by 
his general anthropology. 320 However, he comments briefly: 

But because Origen added as well to the other blasphemies that the soul of the Lord was 
pre-existent and the God-Logos was united to it before he came from the virgin; St Athanasius 
himself thus removed this madness in his letter to Epictetus when he says: 'Rightly they 

318. On the idea of koros see M. Had, 'Recherches sur l'origenisme d'Origene: la "satiete 
(teOPOt;) de la contemplation comme motif de la chute des ames', in F. L. Cross (ed.), StudPat 
8 (Berlin, 1966), 373-405. This motif is found in the PA as elsewhere in the polemic of the 
fourth century. Cf. G. S. Gasparro, art. cit., 61; Justinian emp., Ed. c. Origen.: p. 73,13-15 and 
anathema I, ibid., 117. We refer here again to Shenute, Contra Origenistas: ed. T. Orlandi, esp. 
§§ 0333ss., 27ff. On the doctrine of the relationship of body and soul among the Manichaeans 
see J. W. Sedlar, India and the Greek World (Totowa, New Jersey, 1980), 214-19. 

319. Justinian emp., Ed. c. Origen.: pp. 79,22-81,12 (Latin). Cf. the brief repeated summary, 
p.83,4-14. 

320. Ibid., pp.87,30--89,6. 
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will aJl condemn themselves who believe that there was before Mary the flesh (born) from 
her, and that the God-Logos had before it [the flesh] a human soul and before the advent 
[in the incarnation] was always in it.'321 

This brevity is also explained by the fact that in the submission 
presented by the Palestinians to Justinian the typically Evagrian intens­
ification of the Origenist teaching on the pre-existence of Christ's soul 
was not yet a target. 322 

(2) The Origenists and the migration of souls 

To the teaching on the pre-existence of souls is connected the other on 
the migration of souls. Justinian's edict contains as fragment XV the 
following text from P A. 

If [on the contrary] the soul descends from the good and leans towards wickedness and 
embraces this more and more, then if it does not change its ways it becomes brutish through 
irrationality and animalistic through malice. [And shortly after that:] and it chooses to become 
an animal and to assume, may I say, a life in water and perhaps (,rdxal) it slips (tvlSoe-ra/) 
into the body of this or that irrational animal to the extent that the advancing fall into 
wickedness deserves.323 

This text contains many difficult problems which have been discussed 
many times.324 Within the framework of a history of christology we 
see it as our task to give a brief bibliographical report on the history 
of the problem and to refer here already to the fact that Shenute's instruc­
tion against the Origenists in Upper Egypt must now be taken as a text 
for comparison. 

321. Cf. Athanas. Alex., Ep. ad Epicl. (CPG 2095), 8: PG 26, 1064AI4-B2; G. Ludwig, 
Epistula ad Epictetum (lena, 1911), p. 13,7-10. Cf. R. W. Thomson, Athanasiana Syriaca Part 
I: CSCO 258 (V), p. 61,18-21: 'So when one understands the meaning of this saying, he rightly 
condemns those who thought that what was taken from Mary existed before her, and that the 
Word had a human soul before her and was always in her before his coming.' On the Syriac 
translation see R. Y. Ebied/L. R. Wickham, 'A Note on the Syriac Version of Athanasius' Ad 
Epictelum in MS. B. M. Add. 14557' ,jTS 23 (1972), 144-54 (in debate with]. Lebon, 'Alteration 
doctrinale de la Lettre a Epictete de saint Athanase', RHE 31 [1935], 713-61). 

322. On the teaching about Christ's soul see A. Le BouJluec, 'Controverses au sujet de la 
doctrine d'Origene sur l'§me du Christ', in Origeniana Quarla, 223-37. In n. 1, p. 233, the author 
refers to further studies: J. L. Papagno, 'Flp 2,6-11 en la cristologfa y soteriologfa de Origenes', 
Burg 17 (1976),395-429; M.-J. Pierre, 'L'~me dans l'anthropologie d'Origene', poe 34 (1984), 
21-65; R. Williams, 'Origen on the Soul ofJesus', in R. Hanson/H. Crouzel (ed.), Origeniana 
Tertia (Rome, 1985), 131-7. 

323. Justinian emp., Ed. c. Origen.: 112-13 (Greek/Latin). Cf. Origen, De principiis 
(CPG 1482) I, 8, 4: Gorgemanns-Karpp, Origenes Vier Bilcher von den Prinzipien, 262-5. 

324. G. Dorival, 'Origene a-t-il enseigne la transmigration des ames dans les corps d'animaux? 
(A propos de P Arch 1,8,4)" in H. CrouzellA. Quacquarelli (ed.), Origeniana Secunda (Rome, 
1980), 11-32, gives an exceJlent treatment of this question. 
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Metempsychosis teaching in Origen? 

The accusation that Origen taught the migration of souls existed as 
early as the beginning of the fourth century. 325 The point at issue is in 
particular the text and interpretation of PA 1,8,4. Is the translation of 
Rufinus a faithful rendition of Origen's thought? Various solutions 
are offered. 

First thesis: In PA 1,8,4 Origen either explicitly dismissed metempsychosis or at least rejected 
it with regard to the migration of souls into the bodies of animals. Rufinus renders PA 1,8,4 
faithfully.326 

Second thesis: The abbreviated translation of Rufinus falsifies Origen's thought: 
(a) with reference to Justinian: Origen considers metempsychosis as a hypothesis, which Justi­

nian attests with his tacha (perhaps). To this extent there is not a total falsification in Rufinus, 
but certainly a partial one through the erroneous attribution of scriptural arguments, which 
belong to Origen, to other authors (quidam).327 . 

(b) with reference to Jerome: 
(i) Ep. 124,4: CSEL 56, p. 100,19-24: summary of PA 1,8,4; 
(ii) Ep. 124,14: ibid., p. 116,6-17: citation of a text from PA IV,4,8. In PA 1,8,4 Rufinus 

completely falsifies Origen's thought: Origen is said to have presented the migration of souls 
into the bodies of animals as certain teaching. Justinian's fragment is to be interpreted wholly 
on the basis of metempsychosis. There are still further witnesses who render the true thought 
of Origen.328 Thus it would be possible to reconstruct Origen's text approximately.329 

According to G. Dorival, however, it is impossible to reconstruct 
Origen's original text PA 1,8,4.330 The only thing which can be 
accepted after evaluating all of the sources 33

! is that, at the time when 
Origen wrote his PA, Alexandrian Christians accepted the banish­
ment of souls into the bodies of animals. Origen himself in his late 
works, the writings against Celsus (249), criticized in harsh words the 
metempsychosis into the bodies of animals and rejected it as Platonic 
and Pythagorean teaching. 332 Now, however, in the development of 
his teaching between his first work PA, which is transmitted as a 

325. Pamphilus, Apol. Orig. 5: PG 17, 579. In this question the migration of souls from human 
body to human body (also from man to woman) has to be distinguished from the migration 
of souls from human bodies to animal bodies. 

326. Thus with variants: M. J. Denis, H. Crouzel, W. Theiler, M. Simonetti. The fragments 
in Jerome and Justinian create difficulties. 

327. Thus F. H. Kettler, Der ursprnngliche Sinn der Dogmatik des Origenes (Berlin, 1966), 
14-21. 

328. Namely Gregory Nyssa, Dial. de anima et resurr. (CPG 3149): PG 46, 112-113; in 
Gorgemanns-Karpp, op. cit., 282-3; and De opif hom. (CPG 3154), 28: PG 44, 229-232; in 
Gorgemanns-Karpp, op. cit., 280-3. 

329. Thus P. Koetschau, according to G. Dorival, art. cit., 16-17 with n.23. G. Dorival 
suspects that F. H. Kettler also inclines towards this viewpoint. 

330. G. Dorival, art. cit., 17-19. The attempt of Gorgemanns-Karpp is also not recognized. 
331. In G. Dorival, art. cit., 23-8. 
332. Origen, C. eels. III, 75; IV, 17; IV, 83; V, 49; VIII, 30; cited in G. Dorival, art. cit., 29. 
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whole, and his last work, Contra Ceisum, the Alexandrian shows june 
remarquable stabilite de la pensee' . 333 Thus with this fundamental 
position there is scarcely a chance for the teaching of the banishment 
of human souls into the bodies of animals.334 

Because Justinian indeed sees Origen's teaching in connection with 
pagan philosophy on the one hand and with Manichaeism on the other, 
we need to refer to the state of research. 

After some oscillation among Platonists of the second century, for instance Albinos and perhaps 
also Plotinus, on questions of the banishment of souls into the bodies of animals,335 later 
Platonists took an increasingly clearer stance against it. In Porphyry it is completely excluded, 
as the teaching about souls in his Symmikta Zetemata shows in particular.336 

(3) A special eschatological opinion: the spherical form of the resurrected body 

It is a question of the 'rather singular idea of the spherical bodies of the 
resurrected' (nozione assai singolare dei corpi sferici dei resuscitati) , 337 which 
is attributed to Origen himself.338 This teaching is not found in the 
works of the Alexandrian which are known to us. It appears to be the 
result of speculations which started from the concept of 'form', eidos, 
and confused it with that of 'appearance', 'figure', schema, 'in the banal 
sense of the visible, physical body'. 339 This 'interpretation' (lecture) of 

333. G. Dorival, art. cit., 4.2, 30. The only development which occurred for Origen between 
Alexandria and Caesarea in Palestine was 'une evolution de la situation concrete d'Origene' (31). 
In Alexandria popular circles held the doctrine of the migration of souls into the bodies of 
animals; in Caesarea it was taught at the most in philosophical or heretical circles. 

334. Cf. also W. A. Bienert, 'Die alteste Apologie filr Origenes?', in Origeniana Quarta 
(Innsbruck, 1987), 123-7. 

335. Cf. H. Dorrie, 'Kontroversen urn die Seelenwanderung im kaiserzeitlichen Platonismus', 
Hermes 85 (1957), 414-35 "" Idem, Platolll'Cd Minora (Munich, 1976). 420-40. 

336. Cf. H. Dorrie, Porplryrios' 'Symmlkln Zelemnfa', Zetenlllta 20 (Munich, 1959) and above, 
pp. 200-12 (on Leontius of Byzantium); G. Dorlval. 'La transmigration des ames', in 
Origellia/la Secu/lda (Rome, 1980), 31: 'A I'epoquc d'Origene, la doctrine de In transmigration 
dans les corps d'anlmau.x n'a plus bonne preS5e dans les milieux philosophiques qui ont tout par­
ticuliercmcDt contribue a former Origene.' Interesting, wide-tanging perspectives in the history 
of religion and philosopby arc certainly opened up by J. W. Sedlar, itJdla Iwd the Greek World 
(Totowa, New Jersey. 1980), 22--32: V. Soul-Walldering. He conclud6 (p.32): 'Clearly the 
Greeks themselves were puzzled as to where the metempsychosis-idea came from: they agreed 
only that it was an idea somehow alien to their own mainline tradition . .. ' 

337. G. S. Gasparro, art. cit., 61. 
338. Justinian emp., Ed. c. Origen.: p.99,7-35 and in anathema V, p.117. 
339. See G. Dorival, 'Oog/me et 1a resurrection de 13 chair', il1 OrigellilJtld Quarta. 291-321; 

esp. III., 315-19. On 315-16 Dorival has importallt docume)ltatioD for this, namely fragment 
8 from the letter of Patriarch Theophilus of Alexandria against the Otigenisu (anno 403). which 
M. Richard discovered: 'Nouveaux fragments de Theophile d'Alexandrie', Op. Min. II, no. 39, 
pp.63-4. The entry in CPG 2612 has to be expanded. Cf. G. S. Gasparro, art. cit., 61 with 
nn. 70-73; 74-75 with reference to G. Dorival, H. Crouzel and A.-J. Festugiere; the last mentioned 
wanted to trace the teaching of the spherical form of the resurrected body back to a gross error 
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Origen by the Origenists is said to be favoured by two elements: (i) by 
his reduction in the resurrected of the typical composition of the human 
body (there are no members, no face, no entrails, etc.); (ii) by the fact 
that Origen's teaching of the 'corporeal form' was difficult to under­
stand, and, in addition, from the time of Methodius, Origenists and 
anti-Origenists had associated with eidos the notion of the external form, 
of the physical appearance. 

Now an external form is necessarily defined by geometrical data in space. Moreover, the 
sphere is the most perfect form in text-book PlAtonism, as is also the form of the corporeal 
vehicle of the soul ~fter death; OD the other side, the resurrected are compared (but not put 
on a par) with the resplendent celestial bodies which are spherical (PA I1I,6,4). It is not 
surprising, consequently, if t~e notion of a resurrected, spherical body is elaborated by people 
with reference to Origen, or rather by people who want to deepen his teaching and to draw 
out all the implications, everytlung that was not said.34O 

Theophilus seeks to refute the notion of the spherical form of 
resurrected bodies by referring to the appearances of the resurrected 
Christ: 

Christ, risen from the dead, appeared to his disciples not in the form of a sphere.341 

Others refer to the transfigured body of Christ and ascribe to it the 
normal human form. 342 It is Antipater of Bostra who deals most 
thoroughly with the mysteries of the life of Jesus in order to refute by 
that means the Origenist teaching on the resurrected body. 343 In this 
context we do not need to go into more detail about Origen's general 
teaching on the resurrected body. 344 

of the OrigcDist and anti-Origcnist monks of the sixth century (in RSPT 43 [1959), 81-6). 
This, however, is definitively refuted by fragment 8 (just discussed) from the letter of Theophilus 
of 403, and in addition by the polemic of Antipater of Bostra, who wrote in 460 (G. Dorival). 

340. Tnu! G. Dorlval, art. cil, 319. 
341. Cf. M. Richard, 'Nouveaux fragments de Th~ophile d'Alexandrie', Op. Mill. II, no. 39, 

p. 64,7-8; Christ's resurrected body is already the guarantee for our own resurrected form 
(p.64,14-15). 

342. Thus Jerome, COlltra Ioallllem Hieros. 29: PL 23, 398A, without making reference to 
Origen. 

343. Antipater BostT., Contradict. in Eusl!b. (CPG 6687) , ch. 15, in John Dam., Sacra parallela: 
PG 96. 496CD with reference to]>h.i13.20; 1 Cor 15,43-«; on the transfiguration (Mt 17,2ff.): 
497 AB. On the appearances of the resurrected Jesus: 489D; 497B; Christ's return which is already 
intimated by tbe transfiguration (4978; Lk 9,27). 

344. On this see G. Dorival, 'Origene et la resurrection de la chair', in Origeniana Quarta, 
291-321; cf. H. Crouzel, in BLE 81 (1980), 175-200, 241~6. 
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(4) The teachillg of the ulliversal restoratioll (apokatastasis panton) 

As Origen's last aberration Justinian names the teaching of the universal 
restoration. 345 In this is completed the ozaooxr, .flr; nAcfv'1l; (morls suc­
cessio) which is associated with the name of the Alexandrian. With this 
there is a whole complex of partial statements which have to be presented 
briefly. We shall start with the edict of 543. 

For the legacy of his [Origen's) error steals into the souls of the weaker ones and brings 
it about that they follow him in the sins which he committed from the very beginning. 
Because Origen's following has not yet received enough of the ungodliness of the pre­
existence of souls and his other blasphemous prattle about the holy Trinity, under the 
influence of his perverse words that add this as well to their own error: the punishment 
of all godless human beings and even of the demons will have an end; both the godless human 
beings and the demons will be restored to their pristine order (dnoKaraaralhtaovral . . . 
el~ rr}v nportpav alirwv rd~/v).346 

This is said to contravene Christ's words (Mt 25,46.34.41). For 
morally weak human beings it is claimed that such an outlook has a 
demoralizing effect. If, moreover, the supplicium of the damned will have 
an end, this means as well, Justinian says, that the promise-of eternal 
life for the righteous becomes empty. 'Eternal' must have the same 
meaning in both cases (p.101,22-23). Why is there then an economy 
of salvation in Christ at all, with incarnation, crucifixion, death, tomb 
and resurrection of Christ? Why is there a martyrium, if devils and the 
godless have the same final state as the saints ?347 

The edict of 543 against Origen was intended to be given through 
Patriarch Menas to all bishops and monasteries in Constantinople. It 
was sent to all the patriarchs of the Imperial Church, also to Pope 
Vigilius. All Christians were intended to get to know it. In the future 
no bishop is to be ordained without renouncing all earlier heretics 
and finally those condemned under Justinian, beginning with Sabellius 
and up to Theodosius of Alexandria (with Peter of Apamea and Severus), 
but especially Origen, in whom pagan unbelief and Arian error are 
united.348 

345. Cf. H. Crouzel, 'L'Apocatastase chez Origene', in Origellialla Quarta, 282-90. 
346. Justinian emp., Ed. c. Origell., p. 100,4-10 (Greek); p. 101,4-10 (Latin). 
347. In Amelotti-Migliardi Zingale, Serilti teologici, p. 101,25-27; loe. cit., pp. 100,38-104,18 

(Greek); 101,34-105,17 (Latin) this is refuted with testimonies from Gregory Nazianzen (PG 35, 
437,945), Basil (PG 31, 1264-1265,444), John Chrysostom (PG 47, 313; 61, 75) and a list of 
scriptural citations. 

348. Twenty-four texts from Peri Archoll are adduced as proof: Amelotti-Migliardi Zingale, 
Serilti teologici, 106-16 (Greek); 107-17 (Latin). 
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Nine Anathemas,349 which summarize the main theses of the decree, 
form the conclusion of the imperial edict. 

1. The pre-existence of the souls of human beings as spirits and holy powers, their surfeit 
(koros)350 of the vision of God and their growing cold in love; their banishment into bodies 
as punishment. 

2. The pre-existence of Christ's soul, its union with the Logos before the birth from the Virgin. 
3. Formation of Christ's body in the womb of the Virgin before its union with the Logos and 

the soul. Leontius of Byzantium too had concerned himself with this problem in a cautious 
way.351 

4. Likening of the Logos on his descent with all the powers of the various levels of being. 
5. The spherical form of resurrected bodies. According to A. Guillaumont, op. cit., 143, this 

notion is not yet present in the Origenism of the fourth century. However, the new state 
of the sources after a discovery by M. Richard (1975) is presented by G. Dorival, Origeniana 
Quarta (Innsbruck, 1987), 315-19 (see 3. above). 

6. The animation of the celestial bodies and the water above the firmament. 
7. Christ's crucifixion for the demons in the other world. 
8. Restriction of God's creative power and the eternity of the world. 
9. Temporal limiting of the damnation of demons and human beings (their apokawtasis). 

What once for Epiphanius was the main issue in the Origenist errors 
and was still criticized by Theophilus of Alexandria, the subordination 
of the Son to the Father, is no longer mentioned, and for this reason 
too the reproach is not renewed that it was the cause of the error 
of Arianism. 

(c) The assessment of Justinian's decree 
The peculiarity of Justinian's decree against Origen finally becomes clear 
in a special way through G. S. Gasparro's literary-historical analysis of 
the florilegium from the Peri Archon appended at the end of the decree. 
With this its place too in the history of the struggle against Origenism 
is defined. Of the twenty-four citations from the PA in Justinian, nine 
correspond to the letter of}erome to Avitus (Fr. I, XII, XIII, XV, XVI, 
XIX, XXIII, V, XX). 

The compiler of the extracts follows the order of Jerome's text for Fr. XII-XXIII, with two 
transpositions. There is also a series of correspondences in individual themes between Justinian 
and Jerome in such number and in their ordering that one can hardly speak of an accident. 

349. See the nine propositions: ibid., 116-19 (Greek and Latin); German in F. Diekamp, 
Die origenistischen Streitigkeiten, 49-50. Diekamp enumerated ten anathemas. The last is a personal 
condemnation of Origen, which is related to the previous nine. There is a French translation, 
also with ten anathemas, in A. Guillaumont, Les 'Kepha14ia Gnostica'd'Evagre Ie Pontique (Paris, 
1962), 140-1. 

350. On the word and idea of koros, surfeit, see the decree of 543: Amelotti-Migliardi Zingale, 
pp. 72,15 and 116,14. However, see above n. 318. 

351. Cf. Leontius Byz., Bpi/8: PG 86, 1944C1-D3. See the text above, p. 197. In the theo­
retical reflection to some extent he approaches the 'Origenist' reflection rejected in anathema III. 
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According to G. S. Gasparro, one can thus not assert that Justinian 
obtained his information about Origen exclusively from the florilegium 
in PA (attached to his decree). For in the decree there are subjects which 
are not documented in the florilegium. But taken together the decree 
and the florilegium reproduce an anti-Origenist schema, which in the 
course of the first Origenist crisis of the fourth and fifth centuries 
provided the basis for the three main opponents of Origen: Epiphanius, 
Theophilus of Alexandria and Jerome. The connecting thread for the 
presentation of the main theses of Origen is epistula 124 of Jerome, both 
for the compiler of the florilegium and also for the author of the decree 
itself. However, G. S. Gasparro does not want to claim that the letter 
of Jerome was the exclusive basis for the compilation of the florilegium. 
The compiler, however, finally made his own choice regarding the 
principal theme of Jerome and into this incorporated other subjects of 
the anti-Origenism of the fourth century. The author of the imperial 
letter used substantially the material contained in the florilegium, but 
in addition drew upon the remaining anti-Origenist repertoire that was 
handed on. To an extent that cannot be verified the florilegium could 
reflect the capitula which, according to Liberatus, the anti-Origenist 
monks had with them to bring about the condemnation of the Origenists 
by the Emperor through the mediation of the apocrisiarius Pelagius. The 
christological and religious problematic of the whole discussion about 
the decree of 543 against Origen thus hardly leads beyond that of the 
tum of the fifth century. Nevertheless it is possible that the faith and 
asceticism of a great part of the Palestinian monks were seriously 
endangered - in a manner that is not expressed at all in the imperial 
document. For this reason as well the crisis was in no way overcome. 

4. A contemporary witness for the Origenist question of 543 

It is worth noting that in his Erotapokriseis Ps. Caesarius also comes to 
speak of Origen's teaching on the pre-existence of souls, Christ's soul 
included. In connection with the teaching on the fall of Satan, he singles 
out from the Origenist errors this one thesis and rebuts it in detail. 352 

In question 168 he formulates the Origenist teaching on souls as follows: 

What do you think of the leather clothes which Adam and Eve put on after their expulsion 
(ekplOs;II)? Por we have heard from someone who expressed it well; human beings existed 
as f3tional spirits and rational, incorporeal living things. After sinning in disobedience again~t 

352. See Ps. Caesarius, Erotapokriseis, 167-75: ed. Riedinger (Berlin, 1989), 145-53. That 
there is not yet any reference to the state of the Origenism question of 553 should also be adduced 
as an argument for the composition of the Erotapokriseis shortly after 543. 
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God the nous was abstracted and cooled, and for this reason was called soul because the 
warmth of the nous became cold and could no longer remain with tbe higher ones (ano) 
and stay with them in service, but has put on this body which scripture- ca1l6 leather clothing; 
intended as a penalty for the sinner and as a gaol for punishment.353 

This teaching of the pre-temporal fall is decidedly rejected, in the main 
with arguments that had been given in Epiphanius. Here we must forgo 
an anaJysis of the sources. The counter-argument insists particularly on 
the reference to holy and righteous people like Abel, Job, up to the 
patriarchs and Anna, whose life cannot be understood, it is said, as 
punishment in the prison of the body (cf. Qs.168-170). Ps. Caesarius 
concludes here with the call: 

Remove, 0 Christ, those who swindle the pre-existence of souls, so that we do not succumb 
to the risk of calling your soul too a cooled nous. (p. 148,23-24) 

II. THE NEW CONDEMNATION OF THE ORIGENISTS IN CONNECTION 

WITH THE SECOND COUNCIL OF CONSTANTINOPLE (553) 

1. The sources 

(a) See CPG 6886: Epistula Iustiniani ad Synodum (Constantinopolitanum 553): Amelotti-Migliardi 
Zingale, Scritti teologici, 122-5; CPG 9352: Canones XV contra Origenem: ed. J. Straub, ACO 
IV, I, 248-9 (Appendix). 

(b) F. Diekamp, Die orlg~,.i$l/Jcher. Slrtltigkeltell im VI. Jr.ltrillmdert wl/d das JiJlifi~ al/gemei,.e am· 
dl (MUnster. 1899); Text: 90- 7. A. Guillaumont. Les 'Kepltalllia GilDs/ita' tfBvtlgre Ie POIIJique 
ell'ltis/oire ,It I'orlgb.isme ,1'fZ les Grees tiles Syri~u = PatSorb 5 (Paris. 1962),143-70; M. Richard, 
'Le trait~ de Georges Hieromoinc sur les h~rC5ies', REB 28 (1970), 242-8 = Op. Min. m. no. 62; 
the main section is cited in J. Straub, Pratfatio, ACO IV. 1, (XXVI- XXIX) XXVIII; 
F. Carcione, 'La poUtita [cligiosa di Giustiniano nell~ fuse conclusiv~ della seconda controversia 
origenista (543-553). Gli intIecci con 1a controversia sui TIe Capitoli', StRjOrCr 9 (1986), 
131-47. 

2. The history of research 

F. Diekamp, op. cit., 82-120, proved that the documents CPG6886 and 
9352 are related to the Fifth Council; on 120-4 he referred to the fact 
that in earlier authors there had been a confusion of the synods of 543 
and 553. In his analysis of the text, 90-7, he was able to show that the 
letter of Justinian which was referred to and the fifteen anathemas belong 
together. Neither offers Origen's teaching, but that of the Origenist 

353. Ibid., Q. 168, p. 146,1-7. Here Ps. Caesarius is dependent on Epiphanius, Ancor. 62-63: 
Holl, 74-6. 
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monks in Palestine.354 Particular elements used to prove this relation­
ship were highlighted by J. Straub in ACO IV, 1, XXVI-XXIX. Any 
doubts about it were finally removed by M. Richard, who in 1961 
discovered in the National Museum at Ohrid the complete treatise on 
heresies by the monk and presbyter George, composed in the first half 
of the seventh century. Of the sixteen chapters of the work, chapter 9 
is devoted to the Origenists: 'About the Origenists, in which too 
Evagrius and Didymus [will be discussed]. I 355 Chapter 9 concludes in 
§ 16 once again with reference to the CouncU of Constantinople, in the 
anathemas of which it is said one can recognize the entire godlessness. 
inhumanity and falsity of the Origenists.356 

Thus there can be no doubt that the Council of 553 dealt with 
Origenism, or with Origen, Evagrius and Didymus. A similar confirma­
tion was finally found in Syriac.357 

3. The chronology 

Because the condemnation of the Origenists dearly belongs to the 
Council of 553, but cannot be placed after the opening of it on 5 May 
553, an interim solution has to be sought. 358 It consists in the fact that 
Emperor Justinian instructed the bishops359 to deal with the question of 

354. Cf. A. Guillaumont, Les 'Kepha/aia Gnostica' d'Evagre Ie Pontique, 148-9, where the 
conclusions of Diekamp are confirmed; d. Justinian emp., Ep. ad Synod.: Amelotti-Migliardi 
Zingale, Seritti teologici, p. 123,5-6: cum ergo compertum habeamus esse Hierosolymis quosdam nimirum 
monachos qui Pythagorae, p/atonis Origenisque Adamantii impios errores sectentur ac doceant ... 

355. George mon., De haeresibus ad Epiphanium (CPG 7820), 9: M. Richard, Op. Min. III, 
no. 62, pp. 257--{j2. The SS 1-3, pp. 257f. concern Origen, but end, however, (in S 3) 
with the information: 'In recent times the Fifth Synod gathered at Constantinople anathematized 
this one [Origen], together with Evagrius and Didymus who were of like mind.' In S 4 in con­
trast the anathemas I-IV and the corresponding passages in Justinian's letter are largely rendered 
verbatim. Cf. Richard, 258, with F. Diekamp, op. cit., 90-2. 

356. George mon., De haeresibus, 9: Richard, p.262,7-9. 
357. A. de Halleux, 'Trois synodes imperiaux du VIe s. dans une chronique syriaque inedite', 

in R. H. Fisher (ed.). A Tribute to A. Viiiibus (Chicago, 1977), 295-307. On Constantinople 
II: 300-2. A. de Halleux stresses (301): 'Tout en demeurant, de la sorte, discretement 
antiseverienne, la presentation du synode de 553 porte essentiellement sur l'origenisme. 
qui fut effectivement condamne par les peres deja rassembles a Constantinople, en quinze 
anathematismes repondant a une lettre de Justinien.' The names of Didymus, Origen and 
Evagrius (and perhaps of Theodore Askidas) are not in the right order here; in any case at least 
two of them are badly 'corrupted' (de£igures) by a copyist. 

358. Cf. F. Diekamp, Die origenistischen Streltigleeiten, 129-38. 
359. Ibid., 133: 'In August [552] and in the following months participants arrived in Constan­

tinople; the opening of the synod, however, was delayed for a long time, because the Pope 
[Vigilius] refused to participate in a gathering in which the Oriental bishops formed the over­
whelming majority.' 
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the Origenists, which, contrary to his expectation, had not been settled 
by his decree of 543. These bishops had already arrived months before 
the opening of the Council which was intended to be devoted to the 
question of the Three Chapters. This 'synodal act' took place on the level 
of a synodus endemousa and was not considered by the Emperor himself 
as a session of an ecumenical council.360 Nevertheless the commission 
with regard to the Origenists was clear: 

Read through the submitted ekthesis carefully and condemn and anathematize at the end each 
of its individual chapters. together with the ungodly Origen also all who think and feel the 
same. (pp. 124.25-27; 125.25-27) 

4. The anti-Origenist canons of 553 in English translation 361 

1. If anyone accepts the mythical pre-existence of souls and the monstrous restoration that 
follows from this (apokatastasis). let him be anathema. 

II. If anyone says that the origin of all rational beings was incorporeal and immaterial 
intelligences (noes) without any number or names. so that they formed a henade on account of 
the sameness of essence (OIlS;II). of power (dY'lIl l11 ls) and of activity (energeia) and on account 
of the! union ("enoris) with the God-Logos and knowledge (gIrDs 5); that they became sated 
with (koron labei") the divine virion and turned to what was worse. each corresponding to its 
inclination (rllOpe) to it . and assumed lighter or denser bodies and were labelled with names 
with respect to the fact that the difference of names exists. like bodies and powers too. from 
above; and that for this reason some became the cherubim. others seraphim. and again others 
principalities. powers. dominations, thrones. angels and all the other heavenly orders which exist 
and were so named. let him be anathema. 

III. If anyone says that the sun. the moon and the stars are themselves part of the same henade 
of rational beings and that what they are happened through a tum to what was worse. let him 
be anathema. 

IV. If anyone says that the rational beings (/ogika) became cold in divine love and were bound 
to more dense bodies of our kind and were named human beings. and that those who had attained 
the acme of evil were bound to cold and dark bodies and are called the demons and spirits of 
evil. let him be anathema. 

V. If anyone says that from the condition (kal4stasis) of the angels and archangels will be the 
condition of the soul. from that of the soul the demonic and the human. from the human. 
however. once again there would be angels and demons. and that every order (tagllla) of the 
heavenly powers has arisen either entirely from those lower or from those higher or from higher 
and lower. let him be anathema. 

VI. If anyone says that the genus of demons has a twofold manner of appearance. composed 
from human souls and from higher spirits which have fallen into this state; that. however. one 
(single) nous from the whole henade of rational beings remained unmoved with respect to the 
vision and the divine love. which. having become Christ and the king of all spiritual beings. 
leads the entire corporeal nature. the heavens. the earth and what is in between; and that the 

360. fl . Diekamp. IbM .• 135 emphasizes ib.at the l ett~ to tlle bishops concerning the Origenists 
docs not even once comain the term 'synod', although it is addressed to a gathering of bishops, 
as tbe conclusion of the letter shows . Cf. Amelotti-Migliardi Zingale, Serilti te%giei, p. 124.24 
(Greek); 125.24-25: $(I JlclisJim,' palres, III III mil/III colleell. 

361. ACO IV. 1. 248-9. See the Greek text and a German translation in Gorgemanns-Karpp. 
Origenes, 824-30 (text); 825-31 (translation). 
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cosmos really has in itself elements that are older than it, dryness, moisture, warmth and cold 
and the idea according to which it was formed and through which it carne to be; thus that 
the all-holy, consubstantial Trinity did not create the world and this had corne about in this 
way, but that the nous, as they say, as the demiurge existing before the world, gave created 
being. let him be anathema. 

VII. If anyone says that Christ [= II01lS] is said to exiJI in the form of God and before all 
the ages was uruted to the God-Logos and at the end of the ages emptie.j itself into what is 
human and showed mercy. as they say. on those who in l!lultiform ways had £allen out of the 
hellaJe and, with the intention of leadillg them up, carne to all and assumed the fornl of the 
various bodies and acquired their names. by becoming all things to all (d. 1 Cor 9,22), to 
the angels ;111 angel, to the powers a power, and to the other orders and types of rational beings 
he was changed to each in the appropriate manner and thus participated in us similarly in flesh 
and blood (cf. Hcb 2,14) and became for human beings a human being, and whoever does not 
confess that the God-Logos emptied himself and became a human being. let him be anathem~. 

VIII. If anyone does not say that the God-Logos. consubstantial with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit. is the one who became flesh and a human being. thus that the one from the Trinity 
is the Christ in the rea) and not only in a figurative sense, on accoul\t of the IIOIIS .• as they say, 
which emptied itself because it was united to the God-Logos himself and thus was properly 
named Christ; whoever for this reason names that [nous] Christ and this [Christ] God on account 
of the other, let him be anathema. 

IX. If anyone says that it was not the 1.ogos of God who descended into Hades in the flesh, 
endowed with a spiritual and rational soul, and as the same once again ascended into heaven, 
but what is called by them the IIOUS, which they impiously characterize as the real Christ, having 
become such tbrough knowledge of the monads, let him be anathema. 

X. If anyone says that the Lord's resurrected body is an ethereal and spherical body, that the 
other resurrected bodies too will be like this, that moreover the Lord will shed his own body 
first and in a similar way the nature of all the bodies will return to nothing, let him be anathema. 

XI. If anyone says that the coming judgement means the annihilation of all bodies, and at 
the end of the fable immaterial nature stays and in the future nothing of matter will continue 
to exist, but only the pure trOllS. let him be 311athema. 

XII. If anyone say~ that the heaveJ).ly powers too and all human beings and even the devils 
and the ~pirits of evil will be united unchanged to the divine Logos, like the trOI/J itself, which 
is called Christ by tbem, which was in the form of God and emptied itself. as they say, and 
thJlt the sovereignty of Christ will have an end. let him be anathema. 

xm. If anyone says tMt neither Christ nor one of the rational beillgs will exhibit a difference 
in any way at all, n.either according to essence, nor knowledge, nor power over everything nor 
efficacy. but that all will be 3t tbe right hand of God. like their ~o-cnl1ed Christ, and also will 
partici'pate in their concocted pre-existence. let him be anathema. 

XlV. if anyone says that all rationa) beings will form a Irellas through hypostases [persons] 
and number being 31lDulled with the bodies, and that the end of the worlds and the laying 
aside of bodies and tbe abolition of Il3mes foUow the knowledge ralating to the rational beings, 
and that there will be sameness of knowledge as of hypostases and that in the fabricated 
apokatastasis there will be only pure intelligences [noes], as they exist in their foolishly invented 
pre-existence, let him be anathema. 

XV. If anyone says tbat the change (dYWY11) of the intelligences is the same as their earlier 
chauge when they had not yet des~l!naed or faUen, that their beginning is the same as their 
end and their end the measure of their beginuing, let him be anathema. 

5. The origin of the Origenist propositions condemned in 553 

Through the research of A. Guillaumont the real source of an important 
part of the teachings condemned in the fifteen anathemas of 553 has been 
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discovered, especially for the propositions 6-9 and 12-13: it is Evagrius' 
Kephalaia Cnostica in their original form as they are preserved in 
only one of the two Syriac translations. 362 By combining this informa­
tion with the results of earlier research it is now possible to clarify to 
some extent the development of the anti-Origenist decisions between 543 
and 553. The following documents have to be compared:363 

(1) The anathemas of 543 which have already been cited. 
(2) Theodore of Scythopolis, Libel/us de erroribus Orlgenianis (CPG 6993): PG 86, 232-6.364 The 

author abjures his Origenist past. His formulations represent a mediation between Justinian's 
anathemas of 543 and 553. 

(3) The propositions condemned in 553 at the instigation of Emperor Justinian, for which two 
things had to be clarified: their relationship to the anathemas of 543 and their position with 
reference to the Council of 553. 

(4) The list of the Origenist errors in the Vi/4 Cyriaci of Cyril of Scythopolis (written after 
the Council of Constantinople): it is a witness which is independent of the fifteen 
anathemas.365 

We shall briefly characterize the differences between the four lists 
of errors. 

(i) The list of Theodore of Scythopolis (pC 86, 232B-236B) 
Nine of Theodore's Kephalaia correspond almost verbatim with the nine 
anathemas of the edict of 543. The following, however, are new: 

no. 4 (233C): Christ's reign will have an end. 
no. 11 (236A): 'We shall be equal to ... our redeemer Christ, our God; and the God-Logos 

must be united to us, as he has been united to the flesh received from . . . Mary, according 
to the substance and the hypostasis.' 

no. 12 (236B): Bodies, Christ's body too. are destined for dissolution. 

362. See A. and C. Gulllaumont, 'Le texte veritable des "Gno rica" d'Bvagre Ie Pontique', 
RellHistRel142 (1952), 156-205. The .first communication of this was given at the Third Inter­
national Conference on Patristic Studies, Oxford 1959; SIUdP,1l 3 = TU 78 (Berlin, 1961), 
219-26; idem. Les 'Kepllolain Gllostlea'd'Bvagre It POIIl/qlle (Paris, 1962), esp. 151-70; idem, Les 
six cell/llries des 'Kephowin Gnoslicn' d'Evogrt' Ie POlltique = PO 28, 5-264 with a new edition of 
the until then well-known (ed . W . P-tankenberg, 1912) Syriac translation (S1 ' pp. 16- 256) and 
a first edidon of the Syriac translation S2 (version integrale, 17-257) following the unique MS 
B. L. Add. 17167 from the SUl:1an monastery. See PO 28, Introduction, 5-14. 

363. This comparison is carried out by A. GuilJBumont, Keplullain Gllosliea, 140-51, with 
n.91. See 140-1: the iIIIathemas of 543; 144-6: the anathemas from 553; 151. n.91: 
tbe libel/us of Theodore of &:ytbopolis (PG 86, 232B-236B); 150-1: tbe list of the Vita Cyriaci. 

364. On this see F. Diekamp, Die origmistlscilell Slreitigktile", 125-9; A. GulUaumont, Los 
'Kopllnldla Gllos/iea' d'Evagre Ie POllllqllC~ (Paris, 1962), 151. n. 91; J. lrmscher, 'Teodoro 
Scitopolitano. De vita et scriptis'. Aug 26 (1986), 185-90. 

365. This survey of the Origenism question, which was composed after 553, will be dealt 
with in our presentation of the Origenist disturbances in Palestine (Vol. Il/3). 
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According to A. Guillaumont, the new elements, which the 
Palestinian Origenists added to the traditional Origenism condemned by 
the edict of 543, seem reasonably clear. We are on the way from the 
first to the second edict. 

(ii) The two edicts of 543 and 553 
If we look from 553 back to 543, we find the following covered in the 
first edict: 

(1) the teaching of the pre-existence of souls (I); the incorporeal noes and their fall (II); 
(2) the teaching of their exile into the body (IV); 
(3) stars as fallen, rational beings (Dl); 
(4) spherical fonn of resurrected bodies (X); 
(5) apokatastasis which includes demons (XII and XV). 

The differences: 

(a) What is lacking in the later edict: 
Vis.fl·llis the edict of 543, that of 553 has nothing corresponding to its anathema VII (Christ's 

crucifixion for the demons in the coming world) and anathema VIII (limitation of divine power; 
eternity of the world); the body is no longer conceived as the place of punishment (I). 
(b) What is added by the later edict: 

In comparison to that of 543 the edict of 553 develops the theory of the body signiJ:lcantly 
more intensely. It is connected with a doctrine of the 'names' which. like the bodies, differentiate 
the fallen beings £Com each other (0 and IV). The theory of the coherent transition from one 
order of rational beings to another is also new (V). 

Two things in particular are important. 
(a) The radical understanding of the apokatastasis; it encompasses 

not only the reintegration of the demons, as in 543, but beyond that 
the annihilation of bodies (X and XI), names and every difference 
among the substances. This is postulated on account of the very clearly 
formulated principle: the beginning is identical with the end (XV). The 
pristine henade will be completely restored pan and XIV). 

(b) It is precisely 'this concept of a henade, that all intelligences form 
together in their pre-existence and their condition of "nakedness" which 
will be completely restored again at the end, which is entirely lacking 
in the anathemas of 543 and represents a fundamental element of the 
conciliar text of 553'.366 

366. A. Guillaumont, Les 'Kephalaia Gnostica', 147. 
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6. The theological and ascetical significance of 
the condemnation of Origenism in 553 

The condemnation of Origenism in 553 did not have the world-wide 
echo which the Three Chapters dispute would create. The discussion was 
fought out successfully in particular with the formerly affected monks, 
and within this group especially the monks of Palestine. Even there 
it affected predominantly, according to the principles of Evagrianist 
asceticism, only a class, indeed an exotic group of monks, who after 
a hard praktike were trained for the theoria, and after this preparation 
confessed the extreme Evagrianist christology.367 Nevertheless it is 
fitting to note the explosive nature of this position. It was only in the 
sixth century that it had its effect, as the canons of 553 and later our 
statements on the patriarchate of Jerusalem will show. 

(a) The subject of the incarnation. The most important change to the 
form of the traditional economy of salvation concerned the determination 
of the subject of the incarnation. It was no longer the Logos, the second 
hypostasis of the Trinity, but Christ's pre-existent soul, which first 
received its typically Evagrianist mark only in the Kephalaia Gnostica. It 
becomes the pre-existent nous 'which is united to the knowledge of the 
unity' (Keph. Gnost. I, 77). Because the 'anointing' exists in this union 
through the knowledge, this nous (= soul) is already called 'Christ', 
before the incarnation (Keph. Gnost. IV, 18,21). It itself does not 
belong to the Trinity; it is the 'tree of life', which is planted at the 
fountain of living water, the Trinity, and saturates itself from it (Keph. 
Gnost. V, 69). Thus this nous, with which the Logos is connected but 
not identical, comes into the flesh. 368 It is the mediator between Logos 
and sarx. 

(b) This nous-Christ is the demiurge or mediator of creation. The 
Trinity itself is the creator only of spiritual beings (logikoi); for the 
creation of the corporeal nature or the world it is served by the 
'Christ', that is, the nous which is united by vision to the Logos (Keph. 
Gnost. IV, 58). 

(c) All decisive works of the economy of salvation or of the redemp­
tion, from birth to the descent into Hades, are ascribed to this nous-

367. Por tbis christology see JdChr 13, 561-8 withfurtber literature. 
368. See A. GuiUaumollt, op. cit., 153, D. 98; JelChr 13, 565-8; A. Grillmeier, 'Markos 

Eremita und def Origenismus', in TU 125 (Berlill. 1981),269-72: on the cbristology ofBvQgnus 
(with texts frOrT) tbe commentary on PS5131,7; 44,8; 104,15; 118,3); cf. Ktplt. Gllosi. 
S: VI 14: PO 28, 223. 
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Christ. The death of the Incarnate One as such has no significance. An 
assumption of the flesh into heaven, as is already the case with the 
resurrection of the body, is irrelevant for salvation. For 'the extended, 
material body is incapable of knowledge' and there is connection with 
God only through knowledge (cf. Keph. Gnost. IV, 80). 

(d) From this conception of 'Christ' it follows that all rational beings 
can ascend above natural contemplation to the 'essential gnosis' and can 
thus become Christo;. This idea is the Evagrianist foundation for the 
doctrine of the Isochristo;, which the Palestinian Origenists around 
Nonnus and Theodore Askidas defended. Evagrius himself had expressed 
the same goal with the less pretentious Pauline title 'co-heirs of Christ' 
(Rom 8,17) (Keph. Gnost. III, 72 and IV, 8). Endowed with this 'essential 
knowledge', every nous now has in the same way Christ's prerogatives, 
to be called 'God', to exercise the functions of the demiurge and to create 
new worlds (Keph. Gnost. V, 81).369 

(e) Now the multiplicity which was present with the corporeal world 
is overcome and all rational beings, Christ's nous included, have become 
the perfect henade (Anathema XIV).370 With the annihilation of the 
corporeal, separate existences (hypostases) and number are annulled. At 
the end existence and knowledge are identical. According to A. and 
C. Guillaumont 371 there are in Evagrius elements of Platonism and 
Neoplatonism, Stoicism, Gnosticism and Hellenistic Judaism, but these 
have also been further developed independently. Without a doubt this 
process was continued among the Origenists of the fifth and sixth cen­
turies, in whom there are many aspects reminiscent of Proclus, especially 
in the interpretation of the transition from one to many and the doctrine 
of the henades.372 Not without reason does Abba Cyriacus ask, as Cyril 
of Scythopolis reports, about the 'hell' which spat out these Origenist 
thoughts; they are not from God, 'it is Pythagoras, Plato, Origen, 
Evagrius, Didymus from whom they have borrowed these abominable 

369. PO 28, 211: 'Lorsque Ie /lOllS recevra la scieJlce essentlelle, alors il sera appele aussi Dieu, 
parce qu'j} pourra fonder aussi des moudes vari~s.' There is no talk of this idea in the fifteen 
anathemas, but it certainly figures in the catalog1.le of Abba Cyriacus: d. Cyril Scyth., Vita 
Cyriaci XII: Scllwartz, p. 230,9-10; Festugiere. Les moines d'Orient 111/3, 47 (XII): 'ils disent, 
que dans l'apocatastase, nous serons les egaux du Christ'. 

370. There it reads: 7!avTWV twVAOYIKWV t!\ld~ ,.,fa lUTal. Cf. Gorgemanns-Karpp, Origenes, 
830. 

371. A. and C. Guillaumont, art. 'Evagrius Ponticus', in RAe 6 (1966) (1088-1107), 1104-5; 
idem, art. 'Evagre Ie Pontique', in DSp 4 (1961), 1731-44. 

372. On this development see W. Beierwaltes, Denken des Binen. Studien zur neup14tonischen 
Phi/osophie und ihrer Wirkungsgeschichte (Frankfurt, 1985), esp. the chapters 'Henosis' (123-54); 
'Entfaltung der Einheit. Zur Differenz plotinischen und proklischen Denkens' (155-92). 
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and blasphemous teachings'. 373 The true path of the monk to perfection 
is the 'humble way of Christ', not these frivolous speculations, but 
brotherly love, hospitality, virginity, help for the poor, pSIDnody, long 
vigils, tears of remorse, fasting, prayer, meditation on death. 

373. Cyril Scyth .• Vita Cyriaci XIII: Schwartz, 230; Festugiere, Moines J'Orient 1II/3. 47. 



CHAPTER FOUR 

THE THREE CHAPTERS DISPUTE (544-553) 

The so-called Three Chapters dispute became the most significant and 
at the same time the most contentious theological action of Emperor 
Justinian. 374 

SECTION ONE 

PREHISTORY 

The action involving the three names did not occur by accident. It had 
a prehistory which strongly agitated the East as early as the fifth century, 
a prehistory with several clearly definable initiatives arising from 
different motives. On the surface it was fundamentally a matter of 
condemning the three names: Theodore of Mopsuestia, Theodoret of 

374. For details about the Three Chapters dispute see E. Caspar, Geschichte des Papsttums. Von 
den Anfilngen bis zur Hohe tIer Weltherrsch4Jt, Vol. 2 (TUbingen, 1933), 243-86; C. J. Hefele/H. 
Leclercq, Histoire des conciles d'aprrs les documents originaux, Vol. 3 (Paris, 1909), 1-156; B. 
Schwartz, 'Zur Kirchenpolitik Justinians', in idem, Gesammelte SchriJten IV (Berlin, 1960), 
276-328; W. Pewesin, 'Imperium, Bcclesia universalis, Rom. Der Kampf der afrikanischen Kir­
che urn die Mitte des 6. Jahrhunderts', in Geistige Grundi4gen romischer KirchenpoUtik = FKGG 
11 (Stuttgart, 1937); B. Amann, art. 'Trois-Chapitres', in DTC 15, 1868-1924; H.-M. Diepen, 
Les trois ch4pitres au concile de Ch4lcedoine. Une etude de i4 christologie de l'anatoUe ancienne 
(Oosterhout, 1953); R. Haacke, 'Die kaiserliche Politik in den Auseinandersetzungen urn 
Chalkedon (451-553), in Chalkedon II, 164-77; A. Grillmeier, 'Vorbereitung des Mittelalters', 
in ibid., 806-34; B. K. Chrysos, The Ecclesiastical Policy of Justinian in the Dispute concerning the 
Three Chapters and the Fifth Ecumenical Council (Thessaloniki, 1969) (modem Greek); on this see 
G. Weiss, ByzZ 64 (1971), 373-5; W. de Vries, 'The Three Chapters Controversy', in WuW 
Suppl. 2 (1974), 73-82; F. Carcione, 'La politica religiosa di Giustiniano nella fase conclusiva 
della seconda controversia origenista (543-553). Gli intrecci con la controversia sui Tre Capitoli', 
StRiOrCr 9 (1986), 131-47; R. Schieffer, 'Zur Beurteilung des norditalischen Dreikapitel­
Schismas. Bine uberlieferungsgeschichtliche Studie', ZKG 87 (1976), 167-201; idem, 'Das V. 
6kumenische Konzil in kanonistischer Oberlieferung', ZSavSt.K 90 (1973),1-34; A. C. Outler, 
, "The Three Chapters". A Comment on the Survival of Antiochene Christology', in R. H. 
Fisher (ed.), A Tribute to Arthur Voobus (Chicago, 1977), 357-64; J. Speigl, 'Der Autor der Schrift 
De Sectis uber die Konzilien und die Religionspolitik Justinians', AHC 2 (1970), 207-30; idem, 
art. 'Dreikapitelstreit', in LexMA 3 (1986), 1381-2; P. T. R. Gray, art. 'Justinian, Kaiser 
(ca. 483-565)" in TRE 17, 478-86. 
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Cyrus and Ibas of Edessa. Their number could be added to by names 
like Diodore of Tarsus and other teachers from the Antiochene school. 
The expression 'Three Chapters'37s should be taken first of all in this 
broad sense. 

I. INITIATIVES BETWEEN 432 AND 449 376 WITH SEVERAL CENTRES 

OF ACTION 

1. The centre of Edessa 

The prehistory began with the fight of Bishop Rabbula of Edessa against 
Theodore of Mopsuestia (d. 428) and his supporters in Edessa before the 
peace of 433.3n The driving motive was the complete exclusion of 
Nestorianism. Andrew of Samosata informs us about this in a letter to 
Alexander of Hierapolis;378 his source was probably Ibas of Edessa. who 
reported that Theodore of Mopsuestia had been anathematized by 
Rabbula, and not only Theodore but all who read his writings possessed 
his codices and did not bring them to be burned. Rabbula was a confessor 
of the mia physis.379 He also began his campaign against the 'school of 
the Persians' in Edessa. which was completely aligned with the teaching 

375. F. Carcione, art. cit., 135, n. 17: 'The expression "chapter" is nothing other than the 
... translation of the Latin "capitulum", which corresponds in its tum to the Greek Keq,ci.lalOv. 
In ecclesiastical Greek this expression was synonymous with anathema, and it was in this sense 
that JU5tinian and his contemporaries used it in the case being considered. With his edict [of 
5431 the Emperor wanted to pronounce three anathemas. each correspolldiog to a condemnation 
of the writings of the three accused respectively, whereby the one directed against Theodore 
of Mopsuestia also included his person. Soon, however, the lIame for Justiniao's politico­
ecclesiastical action was used to desigll3te the object of tbi5 action. "Three Chapters" tilell denotecl 
110 longer the three anathemas fOO\lulated by the Emperor, but the accused themselves; hence 
condemnation of the Three Chapters signified acceptance of the Justinianic condemnation, while 
defence of the Three Chapters signified its rejection.' 

376. Cf. M. Richard, 'Acace de Melitene, Proclus de Constantinople et la Grande Armenie', 
in Op. Min. II, no. 50. The main source is the Armelliall 'Book on,ette.n': J. 15miteantz (Tillis. 
1901); M. Tallon, Livre des Lettres (Beirut, 1955); 1. Privold. Tire Incarnatloll. A SllIdy of the 
Doctrine of the Incarnation in the Armenian Church in tI,e 511, alld 61" Ctntllries accordlllg to lire Book 
of Letters (Oslo, Bergen, Troms9, 1981). 

377. There is a detailed prestntation in G. G. Blum, Rabbula VOH Edessa. Der Christ. der Bischof, 
der neologe = CSCO 300. Su'bs.34 (Louvaiu. 1969), 165-95; L. AbramoWlki, 'Oer Streit 
urn Oiodor und Theodor zwischen den beiaen ephesinischen Ko=ilien', ZKG 67 (1955/6), 
252-87. 

378. Andrew Sam., Ep. ad Alex. Hierap. (CPG 6374) from the beginning of 432: ACO I, 
4, 2, 86-7; cf. G. G. Blum, op. cit., 165, nn. 1 and 2. Andrew also puts John of Antioch in 
the picture about it. Cf. 1. Abramowski, art. cit., 254. 

379. ACO I, 4, 2, p. 86,34-35. 
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of Theodore.38O It was there that his scriptural commentaries were 
translated into Syriac (by Qioras, Ibas, Cumas and Probus). According 
to Simeon of Beth Arsam,3Bl Ibas had received the 'Nestorian teaching' 
of Theodoret of Cyrus and had passed it on to the 'school of the Persians' 
(the presbyter EliSa' bar Quzbaye). The Antiochene school thus had a 
great power-base in Edessa. Rabbula believed that in the interests of a 
true christology he had to close the school and expel its teachers and 
students from the city, which probably happened as early as 43VB2 

Hence already in the first phase of the conflict we have the three names 
- Theodore of Mopsuestia, Theodoret and Ibas of Edessa - on whom 
the Three Chapters dispute will concentrate. 

2. The centres of Alexandria and Constantinople 

After the death of Rabbula (dated to 8 August 436) the agitation against 
Theodore was taken up anew by the archimandrite Basil, the deacon 
of Patriarch Proclus. 383 The Patriarch of Constantinople had already 
previously been drawn into the conflict by a synod of the Armenians 
and two of their presbyters. On their own initiative they came with 
criticallibelli and a volume of excerpts from Theodore, 'presumably com­
piled in Edessa or Melitene' ,3B4 to Patriarch Proclus in Constantinople 
in order to ask his judgement on Theodore.385 The result was the 
famous Tomus ad Armenios (435). Theodore's name was suppressed in 
order not to provoke any alarm among the strict supporters of Nestorius 
and in the circles of John of Antioch. 386 The deacon Basil, clearly not 
satisfied with Proclus' 'diplomatic solution of the Armenian affair' (L. 
Abramowski), came to Cyril richly equipped with documents (the Zibelli 
of the Armenians, the Tomus of Proclus and his own writings) to move 
him to an open attack on Theodore. The initiative, however, 

380. On the history of this school see G. G. Blum, op. cit., 169-74, esp.174, n.36; C. 
Schliublin, Untersuchungen zu Methode und Herkunft der Antiochenischen Exegese = Theophaneia 23 
(Cologne, Bonn, 1974), 11-15. 

381. Cf. Assemani, BO I, 203-204. 350; for more information on Simeon see JdChr 11/4, 
311-30. 

382. G. G. Blum, op. cit., 174, n.36. Ibas' exile lasted to the death of Rabbula (436). On 
the discussion about the year of Rabbula's death see 7-8, n. 16. 

383. On this see G. G. Blum, 0p. cit., 19~1 with n. 37; Innocent Maron. (CPG 6847): ACO 
IV, 2, p.68,23-37. 

384. See L. Abramowski, art. cit., 254. 
385. See Liberatus, Brev. 10: ACO II, 5, pp. 110,19-29; 110,31-111,6, with verbatim 

excerpts from Innocent Maron.: ACO IV, 2, p.68,6-14.14-25. 
386. On the prehistory and history of Proclus' Tomus see JdChr 13,729-30, esp. n.9; see 

a correction of my comments in L. Abramowski, art. cit., 266, n. 44a. 



414 CHRIST IN CHRISTIAN TRADITION 

foundered. 387 With his entire original dossier, enlarged by a further 
libellus,388 the deacon then sought to win Proclus for the fight against 
Theodore; this was not successful. A third libellus from the deacon was 
forwarded to Emperor Theodosius II with the same purpose; once again 
this was in vain. 

Another action against Theodore was initiated in 435 by the 
Antiochene deacon and archimandrite Maximus before the Emperor and 
Proclus. 

Instead of direct measures Proclus now sent the Tomus ad Armenios to Antioch with an accom­
panying letter, in which the Orientals were called upon to subscribe, and he included excerpts 
transmitted from Armenia ... The forwarding of the Tomus and the accompanying written 
material provided the occasion for John to summon a synod in Antioch ... This synod 
decided to subscribe the Tomus, but the appended exce~ts were not condemned, because 
they were recognized to be the property of Theodore.3 

3. The centre of Jerusalem 

In 438, while on a journey to Jerusalem, Cyril of Alexandria met a high 
court official, who presented him with a comprehensive indictment with 
many signatures, in which it was reported that the Oriental indeed 
rejected Nestorius, but in his place now honoured Theodore. In a 
letter 390 Cyril communicated that he had written to Antioch that one 
should suppress the 'impious dogmas' of Theodore in the Church. He 
said that after his return to Alexandria the deacon and archimandrite 
Maximus had come to him, depicting in the blackest colours the situation 
in Antioch, and had requested Cyril to intervene in the fight with an 
explanation of the symbol of Nicaea, misinterpreted by the supporters 
of Theodore; Cyril stated that he had done this. This tomus, Cyril said, 
had gone to the Emperor through Maximus in a 'splendid parchment 
volume'. In addition he had written three books against Diodore and 
Theodore.391 Cyril's appeal to Antioch and the reactions there, 
however, threatened to imperil the work of the union of 433. Upon the 

387. ACO IV, 2, p.68,25-28; on this see L. Abramowski, arl. cil., 255. 
388. ACO IV, 2, p.68,28-30; according to Tillemont's proof and the reference of 

Abramowski (255), this second libel/us, whose author is concealed by the title, is preserved in 
the acta of the Council of 553: see actio V, no. 14: ACO IV, 1, pp.83,5-85,5. 

389. L. Abramowski, art. cit., 255-6. 
390. Cyril Alex., Ep. 70 ad Lamp. (CPG 5370): PG 77, 341AC; read out in actio V of 553: 

ACO IV, 1, 86, no. 18. 
391. Cf. Cyril Alex., Ep. 69 ad Acac. Melit. (CPG 5369): PG 77, 337-40, cited in actio V of 

553 (ACO IV, I, 107-8, no. 72). Theodore's seductive 'Nestorianism' (ante litleram) is stressed 
here in sharp words: sicut doclor vult, sic sapil grex (p. 108,13-14). 
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Antiochenes explaining that they would rather be burnt than condemn 
the two church teachers, Diodore and Theodore,392 Cyril made a volte­
face and advocated restraint in order to avoid a schism. Proclus too wrote 
a letter to the deacon Maximus 393 to move him towards moderation 
(he exhorted him as follows: nihil ad confusionem vel tumultum Ecclesiarum 
pacem habentium agi). As with Cyril (Ep. 72), so too with Proclus,394 it 
was recalled that the condemnation of the dead was not admissible. Even 
Emperor Theodosius II had considered this subject, which had been 
brought to him in writing by Proclus or by John of Antioch and his 
synod of 438.395 Accordingly it did not come to an imperial condemna­
tion of Theodore of Mopsuestia. The attempts which we have depicted 
foundered because of the diplomatic ability of John of Antioch 
(d. 441/442) and of the vigilance of Pulcheria.396 The lively cor­
respondence of these years between the two synods of Ephesus was not 
forgotten in 553, as the various documents which were read out at the 
Fifth Council have shown us. 

4. The theatre of Annenia 

Although Rabbula had accepted the peace accord of 433 between Cyril 
of Alexandria and the moderate Antiochenes, he continued the fight 
against Theodore of Mopsuestia and carried it into Armenia (probably 
from as early as 432), because translations of the works of Theodore into 
Armenian had been delivered there through the 'school of the Persians'. 
His associate in this action was Acacius of Melitene, who warned the 
Armenian Patriarch Sahak about Theodore of Mopsuestia and above all 
about Nestorius.397 Here we shall pass over developments in Armenia, 
because these will be dealt with in their own right in the appropriate 
context. 

392. Cf. Cyril Alex., Ep. 72 ad Proclum (CPG 5372): PG 77, 344-5; read out in actio V of 
553: ACO IV, 1, 109-10, nos. 77,78. 

393. Proclus, Ep. 11 ad Maxim . (CPG 5908): in Facundus of Henniane, Pro def. tr. cap. VIII 
II, 5-7: CCL 9OA, 232-3. 

394. Ibid., p.232,51-52; cf. p.234,97-102. 
395. Cf. Theodos. emp., Ad synod. Ant.: Coli. Cas. no. 310: ACO I, 4, 241; Facund. Herm., 

Pro tkj tr. cap. VIII III, 5: CCL 90A, p. 235,41-46; Liberatus, Brev. 10: ACO II, 5, 
p. 112,20-25. 

396. See E. Schwartz, Codex Vaticanus gr. 1431 = ABAW.PH 32, 6 (Munich, 1927), 91-3; 
Facund. Herm., Pro dej Ir. cap. II II, 9-15: CCL 9OA, 46-7 is important. 

397. Cf. Acacius Melit., Ep. ad S. Sahak (CPG 5794); Latin in Richard, Cp. Min. II, no. 50, 
394-6; French in M. Tallon, Livre des Lettres (Beirut, 1955), 29-33; on this, G. G. Blum, op. 
cit., 182-95; L. Abramowski, art. cit., 254. 
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5. Further development 

With the death of Rabbula, in Edessa itself his opponent Ibas occupied 
the episcopal see,398 as a result of which the 'school of the Persians' 
could once again revive, but not without severe internal conflicts in this 
Church.399 

As bishop of Edessa, Ibas had strong opponents, especially among the monks, and in particular 
the monk Bar~auma400 from the monastery Basmul, who died probably in 457/458. The 
opposition agitated against him in Antioch, Alcxandria and Constantinople, and accused him 
before Emperor Theodosius U of heresy and the misappropriation of ecclesiastical property. A 
commission established by the Empewr, consisting of the bishops Photius of Tyre, Bustathius 
of Beirut and Uranius of Himeria, investigated the reproaches ill the early pm of 449 at Beirut 
and Tyee. These inquiries, however, ended with an acquittal for Ibas (CPG 8902 [3J). 

An exhibit in the Three Chapters dispute would be a letter of Ibas 
to Mari-401 which had been written in 433 after the establishment of 
peace between Cyril and the Orientals. In this the author depicted the 
discord which had arisen in the Oriental Church after the Council of 
Ephesus (431).402 The writing provoked the fiercest opposition in the 
followers of Rabbula in Edessa (to 449). 

In Edessa it ended up in a new hearing under the Comes Theodosius, at which Ibas' letter to 
Mari and the accusations from Beirut were read out.403 

Statements of Ibas were circulated with the intention of making him 

398. See 1. Hallier, Untersuchungen aber die Edessenische Chronik mit dem syrischen Text und 
einer Obersetzung = TU 9, 1 (Leipzig, 1892), 110, no. LIX etc.; G. G. Blum, op. cit., 
196, n. 1. 

399. See. G. G. Blum, op. cit., 196-207. 
400. See A. Voobus, History of AscetieulII III lire Syrian Oriell' n = CSCO 197, Subs. 17 (Lou­

vain, 1960), 196- 208. According to a letter of Emperor Theodosius II (ACO II, 1, no. 48, p. 71) 
to Bars3uma of 14 Ml\y 449, he is cognizant of the fact that in the Anatolian cities there are 
several bishops with 'Nestorian impiety'. 

401. On the person of Mari see M. van Esbroeck, 'Who is Mari, the addressee of Ibas' letter?', 
JTS 38 (1987), 129-35. On the basis of the discovery of a letter from 452, written in Arabic, 
van Esbroeck can prove as fairly certain that the Persian Mari came to know Ibas in the school 
of Edessa, that later he became a Sleepless Monk in the Eirenaion, and finally was archimandrite 
in a monastery in the vicinity of the Eirenaion. This position is contrary to that of G. G. Blum, 
op. cit., 166-7. 

402. Ibas Edess., Ep. ad Marim Persam (CPG 6500-1): Greek translation: ACO II, 1, 3, 
pp. 32-4 (391-3); Latin translation: (a) ACO II, 3, 3, pp. 39-43 (478-82) (versio antiqua); (b) 
ACO IV, 1, 138-40 (from the acta of Constantinople II [553]); (c) CCL 90A (Facundus of 
Hermiane) 170-3. 

403. See CPG 9013; the christologically suspect propositions are found in G. G. Blum, 
0p. cit., 199-202. 
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appear to be a 'Nestorian'.404 The altercation reached its climax at the 
synod summoned in Ephesus in 449 by Emperor Theodosius II. 

The Council was occasioned in part by the unrest in Edcssa about Ibas. In the imperial document 
summoning it a prior decision against him had been pronounced.405 The proceedings and hear­
ings of Beirut and Edessa were discussed again at Ephesus and the letter to the Persian Mari 
was read out.406 

Ibas was then deposed as bishop and excluded from the ecclesial 
community.407 Together with him Theodoret of Cyrus, Domnus of 
Antioch (CPG 8938 [6] and [7J) and lrenaeus of 1yre were divested of 
episcopal office and banished from the Church (22 August 449). 

The basis for the Three Chapters dispute in the sixth century, 
however, was laid at the Council of Chalcedon through the revocation 
of the condemnation of 449 and the rehabilitation of Theodoret of Cyrus 
(26 October 451) and Ibas of Edessa (26 and 27 October).408 

II. A PROPOSAL OF EMPEROR JUSTINIAN IN 532 

At the end of the doctrinal dialogue of 532 Justinian had proposed a 
compromise,409 viz., accepting Chalcedon to safeguard correct under­
standing. He pronounced, however, a condemnation of Diodore of 
Tarsus, Theodore of Mopsuestia, Theodoret of Cyrus and Ibas of Edessa, 
but also of Nestorius on the one side and of Eutyches on the other, which 
was intended to mollify the Chalcedonians.41o This proposal did not 

404. The reproaches against Ibas contained tbe misunderstandings which prior to Ephesus 
(431) were customary ill the struggle about the correct linguistic usage regarding the communicalio 
idiomatum between Alexandrians and Antiocbencs. See IdCh, 13

, 731- 7 (the trial of Eutyches 
and tilc Synod of Ephesus [J (4491). 

405. cr. J. PlcrnrQing. Akte" rlcr eplle$/IIuclICII SYllode VOIII 449, syris,,. IIIlt G. Hoffma""s deutsche, 
Oberselzlmg I/Ild Stille" Allmcrktmgelt /ierallrgege./xiI/ = AGWG.PH 15, 1 (Berlin, 1917): the 
Emperor's decree concerning Jbas: 5-7; P. Haase, AI/christlidle Klrcitellgesclllcltte Mell orietrllllischell 
QlleUe" (Leipzig, 1925), 293ff. 

406. See]. Flemming, op. cit., 14-21 (Rclatio d~ lba prima); 20-33 (Re/ulio de lba ltcwtda) accor­
ding to CPG 8938 (1) e and f; the reading out of the letter to MtIri: ibid., (1) g: Flemming, 32-55. 

407. See CPG8938 (1) b; J. Flemming, op, clr., 54-69. cf. G. G. Blwn, op. cit., 200-1. 
408. See A. Schllnmctzer. 'Zeit tafel', nos. 121- 124, in Clllt lkedoll II, 951. We should note that 

the te:d of dlc Ict\cr ofIba., was Dot commented on at Cbalcedon itself. Cf. ACO II, 1,3,32-3. 
409. See above, p. 247. In this context we also recall Leontius of Byzantium's disowning of 

Tbeodore of Mopsuenia: PG 86, 1360D. Cf. E. Schwartz, 'Zur Kirchenpolitik Justinians', in 
Ges. Schriften IV, 300, n.2. 

410. See S. P. Brock, 'The conversations with the Syrian Orthodox under Justinian (532)" 
OCP47 (1981), 116-17. 
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spring from his hostility towards the Antiochenes, nor from a particular 
interest in the condemnation, but was driven by the determination to 
bring about the union of post-Chalcedonian parties which were denounc­
ing each other. Even though this proposal was not accepted, it still 
showed the Emperor's theological uncertainty, and the ease with which 
he was prepared to relinquish the strict-Chalcedonian position in favour 
of a compromise, without demanding that the Severans accept the 
substance of the Chalcedonian definition. What he demanded after the 
Syrians' statement was precious little:411 

'They should accept the synod at Chalcedon as far as the expulsion of Eutyches was concerned, 
but they need not accept the definition of the faith made there ... ' The Severans close their 
report with the meaningful statement: 'These things failed to persuade the orthodox.' 

In order to restore the unity of faith, the Emperor was prepared to 
sacrifice a great deal - but without success. 

411. Ibid., with the revised translation of B. L. Add. 12155, translated by F. Nau in PO 13, 
192--{j. 



SECTION TWO 

COURSE AND RESUL T 

The central action against the Three Chapters was the Fifth Ecumenical 
Council, the Second Council of Constantinople from 5 May to 2 
June 553. The occasion, the course and the subsequent history of this 
Synod were bound to stir up the entire Imperial Church in East and 
West. In point of fact it was a question of the Emperor's aim, through 
a new interpretation of Chalcedon, to win over the Severans and still 
to save the Eusebian and Constantinian ideal of imperial unity. However, 
there were parties at work in Constantinople who knew how to make 
Justinian's undertaking a massive game of intrigue for their own 
purposes.412 

I. 'REVENGE POR ORIGEN' 

In spite of the condemnation of Origenism in 543, Theodore Askidas 
had been able to remain doggedly in his position at court in order to 
continue working for his party or sect. Mter his opponent, the papal 
apocrisian'us Pelagius, had left the field by returning to Rome, he could 
bring his influence to bear on the Emperor unchallenged. 

Theodore had subscribed the Emperor's first decree against the 
Origenists, probably also from the conviction that the real Origenism 
had not yet been fatally hit. Still he must have been aware that further 
information and petitions from Palestine against his supporters and their 
real <heresy' would reach the Emperor. 41l For this reason he devised the 

412. Libmtus. Brev. 24: ACO n, 4. pp. 140,13-141,11, reports iu detail about the rt'Jle of 
Theodore Askidas. bishop of Caemca in Cappadocia (A CO IV, 3, 2 ~ 2, p. 457a). In Q writing 
of 14 August 551 (E. Schwartz, VigilillSbriefl:= SBAW 1940. 2 (Munich, 1940), 10-15). Pope 
Vigil.ius complained agitatedly against the doings of Theodore Askicbs: for instance, p. 9,27 (auc. 
lor lollus scom/ali); p. 15,20 (IIDvm mor TlleoJon) . In this writing Vigillus declared Theodore 
deposed as bishop (po 14.14- 20), but this had no effect. Theodo~e Askidas was wiruess to the 
oath that Pope VigillU5 swore before Justinian on 15 August 550 (ACO lV, 1, no. 11, 198-9). 
condemning the Three Chapters; Theodore's stance against (bas at the Council of 553: ACO 
IV. 1. no. 9, pp. 143,14-146.32; his condemnation of the Three Chaptets: ACO IV, 1. p. 222 
(8). Cf. E. Schwartz, 'Zur Kirchenpolitik Jllstinians', 50-71. 

413. PacuDdus of Hermiane, Pro dif. Ir. Clip. I, lI, 3-4: CCL 9OA, 8-9, CODsidlll's in detail 
the intentions of the Origenis! Domitian, bishop of Ancyra, and his accomplices (like Theodore 
Askidas). He speaks of tbe filror of these crypto-Origerusts about the coudemnatioll of 543, and 
of their endeavour to bring the Church into a state of confusl.oll. As testimony to this he adduces 
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plan to use all means to direct the Emperor's eagerness for theological 
decisions away from Origenism, towards a target which in the Church 
of Constantinople could always claim immediate interest,414 namely the 
continuation of the fight against Nestorius by using the names of 
Theodore of Mopsuestia, Theodoret of Cyrus and Ibas of Edessa. The 
attack on Theodore of Mopsuestia was all the more striking as he had 
already been forgotten within the borders of the Imperial Church. 415 

As the great authority, he continued to have an effect on the Nestorians 
who had emigrated to Persia. On that account Chalcedon could not 
really be suspected of concealing Nestorianism under the name of 
Theodore of Mopsuestia. The dangerous nature of this name had its 
effect indirectly, namely through Theodoret and Ibas. Both had been 
deposed by the Synod of Ephesus II (449), and in contrast had once again 
been restored to office by Chalcedon and admitted to the Synod. The 
misdemeanour of Theodoret consisted in having composed several 
writings against Cyril or the Council of Ephesus. 416 More than 
Theodoret's name, however, that ofIbas was sullied by the letter to Mari 
already referred to. In order to demonstrate that this letter was heretical, 
the person and work of Theodore of Mopsuestia had to be anathe­
matized, for Ibas' letter contained an unambiguous laudatio of the bishop, 
who had died in peace with the Church. 417 What were fatal were the 
characterization of Theodore as 'teacher of the Church' and the high­
lighting of his ongoing effectiveness in distant Persia. From there a secret 
weapon against Chalcedon could also be forged. 

Theodore Askidas, however, knew the situation too well to attack 

Domitian's libel/lIS to Pope Vigilius (CPG 6990), in which the bishop confessed deo extorquente: 
qllod rillS complites Origellialli, cum uidtft llt 11011 se posse proprilH1I dogma defendere, neque sibi qUidquam 
spel de cOIif/lelll resial1!, ad uhion.em eorum quae cOll/ra Origenem gesto sunt, haec Eec/esiae scandala 
commoverunt. In contrast to this G. Every, 'Was Vigilius a Victim or an Ally of Justinian?', 
Hey] 20 (1979), 257-66, is inclined to consider that the Origenists were not the instigators of 
the Three Chapters dispute (264). 

414. On the Byzantines' passion for orthodoxy see B. lourdas, 'Intellectuals, Scholars and 
Bureaucrats in the Byzantine Society', Kleronomia 2 (1970), 272-92. 

415 . PacundllS Herm., C. Mocian., 63: CCl90A, p.415,536-538; PL 67, 866C: nunc in 
praeiudiclll11l magnae sYliodi Chalcedonensis resusdtotur eius quaestio ante centum et viginti annos finito 
el obllvlolli 111m trad/ta. 

416. Theodoret Cyr., Impugnatio XII anathematismorum Cyrilli (CPG 6214); ubri V contra 
Cyrillum et condlium Ephesinum (Pentalogus) (CPG 6215); Pro Diodoro et Theodoro (CPG 6220); see 
]dChr 13

, 692-700. 
417. Ibas Edess., Ep. ad Marim Persam, here according to Facundus Herrn., Pro def. tr. Clip. 

VI, III, 11: CCl90A, p. 171,74-78 (among those pursued by Rabbula were also teachers who 
were already dead): qllllrulll IIIIIIS est beatus Theodorus, praeco veritotis et doctor Ecclesiae, qui non solum 
III sua "i/Il colapliiz'/VII IwerBII,'os per veritotem suae fidei, sed et post mortem spiritolia arma in /ibris 
propriis talesiae fiUIs iladlqllil . 
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Chalcedon directly and openly. Neither the Emperor nor the people of 
Constantinople nor the supporters of the Council in the Great Church 
in general could have collaborated in this. Hence Theodore invented 
the thesis that !bas' letter had not been written by him at all; he 
successfully convinced the Emperor of this. In this way the restoration 
of Ibas by Cbalcedon could also not be blamed on the Council, and the 
Emperor was free to anathematize the heretical composition of unknown 
origin, without riling the Cbalcedonians. Thus to all appearances the 
condemnation of the Three Chapters served only to win back the 
Miaphysites. Nevertheless, Justinian denied later to the East Illyrian 
bishops, whose opposition was expressed in a synodal writing, that 
the condemnation of the 'Three Chapters' should be understood as a 
concession to the Severans.418 He emphasized that in the mst place 
he reacted ~ this way on account of the intrinsic godlessness of the 
Tluee Chapters themselves, and on account of the danger that they 
would serve as camouflage for genuine Nestorianism, which in this way. 
with the suppression of the name of Nestorius, would infiltrate the 
Church.m 

II. THE INDIVIDUAL DECREES OF THE EMPEROR IN THE QUESTION 

OF THE THREE CHAPTERS BEFORE THE FIFTH ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 

1. IIJ damtJatiolJem mum capitulorum (CPG6881) 

In a first treatise Emperor Justinian accepted the plan thought out by 
Theodore Askidas, and pronounced the threefold anathema: 

(a) against the person of Theodore of Mopsuestia together with 
his works; 

(b) against the anonymous letter to the Persian Mari and anyone who 
claimed that the author was Ibas of Edessa; 

(c) against Theodoret's writings against Cyri1.420 

418. Justinian cmp., Ep. (. tria caplrliia (549/550) (CPG 6882): Schwart2, Dre; Jogm. Schriften 
(1939), pp. 47,26-48,5; PG 86, 1043CD; see especially ·the sentence: he says he uttered the 
threefold condemnation, 'so that the will of tbose is (u1/iUed who would have separated 
themselves from the catholic Church'. 

419. Ibid.: Schwartz, op. cit. , p.47.30-33; PG 86, 1043D. 
420. Justinian cmp., In i1DmnotiOlltlll Irlilm {apftll /on"'l (CPG 6881), from the ycar 544/545, 

i~ only extant in excerpts: in R. Scllwartz, 'Zor Kirchenpolitik. Justiniall8', in Ges. Scllrifrell IV, 
Appendix, 321-8, with additions to W . Pewesin, Impmllm, Ecclesia 1lIIllIcnall5, ROlli 

(Stuttgart, 1937), 150-8, with an evaluation of P3cundus Hcnn., Pro defe'lSione lril/m ,apl/I/lon",r 
libri XlI (CPL 866); CCL 9OA, 3-398; Amdotti-Migliardi Zingale, Scrit/i reoleg/d, 129-35 (on 
the basis of the edition in CeL 90A) Witll nineteen certain fragments and an uncertain one from 
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This first treatise did not attain great significance, was not included 
in a contemporary collection, and has been lost in its entirety. More 
informative will be the citations which first appear in the totality of 
Facundus' defensio. 

2. Justinian's letter against the Three Chapters (CPG6882)421 

This letter is probably addressed to the episcopal participants of an 
Illyrian synod422 who had refused to subscribe the edict of 543/544. 
Justinian's reply is a good introduction to the manner in which he had 
accepted the ideas of Theodore Askidas. Two main areas illustrate the 
Emperor's argumentation: (a) he is determined factually to incriminate 
the Three Chapters; and (b) he energetically wards off the objection that 
the action against the Three Chapters is directed against Chalcedon. 

(a) The incrimination of the Three Chapters 
The Emperor reacts in a quite agitated way to the lllyrian writing 423 

and shows that he is convinced of the heresy of the Three Chapters (PG 
86, 1045A). Whoever defends them would openly contradict the Synod 
of Chalcedon, deceive the simple and deliver the Christian people to 
schism (pG 86, 1045AB). It would be particularly misleading to 
characterize Cyril as an Apollinarian (ibid., C), as the letter of Ibas also 
claimed (PG86, 1047A, 1049C). The Emperor says that whoever defends 
this letter makes himself guilty of the two~persons teaching, like 
Theodore of Mopsuestia and Nestorius (PG 86, 1051BC). 

It is typical of Justinian to adduce the Unus ex sanctae Trit,itatis personls 
to ward off this teaching of two persons (PG 86, 1053D). We should 
note that the letter of lbas is condemned because he is said to reproach 
Cyril on account of the mia-physis formula, but falsely interprets it as 
mixing divinity and humanity (PG 86, 1055A). Cyril, Justinian main-

Facundus. B. E. Daley, 'The Origenilm of Leootlus of Byzantium', JTS 27 (1976) (333-69), 
334, sees in Justinian's first edict .agllinst the Three Chapters still 'a part of his [Leontius'] legacy' , 
although Leontius died shortly before its publication. See below on the Council of 553. 

421. B. Schwartz, Drei dogmalisc/Je Scltrlfitl' JllSlilliarrr = ABAW.PH 18 (MUnich, 1939), 
47-69; Ame1otti-Migliardi Zingale, Suitll teologicl, SllbsMla 11, 81-121 (= the Greek text of 
Schwartz). with a Latin translation; PG 86. 1041- 95: PL 69, 275- 327: a Germ.an translation (0£ 
Schwartz. 47) by H .-G. Beck, Byzarrtinisches Lesebllell (Munich, 1982). 223-4. 

422. Cf. Victor TumlUD .• Ch,oll. (549): Mommsen, in MeR, all,t. am. X1I2. p.202,6: an 
IlIyrulO synod WTote to Emperor Justinian . 

423. Cf. the introduction to CPG 6882: Schwartz, p. 47,11-17: PG 86, 1043B: several times 
he labels the bishops as men without education (ogrestes. agroikoi). See H.-G. Beck, op. cit., 223-4. 
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tains, meant nothing other than that 'in Christ there is one hypostasis 
or person of the divinity and humanity' (PG 86, 1055B).424 

In all Three Chapters Justinian finds the teaching of two persons. It 
is in this sense that he interprets Theodore's formula: 'two natures, one 
power of God, one person'.425 The letter of Ibas repeats this teaching.4u 

It is not necessary to follow any further in its Justinianic version this 
historical interpretation of the Antiochene teaching, which was directed 
above all to warding off Apollinarianism. m The Emperor makes no 
effort to incorporate the historical situation of the Antiochene 
christology into his judgement of it . This would also have contradicted 
the interests of TheodoJ;e Askidas, who indeed aimed at the condemna­
tion of the three capita. Thus the rift between the Antiochenes and the 
Alexandrians, in spite of all the Emperor's attempts to secure union, was 
reopened. The union of 433, which Ibas had expressly confessed, was 
invalidated. 

What was new, however, and insinuated by Theodore Askidas, was 
the Emperor's often repeated claim that Ibas had not at all composed 
the letter to Mari ascribed to him. It was stated that it had been foisted 
upon him.428 The Emperor incorporated this assumption too into his 
interpretation of the Chalcedonian rehabilitation of Ibas. 

Justinian attempts to prove the anonymity of the letter of lbas: Iba.s swore that after 433 he 
had not written anything against Cyril (cf. Schwartz, op. cit. , no. 63, p. 64,29-33). The letter 
to Mari, however, was written after 433. Hence [bas is not implicated in the authorship 
(p. 64,34-35). The Synod condemned the contents of the letter, which it also vainly demanded 
from lbas. For this reason he w~s deposed (p. 65,2-5). 

In contrast we s.hould note that in sessions X and XI of the Council of Chalccdon 429 on 26 
and 27 October 451, the reports of Tyre (CPG 8903) and of Beirut (CPG 8902) and the relatio 

424. In this context. in opposition to Cyril and Severos, however, Justinian distinguishes 
clearly between the concepts plrysis and hypostasis (PG 86, 1055Bl1-14). He also tries to find 
this distinction already in Cyril (ibid., CD). He says that in contrast Theodore of Mopsuestia 
took the term 'nature' fOT 'person', and in this way came to his teaching of two persons 
(1073AB). 

425. cr. Schwartz. Drol daglll. Sclirijtell, 110.49, p.59,23-25; no. 51. 1'. 60. 
426. Cf. ACO IV, 1, no. 3, p. 138,27-28: d,/Ut "a/Unle, UIUJ vir/us, una pmOIIll. quod ell linus 

filius domilUlS /I!SlIS ChrirtllS. With regard to this Justinian says that the result is the tellchillg 
of two persons,: Schwartz. op. cil., no. 49. p. 59,34-35; PG 86, 1071C. Cf. Schwart7., no. 61, 
p. 63,32-35, 

427. See JdC},r e. 610-34, 692-707. 
428. Schwartz,op. d/ .• p. 48.14: 'the so-called letter of Ibas'; p. 52,28-29; d. PG 86. 1045C. 

1055Dj see especially, however, Schwartz, no. 63, pp.64,22- 65,22; PG 86, 1081D-l085A. 
429. See A. Schiinrnetzer, 'Zcittafc:l'. in Glra/kedor, n, 951. nos. 122. 124; CPG 9011, 9013; 

the numbering of the actiones in .<1" reads IX and X; ACO II, 1, 3, pp. 11-16, 16--42. The 
Latin translation: II, 3, 3. pp. 15-20, 20-52. 
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of the clergy of Edessa were read out (CPG 9013[2]), but also the incriminated letter of Ibas,430 
without any doubt being expressed about its authenticity. 

The fabrication of the inauthenticity of the letter of Ibas is devoid of any foundation. 

(b) The condemnation of the Three Chapters - no renunciation 
of Chalcedon 

Justinian then replied to the Illyrians' claim that through the condemna­
tion of the letter of Ibas 'the definition of Chalcedon will suffer damage' 
(PG 86, 1079C). How did the Emperor attempt to rebut this objection, 
which he took very seriously?431 

(i) In order to dispel any doubt about his fidelity to Chalcedon from 
the very beginning, Justinian expressly confessed that Chalcedon was 
orthodox and that the ecumenical councils numbered four. 

This was established by the definitions of the holy Synod of Chalcedon; the Synod expressed 
no novelty against the f.aith. Rather ill over and in everything it followed the confe5sion 
of faith which the Lord g~ve through 1m holy 3PQstles and which the holy apostles pro­
claimed. the 318 holy Fathers handed 00 to God's Church aud the 150 Fathets f3tified by 
the: dogmatic explanation about the divini.ty of the Holy Spirit. This IiUth too is followed 
by the holy Fathers who gathered at the earlier Council of Ephesus. The holy Council 
of Chalcedon, however. anathematized those who handed on another symbol or another 
explanation of faith beyond that presented by the 318 Fathers.432 

(ii) The person of Ibas and his reinstatement in office are not an 
incrimination of Chalcedon, because at first the Council was summoned 
without Ibas, and the bishop manifested a new attitude towards the 
Fourth Council. He distanced himself from the letter to Mari 433 and by 
doing so released, as it were, this letter for condemnation without 
Chalcedon being incriminated by this.434 

Admittedly this letter from beginning to end oozes impiety (asebeia) and hybris vis-a-vis 
Cyri1.435 

How can one defend Chalcedon better than by teaching the opposite 
of the so-called letter of Ibas and of Theodore's letters? Against their 

430. Ibas Edess., Ep. ad Marim Persam: Greek: ACO II, 1, 3, pp.32,9-34,27; Latin: ACO 
II, 3, 3, pp.39,26-43,2; ACO IV, 1, pp. 138,6-140,23. 

431. Cf. Justinian emp., Ep. c. tria Cllplt.: Schwartz, 63-6; PG 86. 1079D- I087A. 
432. Ibid.: Schwartz, p. 64,4-11; PG 86, 108lDC. The conciliar decision excluding any further 

fannul:! of faith (going beyond that of 325), wbich had been taken at Epbesm (431) 
(d. DEC 65, ·65) and which had been raised repeatedly by the traditionalists ag:tinst Chalcedon, 
was also in fact formulated by the Council of 451. This was also intended to acquit the COUllcil 
of Cha!cedon. Cf. ACO 11, 1, 2, p. 130 (326), 4-11 . 

433. Schwartz, op. cit., p.65,18-22; PG 86, 1083D-I085A. 
434. Cf. Schwartz, op. cit., p.64,29-36; PG 86, 1083AB. 
435. Schwartz, op. cit., p.65,35-36; PG 86, 1085C. 
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teaching of two persons 'the Synod maintains the hypostatic union 
(kath'hypost4sin ],enosin) of the two natures and proclaims one person (pro­
sopon) or rather the one hypostasis of Christ, of the only-begotten Son 
of God'. 436 In everything the Synod of Chalcedon follows the First 
Council of Ephesus, honours Cyril with the titles 'Father' and 'Teacher', 
and confirms that synodal letter to which are appended the twelve 
chapters (anathemas).m 

(iii) Chalcedon, however, is also not implicated by the alleged letter 
of Ibas, because the parts of the acta which contain it do not belong to 
the authentic acta of Chalcedon as these were preserved in Rome, in the 
Patriarchate and imperial palace of Constantinople.438 The proscribed 
letter is in contradiction to the definition of Chalcedon and does not 
belong to it. Hence its condemnation cannot implicate the Fourth 
Council. 

In his conclusion the Emperor once again makes the 'rustic' bishops 
ofTIlyrium aware of their backwardness. He criticizes their ekthesis pisteos 
(of 549). They should either study the Fathers or be silent. Justinian also 
rejects the presumption of prescribing how the Emperor should respond 
to the Egyptian Patriarch Zoilus. The bishops should now be quite clear, 
for Justinian writes that whoever defends Theodore of Mopsuestia and 
his writings, the alleged letter of Ibas and Theodoret's writings which 
were directed against right faith, should be reckoned among the heretics. 
and is excluded from the catholic Church whose head is Christ, the 
only-begotten Son of God.439 

3. Emperor Justinian's edict of 551 (CPG6885) 

With the decision of Empress Theodora to carry through the con­
demnation of the three capita by bringing Pope Vigilius from Rome to 
Constantinople (22 November 545) the Three Chapters dispute entered 
its really tragic phase, which was severely damaging for the Church in 

436. Schwartz, op. cit., p.63,34-35; PG 86, 1081AS-8. Cf. JdChr 13
, 758-9. 

437. What is meant is Cyril's third letter to Nestorius (CPG 5317). At Ephesus, however, 
no vote was taken on this letter. it was only read out and included in the acta: ACO I, 1, 
2, pp.36,19-20,26. At Chalcedon as well, corresponding to the union of 433, one could Dot 
have recourse to Cyril's third letter to Ncstorlus and his anatheJIUs. Thus at Chal.ceaon there 
was tlO c3tiSG'lrion of the twelve anathemas. On the symbol ofPs. Theodore of Mopsuestia which 
was condemned at Ephesus (431) (ACO I, 1, 7, pp.97,26-100,4), and subsequently at 
Chalcedon, see CPG 3871. 

438. Schwartz, op. cit., p.66,13-23 (no. 65); PG 86, 1087AB. 
439. On the whole subject cf. Schwartz, op. cit., nos. 80-81, p.69; PG 86, 1093C-I095B. 
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East and West. 440 The Pope arrived in Constantinople only on 25 
January 547. On the way to the East he had sojourned in Sicily until 
the summer of 546 and had received there numerous petitions of the 
Sardinian and African bishops, urging him not to condemn the Three 
Chapters. The Roman clergy had also expressed this warning at his 
departure. 441 On his arrival in the Imperial City the Pope excom­
municated Patriarch Menas and deposed him. The excommunication 
applied to all the other signatories of the condemnation of 544/545 
(CPG6881).442 However, on 29 June 547, at the request of Empress 
Theodora,443 the Pope and the Patriarch were reconciled. In the middle 
of June 547 Vigilius secretly condemned the Three Chapters in two iden­
tically worded letters to the Emperor and the Empress (CPG [9336]), 
letters which Justinian later had read out at the Council of 553 (Actio 
VII).#! The so-called Iudicatum of the Pope, a document of 11 April 
548 (CPG [9337]),445 in which he communicated to Patriarch Menas his 
condemnation of the Three Chapters, admittedly while still adhering 
to Chalcedon,446 was intended to playa special role. Yet the West, 
especially Africa, saw in this Iudicatum a renunciation of Chalcedon. The 
opposition to it was so fierce that Vigilius had to request the Emperor 
to return the document to him to be annulled. 447 The freedom of 
action which the Pope had hoped for and which he thought he had 

440. See R. Haacke, 'Die kaiserliche Politik in den Auseinandersetzungen urn Chalkedon 
(451-553)" in Chalkedotl II, 95-177, especially 166-74. Cf. E. Schwartz, 'Zur Kirchenpolitik 
Justinians', 308. 

441. Facundus Herm., Pro de] tr. cap. IV, III,S: CCl90A, 122. 
442. His apocrisiarius Stephen had separated himself from communion with Patriarch Menas 

immediately after his acceptance of the decree: Facundus Herm., op. cit., IV, III, 4: CCl90A, 
122. In nos. 4-7 the African depicts how the West joined forces against this Three Chapters 
affair. 

443. Cf. Theophanes, Chrotl. A. M. 6039: de Boor, p. 225,25-28. According to E. Schwartz, 
'Zur KirchenpolitikJustinians', Ges. Schrijten IV, 309, n. 3, the Empress did not have any 'strong 
interest in the dispute'. She died on 28 June 548. 

444. Cf. ACO IV, 1, 187-8; cf. CPl1694. Numerous Western bishops, worked on by 
Theodore Askidas, also subscribed. 

445. Iudicatum Vigi/ii ppae (frag.): CA, ep.83: CSEl35/1, 316-17, ACO IV, 1, 
pp. 11,21-12,6. 

446. Vigilius later spread it about that he had been forced to produce the iudicatum and that 
he had been insufficiently informed. On the Western reaction to this iudicatum see E. Schwartz, 
'Zur Kkcheupolitik Justinians', Ges. Schrijten IV, 310-13. The Pope's fiercest opponent was the 
deacon Rusticus, who revealed how the iudicatum came about. Probably even before 550 Vigilius 
was fOmllllly excoD\municated by an African synod because of his condemnation of the Three 
Chapters. A defence of these Three Chapters was brought before the Emperor: Victor Tunnun.: 
Mommsen, p. 202,12; Facundus Herm., C. Mociatlum: CCl90A, 401-12, nos. 2, 24, 48, 50. 

447. Cf. Vigilius, Constitut.: CA, ep.83, no. 297: CSEl35, 315; E. Amann, art. 'Trois­
Chapitres', in DTC 15, 1895-6. 
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regained, he surrendered definitively, however, on 15 August 550, by 
having to swear before Justinian, Theodore Askidas and the patricius 
Cethegus on the four gospels and the nails of the cross that he would 
work towards the condemnation of the Three Chapters in the sense of 
the Emperor and that he would inform him of all the actions of the 
opposing party. 448 In the meantime the Emperor attempted to improve 
his argumentation against Theodore of Mopsuestia and his posthumous 
condemnation. From one of the synods summoned at Mopsuestia (17 
July 550) he hoped to learn when the dead bishop had been struck from 
the diptychs there.449 In this way he hoped to show that the damnatio 
post mortem had already been practised. 

The Emperor attempted to use his previous method of attaining a goal 
by means of edicts on a final occasion by his confessio fidei of June 
551.450 It is the last great document in the Three Chapters dispute 
before the Council of 553. From it we can ascertain two facts: one about 
the state of Justinian's christology before the Council of 553, the other 
about the then current basis for condemning the Three Chapters. One 
is closely related to the other. 

The Eusebian-Constantinian ideal of unity as a motive for a com­
prehensive homologia is proclaimed in the document from the first line. 
The explanation of the trinitarian doctrine presents no special problem 
(Schwartz, p. 72,13-28; PG 86, 993D-995B). The christological remarks 
dominate the confessio (Schwartz, 72-90; PG86, 995-1013); then there 
follow thirteen Kephalaia (capita) which will be of particular interest 
to us. 

In our last discussion of a truly christological document, the dogmatic 
letter to Zoilus (CPG 6879), we were able to establish that Justinian 
still embraced strict-Chalcedonian christology. Now our attention is 

448. Yigilii iuramentum (CPG [9342)): ACO IV, 1. 198-9. Cf. Vigilius. Ep. ad univ. populum 
(5 February 552) (CPG [9346]): Schwartz, Yigiliusbriefe, pp.4,26-5,1. 

449. CPG9340; ACO IV, 1, 115-30. In one letter to Justinian and in another to Vigilius 
it was ironically reported that in the list of former bishops no Theodore was to be found, but 
there was certainly a Cyril. It was also claimed, however, that a Cyril had never been bishop 
of Mopsuestia. Thus it was alleged that the name of Cyril was put into the diptychs in the 
place of the heretic Theodore. Cf. ACO IV, 1, 129-30. no. 65. 

450. Justinian emp., Corifessio fidei (CPG 6885) : B. Schwartz, Drti dogmat. &"r/ften 
JuslilliallS = ABAW.PH 18 (Munich , 1939), 72- 111; this text with its vellia lat. n/lliqlUl in 
Amelotti- MiglWd.i Zingale, Set;lti tcologiei, Subsidin fl. 129-69. Cf. R. Sohieffer. 'Zue iateiuiJellen 
Obed iefcruo8 von Kaiser JU5tiniaDS 'Opo)"oy(a Tflc; 6pOqC; n(utllw c; (Edle/llm dt rcelll fld~) ' . 
Klerollamia 3 (1971). 285-301; idcm. 'Noclunals :tor Oberlieferung voo Justinians '0. T. O. n. 
(Edict. dt reclujlJe)', K lertmomin 4 (1972) , 267- 84. O ur citatioD$ here follow Schwartz and PG 86. 
993-1035. 
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directed to the formulas and concepts which he utilizes 1D the new 
document. 

(a) The distinction between hypostasis and physis also in the oikonomia 
In a way different from Severus, Justinian takes over the distinction be­
tween hypostasis and physis (ousia) from the trinitarian formula to use it 
also for the oikonomia, that is, for christology in the framework of the 
Chalcedonian teaching of the one hypostasis in two natures, the mia physis 
being rejected.451 In the Trinity there is one nature (physis or ousia) and 
three hypostases (Latin: subsistetltiae). Arius alone confesses three natures 
in God. 452 From the three hypostases in the Trinity only one entered 
into composition with the flesh. 453 Because there are not three natures 
(physeis) in the Trinity, so too no one can say that 'one of the three 
natures is composed with the flesh'. which once again is directed against 
the mia physis. 454 Justinian defines the termini of the sYllthesis well: it 
happened not from nature to nature, but &om divine subject (hypost.tlsis) 
to created nature. For this reason too the Emperor does not like the 
so-called body-soul analogy for explaining the synthesis in Christ, for this 
expresses a synthesis of nature to nature. He knows of its appearance 
in the Fathers; he says that they used it to illustrate the 'unity' in 
Christ.455 But there was also a misuse on the other side, namely repre­
senting the unity in Christ as a nature unity and in this sense speaking 
of mia physis. 456 

Thus in Justinian the trinitarian and incamational terminology are 
brought into harmony. The distinction between the two types of union: 
(1) 'of nature to nature' (Apollinarians, monophysites) and (2) 'of subject 
to nature' is well understood and maintained (cf. Schwartz, p. 86,30-33; 
PG86, 1009D-1011A). 

The Emperor finds the distinction between the concepts hypostasis (pro­
sopon, subsistentia) and 'nature' (physis) or 'essence' (ousia, substantia) 
already present in the Fathers: 

451. Schwartz, p.80,15-17; PG 86, 1003AB. Here it is presupposed that this formula is 
understood in the sense of a mingling. 

452. Schwartz, p.86,28-29; PG 86, 1009D. This is a distortion of the Arian teaching. 
453. Schwartz, p. 86,25-26; PG 86, 1009D. 
454. Schwartz, p. 86,27-28; PG 86, 1009D. 
455. Schwartz, p.82,8-14; PG 86, 1005AB. 
456. Ibid., Schwartz, p.83,12-14: isti autem hominis exemplo utuntur, ut unam naturam sive 

substantiam (ousian) deitatis et humanita/is Christi introducerent, quod demonstravimus alienum esse 
pietatis. 
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For all the Fathers in harmony teach us that 'nature' (physis) or 'essence' (ousia) or 'form' 
(morphe) is one thing, but hypostasis (Latin: subsislentia) or 'person' (prosopon) is something 
else, and 'nature' or 'essence' or 'form' signifies what is common (koinon), hypostasis or 'per­
son', however, what is particular (idikon).457 

(b) n,e unhistorical basis for cot/demning the Three Chapters 
Although in the decree on correct faith we flod the fundamental 
Chalcedonian fonnula of one hypostasis in two natures and a clear rejec­
tion of the tnia-physis formula, nevertheless the tenninology is refined 
beyond Chalcedon in the sense of a cautious new interpretation. On the 
basis of the usage of concepts which had grown in the course of the 
sixth century, Justinian judges the teaching of the Three Chapters from 
the fifth century, hence from a, period in which the Antiochenes attemp­
ted to ward off the crass Apollinarian understanding of the unity in 
Christ by emphasizing the totality of Christ's humanity. Their suspicion 
that they were dealing with Apollinarianism gave rise to their rejection 
of fonnulas like 'from two natures one', 'one nature of the incarnate 
Word', 'union according to the hypostasis and physis', which were to be 
found in the Cyril of the anti-N estorian period. These especially offended 
them. From the viewpoint of the sixth century, however, what was lack­
ing in the Antiochene response of Diodore of Tarsus up to Theodoret 
was more sharply presented than it could have been in 431, given the 
historical state of affairs. The fact that the Antiochenes themselves had 
made advances in the direction of a more profound understanding of the 
unity in Christ was suppressed in the polemics. This comes to expression 
particularly clearly in the thirteen Kephalaia (capillI/a) or anathemas of 
the decree. 458 Because these were taken over by the Council of 553 
in a somewhat altered fonn and were expanded and focused, they 
should be evaluated in this context. We shall assess them here only in 
order to form a judgement about whether there is already something 
typically 'neo-Chalcedonian' in Justinian himself with his decree about 
correct faith. 

Excursus: On the concept 'neo·Cl1a/cedonianism'459 
J. Lebon created this expression in imitation of the terms old-Nicenism 
and neo-Nicenism, which had become cl'lstomary for the history of doc-

457. Schwartz, p.86,18-21; PG86, l009C. 
458. Schwartz, pp.90,16-94,34; PG 86, 1013C-1019B. 
459. Cf. C. Moeller, 'Le chalcedonisme et Ie neo-chalcedonisme', in Challeedon IS, 648. On 

the history of the problem (with a bibliography) see A. Grillmeier, 'Der Neu-Chalkedonismus', 
in idem, Mil ihm und in ihm (Freiburg, Basel, Vienna, 21978), 371-85; S. Helmer, Der Neuchalke-
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trine of the fourth century between 325 and 381.~60 This terminology 
was intended to establish and typify a change in conceptual usage and 
in the understanding of tbe trinitarian dogma. as this had taken place 
between the Council of Nicaea and the First Council of Constantinople. 
If the old-Nicenes employed the concepts hypostasis and physis (ousia) 
synonymously, the neo-Nicenes distinguished both words. so that they 
could speak of three hypostases and one physis (OIlSia) in the Trinity.461 
In particular this was the work of Basil and Gregory Nazianzen . ~62 The 
latter took over this distinction of concepts from the doctrine of 
the Trinity (theologia) into the doctrine of the incarnation as well, the 
oikmwmia. While Cyril of Alexandria followed this linguistic convention 
for the theologia, for the oikottomia he held fast to the old synonymous 
use of hypostaSis and physis, which continued to be the old-Alexandrian 
tradition. This, then, had particular repercussions in his adoption of the 
fundamental christological formula of the Apollinanans on the basis of 
the so-called (Apollinarian forgeries': 'the one Il'ypostasis [nature] of the 
incarnate Logos' . With this formula Cyril fought above all against 
Nestorius, and in general against the Antiochene cbristology of Diodore, 
Theodore of Mopsuestia and Theodoret. They confessed 'two natures' 
in Christ, which was now interpreted, in old-Alexandrian terms on the 
basis of the synonomy of physis and hypostasis, as the teaching of two 
persons or two hypostases. 

The dissolution of the synonymous use of hypostasis and physis -
already presaged in the CODstantinopolitan tradition (proclus of 
Constantinople~63) - did not bring the hoped for peace at Chalcedon, 
but division. Old-Alexandrian-Cyrillian and Chalcedonian formulas were 
opposed in an irreconcilable manner. 

Apart from the Imperial Church's attempt at reconciliation, as 
expressed in the Renoticon of Emperor Zeno,464 individual theologians 

donismus (Bonn, 1962); S. Takayanagi, 'Neo-Chalcedonianism: Its Significance in the History 
of Christology', Katorikku Kenkyu 'Catholic Studies' 47 (1985), 99-143 (Japanese), xi-xiii (English 
summary). 

460. cr. J. Lebon, Le lIIonop/'ysisme Stllffll'n (Louvain, 1909),522, also 119- 23, 155-63, 507. 
He posits two characteristics for this: 3 put.icular gtOUp of Cbalcedonian theologians had recourse 
to Cyril of Alexandria to validate tilt: Council: these theologians were to some extent the first 
scholastics, who built up ~ scientific teaching aboul the incarnation with the help of philosophy. 

461. Cf. A. de fullcux, • "Hypo!tasc" at "Personne" dans 13 formation du dognle trinitaire 
(ca 375-381)', RRE 79 (1984), 313-69, 625-70. 

462. JdC", 13
, 538-9. 

463. See JdChr 13
, 727-30. 

464. On this see CCT lIll. 
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now made proposals aimed at mediation, which were situated on the 
level of linguistic formulas. On the basis of such observations J. Lebon 
spoke of 'neo-Chalcedonianism'. 

Two opponents of Severus of Antioch, the monk of Majuma, namely the monk Nephalius, and 
the grammarian John of Caesarea, heHeved that they could restore unity by proposing a 
simultaneous usage of both the Alexandrian mla-p"Ys{s formula and the Ch~lcedonian dyo-p/lystis 
formula - one to ward off Nestorianism, the other to exclude:: Eutychianism .~6S 

When in his well-known article on Nephalius 466 J. Lebon's student 
C. Moeller took up this suggestion and expanded it, a misunderstand­
ing arose; as neo-Chalcedonianism Moeller characterized a 'dialectical 
theology' which, he said, worked with two traditions and attempted to 
bring them together by means of a rational explanation.467 Were one to 
follow these tracks laid down by Lebon and Moeller, however, one could 
include in fact under the term 'neo-Chalcedonianism' a fair share of the 
literature immediately preceding Chalcedon. For this reason the year 433, 
with the union between Cyril and the Antiochenes, had really anticipated 
the neo-Chalcedonian synthesis (neo-chalcedonisme avant la lettre). 

Here M. Richard intervened, simply by means of a few pages.468 He 
stressed rightly that Cyril from the very beginning belonged to the 
christology worked out at Chalcedon.469 He established, however, 
a firm boundary: neo-Chalcedonianism is distinguished from strict 
Chalcedonianism by the fact that it uses both major christological formulas 
(mia physis and dyo physeis) 'as the essential condition of a correct presenta­
tion of faith'. This is the way in which C. Moeller, subsequent to M. 
Richard, formulated it.470 In this way a useful definition was found. 

In the course of this investigation we have sought witnesses of this neo-Chalcedonianism dialec­
tic. In Constantinople m they formed only a small group, insofar as we look strictly at the 
antithesis of the two basic christological formulas: Nephalius (after 507), John the Grammarian 
from Caesarea, who could be refuted by Severus, however, only when the latter was in exile 

465. See C. Moeller, 'Le chalcedonisme et Ie neo-chalcedonisme', in Chalkedoll 15
, 637-720, 

esp. 67G-1 (Nephalius); 672-6 (John the Grammarian). 
466. C. Moeller, 'Nephalius d'Alexandrie', RHE (1944/5), 73-140. 
467. Ibid., 117. 
468. M. Richard, 'Le Neo-chalcedonisme', MSR 3 (1946),156-61 = Op. Mill. II, no. 56; fur­

ther studies in A. Grillmeier, 'Der Neu-Chalkedonismus', in idem, Mil ihm ulld ill ihm (Freiburg, 
Basel, Vienna, 21978), 371, n. 1 (h). 

469. T . Sagi-Bunic and A. de Halleux have significantly deepened this knowledge: see CCT I. 
470. C. Moeller, in Chalkedoll I, 666f. 
471. Here we also include Nephalius and John the Grammarian insofar as the altercation 

between them and Severus was certainly already in progress when the latter was residing in the 
Imperial City (508-511). Nephalius was the reason for this journey. 
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(519). It was above all the Scythian monks under their leader John Maxentius who saw to it 
that there was a longer-lasting and more vehement discussion about neo-Chalcedonianism in the 
Imperial City.472 Later in the Palestinian region we shall encounter Theodore of Raithu. For 
this whole group the antithesis of one and two natures stood at the centre of their conception. 
That ecclesiastical orthodoxy could bother at all about the mia.physis formula resulted from its 
'baptism' by Cyril of Alexandria. 

C. Moeller also adduced Leontius of Jerusalem as a representative of 
the necessity of using both formulas to express right faith. 473 But here 
we have to differentiate. We have three texts in which Leontius does 
not demand the 'alternating usage', but only allows it after a 'considera­
tion of goods' or after a discernment of spirits. For one should not parrot 
everything that the heretics say. 

Pirst text: 'Discernment of spirits,474 

Not so, my pious ones, not so, but let us consider what matters (ta diapheronta) (cf. Rom 2,8; 
Phil 1,10), we who have exercised our senses in distinguishing good and evil. We test 
everything and retain the good (1 Thess 5,21). 

Thus for the sake of truth - to the gallows with all who say with a heretical intention: 
'one incarnate nature of the God-Logos'. But all who speak of a duality of the undivided, 
united natures in an impious understanding are also to be detested. In contrast, however, 
all who speak of the one incarnate nature of the God-Logos, but as of one other nature, 
namely that of the flesh to which the nature of the Logos is united according to the hypostasis, 
are to be accepted; and all who confess the duality of the inseparably united natures of Christ, 
not insofar as they are seen as ousia, but in relation to the hypostasis itself of the natures, 
that is, to prove the one person (prosopon) of both, by respectfully deeming each of the two 
confessions as the same. 

Second text: 'Prom two' and 'in two,475 

Because we proclaim in common that the Lord is from two natures and at the same time 
in two natures, we are prepared to curse the Synod, every being (pasan physin), even an angel 
himself who descended from heaven, if he did not want to confess the same (cf. Gal 1,8). 
Why do they not agree to confessing the same with us, by saying with us 'from two' together 
with the 'in two'? Why do they not condemn Severus and Dioscorus and their like-minded 
supporters? Because Flavian of blessed memory says in his confession of faith: 'the one nature 
of the God-Logos, nevertheless become flesh and a human being ... from both', we too 
do not hesitate to confess that our one Lord Jesus Christ is from both, because the holy 
Synod [of Constantinople 448) also says this full of respect; why, after all this, should the 
Synod not agree? 

472. See above, pp.327-38; cf. S. Helmer, Der Neuchalkedonismus (Bonn, 1962), 117-27. 
473. C. Moeller, 'Le chalcedonisme et Ie neo-chalcedonisme', in Chalkedon IS, 686: 'II 

[Leonce de Jerusalem) admet les deux formules comme necessaires a la foi.' 
474. Leontius Jer., CM, Testimonia SS.: PG 86, 1812CD. 
475. Idem, CM: PG 86, 1844BC. 
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Third text: 'Necessity of hermeneutics' 

(After Leontius has reproached the false use of 'undivided' by the 
Nestorians and praised the corrected use by Cyril,476 he examines the 
mia-physis formula in Cyril): 

We can also interpret that other expression 'the one incarnate nature of the God-Logos' with 
Arius. as if the Son would have had no immutable nature; or with Apollinarius. as if the 
Logos himself had taken the place of the ensouled nous and animated the non-rational flesh; 
or with Eutyches. as if the Logos himself was changed into flesh. 

Thus if we do not test carefully the thoughts of those confessing. we shall never understand 
correctly this or that expression. The Father [Cyril] says that one should not accept heretics. 
because they err against the [right] understanding of the union of the natures. even if their 
expressions sound good. For they call the natures undivided not according to the hypostasis. 
but according to the relationship.477 

In none of the three important texts from the eM does Leontius 
of Jerusalem demand the alternating confession of the two antithetical 
formulas: 'one hypostasis in two natures' - 'the one incarnate nature 
of the God-Logos'. He simply establishes that in the Cyrillian one-nature 
formula and in the other christological expressions there is the possibility 
of a false and a correct understanding, a discovery which theologians of 
the sixth century elsewhere, for instance in Africa, make. The right 
interpretation is to be acknowledged; the false one is to be rejected. For 
this reason Cyril and Flavian of Constantinople are the two authorities. 

Hence Leontius of Jerusalem cannot be reckoned among the neo­
ChaIcedonians in Richard's sense, who demand simultaneous speech in 
two different conceptual systems. At the most his juxtaposition of 
'from two natures' and 'in two natures' approaches this demand. For this 
juxtaposition, however, he has recourse to Flavian's Synod of 448,,78 

Leontius of Jerusalem, however, is distinguished from the strict 
Chalcedonians of the type of Leontius of Byzantium 479 by the emphasis 
he places upon the union and by his teaching of divinization, and in this 

476. Idem. CM: PG 86. 1853AB. 
477. Idem. CM: PG 86. 1853BC. 
478. In these texts we already have important elements which we shall encounter in Justinian's 

edict. Keph. 9. and in the Council of 553. We should interpret this as an indication that Leontius 
of Jerusalem was read (and lived?) in Constantinople and probably wrote from the context of 
the questions being asked there. 

479. These are at a great distance from Cyril. Thus for instance Leontius of Byzantium. in 
stressing Christ's human will and freedom, stands in opposition to Cyril (above, pp. 222-6). 
Strict-Chalcedonians, like Hypatius, recognize Cyril as an authority only to a limited degree; 
d. the noteworthy text, ACO IV, 2. p. 175.33-38: 'We accept [from Cyril] what is in agreement 
with his synodal letters [i.e. those ratified by Ephesus or Chalcedon]; what does not agree with 
these we do not condemn. but we also do not observe it as ecclesiastical law. As we said above, 
we consider as synodal letters those letters which were accepted and ratified by the holy Councils 
[Ephesus and Chalcedon]. namely the one to Nestorius as well as the one to the Orientals.' 
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he comes close to Cyril. Nevertheless he lays the foundation for his 
christology on the basis of the Cappadocian teaching about idiomata, not 
through recourse to Cyril. 480 

We now want to characterize as 'neo-Chalcedonians in the extreme 
or integral sense!48! those theologians who demand for the correct 
presentation of faith in Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God, the 
simultaneous use of two systems of formulas: the mia-physis formula 
against Nestorianism, understood as the teaching of two hypostases; 
the two-natures formula against Eutyches, as representing a christo­
logy of mingling. They want to remain Chalcedonians, but overlook 
the incompatibility of the two conceptual systems. 'Moderate neo­
Chalcedonianism' we shall call that christological position which remains 
on the basis of Chalcedon (with the distinction of physis and hypostasis 
and the formula of the one hypostasis in two natures), but seeks to supple­
ment the language of Chalcedon by the additional incorporation of 
Cyrillian terms and formulas, especially from the twelve anathemas, 
without demanding, however, the simultaneous use of the mta-physis 
formula 0 llowing it (this occurring, at the most, under defmite 
conditions). 

With respect to his theology of union and his tendency towards 
divinization Leontius of Jerusalem can be reckoned among the moderate 
neo-Chalcedonians, insofar as some of his theological emphases indicate 
a convergence towards Cyril which goes beyond the Cyrillianism of 
Chalcedon. 

(c) Neo-Chalcedonian terminology? 
(i) The decree of 551 does not demand the simultaneous use of the mia­
physis formula and the two-natures language, and thus is not an instance 
of extreme neo-Chalcedonianism. Por Kepll. 9 cannot be interpreted in 
this sense. 482 The Emperor indeed admits that the mia-physis formula 
can be cOl;l"ectly understood, namely in the sense of the twofold con­
substantiality of the one Christ with the Father according to the divinity • 
and with us according to the humanity; but according to Justinian there 
is also a fundamentally false understanding of this formula in the sense 

480. LCQntius ofJerusalcm differs frOIll him in important points. Leontiw ofjerusalem makes 
a clear distinction between a n3tllre union and a hypostatic union (above, p. 276). Por him sy". 
thesis i5 the centra'! point, not Itwosls (above, pp. 294-5). wtead of CyrlJ's hegemony of the 
Logos, Leontius of Jen1S:l1em clearly recogni~es the endowment of Christ's hum~nity with grace 
by the Spirit (above. pp. 300-4). 

481. Instead of 'neo-Chalcedonianism' one could also speak of 'neo-Cyrillianism'. 
482. Schwartz, 92; PG 86, 10150. 
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of Apollinarius and Eutyches, which is anathematized. From this view­
point Justinian cannot bring himself to allow the mia-physis formula the 
function of a necessary corrective to the Chalcedonian formula. 

(ii) Nevertheless we can discover in the decree of 551 traces of a 
moderate neo-Chalcedonianism, in the sense of supplementing the strict­
Chalcedonian terminology with elements of the language detennined by 
Cyril's twelve anathemas. 

(1) 'Distinguishing according to the theoria' (Keph.8) 

If anyone confesses number [=duality) of the natures in our one Lord Jesus Christ, that 
is, in the incarnate Logos, and thereby takes their [the natures') distinction (diaphora), from 
which he is composed, as not only according to the theoria, in which it [the distinction] 
is not annulled on account of the union, but uses the number for division (Jihairesis) , let 
him be anathema. 

'Distinction according to vision or theoria' is a typically Cyrillian point 
of view,483 with which the Alexandrian attempts to reconcile the 'un­
mingled' with the 'undivided' of the two natures. He contrasts a dif­
ference of God and the human being in Christ, which secundum rationem 
always remains, with the real being one of both in the one Christ. The 
presence of a simple distinction according to 'vision' guarantees as well 
the 'unmingled' of both natures, and also their real 'undivided'. The 
introduction of this concept of theoria thus signifies no change to the 
Chalcedonian two-natures teaching, but only an intensified protection 
against its misinterpretation. 

(2) 'From two natures' - 'in two natures'. This synthesis, rejected 
at Chalcedon, as everybody knows, is now undisputed (Schwartz, 
74,14-16 with 16-17; PG 86, 997A). Justinian has no dread of 
Chalcedon's two natures nor of the number 'two' (see below). 

(3) 'The one composite Christ.'484 After the appearance of the 
Scythian monks in Constantinople the word 'composition' (synthesis, syn­
thetos; compositio, compositus) played an increasing role. Now it becomes 
the key word in Justinian's christology. 

'From two natures, that is, from divinity and humanity, one composite Christ' (Schwartz, 
74,14-16). 'Because we speak of composition, we must also confess both that there are parts 
in the whole and that the whole is known in its parts' (Schwartz, 74,20-21; PG 86, 997A); 
'Division or separation we do not introduce into his one hypostasis (Latin: uni eius subsistentiae); 
we indicate, however, the distinction of the natures from which he is composed ... because 
each of the two natures is in him' (Schwartz, 74,18-20; PG 86, 997A); whoever refuses to speak 
of the number of the natures in Christ attempts to introduce mingling (Schwartz, 86,11-13; 
PG 86, 1009B). 

483. Cf. Cyril Alex., Ep.46 aJ S,"cens. II: PG 77, 245A. 
484. See also below (5). 



436 CHRIST IN CHRISTIAN TRADITION 

Such language would have been an abomination for Severus. 
(4) 'Union according to the hypostasis.' 'Each of the two natures 

remains in the definition and reason of its own nature; for the union 
happened according to the hypostasis' (Schwartz, 74,22-24; PG 86, 
997 AB). This 'hypostatic union' is justified on the basis of Philippians 
2,6-7 (Schwartz, 74,29-30; PG 86, 997B). What does union according 
to the hypostasis mean? 

It says 'that the God-Logos, that is, the one hypostasis from the three hypostases of the godhead 
in [this) its own hypostasis . .. created (edemiourgesen) for himself from her [Le. from Mary) a 
flesh animated with a spiritual and rational soul, which is [his) human nature' (Schwartz, 
74,24-27; PG 86, 997B). 

A little later Justinian repeats this statement almost verbatim, expanding it, however, with 
an interesting explanation: 'which means that the God-Logos is united to the human nature and 
not to the hypostasis or person of another' (Schwartz, 86,3~33; PG 86, lOO9D-1011A). 

To some extent the two texts reveal to us how Justinian envisages 
the 'hypostatic union', not in a conceptual, ontological analysis, but as 
a concrete happening: the union coincides with the act of creating 
Christ's human nature. Other Fathers already saw it this way:S5 But 
two things should be noted. (i) Justinian says plasmavit sibi (edemiourgesen 
heautoi), that is, the divine hypostasis creates this spiritually ensouled hu­
man nature for himself, for the purpose of being hypostasis for it and 
to exist humanly in it as divine hypostasis. Fundamentally this is a good 
concrete explanation of the insubsistence or enhypostasis of Christ's human 
nature in the hypostatic LogoS.486 (ii) The Emperor does not think of 
considering formally the ratio of the hypostasis or subsistence in order to 
determine the 'hypostatic union'. He remains on the level of existence. 

(5) Unus de sancta Trinitate (Schwartz, 72,33; PG 86, 995C). This 
formula is not Cyrillian, but a pre-Chalcedonian element (Proclus) and 
belongs to the Emperor's linguistic repertoire from the time of his first 
theological action. For him it is the expression of the unity of Christ 
in the real divine subject, the person of the Word. The 'incarnate Word' 
is the bearer of suffering (Schwartz, 74). 

After the incarnation he is also one of the Trinity, the only-begotten Son of God, our Lord 
Jesus Chri~t, composed from both natures. We confess Christ as composite, however, in the 
tradition of the teaching of the holy Fathers. (Schwartz, 76,29-32; PG 86, 999BC) 

485. Cf. the passages in JdChr 13
, 771-2, n.6. 

486. Cf. the highlighting of this text in P. T. R. Gray, The Defense of Chakedon ill the East 
(451-553) (Leiden, 1979), 157. 
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(d) Evaluation 
Vis-a-vis the historical text of the definition of 451 some innovations can 
be established which do not change Justinian's fundamental Chalcedo­
nianism, but rather on the whole refine a further interpretation already 
introduced. 

(i) First of all the term 'one hypostasis' is no longer applied, as at 
Chalcedon, to the outcome, the end-result (apotelesma; cf. Leontius of 
Byzantium), but to the pre-existent Logos, for whom alone it is correct. 

(ii) The assumed human nature participates in a hypostasis only by 
inexisting in the hypostasis of the Logos. 

(iii) This happens by means of a creative action of the Logos, centred 
on the Logos, who creatively makes (demiourgein) for himself permanently 
the human being, for it remains inseparably 'his nature'. 

(iv) Justinian terms the unifying action as henosis, but most often 
as synthesis. The two expressions are fundamentally of equal value; 
however, synthesis appears to have the advantage of excluding a synchysis, 
a mingling. We should note too that Justinian uses the formula 'the one 
composite hypostasis of the Logos', but he does not allow the other, 'the 
one composite nature' (mia physis synthetos).4Il7 

If some say, however, that one must speak of Christ as of a composite hypostasis then 
also of a composite nature (mia physis synthetos), then we shall show that this is foreign to 
piety.4Il8 

For in this formula physis would be employed absolutely, without the 
addition of idiomata, so that physis is purely conceptual, indeterminate 
and thus 'anhypostatic'. There can be no synthesis at all with such 
an absolute. The union or synthesis certainly occurs between the 
Logos-subject and a concrete physis. Through its creation for the Logos­
subject the physis receives, however, its hypostasis, its subsistentia, its per­
sonalitas in the Logos himself; in him too the beginning of its existence 
is based.4Il9 

(v) Finally Justinian's formula of incarnation immediately before the 
Council of 553 has several variations. 

(1) 'We speak of the union of two natures and of the one hypostasis' (Schwartz, p.86,30; 
PG 86, l009D). 

(2) 'The Logos of God is also as one become flesh, one hypostasis, recognized, however, 

487. Schwartz, pp. 86,36-88,1; PG 86, 1011A. 
488. Schwartz, p. 86,21-23; PG 86, l009CD. 
489. Schwartz, p. 88,10-12; PG86, 1011B. 
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in each of the two natures, namely in the divine [nature), in which he exists [according to Phil 
2,6), and in the human [according to Phil 2,7], (Schwartz, p. 86,33-36; PG 86, 10llA). 

(3) The result is: 

'Before the incarnation there were not two natures of the Lord, nor after the incarnation was 
there one from the two,~90 even if they are recognized as in one hypostasis' (Schwartz, 
p. 88,24-26: PG 86, lO1lD). 

In the decree of 551 Justinian thus certainly handed on the Constan~ 
tinopolitan christology of his time not merely as a 'dilettante', but with 
a commendable understanding of the problems of incarnational theology. 
We find no flirting with the Severan or Theodosian mia-physis teaching. 
There can also be no talk of a pronounced neo-Chalcedonianism, for 
example in the sense of John the Grammarian. Although hypostasis (pro­
sopon) is clearly contrasted to physis and ous/a, there is still no attempt 
to gain a definition of hypostasis which goes beyond the 'individualized! 
pllYsis or OJlsia. Sadly we miss the endeavour to judge the Antiochenel 
anti-Apollinarian christology of the fourth and fifth centuries fairly, even 
though the Emperor clearly saw through the falseness of the Apollinarian 
teaching. 

In Justinian we find for the first time the sketch of a complete inter~ 
pretation of Christ's person and its union of divine and human nature 
in the one divine hypostasis of the Logos. This sketch reproduces fun~ 
damentally the Chalcedonian formula of the one hypostasis in two 
natures, but for its stronger interpretation in the sense of henosis it draws 
upon a series of Cyrillian elements. From time to time it is evident that 
in important points Leontius of Jerusalem can be considered as a model 
for this. 

With this consideration we have already anticipated the synthesis of 
the Fifth Ecumenical Council. 

III. THE FIFTH ECUMENICAL COUNCIL OF CONSTANTINOPLE (553) 

AND ITS CHRISTOLOGICAL STATEMENT 

The Second Council of Constantinople took place in eight actiones from 
5 May to 2 June 553. It was summoned by Justinian himself. The 
Emperor did not participate in it in persona, just as Pope Vigilius did 
not either, but he had a decisive influence on the discussions and the 
decisions about the Three Chapters. 491 The framework within which 

490. This is equivalent to a rejection of 'one nature from two natures' . 
491. Cf. J. Straub, Praefatio to ACO IV, 1, XXXII-XXXIV. 
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the Synod, which was composed principally of bishops from the East 
Roman Empire , 492 was intended to proceed was determined by the 
forma that the Emperor ordered to be read out before it began.493 

1. The task of the Council according to Justinian 

In this forma the Emperor unmistakably called to mind the Eusebian­
Constantinian principle of unity as the basis of his rei publicae gubernatio. 

We have made it the starting·point and foundation of our rule to unite the separated bishops 
of the holy Churches of God from the East to the West, and to end all conflict which was 
instigated against the holy Synod of Chalcedon by the supporters of the impious men, 
Eutyches and Nestorius. 49~ 

Chalcedon's agreement with the three previous synods is the founda­
tion of the Emperor's understanding of a council. Clearly the dread of 
Nestorianism stands as a leitmotiv in the foreground. According to Justi­
nian, however, it is now the new tactic of the opponents of the Council 
not to revive Nestorianism directly, but to smuggle it into the Church 
by a detour through Theodore of Mopsuestia, the teacher of Nestorius, 
as well as through Theodoret's writings against Ephesus and Cyril, and 
finally through the letter allegedly written by Ibas to the Persian 
Mari.495 True (Chalcedonian) faith can only be defended by excluding 

492. See E. Chrysos, Die BluIJofilisteN dts V. 6kllmmisc"eN Konzils (553) = AnliquitllS, R . 1, 
Vol. 14 (Bonn, 1966). Tbe total number of participating bishops was 168: op. cll., 44-51; the 
dogmatic canons of the Council were subscribed by 166 bishops. All (Eastern) patriarchs presided 
in common, with rhe newly nominated Patriarch of Jerusalem, Eustochius, being represented 
by rhree bishops (ACO IV, 1, 221, nos. ~). Prom imperial Egypt only ten buhop' participated 
under the Chalcedonian Pan'iarch.Apollinarius. Pope Vigilins did not belong to the Council and 
was considered at least by the Emperor as a defendant. cr. E. Chrysos, 0p. cit., 53: ACO IV, 
1, pp. 200,38-201,2 (=<lello Vll, no. 141 the Pope did not receive a title). There were 94 (?) 
participants from the Patriarchate of Constantinople (Chrysos, op. cit., 80-109). 41 from Antioch 
(ibid., 113- 25), and 6ve from Jerusalem (or four according to L. Perrone, La ,Mesa d/ Pniestirra 
[Brescia, 1980), 218--19; ACO IV. 1, 3- 4, nos. IV-VI, XX). Tbere were 1U well the synodal 
members from Bast llIyricum: one from Dacia (but fOtl[ were present in Constantinople), eight 
from Macedonia (Cbrysos, op. cil., 128-38). Pinally the lists of bimops from 553 name nine 
bishops from Africa (as representatives of three of the six provinces). Because no bishop par­
ticipated from the :mti-Chakedonian Churches which were in the process ofhccoming organized 
(Syri~) or were already organized (Egypt). the pbn to win over these Cburches by condemning 
the Three Chapters .had in essence already foundered. 

493. See ACO IV, 1,8-14 (CPG6887). 
494. Ibid., no. 7, p. 10,13-17. Cf. F. Carcione, 'Vigilio nelle controversie cristologiche del 

suo tempo', StRiOrCrlO (1987), 37-51. The Emperor stresses his rOle as the custodian of 
orthodoxy, d. ibid., 49-50. 

495. ACO IV, 1, no. 8, pp.10,24-11,3. 
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these 'impious Three Chapters' (impia tria capitula). Pope Vigilius too 'not 
0111y once or twice, but often anathematized these impious Three 
Chapters, both in writing and orally':96 On 7 January 553 Vigilius tied 
his own hands by agreeing in reply to a letter of Patriarch Eutychius 
(CPG9355[2]) to an ecumenical council held under his presidency, with 
all his rights being preserved.~97 Finally however. because hi condi­
tions were not fulfilled. he refused to participate in the Council which 
the Emperor ordered to be opened on 5 May 553 under the presidency 
of Patriarch Eutychius (in union with the other patriarchs or their 
representatives). In his COttstitutum (1) of 14 May 553, inspired (and 
redacted) by the deacon Pelagius,~98 the Pope delivered his judgement 
on the Three Chapters. In this the Pope condemned in 60 chapters 
various errors which were taken anonymously from the works of 
Theodore of Mopsuestia (CPG3858[b)). He explained his assent to 
Ephesus (1) and Chalcedon, his agreement with ProcIus and Cyril and 
his rejection of Theodore's heretical teachings. The latter's name, how­
ever, should Dot be stated and no judgement should be passed on one 
who was dead. 499 

Then there followed anonymously five errors which are attributed to 
Theodoret.500 If one wanted to condemn Nestorian errors under the 
name 'Theodoret', then Chalcedon itself would be affected. Finally 
Vigilius claimed that the letter of !bas was orthodox and had been 
accepted by the Fathers of Chalcedon: orthodoxa est Ibae episcopi a patribus 
pronuntiata dictatio. SOI The efforts of the Pope were in vain. When he 

496. Ibid., no. 10, p. 11,11-15. Justinian then adduces parts of the so-called iudicatum of Pope 
Vigilius of 11 April 548 (CPL 1694 [9337]) with this threefold condemnation. On the text see 
CA. ep.83, nos. 299-302, pp.315-17: ACO IV, 1. pp.11,21- 12,6. 

497. Ep. Vigi/;/ ppae ad Eutycl,ium (CPG 9355 [3]): ACO IV. 1, 16-18: 236-8 (Greek). The 
conditions which Vigllills set were the following: participation of the Latins and the holding 
of the synod in Sicily or Italy, which the Emperor did not accept. 

498. Vigilli Conslill/IIIIII (1) (CPL 1694): CA, tp. 83. 230-320;JW 935. See ACO IV. 1. XXIX 
on the three texts of Vigillus which belong together: CollSlifll/um I; Ep. II ad Elltycllillm (8 
December 553): ACO IV, 1. 245-7; the so-called Consillutum II of 23 February 554: ACO IV, 
2. 138--68. 

499. Cf. CA, ep. 83: CSEL 35/1, 237-93. 
500. cf. ibid., 293--6. 
501. Cf. ibid., 005.236-79, pp. 296-309: for ~he cited sentence see p. 305,26-27. With the 

assertion that Ibas' letter had been accepted as orthodox by the Fathers of Chalcedon, Vigilius 
erred with the whole of the Western Cburcb. Cf. ACO II, 1,3,32-4; R. Haacke. in Clralkedoll 
ll. 165. n. 90; B. Zettl. DI~ BeJlli/igulIg tieJ V. ()kHmCIIIs'~£n Konzils Jurch Papsl Viglliu.s (Bonn. 
1974), 12- 13. Cf. CPG 6500-1 on the letter of lbns: G. G. Blum, Rnbbula vall EJ~$fa ... , 
CSCO 300 (Louvain. 1969), 196-203. 



THE THREE CHAPTERS DISPUTE 441 

tried to present his Constituturn to the Emperor on 25 May 553, the latter 
did not accept it. 502 

In the Church of the East before 553 these three persons named were 
judged critically, but without the demand that they or their writings be 
anathematized. as Leontills of Byzantium showed us. 503 According to his 
Constitutllm I the Pope. together with the Western bishops, defended the 
Three Chapters. in contrast to his ifldicatum of 11 April 548, in which he 
had condemned them. 501 For the Fathers of the Council of 553 Pope 
Vigilius had excluded himself from the ecclesial community, because he 
had confessed the heresies of Nestorius and Theodore of Mopsuestia. His 
name should be struck from the diptychs.505 With reference to the earlier 
contrary statements of the Pope, in actio VIII of the Council on 2 June 
553, the bishops then condemned the Three Cbapters.506 Pope Vigilius 
and the Council thus stood in open opposition which signified an 
extremely severe crisis for the relationship of East and West and simply 
for the Imperial Church. Was this the last word of the Pope to the Council 
and on the question of the Three Chapters? 

Until recently there was uncertainty about whether Vigilius finally 
ratified the Fifth Council or not. We are concerned in particular with 
two documents: (1) the letter Scatldala, that is, Epistu/a II of Pope 
Vigilius to Eutychius of 8 December 553, and (2) the letter Aetills of 
23 February 554, or the so-called Constituturn II. 507 

502. It is -for this reason, it seenu, that b:is text was never published. Cf. E. Zettl, op. cll., 13. 
503. Cf. Leontius Byz. , DTN; on this see jdC/,r III1, 66- 7; there is talk, however, of 

Theodore's 'blaspbemies' (d. PG 86, 138413). The Cbalccdonians in the Bm and West were 
dlsinclin.:d to anatbematize the three names, especially because the first to do tim, and with 
increasing ferocity after 532, were the anti·Chalcedonians In praduaiciUlu JytJodi e/,a/udone/lSis, 
as Facundus of Hermiane said: Pro deJ. IT. cap. lV, IV, 23: CCL 9OA, p.127,l72. 

504. On the motives for this change see B. l,ettl. op. cil., 13: 'There remains bardly any other 
solution than to accept tbat Vigilius now reached the convictions of tbe Latins tha~ the condem­
nation was not possible without prejudice to the Council of Chalcedon.' 

505. Conc. Consl. II, actio VII (from 26 May 553): ACe IV, 1, 201-2 (CPG 6888). In tbil 
Justinian describes the Popc's individual stages aud es~blishes: praelerea Ipse semellpsum nlitllutIJ 
ca/ho/kae eccleJine fail Ileftndells praedllfornm capilll/on"n impieln/em, separans nultm semel a ueslra 
cOn/mull/one. his Igilur ab eo fociU alienum ,hrist/anu Illdicall/mlls 110mI'll ips/us sacris diptychls non ree/lnri, 
tiC' eo modo [nvenia",ur Neslorii 1'1 Throtiorl impielaLi ('om""lIIicantes (p. 202.5-9). Nevertheless Justi· 
nian does not want to know anything about abandoning unity with the Holy See as such, 
initiated either by himself or by the Council Fathers (202,11-12). In practice he distinguisbes 
between 'sed~IIt' and ·sedenlellt' . 

506. See the Serrlenlia SYI/odicn: ACO IV, 1, 208-15 (Latin); 239-40 (Greek). 
507. The CO/l$liIUIJ4t/1 Il (CPG (9365); CPL 1696) (ACe IV, 2, 138-68) was discovered by 

E. Baluze in Cod. Paris. Lnl. 1682; d . E. Zettl, op. cit., 17- 19. The introduction and the signature 
at the end are missing. The letter Scandala (CPG (9364]; CPL 1694) (ACe IV, 1, 245-247) is 
now attested to by three MSS; Cod. paris. gr. 1115, fol. 36v-38v; Arundel 529, fol. 87r-91r and 
Athous IviTon 381. fol. 314r-316r; d. J. Straub. PraeJatio, Ace IV. 1, XXV. 



442 CHRIST IN CHRISTIAN TRADITION 

Doubts :lbout the authenticity 50S of the so-called Cens/illllulI! II (Aetius) persisted undeservedJy 
for a long time. D~ fodO they were dismissed in the dissertation of B. Zettl CSSR, DI~ Btstillfg""g 
des V. 6klm'~lisll'fn Konzils Jurel, Pllpsl Vig/lillS. Untm"c!lImgell uber die Ec/rlhel/ der Briefe Sellndala 
u"d At/IllS OK. 936.937), which W35 written in 1929 under the suptrvision of C. SUvn-Tarouca, 
but W35 not published. The author was succeuful in proving clearly thllt tbe two letters of 
Vigilius are 2uthentic. This important study was first given II correct evaluation by J. Straub 
in the course of the edition of the atia of the Fifth EcunIcnical Couocil. 509 The relationship 
between Pope VigiUus and the Fifth E=enical Council is now explained and clearly prescmed 
by j. Straub in the praejalio to ACO IV, 1, XXlX-XXXIl. 

Particularly important is proof of the agreement between the letters 
Scandala and Aetius (Constitutum II) on the one hand, and of both with 
the acta of the Council on the other. 

On 2 June the Council had ended with the definition of the s~/lCf"'ia Jytlodica and the canons 
(1II1<lIltema/a); the Jetter [SClllldala] was subsequently :added to the ucla, which were concluded 
with the subscriptions. Tbe Pope, who blm,elf stayed Away from tbe Council, was not 
included among the signatories; rather he made known his assent to the condellU13tion of 
the Three Chapters ill the form of an epiJlula deereialiJ, a lOlutl/ulllm . Not once did he refer 
to tbe decision of the Council. but took owe verbatim nonetheless the formulations of the 
SfI,lelllia syl/odlea which appeared to him decisive. and c!pecially Canons XII and XlIII , in 
order in thiJ way to proda m bis ~greernent with tbe Council, while pr=ving the 'Petrine 
doctrine,.5w 

In each of the three MSS in which the letter Scat/dala is transmitted 
it is remarked that this letter of 8 December 553 was addressed to 
Butychius and to the Council. 511 Thus in an official writing,512 that is, 
with full papal authority, Vigilius condemned the Three Chapters. Justi­
nian had attained his goal, but between himself and the Pope the primacy 
of papal (teaching) authority remained unclarified. m 

508. It was decidedly denied (together with dle authenticity of Sca1Jdala) by C. Silva-Tarouca. 
FOllies Histor/ae Ecc/esiaslicae medii acvi lu 'ISI'III Sc!'OIIlr",4111 I (Rome, 1930), 52, with n. 2; further­
more it was called into doubt by E. Amann. an. 'Trois-Clupitrcs', in DYC 15 (1950), 
1868-1924, esp. 1923; by C. Moeller, ill Chalkedoll IS, 687-90; idem, 'Le cinquiCme conciJe 
oecum~nique et Ie magist~fe ordiuaU-e au VIC siecle', RSPT 35 (1951). 413-23; 1. Ortiz de 
Urbina, 'Quali sententia "Trin Capitula" a sede romana damnata runt?', OCP 33 (1967), 
184-209, still denied its authenticity. 

509. Cf. J. Straub, 'Die VerurteiluDg der Drci Kapitel durcb Vigilius (V/g/III Bpislllia 11 ad 
Eu/rci,illm),. Klerol/ollJ!a 2 (1970), 347-75; iJelll, Fo(eword to E. Zettl, op. cll •• on its publication 
by the author himself in AntiquilOJ, R.1, Vol. 20 (Bonn, 1974), V-IX. 

510. J. Straub, Praefalio. ACO IV, 1, XXX. 
511. Ibid. 
512. Greek: OU.ITI)I(Wo-t, roii nap6VTOr; t'TlJW\' YPullllarOr; (ACO lV, 1, p.247,28). Hence 

ll. Caspar. Gestiricl,le aI'S Papsll14n1s II (TObingen, 1933), 282. speaks unjustly of a 'private retrac­
tion' (of the Comfitlllul/I of 14 May 553). Cf. also AetillS of 23 February 554: praes/mlls lIoslri 

plenissimi (OIIS(itllli Qucloritas (ACO IV, 2, p.168.12) . 
513. Cf. J. Straub, Pmefotio. ACO IV, 1. XXXIl, who also comments that it remains ques­

tionable whether COllsllllIl"m IT (=ACI/US) was appended subsequently to the acta of the Council. 
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2. The christological statement of the Council 

Preliminary comment 
From the course of the Three Chapters dispute as a whole and of the 
Second Council of Constantinople in particular we have in fact a twofold 
question to answer: (1) What did the Council, with all of the documents 
pertaining to it, condemn?; (2) What positive statement did it contribute 
to the history of the Church's christology? 

On the one hand the first question needs very complicated investiga­
tions, but on the other it can receive a relatively simple response. The 
Three Chapters dispute, like the earlier Arian-anti-Arian conflict in 
the fourth century, called for an almost incalculable documentation, in 
the concrete instance here innumerable extracts from the works of 
Theodore of Mopsuestia, Theodoret of Cyrus and Ibas of Edessa's letter 
to Mari, made by friend and foe of the Three Chapters. One will 
immediately recognize that, in spite of the important research work that 
has already been carried out, the critical examination and judgement of 
these documents still demands an extraordinarily great expenditure of 
time and energy. One point attracts attention in a special way: does the 
material produced by opponents and defenders offer a reliable basis to 
answer the question whether the Three Chapters were rightly or falsely 
condemned? The question is important, for it concerns the authority of 
an ecclesiastical assembly assumed to be ecumenical. In the first instance 
it concerns patristic scholars,514 ecclesiastical historians and researchers 

514. See the important resea~ch of M. Richard, 'La tradition des h:agments du traite llipl Vi~ 
tvav8pwnr!Qew," de Theodore de Mopsueste', MIlS 56 (1943), 55-75 = Op. MI/I . II. 0.0.41. 
CPG and CPL IIOW offer an excellent listing of the sources of the textual material cited and 
discussed in the whole dispute about t.he Three Chapters, and for the Three Chapters under 
the names: 
I. CPG: (1) Theodore of Mopsuesria: CPG 3827- 73. We should note in no. 3856 DdllcanlD/iolle 
that one must distinguish between a trllditio gelllllllil and a tmdilio IIlterala, which a1rewy indicates 
the whole problem. Does this distinction stand the test? In a work discovered posthumously 
on the fragments of Theodore in Lagarde. the well-known Orieotalist R. Kaber! (d. 1987) made 
critical comments on the Syriac texts in Lagarde. pp. 104.27-105.24 aod Sachau, pp. 70,2-71,9 
and their mutual relationship. It is scill oot published. but it is being prepared for publication 
by L. Abramowski. 
(2) Theodoret of Cynu: CPG 6200-18. esp. no. 6214 (t"'pugllal/o XlI antlll,emll/amoru", Cyrlll0 
with reference to ACO rv, 3, 1; DO. 6215 (Llbri V t. Cyril/. el correil. Eplles. (Pt'IItlllogusJ); no. 6216 
(De theol. s. trln. ei de oecollol1lia); no. 6220 (Fro Dlodoro tt TlltoJoro); in addition nos. 6226-30 
(Ex senll. Cllal. c. Cyrill. Imbito) aod 6240, among many more. 
(3) Ibas of Edessa: CPG 6500-1. 
(4) To be added are: 

(a) CPG 9332-66 (Concilium Constantinop. II: 553) 
(b) R. Schieffer, Index Generalis TomorumI-IIII. Index prosopographicus, sub nom. Ibas. ACO IV, 
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into the history of councils. The adequate working through of this ques­
tion would completely transcend the framework of this study, above all 
of this volume. Consequently w e mu t choose the simpler way and 
establish only the end-result of this condemnation: namely a renewed 
condemnation after 122 years (since Ephesus [431]) of Nestorianism and 
of its main theses: of the teaching of two hypostases or per ons; of th 
denial of the theotokos title to Mary; of the teaching of two sons and 
of other teachings, this time only with the difference that with these 
teachings three particular names were incriminated. These were 
Theodore of Mopsuestia. not only with the condemnation of his works, 
but also of his person post mortem; Theodoret of Cyrus, on account of 
his special individual works; and Ibas of Edessa or an anonymous letter 
with Nestorian teachings 'allegedly' circulating under his name. On 
account of the last two names the Council of Chalcedon was also drawn 
into the dispute. It was finally a question of whether the Council could 
be completely cleared of the suspicion of encouraging Nestorianism. 
which now called for positively defined terminology in the sentetltia 
synodica and in the canons of the Fifth Ecumenical Council. In these the 
positive dogmatic outcome of the Council was expressed, and it is to 
this that we now wish to turn. 

(a) Analysis: Chalcedonian christo logy in the dogmatic interpretation of 
the Council of 553 

In the eighth actio of the Council on 2 June 553 the assembly was closed 
with the Sententia Synodica and the approbation of fourteen canons. 515 

(i) The Sententia Synodica 
To our disappointment, in the twenty-eight paragraphs there was hardly 
one positive dogmatic explanation. as for instance the horos that 
Chalcedon offers; rather that 'Nestorianism' which was said to threaten 

3, 2, 1, 227-9; Theodorus Mops.: ibid., fasc. 2, 460-2; Theodoret: ibid., 452-4. 
n. CPl: 1694-7 (Vigilius); 1698-1703 (Pelagius I); 866-8 (Facundus of Henniane). 
Ill. Facundus, Bishop of Henniane, Pro defensione lrium capitulorum I. XII = CCl 90A (Tum­
hout, 1974), 1-398. 
On Facundus of Henniane see l. Abrarnowski, 'Reste von Theodorets Apologie filr Diodor 
und Theodor bei Facundus', in StudPat 1 = TU63 (Berlin, 1957), 61-9. 
On Pelagius: Pelagii Diaconi ecclesiae R.omal/at ']" Deje,rsiollt triWIII capill4/orum', ed. R . 
Devreesse = ST 57 (Vatican City, 1932); R. Devrcesse, &sal sltr T},~odore de MOpsllt.slt = 
ST 141 (Vatican City, 1948), 243-58; on this see l. Abrarnowski. 'Die Zitate in der Scbrif'r 
"In Defensione Trium Capitulorum" des rornischen DiakolU PelJlgius'. VigC 10 (1956), 160-93. 

515. See CPG 9362; Sententia Synodica: ACO IV, 1, pp. 208,1-215,7 (latin); Greek (ex parte): 
ibid., 239-40. On the canons see below. 
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to penetrate the Church secretly through the writings and teachings of 
the three bishops, Theodore of Mopsuestia. Theodoret of Cyrus and Ibas 
of Edessa, was warded off in a more negative manner. From a council 
of the early Church we should not expect any historico-critical investiga­
tion of suspect texts. No modern hermeneutic was applied to them. 
What was pondered were in particular the 'impious c(Jpitu/a' from 
Theodore's writings (nos. 8-10), which were read out; but also counter­
writings from the Fathers against him and all heretics; in addition 
historiae et leges imperiales illius impietatem ab initio dillulgatltes (no. 11), that 
is, reports and imperial laws which bore witness to Theodore's 'impiety'. 

Then the question was discussed whether anybody should be anathe­
matized after death. The Council replied affirmatively to this question, 
referring to the scriptural passages On 3,18; Gal 1,8-9; Tit 3,10-11; 
nos. 12-13) and Fathers like Cyril, Augustine. other bishops from Africa 
and Roman Popes (nos. 13-17). Positive judgements on Theodore by 
Cyril and ProcIus, which his friends adduced. were of no avail,516 that 
is. they did not exonerate him, but rather incriminated him. Forgeries 
and excerpts pieced together from Cyril could not save him either 
(no. 18). 

It was only briefly that Theodoret was reproache.d with those writings 
which, in the opinion of the members of the Synod. he had written 
against right faith, against Cyril's twelve capitula, the Synod of Ephesus 
and in the defence of Theodore and Nestorius. They were read out and 
included in the acta, so that the legitimacy of their condemnation can 
be investigated (no. 19). The 'alleged' letter of Ibas - this fiction was 
maintained - was also read out, and its impiety was clear to all (no. 20). 
Chalcedon had not acknowledged this letter, as the supporters of 
Theodore and Nestorius claimed (nos.21-23); rather it had based its 
defmition on the letters of Cyril and Leo of Rome, for which reason 
the definition was also read out at the Synod (of 553). In this way its 
contrast to Theodore-Nestorius and to the letter of Ibas was patent 
(nos. 24-26). By way of recapitulation the confession of the first four 
synods as the foundation of the catholic Church was highlighted. 
Whoever did not confess this, like the 'Three Chapters' whose heretical 
teachings were once again listed to some extent in an even more detailed 
manner (no. 27), were subjected to the anathema. With the conscious­
ness of having performed a thorough joh,517 the members of the Synod 

516. ACO IV, I, p. 212,17: apparent enim patres non liberantes anathemate Theodorum. 
517. ACO IV, 1, p.214,35: his ita cum omni subti/itate dispositis. 
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confessed that they had fulfilled their service to right faith in the spirit 
of the scriptures and the Fathers (no. 28). 

Thus from the Sententia Synodica as such we can extract no positive 
contribution to the theological understanding of Christ's person. 

(i9 The chrutology of ti,e canons of 553 
Appended to the Setltentkl Synodica were fourteen canons 518 or 
anathemas. which in part find their explanation from the edict On right 
faith. We shall present a word for word translation for the most impor­
tant canons only. 

Canon 1:519 

This contains a confession of the divine Trinity with the distinction of 
the concepts physis-ousia (natura-substatftia; the Lateran Council [649] says 
here: essentia) on the one hand. and hypostasis-prosopon (subsistentia­
persona) on the other. The Cyrillian-Severan synonymous use of physis­
hypostasis, however, is consciously abandoned. 520 

Canon 11:521 

Two births are ascribed to the God-Logos: the eternal, incorporeal one 
and the birth according to the flesh from the virginal theotokos Mary. 

Canon 111:522 

The God-Logos who works miracles and the Christ who suffered should 
not be separated as 'each and other' (alius et alius; alios kai aUos); they 
are not distinguished as God-Logos (born of the Father) and as 'Christ' 
(born of the woman); not as one who dwells in another. Rather it is 
a question of one and the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, the Word, who 
became flesh and a human being. To him as one and the same belong 
the miracles and the sufferings voluntarily borne in the flesh. 

518. ACO rv. 1. 215-20 (Latin); 240-5 (Greek). cr. CPG-9362 ~nd 9401 (7). according to 
which remlariUI IV of the Lateran Council (649) offered a~other Latin version of the canons. 
See R. Riedinger. ACO ser. 2, Vol. I, 225-33 (beside the Greek version. 224-32). The fow:teen 
canons of 553 a e in part the literal repetition of the thirteen capitula of the imperial edict of 
551. See the comparative table in J. Straub, ACO rv. 1. XXXII. who is incli/lcd to accept 
the same author for the Latin rendition of the canons and of Justinian's capitula (in Schwartz. 
Drti aogmntiJdle S,hrifttll JUIlllIUlns (Munich, 1939). pp. 91,16-95.32) (cf. the Greek text. 
pp. 90,16-94,34). 

519. ACO IV, 1. p. 215,9-13 (Latin); p. 240,3-7 (Greek). Translations of the Greek are based 
on DEC. but with modifications. 

520. Cf. Justinian emp., Con! fiaei: Schwartz, op. cit •• p. 86,23-26 and p. 87,24-27 respectively. 
521. ACO IV. 1, p.215,15-18 (Latin); p.24O,8-11 (Greek). 
522. Ibid., p. 215,20--24 (Latin); p. 240.12-16 (Greek). 
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Canon IV;523 
Both for the rejected Antiochene christology and for the canonized Justi­
nianic christology this canon is highly informative, and for this reason 
should be rendered verbatim. 

If anyone declare! that it was only in respect of grace, or of principle of action (energeia. 
op~rallo), or of dignlty or in respect of equality of honour (isolimia). or in respect of authority 
(autJre/llia). or of some relation, or of some affection (sellesis, aJfielus) or power (Jyllamu, II/rillS) 
tbat there was a unity (irellosis, IIIrll[o) made between tilt! Word of God and tbe mnn; or 
if anyone alleges that it is in respect of good will (kala eudokllJlI). as if God the Word was 
plwed witb tbe man, because lie was well aDd properly disposed (len/os dokdn; quod betre 
visuIII est ei de ipso) to God. as Theodore claims in his ID3dness; or if anyone says that this 
union is only:a sort of syoonymity (homorryll/la), as the Nestorians allege, wbo call tbe Word 
of God Jesus and Christ, and even designate tbe human sepa1'l\tcly by the names 'Christ' aud 
'Son', discussing quite obviously tWO different persons, and only pretending to speak of one 
person and one Christ when the reference is to his title, honour, dignity or adoration; nnally 
if anyone does Ilot accept the teaching of tbe holy Fathers that the union OCCUlTed of the 
Ward of God with human flesh which is ensouled by a rational and i.Dtellecrual soul, and 
that this union is by synthesis or by person, and that therefore there is only one (Latin: 
composite) person, namely the Lord Jesus Christ, one member of the holy Trinity: let him 
be anathema. 

Explanation: 
(a) The negative statement of Canon IV 
In this Kephalaion (thus the edict) or canon the classical interpretation 
of Antiochene christology. which was developed in the Nestorian­
Cyrillian controversy, is repeated; according to this interpretation the 
unity of 'Christ' is understood as only accidental and not substantial. 
The union would then be effected either from above through an act of 
assuming the (already existing) human being Jesus in grace, or through 
a continuous directing or leading by God; it remains a unity based on 
behaviour, whether it be from above (God vis-a-vis Jesus) or from below 
in an affective and ethical adhaesio directed completely towards God, of 
the human being Jesus vis-a-vis the Logos. Despite the many citations 
of Theodore'S works in opponents and defenders (Vigilius, Corlstitutum 
I of 14 May 553; Facundus of Hermiane [547-548] [250 citations] and 
Pelagius [553]),~24 at the most we may make histonco-critical demands 
only in some details, but in no way for the whole, and we should also 
not expect any judgement on the Three Chapters which is illuminated 
by the historical situation. 525 

523. Ibid., pp.215,26-216,15 (Latin); pp.24O,17-241,15 (Greek). 
524. CPG 3827~9 give an excellent overview of the evaluation of Theodore's writings in 

the context of the Council of 553; see also 3871 (inauthentic symbol). 
525. On the question of authenticity see above n. 514. 
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(b) The positive statement of Canon IV 
Christ's unity as 'union of the Word of God with human flesh which 
is ensouled by a rational and intellectual soul' is understood as secundum 
compositumem sive secundHm subsislttltiam facta,S26 OT as unitio dei verbi ad 
cartlem secundum compositionem ... , quod est secundllm subsistetltiam.m In 
the combining of both terms, of 'union, utl{tiO, henosis' and 'composition, 
composilio. synthesis', the canon sees the guarantee of excluding both 
mingling and division. The Council thus appropriated completely Justi­
nian s terminology from 551.,28 We should note that the formula 
henosis kath'hypostasit, - in contrast to the usage in Cyril of Alexandria 
- is not interchangeable with the other formula henosis kata physin. It 
was precisely this latter formula that the moderate Antiochenes had taken 
umbrage to, because such a 'nature unity' would have expressed the 
necessity of the incarnation, although this was the free action of God's 
grace. 529 The synonymous u e of physis and hypostasis in Cyril also 
caused among the Antiochenes the rejection of the henosis kath'hypostasin, 
even when the hetlosis kaln physitl was unacceptable to them. The distinc­
tion of physis and hypostasis in Justinian's edict with its 0 sequell es 
should have led the Fathers of 553 to a historical meditation on the time 
between 431 and 451 when these concepts ,were used synonymously. 

Canon V:S:IO 

If anyone understands by the sing.le subsistence of ollr Lord JesllS Christ tbat it covers tne 
meaning of many subsistences, and by this nrgument tries to introduce into the mystery of 
Christ !:wo subsistences or two persons, and having broug.ht in two persons tben talks of 
one person only in respect of dignity, honour or ~doration, as both Tbeodore and Nestoriw 
hnve written in their madness; if anyone falsely represents the holy synod of Cha1cedon, 
making out tba~ it accepted this heretical view by its temlino]ogy of 'one subsistence', nnd 
if he does not acknowledge that the Word of God is united with buman flesb by subsistence 
(fee/lnd"", subslstentiam), and that on account of this there is only ODC $ubsistence or one 
per on, and tha( the holy ynod of Chalcedon thllS made a formlll statement of belief in the 
single subsistence of our Lord Jesus Christ: let him be anllthema. There has been no addition 
of pm:son or subsistence to the holy Trinity even after onc of its members, God the Word, 
becoming human flew. 

526. ACO IV, 1, p.216,5-6; Greek: p.241,6: ICard UVV88UIV tJ),OIJV ICa8't>nouraulv 
),8),8v;;u8al. 

527. Ibid., p.216,12-14. 
528. Cf. E. Schwartz, Drej Jogm. Schrlfiell (Munich, 1939), pp.86,21-88,3 nnd 88,15-26. 
529. See the evidence in jdChr 13

, 695-6. The distinction between the concepts /'ypos/asls and 
p"ysis in the decree of 551 (E. Schwartz, op. cil., pp. 86,18-88,26; Latin: pp. 87,19-89.26) makes 
it impossible for Justinian to equate the formulas: !renosis kot/r'/' ypos/asill and heliosis kala plrYSill, 
and in addition the expressions hypostasis syllihetos and physis 'YII/lretos. The section indicated is 
very significant. 

530. ACO IV, 1, p.216,17-27; Greek: p.241.16-26. 
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Explanation: 
An old reproach made by the Monophysites maintained that through the 
assumption of the one hypostasis in two natures a tetras, a quaternity, was 
introduced into the Trinity. 531 The like-sounding reproach which is 
expressed in Canon V does not target this notion, but rather the assumed 
teaching of two hypostases by the two Antiochenes named. 532 In any 
case the canon conceives the incarnation in a sense which can refute both 
reproaches, for the incarnation is conceived entirely from the one 
hypostasis of the Son, who is 'one of the Trinity'. The incarnation consists 
in the union (of the ensouled flesh) with this one subject secundum sub­
sistentiam, so that it receives in it for the first time subsistence and 
existence. 

Canon VI: 533 

This canon needs no further analysis. It applied to Theodore what at 
Ephesus (431) had been said against Nestorius with regard to the 
Theotokos - in contrast to Christotokos - but referred to Chalcedon for 
the heretical nature of this conception. 

Canon VII;534 

If anyone, when saying 'in two natures', does not confess a belief in our one Lord Jesus 
Christ, understood in both his divinity and his humanity, so as by this to signify a difference 
of natures of which an ineffable union has been made, without confusion, in which neither 
the nature of the Word was changed into the nature of human flesh, nor was the nature 
of human flesh changed into that of the Word (each remained what it was by nature, even 
after the union, as this has been made in respect of subsistence); and if anyone understands 
the two natures in the mystery of Christ in the sense of a division into parts, or if he expresses 
his belief in the plural natures in the same Lord Jesus Christ, God the Word made flesh, 
but does not consider the difference of those natures, of which he is composed, to be only 
in the onlooker's mind, a difference which is not compromised by the union (for he is one 
ftom both and the two exist through the one [di'henosJ) but uses the number to suggest 
that the natures are separated and have a subsistence of their own: let him be anathema. 

Explanation: 
Through this canon the Council wants to maintain the confession of the 

531. And precisely because the one physis of the God-Logos is said to be now united with 
a second physis and the trias to be changed into a tetras. 

532. For according to the assumption of the Fathers of 553 Theodore and Nestorius taught 
that Christ's human nature was also a hypostasis in its own right. Thus to the three divine 
hypostases would be added as a fourth the human being Jesus. 

533. ACO IV, 1, pp.216,29-217,5 (Latin); p.241,27-37 (Greek). See E. Amann, art. 
'Theodore de Mopsueste', in DTC 15 (1946), 262. Theotokos is mentioned in Theodore Mops., 
De Incarn. XV: PG 66, 991B. 

534. ACO IV, 1, p.217,7-16 (Latin); p.242,1-11 (Greek). Canon VII corresponds to 
Keph. 7-8 of the decree of 551. See E. Schwartz, Drei dogm. Schriften, 93. 
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two natures in the sense of Chalcedon, but from the Cyrillian stock of 
ideas formulates the conditions for the application of the number two 
to the two natures, which is not used by Cyril and is detested by Severns. 
We must note this framework: 'Confession of the number [two] of the 
natures'. In the Second Letter to Succensus, in contrast, it is a question 
of defending the mia-physis formula against the attacks of those who con­
fess two natures (cf. PG 77, 245A). To explain the relationship of the 
two natures which results in only one Christ, Cyril used the analogy 
of body and soul, and thus placed his explanation on the level of a Ut'W 
in natura et secu"dum naturam (cf. PG 77, 245AB). Justinian's edict and 
Canon VII of 553 omitted this analogy, introducing in contrast the 
expression syntltesis, which had the purpose. as we know. of stating 
both union and distinction. What really had to be warded off was the 
synchysis, mixing, as the annulment of the distinction which should not 
be deduced from the 'diaphora which is there purely according to theoria' 
(ACO IV. 1, p. 242,8) on the one hand, and that in speaking of the 
number (two) , which is permissible, no separation or teaching of two 
hypostases (idio!J>posta/os) results on the other. One should affirm distinc­
tion, but deny separation. 

Canon VIII:535 

If anyone confesses a belief that a union has been made out of two natures, divinity and 
humanity, or speaks about the one nature of God the Word made flesh, but does not under­
stand these things according to what the Fathers have taught, namely that from the divine 
and human natures a uniOIl was made according to subsistence, and that one Christ was 
formed, and from these expressions tries to introduce one nature or substance made of the 
deity and human flesh of Christ: let him be anathema. 

In saying that it was in respect of subsistence that the only-begotten God the Word was 
united, we are not alleging that there was a confusion made of each of the natures into one 
another, but rather that each of the two remained what it was, and in this way we understand 
that the Word was united to human flesh. So there is only one Christ, God and man, the 
SlIme being consubstantial with the Father in rcsptct of his divinity, and also consubstantial 
with us in respect of our humanity. Botl'\ those who divide or split up the mystery of the 
divine dispensation of Christ and Lhose who introduce into that mystery some confusion are 
equilly (ejected and 3natbc.matized by the church of God. 

Explanation: 
If the mia-physis formula is introduced here,536 this is not meant to 
grant it equal rights with the fundamental Chalcedonian formula or to 
put it forward as the latter's necessary dialectical correction. It is probably 

535. ACO IV, I, p. 217,18-29 (Latin); p. 242,12-23 (Greek). This canon VllI corresponds 
to Keph. 9 of the decree of 551; cf. E. Schwartz, op. cit., 93. 

536. The acknowledgement of the 'from two natures', which was rejected at Chalcedon, no 
longer creates any difficulties, because it goes together with the 'in two natures'. 
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with respect to Cyril and his followers that its orthodoxy is attested on 
one important condition, viz., that the duality of the natures remains 
inviolate. 

Canon IX (Summary):5J7 
The worshipping of Christ in two natures should not be interpreted as 
two separate acts of worship, with respect to the Logos on the one hand 
and with respect to the human being on the other. What, however, is 
the correct object of the one act of worship? It is not the one physis 
or essence (ousia) which would be attained by removing the flesh or by 
mixing divinity and humanity. Rather the one act of worship is directed 
to the incarnate God-Logos with his flesh. This is a formula acceptable 
to Chalcedonians and anti-Chalcedonians. It has to be understood in a 
manner contrary to that of Theodore. 

Canon X:S38 

If anyone does not confess his belief that our Lord Jesus Christ, who was crucified in his 
human flesh, is truly God and the Lord of glory (1 Cor 2,8) and one of the members of 
the holy Trinity: let him be anathema. 

Explanation: 
'One of the members of the holy Trinity', a consistent theme in Justi­
nian's christology, emerges here (together with Keph . 6 of the edict of 
551) probably for the last time in one of his texts. 

Canon XI:539 

If myone does no't anathematize Arius, Bunomiu5, Macedoruus, Apollinarius. Nestorius, 
Eutycbes and Origen, as well as their heretical books, and also all other heretics who have 
already been condeJl1l1cd and anathematized by the holy, catholic and apostolic Church and 
by the four holy synods which have already been mentioned, and also all those who have 
thought or now think in the same way as the aforesaid heretics 3.nd WJIO persisted (Larin : 
or persist) in their error even unto death: let him be anathema. 

Explanation: 
The phrase 'persisted in their error even unto death' probably intimates 
the imminent condemnation of a dead person, namely Theodore of 
Mopsuestia. Canon XI is a brief catalogue of heretics. 54O 

537. ACO IV, 1, pp.217,31-218,3 (Latin); p. 242,24-29 (Greek). Nothing corresponds to 
canon IX in the capitula of the edict of 551. 

538. ACO IV, 1, p. 218,5-6 (Latin); p. 242.30-31 (Greek). To canon X there corresponds 
Keph. 6 of the decree of 551 (Schwartz, op. cit., 93). 

539. ACO rv, 1, p. 218,8-13 (Latin); p.242, 32-37 (Greek). This is to be compared with 
Keph. 10 of the edict of 551, where the condemnation of Origen is missing. 

540. Cf. IdC", Ull. 89- 93; CCT 11/1, 78-82. 
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(iii) The condemnation of the Three Chapters in canons XII-XIV 
There now follows in three canons the anathema on the Three Chapters, 
on account of whom the whole dispute, the final result of which was 
the Council of 553, broke out. Because of the heresiological significance 
of these canons, we shall present substantially their unabridged text. 

Canon XII: 541 

If anyone defends the heretical Theodore of Mopsuestin, who said tMt God the Word i5 
one. while quite another (allon .•. allorr) is Christ, who wa. troubled by the passions (pI/tire) 
of the soul nnd the desires of human flesh, was gradually separated from that which is inferior 
(the/ronorr).542 and became bet~er by his progress in good works, 3nd could not be faulted 
in his way of lif~, and a a mere (p.liw$)~3 man was baptized in the name of the Fnther 
and the Soo and tbe Holy Spirit, and through this baptism received the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and came to deserve sOl}ship and to be adored, in the way that one -adores a st3tue 
of the emperor. 3S if hc were God the Word, and that be became after his resurrection 
immutable in his thoughts and entirely without sin (anhamarteton). [In a long interpolation 
further false christological interpretations of Theodore are listed which we can summarize 
briefly: (1) cornpari,on of the unity in Christ with the joining together of husband and wife 
in marriage in Eph 5,31; (2) the misinterpretation of tbe confession by Thomas the apostle 
in In 20,28: he is sa.id to have confessed Christ not as God, but only to have extolled God 
on account of Chri.t resllrrection; (3) in his commenwy on the Acu of rIle AP05tll!S Theodore 
is claimed to bave Plato. Manes, Epicuru.~ ~nd Marcion on 3 par with Chri~t as founders 
of schooh or religions. J rf anyone offers 3 defence for thi» motc impious Theodore. and his 
impious books in which he throws up the aforesaid blasphemies and many other additionlll 
blasphemies against our great God aDd ~aviour Jesus Cbrist, and if anyone fails to 
anathematize him and his heretical books os well as all those who offer 3llccptance or defence 
to him, or who allege that his intcrpretation is correcl, or who write on his behalf or on 
that of his heretical teachings, or who are or have been of the same way of thinking and 
persist until death in this error: let him be anathema. 

Canon XIII: S44 

If anyone defends the impious writings of Theodoret whicb were composed ~gainst the true 
faitb. against the Srst holy synod of Ephesus and against holy Cyril and his Twel;ve Chapters, 
and also defends what Theodoret wtote to support the impious Theodore and Nestorius and 
others who think.in the same way as the aforesaid Theodore and Nestot:ius and accept them 
or their impioty; and if anyone. bCClluse of them. shall accuse of being impious the doctors 
of the Church wbo have stated their belief in the UDion according to subsistence of God 
the Word; and if anyone doe..~ not anathematize these impious books and those who have 
thought or now think in this way, and all those who have written against the true faich 
or again~t holy Cyril and his twelve chapters, and who persist in s.uch impiety until they 
die: let him be anathema. 

541. ACO IV, 1, pp. 218,15-219,11 (Latin); p. 243,1-30 (Greek); canon XII corresponds to 
Keph.11 of the edict of 551; Schwartz, op. cit., 92-4 (Greek); 93-5 (Latin). 

542. This is an expansion of Keph. 11 of the edict. 
543. This word is missing in Keph.ll of the edict. 
544. ACO IV, 1, p. 219,13-21 (Latin); pp. 243,31-244,6 (Greek); see Ktph. 12 of the edict 

of 551: Schwartz, op. cit., p. 94,14-24 (Greek); p.95,13-23 (Latin). 
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Canon XIV: 545 

If anyone defends the letter which Ibas is said to have written to (Latin: the heretical) Mari 
the Persian, which denies that God the Word, who became incarnate of Mary the holy mother 
of God and ever virgin, became man, but alleges that he was only a l;llan born from her, 
whom it describes as a temple, !lJ if God the Word was onc and the man someone quite 
differe.nt; which condemns holy Cyril as if he were 3 heretic, when he gives the true teaching 
of Christians, and accuses holy Cyril of writing opinion, like those of the impious 
Apollinarius; which rebukes the first holy synod of Ephesus, alleging that it condemned 
Nestorius without going into the matter by a formal exarnin:ltion; which claims that the 
twelve chaptets of holy Cyril are impious and opposed to the true faith; and which deftnds 
Theodore lind Nestoriw and their impious tenchings and books. 

If anyone defends the said letter and does not anathematize it ·and all those who offer a 
defence for it and allege that it or a part of it is correct, or if anyone defends those who 
have written or ~hall write in support of it or the impieties contained in it, or supports those 
wbo are bold enough to defend it or its impieties in the name of the holy fathers of the 
holy synod of Chalcedon, and persists in tbese until his death: let him be anathema. 

(iv) The conclusion of the Sententia Synodica546 

Such then are the (Latin: correct) assertions we confess. We have received them from boly 
Scripture, from the teachiDgs of the holy fathers. and from the deflnitions about the one 
and the same faith made by the aforesaid four holy synods. Moreover, condemua~ion has 
been passed by us against the heretics and their impiety., and also against those who have 
justified or shall ju~tify tbe 50-called 'Three Chapters'. aud against those who bave persisted 
or will persist in their own error. If anyone should attempt to hand on, or to teach by word 
or writing. anything contrary to what we have regulated. then if be is a bishop or somebody 
appointed to the dergy, in sO far as he is acting contrary to what befits priests and the 
ecclesiastical status, let him be stripped of the r~l1k of prie.~t or cleric, and if he is a monk 
or lay person, let him be anathema. 

(b) Synthesis of the Council's christology 
The Second · Council of Constantinople belonged to the subsequent 
history of the Council of Chalcedon, and the adjective 'subsequent' was 
so strongly stressed that it was only with difficulty that in large parts 
of the entire Church this Council succeeded in overcoming the barrier 
of the 'fourfold number' of councils.547 The history of its reception was 
just as much interlaced with troubles as its prehistory and its course. 
It was felt to be a betrayal of Chalcedon. The balancing out of win and 
loss for this ecclesiastical assembly is not easy to accomplish, In this 
regard we shall make a distinction between the positive efforts to furnish 

545. ACO IV, 1, pp. 219,23-220,5 (Latin); p. 244,7-21 (Greek); canon XIV corresponds to 
Keph. 13 of the decree of 551: Schwartz, op. elt., p. 94,25-34 (Greek); p.95,24-32 (Latin). 

546. ACO IV, 1, p.220,6-14 (Latin); p.244,22- 30 (Greek); abbreviated in the Fourth 
Lateran Council: Mansi X, 1060AB. 

547. See the informative article by R. Schieffer, 'Das V. Okumenische Konzil in 
kanonistischer Uberlieferung', ZSavSt.K 90 (1973), 1-34. 
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a new expression of Chalcedonian faith and the purely negative, condem­
natory judgements on the Three Chapters. None of the previous councils 
used such caustic language with regard to opinions to be dismissed and 
the proponents of these. There was no attempt to give an objective 
assessment of them. Consequently, no account at all was taken of the 
positive significance of these theologians, in particular of Theodore of 
Mopsuestia. 

(i) The relationship of the Council to the definition of Chalcedon 
In the horos of Chalcedon one must distinguish between two levels of 
statement: the proclamation of the message of God's incarnation in 
Christ in the non-technical language of the confessions of the early 
Church (Nicaea, Constantinople, the Symbol of Union of 433), and 
in conceptually technical language.548 As we have established, in the 
definition of 451 the latter was not intended to be in the foreground, 
but was squeezed into the horos by the back door, as it were. Nevertheless 
the agitation about the Fourth Council occurred precisely because of it: 
one hypostasis in two natures. Was Chalcedon then secretly a concession 
to the dreaded Nestorianism? We have seen what efforts had to be made 
at Constantinople to destroy this suspicion definitively. In a certain 
regard with relation to language and concepts this should have suc~ded, 
but perhaps, and this is our question, only with the alteration or at least 
the continuation of Chalcedon. 

(1) Ti,e 'Olle bypostaBis' I" ChlllceJorlillll rwdm((mJing 

That the Council of 451 still did not furnish the technical expression 
'one hypostasis or person' with a profound, speculative content should 
be regarded as the outcome of research. What did the Council under­
stand by 'one hypostasis' or 'one prosopotl'? The 'one Christ, the one 
hypostasis in two natures' is the end-product - Leontius of Byzantium 
had coined the expression apotelesma for this - of a process of union, 
in which 'one and the same't that is, the eternal, consubstantial Son of 
God assumed to his own complete divine being also a complete human 
nature so that he is both, although he is both before and after one and 
the same - God and human being. Chalcedon calls this 'end-product' 
of the process of union the 'one hypostasis or the one person' which, 
however, maintains both divine and human natures unmingled and 
undivided in their unity, these being manifested also in this one concrete 

548. One is reminded of the distinction betw~en pisca/orie and Aris/ore/ice in tbe Codex Encyclius 
of Emperor Leo I; d. JdChr 13

, 765-8; CCT 11/1, 223 with n.96. 
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subject; for it is discernible that Christ is at the same time God and 
human being. The concept hypostasis is thus not applied specifically and 
exclusively to the pre-existent Logos as subject, although for Chalcedon 
too the Logos is the ultimate subject. What we have just established 
holds for the technical use of the concept, even if this is still rather 
indeterminate. On the basis of the fundamental structure of its 
kerygmatic statement, Chalcedon, as we have said, allows one to see 
clearly where the one hypostasis in Christ is already realized: in the one 
who 'one and the same' is 'perfect in divinity, but one and the same 
is also perfect in humanity'. In brief, as we have ascertained, there then 
arose the custom of identifying the 'one hypostasis' in Christ with the 
hypostasis of the pre-existent Logos (Patriarch Gennadius, Diadochus of 
Photike). In this manner the way was opened for further reflections on 
what constituted the difference between the 'concept' of hypostasis and 
that of 'nature', and finally on what could lead to the elaboration of a 
definition of hypostasis. 

(2) Competing languoges 

The greatest impediment to a general and untroubled acceptance of this 
formula of Chalcedon by the entire Church lay in the old-Alexandrian­
Cyrillian synonymous use of hypostasis and physis for the oikonomia, that 
is, for the order of the incarnation, in contrast to the theologia, for which 
both terms had another content. It is for this reason that Chalcedon with 
its two-natures formula was suspected of Nestorianism by the old­
Oriental tradition. The Council, however, had already taken a step 
forward by abandoning the synonymous use of the two concepts 
hypostasis (prosopon) and physis (ousia). There were now two opposed for­
mulas: (1) 'the one incarnate nature (physis·hypostasis) of the God-Logos', 
and (2) 'the one hypostasis (or person) in two natures'. The subsequent 
history of ChaIcedon to Justinian's time and even beyond that suffered 
from the competition between these two linguistic usages. The rift 
became increasingly deeper. 

Where did Justinian and the Council of 553 stand with regard to 
this problem? 

(3) Emperor Justinian 

As his edict of 551 shows, Justinian created clarity in two respects. 
(I) Terminologically: the Emperor decided clearly for the identical 

usage of the concepts physis and hypostasis in both the theologia and the 
oikonomia. Both terms were now expressly distinguished. The decisive 
passage reads: 
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Thus after we have shown that it is impious to speak of one nature (physis) or essence (ousia; 
Latin: subst,mtia) of the divinity and flesh of Christ, we shall also say this: it is not possible 
to speak of the one nature of Christ in a similar way to how we talk of the one subsistence 
(hypostasis) of the divinity and humanity of Christ, because nature (physis) and hypostasis are 
not the same.549 

(II) From this explanation and from the conditions which the 
Emperor set for tolerating the use of the mia-physis formula, if the worst 
came to the worst, it follows that he himself was not a supporter of 
the demand for a simultaneous use of the two formulas discussed here. 
He decided unambiguously for Chalcedon. 

(4) Constantinople II (553) 

This was also the position of the canons of the Fifth Ecumenical Council. 
(I) The members of the Synod did not use hypostasis and physis, or 

subsistentia and natura, synonymously (cf. Canon V). 
(II) In Canon VII the Council, like Justinian, distinguished between 

a unio secundum subsistentiam, that is, a 'union according to the hypostasis', 
and a 'union according to the nature' which tended to annul the distinc­
tion of the natures (Canon VII, part one; above all Canon VIII). For 
the use of the formula 'from two natures' too the Council put forward 
the same demand, that this had to be understood in the sense of 'union 
according to the hypostasis'. 

(III) Nowhere in the canons can be found the demand for a 
simultaneous use of the two formulas of incarnation, the Chalcedonian 
and the Cyrillian-Alexandrian. As in the decree of 551, Keph.9, in 
Canon VIII the boundaries were demarcated within which the mia-physis 
formula had in fact to be understood. 

(IV) Because of this purified use of formulas the Fifth Ecumenical 
Council was not a weakening of Chalcedonian terminology, but its 
logical continuation. With regard to the basic formula 'one hypostasis or 
person in two natures', the canons of 553 belonged to the history of 
strict Chalcedonianism, because they were not set in competition with 
the mia-physis formula. Nevertheless the use and application of the main 
concepts were clearer and more unambiguous than at Chalcedon. The 
one hypostasis or subsistentia as such was anchored in the pre-existent 
Logos; to him, as the ultimate subject, Christ's human nature was united 
sub ratione subsistentiae;550 the assumption into this one hypostasis of the 
human nature which did not exist in itself was formally the event of 

549. Justinian emp., Conf fidei (CPG 6885): Schwartz, Drei dogm. Schriften, p.86,lS-18. 
550. Cf. canon V: ACO IV, 1, p. 216,23: dei verbum cami secundum subsistentiam unitum. 
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the incarnation or, seen from above, the self-communication of this 
Logos hypostatically to the ensouled flesh, by the Logos creating this 
flesh for himself. 

(ii) The {neo-Chalcedot,ianism' of 553 
In spite of the facts previously established, the Council of 553 has 
the reputation of representing what, since J. Lebon, is termed 'neo­
Chalcedonianism', and because of this having created the christological 
system that is said to be still ours. 551 We must take into account here 
that the extreme neo-Chalcedonian synthesis in the sense of M. Richard 
was no longer attempted. The mia-physis fonnula was discussed briefly, 
but no longer integrated. However, the Cyrillian renaissance had not 
yet been nullified. The Council of 553 in fact had recourse to that Cyril 
who between 431 and 451 gained a hearing from the Fathers, but was 
not taken into the actual conciliar decisions. In this context two groups 
of writings have to be distinguished: (1) the twelve anathemas and (2) 
other 'anti-Nestorian works'. 

(1) Cyril's twelve anathemas in Constantinople IISS2 

The twelve capitula, appended to Cyril's third letter to Nestorius from 
the year 430, were read out at Ephesus (431) and at Chalcedon (451). 
From that time on they received as a whole ceremonial recognition from 
the Council. 553 Individual themes and formulations, however, were also 
extracted. 

Individual formulations: 
(i) Cf. A.12 (DS 263) with Canon X (ACO IV, 1, 218; 242; 

DEC118; *118) in which the contentious so-called theopaschite formula, 
expanded only by the unus ex trinitate, is acknowledged by the Council. 
On this cf. Canon V, conclusion. 

(ii) Cf. A.2 (DS 253) with Canon V (ACO IV, 1, 216; 241; 
DEC 116; *116): henosis kath'hypostasin. Through the adoption of this 
formula the agreement between Chalcedon and Ephesus was stressed. 
While Cyril, however, was able to replace henosis kath'hypostasin by the 
equivalent henosis kata physin (on account of the synonymous use of both 
words),55-4 Constantinople (553) still said only henosis kath'hypostasin 

551. Cf. C. Moeller, 'Le chaIc~onisme et Ie neo-chaicMonisme', in Chalkedon 15, 648. 
552. Cf. DS, nos. 252-63; DBC, 59-61 , *59-*61. 
553. See the S~/llt"tla Sy"odlca, no. 19 (condemnation of the works of Theodoret against the 

twelve capitula): ACO IV, 1, 212-13, and no. 27 (summary): ibid., 214. 
554. Cf. An. 3: DS 254: Ka8'lvw(1lV <pVUIKtfV. 
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(and rejected a henosis kata physin).ss5 This linguistic purification was 
just as much old-Chalcedonian as neo-Chalcedonian, for through it 
Cyril's language was compared with the Chalcedonian distinction of 
hypostasis and physis and was also brought into agreement with the con­
ceptual explanation of the decree of 551.556 Thus not only was the 
language of the anathemas clarified by reference to Chalcedon, but 
Chalcedon too was enriched by Cyril's capitula. 

(iii) Cf. A.8 (DS 259) with Canon IX (ACO "IV, 1, 217-18; 242; 
DEC118; *118): the one worship of Christ, the incarnate Logos, which 
is demanded in both texts, should not be justified, however, according 
to Canon IX on the basis of 'one physis or one oltsia'. 

(2) Other texts of Cyril and the canons of 553 

The concepts ()eOJp(a SS7 and lVVOla pertain to the most important 
notions which were adopted from Cyril to interpret Chalcedon's 
teaching of two natures. 

(i) (Only in intellectual vision' 

As we llave seen (cf. tbe explanation of Canon VII), Justinian's edict (Kep". 8) and C~nou VIII 
of 553 adopted tbese concepts, but with limitations which Cyril had nor yet applied. According 
to Canon VII the use of the forDlula 'in two natures' was positively acknowledged as right confes­
sion (with the almost verbatim citation of the Chalcedoniau text) (ACO IV, 1, p.242,1.-2; 
DEC 1.17; '117). Th~ 'only according to tlreorill or thought' was intended to excludc the Ttnl 
separation or idiohyposrasis of Christ's hUDlllnity. 

As Krpll. 9 of the edict (Schwartz, 92-3) and Canon VIII of Ihe Council show, Justinian's 
purification of terminology, that is, the distinction of hypOJlasis-pnmpolIlIls-a'lIis pllysir and ollSia , 
was essential for th.c appliclltion of this 'according to tl,eorid'. 1£ this distinction were not ta.ken 
into accounr for Canons VII and VIU, then too much strain would be put on this 'pULdy accor­
ding to visio))'. The unmingled would be endangered .. The comm:md to take the 'duality' only 
'according to theorUJ' was related above all to the l'yposrasls (ACO IV, 1, p.242,17-19). The 
heliosis IuJth'hyposlasill no longcr fell under the suspicion of sYllchysls, because min "ypostilsis was 
placed in opposition to the m;n p"ysls and the mia al/sia (ibid., 15~16). Hen<;e we should not 
relate the 'pure /J.eoria' to a nature unity and in thi! way succumb to a false n.eo-Chalcedoruan 
mysticism. It is only a new way of rejecting the teaching of two hypostases. 

(ii) Synthesis or compositio 
The Christian mystery of the oikonomia as the union of God and human 
being, undivided and unmingled, demanded linguistically the expression 
'composition' (syntheSiS, compositio). Even in pre-Chalcedonian christo-

555. Or more exactly: henosis ... kala synthesin or kath'hypostasin. Cf. canon IV: ACO IV, 
1, 241. 

556. Justinian emp., ConJ. fulei (CPG 6885): Schwartz, op. cit., pp.86,29-88,3 (Greek); 
pp. 87,3(}-89,3 (Latin). With this is to be compared canon Vlll (ACO IV, 1, 217 and 242). 

557. Cyril Alex., Ep.46 ad Succens. II (CPG 5346): PG 77, 245A. 
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logy we find the beginning of the history of this group of words, con­
sisting of verbs and gerundives with the noun synthesis at the centre. 
However, this group of words was extremely suspect and at first 
remained so even in the post-Chalcedonian period, until it was made 
presentable at court by Justinian and finally was given a conciliar bless­
ing. We shall c1assify briefly the major variants of the applications of 
this group of words in the service of christology. 

(A) A first christological use of synthetos is found in Origen:SS8 the union of the believer with the 
Lord brings it about that the one so united (syllt/relos) becomes 'one spirit' with him (1 Cor 6,17): 
'how much more divine and better will then be the one united to the Logos of God'. Origen 
means the divinizing union of Jesus' humanity (with body and soul) with the Logos. 

(B) SynthtsiJ in the heretical Logos-sarx chcistologyS59 
Provided the (IlIa can lay claim to authenticity, thi! history begins as early as the Synod of Anrioch 
against Paul of Samosm.S60 The Arian Eudoxius of Antioch (357-359; from 359 to 369 bishop 
of Constantinople) speaks of Christ, the human being without a soul, and says; 'the whole is 
one nature after the composition' (Hahn, Bibl. d.S., S 191). 

Apollinariu5 of Laodicea; Christ is '3 sYllt/resls of the human type' (alJvOeatr; dv8puJ1toe/6,'~)' 
that is, what the body-soul unity is in the human being is in Christ the exclusive Logos-sarx 
unity. It is a question of a strict sytrtlreru between twO incomplete nBtures, so that 3 genuine 
'nature unity' in Aristotle's sense comes into existence.561 

(C) Cyrillian usage 
Cyril Alex., Bp. 46 ad SUlCeIlS. II (CPG 5346); PG 77, 241BC; 'Unity (to hen) is truly expressed 
not only of simple things according to nature, but also of things which are united according 
to composition (tnl TWI' KaTd aIJv8ealv ulJv"Yllevwv).' He says this in relation to the mill physls 
ill Chmt and refers to the body~rocl analogy. 

558. Origen, C. Celsum n, 9: Koetschau, p. 137,3. On this see P. Loofs, 'Die ''Ketzerei'' 
Justinians' , in HJlrrruck-B/rnmg. BtilrIJge zlIr Klrc/rengesdric1rl~ (Leipzig, 1921) (232-48), 239. 

559. Cf. jdCh, 13
, Greek index; sy"thesis, Latin: composilio. 

560. According to M. Richard it is a matte! of later Apol.l.inaru.n forgeries. See jdC/ir J 3, 

296-9; F. Loofs considers them authentic; arl. ,it., 239. 11\ a thorough investigation M. 
Simonetti, 'Per rivalutazione di alcune testimonianze su Paolo di SamosatJl', RSLR 24 (1988), 
177-210, now d.efends with H. de Riedmlltten the authenticity of these fragments of this synod 
of 268. According to H. de Riedmatten, Les IICles tlu proc~s de Paul de Snrlfosale :::: Paradosls 6 
(PDDourg, 1952), MalchiO.D defend, the syrrtlresis in Christ against Paul of Sammata (op. cit., 147, 
Frag. S, 22); Malchion asks; 'Le Verbe ct son CO(J'5 ne sont pas ~mposes?Paul: QU'3 lucun prix 
il ne soit compose ni metang~! Malcllion: Si tu ne veux pas admettre 1a cOII/posit/o,r, e'en pour 
ne pas devoir dire que Ie Fils de Dieu a etc substtIJitifi6 (otlatwaDal) dans son corps.' Cf. also 
Frag. S, 23 (ibid.); The Logos is substantially united with his human body, '~t3nt Ie marne de 
par 1a composition et l'nnion substantielle a lui' (while Paul does not consider the Logos as /rypos/DSU 
lind does not accept any substantial unity between Logos and body, any syll/lresls). M. Simonetti 
(197) draws attention to the fact that in fragments 30 and 36 MalchioD interprets Christ as 3 

unity of Logos and SIIrx (without Christ's soul); if the fragments are authentic, as Simonetti 
accepts, Malcllion is the first proponent of the strict Logos-sa", schema. The teon synthesis hare 
gains already the meaning which it would subsequently have in Apollioarius. See H. de Riedmat­
ten, op. d1., 154-5 (Frag.30); 156-7 (Prag.36) . Simonetti (197-8) stresses, however, that in 
spite of the same Logos-sa", schema the terminology of the ApolIInanans is different £Com that 
of Malchion. 

561. See I. R. Torrance, Christologyafter CluJkedon (Norwich, 1988), 65 with further examples. 
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Cyril knows that synthesis at the same time also exprcues distinction: 'although in the concept 
of composition the differen.ce of the things, which are brought together according to nature, is 
expressed at the same time' (241C). We must note that (1) the concept synthesis is rare in Cyril 
and (2) in the ~ple adduced be remains in the domain of the unio in natura et secundum naturam, 
which remains the major handicap of the Cyrillian-Severan mk!.physis teaching. 

(D) Severus of Antioch 
(1) Letter 25 to the Bmesans: PO 12, 222-48: Severus describes the incarnation as a 'synthesis 
from two elements', which in the Emmanucl are present unmingled (he speaks in this way to 
fend off monophysite misundcf$tandings anlong some Christians in Emesa). 

(2) Against John the Grammarian he still rejects the expression 'one composite nature' (G. 
imp. Gr., Or. II, 10: CSCO 112, p.81,23-26). He is also opposed to the equation by the 
Grammarian of 'two united natures' = 'one composite nature' (mk! physis synthetos). In this he 
smells the Nestorian division. 
(3) The most severe rebuff was suffered by Sergius Scholasticus for his infelicitous idea of the 
ousk! synthetos, that is, the composite essence which is called 'Christ'. See Ep. III ad Sever. Ant.: 
CSCO 120, pp. 114,25-115,2 (the main text for synthesis). 
(4) According to J. Lebon, finally, even if cautiously, Severus did use, however, the formula 
'one composite nature and hypostasis' (Le monophysisme sevlrien, 319). 

(E) Synthesis in its use among the Chalcedonians 
(1) Justinian and the Scythians 
From the very beginning Justinian comes into contact with the idea of the 'christological com· 
positio' through the Scythian monks 562 and their theological sources, to which the acta of the 
Synod of Antioch (268), and additionally Euthymius, belong. For the Scythians (John Maxentius) 
the mw christological formula says: 'composition from two realities'. It is claimed that by this 
expression both Nestodus and Eutychcs are elCc\uded. 

In Justinian we have the unhindered adoption of compositio, thus of the Latin terminology, 
but also of synthesis and the whole associated Greek semantic field. Does Justinian have other 
sources? 
(2) Leontius of Jerusalem 563 

In the sixth century he is the strongest advocate for the christological application of synthesis. 
Negatively: he rejects the expression 'composite nature' (PG 86, 1485D3-4) as much as that 

of the 'composite hypostasis'. 
Positively: his formula states that 'the natures are composed according to the hypostasis' 

(1485D). 
His presupposition is the explicit distinction of the concepts physis and hypostasis. The two 

words are no longer synonymous. 
Hi's interpretation of Christ's one "ypos/asis before and after the incarnation is strange. Here 

is an incriminatory element in his christology, with which Leontius in fact remains isolated. 
Because of this he cannot produce the Omoll of Orthodoxy, as he claims (PG 86. 1568A8-CIO). 
Tn Emperor Justini'aD we do not find this concrete interpretation, b~sed on the Basilian teaching 
about idiomata, of the enhypostasis of Christ's humanity ill Christ's hypOIIDSiJ. but .certainly we 
do find the frequent use of synthesis in the framework of a clear demnrcation of the main 
christological terms. Can Leontius be considered as a source for Justinian? It i~ not to be ruled 
out, particularly if we are to assume that Leontius of Jerusalem also wrote in Constantinople.564 

562. See above, Chapter One, pp.317- 43. 
563. See above:, Part Two. Chapter Three, pp. 271-312 (Leontiu! of Jerusalem). 
564. See P. T. R. Gny, TI,e Defense ofChalctdoll {II the BtlSt (451-553) (Leiden. 1979), 122-41. 

Gray draws attention to the fact that M. Richard considered this Leontius of Jerusalem as a 
participant in the doctrinal dialogue of 532, in M. Richard, 'Leonce de Jerusalem et Leonce de 
Byzance', MSR 1 (1944), 35-88 = Cp. Min. III, no. 59; against this position see D. B. Evans, 
Leontius of Byzantium: An Origenist Christology, DOS 13 (Washington, 1970), 156-83. According 
to Gray, Leontius of Jerusalem wrote between 538 and 550. 
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This question, however. can remain open. It is important that the true title of the work Contra 
MO/lophysil4S reads: 'Apori4i against those who say "one composite nature" of Our Lord Jesus, 
witnesses of the saints, and an analysis of their teaching' (PG 86, 1769).565 

Summary 

Just like Justinian's edict of 551, the christology represented in the canons 
of the Council of 553 proves to be moderate neo-Chalcedonianism (in 
the sense delineated above). 

Concluding judgement on the Second Council of 
Constantinople (553) 

The Council did not originate from the best of motives, and in various 
respects it remains historically suspect. In spite of this it is accorded a 
positive function in the subsequent history of Chalcedon up to the 
present; this needs to be demarcated clearly. 

1. The fact that the Three Chapters dispute was conceived by 
Theodore Askidas as a 'diversionary manoeuvre' in the face of Emperor 
Justinian's anti-Origenist action remained concealed from the majority 
of the members of the Synod; nevertheless it was detrimental to the 
atmosphere of the Council. Positive christological and theological work 
was pushed too much into the background in favour of the negative task 
of expressing condemnations of writings (or persons) from the distant 
past which, as can be proved, caused no discernible damage in the 
Imperial Church of the East at that time nor in the Latin West. Develop­
ment had already passed beyond the weaknesses of a Theodore of Mop­
suestia. Aneo-Nestorianism within the Imperial Church was not a threat. 

2. We should not overlook the fact that the relatively widely spread 
'anti-Chalcedonian affect' used the Three Chapters dispute for its own 
purposes; in particular African and Roman theologians of this time 
recognized this . For this reason at the Council itself little energy was 
expended to develop the major christological document of the early 
Church, namely the de.6nition of Chalcedon, from the potential material 
and language present in the definition itself, which until then had been 
too little exploited. 

3. Emperor Justinian made the most valuable contribution in this 
direction by giving prominence in his ConJessio reetae fidei of 551 to a 
uniform terminology in the spirit of Chalcedon (with the distinction of 

565. Cf. P. T. R. Gray, op. cit., 123, n.91. 
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hypostasis-person from physis-ousia = nature-essence). In this way he also 
removed from the mia-pl,ysis formula its innate ambiguity and advanced 
the guiding principle for an interpretation that a Chalcedonian could 
also accept. 

4. In this interpretation of his the Emperor also excluded that 
theologically contestable suggestion of the 'neo-Chalcedonians' who, 
through the simultaneous use of two formulas of different origin and 
direction of thought, wanted to shut out heresies like Nestorianism and 
Eutychianism more unequivocally than Chalcedon had already done in 
all clarity. 

5. The Council unfortunately did not address the real task at that time 
of presenting a definition of hypostasis-person in contradistinction to that 
of nature-essence. Without such a conceptual clarification the tension 
between the Chalcedonians and non-Chalcedonians could not be 
eliminated, as long as one still moved on the level of formulas that 
sounded contradictory. The Council also did not open people's eyes to 
the necessary distinction between the unio in hypostasi et secundum hypo­
stasin on the one hand, and the unio in natura et secundum naturam on the 
other. Justinian's edict on faith could have been of some assistance in 
this regard. 

6. What was incorporated from Cyril's language to ward off 
Nestorianism and was proclaimed in general as universally valid for the 
future (Cyril's twelve anathemas) certainly focused the Church's reflec­
tion on its faith in the direction of the henosis in Christ, but a full integra­
tion of these elements was hardly achieved. The best synthesis between 
Cyril and Chalcedon still remained the definition of Chalcedon itself, 
especially if it was read against the background of the old Symbols and 
Cyril's Laetentur letter. 

7. To set Constantinople II (553) as 'neo-Chalcedonian' over the 
Council of 451 may generate some advantages ecumenically. It will be 
only conditionally conducive to a pure, uniform development of 
Chalcedonian christology. 



CHAPTER FIVE 

THE FINAL THEOLOGICAL ACTIONS OF EMPEROR 
JUSTINIAN 

With its condemnation of the Three Chapters the Council of 553 did 
not fulfil what Theodore Askidas had painted for the Emperor as a 
utopian dream: the restoration of ecclesiastical unity which had been 
shattered on account of Chalcedon. In the East nothing changed, except 
that the division consolidated itself in Syria through the building up of 
an anti-Chalcedonian hierarchy; in the West a part of the Latin Church 
ended up in schism; the Severan or Julianist South (Egypt) took no notice 
of the Council of 553. The victims who were most affected were the 
three accused and condemned teachers. Certainly there were some defi­
ciencies in them which can be explained historically; these were rightly 
excluded. Through the purely negative and undifferentiated condemna­
tion, however, the positive contribution of these men to the Church's 
theology in general would from then be discrf'dited. In a palpable manner 
the relations between the Greek-Chalcedonian and the Persian Churches 
now suffered.566 The establishment of their dogmatic and canonical 
autonomy would only be accelerated by the unbelievably harsh 
judgements passed on their real teacher, Theodore of Mopsuestia.567 It 
is as though the Emperor was conscious of the harshness of the actions 
against this Church from 543 to 553, which indeed during his reign 
under the direction of Abraham of Beth Rabban (510-569/570) 
expanded the school of Nisibis to make it a theological centre, the like 
of which Byzantium did not possess. All the higher clergy was trained 
there. Happily the connections of the Old-Oriental Church to Byzan­
tium and to the West were nevertheless not interrupted. One of the most 

566. Cf. the important study by A. Guillaumont, 'Justinien et I'Eglise de Perse', OOP 23/24 
(1969), 39-66, esp.54. We shall discuss this study in more detail in the treatment of the 
christology of the Persian Church. 

567. A. Guillaumont, art. cit., 55, n. 75 cites the following as particularly significant from 
actio V: ACO IV, 1, 83, no. 14: '11 y eut un homme pestilentiel, ou plutOt une Mte sauvage, 
un diable ayant forme humaine, appele de faton trompeuse Theodore [= Don de Dieu), qui 
porta Ie vl!tement et Ie nom d'~v~que, cache dans quelque recoin et lieu illCOODU de la terre. 
II Mopsueste, bOUTg sans importance de )3 Cilicie seconde.' In any case the beginning ·of the 
ubtlh/$ ad Prod Corm. (CPO 5775) of Basil archim. Const. is involved here. Filled with hatred, 
Basil had written this documept against Theodore (d. above, p. 414 and n. 388). The Council 
of 553 incorporated this writing into the acta. 
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significant catholicoi of the Persian Church, Aba I (540-552), a convert 
from Mazdaism, before his elevation to this office made a long journey 
to Palestine, Egypt and Greece in the company of a certain Thomas of 
Edessa, his teacher of Greek. In Alexandria he was even allowed to 
explain the scriptures using Theodore's commentary. He seems to have 
made contact there with Cosmas Indicopleustes, who shortly after 543, 
the year of the first condemnation of the Three Chapters, wrote his 
Christian Topography and regarded Mar Aba as his teacher. 568 Finally 
Mar Aba and his companion Thomas came to Constantinople where, 
according to his biographer,569 he proclaimed 'the true faith'. Emperor 
Justinian heard of this and wanted to see the Oriental teacher, who, 
however, avoided the encounter and immediately left Constantinople. 
According to the 'Chronicle of Se'ert',570 Justinian wanted to compel 
Mar Aba and Thomas to condemn Diodore, Theodore and Nestorius. 
When these refused, the Emperor supposedly ordered their mutilation, 
but this was not carried out. Nevertheless this (questionable) report, 
together with a series of others,571 shows that Justinian, inspired com­
pletely by the Constantinian idea of unity, wanted to extend his religio­
political activity to the Church of Persia as well. 

I. THE DOCTRINAL DIALOGUE WITH THE PERSIAN CHURCH IN 561 

We have two testimonies from ecclesiastical historians about a doctrinal 
dialogue between Justinian and representatives of the Persian Church 
which relate to the same event, but differ in their dating. 

1. The report of Bar~adbesabba of 'Arbaya 
(from the end of the sixth century) 

According to the report of this Nestorian ecclesiastical historian the 
Emperor attempted to move Abraham of Beth Rabban, the head of the 

568. See A. Guillaumont, art, cit., 45, n. 26, with reference to the Christian Topography II, 
2: Wolska-Conus, SC 141, 306-307. The name Patrikios, which appears there, is the Greek 
translation of Mar Aba. 

569. Cf. Vie de Mar Aba in His/(Jire de Mar-Jabalaha, ed. Bedjan (paris, Leipzig, 21895), 
221-222; A. Guillaumont, art. cit., 45, n.27. 

570. Chron. ofSe'ert: Scher, PO 7,156. A. Guillaumont, art. cit., 45-6 with n. 29. We should 
note that this sojourn in Constantinople is to be assigned to about 532, when Justinian was 
dealing with the Severans and did not wish the activity of 'Nestorians' in the capital. In 532 
Mar Aba returned to his country. 

571. See A. Guillaumont, art. cit., 46-8, where in conclusion he writes: 'Malgre l'autonomie 
ecclesiastique et la separation dogmatique. les rapports restaient donc encore ~troits entre les chre­
tiens de Perse et l'Empire byzantin.' We shall return to this. 
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school of Nisibis, to present himself at court in order to defend his faith 
there and to answer a series of prepared questions.572 With reference to 
his advanced age and his teaching commitments Abraham rejected such 
a journey, but forwarded a written confession and replied to the ques­
tions which had been directed at him. He refused to strike the names 
of the Three Chapters from the diptychs. In his stead, however, he 
sent Bishop Paul with some companions to Byzantium. According to 
Barlpdbesabba they appeared before the Emperor. 'defended the faith 
which they confessed and the Fathers which they preached; they then 
returned from there in great triumph'. 573 

2. The 'Chronicle of Se'ert'574 

This chronicle compiled by a Nestorian completes the report of 
Barpadbesabba:575 

It is reported that Justinian, after establishing peace with Khosrau, asked I1im to send him 
some Persian sages. Khosrau sent him Paul, the metropolitan of Nisibis, Mari, the bishop 
ofBalad, Barsauma, the bishop of Qardou, !Sai, an exegete from Se\eucia, !So'yahb of Anoun, 
who later became catholicos of the Bast, and Babai, the bishop ofSbigar. He Dustinian) received 
them all with honour. The disputation whicll was written down luted three days. They 
[the Pers1ansJ made the orthodox faith known. [After stating that the Emperor had que~­
tioned Hahai J!hout p3s~~ges from scripture and the Fathers as proof. and the latter 
had obviously impres ed the ruler, the report continues]: They gave him to understand that 
neither the nature could exist without Ityposrasls nor the liypostasis without nature, and that 
therefore logically the two natures could not be one single 'lypostllSU. Justinian listened to 

them and sent them back overwhelmed with honour. As 3 consequence. however, he changed 
his viewpoint by anathematizing Diodore and his companions. 

The conclusion of this report of the 'Chronicle of Se'ert' seems to sug­
gest that the doctrinal dialogue took place before or during the Three 
Chapters dispute. However, there are good reasons for maintaining that 
the peace settlement alluded to is not that of 532,576 but is to be placed 

572. Bar~adbesabba of 'Arbaya, Hist. ss. PP.: ed. Nau, P09 (1913), 628-630. Cf. CCT 
11/1, Ad Fontes, 37. 

573. Barhadbesabba, Hut. ss.PP.: PO 9, 628-630 at 630. 
574. See GCT 11/1, Ad Fontes, 32; I. Ortiz de Urbina, Patrologia Syriaca (Rome. 1965), 24. 
575. Chronicle of $e'ert: PO 7, 187-188; A. Guillaumont, art. cit., 5G-1. 
576. A. Scher, in PO 7, 187, n. 6, and A. Vaahus, History of the School ofNisibis = CSCO 266 

(Louvain, 1965), 153, wrongly argue for 532. Voabus considers the Chalcedonian-Severan doc­
trinal dialogue of 532 (Letter of Innocent of Maronia and the Syrian report), which we have 
already dealt with, as identical with the conference we are discussing here. Only Nestorians. 
however, participated in it. Cf. A. Guillaumont, art. cit., 51, n.58. 
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in 561. 577 Consequently the Persian mission to the capital can be 
assigned to 562 or 563. This dating also brings about agreement with 
the report of Bar~adbeSabba, in particular with regard to the age of 
Abraham of Beth Rabban (d. 569). Thus it was Justinian himself, as the 
'Chronicle of Se'ert' mentions, who asked the Persian king Khosrau to 
send Persian theologians - a request which Khosrau met with the 
delegation of 562/563. How the doctrinal dialogue in Constantinople 
proceeded is preserved in a fragment of an anti-Ne torian monophysite 
collection. 578 Its content will be presented later in the depiction of 
Nestorian christology. 

The course of this initiative in making contact with the Persian 
Church and theology reminds us directly of the doctrinal dialogue of 
532. On both occasions it ended in three days.579 Just like the Severans, 
the Persian theologians did not condescend to any concession. The 
anathemas of 553 may have had their share in this negative result. 

The fact that it is only the latest research that has produced a relatively 
complete picture of a further a tempt by Justinian to realize his Eusebian­
Constantinian ideal of unity of faith in the Imperial Church 580 also 
creates a prejudice in judging the Emperor's final action which, con­
sidered in isolation, seems to tarnish his memory significantly. What is 
in question is nothing other than a 'heresy' of the aging Emperor. which 
he allegedly confessed in his reputed 'Edict on Aphthartodocetism'561 
and to which he wanted to commit the Church. 

577. See the whole argumentation of A. Guillaumont, art. cit., 51-2. The Chronicle of Se'ert: 
Scher, PO 13, 568 and a note in the 'Catalogue of Christian Writers' of 'Abdiso' Bar Berika 
(= Ebedjesu) fit in with this. The latter mentions a Displltalio adverrlls Caesorem (I. S. Assemani, 
BO III/l. 88), which refers to the conference of 562/563. The Copt Abou'l Barakat confirms 
this report (Assemani, op. ell. , 632; A. VOObU5, The &hool oJ Niriilis: CSCO 266, 172). 

578. A. Guillaumont, lIrt. cil. , 52-3; the fragment is f. und in B.L. Add. 14535, fo1. 16v-20r. 
Guillaumont (art. cit., 62-6) gives a French translation and a facsimile copy of the Syriac text. 
Both are reproduced in Amelotti-Migliardi Zingale, Sentti teologid ed ecclesiastici de 
Giustiniano = Subsidia III (Milan, 1977), 179-192. 

579. A. Guillaumont, art. cit., 53, n. 70 (with a further example) highlights this circumstance. 
580. This attempt of 562/563, however, now reached beyond the borders of the Imperial 

Church. 
581. The expression 'aphthartodocetism' is just as unsuited to the (allegedly promulgated) 

decree of Justinian as it is to Julianism, and in particular to the Chalcedouian 'aphthartics' whom 
Leontius of Byzantium refuted. Hence it is to be recommended that one ~peak only of 'aphthar­
tics' or of the 'aphthartic' interpretation of Christ's earthly reality . 
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II. 'HERESY' OR THE EMPEROR'S FINAL INITIATIVE TO RESTORE 

UNITY OF FAITH 

1. The state of research 

It has been said that the series of theologico-political actions undertaken 
by Justinian I, which from beginning to end had been accompanied by 
many critical qualifications, ended with a document that has been 
described as 'caprice imperial' ,s82 namely with the decree which is 
claimed to have ordered the acceptance of the 'aphthartodocetist' inter­
pretation of Christ's earthly reality. For a century the judgements passed 
by significant and less significant researchers have pointed in this direc­
tion. 583 E. Stein, in contrast, is much more differentiated in his judge­
ment. 584 Indeed he establishes that towards the end of 564 the Emperor 
promulgated an edict which proclaimed that Christ's body was of an 
incorruptible and impassible nature. 585 He claims, however, that it was 
the Emperor's intention and conviction, as it was in his earlier 
decisions (on the theopaschite question, on Origenism, on the Three 
Chapters dispute), to remain personally in the framework of the norms 
of the (four) ecumenical councils. Stein argues that a decree of December 
562 (CPG 6890) certainly bears witness to this attitude. A fragment of 
this decree is transmitted by the Doctritla Patnml, in which once again 
the teaching of the one hypostasis ip two natures is stressed,586 although 

582. Theexpression stems from]. Pargoire, L 'Egli.sebyzallll"~ de S27a 847 (paris. 21905). 41-2. 
583. They arc listed by F. Ca.rcione, 'L' "aftartodocetismo" di Giustiniano: una mistificatione 

strumcntale del disseru;o politico-rcligio~o' , StRiOrC, 7 (1984) (71-8), 71. n. 1. The first is A. 
Knecht, Die Re/igiollspollilk Krllm J"s/illIIltIS I. (Wuu:burg, 1896). 140-4. On t;his cf. R. Haacke, 
in C/UI/keJolI II, 152-3. Then there follow the well-known names: C. Diehl. 1. Pugoire. J. B. 
Bury, J. Maspero, L. Duchesne, L. Br~hier (PHche-Martin IV, 1937,480-1), M. Jugie, as tbe 
sc~thing reviewer of the diffcrent opinion of W. H. Hutton, The Clm,," of the Sixth Celll"ry 
(London, 1897) 303--9, in 'L'emperem justin]en a-t-i1 ~te apbtb:tl'todocete?', EO 31 (1932), 
399-402. For all that, Jugie mentions (399-400) that in tile third edition of the work of Pargoire 
(1923) an anonymous editor added a critical appendix to these eulier remarks (41- 2). Never­
theless jugie was still of the opinion that 'cc plaidoycr pro Jus/illiano [by Hutton] De repose sur 
aucun fondement solide' (400). Por 3 long time in German theology F. Loofs, 'Die "Ket2erei" 
justinians'. in Han/ack-Elmmg. Bfltrage Zrlr Ki"hengeschlcl,te (Leipzig, 1921), 232-48, was 
decisive. The article still has value, even if some corrections and additions bave to be made. 

584. E. Stein, Hisroire d'l Bas-Eli/piTt n (1949), 685-90. 
585. In hi~ treatment of julianist teaching E. Stein, op. cit., 233-5, presents this in more detail; 

on 686 he interprets this edict as 'opposed to the spirit . if not indeed the Jetter of Chalcedonian 
christology, even if this is interpreted in ~ Cyrillian sense'. 

586. TJJe text is in P. Diekllmp, Doctrlrra Patm"" 134; Am.clotti-Migliardi Zingale, Sen'lIi 
le%glel, 194, Greek. and Latin. Here we give ule Latin: sl 9uls, substantia/em Sillt rIIllura/em urrlla/tlll 
ill mrsttrio CI,Tisti a/mIS, I,oc modo "orr irrte/legil, 'jllod sruperrda ;,,,onrol/o dlllls Sllbstm,t/as [= ousias] 
siue nalllms [P"rselsjlll ,mam subsistent/am [hypos/asi,,) rmiull, sed ex /roc ullam Itatllram sive mbstall/lnm 
[ousllll'J Christi fo'tam esse dicit, /a/15 allathema sll. 
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the decree on aphtharsia would already have been in the drafting stage. 
The catholic world, it is claimed, should have been prepared 'sur la 
portee de l'innovation retentissante qui se preparait'. 587 E. Stein rightly 
establishes that the Severans were not affected at all by the condemnation 
of the Three Chapters in 553. The Emperor's hopes for union were 
dashed. His religious politics with regard to the Severans were a failure. 
Nevertheless he did not abandon his goals. He attempted to realize these 
now with the final, but very powerful party which regarded Julian of 
Halicarnassus as its leader. For, in the opinion of E. Stein, the Julianists 
would have behaved differently with regard to the new edict than the 
Severans would have done. At least they reacted, even if in a sense that 
ran counter to the Emperor. Instead of reconciling themselves with the 
Imperial Church, they took the edict of 562 as an opportunity to choose 
for their 'sect' a new patriarch by the name of Elpidius,588 whom the 
Emperor immediately ordered to be brought bound to Constantinople. 
The deported patriarch, however, died while being transported to Sigris. 

2. Evidence for an 'aphthartic' action by Justinian 

The researching and interpreting of the sources 589 are still in a state of 
flux. According to Michael the Syrian, the occasion that prompted talk 
of the Emperor's turn to aphthartic teaching was his reception at the 
court of Constantinople of one of the leading Julianists, the bishop of 
Joppe (modem-day Jaffa).590 This is certainly to be placed soon after 
560. The first to react against Justinian's new attitude was Eustochius, 
the Patriarch of Jerusalem, whose subordinate the bishop of Joppe 
was. 591 In 563/564, however, he was deposed by the Emperor. It was 
maintained that it was suggested to the Emperor by the new adviser that 
through the acceptance of the aphthartic teaching a reconciliation with 

587. E. Stein, op. cit., 686 with n.2. Cf. F. Carcione, art. cit., 75. 
588. Cf. Theoph., Chron. A.M. 6057: de Boor I, p. 241,6-10; J. Maspero, Histoire des paIr. 

d'Alexandrie, 214. 
589. C. W. F. Walch, E/uwurj titler lJoTlslilndlgen Historie der Kezereien, Spaltungen und 

Religionsstreitigkeiten, Ins auf die ZeltCtl der Refomlatioll, 8 (Leipzig, 1778), 55~40, should still 
be regarded as an overview worthy· of note. 

590. Michael Syr., Chron. IX, 34: Chabot II, 272: 'Un eveque stupide, de la ville de Joppe 
en Palestine, s'attacha a lui et pervertit son esprit par l'heresie des Phantasiastes. II se mit a dire 
que Ie corps de Notre-Seigneur n'etait pas passible et corruptible.' The Emperor is said to have 
disseminated this teaching by numerous writings. 

591. E. Stein; His/olre till Bas-Empil'l! 11. 685. says that this bishop, whose Dllme we do not 
know, became at the end of Justinian's reign 'Ie lheologien Ie plus ~oute de I'empereur' . 
Theodore Askidas died in 558. It is claimed that it was throug,b the influence of the Bishop 
of Joppe that the deposition of the Patriarch ·of Jerusalem happened. Macanus took his place. 
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the Julianists was possible, even if already no unity with the Severans 
could be established.592 According to various historians it was intended 
that this should happen by means of an 'edict'. According to Theophanes 
all bishops of the Empire were obliged to subscribe the Emperor's 
'edict'.593 Patriarch Eutychius of Constantinople (like Apollinarius of 
Alexandria) was said to have opposed this and was taken prisoner on 
22 January 565. On 31 January he was deposed after he had refused to 
appear before a synodos endemousa which was completely in the Emperor's 
hand. Finally he was banished to Amaseia in Pontus, to the monastery 
from which he had been called in 552 to the patriarchal throne of the 
capital. His successor was John Scholasticus of Antioch, who for six years 
had been the apocrisiarius of the Patriarch of Antioch.594 

Eustratius in his Vita Eutychii reports in detail on these events. 595 
According to him the Emperor's main thesis stated: 

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ became incorruptible from the very beginning of the 
union (dq,(Jap-rov 'f0 aiiJJJa • • • t{ atl~~ tvwallWC; YIlYllvi/a8a/). 596 

Eustratius maintains that this teaching almost ruined the whole world. 
He interprets the Emperor's intention as strict docetism: 'fantasy, not 
truth, is the becoming flesh and a human being of the God-Logos'.597 
Together with the Vita Eutychii of Eustratius, the Church History of 
Evagrius is closest to the course of events in 565. Evagrius reports that 
Justinian wrote an 'edict' in the Roman mode of expression: 

in which he called the body of the Lord incorruptible and unreceptive for the physical and 
blameless passions; thus he said that the Lord had already eaten before the passion as he did 
after the resurrection; that he experienced no change or alteration from his formation in the 
womb onwards, not even in the voluntary and physical passions, just as after the resurrection 
of his holy body. 598 

592. E. Stein, op. cit., 685-6 . 
593. Theophanes, Chron . A.M. 6057: de Boor, pp. 240,31-241,15. Michael Syr., Chron. IX, 

34: Chabot II, 272. 
594. Cf. E. Stein , 0p. cit. , 687- 8. 
595. Eustrat., Vita Elltycll/i (CPG 7520), V-VIII: PG 86, 2316-2368; on the deposition of 

Eutychlu5 see also Ni;rephorus Ca1Iistus, HE XVII, 29-31: PG 147, 292-301; in addition Michael 
Clykas. AIlIlal. IV: PC 158, S09AB; finally Victor Tunnun., Chronicon, a. 565: PL 68, 962; 
Mommsen II, MGH 11, 205. 

596. Eustrat. Vita EutyehU, IV, 33: PG 86, 2313B. 
597. Ibid., PC 86, 2313C. The Emperor's naYvete (hap/otes) is said to have led him to be 

deceived by the study of the Origenists (Origen, Evagrius and Didymus) and by the word 'incor­
ruptible' (PG 86, 2316A.C). 

598. Evagrius Schol., HE lV, 39: Bidez-Parmentier, p.19O,l6-23; d. P. Allen, Evagrius 
Stbolasticm lilt ChmdJ His/arlall (Louvain, 1981), 204-5. Evagrius stresses that the Emperor forced 
all bishops to subscribe to the edict and that Anastasius of Antioch was the leader of the resistance 
against this (Bidez-Parmentier, p. 190,23-26). 
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3. Modern discussion about the Emperor's aphthartic activity 

There is great confusion among historians with regard to the Emperor's 
new development towards aphtbartic teaching and a corresponding 
'edict'. Up to the present no completely convincing solution has been 
found. We shall present here briefly two more recent attempts at a 
clarification. 

(a) P. Van den Ven (1965):599 this scholar begins in particular with 
a criticism of the chronological ordering of the course of events. He 
asserts that the major mistake consists in the fact that various phases 
which Justinian had gone through on the way to extreme measures 
vis-ii-vis the Church are assigned to a time-span which is too short. Van 
den Ven claims that E. Stein, starting from a false interpretation of 
Eustratius' Vita, assumed that the edict had been promulgated towards 
the end of 564, but certainly before January, 565. But Stein, he says , 
did not consider that it was a question of a preparatory document, a 
xo.PT11C;, which the Emperor had read out before a third party, namely 
Patriarcb Eutychius, in order to be able to judge the reaction of his 
audience.600 The Emperor broke Eutychius' resistance by having him 
brutally driven away &om his see on trivial pretexts, not, however, on 
account of his refusal to subscribe an 'edict' which had not yet been 
published.601 

He [the Emperor] also refrained from any coercive measure with regard to his [Eutychius'] 
successor, who was more astute than the old monk and from whom he knew that he would 
not receive (from him) a positive and official assent to his dogmatic ideas. Negotiations in 
various directions were conducted and pressure was exerted on bishops of the entire Empire, 
which only ceased with the death of Justinian.602 L. Brehier is perhaps not far from the 
truth when he writes that one is not sure whether the edict, the text of which one does 
not know at all, was promulgated and then sent to Rome; for one does not know of any 
reaction on the side of the Apostolic See.603 

599. P. Van den Ven, 'L'accession de Jean Ie Scholastique au siege patriarcal de Constantinople 
en 565', Byz 35 (1965), 320-52. 

600. Ibid., 342. He refers to his statements on 325-8 and the course of events which he 
established there. Cf. PG 86, 2316C: 0 paUIA-ef)(;,(5v ~7ro('Iuev Xdp-r'lv ••• U)'wv. After the 
reading out of the text, it is claimed that the Emperor demanded that Patriarch Eutychius accept 
this 'logos'. 

601. Cf. ibid., 342-3; 350-1 with 322: the vita of Symeon Stylites the Younger also points 
in this direction. Cf. idem, 'Les ecnts de s. Symeon Ie Stylite Ie Jeune avec trois sermons inedits', 
Mus 70 (1957), 1-57 (d. CPG 7365-7369). 

602. Evagrius Schol., HE IV, 39-41: Bidez-Parmentier, pp. 190,23-192,3; P. Van den Ven, 
art. cit., 343, n. 1, with 336-8. 

603. P. Van den Ven, art. cit., 343-4. In such an important matter there would certainly have 
been a Roman reaction. 



FINAL THEOLOGICAL ACTIONS OF JUSTINIAN 471 

An important fact is certainly stressed here, a fact which can also 
be expanded in a completely different way by the deposed Patriarch 
Eutychius. The work on the 'Distinction of nature and personf604 

which stems from the time of his exile in Amaseia, in spite of its 
christological terminology, contains no allusion at all to a text of Justi­
nian and the aphthartic question. 6OS Had the deposition of the Patriarch 
been caused in the main by his refusal to subscribe an edict, a critique 
of such an edict on the part of the Patriarch would have been expected. 

(b) F. Carcione (1984):606 the author of this article is of the opinion 
that Justinian's conversion to 'aphthartodocetist teaching' is not to be 
accepted on objective grounds. This thesis could only arise because the 
ancient historians confused tbe dialogue with 'Julianism' really pursued 
by tbe Emperor with an actual acceptance of this heresy. On the basis 
of this interpretation, it is maintained, rested the 'orthodox' complaints 
about the Emperor when he opened the way for a final undertaking of 
his religious politics, which were orientated as always towards the restora­
tion of unity of faith in the Empire. According to this scholar, we should 
note that the Emperor in the last years of his long rule was more and 
more unpopular and was the butt of repeated criticism. Sucb criticism 
could only be successful if it were expressed in religious terms, that is, 
when it was a question of his religious politics or questions of faith. 

We should note in addition that in the last years of his rule Justinian 
established contact on two sides: with the Nestorians in the East on the 
one side, and with the Julianists in Egypt on the other. Carcione claims 

604. Eutychius Const. , De dlfferelltia IIaturae et itypaslaseas (Aonenian) (CPG 6940); 
P. Ananian, 'L'opusculo di Eutichio patriarca eli Costantinopoli mila "Distinzione della natura 
e persona" " in Armeniaca. Mela llges a'etudes armeniennes (Venice, 1969). 316-82 (introduction 
with Italian translation). 

605. P. Ananian. art. cit., 355, refers, however, to a text of the Patriarch with the title: 
'Anathema against thosc who characterize Christ', body as incorruptible before the resurrection' 
(not listed in CPG 6937-6940). Ananian adds: 'probabilmente scritto contro ('irnperatore Giusti­
niano, che, verso 13 fine del suo regno, aveva emanato un decreta, ove esponeva Ia dottrina di 
Giuliano di Alicarnas$o circa la lncorruttibiliU del 0;011'0 di Cristo. Eutichio. per aver negato 
I; sua approvazione, fu deposto e mandato in esilio.' Grumel, Regesres J2, no. 260, nevertheless, 
places the anathema in the year 577, with recourse to NicetlU Choniates, Tireumrus 12: PG 140, 
77BC. Ananian thus tr:ICes the deposition of Eutycbius back to his refusal of the Emperor's decree 
on apJ,tharsia; hc also identifies the Bmperor's teaching with that of julian of Halicamassus (lnd 
does not take into account the dating of the anathema to 577, that is, to the second phase of 
the patriarchate. This date, twelve years after the death of justinian, would indiCllte that the 
aplflhors/a teaching stm had supporters in Constantinople, and that this, awino longer th.e 
Emperor, was tbe stimulus for the Patriarch's annthem3. Cf. PG 140. 770. 

606. F. Carcione. 'L'''aftartodocetismo'' di Giustiniano: una mistificazionc strurncnt:ile del 
dissenso politico-religioso', StRjOrCr 7 (1984), 71-8. 
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that a prospect of addressing contrary groups like this could only have 
existed if the Emperor preserved the Chalcedonian centre. 

Carcione then refers to some special circumstances of Justinian's 
procedure: 

(1) This is the reason for the deposition of Patriarch Eutychius which 
we have already mentioned. Questions about doctrine were not decisive. 

(2) If the Emperor really wanted to engage the Julianists, it was 
extremely inept to imprison immediately Patriarch Elpidius, newly 
elected by the Gaianites, and to order his transportation to Constantino­
ple. This must really have jolted the supposed dialogue partners, 
especially when the prisoner died while being transported. Nicetius, the 
bishop of Trier, shows just how badly Justinian's final religio-political 
activity could be misunderstood. In a letter (from the summer of 565) 
he accused the Emperor of having become at the end of his life a sup­
porter of Nestorius and Eutyches, both of whom denied Christ's human 
nature.W7 

After all these reflections by researchers on Justinian regarding the 
Emperor's aphthartism we cannot make a concluding judgement. Never­
theless the following assertions seem to be certain. 

(1) The Emperor certainly did not succumb to 'Aphthartodocetism', 
as this was understood by heresiologists in ancient times as well as in 
the modem period, that is, as the denial of Christ's humanity. The inter­
pretation which R. Draguet worked out vis-a-vis Julian of Halicarnassus 
may also be applied mutatis mutandis to Justinian's possible 'aphthartism'. 

(2) Justinian certainly remained 'Chalcedonian' in the sense of that 
sentence transmitted by the Doctrina Patrum from the period of the 
'aphtbartic' discussion: in this the Emperor denied the mia-physis formula 
and confessed Christ's two natures. 60S 

(3) If he had really been an 'aphthartic', then at the most it would 
have been in the sense of those Chalcedonians whom Leontius of Byzan­
tium refuted in his writing CA (Cot/ira Aphthartodocetas). 609 Probably it 
is not to be excluded completely that the word henosis also played a 
special role, as this was the case among the aphthartics that Leontius 

607. Nicctius of Trier, Ep. II ad Iustinian. (CPL 1063): PL 68, 378-380. 
608. Sec P. Diekamp. Doctrl"a Patrum de Incamatione Verbi (Miinster, 1907; 21981), 134. In 

the second edition 378 there is a comment on the text that Justinian here used the words of 
Proclus. 

609. Cf. above, pp. 217ff.; Lcontius Byz .. CA (CPG 6813): PG 86, 1316D-1356C; esp. 
1317CD: induced by the chann of this word nphtharsla 'some of us' converted to the teaching 
ofSeverus andJulian of Halicamassus aDd thus surrendered the whole mystery of thc incarnation. 
With rcgard to Justinian too there is talk of the enticement of this word (cr. PG 86, 2316C). 
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dealt with who were to be found in Constantinople.610 In fact this 
word is mentioned twice in the Vita Eutychii,611 where it is used to 
establish the continuous aphtharsia in the body of the earthly Jesus. Such 
inferences could also appear in Justinian without his fundamental 
Chalcedonianism being called into question. Were we also to add the 
recourse to Cyril of Alexandria, which is apparent in the Three Chapters 
dispute and the Council of 553 (canons), then the parameters within 
which Justinian could be considered a 'Chalcedonian aphthartic' are 
delineated. He would then be at a great distance from that 'Julianism' 
which the ancient historians and many recent researchers ascribe to the 
Emperor. This 'Julianism' presupposes the mia-physis teaching and 
formula, which Justinian explicitly excludes in the fragment transmitted 
by the Doctrina Patrum. 

EMPEROR AND THEOLOGIAN 

CONCLUDING COMMENTS ON JUSTINIAN I 

Externally the sixth century received its structure probably more 
through Justinian's religio-political actions than through the works of 
theologians, whether they be Chalcedonian or anti-Chalcedonian. From 
519 until the end of his reign we and Justinian in action. None of the 
larger or smaller religious groupings was spared his influence. Admit­
tedly the result was slight; the damage for the whole Church, at least 
in part of his actions, was considered by many as greater than the benefit. 
The Three Chapters dispute convulsed the entire Empire. The real goal 
of restoring unity of faith in the Empire, which was to the fore in all 
undertakings, was not achieved. In particular he had success only in 
the insignificant question of the recognition of the formula 'one of 
the Trinity was crucified'; more significant was the overcoming of 
Origenism, which as such did not divide the Church, but was extremely 
confusing. Above all the Emperor foundered in his efforts to win over 
Severus and his supporters (532), namely that group which went into 
schism on account of Chalcedon. The condemnation in 536 did not pre­
vent them from organizing their hierarchy and continuing their teaching. 
The Nestorians too, as the last ones summoned to dialogue, remained 
unmoved. It was almost as if the conclusion of his actions placed his 
whole theological work and reputation in question: the attempt to gain 

610. Cf. PG 86, 1352CD. 
611. Eustratius, Vitti Eutych., 33: PG 86, 2313B: the body of our Lord is incorruptible from 

the union itself; in addition ibid., C. 
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victory for the teaching of Christ's aphtharsia before the resurrection. 
Considered more from within, that is, from the christological perspec­

tive. in the course of his activity the Emperor without a doubt made 
considerable advances. His initial uncertainty with regard to the unus ex 
trinitate was quickly overcome. His last great edict, the Confessio rectae 
fidei of 551, is really a balanced document. It served as an introduction 
to the Council of 553 and offered more good christology than the many 
hackneyed anathemas of the Fathers of the Council of 553, with which 
they rejected the Three Chapters. It was only in this main phase of his 
theologizing that the Emperor developed from a 'Chalcedonian' into a 
moderate 'neo-Chalcedonian' and committed the Council to this form 
of the christological dogma. We have made clear that it was one of the 
merits of this edict of 551 that it officially created terminological clarity 
for the use of the terms hypostasis and physis, ousja and prosopon. Without 
adopting the mia-physis formula, the Emperor acknowledged the 
orthodox usage of this formula within determined limits, and thus built 
a bridge of understanding to the Old-Alexandrians, which as a contribu­
tion to ecumenical dialogue has continued to have an effect up to the 
present day. 

Which theologians or advisers stood behind his activities can only be 
recognized obscurely and fragmentarily. His evil spirit must have been 
Theodore Askidas, who could not hinder the condemnation of 
Origenism, but who brought on the Three Chapters dispute. Which 
of the Leontii present in Constantinople influenced the Emperor? There 
are certain traces and fingerprints of Leontius of Byzantium on the one 
side, if we look for instance at the letter to Zoilus; on the other and 
even more intensely are those of Leontius of Jerusalem, whose neo­
Cyrillianism appears to correspond exactly to that of the Emperor (the 
evaluation and interpretation of the mia-physis formula; stressing the 
concept synthesis; and other aspects). 

Finally there remains a question about the place of the Emperor in 
the theological structure of the Patriarchate of Constantinople. That he 
was the leading figure. even vis-a-vis the patriarchs, no one can deny in 
regard to hi religio-p litical activities. The most significant patriarchs 
were certainly Menas (536-552) and Eutychius (552-565; 577-582). For 
the Emperor, however, greater authority was vested in the Popes during 
his reign, Hormisdas (514-523), John II (533-535) and Agapetus I 
(535-536). In contrast the role of Pope Vigilius (537-555) in the conten­
tion between imperial and papal duty in questions of faith was a real 
tragedy. In a ruler such as Justinian the innate obscurity of the Emperor's 
sphere of competence in the Imperial Church and of the unsolved ques-
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tion of Church and state in their reciprocal relationship had its conse­
quences time and again in the whole series of his religio-political actions. 
Because of his behaviour vis-a-vis the bishops he receives a bad press from 
historians.612 . 

Thus the Patriarchate of Constantinople in the whole of the sixth 
century was not able by its own efforts to achieve that consistency which 
Alexandria and Antioch, but Jerusalem too, not to speak at all of Rome, 
experienced. If nevertheless the real theological achievement of that 
century more or less showed itself as 'Byzantine', then the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate owed this to the presence and radiance of an emperor like 
Justinian (and his consort Theodora. cf. San Vitale, Ravenna) and to the 
attraction of the Imperial City, which, at least for a time, captured the 
greatest theologians of the century and drew them to the capital. This 
showed itself in several ways. (1) Severus, the monk from Majuma, first 
found in the Imperial City the stage which would make him the greatest 
theological player of the century, even if he resided there for only a few 
years. (2) Controversies like the Origenist dispute in Palestine or the 
Agnoetic conflict in Alexandria shifted to the capital and were essentially 
decided there. (3) In th.e monasteries, particularly in the monastery of 
the Sleepless Monks, libraries and work possibilities were created which 
allowed the historical and theological working out of the individual 
phases of the struggle for Chalcedon from the very beginnings, as the 
conciliar acta of the early Church show. (4) Pinally, Constantinople 
became a conciliar site, where at the Pifth Ecumenical Council Chalcedon 
received those hermeneutical aids which confirmed it as the greatest 
theological event in the whole Church after Nicaea. 'Four gospels -
four councils': this statement also retains its validity after 553, if one 
looks at the conciliar foundation of the message of Jesus Christ, 'one 
and the same in true divinity and true humanity'. It is only from 
Chalcedon that the Council of 553 drew its christological content, which 
its anathemas alone were not able to offer. . 

612. Cf. H.-G. Beck (cd.), Byzanlinisches Les,~buch (Munich, 1982), 223: 'Emperor Justinian's 
despotism', M. V. Anastos, art. ci/., above, p.316, n.4, 'Justinian's despotic control'. 





PART FOUR 

THE END OF THE JUSTINIANIC ERA AND 
AN APPRAISAL OF THE SIXTH CENTURY 





With the work of the theologians of Chalcedonian and anti-Chalcedonian 
orientation and of the politico-religious actions of Justinian I, the 
christology of the sixth century in Byzantium received more or less its 
permanent form. Nevertheless it is worthwhile researching the final 
actions both in the domain of imperial politics and in that of the 
theologians, and to hear the final witnesses. If we leave aside religious 
politics and reflective theology, the area of kerygma and piety in 
Constantinople still has to be incorporated and evaluated in order to 
complete the picture. In doing this we shall have to consider the entire 
Justinianic era once again. 





CHAPTER ONE 

THE END OF THE JUSTINIANIC ERA 

I. POLITICO-RELIGIOUS ACTIONS UNDER JUSTIN II 

By T. Hainthaler 

Justinian's nephew, the curopalates Justin, as Justin II (565-578),1 

succeeded his uncle as Emperor. Together with his spouse Sophia, a niece 
of Empress Theodora, Justin II received a difficult inheritance. The 
financial and economic situation of the Empire had noticeably worsened 
through natural catastrophes (beginning as early as the years 543-558),2 
such as earthquakes, floods and starvation, and above all through the 
Great Plague (542-544),3 which broke out repeatedly in the following 
decades. although not to the catastrophic extent of 543. In addition there 
were conspiracies, and a weakened and demoralized army. 4 Justin seems 
to have succeeded in giving the throne a new radiance,5 in particular 
through religious symbolism: the Emperor as the image of Christ and 
Christ as rex regnantium. This conception of Justin is seen especially in 
the throne room, the so-called chrysotriklinos: the picture of Christ was 

1. Cf. P. Dolger, Regesle'l I, 1~7. On Justin's religious politics see P. Goubert, 'Les successeurs 
de Justinien et le Monophysumc', in Clralkedatl rr, 179-92, !!Sp. 182-5; Averil Cameron, 'The 
Early Religious Policies of Justin Ir, in SllIdles ill CIlIlrclr History 13 (1976), 51-67 = eadem, 
Omllllllily dtld CI/lJrlge ill Sixllr.Celltury Byzalllium (London, 1981), no. X; P. Allen, EvagrillS 
S,lto/aslicus I/rt C/rurth His/oriall (Louvain, 1981) = SpicSLou 41, 22-7, 212-a. 00 the sour-ces 
concerning Justin 11 and Tiberius see Averil Cameron, 'Early Byzantine Kiliserkritlk: Two Case 
Studies', ByzIJnti/lt lind Modem Greek Studies 3 (1977) , 1-17 = eadell/, COII/illliitylllld ClulIIge, 
no. IX; cc. E. Stein. Studiell z r/r Gtsd,;,hle des byzallill/ischel/ Reic/res vOn/dlll/lidr IlIIler den Kaisem 
Justinus II und TiberillS Constan/inllS (Stuttgart, 1919), esp. 19 with 26-9. 

2. On this d. the listing of events in E. Stein, Histoire du Bar.Empire 11, 756-9. In addition 
see F. Verdeyen, 'Tremblements de terre a Constantinople. L'impact sur la population', 
Byz 58 (1988), 155-73. 

3. Evagrius $chol., HE IV, 29; for details of this see P. Allen, EvagrillS &holasticllS, 190-4. 
Evagrius reports that as a youth himself he had the plague and at a later outbreak of it he lost 
his wife, children and servants. 

4. Cf. Averil Cameron, 'The Theotokos in Sixth-Century Constantinople', JTS 29 (1978), 
81, 104-5, = eadem, Continuity and Change, no. XIII. In addition see A. Fotiou, 'Recruitment 
Shortages in VIth Century Bpantium', Byz 58 (1988) , 65-77. 

5. Cf. the building activity and the 5poDsoring of aTt under Justin n, which Averil Cameron, 
'The Artistic Patronage of Justin U', Byz 50 (1980) , 62-84 (= Cenljnuiry IIl1d Chon.!le, no. XII), 
demonittates. It comprises various palaces, also the palace of the Patriarch, churches and social 
institutions, and testifies th[oughout to Originality in some domains, so that tbe late sixth century 
shows itself to be a period of growth and development (ibid., 84). 
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positioned above the Emperor's throne and thus the Emperor appeared as 
the embodiment of Christ on earth.6 On this account Averil Cameron 
characterizes Justin's reign as 'a turning-point in the imperial ideology'.? 

1. Efforts to secure unity for the Church 

At the beginning of his reign Justin endeavoured to secure unity for 
the Church 'carefully and eagerly' ,8 and for this purpose apparently 
attempted to be on good terms both with the 'Monophysites' and with 
the Chalcedonians, if one takes into account the reports of John of 
Biclar and of Michael the Syrian. 9 

The former reports tb~t he deslroyed everything which had been writtCtl against Chakedon, 
and ordered that the Constantinopolitan Creed, which bad been received by Chalcedon, was 
to be sung at Mass by all the people. 10 The latter indicates that Justin brought back Patriarch 
Theodosius with )lonour aDd, when the Patria.rch died shortly afterwards, let him be buried 
with ceremony. On that occasion Anastasius (a monk from the imperial family) delivered a 
sermon, during which he openly anathem~tized Chalcedon. JlIstio allowed the bishops in Antioch 
to be free; he 8llthered the bishops who were in Constantinople into his palace and exhurted 
both paniCli to seek the mlth and to unite. The dialogues in the palace lasted for a year, but 
were unsuccessful: 'on account of siru the Churdl was not paci£led. ,II 

The desire for peace and for unity in the Church must have been 
present without doubt, both in Justin and generally}2 

According to Averil Cameron, the decree on the introduction of the 
Constantinopolitan Creed is the background for the laudatory poems on 
Justin by Corippus and Venantius Fortunatus. 13 In the fourth book of 
his poem Corippus presents a credo which is intended to celebrate the 

6. On this see Averil CameIon, 'Images of Authority: Bljtes and Icons in Late Sixth-Century 
Byzantium', Pasl and Preselll 84 (t979), 15- 18 = COlllitlulty IIIld Challge, no. XVIII; see as well 
the comments 011 the poem of Corippus on JU9tin, ",hid] gives c:ltpre~sion to this thought of 
Ifllago Christl: eadem, 'Cori2PUS' Poem 011 Justin U', Ibid., no. VI, 151- 2. 

7. Averil Cameron, 'The Artistic Patronage of Justin II" Ibla., no. XII, 62. 
8. John Ephes., HE I, 3: Brooks, p. 2,5. 
9. Averil Cameron, 'The early religious policies of Justin II', in op. cit., no. X, 54: '[Justin] 

was walking a tightrope.' 
10. Jobn Bielar, Con//Illm/io Vldorls (CPt 2261), a. 567?: ed. Mommsen, MGH 11, 2, p. 211, 

13- 17: . .. qui IllS/iI/US allllO primo rtgrJl Sill ea, quae contra synoaum Calchedonensem fuerant commen­
tata, de5truxlt symboll4mqlle saru:lornnt CL pa/rum Constantinopoli congregatorum et ill sYllodo Calche· 
tUlII!!fIsi lam/i1blliter rccep/ultl //' 01/11// catllolica ecclesM a populo cOllcillellaUm illtromislt, priusquam 
dominu;a tllCiltur omlio. 

11. Michael Syr., Chron. X, I: Chabot II, pp.283b-284b ('a cause des peches, l'Eglise ne 
fut pas pacifiee'). 

12. John Ephes., HE I, 22: Brooks, CSCO 106, 19-20, narrates impressively how much the 
monophysite bishops were oppressed, because they were reproached for being the ones who were 
delaying unity. 

13. Averil Cameron, op. cit., no. X, 54-6. 
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Emperor's decree. What is noteworthy in this is that it contains the 
two-natures formula: una in naturis extans persona duabus. 14 Moreover, 
we also find the formula: ex tribus una . .. persona, a consistent element 
of Justinianic christology. 

Venantius composed his hymn to Emperor Justin and Empress 
Sophia 15 on the occasion of the forwarding of a reliquary of the cross 
to the monastery of Radegundis in Poitiers. In this hymn he lauds the 
Emperor 3S a loyal adherent of Chalcedon,I6 and he also mentions that 
he allowed exiled bishops to return home. 17 Here we have one of the 
rare testimonies to contact between East and West, which nevertheless 
does not say very much in support of Justin's orthodoxy.18 

Close, friendly relations 19 existed between the Emperor and Patriarch 
John III Scholasticus of Constantinople and the Stylite, Symeon the 
Younger,1.o both of whom were not on the anti-Chalcedonian side. 
According to the picture given by John of Ephesus. the Patriarch, who 
ill the meantime had received the function of arbiter in the disputes 

14. Corippus, J" kmdem IUSIIIII, N, 303; MGH 3, 2, 154. 
15. Venantius FortuoQtus, Ad IlIslillum (I Sophiam AI/lllSlos::;: Appendix Carmillum 

(CPL 1036), II; MGH alltt. 1111/. 4, 1. 275-278; PL 88, 431-434, with the refrain; Gloria summa 
tlln, rerum sator, alqut redemptor, qui das juslIIIIllII, justllS, III arbe ClIpUt, or respectively, quod tenet 
auguswm celsa Sophia gradum. 

16. Ibid., 25-26: MGH 4, 276; PL 88, 432B: reddile vow deo, quotliam tlova purpura quidquid 
cOIICIl/um swtult CalchedotletlSe tetlet. 

17. Ibid., 39-40. 
18. Cf. the critical comments of Averil Cameron, 'Early Byzantine Kaiserkrltik' = COtltlnulty 

alld Cll(lllg~, no. IX, 5: 'in part at least merely the expected reaction of a Westerner who saw 
the Byzantine Empetor making a pious gesture to the Catholic Pranks' . 

19. On the friendship of the three see P. Van den Ven, 'L'accession de Jean Ie Scholastique 
au siege patriarcal de COll5tantinople en 565', Byz 35 (1965). 320-2; Vila SYlllfon. Styl. 11111. 

(CPG 7369), cbs. 202-207: Van den Ven, SubsHag 32 (Brussels, 1962), 176-9. 
20. P. Van den Ven, 'Les ~ts de s. Symecm Ie Stylite Ie JeUlle avec trois sermons ined!tS'. 

Mus 70 (1957), p. 2, n. 9 and p. 3, considers the Eplslllla ad IUst/IIUIII IUllio~1II (CPG 7366) authen­
tic B.nd stemming from Symeon Stylites the Younger, but addressed rather to Justinian. By the 
Vita Sylllcon Styl. I,m., th. 207 (ed. Vm den Ven, SlibsHAg 32, 178- 179), however, !t is attested 
that Justin corresponded with the Stylite on account of the healing of his daughter. who was 
possessed by a demon. S~mo 30 (CPG 7367 [30J): A. Mai j Palnlm Blbllo/heell VIII/3, 148-156 
contributes nothing of signiflcance to ·ehristology from our point of view. Then: is no spedal 
christological position discernible. S~rmo 30 is probably also reworked. We shall indicate some 
of Symcoo's thoughts: Jesus Christ is our example In everything, because he lived our life in 
the body without sin and without deception. Dt;liI/em pmtUlltl'm ill se habf!llS, at IlImquam Illdex 
fimlri SlItCllli, paillmter txpectar, benigllilalc 1I11111r, tllm Ipse solus omllem boliltiJltm habeal (no. 7, 
p. 154). The transformation into the immortal and incorruptible SP0I/.SIlS is impending for U5 who 
have fillen with Adam after the resurreotion of the one who never fell. As God he is plleuma, 
spirit; nevertheless he became a human being. Thus we too should be spiritual (no. 8, p. 154). 
On the orthodoxy of Symeon Stylites the Younger d. P. Van den Ven, SubsHag 32, Introduc­
tion, 167·-170·. 
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between Severans and Tritheists,21 was the driving force in the later 
persecution of the 'Monophysites'. 22 

2. The two 'edicts' of Emperor Justin n 
Through Michael the Syrian there are transmitted to us two 'edicts' from 
Justinian's successor,23 by means of which the Emperor attempted to 
reach agreement with the Severans; however, this was done in a com­
pletely contradictory manner. Whereas the first 'edict'24 is a testimony 
to an extreme concession vis-a-vis the 'Monophysites', almost amounting 
to the renunciation of Chalcedon, the second can be understood as an 
endorsement of Chalcedonian christology. What relationship do these 
initiatives of Justin have to Justinian's christology and religious politics? 
First of all we shall turn to the content of the first edictum and cite its 
text verbatim. 

We accept only one unique definition of faith: the one that was promulgated by the 
three hundred and eighteen Fathers, which was confirmed by the Fathers assembled in 
Constantinople and Ephesus. We do not know of another definition than: we believe in one 
God, the Father ... and the rest of the definition. We accept the two births of the 
God-Logos, that from the Father before time and that at the end of the ages from the virgin 
Mary. And we confess that he is truly the only (begotten) Logos, thar be remained uncbanged 
in his divinity, th3t h.(: suffered in his flesh and as God worked miracles. (We do not confess) 
one and another, no.r tbat Christ is one and God another; but (we do confess) one and 
the same (composed) of two natures, divine :rnd human (.natwes); one /'ypostasis and one 
person, Ilot two hyposJases nor two persons, nor two sons; but one hlC3rn:1te hypostasis of 
the God-Logos. We anathematize all heresies, above all Arius, Bunomius, Macedonius, 
Nestorius, who was deposed and anathematized by the Fathers, Celestine and Cyril. In the 
same way we anathematize The<?dore, the letter of Ibas, the writings of Theodoret, and 
all those who think like them and resemble them in impiety. We accept the holy Patriarch 
Severos and annul the anathema imposed upon him in iniquity and without reason. We annul 
the anathemas which have been imposed from Cyril's time to the present.25 

21. On this see P. Allen, 'Neo-Chalcedonism and the Patriarchs of the Late Sixth Century', 
Byz 50 (1980), 9-10. 

22. John Bphes., HE I, 11-12: Brooks, CSCO 106, 6-8. Cf. also A. de Halleux, 'Trois 
synodes imperiaux du VIe s. dans une chronique syriaque inedite', in A Tribute to Arthur Viiiibus, 
ed. R. H. Fisher (Chicago, 1977), 302-7, who presents the fragment of a report on a synod 
in Constantinople, at which John of Constantinople anathematized Severos. The synod 
presumably took place in the early part of 571 and was summoned because the Severans 'did 
not behave calmly'. 

23. Michael Syr., ehron. X, II: Chabot II, 289a-290a; and X, IV-V: 295-299. The second 
is also in Greek in Evagrius Seho!., HE V, 4: Bidez-Parmentier, pp. 197,28-201,11. 

24. The 'edit/urn' (Chabot, 289a) was apparently never promulgated, and it is for this reason 
that P. Allen, Evagrius S,howticus, 212, also rightly speaks of a 'draft of an edict'. 

25. Following the translation of A. Van Roey in his article: 'La controverse tritneite jusqu'a 
I'excommunication de Conon et d'Eugene (557-569)" OLP 16 (1985) (141-65), 157, who cor­
rects that of Chabot 11 (289a-290a). 
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In this we have the acknowledgement of only the first three councils, 
whereby Constantinople and Ephesus are understood as an explication 
of Nicaea. Chalcedon itself is not named. In addition there is the 
anathema on the Three Chapters and, surprisingly, the recognition 
of Severus and the annulment of all anathemas that were imposed 
upon him.26 The expressions 'from two natures' and the 'one incarnate 
Ilypostasis of the God-Logos' occur, but the mia-physis formula is explicitly 
missing. Nevertheless this proposal failed because of the resistance of the 
anti-Chalcedonians, for whom the fonnulations did not go far enough. 

In a petition to the Emperor by the anti-Chalcedonian bishops the following were demanded:27 

- the addition: 'one single nature or hyposwis of the incarnate God-Logos was formed from 
two natures or hyposwes', that is the explicit mia.physis formula and the synonymous use of 
nature and hyposwis; 

- the addition (after 'not two hyposwes'): 'nor two natures', that is, the formal negation of 
the two natures; 

- the condemnation of all who think otherwise and are of the opinion that is contrary to Cyril's 
twelve chapters - the 'edict' was seen as a confirmation of Cyril's twelve chapters. 

It is interesting that, if these additions were too difficult, the bishops said they would be happy 
with Zeno's Henoticon, because this forbade any change. 

T hese additions of the Sevoran bishops, however, did not satisfy the 'Monophysi~e' monks. 
It was because of thcir opposition that the Bmperor's attempt foundered. 28 The reason for the 
monks' resistance was that the bishop~ had not explicitly anathem~tized Chalcedon, Leo's Tomus 
and all dyophysites .29 

Michael the Syrian, however, does. not let the affair stop there. He writes that tht bishops 
who were distressed by the action of the monlcs requested Jtlcob Baradaeus to summon an 
assembly of bishops once again, and to draft a new Iibel1l1~ (concerning the position with regard 
to the imperial edict). Jacob (allegedly) met this demand. Together with Theodore of Arabia 
aud the Tritheisu Eugeniu! of Seleucia, Aboui and Phocas. be composed a new IIbe/l.u which 
supposedly turned out not very different from the rust (which was torn up). For this reason 
the reaction of the monks was the same liS before. They now threatened to anathematize Jacob 
Baradaeus himself and to separate themselves from him as their bishop. Michael the Syrian reports 
that as a result Jacob anathematized this charta. Then the patricius John departed in great anger. 
Correspondingly he reported to the Emperor, who immediately replied with new persecutions 
of the anti·Chalcedonians.3O 

A. Van Roey doubts the historical truth of this report about a second letter from the bishops. 

26. J. Maspero, Histoire, 168: 'Un pardI edit etait purement et simplement la capitulation du 
catholicisme, represente et trahi par Ie basileus.' 

27. Michael Syr., ehron., X, II: Chabot, 286b-287b. 
28. Ibid.: Chabot, 287b-288b, relates that the writing of the bishops was torn up in a tumult 

by a monk Cosmas ('Bar-Hraniata') when it was read out in the monastery of Mar Zakai. When 
the Emperor's negotiator, the patricius John, learned of this he passed enraged to the other side 
of the Euphrates. 

29. See the report of the archimandrites of the East, Mares of Mar Bassu.s (at BItabo), Zenobius 
of Mat BIzf (near Sele\lcU) and Constantine of Mar Eusebius (at K:Jr .Bartha) and othel" archiman· 
drites to Jacob Daradaeus: DOCllrllell1cl ad origille5 mOllophysitarum i/ilUlrnllllas, ed. Chabot (Louvain, 
1933) = CSCO 103, 120-123, esp. p. 122,27-29. 

30. Michael Syr., ehron. X, II: Chabot, 288b. 
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In any case, he maintains, it did not receive great publicity.31 For in their writing just men­
tioned the Oriental archimandrites report to Jacob Baradaeus: 

We know nothing at all of the fact that afterwards [that is, after the destruction of the Srst 
libellllS] another ,harlil with the snme or a different content from the one tom up was banded 
over by certain people. Such a writing (charta) was not handed over in our name or with 
our assent, 35 you also attes~. 32 

The Oriental archimandrites also let Jacob Baradaeus know thot assent to the imperial edict, 
as this was expressed in the alleged libel/us, would meaD schism with him. As their writillg to 
Jacob reports, they had II well-founded concern about the collapse of the rnonophysite front. 
They state that they had received reports from th.e imperial city that there some who considered 
themselves as 'ours' had suggested that Jacob Bar3daeus and Mar Theodore sbould go tllcre, in 
order to be able to move them to subscribe to the imperial edict under the pretext of II future 
union. 33 Michael the Syrian also reports that, in order to restore peace and the unity of the 
Church, the Emperor addressed a document to the stroH/ates Sergon3, to the effect that Jacob 
Baradaeus and Theodore should come into the residence on account of ecclesiastical matters. Ooly 
Theodore obeyed th~ imperial command; Jacob, however, 'followed the advice of the monks; 
he did not journey there. The emperor was very annoyed and fell into a rage.'34 

The first edict of Emperor Justin II thus did not achieve the desired 
effect. The schism on account of Chalcedon still remained. 

Tile edict of 571 35 

The citation of John 14,27 at the beginning of the edict ('Peace I leave 
with you; my peace I give to you') indicates that it is an action directed 
explicitly at ecclesiastical peace. The Emperor immediately gives this 
interpretation: 

This is nothing other than that those who believe in him come together Ln one and the 
same Church, and are of like mind with regard to the right teaching of the Church on the 
one side, and tUIn away from those who say OT intend the opposite on the other. Por correct 
confession of the faith was presented to all human beings as the highest benefit. Hence we 
also obey the evangelical commands and the holy symbols/til, namely the teachings of the holy 
Fathers, and we request that aU come togetber to one and the same Chutel) 30d opinion. 

On the basis of this call to unity in one and the same Church, which 
is established in scripture and tradition (teachings of the Fathers and 
confession of faith). the Emperor then cites verbatim a long excerpt 

31. A. Van Roey, art. cit., 159. 
32. Doc. monophys.: Chabot, CSCO 103, p. 123,2-6. 
33. Ibid. , p. 123,12-15: ... praete:dl/ quidem ulliollis, q~m praedicallt juturam, sed revera quod 

cuplullt II( adhaereatis fidei In m~moraUl c/Jar/4 proposlUle; et sic per vos scopum slbi Illtelltum attillgallt. 
34. Michael Syr., Chroll. X, II: Chabot. 289h-290b. 
35. According to Dolger, Regesten I, no. 19, p.3. On the dating cf. P. Allen, Evagrius 

s,holastlcus, 214. We cite following Evagrius Scho!., HE V, 4: Bidez-Parmentier, pp. 197,28-
201,11. 
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from the beginning of Justinian's Confessio fidei of 551.36 Into this text 
he inserts two passages and appends a conclusion. 37 What theological 
or christological position is expressed there? 

In his comment on trinitarian theology Justin adopts Justinian's 
wording (with insignificant changes),38 which he clearly regards as still 
valid in this time, when people were put on their guard by the tritheist 
dispute. 

The christological confession likewise follows Justinian's formulations 
with some modifications which, however, do not alter the sense. 39 

There is one sentence omitted which contests that another than the God-Logos endured suffering 
QJld death, :md confinns that the God-Logos aSSIl{Iled human flesh in order to fulfil everything 
(Schwartz, p. 74,2-3). The soteriologlcal content of the statement, however, is not altered by 
this, especiilly when further on Justin adds: 'for the sake of our salvation ... unchanged having 
become a human being. he who voluntarily took. upon himself suffering and death for us in 
the ,flesh ' (Bidez·P3IlDcotier. p. 199,17.19-20). Also the omission (ibid. , p. 199,23) of three of 
Justinian's IlXplanatory sentences (Schwartz, p. 74.11-14) does not alter the statement in Justin's 
edict, but appears more as a redactional abbreviation. 

The first of the two longer additions, which Winkelmann explicitly 
records, renders in other words what was previously omitted. 

The first addition in Justin's edict reads: 

For when he became a human being for us he did not cease to be God. Certainly he did 
not refuse to be a human being, because he is God by nature and the similarity to us is 
not ac~eptabJe. A~ he had remained God in humanity, so he was also a human being in the 
superiority of the divinity, nothing less, both being in the same, and one God and at the 
same time human being, the Emmanuel. We confess the same, perfect in divinity and perfect 
in humanity, from which he is composed. 

36. Justinian emp., Conftssio fidel (CPG 6885): SchW3J:tZ. Orei dogltllIt. Schrifitll, 
pp. 72,13-74,16 and pp. 74,21-27; 76,37-78,1. We owe the observation that Justin's edict takes 
over parts of the Confess;o fulel to P. Winkelmann, Die Iistll,hen Klrcl'cli In Ju Epocht dl!r 
c1rristologische" Allseiliandenetzungerr (Berlin, 1980), 104-6, esp. 10s-6. 

37. Evagriul Sellol., HE V, ,4: Bidez·PallDclltier, 1'.199,26-34 and p. 200,15-25; for the 
conclusion see pp.200,26--201,l1 . 

38. In the confession of the Trinity the phrase logo kni pragmdli is added after the words 
'one godhead, ruunely nature and essence'; furthermore the word t/luge/a is added in the 
listing 'one strength and fullness of power'. The explanation that the properties separate the 
penons of the Trinity, bllt the divinity unites them, is omitted; in addition the sentences at 
the end of the trinitarian pan about the rejection of the notion of S,bellius and Arius are absent. 

39. Thus in addition Mary is denoted as lady and glorious (Bidez·Paonc:ntier, pp. 199,2 and 
200.11-12). The compiler of the edict attaches lines to the title 'on.c of the Trinity' which in 
Justinian's edict come later (Schwanz, pp.76,37-78,1): 'co·glodfled with the Pather and the 
Holy Spirit. Por the boly Trinity does not add a fourth person as an appendage; incamau is 
olle of the Trinity, tbe God·Logos.' This citati.on concludes with the words: 'but onc and the 
same is our Lord Jesus Christ'. 
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In the last sentence the phrase 'perfect in divinity and perfect in 
humanity', familiar from Cyril and Chalcedon, is added. Immediately 
afterwards 'composed' is additionally expressed of the hypostasis, 
corresponding completely to Justinian's christology. The addition, 
however, replaces Justinian's sentence: 

and when we discern in each of the two natures, that is, in divinity and humanity, the one 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the God-Logos become flesh and a human being, 

and immediately after that the following sentence is omitted: 

For if we confess the composition, then the parts are discernible in the whole and the whole 
in the parts. (Schwartz, p. 74,20-21) 

Thus the statement about the discernment (ginoskontes, ginosketai) of 
the two natures in the whole of the synthesis is dropped. In the addition 
the discernment is changed into the confession of the one Christ. 

Justinian is again clearly adopted, yet with the statement that the 
God-Logos united himself not to a previously existing human being but 
created for himself from Mary a human being 'like us in all things, sin 
excluded' (cf. Chalcedon) - an addition. No doubt remains that the 
unity has to be sought in the hypostasis. This is clearly expressed in the 
explanation of the hypostatic union, which is taken over from Justinian: 

The union according to the hypostasis is, however, that the God-Logos. that is. the one 
hypostasis of the three IlypOSl4!tS of the divinity, did not unite him~elf with 3 previously 
ex.isring human being, but in, the womb of the ... Theotokos ..• Mary created [fJemiollrgm"J 
from her for him,elf 3 flesh in the one Irypostasls, collsubsWttial with us and like us ill ::ul 
things (in ~uffering, Iromo;opalhej, sin excluded, animated by a rational, spiritual 50ul.<40 

The second (longer) addition begins with a sentence which has no 
parallel in Justinian and expresses clearly in a noteworthy way that the 
hypostasis of the incarnate Christ is in the God-Logos:41 

For in him he had the hypostasis and he became a human being, and one and the same is 
our Lord Jesus Christ, glorified with the Father and the Holy Spirit. 

Then the edict reads practically as a summary. 

Thus when we think of the unutterable union, we rightly confc;ss one incarnate nature of 
tbe God·Logos in a flesh animated by a rational, spiritual soul. And when once again we 
grasp in ("COrlll the distinction of the natures, we say that these are two, and in doing so 
we introduce no sepnration. Por each of the two natures is in him. 42 Hence we can confess 

40. Bidez-Parmentier, p.200,8-15. 
41. On this cf. similarly Leontius Jer., eN I, 49: PG 86, 1512B. 
42. In Justinian this sentence occurs earlier as well: Schwartz, p. 74,20. 
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one and the same Christ, one Son, one prosopon, one hypostasis, God and at the same time 
human being. 

In this way the mia-physis formula is explained as orthodox and the 
two natures are confessed in theoria. Thus in this edict Justin is once again 
in line with Justinian's (moderate) neo-Chalcedonianism. 

We have the following elements of Justinian's christology: the 'one of the Trinity (became a 
human being)', 'in theoria two'; the formula 'in two natures' is missing, and in its place there 
is 'composed ... from two natures' (p. 199,24.34), although it is not specially highlighted; 
'composite' occurs often; the 'union according to the hypostasis' is understood precisely in 
Justinian's sense. as the act of creating the flesh from Mary in his [i.e. the Logos'J own hypostasis. 
Mia hypostasis clearly denotes the hypostasis of the Logos, not that of the apotelesma. 

After the development of the confession in this way, the conclusion 
expresses the condemnation of all who do not think accordingly, and 
as well the fact that the customs and stance in the Church should be 
maintained.43 

Thus in the edict of Justin II we have a slight shift of Justinian's 
christology towards the mia-physis formula, towards a position where the 
two natures are no longer stressed so strongly,« even though they are, 
however, expressed in fact. The unity in Christ is emphasized more than 
the distinction of the two natures, which nevertheless is constantly 
upheld (in theoria).45 That the concepts hypostasis and physis are no 
longer used synonymously is not stated explicitly (as in Justinian), but 
the non-synonymous use occurs in practice. 

In summary, with the excerpts from the Confessio fidei of 551 Justin 
II here takes over the elements of Justinian's christology. The 
simultaneous use of the two formulas (mia physis - dyo physeis) is not 
demanded, but it is certainly established that both can be rightly 
confessed. 

With this edict, however, Justin II was not able to attain the union 
with the Severans for which he had persistently striven because they held 

43. An addition which is missing in Michael the Syrian; d. P. Allen, Evagrius Scho/asticus, 
25. On this as well John Ephes., HE I, 19: Brooks, p. 18,2: et ipsi de suis in fine edicti baeretice 
insetUetUnt 'E,,/esiae consuetudines ei conserventur', quasi propter synodum, ut secundum consue/udinem 
suam eam proclamarent . 

44. In his edict Justin seems to want to circumvent the expression physis: the sentence in 
Schwartz, p. 74,16-18 (tv tKartpal 1St t/>vCTel ••. YlvcUCTKov-re,) is paraphrased without employ­
ing physis (Bidez-Parmentier. p. 199,33-34), and the clause in Schwartz, p.74,27 (6nep turl 
t/>VCTI, dv8pCtJnrv'l) is omitted (Bidez-Parmentier, p.200,15). 

45. The characteristic adverbs in Chalcedon's definition also resonate: no transformation 
(dTpenTCtJ" p. 199,19), no mingling (CTVYXVCTIV . •• O,}K tnelCTdyolJev, p. 199.26), no separation 
(1SIa(peCTlv ..• O,}K t7tlt/>tpolJev, p.200.1). 
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out for an annulment of Chalcedon.46 He turned to coercive measures, 
and a period of persecution began for the 'Monophysites'. Both 'edicts', 
essential signposts in the six-year long efforts of the Emperor to restore 
ecclesial unity by dialogues and negotiations,47 thus led to a dismal 
failure. Under the Emperors Tiberius and Maurice who followed Justin 
II there were no negotiations with the Severans. Dialogues and negotia­
tions were conducted more and more by the Chalcedonian patriarchs. 48 

II. THEOLOGICAL POSITIONS AT THE END OF THE SIXTH CENTURY 

1. The testimony of Patriarch Eutychius of Constantinople 

The Cyrillian extension of Chalcedonian terminology and of its major 
formula after 553 appears not to have been taken up everywhere with 
the same intensity. A writing of Patriarch Eutychius of Constantinople 
(552-565, 577-582), which is preserved only in Armenian, testifies to 
this. Eutychius was one of the presidents of the Council of 553 and their 
head. After his deposition and during his exile from the capital (565), 
which he spent in his home monastery in Amaseia,49 he composed the 

46. Cf. John Ephes., HE I, 19-20: Brooks, 16-18; see also Michael Syr., Chron. X, 6: 
Chabot II, 299-300. The edict was presented to anti-Chalcedonian bishops imprisoned in Con­
stantinople, so that they could make their own improvements. Because of the resistance of the 
Patriarch of Constantinople and the Chalcedonians, only a few of these corrections were incor­
porated into the edict, although the additions were said to have pleased the Emperor. From 
the fear, however, that these capita would plunge the Church into great agitation, according 
to Michael the Emperor succumbed. As a result the 'Monophysites' did not accept the imperial 
edict. They demanded that Chalcedon be withdrawn so that automatically ecclesial peace would 
be restored: causa offensae et perturbationis totius ecclesiae, synodus viJelicet Chalceaonis, e meaio tollitur 
(Brooks, p. 18,24-25). Cf. also John Ephes., HE I, 24: Brooks, p. 22,14: synodum Chalceaonis 
eieite. John claims that the edict was written ambiguously, on the one side against, and on the 
other for the synod (= Chalcedon). According to John Ephes., HE I, 24: Brooks, 21-24, it 
came to the communio of the anti-Chalcedonian bishops with John of Constantinople, with the 
promise that Chalcedon would be anathematized. This promise, however, was not kept. 

47. On the Emperor's efforts with regard to the Severans cf. P. Goubert, art. cit. Justin II 
intervened also in order to achieve a union between monophysites and the tritheist Athanasius, 
and a union in Egypt. 

48. Cf. P. Allen, 'Neo-Chalcedonism and the Patriarchs of the Late Sixth Century', Byz 50 
(1980), 5-17, esp.8. 

49. See R. Janin, art. 'Eutichio', in Bib/.SS V (Rome, 1964), 323-4; Vita, in ASS Apri/is I 
(Antwerp, 1675), 550-72; PG86, 2273-2389; Grumel, Regestes 12,177-181, 190-192. 



THE END OF THE JUSTINIANIC ERA 491 

wntmg on the major trinitarian-christological concepts 'nature' and 
'hypostasis' . 50 

For his explanation of physis and hypostasis Butychius embraces the 
theologia and the oikonomia, and elaborates for both the same conceptual 
content. His starting-point, however, is the synonymous use of nature and 
hypostasis by representatives of 'profane science'. His authority for the 
distinction of nature and hypostasis is Basil (Ep. 210.214.52 and especially 
Ep.236 to Amphilochius). Naturally letter 38 also plays a special rale; 
in the transmission of the text this letter is sometimes ascribed to Basil, 
and sometimes to Gregory of Nyssa. Butychius decides in favour of 
Gregory of Nyssa. 51 The Cappadocian definition of hypostasis is adopted 
without any particular alteration, as is the transposition of trinitarian 
terminology to teaching about the incarnation. 52 In this way the 
holistic interpretation of Christ's person is expressed completely 
according to the state of the christology of 565, but with an emphatic 
recourse to Chalcedon which is striking. 

(1) Butychius speaks clearly of the insubsistence of Christ's humanity 
in the hypostasis of the Logos.53 Christ, however, is a synthesis from 
two unequal natures in one person, not a nature unity from (incomplete) 
partial natures. If the term 'Christ' holds for the Logos only after the 
incarnation, he is still only one person and hypostasis. 54 

(2) Butychius explained Cyril's mia-physis formula by its opposition to 
Nestorius 55 and his interpretation of the 'two natures' in the sense of 
'two hypostases'. Butychius attempted to construct a bridge from Cyril's 

50. Eutychius Const., De differentia IIQII/rae I!t hypostaseos (CPG 6940): in the Italian translation 
of P. Ananian, 'L'opuscolo di Eutichio patriarca di Costantinopoli sulla "Distinzione della natura 
e persona" " in Antleniaca. Melangl!s d'Etudl!s armeniennl!s (Venice, 1969), 355-82; for the Italian 
text see 364-82. 

51. Cf.JdChr e, 542-5, on CPG 2900. Eutychius produces a long extract: Ananian, 368-70, 
who notes the divergences of the Armenian text from PG 32, 325.328-329.336, which are in 
part considerable. 

52. Eutychius Const., op. cit., nos. 6-12: Ananian, 372-8; esp. in no. 8, p.374, Eutychius 
investigates the major texts, which from Gregory Nazianzen on were decisive for standardizing 
trinitarian and incamational terminology: Or. 30: PG 36, 113; Ep. ad Cll!don. 102: PG 36, 180; 
De IIQtiv. Chr.: PG 36, 328-329. 

53. Eutychius Const., op. cit., no. 6: Ananian 372: 'ma fu ordinato che il corpo, preso dalla 
santa madre di Dio e sempre vergine Maria, sia nell'ipostasi del Verbo'. 

54. Ibid., no. 7, p. 373: 'Quindi (Cristo) e uno nella ipostasi e non nella IIQII/ra, colui che vieoe 
considerato in due nature . . . Quindi Cristo e due nature, . . . ed e composto da due nature; 
pero e una l'ipostasi e una la persona di questo composto.' 

55. Ibid., no. 9, pp. 374-5. 
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terminology for theologia (where hypostasis and nature are clearly divided) 
to the terminology for oikonomia. 56 

What is important is that for Eutychius 'Christ' is not a tertium quid, 
a third product from the addition of two homoousia,57 nor a third 
composite, as Peter and Paul are composita from body and soul. 58 A 
'third' could not result from divinity and humanity in Christ, because 
the ensouled body assumed from the Virgin had its hypostasis in that it 
was in the hypostasis of the Logos.59 The twofold consubstantiality in 
Christ, to God and to us, relates in contrast to the natures. This 'terzo 
risultato' should not be inferred from the univocal application of the 
body-soul analogy to Christ. 60 The result is thus that, corresponding 
to the Church's tradition, there are many distinctions between 'nature', 
'essence' and hypostasis. 61 The unity of subject in Christ is clearly 
recognized and is present in the hypostasis of the Logos. This is the 
concern of Eutychius. The Patriarch had little to say in interpreting how 
the insubsistence happens. It did not pertain to his theme. 

In the second part of his treatise Eutychius discusses the (Cappadocian) 
teaching on properties (idiomata) with reference to Basil, Gregory of 
Nyssa 62 and the discussion about the formulas 'from two natures' and 
'in two natures' which arose at the Synods of Constantinople (448), 
Ephesus (449) and Chalcedon (451).63 It is worth noting that the 
Patriarch here rejects the 'from two natures' of Dioscorus just like the 
papal and imperial representatives at the Council of Chalcedon. In 
conclusion he summarizes the whole confession of the Council of 451 64 

56. Ibid., no. 9: Ananian 375. Here Eutychius refers to Cyril's Dialogue, where he says that 
against the philosopher Hermias, Cyril stresses his knowledge of the distinction between nature 
and hypostasis. That the mia physis, however, is to be interpreted in the sense of 'one hypostasis', 
Eutychius attempts to prove from Cyril Alex., Ep. 17 ad Nestor. (III) (CPG 5317): PG 77, 116C: 
'Tutte Ie voci del vangelo sono da attribuire all'unica ipostasi, (cioe) all'unico Verbo incarnato 
(U7tOUTaUtl JJI~ Tfi Ao),ov utuapICwJJtvtl); percbe e unico il nostro Signore Gesu Cristo, secondo 
Ie sacre scritture.' The fact remains, however, that Cyril also accepts physis and hypostasis as 
synonymous for the doctrine of the incarnation. He could also have used q,VUtl JJI{i in the passage 
cited here. 

57. Ibid., no. 10: Anaru31l 375. 
58. Ibid., 376. 
59. Ibid. 
60. Ibid., no. 11: Allaman 377. Eutychius cites Ps. Justin (= Theodoret), Expositio rectaefitJei 

(CPG 6218) , bUI as an authentic text of Justin. In the application of this analogy Theodoret 
distinguishes, as Eutychius comments. between what is pertinent and what is not. 

61. Ibid., no. 12, p.377. 
62. Ibid., nos. 13-14: Ananian 378-80. 
63. Ibid., nos. 15-16: Ananian 38(}-2. 
64. In this summary the Armenian text exhibits some lacunae, which Ananian (381) fills, 

not, however, with the text of the synod, but with words from Leo's Tomus to Flavian. 
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by referring to the 'in two natures' of Basil of Seleucia, introduced at 
the Flavian Synod of 448 and taken over by Chalcedon:.65 

The Synod of Chalcedon produced this same fonnula (with one omission) ... and simply 
confessed Christ in two natures and in one hypostasis and in one person. 

The whole is thought of as a justification of the main formula of 
Chalcedon. Through the sharp contrasting of physis and hypostasis and 
the location of the 'one hypostasis' in the pre-existent Logos, an inter­
pretation of Chalcedon was arrived at which was beneficial for the 
Council. There are many elements here which recall Leontius of 
Jerusalem and Justinian's edict of 551. Not counting the expression 
synthesis, which is already found in the authors named, the Council of 
553 left behind hardly any traces. 

Did the president of the Council of 553 not return to a pure 
Chalcedonianism? 

2. The Chalcedonian writing De secas 

By T. Hainthaler 

The author of De sectis 66 is, according to the superscnptlon, Leontius 
Scholasticus of Byzantium, who took notes in the lectures 'of the abbot, 
dearly beloved of God, and very wise philosopher, Theodore'.67 The 
identification of the author of the writing has given rise to many 
difficulties, and we can also give only a negative response to it. 

1. Leontius Scholasticus is not to be confused with Leontius of 
Byzantium. The hypothesis of F. Loofs that De sectis is only the 
reworking of a lost work (the scholia Leontiou) of Leontius of Byzantium 
can no longer be maintained after the works of Junglas, Richard and 
Rees.68 

65. lbiJ., 381. 
66. Liber tk sectis (CPG 6823): PG 86, 1193-1268. A critical edition is not yet available. On 

text-critical questions see M. Waegeman, 'The Text Tradition of the Treatise De seclis 
(Ps. Leontius Byzantinus)" AnC/ 45 (1976), 190-6. We shall cite the text with reference to 
the number of the aclio (7I:pci{,t;) as well as to the number in the Latin translation. 

67. According to M. Richard, 'Ana fIICNHI:', Byz 20 (1950), 191-222 (= Op. Min. III, 
no. 60), esp. 200-2, this is the correct interpretation of the title, against Loofs. 

68. The 'hypothesis of an original lost writing' proposed by F. Loofs, Leonlius von Byzanz 
und die gleichnamigen Schriftsleller der griechischen Kirche = TU 3, 1-2 (Leipzig, 1887), 136~3, 
was already criticized by J. P. Junglas, Leontius von Byzanz == FCLDG 7/3 (Paderbom, 1908), 
5-20. F. Loofs, ThLZ 34 (1909), 205-9, esp. 207-8, however, continued to cling to it. In 1939 
Loofs' thesis was opposed simultaneously and independently by M. Richard, 'Le traite De Sectis 
et Leonce de Byzance', RHE 35 (1939), 695-723 = Op. Min. II, no. 55, and by S. Rees, 'The 
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We shall briefly give the most important arguments. 
(i) The expression dno tP(J)v;'~ in the superscript must be correctly interpreted, not as 'the 

C1XOA1a of Leontius in the reworking [and after the dictation) of Theodorus',69 but as notes 
of the lectures of Theodore which Leontius made (proof: Richard; cf. also Junglas). 

(ii) The definition of concepts in acriD 1 would not have satisfied l.eontius of Byz{lntium. The 
concepts ttlhyposraron and '''ypos/asis (cf. Gelio VII) are sharply distinguished by Leontius, but in 
De seeds they art mixed; according to Dt secln an accident can be err/'ypostololl, but nOl accordiug 
to Leontill.5 (Richard, Rees). 

(iii) De seeds bad a detached view of the body-soul comparison (ac/io VII, VI-VIII; 
1245C-1249C), whereas Leontius of Byzantium esteemed it highly (Richard): 

(iv) It is sttik.ing that Theodore of Mopsuestia was defended by De sec/is, while he was strongly 
attacked by Leontius of Byzantium (Rees). 

2. The 'abbot and philosopher Theodore' is not Theodore of Raithu. 
Junglas was the first to suggest Theodore of Raithu as the author/o a 
thesis which Richard expressly attempted to support, but later, after the 
publication of the work of Elert, rescinded. 71 

In our opinion the following considerations tell against the hypothesis. 
(i) De sec/is defends a strict Chalcedonianism, whereas Theodore of Raithu in the Praepara/io 

is an explicit neo-Chalcedonian. 

De Sec/is: A Treatise Attributed to Leontius of Byzantium', JTS 40 (1939), 346-60. M. van 
Esbroeck has recently returned in two articles to Loofs' hypothesis in a modified form: 'Le "De 
se tis" attribu~ ~ L60nce de Byzance (CPG 6823) dans Is version georgienne d'Arsrne lqaltoeli', 
BMI KlJr/llsa 42 (1984), 35-52; itll!rtI, 'La date et I'auteur du De seclis lIttribu~ ~ Uonce de Byz3m:e', 
ill After C/Ulktdoll, FS A. VI2II Rot}' = OLA 18 (Louvain, 1985), 415-24. M. van Esbrocck 
advocates a dating of the text to 543-551 .lUd sees in De seClIs (by an Abbot Theodore) a continua­
tion of the writings eNE, CA and DTN of teonrius of Byuntium, reworked to ~dd[ClS the 
Gaianites; he suggests that the original form of the work could quite well stem from Leontius of 
Byzantium. Nevertheless, serious theological doubts (concerning tritheism, the works of John 
Philoponus, the Gaianites) stand in the way of this thesis. For more details the critical edition 
is to be awaited. 

69. P. Loofs, op. ci/., 141-2. 
70. J. P. Junglas, op ci/., 16. 
71. M. Richard, Op. Mill. II, no. 55, 700-3. He indicates three similarities to tbe Pral!{Jarotio 

of Theodore of R.:.ithu. (1) The introduction of the concepts OJula, pllJ'sis, hypos/Il$is a.nd proJoporr 
at the beginning of De seelis is quite consistent with Praep., ed. Diekamp, 185- 222, esp. 207-216. 
(2) At the end of actio I the position of the Churoh is characterized as the middJe way (pAaoll 
xopeuouull, 1200A) ,,/s·Il-IIis the heresies, a conception which is very pronounced in Theodore 
of Raithu. (3) Therei! tbe introduction of Aristotelian scholanicism into theology (although, 
we have to notice th3t this was previously present in the Leontii, and even more strongly in 
John Philoponus). S. Rees, art. til. takes over the hypothesis of Junglas, but in his :u:guments 
refutes only the thesis of Loofs that Dc seclis goc.~ back to Leontill! of Byzantium. He brings 
no positive evidence for the fact that Dc .!eel;s stel1\S £tom Theodolc of Raithu, whose authorsbip 
he 1ll!Verth.eless upholds: idem, 'The Literary Activity of Lcontius of Byzantium',JTS 19 (1968), 
220-42 (242: 'Theodore of Raithu, autbor of De Sec/is, at the end of the ~ixth century'). C . 
Moeller, 'Le chalC<!donisme et lc n60·chalc&lonisme', in Chalkedmr 1, 664-6, 685-6, continues 
to distinguish between Theodore of R.:.ithu and the author of De sec/is, cf. 699. After the work 
of W. Elert, 'Theodor von Pharan und Theodor von Raithu', ThLZ 76 (1951), 67-76, Richard, 
Op. Mitr. II, no. 55, Append., himself established that this identification had to be abandoned. 
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(ii) In the Praeparatio Theodore of Mopsuestia is unambiguously rejected as a heretic 
(ed. Diekamp, 188); De seetis, however, clearly harbours sympathy for him. 

(iii) De seetis distinguishes itself by an unusual sense of historical developments, a sense which 
is certainly not documented in the Praeparatio. There, for instance, heretics are depicted purely 
schematically, and the mia-physis formula and the two-natures formula appear in the abstract with 
no historical anchoring. 

Where did this writing originate? Speigl is of the opinion that 'it fits 
well into the framework of Chalcedonian orthodoxy in the area of 
Raithu-Pharan-Sinai monasteries at the end of the sixth century'. 72 In 
favour of this thesis one can adduce the fact that the arguments of the 
Hebrews and Samaritans against the Christian faith are treated first and 
in detail. However, that can also be explained satisfactorily by the 
author's chronological approach, which centres on the history of salva­
tion. Furthermore, one is struck by the author's remarkable knowledge 
of Egyptian relationships; 73 thus the post-Chalcedonian developments 
are depicted only for Egypt with the production of a (complete) list of 
patriarchs. Three heresies receive detailed treatment: Gaianites, Agnoetai 
(actio X) and Tritheists (actio V), all of which had their origin in 
Alexandria. They were then, however, continually discussed in Constan­
tinople and also combated there. We have no clear indications which 
would enable us to allocate the work to the Sinai region. In addition, 
on the basis of the christological thoughts expressed, it seems possible 
that it could have its origin in the Constantinopolitan area. Therefore 
we have decided to treat this important work at the end of the sixth 
century in the framework of the Patriarchate of Constantinople. 

The dating of the writing, however, seems to be clear: actio V, V gives 
a list of the bishops (Tdel~ TWV t711O'K01tWV) of Alexandria, which ends 
with Eulogius (581-608) (1232C). Accordingly this part of De sectis was 
not written before 581, and thus not after his Patriarchate, for then 'this' 
would not be the list of patriarchs. 

Actio V, V is, however, not a singular piece, but is inserted into the author's plan to sketch 
the development of the dogmas of the Christians 'to the present' (dXPI roil vilv, actio III, I; 
1212C). 

The writing begins by explaining briefly the four concepts (ousia, 

72. J. Speigl, 'Der Autor der Schrift De Sectis fiber die Konzilien und die Religionspolitik 
Justinians', AHC 2 (1970), 207-30, here 208. Speigl bases his thesis otherwise only on the 
arguments which Richard produces for Theodore of Raithu as the author of De seetis. 

73. M. Waegeman, 'The Old Testament Canon in the Treatise De sectis', AnC/ 50 (1981), 
813-18, particularly on the basis of the Old Testament canon in De sectis, declares that the author 
belonged to the Alexandrian school (ibid., 818). 
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physis, hypostasis, prosoponr4 and then proceeds to trinitarian teaching 
and tells the story of creation (I, II); subsequently it follows biblical 
chronology: the flood, the story of Joseph, the exodus from Egypt, 
Moses, the giving of the commandments. After a brief reference to 
the activity of the prophets. who nevertheless did not move the people 
to conversion ('They were admonished by many prophets, but they 
remained the same'), the incarnation is related with an explanation of 
three attributes: unmingled, true, undivided. The brief characterization 
of the life of Jesus ends with the confession of Christ's resurrection, 
ascension and return. We shall render this regula fidei verbatim. 

Then the Son and Logos of God dwelt for our sake in the Theolokos, clothed with an ensouled 
body, rntional, intelligent, and simply human, united to the human body, ""mingled, Imf, 

IIndlllided. True, because alIt hYpDslasls resulted [apoleleo) from the God-Logos and the human 
body. Unmingled, because after the union the united are preserved, and have not been 
chAnged esscntially. Undivided, beClluse theif I'YPOSI051$ is one. All this is entrusted to us by 
holy scripture (for us to believe). For it speaks of one and tbe same, as if works h3ppened 
from different natures, now from God, now from the human beiug. Por everything that 
:I bum~n being must endure, be endured. POf he WllS born, and was nourished with milk 
and reared, and he grew, and when he was thirty years old he was baptized, and after the 
baptism he began to do signs and to teach the Jews. And at the age of thirty-three he was 
crucified, and, as crucified, he arose on the third day and was taken up into heaven with 
his body, and now with it he sits at the right hand of the Father, and he is the one who 
will judge the living and the dead at the resurrection. This is the faith of Christians.75 

After this beginning, which is clearly orientated to the history of 
salvation, a type of history of heresies is offered in actiones II-V: as a 
prelude to this we find at the end of actio I a crude confrontation 
of extreme positions: Sabellius-Arius and Nestorius-Eutyches. Then in 
connection with the listing and characterization of the books of the Old 
and New Testaments there follows a depiction and refutation of the 
'heresy' of the Hebrews and Samaritans (relating to trinitarian theology 
and christology). For the period after Christ, on each occasion the 
teachers and Fathers as well as the heresies aIe named, divided up into 
the time between Christ's birth and the beginning of the Constantinian 
Empire, and from then up to the time of the author, with the last period 
being once again subdivided by Chalcedon. 

That the author is an unreserved defender of the Council of Chalcedon 
is shown especially in actiones VI-VIII, in which he presents and refutes 
arguments against Chalcedon of a historical (VI), philosophical (VII) 

74. De sectis establishes that both ousia and physis, as well as hypostasis and prosopon, are used 
synonymously by the Fathers. The same argument is also found in John Philoponus, Diae/etes 
7,21: Sanda 56. 

75. Leontius Schol., De seclis I, III: PG 86, 1197BD. 
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and patristic (VIII) nature. Thus a third 76 of his writing is concerned 
exclusively with the justification of Chalcedon. It is perhaps in the 
historical part of this justification in particular that 'his feeling for 
historical developments' is clearly evident, whereby his tone remains 
'calm, sober and measured', and hence 'a sense of peace and objectivity' 
is communicated. 77 

In actio VII, which is devoted to philosophical arguments, two 
objections in particular are discussed, which are proposed from the 
'Monophysite' side and which are also to found again in John Philoponus, 
the Alexandrian philosopher and theologian. Indeed, John Philoponus is 
named in the De sectis, but as an (Aristotelian trained) heresiarch of 
the Tritheists,78 not as a Miaphysite. The two objections of Philoponus 
read: 

1. If you speak of two natures in Christ, then you also teach two hypostases. If (you teach) 
two hypostases, (you teach) also two persons and two Christs, and two sons, and thus 
you turn out to have the same opinion as Nestorius.79 

2. If you speak of two natures, you introduce a separation. For you introduce a number; 
a number, however, is a discrete dimension. SO 

The author responds to this with a conceptual explanation of hypostasis 
and discusses the claim that number is a discrete dimension. 

First of all he points out to the opposition that the proposed con­
clusion produces more dangerous contradictions for their own mode of 
expression, viz. Christ is tIC avo q,vaewv, than for that of the Chalcedo­
nians. For then there would be actually two hypostases and two persons, 
and it follows that the humanity existed at some time without the 
divinity, which is absurd and which the opposition certainly does not 
want to affirm. If one says 'from two natures', then one already presup­
poses the existence (of those to be united), whereas 'in two natures' 
speaks of them only after the union. 

What is essential, however, is the indication that hypostasis can have 
a twofold meaning: something that exists, and something that exists for 
itself. Depending upon what the questioner understands by hypostasis, 
one will give a (different) answer to the question about whether Christ's 
natures are hypostatic or anhypostatic. If hypostasis simply means 
something that exists, then Christ's two natures are to be called 

76. Thirteen of the thirty-seven columns in PG 86 are devoted to the discussion of Chalcedon. 
77. J. Speigl, art. cit., 230 and 212 respectively. Speigl works out carefully the conception 

which the author of De sectis had of the councils and of Justinian's religious politics. 
78. Leontius Schol., De sectis, V, VI: PG 86, 1232D-1233B. 
79. Cf. John Philoponus, Diaetetes, VII, 28-29; X, 35: Sanda 63-64, 70. 
80. Cf. idem, op. cit., IV, 17: Sanda 52-53. 



498 CHRIST IN CHRISTIAN TRADITION 

hypostatic, for they are real. Should hypostasis in contrast characterize 
something that exists for itself, then one will answer that Christ's 
natures are anhypostatic, since they do not exist for themselves. One 
cannot imagine such a conciliatory manner of speaking in Leontius of 
Byzantium. 

With regard to the second question, at first the author directs the 
opponents' argument again to their formula, and shows that, with their 
claim that number would separate, they introduce a separation into their 
own mode of expression (from two natures) in exactly the same way. 

Philosophically, however, the author contests that number is a discrete 
dimension. One can use number both for discrete things as well as for 
things that belong together (for example, a log five metres long). Again, 
as in the first objection, he allows a double linguistic usage: 

Number is also a double (meaning) dimension, which is stated both of discrete things 
and of continuous things. (1244A) 

In a second approach. De sectis then attempts a new explanation: one 
must distinguish between whether one affirms the two according to 
number or according to kind (rtP apI8p.tP, rtP eroe,). Por this distinction 
the author refers to Aristotle, who 'openly said that matter and form 
are one according to number and two according to kind' (1244C). Con­
sequently one can then say of Christ that he is one according to number, 
and two according to kind. Once again De sectis seeks a solution here 
by distinguishing the different respects under which each statement is 
made, a solution which admittedly is not participated in by the oppo­
nents. In the christological question this was presumably caused by the 
identification of nature and hypostasis (cf. Philoponus), which no longer 
allowed a distinction. 

The body-soul analogy rejected 
In De sectis the body-soul paradigm is first mentioned by the miaphysites 
as a reply to the Church's objection that two natures are introduced of 
necessity I if after the union the united are distinguished. B1 The human 
being's body and soul are united UIlIJlingled , and yet there is one nature 
of the human being. The 'Synodists' (that is, the Chalcedonians), 
however, also call upon the comparison for their own purposes. De seclis 
nevertheless exhibits a more reserved position. 

81. De seclis, VII, V: PG 86, 1245A. Cf. John Philoponus, Diaetetes, X, 36-37: Sanda 70-71, 
who in justification adduces the body-soul analogy as the first example (X. 37). 
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The Theodosians are reproached witb wanting to apply the anthropological example [0 Christ 
in everything (VlI. VI; 1245C). In tbe 'repetition' (from VI, Vfi) then comes the detailed discu5-
sion of the body~soul model. First of all ~ seclis dissociates ilSclf from the reference of the 
'Synodists' to the fact that the human being too is composed of two natures; 'the Synodists 
arc driven into the corner by this example' (1248C). In aadition Leontius Scholasticu$ defends 
the Theodosial1$ against the claim that they for their part must confess 'from three', if they 
WIlDt to force the Synodists to a coofession of Christ ' in three natures'. Thus he clearly finds 
fault with the indication as an eXCll5e mat me human being is also said to have two natures. 
Immediately after this he states that a human being has one nature, but Christ has two. (1248D) 

At the end of VII, VI we nnd a proposition which is central to the 
christology of De seetis: 

For Christ's two [natures] have the same basis [relationship] with regard to the hypostasis 
as the [human being's] one nature has to a human being's hypostasis. (1248B) 

This proposition forms the background for the entire presentation 
of VII, VIII and can be heard echoing here. De sectis explains that if 
one remains on the level of the natures and wants to interpret the 'end­
product' (dno-rBA80',ua),82 Christ, by means of the body-soul analogy, 
then one cannot maintain the scriptural confession (WlIOAOYI1"CaI; 1248D) 
of true God and true human being. De sectis formulates this scriptural 
confession of faith in the following way: 

It is confess,cd that he was God and a human being and that he himself was completely God 
and completely human. and God according to nature and human according to nature, and 
consubstantial with od and cCID$ubstantial with us, and one of the Trinity and one of us, 
and that the God-Logos vouchsafed to become a human being.83 

The confession also contains the phrase unus de sancia trinitate, but 
without further addition, simply to express the identity of the second 
divine person and the human being. Against tius homologia the teaching 
of the mia physis or the two natures is tested. 

Assuming that one takes a body and soul and forms a human being, then this human being 
is consubstantial neither with the soul nor with the body. If one now w3nts to apply this 
paradigm to Christ aDd puts the divinity in dIe place of the soul and the hurruuity in the place 
of the body, then the llpoldesmll is neither consubst.antial with the Father nor consubstantial with 
human beings, and thus the confession is violated. If in contrast one assumes two natures in 
Christ, then all the statements of the confession arc present. This is because the hypostasis allows 
the concept of two naturcs.&I 

De sectis rightly sees that the understanding of the unity of divinity 

82. This word that is used so frequently in Leontius of Byzantium finds application remarkably 
often in De sec/is, but it is introduced as a term of the Theodosians, whose formula runs; 
tSld.popa Ta JJipT/, TO tSt dnoTiAIlC1JJa tv (1245C). 

83. De seetis, VII, VII; PG 86, 1248D-1249A; d. VII, VIII: 1249BC. 
84. De sec/is, VII, VIII; PG 86, 1249AD. 
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and humanity in Christ as a mia physis, which is then interpreted with the 
body-soul paradigm, is mistaken. The reason for this is that the unity in 
Christ is seen as a nature unity and not as a "nio hypostatica et sewnJum 
I,ypostasin. The similarity of the unity in Christ to the unity in a homan 
being does not consist in the unity of body and soul, but in the unity of 
human nature and hypostasis. De sectis rightly and clearly indicates this state 
of affairs. However, it lacks an exact terminology to express this precisely. 
De sectis contributes nothing to an explanation of how the relationship of 
hypostasis and nature (or two natures) in Christ is to be understood. 

Tile mia-physis formula 
It is only in actio VllI, in the discussion of patristic arguments, that there 
is talk of the tnia-physis formula. Then it is used against the charge of 
the opponents of the Council of Chalcedon that the Council did not 
mention this formula of Cyril. De sectis responds that the formula is 
Cyril's. but it is not opposed to the Council's teaching. For he does not 
speak of the one incarnate nature of Christ, but of the God-Logos, so 
clearly of another nature. And in order to indicate another nature he 
says precisely 'incarnate'. 85 A confession of the mia-physis formula is 
found again further on (VIII, IV), in connection with an inauthentic 
citation of Athanasius: 

We do not teach two natures, one of which is adored and the other not, but we say one 
nature of the incarnate Logos. (1256C) 

De sectis shares this understanding of the formula also with Theodore 
of Raithu,86 but here neve~theless, in contrast to the Praeparatio, it is in 
no way a tessera of orthodoxy. 

The picture of Christ 
The christology of De sectis gains more profile in the rebuttal of heresies. 
Against the Gaianites, De sectis holds that Chtist voluntarily subjected 
himself to the laws of the body and suffered like us. The difference is 
only that he was not necessarily subjected to the laws of nature. Christ's 
body was not incorruptible before the resurrection, and afterwards it 
was incorruptible through grace and not according to nature (X, I-II; 
1260B-1261D). In the position it takes on the Agnoetic question, as we 

85. In justification De sectis offers a long citation from Cyril, Ep. 46 ad Succens.: PG 77, 
244Al-Bll. 

86. As well with John the Grammarian, Justinian in Contra Mo"ophysitas, Leontius of 
Byzantium: cf. M. Richard, art. cit. (Op. Min. II, no. 55), 711. 
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have already indicated, De sectis shows itself remarkably circumspect 
and completely orientated towards Chalcedon's definition. 

How should we define the christological position of the writing 
characterized by C. Moeller as 'a kind of resume of the theology of the 
epoch'?87 

We are not able to find any re-Cyrillization. Saint Cyril, one of 
the holy Fathers, appears particularly as the authority to whom the 
opponents have recourse, and De sectis shows that Chalcedon does not 
stand in opposition to Cyril's main formulas, such as 'union according 
to the hypostasis' and the mia-physis formula, if these are understood in 
the sense of the two natures. How does it stand with regard to the 
elements which Justinian and the Council of 553 included? 

'According to theoria' plays no rOle in De sectis (d. VII, I-II); of the two formulas 'from two' 
and 'in two', the 'in two' receives hefty support in contrast to the 'from two' (d. VII, I and 
lll). Synthesis does not occur. 'Union according to the hypostasis' is explained as being in agree­
ment with Chalcedon (Vlll, I). 'One of the Trinity' indeed occurs, but without further additions. 

On the whole the writing shows a remarkable abstinence vis-a-vis 
typical neo-Chalcedonian terminology. The attitude it displays towards 
the Council of 553 is also surprising; Constantinople II is not even 
mentioned by De sectis. It represents the Three Chapters in the following 
way: Justinian condemned (kat'oikonomian) Theodoret and Ibas in order 
to win over the Diakrinomenoi.88 There is no word of the fact that, 
apart from the condemnation by Justinian's edict of 543, the Council 
of 553 also explicitly anathematized the three names, Theodore of 
Mopsuestia, Theodoret and Ibas; nothing is said about the condemnation 
of Theodore of Mopsuestia.89 

De sectis demonstrates that it is a persistent defender of the Council 
of Chalcedon also in the treatment of patristic authorities, as a 
florilegium in actio IX once again underscores. 90 

87. C. Moeller, art. cit., 665. 
88. Leontius Schol., De sectis, VI, VI: PG 86, 1237CD. 
89. This is researched in detail by J. Speigl, art. cit., 224-30. 
90. The florilegium accords with nos. 19, 24, 25, 27, 37, 41, 42, 50, 80, 86, 87 of the 

florilegium in CNE of Leontius of Byzantium (ed. Daley). The same numbers appear as in the 
description by R. Devreesse, 'Le Florilege de Leonce de Byzance', RSR 10 (1930), 545-76, apart 
from: 31 instead of 27, 81 instead of 80, 87 instead of 86 and 88 instead of 87. In detail the 
contents are: 
19: Athanasius (?), Contra Apollinarem I, 7: PG 26, 1105A14-B5. 
24: Gregory Naz., Orat. 38, 15: PG 36, 328Cl1-14. 
25: Idem, Orat. 30,7-8: PG 36, 113A6-B10. 
27: Gregory Nyss., Adv. Apollinarem 40: PG 45, 1213D5-1216A9. 
37: Ambros., De Fide ad Grat. II, 9,77: CSEL 78, 84,32-85,38; PL 16, 576B13-15. 
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Because the Chalcedonian 'basic formula' of one hypostasis in two 
natures is clearly highlighted (the two aspects being treated separately, 
with the mia hypostasis occurring in particular in actio I in a type of regula 
fldei,91 and the 'in two natures' in detail in actio VII), De sectis shows 
itself to be a strict-Chalcedonian writing. 

41: Idem, Ep. 46 ad Sabinum, 6: Pl 16, 1147B15-C4. 
42: Idem, Expositio Fidei, frag. 
50: Augustine, Tractatus in Ioannem 78, 3: Pl35, 1836; CCl 36, 524,4-8. 
80: Cyril Alex., De adoratione in Spiritu et Veritate IX: PG 68, 637A7-B2. 
86: Idem, Ep.50 ad Valerianum, 2: PG 77, 257Bl1-15; ACO I, 1, 3, pp.91,31-92,1. 
87: Idem, Ep.39 ad Joannem Antiochenum, 5: PG 77, 177A13-B3; ACO I, 1, 4, p. 17,17-20. 
Thus among these there are four passages from latin Fathers (Ambrose, Augustine), and three 
from Cyril. According to GGT 1I/1, Ad Fontes, 58, the numbers are from sections II ('two 
natures in the one hypostasis') and III ('Texts from Cyril' among others 'as witness for the 
dyophysite position'). Cf. ibid., 60. 

91. Cf. PG 86, 1197B: 'one hypostasis perfected (ti7tSTsA8u8'1) from the God-logos and the 
human body'. The Regula fidei: 1197BC, d. above, p.496. 



CHAPTER TWO 

APOTELESMA - AN APPRAISAL OF THE SIXTH 
CENTURY 

Time and again in the Justinianic period we have encountered the word 
apotelesma in a christological application. Jesus Christ as the eternal Logos 
and Son of the Father undergoes the historical process of incarnation and 
stands in his God-human reality as 'end-product', as it were, before the 
eyes of believing human beings. An apotelesma will be attempted in this 
final chapter · on the christology of the Patriarchate of Constantinople 
between 500 and 600 - a concluding holistic consideration of the 
christology of the sixth century in Byzantium. Naturally, reflective 
theology, that is, the discussion about the Christ of Chalcedon which 
to a greater or lesser extent works with concepts and formulas, attracted 
attention. 

In the sixth century in Byzantium, however, we have a special oppor­
tunity to expand this reflective view by a kerygmatic, hymnodic, litur­
gical vision of rare consistency, namely by the poems of Romanos 
Melodos. In terms of chronology, with him we encompass the Justi­
nianic era once again, but now on a more popular, spiritual level, on 
which as well, and in full union with it, liturgical life is carried out. 
Here we must forgo a separate description of the christology of the 
Byzantine liturgy, but we shall return to this task and perform it 
adequately by analysing the Coptic version of Gregory's anaphora in the 
context of Alexandrian christology. 92 

I. THE REFLECTIVE CHRISTOLOGY OF THE SIXTH CENTURY 

IN BYZANTIUM 

Our attempt to depict the development of faith in Jesus Christ in the 
Patriarchate of Constantinople during the post-Chalcedonian period to 
roughly 600, despite the many names a.nd an understanding of the extant 
writings which is as complete as possible, cannot make the claim of 
offering an evenly developed picture for the Patriarchate as a whole. 
Naturally the imperial and patriarchal city itself captured our attention, 
like a brightly lit stage with its players and supernumeraries. while the 

92. See JdChr II/4. 246-56. 
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audience, that is, the provinces, the chora, remained with its own life 
in the shadows. 93 

We have also accepted a narrowing of content. Our description covers 
two domains of the history of faith only partially: (1) that of theological 
reflection on the dogma of Chalcedon in both its affirmative and negative 
modes, and (2) that of the politico-religious activity of the rulers of the 
Byzantine Empire during this period. There are many questions which 
still remain open. Of what type was the Church's baptismal kerygma 
of Jesus Christ? What did the spiritual life of this period look like in 
liturgy and asceticism, given that two orientations sought christological 
dominance in the Patriarchate? At the end we shall attempt to sketch 
the missing pieces of this picture in broad strokes. But before that we 
should sum up what we have analysed previously. 

The post-Chalcedonian period in Byzantium to the year 600 was not 
an era of theological awakening or breakthrough, but rather of a 
tenacious wrestling with a responsible transmission of faith in Jesus 
Christ. In the Patriarchate of Constantinople in the period up to 600 
Chalcedonian faith received a form which it retains to the present. 
Nevertheless the development in 600 had not yet come to a conclusion; 
in the seventh century the discussion of Chalcedonian faith would again 
be taken up anew. 

With the two main formulas - 'one hypostasis in two natures' and 
'the one nature (hypostasis) of the incarnate Word' - the two poles of 
post-Chalcedonian christology were present. Naturally this antithesis 
demanded a constant discussion which probed ever deeper into the 
content of the main concepts being used, viz. hypostasis and nature. The 

93. On the developmellt of this relationship, or misreiationsbip, see H. Ahrweiler, 'L'empire 
byz3ntin. Formation, evolution, decadence', RSjB 31 (1973), 181- 98 = ItItm, Byzllnce: Jes pays 
et Its 'errllo;rtS (London, 1976). no. 1. That the Asiatic regions of the Patriarchllte were not forgot­
ten Bmperor Justinian shows 1n calling the monk John of Amida to carry out missionary work 
in Asia Minor, with the commission of bringing the newly converted to the a.cknowledgcment 
of Cbalcedon. Jobn loyally carried out this commission, although he bimself was an opponent 
of Chalcedon. POl' thi! rcason he-received the nameJobn of Asia. He is the an thor of the History 
oj II.e Orllllllill Sa;1/1s (E. W. Brooks, PO 1;>--19) and the CIII/rel; History (E. W. Brooks.lohmlllis 
Ephcsilli Historiae laiesi/wilile }!drs fer/ia, CSCO 105.106 [1935/361; fragments in CS 0 104 
[1933]); J. Schonfelder. Die Klrdl6l1gescMchte des jolulnnes von Ephesus (Munich, 1862). On the 
mission of John of Ephesus and his colleagues and their decisive success cf. L. Duchesne. L'Eglise 
au VI' si~cle (Paris. 1925). 276-80. Tileir base was the monastery of Zooras on the other side 
of the Golden Hom (HE III , 36.37). Critical comments on the actual expansion of Christianity 
arc found in K. Holl, Cesammellc Alljiillze flIT Ki"hcI'tcscM,hte. II. Der Osten (Tiibingen. 1928), 
245-{). Furthermore, see E. Honigmaon. EVillJlles et bv2c1llj monophysiles d'Asie anlmeure au VI' 
s;~cl~ = CSCO 127 (Louvain, 1951), 207-15; F. Winkelmann, ByzSiIlv 37 (1976), 182-3; P. 
Allen. 'A New Date for the Last Recorded Events in John of Ephesus' Historin Ecclesillslica', OLP 
10 (1979), 251-4. 
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four familiar adverbs of the Chalcedonian definition had to form the 
tracks, as it were, along which the movement of thought would have 
to advance. This happened only slowly, and really haphazardly. We shall 
summarize the results from a Chalcedonian viewpoint. 

1. The question of Christ's one .b.ypostasis in the duality 
of the natures 

It is well known that the struggle in the fourth century about the 
trinitarian formula led to the distinction between the concepts of 
hypostasis-person on the one side, and physis, ousia, and substance on the 
other. This was due to the Cappadocians, Basil and Gregory Nazianzen. 
What they had worked out for the theologia, Gregory Nazianzen in 
particular transferred also to the oikonomia, that is, the teaching on the 
incarnation. In the former one spoke 'theologically' of three hypostases 
in the one ousia (physis) , and in the latter <economically' of the one 
hypostasis in two natures, to summarize briefly the development up to 
Chalcedon. 

Nevertheless this application of the theologia to the oikonomia was not 
accepted either by Cyril of Alexandria and his supporters, among whom 
the Severaos above all counted themselves. Even in the sixth century a 
Severan says in Leontius of Byzantium: 

There is agreement about the fact that hypostasis and ousia, or physis, are not the same in 
the Illeologla [trinitarian theology]; in the oikonomia [teaching about the incarnation], in 
contrast. they aIC identical [i.e. synonymous].94 

Two linguistic and conceptual systems run side by side. Thus the 
Chalcedonians had to reflect intensively on the distinction between 
hypostasis and nature, while their opponents could more or less dispense 
themselves from this. 

2. The question about the unity of the natures in Christ 

Among all the parties there was unanimity that in Christ divinity and 
humanity were connected in a way which could be termed undivided 
and unmingled (asynchytos - adihairetos) and which continued to exist 
permanently. If one holds fast to the synonymy of nature and hypostasis, 
then these two concepts are unavailable for an interpretation of the 
'unmingled' and 'undivided' in Christ. In any case one could use 

94. Leontius Byz., Bpil (CPG 6815): PG 86, 1921B. 



506 CHRIST IN CHRISTIAN TRADITION 

periphrases and stress the perfection of divinity and humanity in the one 
Christ alternately. Nevertheless the perfection of the humanity seems to 
be endangered by the formula of the 'one physis (hypostasis),. The claim 
that adding 'incarnate' dispelled this suspicion was either not taken 
seriously by the Chalcedonian side, or regarded as an implicit recognition 
of the two-natures formula. In fact, among some supporters of the 
mia-physis formula, the Apollinarian understanding of the Logos and sarx 
as a nature unity continued to shine through repeatedly (as for instance 
in the Agnoetic question). This is expressed already in the understanding 
of the concept hypostasis. To understand this fact we need to have 
recourse to the fourth or third century. 

(a) Christ's 'one hypostasis', 'one physis', in Apollinarius 
While in the third century the concept hypostasis had been used to express 
the 'substantial reality' of Father, Son and Holy Spirit in the one God, 
that is, in the Trinity, Apollinarius in his christology gave this concept 
a new christological function: hypostasis now had the task not of denoting 
the pre-existent Logos in his substantial reality, but 'of representing the 
one Christ as composed of divinity and humanity'95 or, more exactly, 
as unity 'from Logos and sarx'. Christ's one hypostasis is the 'synthesis 
of Logos and sarx'. In this 'anthropological synthesis' the divine Logos 
takes over the spiritual, intellectual and volitional functions which are 
ascribed to the human soul. The body-soul analogy is thus transferred 
univocally to the relationship of divinity and carnal nature in Christ. It 
is precisely for this reason that Christ is only one hypostasis, one physis, 
one prosopon; in him there is only one energeia (activity).96 The unity 
in Christ is conceived absolutely as a henosis 'in the nature and according 
to the nature', understood in an Aristotelian sense as a synthesis of 
incomplete, partial principles which results in one nature-hypostasis as 
a whole. 

Accordingly, in the first instance the new content of hypostasis does 
not say 'subject' or 'substantial reality', but the physical unity of the one 
concrete reality from two natures, which Christ is. To refresh our 
memory we shall cite as the clearest statement of this a text from the 
'speech on faith' which was ascribed to Pope Julius: 

95. cf. M. Simonetti, 'Per la rivalutazione di alcune testimonianze su Paolo di Samosata', 
RSLR 24 (1988) (177-210), 191. 

96. Summarized most clearly in the Kala meros pislis 30: Lietzmann, 178-179. 
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... we confess that God the Logos became flesh from the holy virgin Mary, and we do 
not separate him from his flesh, but he is one pOSOpOIl and one hypostasis and one nature 
of God the Logos, who became flesh ... 97 

(b) Corrections to the Apollinarian system 
Although both Cyril and Severns clearly distinguish themselves from 
Apollinarius by often stressing the reality of the human soul in Christ, 
they still take over his mia-physis-hypostasis formula. Because both terms 
were synonymous for them, they were not able to use these same terms 
to establish the distinction in Christ. Other distinctive terms were not 
at their disposal. 

3. The Chalcedonian way 

The Chalcedonian synthesis is based: 

(a) on the Cappadocian acceptance of the tnmtarian, theological 
distinction between hypostasis (persona, prosopon) and physis (ousia) 
for the teaching about the incarnation; 

(b) on the interpretation of the unity and difference in Christ with the 
help of this new terminology: the unity is on the level of the 
hypostasis, while the difference is on the level of the 'nature'. 

Therefore, three things are demanded of Chalcedonian theologians: 

(i) a new definition of the content of hypostasis; 
(ii) the contrasting of their understanding of the unity in Christ, 

which proceeds from the 'subject' to the 'nature', with the 
Apollinarian 'nature unity'; and 

(iii) the interpretation of this event of union, firstly in a concrete way 
and then conceptually. 

(Q What does hypostasis mean? 
For Chalcedonian christology after 451 a great deal had already been 
achieved with the knowledge that the one hypostasis was not to be 
considered as the end-product (apotelesma) of the union. Rather it is 
already present in the person of the Logos who exists in the divine 
nature, but who now in the incarnation assumes a complete human 

97. Apollin. , De fldt tl Incam. cOlllm ndversarlos, 3 (CPG3647): Lictzmann, p.194,8-12. 
Cf. the Apollinanan writing Ellcydioll (CPG 3735): Lietzmlllln, p. 292,19-20: 'one II}'pOitasis and 
one proSOPO" of the God-Logos nn.d the flesh (taken) from Mary'; Quod 11111/$ sit Chris(us 3 
(CPG3737): Lietzmann, p.296,7-8.12; ibid .• p. 298,1; ibid., p.299.9: 'one hypostasis of the 
Logos and the IaIX'; p.3oo,9-10. 
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nature. What does hypostasis of the Logos mean in relation to his human 
existence, if the dreaded 'N estorian' teaching of two hypostases is to be 
avoided? Leontius" of Byzantium occupied himself intensely with a defini­
tion of llypostasis in contradistinction to nature, without arriving at 
a convincing result. 98 He remained trapped in the Cappadocian meta­
physics of hypostasis which discovered only the individuum. On the basis 
of his formulation Leontius of Byzantium had to deny 'individuality' to 
Christ's humanity if he did not want to make it a second !typostas;s. 
He did not address this problem quite openly. Hence he did not attain 
the breakthrough to the solution sought for, though it has often been 
maintained that he did. 

Leontius of Jerusalem advanced a step further than his namesake, 
although he still had the same starting-point, the Basilian concept of 
lrypostasis. He circumvented the barrier against finding a new definition 
which resulted from that starting-point by considering things concretely. 
For him incarnation was an event of God's omnipotence, which he 
described as the 'transposition of one nature into another hypostasis'. 99 

Furtherm e, he was so open that he conceded an individual being 
for Christ's humanity by whiCh, seen from a Basilian point of view, it 
would have been hypostasis, but was not, because 'the transposition' had 
happened. For this process he was able to use the expression 'to make or 
to allow to insubsist'. Hence be left behind Leontius of Byzantium and 
his enhypostatos. which was often not understood. Hypostasis thus gained 
the meaning of independence, tOO or of the final monadic being-oneself. 

What Leontius of Jerusalem proposed beyond that as an ontology 
for the explanation of enhypostasis lOt was only an application of the 
Basilian teaching on idiomatll, but thought through with a good deal of 
intellectual show. This was forced into a new framework. It would 
have been much more promising to have thought through the existential 
start that Leontius of Jerusalem discovered with his idea of the Logos­
subject's creatively taking possession of Christ's humanity: in his 
own hypostasis the Logos created for himself his own human being. 
Emperor Justinian took over this insight almost literally. There were two 
advantages in this. 

(1) The idea of the one subject was clearly highlighted. 
(2) For Leontius of Jerusalem there was no more profound possibility 

98. It was shown that the expression enhypostRton should not be used in the search for this 
definition without further clarification. 

99. Leontius Jer., eN II, 35: PG 86, 1593C. 
100. Idem, eN II, 13: PG 86, 1561C7-9. 
101. For example, in ibid., eN I, 20: PG 86, 148504-7. 
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for explaining the henosis than the creative intervention in the being 
of Christ's humanity. This intervention consisted in an act of divine 
omnipotence which in one single action effected two things: the coming 
into existence (ousiosis) and the unification (synousiosis) of the human 
nature with the divine hypostasis. 102 In this way a good biblical start 
was given (cf. Rom 4,17) which far surpassed a constrained ontological 
interpretation of henosis. Only the divine hypostasis of the Logos, in unity 
with the Father and Spirit,lo3 could so dispose of created being that it 
remained utterly created ('unmingled') yet did not belong to itself; it 
was and remained the 'undivided' existence and being of the divine 
Logos-subject. Leontius of Jerusalem spoke of demiourgikon as the charac­
teristic of God. 104 Thus a valuable element in the interpretation of 
Christ's unity was recognized: incarnation was only possible to God's 
creative power. 

(ii) Unity in the hypostasis - as opposed to unity in the nature 
In the sixth century, Leontius of Jerusalem was successful in contrasting 
most clearly the Chalcedonian sense of a union in the hypostasis and 
according to the hypostasis with the nature unity introduced so 
disastrously by Apollinarius. lOS Through God's creative unifying act a 
complete human nature becomes the earthly, finite existence of the 
hypostasis of the Logos. The hypostasis of the Logos becomes, is and 
remains a complete human being and at the same time guarantees Christ's 
inseparable unity. The mia hypostasis now has a completely different sense 
from what it had for Apollinarius. Hypostasis is now formally the final 
subject. 

This union 'in the hypostasis' permits an undiminished individuality to 
be awarded to Christ's human nature, as Leontius of Jerusalem explicitly 
does, although admittedly this is poorly categorized ontologically. 
Nevertheless it is the human existence of the divine Logos. 

(iii) On the interpretation of the event of union 
In addition Leontius of Jerusalem attempted to explain the 'singularity' 
of the hypostasis in Christ by means of his Basilian ontology. He could 
have dispensed with this - in fact he should have - because he then 

102. Idem, eN IV, 17: PG86, 1684B. 
103. In this context the Fathers already emphasized that every creative action of God ad 

extra is common to the three persons. In Justinian's time this was expressed by Romanos 
Melodos, Hymn. 24,19: SC 114, 128 (here related to the multiplication of the loaves). 

104. Leontius Jer., eN I, 19: PG 86, 1480A. 
105. Cf. idem, eM: PG 86, 1865B. 
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falsified the biblical picture of Christ. By overwhelming Christ's human 
nature with divine idiomata in order to prove that it was united with 
the Logos, he endangered the biblical thought of kenosis (Phil 2,5-7). 
Above all he employed the 'proof in power', that is, the miracle, as 
indispensable for the revelation of the henosis, something that brought 
Leontius of Jerusalem close to the Chalcedonian aphthartics. If one takes 
the two main thoughts of Leontius of Jerusalem together, namely 
(1) the appeal to God's divine creative power and (2) the conception of 
Christ's humanity as orientated in its very existence to the hypostasis of 
the Logos, then a great deal was achieved for the Chalcedonian 
understanding of the one Christ. 

(1) Because the union happened creatively, but without change for 
the divinity and the humanity (atreptos), the kenosis in the event of the 
incarnation is finally assured fundamentally. The Julianists (in the tradi­
tional interpretation) and the Chalcedonian aphthartics were on the 
wrong track. The creative union and assumption of Christ's humanity 
left the latter not in its own hypostatic being, but decidedly in the being 
of a human nature. 

(2) As a result of this the acceptance of a 'theopaschism' was also 
possible without suffering being ascribed to the divine 'nature', as was 
the case with Apollinarius. For the human being Jesus who suffers 
and dies is the existence of the divine hypostasis of the Logos. God really 
suffers, in his human nature. 

(3) The correct understanding of the Chalcedonian unity of natures 
in the subject needs no subsequent improvement. Neo-Chalcedonian 
approaches must guard against falling back into the schema of a 'nature 
unity' or of adopting individual ideas from it. In particular a 'diviniza­
tion' of Christ's humanity in a qualitative respect exposes itself to the 
danger of becoming once again a J,enosis understood naturally. 

4. Christ's humanity in the Constantinopolitan christology of 
the sixth century 

'Created for itself' also says that Christ's humanity must be considered 
as a perfect work of God: 'one aDd the arne, perfect in divinity, 
the same also perfect in humanity', that is, with the sarx and a spiritual, 
rational and all-human vitality. All parties stressed this against 
Apollinarius. But how seriously did they take Christ's humanity, 
especially his rationality, his human knowledge and volition? 

We have established that within the fundamental acceptance of 
Christ's true divinity and true humanity there still existed quite different 
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notions about the relationship of both natures in the one Christ. There 
were very different 'pictures of Christ', both in the opposition of 
Miaphysites and Dyophysites, as well as within both groups. Imitating 
Cyril, Severus of Antioch resolutely constructed his picture of Christ 
'from above'. He was followed above all by Theodosius of Alexandria, 
Anthimus and the Severans in general. Because in Christ there was only 
one hypostasis (Physis), no 'duality' at all should be accepted in him. There 
was only one energeja, one the1ema, one knowledge, as it were, only 
the one flow of energies from above. John Philoponus of Alexandria 
admittedly reflected on how this 'one energeja' also moved Christ's 
psychic powers. I06 Only in the fmal effect of the one energeia could and 
should a 'duality' be accepted, thus oJ~tside the reality of the one Christ, 
God and human being. 

It is also only in individual representatives that the two-natures 
christology of the Byzantines was successful in considering and acknowl­
edging Christ's human activity in the domains of both intellect and 
senses. Really it was only Leontius of Byzantium in his discussion with 
the Chalcedonian aphthartics who took an important step forward. lo7 

Of all the Greek theologians of the sixth century, he was no doubt the 
one who understood best the 'consubstantial with us' (homoousios hemin) 
and the 'unmingled' of the Chalcedonian definition. 108 He knew of the 
distinction between what Christ as a human being can do from his 
natural powers, which as such he also ascribed to the divine subject; 
the hypostasis of the Logos, and what signifies the supernatural elevation 
of the natural powers. Here he discovered important facts and formula­
tions for the relationship of nature and supernature, which were to be 
a model for the Latin Middle Ages. In his writings there were also 
approaches for a pneumatology of Christ's humanity or for the accep­
tance of a life of grace in Jesus which is borne by the Pneuma. In the 
Byzantine theology of the sixth century these insights unfortunately 
found little response. It was perhaps Emperor Justinian who adopted 
them the most in his letter to Zoilus. Some Byzantine theologians dared 
even to refer to Leo I's Tomus to Flavian and to speak of a twofold 
activity in the one Christ. 

These approaches to an acknowledgement of Christ's humanity and 
his powers would have been of the utmost significance for a Chalcedo­
nian soteriology, because this still seemed to reflect Apollinananism. 

106. John Philoponus, Diaetetes (CPG 7260), nos . .3-4: Sanda 38-39 (see also T. Hainthaler 
in ]dChr II/4, 129-31). 

107. Cf. Leontius Byz., CA: PG 86, 1336BC, 1336D-1337A. 
108. Cf. CA: PG 86, 1332D6-1333BS. 
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The acts which were decisive for the redemption of humanity, that 
is, Christ's knowledge and freedom, Apollinarius anchored by nature in 
a divine-spiritual principle and thus arrived at an absolute 'impeccability' 
of the redeemer (an 'invincible nous'). This nous, however, was the 
divinity. What was the purpose, then, of the incarnation? The funda­
mental soteriological proposition was rightly raised against him: 'what 
is not assumed, is not redeemed'. This had as well to hold for human 
knowledge and freedom. 

Even though important approaches for a Chalcedonian soteriology 
can be established, Byzantine christology on the whole was still not 
successful in developing a convincing appreciation of the knowing 
and willing of Christ the human being, and of his freedom. In partic­
ular with regard to Christ's knowing or not knowing, the Sever an­
Theodosian reaction to the theses of the deacon Themistius no longer 
left any scope for the unmingled development of human knowledge 
and free human willing. The dread of introducing a second person into 
Christ by such an approach was too great for the anti-Chalcedonians to 
venture accepting a certain autonomy of Christ's human psychic life. 

The Chalcedonian and neo-Chalcedonian interpretation of the human 
knowledge and its participation in the divine knowledge (Eulogius, 
Gregory the Great) did not advance in that period beyond the Theodo­
sian approach. The limitation of Christ's human knowledge which 
had been accepted in the fourth century was no longer gladly called to 
mind in the struggle against the Agnoetism of Themistius. Funda­
mentally, up to the present there has been no elaborated teaching on 
Jesus' human knowledge that is generally accepted and without con­
ceptual contradiction. loo 

Consequently many questions remain open. In the interpretation 
of soteriology in the sixth century, was Christ's humanity properly 
seen in its cognitive and volitional power? What task did Christ's 
human knowledge have as the receiver and mediator of the Father's 
revelation to human beings? What significance did Christ's human 
act of obedience before God have? The fear of 'Nestorianism' hindered 
the utilization of the Leonine agit enim utraque forma quod proprium est 
for soteriology. 

The time had still not come to grasp the christological and soterio­
logical questions systematically in their totality. The christologial corpus 
of the sixth century and of the post-Chalcedonian period in general was 

109. Cf. R. Moloney, 'The Mind of Christ in Transcendental Theology: Rahner, Lonergan 
and Crowe', Hey] 25 (1984), 288-300. 
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still all too much an occasional product of polemical, didactic or also of 
a politico-religious type. A systematic christology first began to develop 
embryonically not so much on the ground of speculation, but rather on 
that of the baptismal kerygma. The Summa theologica developed from the 
symbolum which had been formed as the summary of the baptismal 
kerygma, and to this the sixth century made its own special contribution, 
but on Latin soil. 110 

II. CONCRETE CHRISTOLOGY: THE MYSTERIES OF THE LIFE OF JESUS 

IN ROMANOS MELODOS 

In the cathedral homilies of Severus of Antioch we have already found 
access to this way of comprehending Christ's person by way of the life 
of Jesus. 111 Even if these were not delivered in the capital, they are still 
a model of the combination of reflection and kerygma which is 
transferable to the Imperial City, not taking into account naturally 
the Patriarch's anti-Chalcedonian stance. Through the poetic works of 
Romanos Melodos the concrete christology in the sixth century is 
represented much closer to the people than is the case with Severus. 
These found their inspiration in Syria and Palestine. Romanos offered 
a relatively comprehensive supplement to the reflective theology that was 
dominant to a large degree in the sixth century. Without his kontakia 
we would not be able to complete the picture of christological spirituality 
in the Imperial City; admittedly the liturgy must also be incorporated 
into this. 112 

Romanos was born towards the end of the fifth century in Emesa in 

110. Cf. A. Grillmeier, 'Vom Symbolum zur Summa', in Mit Ihm und In Ihm (Freiburg, 
21978), 585-636; idem, 'Fulgentius' von Ruspe "De Fide ad Petrum" und die "Summa 
Sententiarum"', in Ibid., 637-79. 

111. On homiletics in the Justinianic period cf. P. Halkin, Blbliotheca haglographica graeca III = 
SubsHag 8a (31957) III, Appendix VII: Oratlones et homiliae de festis Christl, 215-49, no. 1-277. 
In addition see C. Walter, Art and Ritual of the Byzantine Church (London, 1982), 67-72 
(homilies). 

112. On the following lee J. Gro!didicr de Matons, ROII/IlIiOS Ie Me/ot/e et les orig/lles de fa 
Ilo/sic rellglfflJt () Byz.mcf (paris, 1977); on this $CC A. de HaUcux. 'Hellemsme et syrianite de 
Romanos Ie Meode', RHE 73 (1978), 632-41. In nve volumes Grosdidier edited and translated: 
Romlll/os Ie Milot/e. Hymflts I: SC 99 (Paris, 1964); Il: SC 110 (1965): III; SC 114 (1965); IV: 
SC 128 (1967); V: SC 283 (1981). On theclrri5tology of the hymns of Romanos sec]. Grosdldier, 
RoltIlll/OS Ie Me/oaB (1977), 247-84: eh. VI, La religion de Romanos. Important for the christology 
are abo the introductions to the individual hymll$ in the five volume~ of the SC. 10 his work 
from 1977 Grosdidier presented corrections and expansions to the four volumes which were 
published before 1977. On Byzantine hymnography see J. SZQverffy, Guide to Byzantine Hymn'" 
graph)' I-II (Brooklyn, Leiden, 1978-1979). 
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Phoenicia Libanensis. The exact date of his birth is disputed. He was 
probably brought up bilingual. For some time he was active as a deacon 
in Beirut. Under Emperors Anastasius I (491-518), Justin (518-527) and 
Justinian (527-565) we find him in Constantinople, where he remained 
to the end of his life. As a deacon in the church of the Theotokos in the 
part of the city called Kyros, he is reported to have had an apparition 
of the Virgin Mary, who conferred on him the gift of poetic talent.1t3 
He seems to have died before 565, but after 555, because his famous Hymn 
51 on the ten virgins (SC 283) demands this terminus post quem.114 

1. General characterization of the historical significance of 
Romanos 

In all his productivity Romanos was highly receptive with regard to his 
presentation of Jesus Christ. He did not want to execute an outstanding, 
historically significant work, but to present the dogma 'in a lively and 
dramatic form'. 115 

(a) Typical hymns 

J. Gro$didier highlights the following hymns 3S especially typical: (1) the Srst bymn on Christ's 
birth (Hymn. 10: SC 110, 43-77 with introduction); (2) the kOrJrakion 011 Christ's presentation 
(Hymn. 14: SC 110, 163-197 with intl'bduction); (3) Mary's hymn at tbe cross (Hymn. 35: 
SC 128, 143-187). ln the last-named korrtakioll the poet unfolds a dialogue between Cudst and 
his mother (following Jo 19,25-27 and Lk 23,27-31). Apart from Ephraem the Syrian alld 
Symeon Metaphmtes. this is ullique in Oriental hymnody (SC 128, 146). In thiS kollCakioll the 
inspiration is highly original; what is striking is the didactic interest and the literary qu:ility 
of the text. J. Grosdidier (SC 128, 355) highlights in addition Hrnlll. 40, the first on Lhe resurrec· 
tion (SC 128, 355-421 with introduction); it is an apologetic hymn, which is rnre in Romanos; 
Ilere, Ilowever, the subject is the foundation of Chdstianity (cf. 1 Cor 15.13- 14). Hence the poet 
is at pains to reconcile the differences between the reports of the gospels (ef. the table in 
SC 1.28, 357-358). 

The form selected in Hymn. 40 is found in other very succeuful konl4itia (apart from 
Hymn. 10): 

(i) the 'temptation of Joseph of Egypt' (Hymn. 6: SC 99, 247-293 with introduction; (ii) the 
beheading of John the Baptist (Hymn. 59: yet to be published in SC).116 

113. J. Grosdidier, SC 99, 14. On Kyros see idem. Romanos Ie Milo,u (1977). 186-7. 
114. Cf. W. L. Petersen, The Diatessaron and Ephrem Syrus as Sources of Roman os the Melodist = 

CSCO 475, Subs. 74 (Louvain, 1985), 3. 
115. J. Grosdidier, SC 110. 325; ef. SC 128, 355-356 on Hymn. 40: the peculiarity of 

Romanos consists in the fact that he is more a preacher than an exegete. 
116. Cf. J. Grosdidier. Romanos Ie Milode (1977). 331-2. 
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(b) The special character of his poetry 

The closeness of homily and hymn is striking. Romanos is a 'real preacher' ('un v6ritable 
pr&licatcur') (SC 128, 57); in many texts, however, he is also a type of pamphleteer, as in 
kOlltakioll 33 on Judas (SC 128, 55-97 with introduction). He relishes moralizing, in pm more 
than the corresponding homilies in Fathers like Chrysostom.1I

7 
The kOlllakioll in the sixth and 

seventh century represented the poetic version of the great Byzantine homily, in narrative and 
dr.lmatic form . 118 In Romanos, however, the poctic chansm seems to be subordinate to his 
activity as a preacher. 119 

2. The sources of Romanos 

(a) The patristic sources 
It is striking that J. Grosdidier names the Fathers first and only then 
the Bible , 120 this procedure being based on the difference in the way 
Romanos deals with both sources. 

Romanos was familiar with two homilies of Basil of Seleucia,121 who 
was of particular significance for the formula of Chalcedon. He was 
inspired by him for his hymns on Elias and on 'Jonah and Nineveh' .122 
He read whole homilies of Basil of Seleucia. Whether apart from these 
Chrysostom was also used directly cannot be established precisely. 
Certainly there are reminiscences of Chrysostom, Ps. Chrysostom, 
but also of Dorotheus of Gaza, Cyril of Jerusalem, Ps. Eusebius of 
Alexandria, Severian of Gabala and Hesychius of Jerusalem. In short, 
Romanos did not deny his origin in the Syro-Palestinian cultural circle. 
He had his roots in a homogeneous tradition which was represented by 

117. J. Grosdidier, in SC 128, 58-59: 'Romanos n'cst pas un coeur [cudre, et ou uc trouvera 
gilere chez lui les effusions du Chrysostome. L'anatheme lui e5t plus familier que hi consolation. 
et il y a peu d'episodes ~vangeJiques qui ne lui aient fourm un .pretexte a maudire un homme 
ou une communaute bumaine, qU'elle soitjuive, paienne ou h&etique ... M~djocre tb~ologien, 
mediocre p$ychologue, it est cependant oblig~ de dogmatiser et de moraliser .. . ' Grosdidier says 
tbat the kOllltJkloll became for him a 'strait-jacket', 'en dffinitive un geme fawe, aussi incommode 
pour Ie poete que pour Ie predicateur'. 

118. Cf. A de Halleux, RHE 73 (1978), 633. 
119. ] . Grosdidier, Rol1ttllloS Ie Me/ode (1977), 247. Romanos adopted the kOlllakloll (like the 

homily), buttben popularized it. On the peculiarity of the poetry of Roma.nos in general d. 
H. Huoger. 'Romanos Melodn!, Dichter, Prediger, Rhetor - und sein Publikum', JOB 34 
(1984), 15-42. 

120. J. Grosdidier, ROllltwoS Ie Milutlt (1977), 248-55: Sources patristiques; 255: S. scrip· 
turalrcs; he reports that there is still no definitive work 011 the sources of Melodos (249, n. 7). 
In his ed.ltion of the hymns, Grosdidier takes great pains to give references to the sources where 
possible. But his concluding judgement stares disappointingly (255): 'L'~tude de ces sources, dans 
son .!tat present, ne IIOlI ! permet ni d'"ffirmer, ni de uiel J'originaljt~ de l'oeuvre de Romanos.' 

121. Basil Seleuc., ROlli. 39, III s. dtiJ>lImt amnmlfal . (CPG 6656[39]): PG 85, 448AB; SC 110, 
179, n. 1. 

122. Cf. CPG 6656 (10, 11, 12, 13); J. Grosdidier, Romatlos /e Me/ode (1977), 244. 
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the 'Oriental theologians of Greek tongue, but also by the Christian 
literature in Syriac'. 123 One can contest J. Grosdidier's statement that 
Romanos evidently had no access to the Syriac works of Bphraem, but 
that there is evidence of his knowledge of the Greek writings. It is 
correct that there is a relationship to Bphraem (Greek) in the hymns on 
the last judgement 124 and on Abraham's sacrifice. l2S Grosdidier's COD­

clusions were corrected by the thorough studies of W. L. Petersen,l26 
who showed that Romanos knew the Syriac Diatessaron at first hand, 
and not only through Bphraem the Syrian. Romanos cites the Standard 
Text of the New Testament forty times, and the Diatessaron at least 
twenty-eight times, probably according to the Syriac text. Romanos also 
knew the prose commentary on the Diatessaron (cited probably nine times 
verbatim). In short, 

Romanos owes a tremendous debt to Syriac literature; it is for others to determine to 
what - if any - degree the same may be said of the kontakion as well. 127 

(b) ConnectiotlS with Justinian's politico-religious actio tiS 

One OUTce, however, is of particular interest to us: J. Grosdidier 
established connections with the court and Justinian's writings. The poet 
probably moved in a circle of ecclesiastics with whom the Emperor was 
in the habit of discussing theology, although they did not have an official 
function at the court. 

Beyond Constantinople and the court Romanos also had connections 
with the Latins, who during this period were more numerous in the 
capital than is usually accepted. lUI With these Westerners and above all 
with the Emperor himself the poet shared respect for Peter's See in 
Rome. 129 Romanos belonged to a generation which had experienced 
much, 'the killing and destruction of the Nika revolt [532], the spec-

123. ]. Grosdidier, Romanos /e Me/ode (1977), 254. 
124. Hymn. 50: SC 283, 209-267 with introduction. 
125. Hymtl . 3: SC 99, 129-165 with introduction; see as well Ephraem's bymn in S. I. Mer­

cati, S. Bplmum Syrl opera I, 43-83; also in PG 56, 537-541 (Ps. Chrysostom); SC 99, 132-133. 
126. W. L. Petersen, Tire Dia/maron and Bplrrem Syms as Sources of Romanos tIre Me/odist = 

CSCO 475, S"bs. 74; idem, 'The Dependence of R manas the Mclodisc upon the Syciac Ephrem: 
ItS Importance for the Origin. of the Konta~ioo', VlgG 39 (1985), 171-87. 

127. W. L. Petersen, op. cil. , 200. 
128. Cf. Averil Cameron, 'The Theotokos in Sixth-Century Constantinople', JTS 29 

(1978) = eadem, GOllllrrulty and GIl/mgt, no. XVI, 83. According to M. Salamon, 'Priscianus und 
rein Schnlerkreis', Phil%glls 123 (1979), 91-6. in the first half of the sixth century in Constan­
tinople a group of L3tin speakers, mostly of noble origin, rallied around Priseian, who stemmed 
from the West. 

129. Cf. J. Grosdidier, introduction to Hymn. 47, in SC 283, 63-75, esp. from 73, where 
the various opportunities for contact, but also the friction (Vigilius), are discussed. 
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tacular success and reversals of Justinian's wars, that had seen the new 
Hagia Sophia built and then collapsing, that had experienced the trauma 
of plague and earthquake ... '130 He acknowledged also, however, the 
Emperor's encroachments on the Imperial Church as these were 
presented, for example, in forced baptisms. In these he saw a 'coercion 
to freedom' of which he approved, because it annihilated the endanger­
ment of salvation which was present with the impending end. 131 

Do we have any concrete allusions to the major christological 
texts of Justinian? According to P. Maas, the fourth hymn of the 
resurrection 132 is inspired in certain strophes by the decree of faith of 
551.133 This opinion is endorsed by J. Grosdidier. In strophe 1 Romanos 
invokes the 'mysterium of the oikonomia', 134 which is 'unutterable and 
inconceivable';135 we should 'know (Christ) clearly as from both in 
unmingledness';l36 for 'he remained what he was and became what 
he was not';137 'he was God in truth, and a human being not only 
according to appearance, one and the same took suffering on himself 
in the oikonomia' .138 Of the further allusions to the Emperor's edict of 
faith and other documents 139 in this hymn we shall highlight only 
strophe 4, which seems to betray a special closeness to the formulas most 
used at that time: 

130. Averil Cameron, art. cit., 107; on Romanos as 'an established poet' see E. Topping, 'The 
Apostle Peter, Justinian and Romanos the Melodos', Byzantine and Modem Greek Studies 2 (1976), 
1-15. 

131. Roman. Melod., Hymn. ad Neoph. 52, 14: SC 283, 360-361: 'Peut-etre aussi est-ce par 
crainte des lois aujourd'hui en vigueur que tu t'es approcM du bapteme et que tu es devenu 
ce que tu es devenu, intimide par Ie temps present. Et que t'arrivera-t-il quand viendra Ie temps 
du Jugement (ho kairos tes kriseos), et que tout sera den once, et que notre Resurrection retribuera 
tous les hommes?' On this see J. Grosdidier, Romanos Ie Melode (1977), 282: 'Ce qui signifie: 
la contrainte presente n'est rien par rapport au risque qu'elle epargne au neophyte.' 

132. Roman. Melod., Hymn. 43: SC 128, 485-541 (with introduction). 
133. Cf. P. Maas, 'Die Chronologie der Hymnen des Romanos', ByzZ 15 (1906) (1-44), 

16-18; J. Grosdidier, Romanos Ie Melode (1977), 179. 
134. Roman. Melod., Hymn. 43, 1: SC 128, 502; where Grosdidier refers to Justinian emp., 

Conf. Jul.: Schwartz, pp.88,28 and 92,22: ,0 .", 8e(a, OIKOVO/l(a, /lVt1T1/PIOV. 
135. Cf. Schwartz, p. 76,16: dpptf'rw, dt/Jpd(J'l'w, dKa,aJ.tfn,w,. 
136. Roman. Melod., Hymn. 43, 1: SC 128, p. 502,4: e1c; A~ a.,.,t/Joiv dt1v)'X1I'l'w,; cf. 

Justinian emp., Conf. fid.: Schwartz, p. 84,23. The text is from Cyril Alex., Commentary on 
Leviticus (CPG 5201): PG 69, 576. 

137. Justinian emp., c. Orig.: according to Mansi IX, 500B; idem, Conf. fid.: Schwartz, 
p. 76,3; see the details in SC 128, 503, n. 5. 

138. Justinian emp., Omf. Jul.: Schwartz, p.88,20-21, attributes the teaching of 'Christ's 
humanity as appearance' to Apollinarius and Eutyches; the edict says in addition: 'Being true 
God he became truly a human being': Schwartz, p.76,7. 

139. J. Grosdidier, in the apparatus of the text and translation of the Hymn. 43: SC 128, 504ff. 
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When your faith, 0 human being, is this: the Logos from God the Father was crucified 
bodily, you do not err at all; for the unity of the natures is not divided ... 140 

The opinion that Romanos composed a hymn in which the Second 
Council of Constantinople is mentioned and even defended is not to be 
accepted. The hymn in question is The Kerygma of the Apostles, the 
quality of which is certainly noteworthy, but it is claimed that it cannot 
stem from Romanos.141 In strophe 10 the poet uses the image of the 
human being's five senses for the five councils between 325 and 553, 
as earlier the four councils were compared to the four gospels.142 

(c) The conciliar terminology and problematic in Romanos Melodos 
Only a few places can be found in which Romanos refers to the history 
of christology. He distances himself from the expression 'Christ, mere 
human being' (psilos anthropos), and emphasizes 'not split into two' .143 
The poet hardly investigates the technical language of the councils, and 
when he does it is mostly in the theologia. that is, in the proclamation 
of the Trinity. 144 

In the teaching of the oikonomia Paul of Samosata and above all 
Apollinarius (doctrine of the heavenly human being, the assumption of 
the sarx without a human soul, even of a mock body)145 are addressed. 

140. SC 128, p.506,7-9: ... OaTe yap tSlalpeiTal rt TWV ~vrJe(Ov ~V6T"', In the apparatus 
(n. 1) Grosdidier cites from Justinian emp., Conf. Jul.: Schwartz, p. 86,30: tSrJo ~vrJe(Ov iV(orJlv 
Uyo/Jev Kal /J{av vn6f1'rarJlv. Cf. Ibid., p.74,22-24. Together with P. Maas, however, 
Grosdidier considers the verse of 'Romanos' just cited as a later insertion. In the extant texts 
we do not find explicitly in Romanos himself the whole formula of the 'unity of the hypostasis 
in the duality of the natures'. For the use of the word physis for Christ's humanity one can 
perhaps refer to Hymn. 37, 17: SC 128, 254-255: 'Christ is invincible in a vanquished nature'. 
Here, however, physis denotes being human as such, not so much Christ's individual human 
nature. 

141. J. Grosdidier, Romanos Ie Melode (1977), 209-12, esp. 211; text (Greek), 210 (French): 
'A cause de tout cela, la grke, rassemblant aux temps qu'elle a choisis les cinq conclles des Peres 
en nombre egal ~ nos sens, a rendu claire pour eux la connaissance de la verite.' 

142. Cf. CCT 11/1 336 with n. 49. In the Western fight against the Fifth Council people 
had recourse to this image; d. A. Grillmeier, in Chalkedon II, 815 (on Isidore of Seville). 

143. Roman. Melod., Hymn. 36 on the passion, 19: SC 128, 226. 
144. See J. Grosdidier, Romanos Ie Melode (1977), 264-71. In Hymn. 20 (on the leper) 

Romanos distinguishes between prosopon-hypostasis and ousia in the Trinity: SC 110, 378. 
Grosdidier indicates a possible reference to the tritheists. However, he finds the use of Basil 
Caes., Hom. 24: PG 31, 605B as a source more probable. In the same Hymn. 20 is also found 
the formula 'one of the Trinity', which is so often employed by Justinian, but here occurs without 
addition. 

145. Cf. Hymn. 14, 12 (Hypapante): SC 110, 188-190 (sa", apsychos - empsychos); J. 
Grosdidier, Romanos Ie Melode (1977), 333: Index s.v. Apollinaire de Laodicee. 
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It is striking how little reference there is to Nestorius 146 and Severus of 
Antioch. In the inauthentic hymn The Kerygma of the Apostles, the Synod 
of Constantinople (536) with its condemnation of the Patriarch as 'the 
enemy of orthodox faith' is mentioned. 147 In spite of his apologetic 
stance Romanos hardly looks into the christological heresies of the 
pre- and post-Chalcedonian period. 

3. The concrete picture of Christ in Romanos Melodos 

According to the logical and systematic division in the Oxford edition 
of the hymns, Romanos composed thirty-four hymns to the 'person of 
Christ'.l48 However, it is not so much a question of the person of Jesus 
in the &amework of a two-natures teaching, as of the history of Jesus 
in the mysteries of his life, as they were celebrated in the Byzantine 
church year. 149 They are depicted more or less dramatically. 

These mysteries of the life and deeds of Jesus begin with the proclamation of his birth 
(Hymn. 9: SC 110; on 25 March). Jesus' infancy is sung in six hymns (10-15: SC 110). 
Hymn. 10 for the feast of 25 December (SC 110) was very famous; it was sung at the imperial 
table and had been composed as early as 518. Hymn. 14 (SC 110) was composed for 2 February 
(the feast of the hypapante) and belonged to the most popular of Romanos' hymns. ISO The 
depiction of 'Christ's ministerium', or of his public life, begins with the hymns for the feast of 
Epiphany on 6 January and its sequel on 7 January (Hymn. 16 and 17: SC 110), in which Christ's 
baptism is celebrated with recourse to the Gospel of the Ebionites and with the depiction of 
the turning back of the waters of the Jordan and the appearance of a heavenly light. lSI The 
arrival of the Magi is already incorporated in detail in Hymn. 10 for the feast of Christmas 
(Hymn. 10: SC 110, 50-76).152 The hymn about the marriage at Cana (Hymn. 18: SC 110) 
opens a series of six poems which deal with Christ's miracles and which are spread over the 

146. On Nestorius see op. cit., Index, p. 336. To what extent the Theotokos title in Romanos 
is also anti-Nestorian cannot be determined. Here he will have held on to the love of the Byzan­
tines for the Theotokos. See Averil Cameron, art. cit.; d. J. Grosdidier, Romanos Ie Melode (1977), 
174-5. According to Grosdidier, the famous Akathistos-Hymnus was originally composed to 
celebrate the old feast of 26 December in honour of the Theotokos. See op. cit., 34-5. 

147. Cf. J. Grosdidier, Romanos Ie Melode (1977), 209-11. 
148. P. Maas/C. A. Trypanis, San,ti Romani Melod; Cantica, vol. I: Cantica genuina (Oxford, 

1963), nos. 1~34. See the overview in J. Grosdidier, Romanos Ie Melode (1977), 330-1. 
149. On the kontakia of Romanos and the liturgical calendar of the Greek Church see 

J. Grosdidier, Romanos Ie Melode (1977), 74-93. On the Byzantine Church year and calendar 
of feasts see N. Nilles, Kalendarium Manuale utriusque Ecclesiae Orientalis et Occidentalis 
T. I (Innsbruck, 1879): calendar 2-25; further information in T. II (Innsbruck, 1881). 

150. On this see J. Grosdidier, SC 110, 164: ' ... un interminable discours theologique ou 
sont <Mfinies la dualite des natures du Christ et leur union, OU est dresse Ie repertoire des heresies 
qui sont commises a ce sujet'. The expression 'two natures', however, does not occur. The topic 
is the real divinity and humanity of Jesus, in non-technical language. 

151. See SC 110, 271, n. 2. 
152. Christ's circumcision on 1 January, as far as I can see, is not dealt with in any of the 

hymns edited in the SC. Nor do we find a hymn on Christ's transfiguration (6 August). 
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period between the second week after Baster and tbe Wednescby before Pentecost. In the hymn 
about Ca"a (strophe 8) the poet allows Mary herself to praise tbe virgin birth of Cbrist as 
the greatest of aU miracles (SC 110, 308-309). Indeed he :illude! to the infancy gospels. Por 
him it is a proof of Christ's divinity. all i5 stressed in l1lllIly verses. It is dear that mru:iologically 
the dignity of Ma[)"s virginity was highlighted more tban her title of Tlrtolokos. which never­
theless from 431 played a great role in Constantinople and did so again at the end of the 
sixth century .153 

Christ's passion is interpreted in .five hymns for Holy Week (for Palm Sunday, Hymu. 32; 
the w~shing of the feet and the betrayal of Judas, Hym". 33: Peter's denial. fly""" 34; Mary's 
dialogue wlth the etoss, Hrmll . 35; Christ's trial. Hymll. 36: all in SC 128). For the suffering, 
death and resurrection, J. Grosdidier distinguished twO tYP~1 of description of redemption: 
(a) with 3 more historical stance, with an eye to the earthly Jesus of the gospe.!s or of the earthly 
Jerusalem, and (b) with an nction which takes place in the upper (heOIvenly) world (thus in the 
hymn for the adoration of the cross (Hymn. 39: SC 128]), or in the netherworld (Hades). 
Hymn. 35 represents a middle form (SC 128, 143-144). Christ', de cent ioto the netberworld 
becomes a fg,vouritc theme of Romanos (Hymn. 37: SC 128)y .. t He develops a far-reaching 
~oteriology, with special emphasis on the rOle of the demon in hwmn history, within which 
the Jewish people have a 'Very ncg:.tive share (d. Hym". 36 and 38) (Grosdidier in SC 128, 
236-238). ISS 

The theme of Easter begins already with Hymn. 37 on the powers of the netherworld, and 
is then expressed in the hymn about the triumph of the cross (Hymn, 38: SC 128) and the 
adoration (veneration) of the cross (Hymn. 39: SC 128); six hymns on the resurrection form 
a block on its own (Hymll, 40--45: SC 128; Hymll. 45 h s the title: Th ten drachmas). To these 
also, howevtl, belong Hylllll, 46 (appearance before Thomas) and 4·7 (sending of the apostles). 
The series closes with Hym". 48 (ascension) and 49 (pentecost) (aU in SC 283). Hymn. 50 
(last judgement) (SC 283) describes the end of the histo[), of salvation. 

If we attempt to argue from the dramatically depicted event to 
Romanos' conception of Christ's being, notwithstanding his realistic 
understanding 156 of the happening, he still retains a christology 'from 
above'. He is not a Severan, but for him the whole intellectual movement 
in Christ's humanity has its origin in the Logos, It is there that the 
free decision to suffer occurs: 'In your voluntary death we have found 

153. See Averil Cameron, arl. cit. 
154. 00 the various depictions of the descent seeJ. Grosdidier, in SC 128, 566-567 (on Hymn. 

45). The theory of the contest in Hades (agon) and of Satan's jurisdiction are intended to reinforce 
the definitive liberation of the human being from the power of the netherworld. 

155. According to J. Grosdidier (SC 128, 270-276), one finds in Hrmn. 38 similar themes (with 
regard to the descent into Hades) to those in Ps. Eusebius of Alexandria in four of his homilies 
(CPG 5522-5524,5526). On this anonymous author at the end of the fifth ceoturyor the oeginn7 
ing of the sixth d. S. J. Voicu, art. 'Eusebio di Ales5andria', in DPAC I (1983), 1284-5. 

156. For example, the statement that Christ ascended into heaven in the body and not in 
the divinity is important: Hymn, 48 in ASWI1., 9: SC 283, 154-155. What ascendccl above was 
the '£\esh', 'the visible body'. The divinity filled everything; in it there was no movement. 
Romanos acknowledges the twofold homoousios in Christ: Hymn. 43, 1: SC 128, p.502, 
3-4. 
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immortal life, all-powerful, sole God of the universe. '157 This free 
acceptance of suffering is a favourite theme of Romanos, however 
he understands it. lS8 Christ's suffering is true suffering, as is expressed 
particularly in Hymn. 35 (Mary at the cross).159 In this the poet 
develops his soteriology, which is intended to give an answer to the 
question Cur deus homo? The question: 'Would God have been able to 
save Adam without Christ's suffering and death?' occupies him in 
fourteen poems. 160 He takes seriously Christ's kenosis, or, expressed in 
Chrysostom's terms, the uVYKar:dpauu;, God's condescension to 
US. 161 Nevertheless Romanos systematically avoids speaking of Christ's 
humanity. The accent is always on the divinity. It is not only Christ's 
divinity, but also the Christus triumphans (against the hellish powers) that 
is in the forefront. For this reason there is also a heavy emphasis on the 
miraculous in the life of Jesus. 162 For him it is the pantocrator who 
freely accepted humiliation and overcame it completely. 163 This way of 
considering Christ on the basis of his divinity, which, it is clear, alone 
receives the denotation physis, is genuinely Cyrillian, even though Cyril 
himself or his mia-physis formula are not even mentioned. 164 

157. Rorrun. Melod., Hymn. 43, passim: SC 128, p. 500,1. It was the Trinity which decided 
that the incarnation should take place. Thus J. Grosdidier, R.omnnos It MiioM (1977). 264-5. 
RomaDos strongly insists on this. He combines the th~ologia very closely with the oikollomln. 
lt sounds strange when he says in Hymn. 35, 14 (Mary at lhe ccns!): SC 128, 181; 'c'~ta!t des 
I'oogine mon decret et cdui de mon P~re, et mon Esprit n'a pas refuse que jc me fasse homme 
et que je souffre pour celui qui a failli'. One can dispute the translation of J. Grosdidier. See 
loc. cit., n.3. 

158. Cf. Roman. Melod., Hymn. 47, 19 (the sending of the apostles); SC 283, 115, with 
n. 2; J. Grosdidier, Romanos Ie Milode (1977), 272-3. If the Son of God wanted to become flesh, 
it was in order to be able to die for human beings. It is, however, the 'death of God'. 

159. SC 128, 160-186. 
160. Cf. J. Grosdidier, Romanos Ie Melode (1977), 273. Grosdidier investigates the soteriology 

of the Melodos in considerable detail. Cf. loc. cit., 271-7. 
161. J. Grosdidier, Romanos Ie Melode (1977), 273; cf. on Hymn. 20: SC 110, 357. 
162. J. Grosdidier, Romanos Ie Melode (1977), 268-70. 
163. J . Grosdidier, on Hymll. 20: SC 110, 357. 
164. Romanos is probably to be considered a neo·Chalcedonian. in the same sense. as Emperor 

Justinian. 1n comparison to him one cannot discern the effort to incorporate more of Cyrillian 
language. The Emperor carried out this p~ocess for him. But more than Justinian he highlights 
Christ's divinity almost in an Alexandrian Imnner. Tne stressing of Mary's virginity or Jesus' 
birth and of the ruiraculou$ in Je.~us' life in general-Iemiods one of u:ontius of Jerusalem. Was 
Romanos close to the aphthartics with whom Leontius of Byzantium did battle? 
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SUMMARY 

Without a doubt Romanos Melodos offers an impressive supplement to 
the reflective christology of the theologians and Justinian's politico­
religious decrees. He is the mediator between on the one side the more 
critical theological discussion based on concepts and formulas, and the 
celebration of the Church and its people in the Byzantine liturgy on 
the other, which had its centre in the Hagia Sophia;165 but he is also 
the great comforter of all levels of the Imperia! City in their great trials, 
especially since the Nika revolt of 532. Romanos supports a sacraliza.tion 
of everyday life and offers texts for all occasions. 1M Daily life has a 
series of liturgical acts which accompany the individual hours of the day. 
The great feasts of the church's year were centred on Christ's person 
and his work of redemption. 167 

Just how closely membership of the state and the Church were related 
IS expressed by G. Downey as follows: 

To be a member of the orthodox Church was to be a citizen of the empire, and to be a 
citizen was to be a Christian; and so the participation in the Church's most important service 
of worship was at the same time an expression of social and political community.l68 

Poetry and music in the liturgy filled the eyes and ears of the Christian 
with a 'physical radiance';169 to this Romanos Melodos made a signifi­
cant contribution. The fine arts, which in the Hagia Sophia had created 
their greatest work to venerate Christ, the divine Wisdom. became in 
Constantinople the splendid expression of the content of faith. Here 
unfortunately we cannot make even the slightest attempt to sense this 
experience of faith from religious art by the Byzantines, in either its 

165. See H.·J . Schulz, Dlr bYZQrllill/$c/le L1l1lrgic. Glllilbellszeugnis IlIId Symbolgesralt (Trier, 
~1980), esp. 45-55; the liturgy of Constantinople in the period of the struggle against 
Monophysltism; 57-90: the liturgy of the Justinianic period and its interpretation by Maximus 
Confessor. See too G. Downey, COIISllltlIIIIOpl!. lIt lire Age ojJustillill1l (Oklahoma Press, 31980), 
esp. V: The Emperor as Builder: St . Sophi~. 92-113; VI: Empire and Body of Christ: Tho Divine 
Liturgy, 114-35. 

166. Cf. G. Downey, COlIslnllll,loplt, VI, 114: 'In the age of Justinilln, every step of human 
life was blessed. strengthened, and aided by the Church', referring to the sacramental life and 
the many sacramentals. with which 'the believer's mundane afflliu' too were endowed. 

167. Ibid., 114-15. 
168. Ibid., 117-18. On the liturgy of Chrysostom see ibid., 118. Downey, 120. rightly 

comments: 'The Divine Liturgy was the same everywhere. The same words. whether in Greek. 
Syriac or Coptic, would be said or sung in the humblest village in Syria or Egypt, and in St 
Sophia.' The course of the liturgical day is described on 122-35. 

169. Ibid., 121. 
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possibilities or its realities. It must suffice to refer to some points of access 
which can introduce one to this spiritual world. 170 

The sacralization of private and public life in Byzantium is still not 
at its zenith. Even Emperor Justinian could be exceeded in this.171 

170. See H. Hunger. Reltlr d~ neuell Mille (Graz. Vienna. Cologne. 1965). IlI.5: The fine 
arts as an expreuioo of the Christian world·view. 202-28. S. Runciman. Kunst und Kultur in 
Byzllnz. Bill Obtl'bllck (Munich. 1978). esp. 46-82 (00 the sixth century); A. Effenberger. 
Frilhchrist/idre Kunst und Kullur. Von tim Arrjatrgen bis ZIIIII 1. Jllhrhundm (Leipzig. 1986). 
esp.285-310 (Constantinople and the art of the East). 

171. Cf. the increase of religious symbolism under Justinian's successor and the development 
of a theocratic system; see above on Justin II; Averil Cameron, Ilrl. cit. 
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Aspar, Flavius Ardaburius 116, 131, 202 
Asterius 283 
Athanasius of Alexandria 6-7, 21, 38, 59, 61-2, 

64-7, 72, 76, lOS, 107, 154, 170, 191 
Athanasius II of Alexandria 258, 268, 279, 283 
Athanasius of Antioch 45 
Atticus of CP 65-6, 72 
Atticus, presb. 116 
Attila 152 
Augustine 54-5, 57, 62, 79, 81, 121, 157, 162, 

170, 173, 175, 177-87, 189, 290, 297 

Babai the Great 72, BO 
Babgen, Katholikos 80 
Baradatus (Baradotus), monk 46, 196, 199, 205, 
225~ 

Bardesanes of Edessa 46, 175-6 
Barhadbelabba of 'Arbaia 37, 49, 80 
Barhebraeus (= Gregorius Abu-I-Farag) 31, 270 
Bar~auma (Barsumas) of Nisibis 25, BO, 271, 

282 
Barsawma, archimandrite 44-5 
Basil of Antioch 116, 132, 192, 199, 221, 228-9 
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Basil of Caesarea 52, 55, 58, 61-2, 64--6, 69, 72, 
170, 227 

Basil Cilix 36, 37 
Basil of Seleucia 210, 213-14, 225, 230-3 
Basiliscus, Emperor 28, 34, 141, 23&-7, 241-8, 250, 

254, 259, 274, 276-7 
Belisarius 14 
Benedict of Aniane 199 
Benjamin 1 of Alexandria 43 
Beu 41 
Blandus, presb. 325 

Caesarius of Aries 313 
Calandion of Antioch 247, 250, 258, 289, 293 
Cailinicus 38 
Carosus 105 
Cassiodorus 33, 35, 195, 199 
Celestine (= Caelestinus) I, Pope 62, 96, 97, 219, 

242, 307 
Chaeremon, apocris. 280, 283 
Cicero 144 
Clement of Rome 64, 133 
Clemmtinus, patricius 279 
Conon 70 
Constantine I, Emperor 95, 111, 140-1, 143, 

20&-11, 239 
Constantine, bp. 275-6 
Constantine of Seleucia 271, 280 
Coriuo 49 
Cosmas Indicopleustes 180 
Cosmas of Qumnesrin 279 
Cyprian 66, 133, 290, 292 
Cyril of Alexandria 20, 52-9, 61-7, 69-71, 75-6, 

96-7, 105-7, 149, 154, 161-3, 168, 170, 172, 
193, 198, 214-15, 219, 231-2, 239, 242, 253, 
255, 271-2, 274-5, 279, 282, 285-6, 302, 315, 
322, 326, 329, 331 

Cyril of Jerusalem 66, 121 
Cyril of Scythopolis 43, 98-100, 262, 265, 267-8, 

336 
Cyril, Sleepless monk 261 
Cyrus of Edessa 327 
Cyrus of Hierapolis 271 

Damasus, Pope 72, 113 
Daniel bar Maryam 37 
Daniel of Scete 42 
Daniel, stylite 47, 243-4, 268 
David 83 
Deuterius 181 
Diadochus of Photike 55, 233-4 
Didymus 55, 62, 81, 162 
Diocletian 17&-7, 182 
Diodore of Tarsus 59, 79, 27(}-1, 279, 282, 285, 

287, 329 
Diomedes 197 
Dionysius the Areopagite 18 
Dionysius Exiguus 24, 57 

Dionysius of Tarsus 281 
Dionysius of Tell M~re 37 
Dioscorus I of Alexandria 41-2, 59, 62, 66, 70, 

8(}-1, 99-100, lOS, 107, 111-12, 117, 119, 124, 
127, 135, 147-8, 172, 190, 210, 230, 232, 239, 
242, 248, 289, 294-5, 307, 310, 312, 324, 326, 
331 

Dioscorus II of Alexandria 280 
Dioscorus, apocris. 279, 283 
Dioscorus, deacon 325-6 
Domitianus, bp 117 
Domnus of Antioch 105 
Dorotheus of Thessalonica 311 
Dorotbeus of Tyros 221 
Dorotheus (writer) 54 
Dulcitius 125 

Ebedjesus of Nisibis 32, 37 
Elchasai 177 
Elias of Jerusalem 262, 266-7, 271, 274-5, 277, 

279, 285, 311 
Elias, philosopber 83 
Ennodius 143 
Ephraem (of Amida) of Antioch 57-8, 60, 62, 84, 

198, 328, 330 
Ephraem the Syrian 65, 185, 189, 192 
Epiphanius of CP 325, 332 
Epiphanius of Magydon 274 
Bpiphanius of Perge 203,206,21&-18,229-30, 274, 

333-5 
Epiphanius of Salamis 63-4, 66, 79, 81, 174-5 
Epiphanius of Tyre 262, 282, 285 
Bpiphanius of Vivarium, monk 26, 35, 195 
Brechthius of Antioch 65, 70 
Eucherius 270 
Budocia, Empress 100 
Eudoxius of Choma 210 
Eugenius 70 
Eugenius of Ancyra, deacon 52 
Bugenius of Nicopolis 233 
Bugippius 54 
Buippus, bp 220, 223 
Bulogius of Alexandria 58, 68, 73, 87, 198-9 
Buphemia, Empress 318 
Euphemia, saint 47, 49, 279, 281 
Buphemius of CP 263-6, 294, 297, 321, 324-5 
Euphrasius of Antioch 328 
Eusebius of Caesarea 30-1,34,37,111, 140-1, 143, 

206, 208 
Busebius of Dorylaion 97, 99 
Eusebius of Emesa 65 
Bustathius of Antioch 55 
Eustatbius of Berytus 99, 232 
Bustathius of Bpiphania 34 
Eutherius of Tyana 27(}-1 
Buthymius, monk 100, 261 
Euthymius Zigabenus 86 
Eutyches 3, 53, 63, 79-81, 95-108, 110, 117, 119, 
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Eutyches (COllI) 121-4, 135, 137, 147-50, 152-3, 
15~, 158, 161, 170, 172-3, 180, 19G-4, 213, 
215, 230, 234, 239, 244, 248, 253-5, 260, 264, 
267, 272, 276, 281, 285, 287, 289, 291, 294--6, 
298, 301, 303, 309-10, 312, 314, 329, 331-2, 
33~ 

Eutychius of Alexandria 31 
Eutychius of CP 85 
Euxitheus of Thessalonica 116. 192 
Evagriul of Pontus 61, 81 
Evagrius of Samolata 273 
Evagrius Scholasticus 28, 34--6, 100, 195-9, 237-8, 

240-2,244,248,251-2,257,263,271,274,311, 
314, 318 

Eznilt of Kolb 80 

Facundus of Hermiane 63, 168, 227, 252. 257 
Faustus of Byzantium 33 
Faustus, Manichaean 175, 179, 182-4, 189 
Faustus, papal emissary 295 
Felix I, Pope 59, 106, 191 
Felix III (II), Pope 247-9, 251. 200-1. 263, 265-7, 

289-93, 297, 307, 314 
Felix, deacon 325 
Felix, Manichaean 175, 182-3. 186 
Festus. Patricius 267, 308 
Flavian I of Antioch 266, 269-72 
Flavian II of Antioch 274-5. 277, 279-82, 285, 308-9 
Flavian, Patriarch of CP 57, 94. 96, 99, 11~11, 

119,121,124,149,156,161,166,190,210,214, 
217, 229, 232-3, 299, 302 

Fortunatus, Manichaean 175, 182, 231 
Fravitta of CP 260. 263-4, 297, 325 

Gelasius I, Pope 27, 53-4, 65, 136, 245-9, 251, 265, 
267, 288, 290 

Geiasiul 72 
Gelasius of Caesarea 66 
Geminianus, bp 117 
Gennadius of CP 166--70, 172, 244 
George of Anas 73 
George, monk ~1 
Germanus I of CP 81 
Germanus, bp 325 
Giwargi, Catholikos 72 
Gratian, Emperor 207 
Gregory I, Pope 12-13, 24, 68 
Gregory VII, Pope 293 
Gregory the Illuminator 37 
Gregory Nazianzen 55, 57-8, 62. 64-5. 69, 72-3, 

76, 129, 170. 303 
Gregory of Nyssa 61-2, 65-7, 72, 76, 86 
Gregory Thaumaturgus 59, 66, 191 
Gregory of Tours 35, 177 

Henana 25, 49. 72, 86 
~enanisho, monk 71 
l;Ienani,o II 25 

Heraclius, Emperor 43 
HUarus 125, 289, 291 
HUary 55, 161, 170 
Hincmar of Reims 24 
Hippocrates 273, 280, 282-3 
Hippolytus 30, 64, 70, 75, 79, 133-4 
Honorius. Emperor 141 
Honorius, Pope 73-4 
Hormisdas, Pope 14, 26-7, 57, 288, 31~16, 322-7, 

329-32 
Hypatius 263 

Ibas of Edessa 62, 80, 99, 135, 270-1, 287, 329 
Ignatius of Antioch 64, 66-7 
Ignatius, deacon 30 
Illus 247 
loannes Bar Kursos 45 
Irenaeus of Caesarea 201 
Irenaeus of Lyon 66--7, 70, 79. 153 
Irenaeus of Tyre 271 
Isaias of Gaza (Seet.1) 44 
Isidore of Pelulium 58, 133 
Isidore of Seville 33 
iso'dnih of Basra 48 
Iso'sawran 49 
Iso'yaw III, Catholikos 49 

Jacob Baradaeus 36, 45, 330 
Jacob of Edessa 31, 86 
Jacob, monk 46, 198 
Jacob of Sarug/Serugh 239, 282, 285-7 
Jerome 38, 162 
Johanan Bar Kurlos Stt John Bar Kursos 
John I of Antioch 271 
John I, Pope 57 
John I Talaia of Alexandria 54, 247, 258. 289 
John II of CP 31S-20, 322~ 
John II (I) Hemula/Muia of Alexandria 258, 268, 

279, 283, 309 
John III of Jerusalem 262 
John of Aigai 270 
John of Antioch, chronicler 247 
John Ascotzanges 68 
John (Jo~anan) Bar Kurso! (of Tella) 45 
John bar Penkiye 32 
John of Betb-Aphthonia 45, 55 
John of Beth Rufina 105 
John of Biclar, abbot 37 
John, bp 325 
John Chrysostom 55, 62, 64-7, 72, 7~, 170 
John of Claudiopolis 276 
John Codonatus 247, 249 
John Damascene 13-16, 76-7. 81-2, 84-6 
John Diacrinomenos 34, 36, 266, 283 
John tkcurio 105 
John of Ephesus 31. 36-7, 46. 68-9, 262, 284-5 
John Gazophylax 54 
John the Grammarian of Caesarea 56, 58, 60, 86 
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John of Hephaistupolis 330 
John Madabar of Nikiu 33 
John Malalas 30, 34 
John Maro 75 
John the Mayragomier 79 
John, monk, 326 
John Moschus 43, 47 
John of Nikiu 33, 36 
John of Nikiu (of Alexandria) 245-6, 265-6, 268, 

275, 279, 282-4 
John Philoponus 68-70, 336 
John Rufus 36, 42, 44, 255, 259 
John of Tomi 27 
John Zonaras »-1 
Jordanes 35 
Joshua the stylite 247 
Julian of Cius 26, 116, 118-19, 124, 132, 136, 139, 

148, 151-2, 17G-l, 192, 210, 219-20 
Julian of Halic:amassus 58, 66-7, 69, 71, 327, 336 
Julius 125 
Julius Africanus 30 
Julius, Pope 59, 64, 67, 106, 191 
Justin I, Emperor 14, 273, 318, 322-8, 330, 332 
Justin II, Emperor 30 
Justin 75 
Justinian I, Emperor 14, 16, 27-8, »-1, 34-6, 42, 

57, 60, 61-3, 72, 80, 141, 145, 238, 323-4, 
327-9, 332, 334 

Justinian II, Emperor 33 
Juvenal, Patt. of Jerusalem 98-100, 103-5, 113-16, 

129, 152, 201 

Laurentius 308 
Lazar of Pharp (= Agathangelus) 33 
Leo I, Emperor 26, 34, 53, 93, 115-17, 122, 131-2, 

136-7, 139, 143-9, 164, 192, 195-208, 210, 
212, 217, 230, 232, 235, 236, 238, 244-6, 331, 
333 

Leo I, Pope 7,26,53,55,57,62,70,79,94,96-7, 
99-100, 103-5, 11G-14, 115-94, 195-8, 202, 
205-6, 211-12, 214-18, 221, 229-30, 233, 
237-8, 245-6, 248, 251, 254-5, 257-8, 264, 
27G-l, 273, 275, 277, 279-83, 286-9, 298-300, 
302,304,307,309,312,318,320,322,324,329, 
332 

Leo II, Emperor 236 
Leo III, Pope 81 
Leontius of Byzantium 16, 18, 58-61, 62, 67, 69, 

75, 77, 80, 86, 199 
Leontius of Dalisandos 247 
Leontius of Jerusalem 60 
Leontius of Neapolis 45 
Liberatus of Carthago, deacon 26, 202, 212, 252, 

258, 278, 289 
Lucensius 119 
Lucian 111, 119 
Lucifer of Cagliari 142 
Luke of Dyrrhachium 116 

Macarius 98 
Macarius of TkOu 42 
Macedonius 81, 173, 191 
Macedonius of CP 266-70, 274-5, 278, 282, 32G-l, 

324-5 
Manes 46, 62, 79-81, 172-7, 179-89, 191-4, 288, 

294, 299, 331 
Marcellinus Comes 212, 279, 310, 314 
Marcellus of Ancyra 52, 62, 72, 255 
Marcian, Emperor 93-115, 118-21, 124-6, 129-30, 

134, 139, 146, 148, 152, 157, 192, 198, 209-10, 
226, 254, 326 

Marcian, monk 250 
Marcion 46, 79-81, 173, 181, 193, 294, 299 
Miri ben Sulayman 48 
Marianus of Dalmata 283 
Marius, bp of Avenches 33 
Marius Mercator 27 
Mark the monk 172 
Martin I, Pope 24, 51 
Martyrius of Jerusalem 250, 258, 286 
Mastoc' 49 
Maxentius 56-7, 198 
Maximus of Antioch 26, 128-30, 145 
Maximus Confessor 10, 13-14, 17, 49, 73-6, 85, 

301, 305, 336 
Maximus (Cynic) 239 
Melito of Sardis 64 
Menander 30 
Menas of CP 28, 283, 323 
Mesrop 49 
Methodius 64 
Michael Bad(h)oqi 86 
Michael Malpana 71 
Michael Syr. 31, 36-7, 48, 68, 242, 245-6, 270 
Misenus 260 
Moses Khorenats'i 38 
Mliha Zhi 32 
Mus~nius 282 

Narsai 37 
Narses 14 
Nemesius of Emesa 76 
Nephalius of Alexandria 55-6, 26G-l, 274 
Nestorius 3,34, 52, 54, 59, 62, 79-81, 96-7, 106, 

119, 122, 130, ISO, 153, 160, 170, 173, 198, 
214-15,238-40,244,253-4,267, 27G-l, 275-6, 
278, 281, 285-7, 291, 294, 298, 307, 312, 314, 
321, 324, 329, 331 

Nicephorus I of CP 30, SO, 60, 81 
Nicephorus Callistus Xanthopulus 35, 237, 244, 

252, 266-7 
Noetus 79 

Oecumenius 280 
Origen 28, 55, 61, 81, 154, 192 

Pachomius 41 
Palladius of Antioch 267, 308 



536 CHRIST IN CHRISTIAN TRADITION 

Palladius (Hist. Law.) 41, 46 
Palladius, prefect 96-7, 106, 108 
Pamphilus the theologian 60 
Pamprepius 247 
Paschasinus 113, 126 
Patricius 311 
Patricius, deacon of CP 117 
Patricius, mag. mil. 276, 278 
Patricius, mag. off. 237 
Paul II of Antioch 327 
Paul of Callinice 67 
Paul of Emesa 58 
Paul of Ephesus 242, 246, 248-9 
Paul of Paulus 201 
Paul, Patr. 47 
Paul of Samosata 59, 62, 66, 80, 255, 294 
Paul, sophist 237 
Pelagius II, Pope 24 
Pelagius, deacon 63, 168 
Peter I of Alexandria 61, 66 
Peter III Mongus of Alexandria 28, 55, 237, 243, 

246-9, 256, 258-60, 263-4, 279, 283, 289-90, 
294-6, 307, 309-10, 312, 324-5, 327, 331 

Peter 274 
Peter of Apamea 321, 327 
Peter of Corinth 116 
Peter the Puller of Antioch 28, 242, 247, 249, 258, 

289, 295-6, 312-13, 324-5, 327, 331 
Peter the Iberian 44, 49, 100, 244-5, 259-60, 273-4 
Peter of Jerusalem, Patr. 28 
Peter of Myra 210 
Philo 154 
Philoxenus 117 
Philoxenus of Mabbog 65-6, 79, 87, 266, 269-73, 

275, 279-82, 284-6, 309, 327 
Photinus 173, 191, 255, 294 
Photinus, deacon of Thessalonica 267, 307 
Photius of CP 34, 37, 57, 60, 68-9, 73, 77, 80, 

198-9 
Polemon 62 
Polycarp of Smyrna 64, 66 
Porphyry 82-3, 85 
Probus of Chalcedon 87 
Produs of CP 35, 55, 57, 65-6 
Procopius of Caesarea 30, 34 
Procopius of Gaza 88 
Proterius of Alexandria 107, 110, 115-17, 148, 152, 

158, 191, 195 
Ps. Athaoasius 57, 62, 64-5, 72, 77, 255, ~2 
Ps. Basil 62, 65 
Ps. Caesarius 63, 77 
Ps. Clement 64, 66 
Ps. Cyril 76, 84 
Ps. Dionysius the Areopagite 17, 58, 60, 67, 70, 76 
Ps. Dionysius of Tell-Mai?re 37, 284 
Ps. Pelix 66 
Ps. Gregory Thaumaturgus 65 
PI. Julius (see Julius, Pope) 65-6 

PI. Justin 58 
Ps. Maximus Confessor 85 
Ps. Melito 64 
PS. Theopistus 42 
Ps. Zacharias Rhetor 28, 36 
Pulcheria, Empress 94, 100, 103, 118-19, 121, 

129-30, 134, 145 

Rabbula of Bdessa 47 
Renatus 125 
Romanos 274 
Romanos, saint 281 
Rufinus 41 
Rusticus, deacon 24, 63, 84, 127, 207, 294 

Sabas 43, 261-2, 334 
Sabellius 173, 191 
Samuel of Kalamon 43 
Samuel (Vil4 BarsUrII4S) 45 
Sebastian, bp 227 
Sebeos 33 
Seneca 134 
Serapion of Thmuis 64, 173, 190 
Sergius of CP 47, 73-4 
Sergius, monk 326 
Severian of Gabala 66 
Severlanus of Scythopolis 100 
Severus of Antioch 14, 28, 34, 36, 45, 47, 54-6, 58, 

62, 64, 66-8, 80, 88, 193, 252, 258, 262-4, 266, 
269, 271, 273-87, 312, 315, 319, 321-2, 324, 
326-7, 329, 331, 336 

Severos of Almunia = S. ben el-Moqaffa' 36-7, 
40 

Shenute of Atripe 41 
Simeon, anchorite 47 
Simeon of Beth Arsharo 46 
Simeon of Tele'adi 273, 279, 282 
Simon Barquaya 32 
Simon Magus 79, 81 
Simon of Sanqlibid 32 
Simplicius, Pope 54, 237, 245-9, 289-90, 292 
Siricius 121 
Sixtus Ill, Pope 53 
~liwa (Saliba) ben Yo~annin 48 
Socrates 34-5, 37-8 
Solon 280 
Sophronius of Jerusalem 43, 73, 80 
Sozomen 34-5, 141 
Stephen of Alexandria 83 
Stephen II of Antioch 250 
Stephen of Dor 73-4 
Stephen of Hierapolis 199 
Stephen of Khn!s 42 
Sulpicius Severos 38 
Symeon, presb. 270 
Symeon Stylites the Elder 46-7, 198 
Symeon Stylites the Younger 47 
Symmachus, Pope 308-10 
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Tarasis Kodissa (= Emperor Zeno) 236 
T ertullian 292. 298 
Thalassius 16, 228 
Themistius, deacon 68 
Theocritus 318, 321 
Theoctistus 243 
Theoderic I, King 35. 267. 308. 312 
Theodora, Empreu 14. 47, 328, 330 
Theodore of Antinoe 260 
Theodore of Arabia 330 
Theodore bar Konai 86 
Theodore Lector (Anagnostes) ~, 237, 243-4. 

264--70. 278. 283, 308, 311, 313 
Theodore, monk 136 
Theodore of Mopsuettia 59. 62, 72, 79-81, 270-1, 

279, 285, 287, 329 
Theodore of Petra 43 
Theodore of Pharan 74 
Theodore of IWthu 80, 82, 85 
Theodoret of Cyrus 34-5. 37, 45~. 53, 55, 63, 65, 

79-80,97,99,105,126-8.192,234,270-1,279, 
287, 303, 329 

Theodosius I (the Elder) 110. 113, 141-2, 147, 207 
Theodosius II (the Younger) 35, 97. 121, 143. 232, 

237, 240-1 
Theodosius of Alexandria 47. 68, 330 
Theodosius, monastic father 262, 334, 336 
Theodosius, monk 98-9, 101. 104-5, 115 
Theodotus of Ancyra 52. 66 
Theophanes the Confessor 30, 36, 115-16. 234, 

251, 263-9, 271, 308, 313, 319 
Theophilus of Alexandria 64--7, 105-7, 170, 178, 

239 
Theophylact Simocattes 30 
Theophylus of Edessa 32 
Theopistus 42 
Theopompus 237, 243 
Thomas Aquinas 14, 24 
Thomas of Arzruni 33 
Timotheus IV (III) of Alexandria 67-8, 327 
Timothy I, Catholicus 72 
Timothy I of CP 279, 282-5, 315 

Timothy I, Patr. (Nestorian) 25 
Timothy Aelurus 42,62,64,67, 105, 115-17, 148, 

158, 172, 180, 190, 192, 194, 196-7, 199, 202-4, 
210, 212, 215, 219, 220-1, 226, 232, 234, 236-9, 
241-2, 244-8, 254--6, 259~, 289, 294--6, 304, 
307, 310, 312, 324-5, 327, 331 

Timothy of Beirut 59 
Timothy. presb. 80 
Timothy Salophaciolus of Alexandria 249, 258 
Tiro Prosper 33 
Titus of Bostra 184 
Turribius of Astorga 178 
Tutus 260 

Ursus 179 

Valentinian III 176, 178 
Valentinus 59, 101, 104, 172-3, 183, 190. 192-3 
Verina 237, 247 
Victor of Tunnuna 33, 212, 265, 267, 270, 319 
Vigilius, Pope 28, 59, 61-2 
Vigilius of Thapsus 121-2 
Vincent of Urins 53-4 
Virgil 192 
Vitalian 311-13, 318, 327 
Vitalis 260 

Yahbalaha, Catholicus 25 

Zacharias RhetorlScholasticus 34, 36, 42, 44-5, 55, 
82, 98-100, 105, 115-16, 197-9, 202-3, 237-8, 
241-5, 247-8. 250, 252, 258, 260-4, 266-70, 
273-4, 276-9, 281, 284, 290, 318, 321 

Zacharias (Vita Petro Ibn.) 44 
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Zoaras 321 
Zoilus 28 
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228, 288 
dp19J,16C; 498 
dpprfrwc; 517 
dpXlliov 238 
dpxrf 208 

daapKoc; 268 
davyxvroc; 40, 44, 205, 207, 382, 50S, 517 
daciJJ,laroc; 202-3 
drlJ,loc; (lvrIJ,loc;) 194 
rIroJ,lov 192, 211, 265 
drp87tr£OC; 510 arul passim 
avgevr{a 447 
avreeovalOv ~2 
avroK{v"roc; 202-3 
dq,9apa{a 82, 84-7, 98-106, 213-29 
dq,9aproc; 103, 469 
dq,£OvoC; (lJ,lq,£OvoC;) 194 
dq,paaroc; 517 
d'llvxoC; 92 

fJovA"alC; 164 
fJpor6c; 376 

yvciJplaJ,la 113, 122, 224, 304 
yvwalC; 376 

6"AO£O 191 
~"J,llovpyeiv 436, 488 
6"J,llovpYIK6C; 228, 304 
~lafJA"T6c; 100 
61aY£Oyrf 209 
6la~oxrf 399 
~laKpIV6J,1eVOI 153, 501 
~,aKp{v£O 288 
~,a{pealC; 114, 435 
~,d7tAaalC; 228 
6,a7tAdrre,v 228 
~,a7top9J,1evrrfc; 293 
6IaTv7t£OalC; 442 
61aq,90pd 99 
6laq,opd 44, 96, 114, 206, 435, 450 
6,oplaJ,l6c; 281 
~I7tAovC; 74, 159 
~lav7t6araroc; 286 
6m6c; 159, 376 
~1q,VrfC; 279, 286 
~oKeiv 447 
~6ea 82-3, 86, 299 

Sergius 121 
6vvap,C;, ~vvlilJe,c; 208 

Origenist 393, 404 

el607toI6C; 206 
ei6oc; 190, 206, 397-8, 498 
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ellCwv 115 
elval 190 

lCa8'iavTov 203, 210 
tlC8e((J)u/(; 302 
iICOVU/~ 103 
11C7n:(J)ulr; 401 
t)'dTT(J)Ulr; 99 
l).e'l'Xor; 364 
1J,lllfvXor; 196, 268 
IvJoUlr; 304 
ivJv(J) 395 
tvtp'I'ela 82-7, 93, 202-3, 210, 224, 228, 404, 447 

J,l(a i. 86, 96, 107, 125-6, 166, 225, 378, 380 
ivep'I'eiv 104, 165 
lvvola 379, 458 
ivollce(J) 228 
iVOT"r; 43, 73, 518 
ivovulor; 62-4, 194 
tV7rpou(J)7rOr; 375 
iVV7rOUTaVal 282 
iVV7rOUTaTOr; 61-7, 165, 193-7, 203, 208, 266, 

273. 283, 375, 494, 508 
ivv",(aT"J,l1 282 
IV(J)ulr; 40, 57, 126-8, 197, 205, 447 

tMla(peTOr; 57, 229 
d7r).~ 206 
iVV7rOUTaTOr; 65, 208 
lCa8'V7rOUTaUlv 448, 457 
lCaTd 8eulv 115 
lCaTd "'VUIV 448, 457 
KaT'ovu(av 73, 116 (Sergius), 211 
oVUlw6"r; 66, 208, 228 
uuv8eTOr; 206 
V7rOUTaTIKrf 50, 73 
"'VUIKrf 50, 66, 291, 457 

1~/r; 182 
i7rlKpdTela 218-20 
t7r(vola 194, 289 
i7rlxe(p"J,la 364 
iTepoel6rfr; 94, 199, 207 
iTepoovUlor; 101, 306 
iTepoT"r; 43 
tTepOV7rOUTaTOr; 283, 285-6 
iTepo",Vt/r; 94, 101 
eMolC(a 447 

''POV 205, 265 

!J'I'eJ,lOVIICOC; ()'0'l'0C;) 301 
1780r; 304 

8auJ,la 217 
8av#aTovP'I'e(J) 306 
8eavJpIlC0C; 126, 170, 376 
()eav()p(J)7r(a 261 
8e)."J,la 224 
8eo).0'l'(a 193, 360 
8eoTOKOr; 144, 159 
8eo",opor; (dv8p(J)7r0C;) 77, 273 

Stt also ddftr in La/in Index 
()e(J)p(a 55, 435, 458 
8v"TOC; 103 

iJld,elv 283 
I6IKor; 58, 65, 284, 288, 310, 429 
1610r; 54, 82, 190-3, 196, 267 
16,0uvuTaTor; 127 
iJIOT1lr; 192, 207, 211, 229 
1J,0V7rOUTaTOr; 265, 283, 285, 450 
IJ((J)J,la 54, 56, 116, 281 
IUOTIJ,l(a 447 
fUT"J,l1 283 

lCa8eKaUTOV 57 
Ka(0).IKOr; 191, 281 
KaIVOr; 170 
KalpOr; 104 
lCaTaKpd.T"ulr; KOUJ,lOV 298 
lCaTauTauu; 404 
KaTa",80pa 99 
lCe",a).alov 412 
KIP(J)TOr; 87, 134 
K(V"UIC; 224 
KOIVOe; 54-6, 58, 65, 191, 193, 204, 294, 360, 429 
KOIVOT"e; 206 
1C0Iv(J)v(a 43, 149, 211 
KOIV(J)VOC; 302 
KOpOC; 393, 400, 404 
Kpome; 40-1, 45, 57, 114-15, 205, 207 
KTa(J) 279 
ICT(ulJa 42 
KvplaKOC; (dv8p(J)7r0r;) 78-9, 309-11 
ICUpIOe; 187 

).0'l'11C0C; 117 
Origenist 404, 408 

)'0'l'0e; (In 1,14) 19~7 

J,lalCapIOT"C; 229 
J,lepIKOe; 281, 301 
lJeUOV 494 
J,leuoT1le; 120 
J,l(a tvep'l'ela 107, 146, 162-70 
J,l(a tvep'l'ela uvv8eToc; 170 
lJ(a ooo(a uuv()eTOr; 124, 460 
Il(a "'UUIe; uvv8eToc; 127, 159-60, 437, 460 
J,l(~Ie; 40-1, 114, 119, 205 
IlI~o"'vu'Tal 286 
Ilovd.e; 127 
IJOvOt/Jvrfe; 279, 286 

voee; (voue;) (Origenist) 393, 402, 404 
VO"TOC; 202, 376 

~evoe; 44 

ollCelo7roleiv 66 
olICovoJ,leiv 218, 371 
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OIKovo/J(a 139-40, 168, 172, 378, 381 
OIKOVO/J'Kwt; 156, 377 
o/Jo,ona(hf, 488 
6/Jo(wa't; 90 
o/JoAoye;v 499 
6/J00u(JI0, (rt/Jiv) 56-7, 62-3, 81, 94, 103, 108, 

110, 191, 221, 260, 375, 511-12 
6pyavov 168 
6pwt 224 
IJpor; 221 
ol'Ja(a 97-8, 116-18, 156, 201-3, 208, 404 

(Origenist) 
/J(a ol'Ja(a (Sergius) 121-6 
npciJT:,., 201 
6evripa 201 
auvgero, 295 

or)al(/JJ,.,r; 42, 202-3, 206-7, 221, 228 
ol'Ja(walt; 228, 305, 509 
6111,,376 

nage;v 188 
nd9,.,/Ja 104 
na9,.,rot; 103, 282 
na9,.,r/Kov 90, 103, 105, 110 
nd90t; 100, 106, 218, 364 

d<5ld/JAtltov 89, 100, 104, 368, 378 
61a/Jl,.,rov 100, 368 
q,oo'KOV 101 

nalt5e(a (€{w) 182 
napo.gea'r; 40, 115, 127, 205, 294 
napova(a 209 
nep(gea'r; 304 
nldv'l 399 
n06"p,.,t; 77 
nOlor,.,r; 95, 98, 299 

n. Kard q,ualv 95 
n. q,oo'K" (Severos) 122 

npuY/Ja 115, 157, 191, 194, 201 
npu~/r; 493 
npoa(peal, 224 
npoileval, 376 
npoa9tf'CTI 290 
npoalQIJ/Jdvw 73, 76 
npOal'llll" 279 
npoawnov 61-2, 64-5, 265-6, 281, 286, 496 
npoawnono,e;v 282 

pon" 404 

adp{ 65 and passim 
ararOt; 286 
arevoxwpew 296 
arOlxe;ov 290 
avyyev"r; 225, 367 
aVYKard/Jaalr; 521 
aUYKpaalt; 358 
aUYKparo, 127 
auyxoo/t; 39-40, 57, 98, 114-15, 204, 205, 458 
aV/J/Je/J'IKOr; 196, 203 

aV/Jnapeno/Ja, 224 
aV/Jnapo/Japrew 224 
aV/JnA'IPWr/KOt; 117 
aV/JnloK" 73, 167, 207 
aV/Jq,9apijva, 205 
aV/Jq,u'lalt; 286 
aV/Jq,vra 115, 119, 168, 192, 218 
avvayaye;v 344 
avvavaKpaflKo, 310 
avvdnrw see dnrw 
avvdq,ela 41, 44-5, 73, 75, 228 
avv6poJJ" 74, 251 
avvevvnoararo, 282, 286 
auvgealr; 35, 126-7, 207, 266, 268, 283, 294-5, 

358, 435, 459 
auvgerot; 126-7, 170, 207, 266, 358, 435, 459 

Xplaro, a. 321 
/J(a q,ualt; auvgeror; 127, 159, 358-9 
I'Jnoaraalr; a. 336 

avve(pw 42 
avvova(walt; 305, 509 
avvvnoararo, 283 
avvvq,(ar,.,/JI 282 
avardval 283 
auaraal, 35, 281, 283 
axeall;, aXBflKwt;, ICard axealv 77, 203, 208, 

211, 447 
ax. 61alpBflKtf 207, 211 
ax. ol'Ja/(/Jo,." 207, 211 

axijJJa 397 
axol,a 494 

rdy/Ja 404 
rd{/, 211, 393-4, 399, 495 
rdxa 395-6 
relBIOt; 197, 202 
r/JJwp(a 365 
rOtrlKOt; 294 
ronor'lP'lrtft; 386 
rponor; (rijt; tvwaewr;) 197, 205-29 

villcot; 229 
vl0gea(a 115 
via, 196 
(Jnap{lt; 58, 63, 302 
I'Jnapxelv 64 

Ka8'tavrov I'Jn. 191 
I'JnBpoualOt; 62 
onBpq,v", 286 
I'JnepKe(/Jevov 192, 211, 265, 281 
onoaraal, 28()-2 

on. KOIVtf 294 
onoarijval 197 
l'Jc/lear,.,KOr; 58 
1'Jq,(ar'l/J1 282, 286 

c/lavraa(a 52 
q,9apafa 84, 88, 105, 109 
q,9apror; 102-3, 215 
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,p8opd 98-102 
,p/Aor/pfa 220 
,poelv 94. 117, 190 
,pvuIK6~ 42. 101. 192. 221 
,pOU/~ 94. 97-8. 117-18. 15a-1. 156-7. 159. 190. 

201. 489 
,p. uov8ero~ 295 
,poue/~ tvw8eiual 49 
Karll ,p. 102 
napa. ,p. 102 

,pwvtf (dna ,pwv;,~) 494 
,pror; 135 

xapaKrtfp 191, 229 
xapaKftlPIUfllC6r; 64. 304 
XQpr,,, 470 
xwpeiv 209. 296 
xwpf{elv 211 
xwpfov 305 

\lf/A6r; 518 
\lf6)1o~ 365 
\lfVxtf 224. 393 

\lfjjxo~ 393 

LATIN 

dCCitkm 54 
"haesw (uvva,pela) 74. 75. 447 
agmtis 422 

cap/IN/um 412. 440. 445 
caput (CItrisINS) 380 
compos/t/o. compos/INS 205. 321, 336-8. 435. 458-60 
compline"" 234 
conertt/o 205 
confusIo 45. 205 
congerman/tas 119 
congrtgat/o 119 
cOMu/ntan",,/is 56. 63 
cOMu/ntantialNS 63 
conltlflpntJlio 115 
corruplio 100 

deifer (homo) 77 
dominicus (homo) 78 
dupb 74-6 
dup/ic/tas 163 

essm"" 54. 446 
ex qllibus 97 
existentia 63 

forma 63. 269 
See also Tome of Leo in Index of Subjects 

homo assumplNS 41. 76. 78 

impeccabi/is 365 
/mpeccantia 365 
improbatio 365 
iMu/ntantialNS 62 

b (imperia/Is) 445 

mediator 44 
mens. mentes 393 
mix/io 164. 205 
mixlN", 205 
molNS operatlvus 163 

nalNra 60, 241-2. 328-34, 446. 467 
nutus 164 

opntJ/io (tvtpyela) 83. 163, 171. 447 

parabap/izart 384 
passiones nalNrales 373 
peccabilitas 364 
peccalNm nalNrae 102. 213. 226 
pent/ratio 209 
persona 62. 241, 446 

Scythian monks 324-5. 33~ 
proprletas 113, 162 

ralionalis 36 

socia/is 338 
species 190 
subsis/m/ia 63. 241-2, 334-5, 435. 446. 448. 456. 

467 
substantia 63, 446 passim 
supp//cium 365 

tempera/io 87 
traMforma/lo 84 

unio hyposta//ca 50, 114 
unilio 447 

~irINS 166, 447 
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Aba I, Catho1kos 464 
'Abdiio' Bar Berika 466 
Aboui 485 
Abou'l Barakat 466 
Abnbam of Beth Rabban -463--4, 466 
Abraham, abbot 319 
Acacius of CP, Patt. 253, 262, 329-30 
Acacius of Melitene 48, 156, 245-6, 415 
Achilles, monk 322 
A8'1petus I, Pope 183, 231, 343-53, 355, 474 
A8'1petos, deacon 14 
A8'1thias 9-10 
Albinos 397 
Alaander of Hierapolis 412 
Ambrose 44-5, 501-2 
Amphilochius 491 
Anastasia, deaconess 142 
Anastasius I, Emperor 3, 10, 14, 20, 24, 174, 239, 

252, 257, 319, 328, 345, 348, 514 
Anastasius of Antioch, Patt. 469 
Anastasius of Sinai 25 
Anastasius, monk 482 
Anatolius of CP, Patt. 49, 329 
Anatolius, deacon 380 
Andrew of Samosata 50, 78, 412 
Anicia Juliana 257 
Anteonus of Arsenoe 260 
Anthemius 10 
Antbimus of CP, Patr. 183, 231, 316, 345, 347-53, 

355--6, 362-3, 366-8, 374, 377-8, 511 
Anthimus of Trebizond 233 
Antipater of Bostra 389, 398 
Antoninus of Aleppo 113 
Apollinarius of Alexandria, Patr. 439, 469 
Apollinarius of Laodicea 52, 59, 69, 70, 89, lOS, 

117,126-7,130,154,157,170,174,237-9,300, 
358--61, 433, 435, 451, 453, 459, 505, 507, 
509-10, 517-18 

Appion, patricius 31 
Areobindus 257 
Aristotle 54, 116-17, 197, 202, 207-9, 459, 498 
Arius 135-6, 261, 428, 451, 484, 487, 496 
Artemos 342 
Athanasius of Alexandria, Patr. 21, 5S-9, 70, 78, 

91-2, 98-9, 113, 125--6, 168, 172, 220, 237-9, 
326, 358, 365, 392, 394-5, 500-1 

Athanasiul of Antioch 21 
Athanasius, tritheist 490 

Athenagoras 35 
Atticus of CP 11 
Augustine 45, 77, lOS, 324, 381, 445, 502 
Avitos 392, 400 

Babai of Ship 465 
Bar~adbeSlbba (ot) 'Arbaya 464--6 
Banauma of Qardou 465 
Barsauml, monk 416 
Basil of Caesarea 30, 45, 54-5, 59, 62, 73, 101, 192, 

208, 250, 280, 287, 318, 360, 365, 399, 430, 
491-2, 50S, 518 

Basil of Seleucia 29, 244, 493, 515 
Basil, deacon 413, 463 
Belisarius 10, 346 
Blandus 321 
Boethius 335-6 

Caesarius 374 
Calandion of Antioch 256 
CarOlUS, monk 326 
Cassiodorus 249 
Celestine, Pope 484 
Celsus 396 
Cethegus, patricius 427 
CbryJippuI 40 
Chosroes I of Persia, King 8, 465-6 
Cicero 336 
Clement of Alenndria 121 
Constantine I, Emperor 6, 14, 344 
Constantine of Laodicea 363, 367 
Constantine of Mar Eusebius 485 
Constantine, deacon 248 
Constantine, Roman deacon 324 
Corippus 482-3 
Cosmas Indicopleustes 464 
Cosrnas, monk 485 
Cumas 413 
Cyriacul, Abba 409 
Cyril of Alexandria 21-5, 2s-41, 44--50, 52, 5S-9, 

66-9, 71-9, 83--6, 90, 94-5, 99, 101, 109-10, 
113-17,121,124,126-7,130,137, 14S-9, 152-8, 
160-2, 164, 169-72, 174, 187, 224-5, 237-8, 
240-3, 245-7, 251, 265, 26S-70, 272, 289, 294, 
303, 318, 321-2, 325-8, 3'»-1, 333, 336, 341, 
348, 357--61, 365--6, 369-71, 373, 379, 383, 
413-16, 420-3, 425, 427, 429-35, 439--40, 445, 
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448,450-3,457-60,462,473,484-5,487,491-2, 
500--2, 505, 507, 511, 517, 521 

Cyril of Jerusalem 515 
Cyril of Scythopolis 183, 186, 230, 319, 336, 386, 

388-9, 406, 409-10 
Cyrius, Catholicos 2 
Cyrus of Tyana 250 
Cyrus, Sleepless Monk 340 

Damascius 8 
Damian of Alexandria, Patr. 380 
Daniel the Stylite 7 
Demetrius of Philippi 230, 233, 340, 349 
Diadochus of Photike 455 
Didymus 61, 403, 409, 469 
Diocletian 13, 238 
Diodore of Tarsus 76. 182, 247, 249, 412. 414-15, 

417, 429-30, 464-5 
Diomedes 336 
Dionysius 238 
Dionysius Exiguus 319, 322, 327 
Dioscorus of Alexandria, Patr. 49, 81, 235, 239, 

244, 254, 263-4, 329, 349, 353-4, 359, 432, 
492 

Dioscorus II of Alexandria 113 
Dioscorus, deacon 319, 321-5, 331-2, 334 
Domitian of Ancyra 387, 419-20 
Domnus of Antioch 417 
Dorotheus of Gaza 515 
Dorotheus, monk 318, 326 

Elias of Jerusalem 47, 239 
Elna' bar Qlizbliy~ 413 
Elisha, pre!b. 98 
Elpidius of Alexandria 468, 472 
Ephraem (of Amida) of Antioch, Patr. 231, 249, 

256, 345, 348-9, 356, 388-9 
Ephraem the Syrian 514, 516 
Epictetus 394 
Epicurus 452 
Epiphanius of CP 230. 232, 248, 339-40, 346-7, 

356, 400 
Epiphanius 61. 376-8, 390, 392-3, 401-2 
Eudoxius of Antioch 459 
Eugenius of Seleucia 485 
Eulogius of Alexandria 56, 58. 246, 270, 363, 380, 

382, 495, 512 
Eunomius 451, 484 
Eusebius of Emesa 34 
Eusebius, Papas 230, 387, 389 
Eusebona 250 
Eustathius of Antioch, Patr. 77, 256, 385 
Eustathius of Beirut 416 
Eustathius, monk 157, 262-70 
Eustochius of Jerusalem 439, 468 
Eustratius 469, 473 
Euthyroius, monk 319-20, 336, 460 
Eutyches 25, 52, 81, 93, 105-6. 108, 130, 135, 154, 

175, 235, 238, 245, 247, 249, 261, 263, 319-20, 

327, 353-4, 384,417-18,433-5, 451, 460, 469, 
517 

Eutychius of CP, Patr. 10-11, 440, 442, 469-72, 
474, 490-2 

Evagrius Ponticus 390, 403, 406. 408-9, 469 
Evagrius Scholasticus 24, 183, 238-9, 469-70, 481, 

487 

Facundus of Henniane 13. 318, 342, 415, 419-20, 
422, 426. 441, 444, 447 

Faustus of Riez 325 
Faustus, senator 326 
Felix III, Pope 195, 237-8, 252-3, 255, 259-60 
Felix, deacon 321 
Flaccinus 259, 262 
Flavian of CPo Patr. 235, 244, 263, 269, 328. 432-3, 

492. 511 
Fulgentius of Ruspe 326, 332 

Gaianus of Alexandria, Patr. 347 
Gaius 170 
Gelasius I, Pope 2, 77 
Gelasius of Caesarea 74, 77 
Gelasius, abbot 389 
Gennadius of CP, Patr. 2, 10, 455 
George, monk 403 
Gennanus of CPo Patr. 182 
Gennanus, bp 321 
Gilbert of Porretaine 151 
Giwargi 21 
Gregory the Great, Pope 1-3. 20, 361. 380-1, 512 
Gregory Nazianzen 13. 45, 48, 56. 71. 73-4, 76, 78, 

115, 119, 126, 142, 192, 272, 278, 336, 360, 367, 
372, 374, 379. 399, 430. 491, SOl, 503, 505 

Gregory of Nyssa 53-4. 60, 92, 94-5, 104, 142, 150, 
164, 171, 193, 218, 223-5. 272, 287, 304, 336, 
360-1, 396, 491-2, 501 

Gregory the Wonderworker 53, 59, 90, 92, 237 

Hecobolus 315 
Heraclianus of Chalcedon 248-51, 324 
Hermias 492 
Hesychius IIIustrius 9 
Hesychius of Jerusalem 79. 515 
Hilary of Poitiers 105 
Hippolytus 87 
Honnisdas, Pope 250, 319-25, 338, 340. 345, 350, 

352-3. 474 
Hypatius of Ephesus 230-3, 235-8, 240-5, 249, 274, 

339-40, 349. 356, 359, 433 

Ibas of Ede!sa 236, 239-40, 247, 412-13, 416-17, 
419. 421-25, 439, 443-4, 453, 484, 501 

Innocent of Maronia 232-2,235-7.240,243.263-4, 
318, 413, 445, 465 

Irenaeus 61 
Irenaeus of Tyre 417 
Isaac the Persian 351 
ISai 465 
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Isidore of Pelusium 9, 13, 157, 377 
lio'yahb of Arzoun 465 

Jacob Burd'ina/Baradai of Bdessa I, 25, 348, 485-6 
Jerome 61-2, 390, 392-3, 396, 398, 400-1 
Jobius, monk 255 
John II, Pope 13, 230, 252, 340-2, 346, 349, 474 
John of Antioch, Patr. 68, 318, 412-15, 469 
John II of CP, Patr. 250 
John III Scholasticus of CP, Patr. 483 
John IV the Paster of CP, Patr. 5 
John of Jerusalem, Patr. 249 
John of Beth Aphthonia 21, 24-5, 47, 231, 233-4, 

319, 347-8 
John of Bielar 482 
John of Bizya 233 
John of Cappadocia 9 
John of Constantina (Tella) 234 
John Chrysostom 13, 48, 74, 85, lOS, 142, 155, 

360, 365, 385, 399, 515 
John of Claudiopolis 248 
John of Damascus 200, 398 
John of Bphesus 9-10, 183, 482-4, 489-90, 504 
John the Grammarian of Caesarea 22, 25, 46-8, 

54-70, 72, 74, 76, 97-8, 114, 155-6, 160, 163, 
166, 169, 175, 180, 182, 193-4, 201, 213, 230, 
242,244,250,270,280,327,359,431,438,459, 
500 

John Laurentius Lydus 9-10 
John Maxentius 318, 321-2, 324-5, 327, 33(}-5, 

337-8, 432, 460 
John of Nikiu 356 
John Philoponus 194, 291, 373, 494, 496-8, 511 
John Rufus 318 
John of Scythopolis 239, 274 
John Talaia of Alexandria 22, 31 
John, bp 110, 321, 324 
John, deacon 326 
John, monk 322 
John, patricius 485 
John, rhetorician lOS, 108 
Julian of Halicarnassus 1, 21, 25-7, 57, 79-111,139, 

148-9, 154, 159, 162, 17(}-3, 175, 182, 184, 
213-14, 216, 219, 226, 307, 363, 468, 471-2 

Justicinus of Sicily 261 
Justin I, Emperor 25, 180. 248. 250. 315-17. 320. 

323. 333. 338. 341, 344, 350, 354. 514 
Justin II, Emperor 481-4, 486-7, 489-90 
Justinian I. Emperor 6-9. 14, 39, 183-4, 230, 233, 

237. 239. 246, 248. 263-4, 283, 304, 308, 
315-17. 320, 322-4. 332, 338-41, 344-6, 
348-52. 356-62, 367. 369, 382, 384-91, 393. 
395-7. 399-403, 406. 411-12. 417, 419, 421-9. 
434-42. 446. 448, 45(}-1, 455-6, 458, 460-1. 
463-7. 47(}-3,475, 48(}-1, 487-9.493, SOl, 504, 
511. 514, 516-17, 522-3 

Khosrau see Chosroes 

Leo I, Pope 2. 30, 49, 51, 74, 76, 83. 85. 101, 114, 
153-4. 162-4, 166-7. 231. 236, 247. 261, 263. 
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acephalists (Headless Ones) 184, 193, 198,331,337, 
359 

activity (tvtpl'llIa) 145 
two operations 269-70, 362, 357 
See also und" Tome of Leo 

Adam see protology 
Adam-Christ 109, 168, 26~7, 229 

See also protology 
adoptionism 133, 144, 153 
adoration of Christ's humanity (one) 188, 366, 451, 

458, 500 
AetilU (Vigilius) = Corutitutum II 441-2 
Africa 439 
ages, two 75, 79, 157-8, 268 
AgnOl?l4i 362, 364, 377-81, 475, 495, 500, 506 
altoimetoi (Sleepless Monks) 12-13, 231, 252-62, 

316, 321, 331, 334, 3<ID-2, 374, 416, 465 
Alexandria 230, 379-80, 382, 413-14, 475, 495 
Amaseia 469, 471, 490 
anathema, anathemata 

of Constantinople (553) 442, ~53, 457-61,474 
of Cyril 241-3, 247, 348, 425, 434-5, 445, 457, 

485 
of Eutychius 471 
of Justinian 400, 404-6, 421 
against Peter the Fuller 138 
of Severos 143-4 
against the Three Chapters 412, 427, 429, 452-3 

angels, doctrine of (Origenist) 404 
anthropolatry 188 
anthropology and christology 101-3, 132, 191, 

200-1, 203-4, 222-3, 251, 363 
See also Origenists, Origenism 

anti-Arianism 137, 148, 169, 381 
anti-Chalcedonians 1-3, 127, 153, 205, 233, 249, 

485 
See also Gaianites; Julianism; miaphysites; 

monophysites; Severans 
anti-Nestoriaoism 169 
Antioch 77, 228, 256, 258, 319, 414, 438, 447, 475 

church year 130, 135 
social life 130 
Tri3hagion 258-9 

Antiochenes 68, 79. 144. 158. 175. 190. 196. 262. 
429. 448 

aphthani<l (of Christ's body) 25-6. 81. 92-111. 
148-62. 170, 213-29, 307-9. 316, 380. 
467-73, 500, 521 

Aphthartics 213-4, 221-3. 225-6, 307-9 
Su also Julian of Halicarnassus in Author Index A 

aphthartodocetism 175. 184. 213ff .• 466 
See also aphtharsi<l 

apoltatastasis teaching 399-400, 404. 407 
Apollinarianism 67, 89-90.125.152,159.188.242. 

374. 429. 438 
See also Apollinarius of Laodicea in Author Index A 

Apollinarians 41. 43. 53. 74, 78. 118. 120. 143. 
157-9. 163, 240. 326. 422. 428 

Aposchists 231 
ardrimandrites , Oriental 485~6 (Sevcrao) 
Arims, Arianism 42-3, 61, 75. 120, 137. 143, 198, 

241>-1. 326. 363, 375, 380, 391. 399, 428 
ArJs~otelianism U9 (Sergiw), 123, 207, 209, 494, 

497-8 
ark of the covenant 87, 134 
Armenia I, 414-15 
Athens 8 

baptism 306 
baptismal rites 143 
body-soul analogy 30, 34-9, 57, 85, 90, 114, 116. 

134, 144, 157, 162, 164, 167-8, 191, 197. 
201-4, 209-11, 265, 331, 428, 450, 492, 
494, 498-500, 506 

Byzantium. theology of 11>-11 

Caesarea (Pontus) 5 
Cappadocians 148, 491-2. 508 

See also Basil; Gregory Nazianzcn; Gregory of 
Nyssa in Author Index A 

c.ttchesi! (bapti.mal) 130, 143-5 
cathedral homilies (Severo!) 129-31, 513 
Chalcedon (locality) 5 
Chalcedon, Feast of 258 
Chalcedonians, Chalcedonianism 140, 143, 18<>-312 

See also akoimetoi; florilegia: De sectis; Peter the 
Fuller, letters to; and Dioscorus, deacon; 
Eustathius, monk; Eutychius of CP, Patr.; 
Faustus, senator; Heraclianus of Chalcedon; 
Hypatius of Ephesus; Justinian I (before 
540); Leontius of Byzantium; Leontius of 
Jerusalem; Vitalian in Author Index A 

Christ 
consubstantiality 368, 511 

twofold 434, 450. 492. 499 
See also OjlOOVulOt;; coruubs/anti4/is in Index of 

Ttrms 
divine vision 229 
essence 120 
head 380 
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holiness 87. 369-72 
imitation of 222 
picture of 510-11 

Chalcedonian 149. 212-29 
Severan 152-73 

properties (/diomAta) 59. 65-7; 95-101 (fulian of 
Halicarnassus); 104. 107-8. 146. 492; in 
Sergius: 113-16. 118. 121. 124 

psychology 282-3 
christology 

Alexandrian 80 
Antiochene 79 
Chalcedonian S07-10 (summary) 
Evagrlan 408--10 
from above 65-6. 79. 104. 130. 132. 153. 520 
from below 153 
incarnational 110 
Logos 131 
neo-Chalcedonian see neo-Chalcedonianism 
of union 84 

Christus gloriae 4. 298 
Christus ptltiens 4 
Christus IriumpMIIS 521 
'Chronicle of Se'ert' 465-6 
Churches 

Alexandrian 3-4 
Armenian 1, 4 
Syrian Orthodox 1, 4 

circus factions 13-14 
coal, glowing 30, 39, 82-7 (Severan), 134 
Codex Etu:yclifU (CE) 323 
Colilltio cum SeverilJnls (532) 186, 230, 232-48, 345-8 

See also Constantinople 
Constantinople 

city 7-14, 316, 329, 339, 349, 385-7, 413-14, 
504, 516 

doctrinal dialogue (532) 232-SO, 263, 272, 345-6, 
387, 417 

Council of see synods 
Consli/u/um I (Vigilius) 440, 442, 447 
Cons/ilUlUm II (Vigilius) 441-2 
cosmology (and christology) 201 
councils see synods 
creation (of Christ's humanity) 37-9, 436 
creative power and incarnation 279, 304-6, 338, 

488, 509-10 
cross, theology of the 110, 125, 149 

Jamna/io pOSI morkm 427, 440, 445 
demes see circus factions 
demiurge (Origenist) 405, 408 
demonology, Origemst 404-5 
distinction in /heoria (ennoia) 156, 160, 435, 4SO 
divinization 108, 162, 298-9, 302, 308--11, 510 
divisions (among Severans) 25-7, 79-128 

See also Gaianus; Julian of Halicarnassus; Sergius; 
Themistius In AUlhor Index A 

docetists, docetism (Eutyches) 48, 81, 148, 267, 469 
dogmatics, monophysite 130 

dyas see twoness 
dyophysites 24, 153 

ecclesiology 149 
Edessa 26, 412-13, 416 
Egypt 25, 439, 463, 495-6 
Emmanuel 35-6, 42, 68, 97, 113-14, 124 (in 

Sergius), 134, 141-2, 159, 165, 167-8, 192, 
369, 371, 460, 487 

Emperor, ideology of 481-2 
See also Imperial Church: ideology 

enhypostasls 52, 282-6, 436 
See also insubsistence 

erotapokrisris 13, 272, 374 
eschatology (Severus) 141-2 

See also apokatastasis teaching 
essence (of Christ) see Christ: essence 
eucharist 170, 225 
Eunomians 208 
Eutychianism 81, 242, 319, 329, 431 

See also Eutyches in AII/hor Intitx A 
Eutychians 81, 143, 204 
evangelization of Asia 504 

See also paganism; pagans 

florilegia 
De sec/is 501 
Floriiegillm Cyrillianllm 22-3, 28-46, 72, 78, 85-8, 

90, 92, 174, 180, 182, 240, 357 
Justinian from Origen (PA) 392, 400 
Leontius of Jerusalem 272 
N ephalius 48 
Severos (Sergius) 122 

forgeries 
Apollinarian 27, 53, 149, 158, 181. 237-9, 272, 

358-9, 430 
other 13, 326, 445, 459 

formulas 
from two natures 49-50, 55-6, 160, 243, 261, 

263,265,328-9,331,432-3,435,492,497, 
SOl 

in two natures 49-50, 243, 261, 26~, 329, 331, 
432-3, 435, 492, SOl passim 

See also Chalcedonians 
from two (natures) (one) (composite) 49-50, 117, 

160-1, 167-8, 436 
one composite nature 437 
one composite hypostasis of the Logos 437 
'One of the Trinity suffered' 231, 248, 253, 

259-60, 273, 315, 317-43, 346, 350, 357, 
385, 422, 436, 518 

variations on the formula 317-19, 405, 446, 
449, 457, 487-8, 449-500 

IInio sec. composi/ionem sive sec. subslslen/iam jtICta 448 
freedom of Christ 101, 106, 110, 168-9 

(Sergius) 151-2, 520-1 
(Severus) 124-5 

freedom (human) 43, 169, 202, 222-3, 300-4, 372, 
433 
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Gaianites 472, 495, 500 
Gaza 47, 356, 388-90 
Georgia 2 
Ghassanids 1 
gnoJis (Bvagrian) 390, 409 

Hades (descent into hell) 141, 268 
Origenist 405 
Romanos Melodos 519-20 

Hagia Sophia 10, 522 
hegemonikon 301 
hemde (Bvagrian) 404-5, 407-10 
Henaton, monastery 80 
henoJis (unio, union) 

1. general 40-4, 57, 201, 208-92 
2. forms 

according to energeiQ 162-71 
according to hypoJlasis 5(}-1, 114, 119, 139-40, 

144, 162-3, 165-6, 169, 189, 207, 276-312 
paslim, 425, 436, 447, 457, 487-9, 501 

according to nature 107, 210, 276-312 pasJim, 
450 

according to OUJitl 206-9, 211, 265 
and the knowledge of Christ 37(}-2, 379-80 
See also Jynthesis 

henoJis = syntheJis 448 
See also Leontius of Jerusalem in Au,hor Index A 

henolis vocabulary 282-6 
Henolicon (of Zeno) 2-3, 14, 20, 24, 174, 316, 

319-20,328,346-8,350,354,379,430,485 
Heracleia (Thrace) 5 
heresiology (Origenist) 

in Justinian 39~ 
De Jee/is 496 

heresy, catalogue of 81 
homiletics 513, 515 
homonymitl (synonymity) 447, 455-6 
Hormisdas, formula of 350 
hymnology 514 
hypOJlasis, concept 54, 57-61, 146, 15(}-1, 189-98, 

25(}-1, 266, 277-80, 446, 454-6, 491, 494, 
496-8, 506-10 

in Apollinarius 506 
See also Apollinarianism 

Ibas, letter of 
addressee 416 
anonymous? 423-4, 439, 445, 453 
author 416-17 
condemnation 424-5, 439-40, 445, 453 
orthodoxy 440 

idiomata of Christ Jee Christ: properties 
idiomata, communication of 29, 119, 124, 165, 207, 

215, 287, 417 
ignorance of Christ Jee knowledge 
Illyrium 422-5 (Ekthesis pisteol of 549), 439 (Bast 

Illyrium) 
immortality (of Adam) 227 
impeccability of Christ 137, 169, 172, 229, 342 

Imperial Church 339, 419-20, 466 
ideology 14-15, 344, 427, 439, 464, 466, 517 

imperial edicts, christological 
1. Justinian 

(a) edicts: Gllm la lvalor~m (533) 339; against the 
Origenists (543)385, 389-401, 405-7; against 
thcOrigenim (553)404-5, 405-7; ~gainst the 
Three Clnpters (551) 425-9. 434-8" 486-90. 
493; (CPG 6890) (562) 467; (565 (?» 469-73 

(b) dogmatic tractates: Alexandria 355-61, 
382-3: against the Three Chapters 421-5 

2. Justin II 484-90 
incarnation 

subject of the incarnation 187-9 
'Christ' 197-8 
Logos 198-9 

indi~iduum, individuality 66-7, 193, 200 
insubsistence 64-7, 193-8,279,282-6,289-93,299, 

309, 334-5, 436, 492 
See also enhypostasis 

IJoehriJtoi 405-6, 409 
INdica'um (Vigilius) 426, 440 

Jacobites 1 
Jerusalem 390, 439, 475 
Judaism (Hellenistic) 409 
Julianism 26, 79-111, 148, 214-15, 347, 466-9, 471 

See also Julian of Halicarnassus in Author Index A 

kenolis 123, 125, 133, 171,229,297-300,307,309, 
311, 382, 521 

kerygma (thematic) 129-47, 186-7, 454 
knowledge 219, 370 

blameworthy passion 364 
Christ's knowledge 171-3, 51(}-12 
ignorance 377-82 

as a source of sin 364-6 
omniscience 362-77 
See also Agnoetai 

kontakia 514-15 
krasis (Stoic) 39-40 

Lavra 
Great 389 
New 389 

liturgy 254-5, 258, 341. 482-3 (credo), 503, 514, 
522-3 

Logos-hegemony 131, 163, 169-71 
Logos-sarx unity 166, 207, 459 

Majuma 24, 47, 71, 431, 475 
Manichaeans 52, 81, 135, 143, 378, 394 
Manichaeism 244, 343, 39(}-1, 397 
Marcionism 390 
Mazdaism 391 
mediator 42-4, 310 
Meletians (Antioch) 61 
Messalians 342 
messiahship of Jesus 138, 148. 169, 303-4 
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metempsychosis see soul: transmigration 
mio mergio 366-8, 371-4, 37S--8O, 382 
mi4·ousi4 fonnula 122-6 
mi4 physis 

Cyril 31, 357 
Julian of Halicamassus 95, 111, 215 
Justin II 484, 489-90 
Justinian 428 
Leontius Scholasticus 500 
Sergius 124 
Severus 35, 110, 131-3, 153, 174, 267-70, 378 
Theodore of Raithu 494 

mi4.physis fonnula 3+-5, SO, 81, 94, 107, 115 (in 
Sergius), 131, 153, 155-60, 204, 237-8, 
244, 331, 366, 432, 450, 491 

miaphysites 421, 498, 511 
middle Platonists 201 
moll4S 199, 281 
monasticism 11-13, 345, 416, 485-6 

and Origenism, Palestine 401-3, 408 
monks 

Jerusalem, anti·Origenist 389 
monoenergism 149, 244, 366, 372-3 
monophysites, monophysitism 24, 153-4, 157, 182, 

189, 204, 366, 48+-5, 490 
real-monophysitism 97, 118, 125, 154, 175 

monotheletism 149, 224, 372 
mysteries of the life of Jesus 

1. summary: 399 (Origen): 129-42 (Severus): 496 
(De stc/is): 519-21 (Romanos Melodos) 

2. individual: annunciation 132: virginal concep­
tion 87-8, 108-11 (Julian); 132-3 (Severus): 
219, 228, 305: virgin birth 306: birth of Jesus 
132-3 (Severus): circumcision 135: £light into 
Egypt 135: growth of Christ 171-3: baptism 
of Christ 135-6, 169: fasting 137: temptation 
137; transfiguration 86, 138, 218, 221, 398: 
miracles of Christ 81, 83, 138, 164, 171, 217, 
220-1, 225-6, 269, 298, 305-9, 311-12, 339, 
446, 521; entry into Jerusalem 139: Mount of 
Olives 137: suffering cross and death 91, 
139-41: Jesus' forsakenness 137: descent into 
Hades 141, 262, 268; Christ's resurrection 91, 
398,405 (Origenist): exaltation of Christ 141; 
ascension 151: universal judgement (Origenist) 
405: return of Christ 141, 399 

nature, concept of (Severos) 267-70 
See .,Iso physis, concept of: and .pOOl(; in Index oj 

Terms 
nature-person 32+-36 (Scythians), 435-6, 45+-5 
nature-supernature 220-6 
nature synthesis 159, 162, 188, 242, 279, 310, 337, 

359, 428, 500, 506 
See also Apollinarianism 

neo-Chalcedonianism 2+-5, 47-79, 175, 187, 213, 
24+-5,270,299,321,327-33,429-34,43+-8 

extreme 434, 457, 494 

general 501 
moderate 433-48, 457-61, 474. 489. 521 

neo-Cyrillianism 434. 457-8. 474. 490. SOl 
neo-Nicenism 59. 429 
neo-Platonism 39-40, 44. 200. 205. 211. 409 

See also Plotinus: Porphyry in Au/hor InJn: A 
Nestorianism +-5. 41. 56. 64. 85-6. 94. 96, 144, 175. 

207.219,234.247.273,289.300,306.319, 
321, 325. 332, 338. 342, 412-62, 465-6 

Nestorians 1, 56. 98. 135-8, 143, 188, 204. 211, 
252,272-4,276.278,280,283-5,290.306. 
309-10. 320-1. 332, 334. 337, 342-3 

Nicaett",ConsltJn/inopoliltJnum 143 
Nicene Symbol (Creed) 112. 143, 454 
Nih riot (532) 315, 346. 522 
Nous-Christ 189, 40+-5, 4OS--9, 512 
number 

Evagrian 409 
trinitarian/christological 198-200. 359 
twoness (christological) 30-3, 69-70, 72, 75-6, 

119-20, 13+-5, 145, 19S--9, 360-1, 434-5, 
449-SO. 458, 488. 497-8. 511 

Old-Nicene 59, 71, 429 
Old-Nicenes 54, 59, 243. 430 
organon 383 
Origenist controversy 

1. personalities 386-9 (anti-Origenists), 401 
2. chronology 389 
3. edicts: (543) 389-401: (553) see synods: 

Constantinople 
Origenists, Origenism 39, 189, 316, 385-402, 

402-10. 419, 467 
in Egypt 388 
in Palestine 387-90 

ousi4. concept 54-61. 63-7, 146. 190-1. 197-8, 
20S--11, 250-1. 492, 495 

in Sergius 117-18 
Set also essett/Ia: subsltJn/i4 in InJex of Terms 

paganism (Byzantium) 8-9, 391-2 
pagans 

conversion of 9 
trials of 8 

Palestine 47, 230. 336, 390, 403, 406, 408, 464 
papacy 252, 42+-5, 474 

Pope's journey to CP 349, 425 (Vigilius) 
passibility of Christ 90, 212-19 passim 
patriarch, ecumenical 5, 475 
patriarchates 

Constantinople 5-6, passim. 475 
Eastern 1-2, 4-5, 475 

perichortsis, christological 40, 297 
Persia (Persian Church) 463-6 
Peter the Fuller. letters to 195-6, 252-3, 266. 318, 

342 
ph/hora 9S--106 
physis, concept of 54-6, 151-2, 189-93, 280. 455-6. 

492, 496 
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Platonism 391, 396-7, 403, 409 
pneumatology (christological) 137, 148, 303-4, 511 

See also mysteries of the life of Jesus: baptism 
primacy, papal 442 
probation teaching 171-2, 300 
properties of Christ see Christ: properties 
prosopon, concept 278-8, 446 

See also 7tp60C07toV in Index of Terms 
protology 101-3, 106, 108-9 (Adam), 142, 148, 

226-7, 394 
purification of language 72-9 
Pythagoreans 396, 403 

reception (Constantinople II) 453 
recyrillianization see neo-Cyrillianism 
reflection (conceptual) S03-13 
Rome 7, 475 

Sabellianism 375 
sacraments 149, 522 

See also baptism; eucharist 
Samaritans 496 
Satan 302, 401 
Sc4nda14 (Vigilius) 441-2 
school 

Antiochene 411-13 
Persian (Nisibis) 463-5 

Scythians (monks) 317-43 
See also neo-Chalcedonianism; theopaschite 

formula 
Severans 110, 153, 232-48, 316, 344-84 

(a) persecution/condemnation 344-5; support 
from Empress Theodora 347-9 

(b) activities 347-9 
(c) attempts at union with 384, 388, 421, 489-90 
See also Severos of Antioch in Author Irulex A 

Sheol 141-2 
simultaneous use (of christological formulas) see 

neo-Chalcedonianism 
sin, concept of 365 
Sinai 495 
sinlessness of Christ 118, 217-18, 300-4, 364-5 
soteriology 43-4, 125, 132, 149, 219-20, 223, 227. 

300, 309, 394, 511-12, 520 
soul 

of Christ 34, 52, 59, 65, 74, 87, 91-2, 124, 268, 
365-6,368.373,383,401,436,447,459,488 

Severos 131, 133, l<ID--l, 153, 166 
pre-existence 39, 392-5, 400-1, 404 
transmigration 394-7 

Stoa 205, 209 
subsistence 63, 456 

See also subsistentia in Index of Terms 
Sudan 1, 4, 9 
suffering 106, 108, 171, 173, 222, 371 

See also 7uilJo, in Irulex of Terms 
supra-naturalism 225, 308 
symbol (creed) 425 (Ps. Theodore of Mopsuestia) 

prohibition of (apart from Nicaea) 424 

See also Nicaeno-Constan,inopolitanum; Nicene Sym-
bol; Union, Symbol of 

synaphri4 terminology 45-6 
synodists 498 
synods 

African (550) 426 
Antioch (438) 415; (542) 389 
Chalcedon 1, 144, 154, 235, 241, 244, 318, 381, 

417-18, 424-5, 433, 489, 492 
fight against Chalcedon 129, 420-1, 490 

Constantinople (381) 158, 348, 350, 424, 430, 
454, 485 

(488) 244, 443, 492 
(536) 272, 274, 351-5, 387, 473, 519 
(553) 341, 387, 402-10, 419-62, 463 

Dvin (506/507 and 552) 1 
./ld.rnol"" 

general 506 
individual synod!: (S07) 319; (536) ~02: (543) 

~02; (553) 403; (565) 469; (571) 484 
Ephesw I (431) 241. 348. 424. 433, 445, 449, 484 
Ephesw (449) 235, 240, 244, 417, 420, 492 
Gaza (540) 355-6, 389 
Illyrian (Three Chapters dispute) 422-5 
Jerusalem (536) 352 
Lateran (649) 446 
Nicaea (325) 6, 62. 241. 250, 260, 348, 430, 485 

(787) 6 
'of the Oak' (403) 385 
Sidon (511) 249 
Tyre (1) (514) 113 

synods, four 341, 361, 445, 453, 475 
synods, five 518 
synonym (linguistic usage) 455-6 
Synousiasts 41, 43 
synthesis 65, 294-5, 297, 302, 311, 428, 434-5, 447, 

450, 458-60, 491, 501 
Apollinarius 158 
Scythians 336-8 
Sergius 119-20 
Severos 114, 126-8, 159 
See also uvvlJeul, in Index of Terms 

temple 29, 124, 188, 228 
tetras (quaternity) 449 
theologia-oikonomio (terminology) 71, 258, 360, 

428-30, 455-6, 491-2, 50S, 518, 521 
See also Cappadocians 

theopaschite controversy 185, 319-20, 342-3, 467 
See also formulas: 'One of the Trinity suffered' 

theopaschite formula 248, 318, 325 
theopaschitism 28-9, 51, 140, 155, 188, 196, 

255-<i, 342-3, 326 (Apollinarian-Arian), 510 
(Chalcedonian) 

theorio ( according to) see distinction in theorio 
Theotokos, title 143-4, 321, 340, 446, 449, 496, 

520 
thombush, burning 30, 39, 82 
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Tbree Cbapters 236, 316, 341-4, 404, 441, 445, 
452, 485 

See also !bas of Edessa; Theodore of Mopsuestia; 
Theodoret of Cyrus in Author Index A 

Three Chapters controversy 274, 411-62, 473-4 
and Chalcedon 424-5 
and the West 425-6 

Tome of Leo 30, 85, 138, 154, 164, 215, 231, 236, 
247, 262-3, 269, 322-3, 329, 341, 348-9, 
353-4, 380, 485, 511 

Tomus ad Armenios 41 
See also Proclus of CP in Author Index A 

traditionalism 148, 331 
Trinity 

(a) general 54, 61-3, 151, 375, 505 
(b) in Severos of Antioch 71, 136, 141, 144, 146, 

148, 258 
(c) in Justinian 360-1, 392, 404-5, 408, 428 
(d) Justin II 487 
(e) De sectis 496-7 
(f) Romanos Melodos 518 

Trishagion 
christological 255-6, 25&-9, 260-1 
general 146-7, 249, 253-4, 31&-19, 342, 359, 375 
trinitarian 255-7, 259-60, 361 

Trishagion controversy 195, 253-60 
tritheism 27, 484-5, 490, 495, 497, 518 

two natures, in Severos 133, 267-8 
two-natures teaching/formula 28, 131, 138, 142, 

150, 156, 174, 236-7, 239-40, 245, 260-1, 
270, 346, 357, 483 

two-persons teaching 332 (Three Chapters), 422, 
425 

two-sons teaching 332, 343 
twoness/oneness-unity 136, 151-3, 156, 160-2 
typology 142 

uncbangeability, of Logos 133-4 
undivided 220, 225, 433, 435, 496, 505 
union, hypostatic 

See also henosis: according to hypostasis 
Union, Symbol of (433) 67-9, 240, 245, 414-15, 

423, 431, 454 
unmingled 219-20, 225, 265, 307, 435, 458, 496, 

50S, 511 
in Cyril 30, 435 
in Severus 133-4 

unseparated 133-4 

will (of Christ) human, divine 163-70 
woman, theology of 148 

Zurvanism 391 


