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Thc dcpartmg soul will not be able to escape from th
of the demons if its deeds were serious and deadly. T will

» and guide it towards the Righteous Judge. As-
asses through the aerial toll-houses which repre-
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Hieromartyr Daniel Sysoev
of Moscow (12009)

Father Daniel Sysoev's life in Christ as a bold confessor
e Faith began in his youth when his atheist teachers
in their attempt to force him to deny Christ publicly

uating from the Moscow Theological Seminary
his studies with the Moscow Theological

"E est of the Orthodox Church of Russia, Fr.
 his life in Christ on both liturgical devotion

. While serving at the Sts. Pe-

cvo, Moscow, he worked in
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it the time of your death, it can ready the soul
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and by Angels of God, or by evil spir-
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Whether in awe-inspiting towering C?mPOSitions or min-
: Iluminations enhancing penitennal canons and psal-
- iy m(tj,1 el proclamation resounds in the hearts and
::ii;dsd:f thzsi wh[z) gaze upon the sacred images O.F the judg-
ment of souls: Repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand!

(Matt. 4:17).
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The Balance of Justice

Decani Monastery, Kosovo, Serbia, 1350
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The Last Judgment (details)
ion) ' As a soul stands trial beneach the balance, two angels car-
T = - n i -y -
The Last Judgment (and Resurrectio f)'lrltg the records of its good deeds add their scrolls to the
) SCa A .
Chora Monastery, Constantinople, 152U € Pan on the right of the Judge enthroned above. A black

o . . . s
; % (far right) leads the souls of unrepentant sinners nto
€ river of fige.
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The Last Judgment
Novgorod school, Tretyakov Gallery, Moscow, mid-15" ¢

s

lconography
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Detail of the Toll-houses

The Novgorod-Tretyakov “prototype” Last Judgment icon with
toll-houses. A giant serpent bruising the heel of Adam (cf. Gen.
3:16) terminates in tormenting fire where the devil holds the prey
of sin in his clutches. Twenty red and green bands on the body of
thg m’ emh hiding a demon peering out, ready for action, rep-
‘::::the iy stations of the toll-houses. An angel spears 2
ha;nd :fm o thc balance. The balance is susi‘)cndcd by thf
Maur, 25231) ;d\'?hlch ?mceeds from the throne of His glory Lc.f.
h‘-mlqny wi’(il tl_‘::fio}ls 1C0nographic treasure combining ncs:ijlctlc
Was an exemplar forﬁalcal precision, the Novgorod-Tretyakov icon

generations of icons which followed.
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St. Theodora & the Toll-houses

Exverior fresco, ¢ John of Rila Monastery, Bulgaria, 1850

¢ onography
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The Toll-house of Gluttony (detail)

fresciulgi'ﬂ:;s most celebrated l’flonaster_v bm.s:[s an il'Il[,.‘i't'Z.s:ii\'t'

Which yaq c? toll-houses. This great exterior masterpiece,

COUrtyard of ::cd and restored in 2008, adorns rhc‘ inner

in deraj) online Monastery. See all n?ft‘nt}' toll-house images
A www.thedepartureofthesoul.o rg.
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Toll-houst®
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- £ by Hieromonk Alvian,
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14 in indiv".d.u:l 3 ra's soul through the il
i AT iconographic scenes. A panoramic
e inasgc can be found in the St John ©
t. Petersburg,
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Thc N
ar Ca ]
ves of the Kiev Caves Lavra, Ukraine, 1872

At the tan: wi
E’;:csever Thz&:,:s}; $aeh and demons present, death comes
mh{:[m' L :::[l from.hcr body. Her elder, St Basil
- r guardian o :I.ld. gives a bag of his golden prayers
Panoramic fresco de °_lP her pass through the roll-houses.
picts the wrial of St. Theodora's soul

ar caCh
ach of thc twen
venty toll-houses, numbered and labeled in

golden k'tl.ﬁ.!ing_
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The Particular Judgment
Psalter, Dionysiou 65, fol. 11v, Dionysiou Monastery, carl

Y 111]1 C.
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The Particular Judgment (detail)

~The Dionysiou Psalter contains the carliest extant image
of the particular judgment ousside of a Last Judgment scene.
The top half of folio 11v shows an angel receiving the soul of
a dying monk. In the lower half of the page, two angels carry-
ing scrolls with the good deeds of the naked soul are chal-
]‘m@dhﬂ' the fury of a mass of demons with scrolls on which
Prmmahly a rather different record of events has been in-
scribed. In spite of the great pile of the demons’ scrolls, the

merey of God prevails: the scale hanging down from the

ofdw Qﬁholuad by a blue hemisphere, leans to the right
. “Mnipresent Judge, indicating His verdict for salvation.
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Mshanets (National Museum, Lviv), second half
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The Last Judgment

Dolyna (National Museum, Lviv), 1560s
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Detail of the Toll-houses

The carlj
t : : . -
Pathway of mclf-h:xu:t icon to depict an ascending zigzag

of fj Next to the toll-houses flows the river
re. Aboy,

holds the ba.l:;:wci souls huddle in the Lord’s hand which
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The Last Judgment
Annunciation Cathedral, Solvychegod, Arkhangelsk Oblast 1579

ItlFIItJ:;'I1.||||]|-_

Detail of the Toll-houses

Created for the Annunciation Cathed
the Pskov Caves Monastery, this masterwork icon is now treasured
in the Solvychegodsk Museum of History and Art. Each of the
twenty toll-houses ascending on the serpent has the name of the sin
L bc scrutinized by the exactor demons lurking inside. Some of
these 'Eﬂl tax-collectors sit upon stools in their stations waiting for
prey. The hand of the Lord holds the balance scale tilting to His
:‘f;z :jlﬂung the verdict of salvarion. No fewer than a dozen
e nakad&-;nu-ddl& ed anfi resting peacefully in His palm. Not so forﬁ
their nﬁmﬁa bm‘-‘tf;bhng sou!s still on trial: a demon grasps onc of
But the hol G it feet, trying to wrest him down into torments.
Some Wt?yﬂ:gjs .‘fig;omusly defend the souls in their charge.
through the grig] --"meﬂd souls in the folds of their garments
the balance 'ﬂ'f h thllc others spear the demons who try to upset
ecomplishm, 1‘::;-‘“- A masterpiece combining exquisite artistic

- with traditional Orthodox theology.

ral by an iconographer of
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The Last Judgment — Detail of the Toll-houses
Novgorod Yaroslavl Art Museum, mid-16" c.

The Last Judgment ~ Detail of the Toll-houses

Novgorod (Novodevichy ¢ :
odevichy Convent of the Resurrection, St. Petersburg), 165 c.

conogra] ihy

at — Detail of the Toll-houses

The Last Judgme
Yaroslavl region, 1650
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Photograph courtesy of Cristian Jurit

Voronet Monastery
Katholikon of St. George, 1547

. The most famous of the painted monasteries of Romania,
Voronet Monastery was constructed in 1488 by St. Stephen the
g;%indin 1547 Metropolitan Grigorie Rosca of Moldavia had
&m:m walls covered with frescos. Voroney's Last Judgme!
m wm the entire western facade of the katholikon-
ﬁfﬁam[:iw mural (see the next two pages) depicts the hand
'w hd:p mﬂ*ﬁhalm over a soul. The soul begs the 2
m m?‘ﬂ a;;((:hmg du frenzy of fiends climbing ont© _lh‘
Scrolls of sinful m for a judgment of condemnati®™

. = are loaded onto the balance while unre:

of the mﬂ—iiﬂu;rc(?d!m in chains. The tv.vcnry-efour-mll fresco

ardir d above by an arrow) depicts pairs Y

ns in toll-booths arranged " (o
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the CG}T:; g that the Holy Spirit, the Life of
Trinity on behalf
theorias granted t© the saints regarding the g
the Church’s prayers for those in Hades.

«Thine own of Thine own we offer unto Thee, because@
all, and for 21176 God in His infinite love and boundle

is Hlmgelf thf.? inspiration of the very prayers and
the liturgical services offered up to the

of the dead. He is also the Bestower of the

reat benefit of

o save a soul. But F

goodness will do everything possible €
mercy wants us, the members of His Church, to do
this is the fulfillment of the sccond B

we can as well. In
love our neighb




ndre supplications are
1 from sins, and the at-

From the Funeral Service:
Mc'rcifully vouchsafe, O
Good One, that he who
rom the transitory, unstable
things of corruption hath passed
over unto Thee, may dwell with
joy in the heavenly mansions, O
God, being justified by faith
and by grace.”

im who singeth Thy maj-
esty diving; him whom
Thou hast taken away from
, receive Thou, making
i o child of the lighs and
cleansing him from the gloom
of sin, O CXCECding'memiﬁﬂ




great need of the help of the Church. Therefore
easc the soul’s passage to mothcrﬁ?‘fe.ﬁmf:;? afte ' ls
death, over the grave of an Orthodox Christian there is begun
Prayer concerning the repose of the soul that has fa?lcn
_-a,slccp-.—dle singing of the Panikhida, which is a translation
from the Greek, signifying “All-night Singing,” that is, sup-
plication fulfilled in the course of the whole night. Its compi-
sition is in imitation of Matins. In addition, the Panikhida is
sung on the Third, Ninth and Fordeth days after death, a5
well as on the anniversary of death.
The Church celebrates the commem

ceased on the Third Day after death in honc

tion of Jesus Christ on the Third Day

Most-holy Trinity. 4

On the Ninth Day after d

COMMEMOra tion ﬁf the
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tiac sl che space ofishuse 2y and let the B
be celebrated in remembrance of the living, and of the .
gtﬂd‘ ﬂnd e fm'm day :dmg to the ancient pattern:
for so did the people lament Moses, and the anniversary day
= y-ofihim, And let alms be given to the poor out of
his goods for a memorial of him.

St. Cyril,
Archbishop of Jerusalem (1386)

(commcmoratod on March 18)

Defender of the Church against the impious blas-
great ascetic

phemy of Arius and Julian the Apostate
ed and exiled three

and man of miraculous prayet depos o
times by the heretics, St. Cyril seadfastly champiof
Orthodox Faith.
e fallen asleep
E CDMMEMORATE ALSO those w}ho h‘l:\po es, Mar
before us, first patriarchs, fropie” e suld ¢
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_ i = s ifit be commem
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oﬁrkmh&no, €1f connections should
he not grant a ﬁ-bdnlf of those under his
when we. oﬁ:pm to their punishments?
- fallen to Him our ;
i &@P,

Christ, s
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They know that great gain resulteth to them, great benefit;
for when the whole people stands with uplifted hands, 2
priestly assembly, and that awful Sacrifice lies displayed, how
shall we not prevail with God by our entreaties for them? And
this we do for those who have departed with faith....””

From the Life of St. Brendan the Voyager,
Founder and Abbot of Clonfert Monastery, Ireland (1578)

(commemorated on May 16)

After St. Patrick and together with St. Bridger of Kil-
dare, St. Brendan is the most beloved of all Orthodox saints
of Ireland. A monk of powerful intercession before God, St.

Brendan attracted many disciples and founded several mon-
asteries, the most famous being at Clonfert which became

one of the greatest monastic centers of learning until the
sixteenth century. St. Brendan received many holy visions

and pcrformcd wondrous miracles.

NE DAY two of Brendan’s company were CUHVCIST%
Oand he was listening to them, and. this lS«WhaE ll-ltj}{
were saying: “Can the soul of a sinner,” said tfhcly, irbzﬂr::::;
from hell by the prayers and alms d::ec.ls 0 new g p?
friends?” Then said Brendan to them: Llstcnlto n l(.) £ E
we were sleeping on the sea, onc lay brof 1er ld- o dn:l

He saw a cloud black, dark, menacing, hidco E
aw;dl‘i;ﬂ coming towards us from the horizon of the o 4
d’I'rhc wb;lam laic [former layman] came to me al once, S
Brendan, “and spoke thus:

rand

St ) lwm m‘#’”‘ N‘FNF' :1-'Wv \'ﬂl. 13 "(
T o oo, 196197, (PG 62203-204)

= Pryer for them, for they saw the pro

‘Great fear has seized me,’ said he:
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and l}c mnt'inucd: ‘Arise quickly (and look) ar this great cloud
that is coming towards us. And dost thou hear the appalling

- voice in it?’

~ “When I had arisen, I saw the hideous cloud with the
form of a man in it, black and dark like an extinct cinder, or a
cormorant. And this wretched form was continually howling
and weeping for the extremity of his torment; and then he
said to me: ‘I entreat thee,” said he, by Jesus Christ, the Son
of the King of Heaven and earth, to pray the Lord for me for
these three days, for there is no one more tormented than I,
owing to the greatness of my sins.” And with this utterance he
darted from us. Then we all arose forthwith, and besought the
Lord for him. He came back after three days, and his body
was bluish black, and his lamentation less, and he said onc}t::
more that we should beseech the Lord for him another three
days: and with that utterance he departed.

At-the end of a week he returned. with a white cloud
:lllaiout h.lm, and his body all radiant like the summer sun. And
so:n‘:ivjhltti :l:;ld h.ad sevi':n different kinds of glorious music

iy ng the rn‘ldst of it, and they were sweerer than all the
::ldny fl:l‘odles ?l‘ t'he world. Then he gave thanks to God,
mmnam * 'Now,” said he, ‘the Saviour of the human race is
Zng.u- im mt‘!“\t;hHis own kingdom.” Then I said,” continued
£ : :} art thou, and whar is thy name?” ‘I am Col-
his » said he, ‘the worst monk of all monks.” Then leaving
%bieﬁing with the brethren he thereupon went to heaven
g attendance of angels.
' m“s” said Brendan, “my monks besought me © g

fit of it to yonder
Jater time
‘God has

r

Bue they did not get me to do this, ill ara

2 7 e
the archangel came to me, and Smddr;n“ cuse the di
AL e il

ne intercession,’ said he, ‘search *
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ving the soul from eternal death, for it presents tq

79 Mystj-
cally the death of the only-begotten Son.

St. John of Kronstadt (11908)

(commemorated on October 19 and December 20)

e is the propitiation for the sins of the whole world. The
Blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin. He
can forgive even the departed every sin committed by them in
word, deed, or thought. He is the resurrection, the life and the
repose of His departed servants.... Would you ask anything of

Him for the living and for yourself? Ask what ye will, and it
shall be done unto you.*

HDW DO WE MAINTAIN connection with the spiritual

world, with the heavenly Church? By calling upon
them in prayer; by keeping the festivals instituted in their
bonour; and by the Church services, For the Church is one,
under one Hea rist. How do we maintain connection

% By means of prayers for them, especilly
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EN YOU PRAY for the repose of the soul of the de.
Wﬂm i force Yourself o pray with your whole heart,
P ]

i r essential duty, and not on-
rcmembering that © i‘;ﬁ;ﬁ:u .. [The depa:ed soul] needs
ly tha now—because it cannot pray fruitfully
prayer—Y’ 'Icself' e soul of the departed also requires the rest
any 10ng_§f Ll lore for it by means of your ardent prayer,
‘which you can lm?clm.rit)’ for the benefit of that soul, afld es-
Iﬁmﬂd ?oget;xk: foexmg of the bloodless sacrifice on its be-

repose of the seu]f  your

ANC .
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et e resumecdon o e dead, Some souls find themset
oo o ¢ cternal joY and blessednesss hile others—
f eternal rorments, which will bopaeEx ek e
. Undil that 6me changes in the state of
! espcc'lanY through offering for their
Sacrifice (commemoration. at the Divine

through other prayers.

fear ©

commemoration at Divine Liturgy is
the following incident. Before the openin

Theodosius of Chernigov (11896) thg._.

had rc—vcsted. the relics sat down cxhausted’nw

d dozed off. As he was sleeping the hierarch ap-

peared to him and said, “Thank you for laboring on my be-
half. 1 also ask that when you serve the Liturgy, you com-
memorate my parcms,“ and he gave their names, Priest Nikita
2 ] Maria. “How is it that you, 2 holy hierarch, are asking
‘he throne of Heaven and

er > asked the priest “Th
he offering at the D




the Psalter read over the deceased. The funeral need not be
claborate, but it must not be abbreviated; think not of your-
self and your own comfort, but about the deceased, with
whom you are parting forever. If in the church there are sev-
eral deceased at the same time, do not object to having a joint
funeral service. It is better that a funeral be served for two or
more deceased at once, for the prayers of all their close ones
gathered together will be yet more fervent than if the services
were conducted in succession and the services abbreviated
owing to lack of time and energy; because each word of pray-
er is for the departed like a drop of water to a thirsty man.
Likewise, it is essential to make immediate arrangements
for the forty-day memorial, that is, the daily commemoration
of the departed at the Divine Liturgy during the first forty
days. Usually, in churches where there are daily services, those
whose funerals were served there are commemorated over the
course of these forty days and longer. But if the funeral is
served in a church which does not have daily services, those
close [to the deceased] must arrange for a forty-day memorial
in a church which does. It is good likewise to send for com-
memoration the name of the departed to monasteries and to
Jerusalem, where there are constant prayers at thc h"l}’ PL’*‘:ms

Epilogue

Geronda Ephraim
E qut. Anthony’s Greek Orthodox Monastery

Florence, Arizona

|||7

For if we would Judge ourselyes,
we sfwﬂld not be ]udgm{




“Death must find us ready.”
— Geronda Ephraim of Arizona

FTER DEATH, ETERNITY FOLLOWS. Every person at a
Accrtain moment will abandon his body on the earth and
proceed with his soul to eternity, to the life that has no end.
Man’s soul will remain without the body until the Second
Coming of Christ, at which time the bodies of both the right-
cous and the unrighteous will be resurrected in order to be

judged. It is a fact that after death, man’s soul is separated
from the body and lives in a unique state.

For this reason, we should—and I first—seriously take in-
to account this reality and regulate our life accordingly. Let us
correct our lives in order to avoid eternal Hell and‘mstead

cquire (through God’s mercy and compassion) the Kingdom

s T long, hard look at our salvation

: aw; it is not som we can

er) Let us not our vigil. Let us not be sluggish

1 it comes to attending church and the Liturgy. Let us

one another, because love is God, and “he who abides in

abides in God and God in him” (1 Jn. 4:16). Who loves

? He who keeps His commandments. The first and fore-

c commandment is to love Ged; the second, to love our

ighbor and brother.

- Ler us condemn and humble ourselves before God. Let us

ourselves before our Crucified Christ and beseech

r fm’givcness. Let us correct ourselves so that our peti-

for His Divine Blood to wash and cleanse us, and for His

become life for us may be fulfilled. We must thank

n the depth of our heart for keeping us alive until

granting us time to correct ourselves.

from this world and we go to the other world.

s of this world, because they are temporary and

are insignificant compared to the reward for these

is given in the other world. However, they fre-
to us as very heavy, unbearable, and never-

s musm a different way to
But they do end, and ____s___;}: P






Verses from Holy Scripture
relating to the departure of the soul
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The following Scriptural verses together with the
patristic commentaries explaining their meaning as
referring to the toll-houses can be found in chapter one
of The Departure of the Soul Master Reference Edition.

From the New Testament

e John 14:30: Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for
the ruler of this world cometh, and hath nothing in Me.

e Luke 12:20: But God said unto him, Thou fool, this
night they will require thy soul: then whose shall those
things be, which thou hast provided?

e Luke 12:58: When thou goest with thine adversary to the
magistrate, as thou art in the way, give diligence that thou
mayest be delivered from him; lest he should drag thee tg
the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the exactor, an
the exactor cast thee into prison.

o Luke 16:22-23: And it came to pass, that the beggar

t of ._ Criptur -':“:_' ";- 253

e ﬂ"d she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine ad-
versary. And he would not for 4 while: but afterward he

said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard

man; Yet because this widow troubleth me, 1 will avenge

her, lest by her continual coming she weary me. And the

Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. And shall not

~ God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto

~ him, though he bear long with them? 1 tell you that he

- will avenge them speedily.

esians 2:2: Wherein in time past ye walked according

o the course of this world, according to the prince of the

: f the air, the spirit that now worketh in the chil-

f disobedience.

6:12: For we wrestle not against flesh and

against principalities, against powers, against
“ the darkness of this world, against spiritual


































am deeply impressed with this magnificent volume.”

—Metropolitan Kallistos Ware
On The Departure of the Soul Master Reference Edition

hat happens to our soul at the hour of its
. departure from this world? What is waiting for us
= mthe next life? Are we ready for the final journey to the

rm&ung with God?
. The most certain thing in life is death. It is the bridge
" that all of us—whether young or old, rich or poor—must
cross. And yet so few have sure knowledge of what happens
_, -at‘tﬁat hour, the most critical hour of our existence.

This reader’s edition of The Departure of the Soul

mdud&s ﬂle most vivid and gripping accounts from the

| 1'*1:55 Saints They experienced the mystery, they saw the

E dﬁpﬂl‘tﬂm and they returned from that awesome spectacle to

Idvbus how to be prepared. Either paradise or hell awaits

ach one of us, andjt is in our hands to live wisely or
.redldﬁssly and ﬂms &femﬂne ‘our final state for all eternity.
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